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SERMON     I. 


The  Nativity  of  our  Lord,  Tidings  of  great 

Joy- 


Luke  ii.  lO, 


And  the  Angel  f aid  Unto  tbem^  Feai'  not;  /^r,  ieboid^  I 
bring  you  tidings  of  great  joy^  which  Jhall  bfi  to  a^l 
peopled 

THE  proper  bufinefs  of  a  feftival  is  fpiritual  s  e  r  m. 
joy,  conceived  in  our  hearts,  by  refiedion  on      i, 
fome  notable  blefling  conferred  on  us ;  accompaoied  ■ 

with  a  fateful  fen^  and  expreffion,  anfwerable  to 
the  fpecial  bounty  and  mercy  of  God,  in  due  pro* 
portion  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  that  blefling. 

Such  joy  is  a  duty,  or  a  part  of  religious  devotion,  x  Theff.  r. 
required  by  God,  and  very  acceptable  to  him:  for^^- 
as  God  would  have  his  fervants  perpetually  content,  u. 
well  fatisfied,  and  cheerful  in  all  ftates,  and  upon  all  p***^*  »^' 4« 
occurrences;  fo  he  doth  efpecially  demand  from  us, 
that  we  ihould  entertain  his  £ivours  with  delight 
and  complacence )  it  being  proper,  it  being  feemly, 
it  being  juft,  fo  to  do  :  for  fince  joy  is  a  natural  re- 
fult  ot  our  obtaining  whatever  we  do  apprehend 

VOL.  II,        '  B  *^  good. 
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2  ^he  Nativity  of  our  Lord, 

s  E  R  M.good,  or  cfteem  and  affeft  ;  the  conception  of  it  is  a 
I.      plain  argument,   that   we  do  well  underftand,  do 

" rightly  prize,  do  cordially  like,  do  thankfully  em- 
brace God's  favours ;  as,  on  the  contrary,  a  defcdt  of 
it  doth  imply,  that  we  do  not  mind  them,  or  take 
them  to  be  little  worth,  that  we  do  not  fenfibly  rc- 
lilh  them,  or  accept  them  kindly.  And  if  ever  we 
arc  obliged,  if  ever  we  are  concerned  fo  to  rejoice, 
then  furely  it  is  now  ;  when  the  faireft  occafion  and 
higheft  caufe  of  joy  that  ever  was  is  prefented  to 
us  5  when  certain  news  from  heaven,  and  the  beft 
that  ever  came  from  thence,  of  the  mod  admirable, 
the  mod  glorious,  the  moft  beneficial  event,  that 
ever  happened  in  the  world,  is  in  a  manner  fuitably 
rare  conveyed  to  us ;  for,  Behold^  faith  the  Angel,  / 
bring  you  tidings  of  great  joy^  which  fhall  be  to  all 
people. 

Upon  which  words  (each  whereof  is  cmphatical, 
and  pregnant  with  matter  obfervable)  we  (hall  firft 
make  a  brief  defcant  or  paraphrafe,  fupplying  the 
room  of  a  curious  analyfis  ;  then  we  (hall  urge  the 
main  duty  couched  in  them. 

'f  J«,  Behold :  This  is  a  word  denoting  admiration^ 
exciting  attention^  intimating  affurance :  Behold^  and 
admire  \  it  is  no  mean,  rlo  ordinary  matter,  that  I 
t-cport,  but  a  moft  remarkable,  a  very  marvellous 
event :  Behold^  and  attends  it  is  a  bufinefs  not  to  be 
pafled  over  with  fmtiU  regard,  but  moft  worthy  your 
coniideration,  of  high  moment  and  concernment 
to  you.  Behold^  and/^^;  it  is  no  uncertain,  no  ob- 
fcure  thing  -,  but  that  whereof  you  may  be  fully  af- 
fijrcd,  as  if  it  were  moft  evident  to  your  fenfe,  and 
which  by  confpicuous  proofs  fliall  be  demonftrated ; 
in  the  mean  while  you  have  no  flight  authority  fdr 
it  :  For 

EuayfiEXi'^oixoti,  /  bring  7ood  tidings;  /,  an  angel,  a 
fpecial  meffenger  of  God  purpofely  fent  on  this  er- 
rand, that  by  the  ftrangenefs  of  my  apparition  I 
xnay^  excite  you  to  regajcd  it,  by  the  weight  of  my 

teftimony 
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Tidings  of  great  Joy.  3 

tc/limony  I  may  incline  you  to  believe  it,  by  the  s  e  R  m. 
dignity  of  my  nature  I  may  declare  the  importance      i. 
of  it ;  /,  a  faithful  fervant  of  God,  and  a  kind  friend  ■ 
to  men,  very  willing  at  his  command  to  perform 
good  offices  to  them,  do  bring  a  meflage  well  be- 
coming an  angel's  mouth,  worth  my  defcent  from 
heaven,  and  putting  on  this  vifible   (hape  :  for  / 
bring 

EvaiyriXi^ofAOti  ^'^^^  fxtyxXf^Vy  good  tidings  of  great 
joy:  I  bring  tidings^  that  may  gratify  the  curiofity 
of  any  man,  the  mind  of  man  naturally  being  greedy 
of  news :  good  tidings ;  thofe  are  welcome  to  all  men, 
and  apt  to  yield  more  pleafure  than  any  knowledge 
we  had  before  :  tidings  of  joy  \  fuch  as  may  not 
only  minifter  a  dry  fatisfaftion  to  your  reafon,  but 
fenfibly  touch  your  atfedtions,  by  the  comfortable 
nature  and  beneficial  tendency  of  them  :  tidings  of 
great  joy ;  as  not  touching  any  indifferent  or  petty 
bufinefs,  but  affairs  of  neareft  concernment  and 
higheft  confequence  to  you  :  (fuch,  indeed,  as  you 
Ihall  underfland,  which  do  concern  not  the  poor  in- 
terefts  of  this  world,  not  the  forry  pleafures  of  fenfe, 
not  any  flender  advantage  of  your  prefent  life  and 
temporal  ftate;  but  your  fpiritual  welfare,  your 
everlafting  condition,  the  future  joy  and  happinefs 
of  your  fouls;)  tidings^  indeed,  the  moft  gladfome 
that  ever  founded  upon  earth,  that  ever  entered  into 
mortal  ear  :  thefe  /  bring 

'T^MVy  to  you  :  to  you  fhepherds ;  perfons  of  mean 
condition,  and  limple  capacity,  leading  this  innocent 
and  humble  fort  of  life,  employed  in  your  honefl  vo- 
cation, undergoing  toilfome  labour  and  fore  hard- 
(hip;  wxtnefs  the  open  field,  witnefs  the  cold  feafon, 
witnefs  the  dark  night,  in  which  I  find  you  watching,  Luke  u.  8. 
and  guarding  your  (heep**;  to  you,  who  could  ex- 
peft  no  very  welcome  tidings ;  who  are  little  con- 
cerned in  any  great  tranfadions,  and  can  have  fmall 

*  Pauperibus  atquc  vigilantibus,  &c.    Bern,  it  Nat,  Scrm,  5. 
B  z  ambition 
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4  5ra^  Nativity  tif  onr  Lo^d^ 

s  £  n.  M,  ambition  or  hope  of  bettering  your  condition  by  any 
I-      changes  here  ;  even  to  you  (not  in  the  firft  place  to 

the  mighty  prifues^  to  the  crafty  ftatefimn^  to  the 

fage  pbilofophtrs^  or  learned  rabbiesy  to  the  wealthy 
fncrcbanlSy  or  fine  citizens ^  who  now  arc  warm  in 
their  houfes,  enjoying  their  eafe  and  pleafure ;  Te- 
pofing  on  their  beds,  or  fitting  by  their  fires,  or  re- 
velling at  their  banquets  and  fports  ;  but  to  you) 
poor,  harmlefs,  filly,   induftrious  fouls ;   who  well 
may  reprefent  the  greater  and  better  part  of  man- 
kind, in  this  furprifing  and  abfoltite  free  way,  the 
gracious  Lord  of  heaven  by  me  his  fpecial  minifter 
doth  vouchfafe  to  fend  from  thence  tidings  of  gruu 
joy  :  which  fhall  be 
Matt  XV.       navTf  Tw  xxwy  to  all  people  ;  or  rather  to  all  the  pea* 
^or^r^ji,  ^,ple  ;  that  is  to  God's  ancient  and  peculiar  people,  in 
Luke  xxiv.  regard  to  which  it  is  faid,  /  tvas  notfent  but  to  the  loft 
A6U  xUi.  Jheep  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael ;  to  that  people,  I  fey,  cfpe- 
4*^- ,.        cially,  primarily,  and  more  immediately  this  joy  did 
z^h.*ix.  9.  appertain  ;  it,  by  a  clofer  relation  to  God,  and  fpe- 
Rom.ix.4.^jal  intereft   in  his  promifes,  having  plaineft  title 
thereto ;  it,  from  anticipations  of  knowledge,  faith, 
and  hope,  being  more  capable  to  admit  fuch  an 
overture ;  it  indeed  being  the  reprefentative  of  all 
the  fpiritual  Ifrael,  or  faithful  feed  of  Abraham,  for 
whom  the  benefits  which  thefe  tidings  import  were 
defigned  j  to  it  firft  indeed,  but  mediately  and  con- 
fequentially  to  all  people  difpcrfed  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.    The  expreflion  feemeth  adapted  to  the  pre- 
fent  conceits  of  that  nation,  which  apprehended  no- 
thing about  God's  favourable  intentions  to  the  com- 
munity of  men :  but  in  eiFedl  it  is  to  be  underftood 
extenfively  in  reference  to  all  people:   for  the  Sa- 
viour, the  Chrift,  the  Lord,  of  whom  this  good  news 
did  report,  was  not  only  to  be  the  Redeemer  and 
Governor  of  that  fmall  people,  but  of  the  world,  of 
every  nation,  of  all  mankind  :  here  indeed  we  have 
TTMTi  7(0  Aaw,  to  all  the  people ;  but  in  the  nunc  dimit^ 
tukcvi.  II.  tis  of  old  Simeon,  we  have  Txyruv  twv  XolSuj  of  all  the 

peoples  i 
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peoples:  Mine  ^^x,  faid  he,  have  pen  thy  falvaiiQnySV.^u. 
which  thou  haft  prepared  before  the  face  of  the  peoples  :       i. 
As  he  was  the  glory  of  his  people  Ifrael  -y  as  in  him  God 


did  vifit  and  redeem  that  his  people  ;  fo  he  was  fnadeh^^^  *•  ^'• 
a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles y  and  to  be  for  falvation  to  A6b^iiii. 
the  uttermqft  ends  of  the  earth  :  he  was  the  expeSiation^^  ^j.^  ^ 
of  Ifrael ;  but  he  was  likewife  the  defire  of  all  nations :  xiii.  6.  * 
he  was  dcftined  to  rule  pi  Sion;  but  the  Heathen  <ilfo  {^^^^  |[*  ^^• 
U^ere  given  for  his  inheritafice,  and  the  uttermojl  parts  ^pfai.ii.s." 
the  earth  for  his  pqlJeffion  :  he  w^s  the  root  of  J^Jf^i^^'y^^ll^ 
which  fhould  f  and  for  an  enftgn  of  the  people ^  to  which 
the  Gentiles  fhouldfeek ;  he  was  that  royal  Perfon^  of 
whom  the  Pfalq^ift  did  fing,  men  fhall  be  blefj'ed  in  him^  Pfai.  ixxii. 
all  nations  fhaU  call  him  blejfcd.  '^' 

He  was  to  be  born  by  nation  a  Jezv^  but  a  nian 
by  nature  ;  the  Son  ofman^  was  a  ftyle  which  he  com- 
monly did  own  and  aflFedt,  no  lefs  than  the  Son  of 
Jirabatfjy  or  of  David  -,  he  was  born  indeed  under  the  Gai.  iv.  4. 
/aw,  but  of  a  woman ;  and  therefore  brother  to  us 
all,  as  partaker  4f  the  famefiejh  and  blood :  hence  was  ^i«^'  »•  »4- 
he  endued  with  an  human  compailion,  and  with  a 
fiater^al  ^e<5lion  toward  ail  men ;  hence  was  he  dif- 
pofed  to  extend  the  benefit  of  his  charitable  and 
gracious  perfora^ances  unto  them  all. 

Judea  therefore  muft  not  engrofs  this  angelical 
Gofpel  ;  it  is  of  importance  moft  univerfal  and  un- 
limited, reaching  through  all  fucpeffions  of  time,  and 
all  e;]Uei|fions  of  place  -,  filling  all  ages  and  regions  of 
the  world  with  matter  and  with  obligation  of  joy  ; 
h^nce  evjen  by  Mofes  anciently  (according  to  St, 
Paul's  interpretation)  were  all  natiojis  upon  this  ac-Rom.xT. 
count  invited  to  a  common  joy ;   Rejoice,  faid  he,  i^- 
0  ye  nations  with  his  people.     Hence,  in  forefight  of  43"  '"*"' 
this  event,  the  holy  Plalmift  (as  the  Fathers  expound  pf^^  3^^^..^ 
Jum^)  did  fing,  T'he  Lord  reigneth^  let  the  earth  rejoice,  1.  xcvi.  i. 

Totum  ad  Chriftum  revoccmus,  (i  volumus  ilcr  rcdae  intelligent 
ti«  tencrc.  Jug,  in  Pf.  xcvi.  7.  / 
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SE  KM.  let  the  multitude  of.  ijles  he  glad  thereof:  hence  Singy 
I.       O  thou  barren^  thou  that  didjl  not  bear^  break  forth  into 

fi^Z^^Z  ^^^^  ^^y  ^^^^^>  ^^^^  ^^^  ^i4ft  ^^^  travail  with 

^ml\^'  ^*^^^ — ^^^  tvildernefs  and  the  folitary  place  fjall  be 

xiii.  10/     g^^dy  the  defart  fhall  rejoice  and  blojfom  as  the  rofe-^ 

Sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fongy  and  his  praife  from  the 

end  of  the  earthy  faid  the  Evangelical  Prophet  in  re* 

gard  to  this  difpenfation  :  in  fine,  this  Angel  him- 

felf  did  interpret  his  own  words,  when  in  concert 

Luke  ii.  14.  with  the  heavenly  choir  he  fang  that  anthem,  Glory 

be  to  God  in  the  higheft  ;  on  earth  peace y  and  good  will 

toward  men  :   whence  we  may  colleft  that  a  peace 

diffufed  over  the  earth,  and  a  good  will  extended 

toward  all  men,  were  implied  in  thefe  tidings  of  great 

Joy  to  all  people. 

We  then  are  all  concerned  in  thefe  tidingSy  and 
we  may  look  on  them  as  by  this  heavenly  Evangelift 
imparted  to  us ;  whence  our  duty  muft  be  to  liften 
with  reverent  attention  unto  them,  ferioufly  to  weigh 
the  purport  of  them,  diligently  to  contemplate  the 
reafons  of  that  great  joy,  which  efFedtually  fliould  be 
produced  in  us  by  them,  as  their  proper  and  due 
refult  5  to  further  which  praftice,  let  us  take  fomc 
profpeft  of  this  Gofpcl,  whereby  it  may  appear  plea- 
fant,  and  apt  to  kindle  a  fprightly  joy  in  our  hearts. 
The  matter  of  it  is  the  nativity  of  oux  ever  bleffed 
Lord  and  Saviour  Jefits  Chriji  5  for.  To  yoUy  faith  bur 
Angel,  is  born  this  day  a  Saviour^  who  is  Chriji  the 
Lordy  an  occurrence  fraught  with  all  the  greateft 
caufes  of  joy  imaginable  ;  as  importing  innumera- 
ble, inexpreffibly  and  inconceivably  vaft  advantages 
thence  fpringing  to  us. 

It  doth  miniftcr  occafion  of  rejoicing  for  all  the 
bleffings,  which  did  flow  from  each  of  his  falutary 
undertakings  and  performances  y  for  all  the  mercies 
purchafed  by  the  merits  of  his  obedience,  and  by 
the  price  of  his  blood  ;  for  all  the  graces  iiTuing 
from  his  difpenfation  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  for  all  the 
benefits  confequent  on  his  iUuftrious  refurreflion, 

afcenfion. 
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a/cenfion,  and  glorification ;  as  being  a  good  entrance  s  £  R  M, 
to  them,  yea,  a  great  progrcfs  in  them,  and  a  certain      i. 

pledge  of  their  full  accomplifliment :  for  all  the  work . 

of  our  redemption  was  in  a  manner  achieved,  when  ' 
our  Saviour  did  appear;  his  incarnation  was  the 
great  ftep  toward  it,  as  being  an  aft  of  the  hum- 
bleft  obedience,  and  of  the  higheft  merit,  that  could 
any  wife  be  performed,  for  fatisfying  the  juftice  of 
God,  and  winning  his  favour  toward  us.  His  taking 
np  life  may  well  feem  more  meritorious  than  his 
laying  it  dowtty  and  the  chief  paflion  which  he  coiold 
ever  undergo  ;  his  death  was  a  paflion,  great  z,% 
death  could  be  ;  his  life  alfo  was  a  continual  paflion, 
or  exercife  of  huge  patience  :  but  his  birth  leemeth 
to  be  the  greatefl:  and  ftrangeft  pafl[ion  of  all;  involv- 
ing the  lowed  fubmiflion  and  the  deepeft  fuffering. 
What  nobler  ftcrifice  could  there  be,  than  God's  of- 
fering himfelf  up  to  mortality,  to  infirmity,  to  fla- 
very  ?  What  obedience  can  be  thought  of  com- 
parable tq  that  which  he  did  exprefs,  when  he  faid, 
Zfl,  I  come  to  do  thy  willy  O  God :  I  came  dowtty  not  wth.x.f. 
that  I  might  do  my  own  willy  but  the  will  of  him  /^j/Jo^«*''*-i** 
fait  me.  For  him  to  defcend  from  heaven,  the  re- 
gion of  light  and  blifs,  into  this  gloomy  and  fad 
world  5  for  him  in  a  manner  to  diveft  himfelf  of  ce- 
Icftial  majefty,  and  to  aflume  the  form  of  a  fervant ; 
jFor  him  to  be  inclofed  in  a  womb,  and  to  come  out 
wailing  thence,  to  fuck  at  a  breaft  for  life,  to  be  car- 
ried in  arms,  and  laid  in  a  manger,  to  enter  on  a 
ftage  of  being  fo  very  low  and  homely ;  for  him,  I 
fay,  the  Lord  of  glory y  thus  to  empty  and  abafe  him-p^^jj  jj 
felf**;  may  not  this  reafonably  be  deemed  more  than,  8. 
after  bis  becoming  man,  to  fuftain  all  the  grievances 
incident  to  our  nature  and  (late  ?  Whence  the  very 
ajjumption  of  flefh  was  (faith  St.  Athanafius)  the  rer 
demption  of  all  mankind^.     He  was  at  leaft  thence  en- 

Or,  3.  c.  jlrr.  p.  385.  vid.  p.  618. 
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5  E  n  M.  gaged  ift  th«  way  of  afting  and  fufterihg;  whatever 
I.      was  needful  for  our  recovery  ;  and  having  gone  fci 

\  far,  affuredly  he  never  would  flinch  or  recoil,  but 

would  go  through  with  all ;  being  come,  he  would 
fhew  himfelf  come  to  purpofc,  leaving  no  part  un- 
finifhed  of  his  grand  defign. 

So  that  as  they,  who  celebrate  the  birth  of  ^ 
prince,  do  rtiean  thereby  to  exprefs  their  joy  for  all 
the  good,  which  they  do  hopefully  prefume  to  enjoy 
from  bis  pVoteftion  and  conduft  afterward  in  all  his 
life;  and  as  they,- who  welcome  the  fun  rifing,  do 
imply  their  fatisfaftion  in  the  conveniencies  of  his 
light  through  the  whole  enfuing  day  ;^  fo  may  iht 
nativity  of  our  Lord  afford  matter  of  rejoicing  for  al! 
the  train  of  mighty  bleflings,  which  do  fucceed  it. 
We  may  therefore  now  well  confider  him  born  to 
inftruft  us  by  his  excellent  doArine,  and  to  guide 
us  by  his  perfeft  example  i  born  to  merit  God's 
mercy  and  favour  toward  us,  by  an  entire  fubmiflion 
to  God's  pleafure,  in  the  whole  conduft  of  his  life, 
and  in  the  final  refignation  of  it ;  born  to  renew  and 
fanftify  our  nature,  to  fupport  and  ftrengthen  us  in 
obedience  to  God's  commandments,  to  fuccour  us 
in  temptations,  to  comfort  us  in  diftrefles  by  his 
grace ;  born  to  rear  himfelf  frofti  the  grave  for  con- 
firming our  faith,  and  enfuring  our  hopes  of  falva- 
tion  ;  born  to  afcend  up  above  all  the  heavens  to 
God's  right  hand,  there  efFedually  to  intercede  for 
xis,  thence  liberally  to  difpenfe  all  heavenly  bleflings 
to  us.  Well  may  we  now  rejoice,  as  feeing  him  come 
to  difclofe  the  way  of  happinefs,  to  eftablifli  the  co- 
venant of  grace,  to  void  all  the  obfl:ru6tions,  and 
jTubdue  all  the  enemies  to  our  welfare  :  well  may  we 
celebrate  this  birtby  as  by  its  virtile  bleffilig  the  Pa- 
triarchs, enlightening  the  Prophets,  infpiring  the  Mar- 

Creatoris  ad  creaturam  defcendo  credcntlum  ell  ad  sterna  pro 
vcdiio.    Leo  M.  d^  Nat,  Serm.  5. 
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tjrrs  with  feith  and  courage,  endowing  all  the  Saints,  s  e  r  11^ 
that  cv^r  have  been,  with  grace,  and  crowning  them      i. 
with  glory  ;  fo  that  iil  this  day  we  h^ve  the  pqffion^ . 
the  pajcby  the  afctnfipHj  the  pmtecojl^  the  memorials  of 
tvcvf  faint  fuggefted  to  us  ^j  the  jpys  of  all  our  /{/?/- 
vals  do  confpire  or  commence  in  this ;  which  is  the 
head  and  fpring,  which  is  the  fruitfyl  feed,  which  is 
the  hopeful  morning  of  them  all.     Tidrra  raZra  rife 
«tt^ni(  D*pi^»?  XI^V^  ^^"*  iX'^T^  y^S  ^^^  '^?^  ip^&i  olya.mvm 
All  ibefe  things  (feith  St.  Gregory  Nyflen)  are  the  Gt«r,  Nyflt 
grace  of  this  prefint  day ^  for  it  kegan  the  goods  which^°^*  "'  ?• 
did  in  brder  fucceed. 

But  waving  the  numberiefs  benefits  fo  confequent 
on  the  nativity  J  we  fliSill  only  touch  foiKC  of  thofe 
which  have  a  more  fprmal  and  clofe  relation  thereto, 

I  pais  over  the  contemplation  of  that  fweet  har- 
mony between  the  old  and  the  hew  world  ;  in  which^ 
to  our  comfortable  fatisfadlion,  the  fweeteft  attri- 
butes of  God  (his  goodhefs,  his  wifdom,  his  fidelity 
and  conftancy)  do  lUuftrate  themfetves,  by  comple- 
tion of  the  ancient  promifes,  prefiguratioiis,  and  pre* 
diftions  touching  this  event. 

I  forbear  alfo  to  refledl  on  the  happy  alteration 
and  amendment  of  the  world,  which  our  Lords 
coming  did  induce,  by  comparing  the  ftate  of  things 
before  it,  with  that  which  followed  it  i  the  confider- 
ation  of  which  cafe  is  very  pleaiant,  j^kI  produdiv^ 
of  joy.     Firft  then, 

I .  Let  us  confidcr,  that  the  nativity  doth  import 
the  completion  of  many  ancient  promifes,  predidlioiBt 
and  prefigurations  concerning  it ;  that  whereas  all 
former  dilpenfations  of  favour  and  mercy  were  as 
preludes  or  preambles  to  this  ;  the  old  Law  did  aim 
to  reprefent  it  in  its  myfterious  pomps ;  the  chief  oi£ 
providential  occurrences  did  intimate  it ;  the  Pro- 
phets often  in  their  myftical  raptures  did  allude  to 

'  Ohwh  !§  T»  t5  n«x*  «*^  "^^^  *"'?*  '''i'  yinvm  tlfnfiwf  /aI|^  ir*. 
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s  E  R  M.  it,  and  often  in  clear  terms  did  exprefs  it  ';  the  gra-* 
I.      clous  defigns  of  God,  and  the  longing  expeftations 
-'■  of  mankind  bein^  fo  varioufly  implied  in   regard 

thereto;  now  all  is  come  to  be  fulfilled,  and  per- 
feded  in  mcft  clear,  moft  efFeftual,  mod  fubftantial 
Gen.iii.if.accomplifhment  :  now  is  fprung  up  that  feed  of  the 
GaLiii!  8,  woman ^v^\\\chy  according  to  the  firft  Gofpel  preached 
16.  to  Abraham,  Ihould  bruife  the  ferpenfi  head  j  now  is 

Gen.  xhx.  ^j^^  myftical  Ifaac,  the  miraculous  Son  ofpromife^  born ; 
Dcui.  xTiii.  now  IS  that  grant  to  Abraham,  /;/  thy  feed  Jhall  all 
A«5  iii.  22.  the  nations  of  the  earth  be  blefj'ed^  made  good  j  now  is 
T^»».  37-  .  -^hiloh  comey  of  whom  Jacob  foreboded,  unto  him  the 
r^^'^^"' gatherings  of  the  people  fi>all  be  \  now  is  that  oracle  of 
vi  cxxxii.  Moles  more  than  verified,  A  prophet  fhall  the  Lord 
Luke  i.  li.your  God  raife  up  unto  you  of  your  brethren^  like  to  me\ 
^*":  *'•'•.  him  fhall  ye  hear  ;  now  the  far  is  come  out  of  Jacobs 
6''iixt2o.*  the  vifion  whereof  dazzled  Balaam,  and  flopped  him 
Kom.  xi.  from  curfing  that  people,  in  which  it  ftiould  arife  ; 
jtr.  xxni.    now  is  that  oath  difcharged  to  David,  Of  the  fruit  of 

Zcch.  iii.s.luflrious  predii^ions  of  Ifaiah,  There  Jhall  come  forth 

E^ek*'  ^  ^^^  ^''^  ^f  ^^^  fi^^  9fJ^JJ^ — -^  Virgin  fhall  conceive^ 
xxxiv.  23.  and  bear  a  fon\  to  us  a  child  is  born^  to  us  afon  is  given  , 
Dan.'vii!*'  ^^^  ^^^  government  Jhall  he  on  hisfhoulders — There  fhall 
J  3.  come  out  of  Sion  the  deliverer ^  and  Jhall  turn  ungodHnefs 

mLu.^i.*  6./'^w  Jacobs  are  fully  accomplilhed  :  now  the  righteous 
Hag.  ij.  7.  Branch  (of  which  Jeremiah  and  Zechariah  fpake)  is 
fprouted  forth  ;  and  Ezekiers  One  Shepherd^  Daniel's 
Son  of  man,  coming  with  the  clouds  of  heaven  ;  Micah's 
Ruler  in  Ifraely  whofe  goings  forth  have  been  from  old  ; 
Haggai's  Dejire  of  all  nations  ;  Malachi*s  Angel  of  the 
Covenant^  and  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs  have  all  m  truth 
appeared  :  now  is  that  glorious  King  and  Captain  ar- 
rived, whom  the  holy  Oracles  do  fo  magnificently  dg- 


K  Sapicntia  et  benlgnltas  Dei  ac  falutifcri  oj^ris  mora  capacio* 
res  nos  luae  ^ocationi3  effecit,  ut  quod  multis  (i^nis,  multis  voci- 
bus,  niullirquc  xnyileriis  per  tot  fuerat  fecula  prouunciatum,  in  his 
(Jiebus  Evangelii  non  eftet  ambiguum,  &:c,  Leo  P,  dc  Nat.  Sa;nh  3. 
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tribe  ;  whom  Mofes  and  Jofliua,  whom  David  ands  e  r  m. 
Solomon  in  fo  many  pat  circumftances  did  forefha-       i, 

dow  ;  whom  God  would  fet  upon  his  holy  hill  of  Sion  j  — 

the  fcepter.of  wbofe  kingdom  is  a  mighty  fcepter  \  who^j"^"-^- 
(hould  raife  the  tabernacle  of  David  that  is  fallen  ;  ^^- ixxii.  1 1. 
fore  whom  all  Kings  fhould  fall  dowHy  and  zvhom  alt  na-  ^^'  *^- 
tions  Jhould  ferve  ;  v/ho  Jhould  reign  over  the  boufe  ofKm,\x,\u 
Jacob  fh'  ever,  and  of  whofe  kingdom  there  fhall  be  ^o}j^^^V  J^- 

end.  Mic.  iv.  7. 

Now  what  can  be  more  delightful,  or  fatisfadkory^"^^;*''  ^ 
to  our  mind,  than  to  refleft  on  this  fwect  harmony 
of  things,  this  goodly  correfpondence  between  the 
old  and  new  world  ;  wherein  fo  pregnant  evidences 
of  God*s  chief  attributes  (of  his  goodnefs,  of  his  wif- 
dom,  of  his  fidelity  and  conftancy)  all  confpiring  to 
our  benefit,  do  Ihine  ?  Is  it  not  pleafant  to  contem- 
plate how  provident  God  hath  ever  been  for  our 
welfare  ?  what  trains  from  the  world's  beginning, 
or  ever  fince  our  unhappy  fall,  he  hath  been  laying 
to  repair  arid  reftore  us  ?  how  wifely  he  hath  ordered 
all  difpenfations  with  a  convenient  reference  and 
tendency  to  this  mafterpiece  of  grace  *•?  how  fteady 
he  hath  been  in  profecuting  his  defigns,  and  how 
faithful  in  accompliftiing  his  promifes  concerning 
it? 

If  the  Zv/v  Patriarchs  did  fee  this  day^  and  were  glady  Joh.viit  55. 
if  a  glimpfe  thereof  did  caufe  their  hearts  *to  leap*  'Hyaxxii- 
within  them;  if  its  very  dawn  had  on  the  fpirits  of***^**  • 
the  Prophets  fo  vigorous  an  influence  *,  what  comfort 
and  complacence  (hould  we  feel  in  this  its  real  pre- 
fence,  and  bright  afpeft  on  us  !   How  fenfibly  (hould 
we  be  affedled  with  this  our  happy  advantage  above 
them ;  the  which  our  Lord  himlelf  then  did  teach 

**  Non  itaque  novo  conlilio  Deus  rebus  humanis,  ncc  fcra  mife- 
fatkme  confuluit,  fed  a  condilutione  mundi  una.m  eandemque  om- 
nibus caufam  lalutis  inftiiuit.     Leo  P.  dc  Kat.  Strm,  3. 

*  Magnam  cnim  jucimditatem  tunc  carpebant  ipfi  fan£li  Pro- 
phctae,  cum  ca  videbant  in  fpiritU;  non  jam  impleta,  fed  adhuc 
ftitura.  4^g,  in  PJ,  xcvi. 
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SERM-tJS  to  cftimate  duly^when  he  f^id,  Blejfed  are  y$ur 
I.      eyes^for  they  fee  ;  and  y(mr  earSjf$r  they  bear  :  for  ve^ 

• rily  I  fay  unto  yotij  (hat  many  prophets  and  righteous  men 

Mitt.  xiii..  jj^j^g  defred  to  fee  thofe  things  which  ye  fee^  and  have  not 
*    *     ftefi  them  ;  and  to  hear  thofe  things  which  ye  hear^  atid 
have  not  heard  them. 

2.   Let  U3  confider  what  alteration  our  Lord's 

iph.  ii.  14- coming  did  induce,  by  comparing  the  ftate  of  things 

before  it  to  that  which  followed  it.   The  old  worl4 

then  confifttDg  of  two  parts,  fevered  by  a  ftroog  wall 

of  partitioo,  made  up  of  diference  in  opii>i9n,  iijk 

Afts  X.  z8.pr*^i^)  i^  agcdion,  together  with  a  flrid  prohibit 

tion  to  one  of  hdding  inter<fovrfe  with  the  other. 

Of  one,  and  that  iar  the  greater  part,  St.  PauJ 

Eph.  H.  li-hath  given  us  thefe  defcriptions  and  charaders  :  "They 

were  cdiens  from  the  cwnmonwealtb  of  IJrael^  and  Jlr^n^ 

jersfr4m  the  covenant^  having  no  hopCy  and  keiig  with^ 

Eph.  ii.  3.  Qfff  GqJ  i)f  (he  world  y  they  were  ^  natitre  the  cbil^eu 

"*  '*  ^      of  wraths  and  of  difobcdience  ;  they  were  dead  in  tref 

pajjes  and  Jtns^  zvalking  accordu^  to  the  courfe  of  this 

worlds  according  to  the  _Princ€  of  the  power  of  the  ajnry 

the  Spirit  that  worketb  in  the  children  of  difobpdiince  ^ 

Eph.  i>.     they  did  walk  in  the  vanity  ef  their  mind^  having  their 

*^""'^'     tmderflandisig  darkened^  being  alienated  from,  the  life  of 

Gody  through  the  ignorance  that  was  in  themy  becaufe  of 

the  blmdnj^  of  their  heart  \  and  being  pff  feeUng^  did 

give  fbenf elves  over  unto  lafcivioufnefsj  to  work  all  un- 

Eph.  n.  3.  clearmefs  with  greedinefs ;   they  had  their  converfation 

in  the  lufis  of  the  flejh^  fulfilling  the  defvres  <f  the  flejhy 

Tit.  iii.  3.  and  of  the  mind  ;  being  fmVtJtty  dijobedienty  deceived^ 

(Eph!r!sf'^rvi^^  divers  lujs  and  pleafureSy  living  in  malice  and 

Col.  ti.  I  J.  ^nvy^  bateftdy  and  bating  me  another.  Such  was  tlie 

I,.  '^'^''   cafe,  the  difmally   wretched  cafe,   of  the   Gentile 

^Th^'ff'^'^^      »  fuch  were  our  forefathers,  (fuch  after  them 

5.    "^  '  '^'of  courfc,  by  fatal  confequcnce,  (hould  we  have  been,) 

1  Pct.iv.j.^j^^y  ^^j.g  y^  ^i^^Jr  minds  blinded  with  CTofs  igno- 

Gal.  IV.  8.  ■'  1      1    1      1     1         •   1      r       1  1  • 

Rom.  i.     ranee,  and  deluded  with  foul  errors ;  they  were  m 

*5-^  their  wills  and  affcdlions  corrupted  with  great  dif- 

order,  perverfenefs,  fenfuality,  nulice  ^  they  did  in 

their 
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thck  cbtiverfation  pra<Jlife  all  forts  of  impiety,  ini-  s  £  ^  m. 
quityj  and  impurity ;  their  coaceptions  of  God  were      i. 
very  unworthy,  and  their  worfliip  anfwerably  fuch ;  ■ 

(fuU  of  fottifti,  favage,  beafljy  fiiperftitions;)  their 
prindples  were  vain,  and  their  Uf^  conformably  diC- 
folate;  in  (hort,  they  lived  under  the  domination 
and  influcn<::e  of  wicked  fpirils,  who  thence  are  ftyled 
hrds  and  princes  of  this  wofld^  (\f  ikis  air^  of  this  fecu-  Eph,  Ti.  lu 
lor  darknefs :  even  of  the  wifeft  among  chem,  (the*A*Q^jj^.j 
number  Gi  whom,  notwithftanding  the  clatter  theirsi^xiv.jo. 
writings  made,  was  very  fmall  and  inconfiderable,)  of  ^'Ji^'-^,^ 
thofe  who  by  the  conduft  rf  natural  light  ftrove  to  4- 
difengage  thcmfelves  from  vulgar  miftakes  and  mif-  ^^*"'  *** 
carriages,  the  cafe  wfcs  little  better  ;  for  even  their  Co»-  '^  u- 
minds  (after  all  iheir  ftudious  difquifitions  and  de-  Aafixvi. 
bates)  proved  dark  and  giddy ;  full  of  ignorance,  of  *8) 
error,  <h  doubt  in  regard  to  the  main  points  of  re- 
li^on,  and  of  morality ;  fome  of  them  flatly  deny- 
ing the  exiftence,  or  (which  in  efFefl:  is  the  fame) 
the  providence  of  God ;  the  natural  (liftindion  be- 
tween good  and  evil,  the  fpiritual  nature  and  future 
fubfift^ice  of  our  fouls,  the  difpenfation  of  rewards 
and  punifliments  after  this  life ;  others  wavering  in 
doubt,  or  having  but  faint  perluafions  about  thefc 
matters ;  few  or  none  having  dear  notions,  or  fteady 
opinions  about  any  fuch  things ;  whence  their  prac-* 
tice,  in  correfpondence  to  their  rules,  muft  needs 
have  been  very  loofe,  or  very  lame ;  fo  that  well 
might  our  Apoftle  fay  of  them.  They  became  vmn  in 
their jreafonings^  and  their  foolifh  heart  was  darkened ;  A»axc><r- 
proftffing  themfelves  wifcj  they  became  fools  i  and  as  /^O'Rom  \. 
did  not  like  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledge ^  Xjod  gave  3^1 -^zZ. 
them  over  to  a  reprobate  mind^  to  do  thofe  things  which 
are  not  convenient. 

As  for  the  other  part,  or  little  parcel  of  men,  tlie 
condition  of  that  was  alfo  very  low :  if  the  refl  of 
the  world  did  lie  in  dark  night,  they  did  live  but  in 
a  dufky  twilight ;  their  religion  was  much  wrapt  up  ^oi.  n.  17. 
in  (hadow  and  myftery  j  they  had  but  dilute  i^Js.V.V"* 

of 
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s  E  R  M.  of  God^s  nature,  and  fcant  difcoveries  of  his  will  ; 
I.  their  law  or  rule  of  praftice  in  divers  refpcds  was 
— — ^  defedive  and  infirm  ;  they  were  locked  Under  the 
difcipline  of  childiQi  rudiments,  fuiting  their  raw  ca- 
pacities, and  under  the  bondage  of  flavilh  yokes,  be- 
fitting their  ftubborn  difpofitions ;  which  defailances 
in  notion  their  practice  commonly  did  outftrip ; 
being  fond,  corrupt,  hypocritical,  void  of  interior, 
fubftantial  and  genuine  righteoufnefs ;  as  the  old 
Prophets  did  often  complain,  and  as  our  Lord,  with 
his  Apoftles,  did  urge. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  world  in  its  parts,  and 
Gat.  iu.  az.  jointly  of  the  whole  it  may  be  faid,  that  it  was  flmt 
^'ui**     ^P  ^^^^fi^  ^^^  guil^j  under  darknefs  and  weaknefs, 
ijl   '  *.  under  death  and  corruption,  under  forrow  and  woe : 
that  no  full  declaration  of  God's  pleafure,  no  clear 
overture  of  mercy,  no  exprefs  grant  of  fpiritual  aid, 
no  certain  redemption  from  the  filth  or  the  force  of 
fin,  from  the  ftroke  of  death,  from  due  punilhment 
hereafter ;  rib  encouragements  fuitable  to  high  de- 
votion, or  ftrift  virtue,  were  any  wife  in  a  folemn 
way  exhibited  or  difpenfed  before  our  Lord's  appear- 
ance :  fo  that  well  might  all  men  be  then  reprc- 
ifa.ix.  u   fented  as  Cimmerians,  j{///;/|'  in  darknefs^  in  the  region 
Matt^iv.     and  Jhadow  of  death -^  well  may  we  fuppofe  all  ages 
*  foregoing  to  have  teemed  with  hope  and  defire  of 
Rom.  viii.  this  happy  day  ;  or  that  (as  St.  Paul  faith)  the  whole 
*-  creation  (that  is,  all  mankind)  groaneth  together^  and 

travailetb  together  until  now ;  as  labouring  with  pangs 
of  implicit  defire,  or  under  a  painful  fenfe  of  needing 
a  Saviour  ;  well  might  Ifaiah  thus  proclaim  his  com- 
fa.ix.i,    ing  ;  Arife^  fhine^  for  thy  light  is  come^  and  the  glory 
*»  3-         of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  thee :  for  behold  darknefs  fhall 
cover  the  land^  and  grofs  darknefs  the  people ;  but  the 
Lord  fhall  arife  upon  thee^  and  his  glory  floall  be  feen 
upon  thee ;  arid  the  Gentiles  Jhall  come  to  thy  lights  and 
Pfal.  xcviii.  kings  to  the  brightnefs  of  thy  rifing :   for,   now,  the 
*•  Lord  hath  made  knozvn  his  falvation^  his  righteoufnefs 

hath  be  openly  fhewed  in  the  Jight^  of  the  heathen.  The 

Lord 
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Lord  hath  made  bare  his  holy  arm  in  the  eyes  of  all  thesis,  r  u. 
nations^  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  do  fee  the  falvation      r.  • 
of  oxir  God.  — ^ 

Now  we  are  all  children  of  the  lights  and  of  the  day  \ ,  ^^^^  ^ 
all  do  know  God  from  the  leafl  to  the  great eji  ;  the  rar-  5- 
eft,  the  deepeft  notions  are  grown  common  and  ob-  ig.^^.'e!)' 
vious;  every  child  is  inftrufted  in  the  higheft  truths,  Hcb.  via. 
ever)'  peafant  is  become  a  great  philofophcr,  (beyond  jj/.  xxxi. 
Ariftotle,  or  Plato,  or  Epiftetus,)  fkilful  of  the  beft  34- 
knowledge,  able  to  dired:  his  life  in  the  beft  way, 
capable  of  obtaining  the  beft  good. 

Now  the  fpirit  of  God  (the  fpirit  of  direftion,  ofAar.fi.  17. 
fuccour,  of  comfort  fpiritual,)  is   poured  upon  all  ^'J^^^'•  ^^• 
flefli .     Nozv  the  grace  of  Gody  that  bringeth  falvation^  Luke  xxiv. 
bath  appeared  to  all  men;  fully  inftrufting  them  in*^' 
their  duty,  and  ftrongly  enabling  them  to  perform 
it,  freely  ofTerihg  them  mercy,  mightily  encouraging 
them  with  hopes  of  moft  blelTed  rewards. 

Now  Jew  and  Gentile  are  reunited   and    com-  Eph.  ni.  6. 
paifted  in  one  body  ;  walking  in  the  fame  light,  and"*  '5' 
under  obligation  to  the  fame  laws ;    fharing  in  a 
common  redemption  and  inheritance;  being  infepa- 
rably  linked  together  with  the  bands  of  faith,  of  cha- 
rity, of  fpiritual  fraternity  ;  thus  old  things  are  pajed^^r.v. 
azvayy  behold  all  things  are  become  neWy  in  virtue  and  *^* 
confequence  of  our  Lord's  appearance  :  in  contem- 
plation of  which  fo  great,  fo  general,  fo  happy  ZLdfio^u:. 
change,  how  can  we  forbear  to  rejoice  ?  Hcb.ix.io. 

But  farther,  that  we  may  yet  more  nearly  touch 
the  poiiit, 

3.  Let  us  confider  that  the  nativity  of  our  Lord  is 
a^rand  inftance,  a  pregnant  evidence,  a  rich  earneft 
otAlmighty  God's  ver)^  great  affcdion  and  benignity 
toward  mankind:  for.  In  this  (faith  St.  John)  theiSoXmh. 
hue  of  God  was  manifejledy  that  God  fent  his  only  ^^-johniii,  16 
gotten  Son  into  the  world ;  and.  Through  the  tender  mer- 17. 
cies  of  our  God  (fang  old  Zechariah)  the  day'fpring^^^\\^^ 
from  on  high  did  vifit  us :  this  indeed  is  the  peculiar 
experiment,  vvh;;rcin  that  moft  divine  attribute  did 

fliew 
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s  E  R  M.fhew  and  figrializc  itfelf.     Thfe  power  of  God  doth 
I.      brightly  (hinc  in  the  creation,  the  vvifdom  of  God 

' may  clearly  be  difcerned  in  the  government  of  things : 

but  the  incarnation  of  God  is  that  work,  is  that  dif- 
penfation  of  grace,  wherein  the  divine  goodnefs  doth 
moft  confpicuoufly  difplay  itfelf:  how  indeed  pofli-. 
bly  could  God  have  demonftrated  a  greater  exccfs 
of  kind nefs 'toward  us,  than  by  thus  for  our  fake  and 
good  fending  his  deareft  Son  out  of  his  bofom  into  this 
fordid  and  fervile  eftate,  fubjefting  him  to  all  the  in- 
firmities of  our  frail  nature,  expofing  him  to  the 

Pfai.xxx^i.^orft  inconveniencies  of  our  low  condition*"?   What 

•  ^^"'-  ^'  expreflions  can  fignify,  -what  comparifons  can  fet  out 

the  ftupendous  vaftnefs  of  this  kindnefs  ?  If  we 
Ihould  imagine,  that  a  great  prince  (hould  put  his 
only  fon  (a  fon  moft  lovely,  and  worthily  moft  be-* 
loved)  into  ra^s,  (hould  dilmifs  him  from  his  court, 
(hould  yield  hmi  up  into  the  hardeft  flaver)'-,  merely 
to  the  intent  that  he  thereby  might  redeem  from 
captivity  the  meaneft  and  bafeft  of  his  fubje<5ts,  how 
faint  a  refemblance  would  tliis  be  of  that  immenfe 
goodnefs,  of  that  incomparable  mercy,  which  in  this 
inftance  the  King  of  all  the  world  hath  declared  to- 
ward us  his  poor  vaflTals,  his  indeed  unworthy  rebels ! 
And  what  greater  reafon  of  joy  can  there  be,  than 
fuch  an  aflTurance  of  his  love,  on  whofe  love  all  our 
good  dependeth,  in  whofe  love  all  our  felicity  con- 
fifteth  ?  What  can  be  more  delightful  than  to  view 
the  face  of  our  Almighty  Lord  fo  graciouily  fmiling 
upon  us  ? 

^  Apparucnrt  ante  potentia  in  renun  creatlone,  apparebat  fapj- 
entia  in  earum  gubernatione;  led  benignitas  milericordiae  nunc 

•  maxime  apparuit  in  humanitatc.     Bem,dc  Nat,  Serm,  i. 

Semper  quidcm  diverfis  modis,  multifqtie  mcnfuris  humano  ge- 
neri  bonitas  divina  confuluit,  et  pkirima  providentiae  fuae  munera 
omnibus  retro  feculti  clementftr  impertitt ;  fed  in  novilfimk  tem- 
poribus  omnem  abnndantiam  folitae  benignitatis  except ;  quando 
in  Chrifto  ipfa  ad  pecca tores  mircrieordia,  ip&  ad  errantes  Veritas, 
ipfa  ad  mortuos  vita  dcfccndit,  &c.     P,  Leo  M*  d£  Nat.  Scrm,  4. 

Should 
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Should  we  not  be  extremely  glad,  fhould  we  nots  e  r  m. 
be  proud,  if  our  earthly  prince  by  any  fignal  mark      i. 

would  exprefs  himfelf  kindly  affe6ted  to  us  ?     How 

much  more  (hould  we  relent  Tuch  a  teftimony  of 
God's  favour  !  how  worthily  may  our  fouls  be  tranf- 
ported  with  a  fenfe  of  fuch  afFcdion  ! 

4.  We  may  confider  our  Lord's  nativity,  as  not 
only  expreflingTimplegood  will,  but  implying  a  per- 
fect reconciliation,  a  firm  peace,  a  fteady  friendlhip 
cllablifhed  between  God  and  us ;  or  that  it  did  not 
only  proceed  from  love,  but  did  alfo  produce  love 
to  us.   We  did  (land  at  a  great  diftance,  in  eftrange- 
ment,  yea  in  enmity  toward  God ;  our  firft  parents 
had  by  prefumptuous   diiobedience   revolted  from 
him  ;  and  we,  infilling  on  the  footfteps  of  their  apo- 
ftafy,  continued  in  defiance  of  him  ;  All  men  badjinnedy  Rom.  iii.  ' 
and  fallen  fhort  of  the  glory  of  God — There  was  not  a^^\^  '*•  ^3- 
righteous  man  upon  earthy  that  did  good ^  and  finned  not :  eccI.  VxC,  ^ 
whence  unavoidably  the  wrath  or  the  moft  holy  God  ^"^  ^^^  ^^.^^ 
was  incenfed,  the  juftice  of  the  moft  righteous  Lord  Scrm.  i. 
was  engaged  againft  us;  tlience  did  iflue  a  fad  doom, 
thence  a  juft  fentence  of  capital  puniftiment  was  de- 
nounced on  us ;  no  pretence  of  favour,  no  overture 
of  peace,  no  hope  of  redrefs  did  then  appear ;  we 
nowife  being  able  to  expunge  our  guilt,  to  repair 
our  offences,  to  recover  out  of  that  corruption  in 
mind  and  will,  which  did  feal  us  up  to  ruin,  in- 
difpofing  us  either  to  find,  or  to  entertain  mercy : 
but  our  Lord's  coming  did  appeafe  that  anger,  did 
mollify  that  juftice,  did  liifpend.  that  condemnation, 
did  clofe  the  breach,  and  /7jy  the  enmity  ;  God  (as  thecph.  ii.  15, 
Apoftle  fpeaketh)  /^/^//>;^  his  Son  in  the  likenefs  of  finful^^^   ... 

flejhy  and  for  fin  did  condemn  fin  hi  thefejh  ^:  for,  how  2  Cor'.'v/* 

19. 

vTo  xsTad»ici3»  Satarir  yifoixipri,  lavrriv  ui/ccKaTUcet^of  tig  iXiV^tfiott, 
Atb.  p.  638. 

A^i/raToy  iripus  to  kaBu^ow  Kctf  upafjLXfrtrot  Itt*  af^fWJrUyi;  (puatect; 
vo^oJi p^S^yoti »  ft  fx^i  Bio^  tv  ffaptti  w»r«vo»To*  tltsti,  «  rit  u9Xfxoif7v)T09  ^i- 
wenc^vntp  IK  no^fACt  sljuyxyur,  ^C,      Ath,  dfi  l/Wam.  Vcrbl, 

VOL.  ir.  c  can 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


i8  ^he  Nativity  of  our  Lardy 

5  E  R  M.can  God  now  avert  his  face  from  us,  whom  his  only 

I.      dear  Son  hath  vouchfafed  to  make  and  own  for  his 

■  brethren?     How  can  he  look  with  an  eye  of  dif- 

pleafure  on  that  nature,  wherewith  that  Son  of  his 

love  ftandeth  clothed  before  him  ?     How  am  he 

i!^.  ^^' ''    abide  offended  with  our  race,  in  which  pure  inno- 

Fieb.  viu    cence  and  perfed:  obedience  are  found  "*;  he  now  ap- 

johnxiv.   pearing  with  us,  and  for  us,  in  whom  not  the  ftrid- 

I'^'T'l'  fj'^eft  juftice  nor  the  (hrewdeft  malice  can  defirry  any 

johnlcix/  fault  or  blemilh  ;  in  whom  therefore  God  is  thoroughly 

^.'-^'i^K^well'p/cafed  f  Since  we  have  EmauneL  God  with  us.^^ 

aWia».      '  God  manifejled  in  our  flejh — The  Lord  our  right eoufnefs^ 

iMaiL  m.    partaker  of  our  infirmity,  interceflbr  and  advocate 

I  iim.  iiL  for  his  own  flcih  and  blood,  ready  to  do  and  fuffer 

jcr  xxiii    whatever  God  pleafeth  to  require  on  our  behalf,  how 

6.  xxAiii.  can  God  be  againft  us  ?     Shall  God  and  man  perfift 

'^'  at  diftance  or  difaffedion,  who  are  lo  clofely  related, 

who  are  indeed  lo  intimately  united  in  one  perfon  ? 

Shall  heaven  and  earth  retain  enmity,  which  have  lb 

Pfai.ixxxv. kindly  embraced  and  killed  each  other;  fmce  truth 

*  *'  hath  fp' out ed from  the  earthy  and  right eoufnefs  hath  locked 

down  from  heaven  f     Shall  the  war  go  on,  when  the 

great  Mediator  and  umpire  of  peace  is  come  \  preach- 

Ta.  ix.  5.    /^/ji  p^ace  to  them  that  are  afar  off^  and  to  them  that  are 

Ai\^  X.  i^'in^ar  f^     Can  death  any  longer  reiiz:n  over  us,  or  our 

t  Cor,  :i.  8.di{gr;»ce  and  milery  continue,  now  that  the  Prince  of 

lifey  the  Lord  of  glory,  the  Captain  of  falvation  doth 

appear  for  our  relief  ? 

Now  then  what  can  be  more  worthy  of  joy,  than 
fuch  a  blcil'cd  turn  of  affairs  ?  How  can  we  other- 
wife  than  with  exceeding  gladnefs  Iblemnize  fuch  a 
peace  ?  a  peace  accorded  with  hip,  who  in  forces 
fo  infinitely  doth  overmatch  us  ;  who  at  his  pleafure 


eoc^A.   Atb.  p.  620. 

E»  j  ^>7  i»  T>)  aixa^rvKTaay  (plan   i  afa^yWt^Tij^Ia  wf  S»3,  w«?  xaTix^tSn 
i  aixa^ria  it  t^  aafKk  ',   Id.  p.  ^6S, 

can 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Tidings  of  great  Joy.  1 9 

can  utterly  quell  us ;   who  with  the  greateft  eafe,  s  e  R  M. 
with  lefs  than  a  word  of  his  mouth,  can  dalh  us  to       i. 

nothing,  or  hurl  us  down  into  an  abyfs  of  remedilefs — 

woe  :  how  can  we  avoid  being  extremely  fatisfied  at 
the  recovery  of  his  favour  and  friendfliip,  which 
alone  can  be  the  foundation  of  our  fafcty  and  wel- 
fare, which  is  the  fole  fountain  of  all  good,  of  all 
comfort,  of  all  felicity  ? 

5.  Our  Lord's  nativity  doth  infer  a  great  honour, 
and  a  high  preferment  to  us  :  nowife  indeed  could 
mankind  be  fo  dignified,  or  our  nature  fo  advanced 
as  hereby  :  no  wifdom  can  devife  a  way  beyond  this,Eph.  21. 
whereby  God  (hould  honour  his  moft  fpecial  favour- '°'  '^• 
ites,  or  promote  them  to  a  nearnefs  unto  himfelf. 
For  hence  we  become  allied  to  God  in  a  moft  ftrait  rHw/^i^-^ 
affinity,  his  eternal  Son  being  made  our  brother  :  r*:JL7r>:» 
hence  as  touching  the  blood-royal  of  heaven  we  do^'/^^* 
in  dignity  o'crtop  all  the  creation ;  fo  that  what  the  Athri). 
Pfalmift  uttered  concerning  man  is  verified  in  the^'^) 
moft  coraprehehfive  fenfe ;  fhou  haft  crowned  him  wiih^f^x,  viii.  5, 
g/ory  and  honour,' and  haji  fet  him  over  the  works  of  thy  Heb.  ii.  7, 
hands  ;  thou  hafi  put  all  things  in  fubjeSlion  under  his  8. 
feet :  for  now  the  Son  of  man,  being  alfo  the  Son  of 
God,  is  the  head  of  all  principality  and  power,  is  theCo\,\\,  10. 
Lord  of  all  things,  is  the  fovereign  Prince  of  all  the  ^^^3*^';^^; 
world,  is  placed/^  above  all  principality,  and  power, ^p^- }-  ii- 
and  might,  and  domimon,  and  evay  name  that  is  named, ,  Pet.'iSi!* 
ftot  only  in  this  world,  but  alfo  in  that  which  is  to  come,  i*- 
This  is  a  peculiar  honour,  to  which  the  higheft  an- 
gels cannot  pretend  ;  for  he  took  not  the  nature  cf  an-  u^b.  ii.  16. 
gels  J  but  he  took  the  feed  of  Abraham ;  whence  thofe 
noble  creatures  are  become  in  a  manner  inferior  to 
poor  us ;  and,  according  to  juft  obligation,  willingly  J^<^^;  •;  />• 
to  adore  our  nature ;  for,  zvhen  God  brought  his  firJixJ^CiV  " 
begotten  Son  ifUo  the  world,  he  faid.  Let  all  the  angels  (?/*Ath.p.597. 
God  worjhip  him:   is  not  indeed  our  flelh  become xotumcc 


cor- 


adorable,  as  the  true  Shechinah,  as  the  everlaftingi^*'":»pK* 

palace  of  the  fupremc  Majcfty,  wherein  the  fulnefs  ofxl%,  uTit 

the  Godhead  divelleih  bodily  ;  as  the  moft  holv  llirine^'*'"^''''''"' 

,.10. 
c  2  of 
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SLR  M,of  the  Divinity  ;  as  the  orb  of  inaccejfible  light ;  as 
I.      more  than  all  this,  if  more  could  be  exprellcd,  or  if 

we  could  expound  that  text,  the  word  was  madeflejh^ 

Joiin  i.  ^\,and  dwelt  in  us  ?  May  not  our  foul  worthily  claim 
*"*^*^*  the  higheft  refpeft,  all  whole  faculties  (being  en- 
dued with  unmeafurable  participations  of  the  holy 
Spirit)  have  been  tuned  to  a  perfecft  harmony  with 
the  all-wife  underftanding  and  the  mod  pure  will  of 
God  ?  yea,  which  hath  been  admitted  into  the 
neareft  conlortthip,  into  the  ftriiftcft  union  with  the 
eternal  word  ;  hath  become  an  ingredient  of  him, 
I  Col  i.  i4who  is  the  wifdom  and  the  power  of  God  ?  It  was  a 
great  dignity  that  man  (hould  be  made  according  to 
the  image  of  God  ;  but  it  is  a  more  fublime  glory, 
that  God  fliouid  be  made  after  the  image  of  man, 
Hd).  a.  i7.5caTa  Trayra  o/txoiw&iK,  being  made  like  to  us  in  hll  things y 
bating  only  fin,  which  is  no  part  of  us,  but  an  un- 
natural excrefcence,  or  a  defleftion  from  our  na- 
ture": how  could  we  be  fo  railed  up  to  God,  as  by 
his  thus  (looping  down  to  us  ?  What  can  be  ima- 
gined more  honourable  to  us,  than  that  God  fliould 
deem  \is  worthy  of  fuch  condefcenfion  ?  This,  this 
indeed  is  our  exaltation,  that  God  for  us  fliould  ex- 
prefs  not  only  fo  vaft  charity,  but  fo  prodigious  hu- 
mility. 

And  is  it  not  good  matter  of  joy  to  be  thus  highly 
graced''?     When  are  men  better  pleated,  than  when 
they  are  preferred ;  then  clpecially,  when  from  the 
pfai.  cjuii.  meaneft  ftate,/;*^;«  the  dunghill^  ot  from  the  dvjly  they 
jfiam. H.  ^^^  raifed  to  be  jet  among  princes^  and  made  to  inherit 
8.  the  throne  of  glory  f     Wherefore  this  being  our  cafe. 

Job  xvi'.    that  we  fons  of  irarth,  children  of  corruption^  and  bre^ 


-4 


^  Qui  cam  origtni  humanx  multimi  dcJcrit,  quod  nos  ad  ima- 
ginctti  fuam  fecit,  rcparationi  noftrac  longe  amplius  tribuit,  cum 
I'ervili  formx  ipfc  Ic  Dominus  coaptavit.     Leo  dc  Nat,  Serm,  4. 

**  Exultcnt  ergo  in  laudcm  Dei  corda  credcntiimi,  ct  mirabJIIa 
ejus  contiteantur  filii  hominum>  quoniam  in  hoc  praecipuc  Dei 
Qjxrc  humilitas  noftra  cognolbit,  quanti  cam  funs  conditor  ccfti- 
m^rit.     I^eo  Srrm,  4, 

thren 
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then  of  worms  (in  Job's  ftyle);  we  exiles  of  paradife,  s  e  r  m. 
we  heirs  of  death  and  mifery  ;  we,  that  by  our  na-       i. 
ture  are  the  lovveft  of  all  intelligent  creatures,  that 


by  our  merits  w^ere  debafed  beneath  the  beajis  that  fe-  pfni.  xUx. 
rijh^  that  we  are  aflumed  to  fuch  relations,  that  we*^- 
are  ennobled  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  our  nature  hath 
mounted  fo  high  above  all  creatures,  with  what  en- 
largement of  heart  Ihould  we  entertain  a  dirpcnfation 
fo  wonderful  1  how  welcome  Ihould  that  day  be, 
which  doth  introduce  it  p! 

6.  Finally,  if  we  furvey  all  principal  caufes  of  joy, 
and  fpccial  exultation,  we  (hall  find  them  all  con- 
curring in  this  event. 

Is  a  mcflenger  of  good  news  embraced  with  joy  ? 
Behold  the  great  Evangelift  is  come,  with  his  mouth 
full  of  news,  mofl  admirable,  mod  acceptable  :  he, 
who  doth  acquaint  us,  that  God  is  well  pleated,  that 
man  is  reflored,  that  the  Adverfary  is  cqfi  dozvn^  that  Apoc.  xii. 
paradife  is  fet  open,  and  immortality  retrieved  ;  that  j\^j,n  jjjv. 
truth  and  righteoufnefs,  peace  and  joy,  falvation  and  30.^ 
happinets  are  deicended,  and  come  to  dwell  on  earth ; 
he  of  whom  the  prophet  told.  How  beautiful  upon  them.  lii.  7. 
mountains  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings  ;^^^^  '^  ^^' 
that  pub/i/he/h  pence ^  that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  ^^ood^ 
that  pnbUlheih  falvation^  that  faith  unto  Zion,  Thy  God 
rei^nefh  ;  he  who  doth  himfelf  thus  declare  the  drift 
and   purport  of  his  mciiage ;  The  fpirit  of  the'  Lord^^^-  ixi.  i, 
God  is  upon  wf,  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek  jLukdv.rS, 
he  hath  f^nt  me  to  bind  up  the  broken  hearted \  to  pro-  '9- 
claim  liberty  to  tb^  captives^  and  opening  vf  the  prifon  to 
them  that  are  bound ;  to  jyroclaim  the  acceptable  year  of 
the  Lord,  to  confort  all  that  mourn. 

Is  the  birth  of  a  prince  by  honeft  fubjeds  to  be 
commemorated   with  joyous   feftivity  ?     Behold   aifa.  xi.  2. 
Prince  born  to  all  the  world  !  a  Prince  undertakingj*^'^'-.'^^^**^ 
to  rule  mankind  with  fweeteft  clemency  and  exacit 

^  Hie  infirmitatis  noftr«  rnfcipicns  comlitioncm,  propter  rjiios 
ad  inferna  dclccndii  coi'dcm  in  ca-lelUbus  coUocavit.  Leo  de  Nat.  5. 

c  3  jufticc  i 
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s  E  R  M.juftice  j  a  Prince  bringing  with  him  all  peace  and 
I.       profperity  ;  in  zvhofe  days  Judah  Jhall  be  faved^  and 
Ifrael  Jhall  dwell  Jafely  ;  who  fliall  prote<5t  us  .in  af- 


jcr.xxiii.6.fured  reft  and  fafety  \  fliall  fecure  us  from  all  dan- 
ger and  mifchief;  fliall  atchieve  mofl:  gallant  and 
glorious  exploits  in  our  behalf;   fliall  vanquifli  all 
the  enemies  of  our  welfare  ;  fliall  refcue  us  from  the 
worfl:  flaveries  and  mifchiefs ;    fliall  fettle  us  in  a 
T.uke  i.  7i,niofl  free  and  happy  fl;ate  :  he  zvho  bringeth  Jalvation 
:4>  ;5-     Jrom  our  enemies^  and  from  the  hands  of  all  that  hate  us^ 
that,  beino^  delivered  from  the  hands  of  our  enemies^  we 
might  ferve  him  without  fear  ^  in  holinefs  and  right  eoufnefs 
before  him^  all  the  days  of  our  life.     Now  therefore  it 
Apoc.  xix.  is  feafonable  to  cry  out,  Allelujah^for  the  Lord  God 
^>  7.  x»-  ^S' omnipotent  reigneth-,  let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice ^  and  give 

honour  to  him. 

ifa.  ix.  3.       May  viftory  worthily  beget  exultation  ?     See  the 

invincible  Warrior  doth  iffue  forth  into  the  field, 

Apoc.  vi.  z.  conquering  and  to  conquer  :  he  that  fliall  baffle  and  rifle 

LuKc  XI.     ^^^  flrong  one^  our  formidable  adverfary  ;  that  fliall 

Col.  ii.  15.  rout   all  the  forces  of  hell,  and  triumph  over  the 

^tiT ""''    P^w^^^  ^^  darknefs  ;  that  utterly  fliall  defeat  fin,  and 

flay  death  itfelf ;  that  fliall  fubdue  the  world,  and 

lay  all  things  profl:rate  at  his  feet ;  behold  the  Cap^ 

tain  of  our  falvation,  arrayed  with  glorious  humility, 

and  armed  with  a  mighty  patience  ;  fee,  the  great 

blow  is  fl:ruck,  at  which  the  infernal  powers  do  fl:ag- 

I  John  iii.  ger  ;  the  Devil's  pride  and  envy  are  abafed,  all  the 

Kom  xvi.  enemies  are  amazed,  are  daunted,  are  confounded  at 

20.  '        his  prefence  ;  they  cannot  fliand,  they  break,  they 

fcatter,  they  flee  before  him. 

Is  a  proclamation  of  peace,  after  rueful  wars,  to 

Eph.  ii.  17.be  folemnized  with  alacrity  ?     Behold  then  everlaft:- 

ing  peace  between  heaven  and  earth,  a  general  peace 

among  men,  a  found  peace  between  each  good  man 

and  himfelf  are  fettled  and  publiflied  ;  the  illuftrious 

herald,  the  noble  hoftagc   of  them  is  arrived  ;   the 

^^a^x'*^*6^  Pr/W^  of  peace  himfelf  doth  bring  all  peace  unto  us. 

iia.'ix%'!  '     Is  fatisfaftion  of  defire,  and  hope  very  pleafant  ? 

Behold 
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Behold  the  defire  of  all  nations^  the  exfe^ation  of  Ifrael^  s  e  R  M. 
he  for  whom  the  whole  creation  groaned,  is  come.  i. 

Is  recovery  of  liberty  delegable  to  poor  flaves  and 

captives  ?     Behold,  the  Redeemer  is  come  out  of  Sion  ; 
the  precious  ranfom,  fufficient  to  purchafe  the  free- 
dom  of  many  worlds,  is  laid  down  ;  unblemiflied 
innocence,  purity,  and  perfection  appearing  in  hu- 
man nature,  have  procured  a  relealement  ^for  us  -, 
have  unlocked  the  prifon  of  fin  detaining  us,  have(Gai.iu. 
knocked  off  the  fhackles  of  guilt  forely  pinching  and^*-^ 
galling  our  confciences;  have  wrefted  us  from  the 
hands  of  thofe  proud  mafters,  who  claimed  a  right, 
who  exerciled  a  moft  tyrannous  power  over  us  '^;  he 
is  come,  that  proclaimeih  liberty  to  the  captives^  ^WLukciv.  1^. 
opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound ;  the  time 
is  come,  of  which  the  prophet  foretold  ;  The  ranfomedx^^.,  xxxv. 
of  the  Lord  jhall  return^  and  come  to  Sion  with  fongSy '°' 
and  everltiffin^  joy  vpon  their  heads  ;  they  floall  obtain  joy 
and  gladnefs  ;  and  Jorrozv  and  fighing  fhall  flee  azvay. 

Is  an  overture  of  health  acceptable  to  fick  and 
janguilhing  perfons  ?     Behold   the  great  Phyfician, Luke  x.  33. 
endued  with  admirable  (kill,  and  furnifhed  with  jn-^^"-^^- 
fallible  remedies,  is  come,  to  cure  us  of  our  maladies, 
and  cafe  us  of  our  pains  ;  to  bind  up  our  wounds, 
and  to  pour  in  balm  (the  moft  fovereign  balm  of  his1Pct.ii.24, 
own  blood)  into  them ;  to  free  us,  not  only  from  all 
mortiferous  difeafes,  but  from  mortality  itfelf :  he, 
who  was  fent  to  bihd  up  and  heal  the  broken  hearted ;^^''^-^^i- 1- 
he,  who  himfelf  took  our  injirmities^  ayid  bare  our  fick- \(^^^y^,'/^' 
uejfes  y  he,  of  whom  the  prophet  (in  relation  to  cor-^*"-^'"'- 
poral,  and  much  more  to  Spiritual  infirmities)  didif,.  ^xxv. 
foretel ; — God  will  come  and fave you  ;  then  the  eyes  of'^s- 
the  blind  fhall  be  opened^  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf  fhallLnkcv'.i^j. 
be  unflopped  \  then  fhall  the  lame  man  leap  as  a  bart^ 

*?  Nam  fuperbia  hoftis  antiqui  non  immcrito  lib!  in  omnes  ho- 
mines JOS  tyrannicum  vindicabat,  nee  indebito  dominatu  prcme- 
bat.  quos  a  raandato  Dei  fjwntancos  in  obfequium  I'uae  voluntatis 
alloxsrat.     Leo  dc  Nat,  Scrm.  2. 

c  4  aud 
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s  E  R  u.and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  fhallfmg^  he,  whofe  art  no 
I.      diibaic  can  refill,  who  is  able  to  cure  our  mod  def- 

perate,  our  moft  inveterate  diftempcrs;  to  heal  the 

rjohnxii.  corruption  and  impotency  of  our  nature,  to  avoid 
Ads  X.  38.the  ignorances  and  errors  of  our  underftanding,  to 
i.ukcx.34.}corre(il  the  ftupidit)'  of  our  hearts,  the  perverfenefs 
fE^ck.       of  our  wills,  the  diforder  of  our  affeftions,  to  miti- 
Eph.ii.'iooS^^^  our  anguiili  of  confciencc,  and  cleaqle  our  fores 
of  guilt ;   by  various  efficacious  medicines,  by  the 
wholefome  inftrudions  of  his  doftrine,  by  the  power- 
ful infpirations  of  his  grace,  by  the  refrefhing  com- 
forts of  his  fpirit,  by  the  falutary  virtue  of  his  merits 
and  lufTerings. 

Is  mirth  feafonable  on  the  day  of  marriage  ?    Be- 
hold the  greateft  wedding  that  ever  was  is  this  day 
folemnized  :   heaven  and  earth  are  contraAed  ;  di- 
vinity is  efpoufed  to  humanity ;  a  facred,  an  indif- 
foluble  knot  is  tied  between   God  and  man  j  The 
2ot\\\.\G^ Bridegroom  is  come  forth  out  of  his  chamber^  (verbum 
Dei  de  utero  virginali)  clad  in  his  nuptial  garment 
of  flefli,  and  ready  to  wed  the  Church  his  beloved 
y\poc.  xix.  Spoule  ^;  Let  us  therefore  be  glad  and  rejoice  ;  for  the 
^-  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come^  and  his  wife  hath  made 

hcrfelf  ready. 

Is  the  accefc  of  a  good  friend  to  be  received  with 
cheerful  gratulation  ?  Behold  the  deareft  and  beft 
friend  of  all  mankind  (moft  able,  moft  willing,  moft 
ready  to  perform  all  good  offices,  to  impart  whole- 
fome advice,  needful  aid,  fweet  converfe,  and  feafon- 
able confolation)  is  arrived  to  vifit  us,  to  fojourn 
with  us,  to  dwell  with  us  for  ever. 

Is  opportune  relief  grateful  to  perfons  in  a  forlorn 
condition,  pinched  with  extreme  want,  or  plunged 


^  In  natali  Domini  quad  in  nuptiis  fpiritualibus  fponfa  fuae 
Ecclcliae  Chrillus  adjuncStus  eft — tunc  procdiit  fponfus  dc  thalamo 
fuo,  hoc  eft,  verbum  Dei  de  utero  virginali.  Aug.  di  Umf. 
tStrm.  2. 

II  Trafw;  h  t)  o  Xsy^  ItvixftvaxTo  Tr,v  au^KX,      Proci.  in  Efh.  p.  I. 

in 
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in  any  hard  diftrefs  ?     Behold,  a  merciful,  a  bounti-  s  e  r  m. 
fbl,  a  mighty  Saviour  and  luccourer,  undertaking  to      i. 

comfort  all  that  mourn,  inviting  all  fuch  to  receive 

from  him  a  plentiful  fupply  for  their  needs,  a  com- 
fortable eafe  in  their  preiiures,  a  happy  riddance 
from  their  calamities;  who  crieth  aloud,  If  any  ondx^it. 
tbhjletby  let  him  come  to  me  and  drink ;  Come  to  me  aJI^^}^^  "^ 
ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  youu^,  iv.  x. 
refi.  "  *^'^'  ^'  • 

Is   the   fun-rifing   comfortable,   after   a   tedious, 28. 
darkfome,  and  cold  night  ?    See,  the  Sun  of  right eoufuaX.  w,  2. 
nefs  is  rifen  with  healing  in  his  wings,  dilpenfing  all 
about  his  pleafant  rays  and  kindly  influences  :  Theuxkt  i.  78. 
day- fpring  from  on  high  hath  vifited  us  i  diffufing  an 
univerfal  light  upon  the  fouls  of  men,  whereby  the 
night  of  ignorance  is  difpelled,  the  fpeftres  of  error 
are   vaniflied,   the   mifts   of   doubt   are   fcattered ; 
whereby  we  clearly  and  alTuredly  difcern  all  truths 
of  importance  to  us,  and  worthy  of  our  knowledge  ; 
concerning  the  nature  and  attributes,  the  works  and 
providence,  the  will  and  pleafure  of  God  ;  concern- 
ing ourfelves,  our  nature  and  original,  our  duty  and 
intereft,  our  future  flate,  and  final  doom  :  Our  light  ^^^•^^'  i- 
is  come^  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  rifen  upon  us  ;  /^^iz!  ix.^i 
tight  of  the  worlds  the  true  light,  enlightening  every  man,^-  9- 
by  whofe  luftre  all  flefJ)  may  fee  the  falvation  of  God^  i.";^"*" 
and  which  guideth  our  feet  in  the  way  of  peace,  doth 
vifibly  (hine  forth  upon  us. 

Never  indeed  did  heaven  with  fo  fair  and  ferene 
a  countenance   fmile  upon  earth,  as  then  it  did, 
when  this  (ar^j  XocfAw^oq  xu\  io^^ivcq,)  bright  and  morn^Apoc.  xxii. 
iug'far  did  fpringup  above  our  horizon,  bringing  this'^' 
goodly  day  ;   and  with  it  Ihedding  life  and  cheer 
among  us. 

From  this  aufpicious  day  did  commence  the  re- 
vocation of  that  fatal  curfe,  by  which  we  were  ex- 
pelled from  paradife,  adjudged  to  death,  and  com- 
mitted to  belli  from  thence  wc  bccam;  reinftated 

in 
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s  E  R  M.in  a  condition  of  hope,  and  in  a  fair  capacity  of  hap- 
I.      pinefs;  from  thence  is  to  be  dated  a  return  of  joy 

into  this  region  of  difconfolatencfs.  In  this  nati- 
vity mankind  was  born,  or  did  revive  from  manifold 
deaths  ;  from  a  legal,  a  moral,  a  natural,  an  eternal 
death ;  from  lying  dead  in  irreparable  guilt,  and 
under  an  infuperable  power  of  fin  ;  from  having  our 
bodies  irrecoverably  diffolved  by  corruption,  and  our 
fouls  immerfed  into  \ki'2Xfecond  more  ghaftly  death  of 
perpetual  incurable  anguifh. 

It  is  in  efFeft  therefore  the  birth-day  of  the  world; 
the  beginning  of  a  new,  better,  eternal  life  to  men, 
(offered  to  all,  and  efFeftually  beftowed  on  thofe 
who  will  embrace  it,)  which  we  now  do  celebrate  *. 
All  reafon  therefore  we  have  to  rejoice  mod  heartily,' 
and  moft  abundantly  :  as  the  goods  thence  accruing 
to  us  are  in  multitude  innumerable,  in  quality  in- 
eftimable,  in  duration  immenfe;  fo  in  fome  corre- 
fpondence  fhould  our  joy  be  very  intenfe,  very  ef- 
fufe,  very  ftable  ;  the  contemplation  of  them  fhould 

x.';«cif-    infufe  fomewhat  of  that  imfpeakable  joy^  whereof  St. 


XA.r^r.Ti;. 


Prt.Ts.  Peter  fpeaketh  ;  we  fliould  he  filed  (according  to 
Rom.  r.v.  St.  PauKs  exprcflion)  zvith  alt  joy  and  peace  in  he- 
PhJi.L  25.  lieving  them  ;  we  fhould  hold  fajl  (as  the  Apoflle  to 
Hcb.  ill.  6.f|^g  Hebrews  advifeth)  the  confidence  and  rejoicing  of 

Rom.  XII.     ,  ,,  X  r  1  f  J  ^     J 

12.  hope^  grounded  on  them,y7r;«  to  the  tnd. 

Having  fo  many,  fo  great  caufes  of  joy,  arc  we  not 
very  ftupid,  are  we  not  ilrangely  crofs  and  perverfe, 
if  we  ncgledl  fo  pleafant  a  duty  ? 

To  conclude  :  Of  all  the  days  that  rife  upon  us, 
this   undoubtedly  is  the  queen,  crowned  by  God's 


•  It  is  the  birth-day  of  the  Church.     Generatio  enim  ChrilU 
origo  ell  populi  Chrillianij  et  natal  is  capitis  natalis  ett  corporis.  . 
P,  Leo  dc  JSiTt.  Scrm.  6. 

Sicut  cum  Chrillo  in  pallionc  cnicitixi,  in  returref^ione  refufci- 
tati,  in  alrenfione  ad  dcxtram  Patris  collocati,  ita  cum  ip(o  fumus 
in  hac  nativitatc  congenili.     7/;i. 

own 
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own  hand  with  fovereign  bleffings ;  God  hath  avowed  s  e  R  m. 
it  to  be  the  day  of  his  peculiar  making,  and  there-      i. 

fore  of  our  fpecial  rejoicing;   for  thus  of  old  the • 

infpired  Pfalmift  did  teach  and  exhort  us  to  keep^^^*- "^"^ 
Chriftmas  :  This  is  the  day^  which  the  Lord  hath  made ;  Matt.  xxi. 
let  us  rejoice  and  be  glad  therein.  A6U^V.  n. 

I  Pet.  ii.  7I 


SERMON 
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SERMON     II. 


The  Sufferinsrs  of  Chrift  foretold  in  the  Old 
Teftament. 


Acts  iii.   18. 


But  thofe  things^  which  God  before  had  Jhewed  by  the 
month  of  all  his  prophets^  that  Chrijl  fhould  fuffer^  he 
hath  Jo  fulfilled. 

MANY  good  ailments  there  are,  different  ins  e  r  m. 
kind,  which  oonfpire  to  perfuade  the  truth  of     11. 

our  Religion ;  fuch.  as  are  the  intrinfic  rea{bnable 

nefs,  excellency,  and  perfection  of  its  doftrine ;  the 
miraculous  works  performed  in  atteftation  thereto ; 
the  fpecial  favour  of  Providence  declared  in  the  fup- 
port  and  propagation  thereof:  but  upon  no  other 
ground  do  the  Scriptures  fo  much  build  its  truth, 
and  our  obligation  to  embrace  it,  as  upon  the  exadl 
correfpoodence  and  conformity  thereof  to  all  the  an- 
cient Scriptures,  which  did  forefhew  or  foretell  its 
revelation  and  introduftion  into  the  world  j  to  thofe 
cfpecially  which  defcribed  the  perfonal  characters, 
circumftances,  and  performances*  of  our  Lord  :  to 
this  our  Lord,  in  his  difcourfes  and  difputes  with  in- 
credulous people,  referred  them ;  Search  the  ScriptureSy  John  v.  3^. 
iaid  he,  becaufe  in  thsm  ye  expe£i  to  have  eternal  life ; 

(that 
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s  E  R  M.4*^*t  is,  to  find  the  true  way  of  faving  truth  leading 
II.      thereto,)  and  thofe  are  they  which  ieftify  of  me  :  by  this 

he  inftrufted  and  convinced  his  Dilciplcs  ;  beginning 

Luke  iLxw.jrom  Mofes  and  from  all  the  Prophets^  he  expounded  unto 
37.  r*7o.    them  in  all  the  Scriptures  the  things  concerning  himfelf : 
xxiv.  44.    m^(j^  Thefe  (faid  he  to  them  prcl'ently  before  his  de- 
parture) are  the  words  ^  which  If  pake  unto  you  ^  while  I 
was  yet  with  yoUy  that  all  things  mufl  be  fulfilled^  zvhich 
were  written  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  and  in  the  Prophets^ 
and  in  the  Pfalms  concerning  me :  this  the  Apoftles,  in 
all  their  preaching,  (whereby  they  taught,  proved,  and 
perfuaded  the  Chriftian  doftrine,)  did  chiefly  infift 
Aasiii.  z2,upon  ;  Mofes,  faith  St.  Peter,  truly  faid  unto  the  Fa- 
^-  thers,  yea,  and  all  the  Prophets  from  Samuel,  and  thofe 

that  follow  after,  as  many  as  have  fpoken,  have  likezvife 
A6is  X.  ^i  foretold  of  thefe  days  ;  and,  To  him,  faith  he  again, 
i<"*xxiv*^'cS'^'^^  ^?//  the  Prophets  witnefs,  that  through  his  name  who- 
H-  foever  believeth  in  him  Jhall  receive  remiffion  of  fins. 

Aas'^xvitf.*  And  of  St.  Paul  it  is  faid,  that  he  mightily  convinced 
28.  xxwiu  the  Jews  ^hewing  by  the  Scriptures,  that  Jefus  was  the 
^^*  Chrifl ;  and — he  expounded,  and  teflifed  the  kingdom  of 

God,  perfuading  them  concerning  Jefus,  both  out  of  the 
Law  of  Mofes,  and  out  of  the  Prophets :  thus  the  chief 
Apoftles  and  founders  of  our  religion  in  their  pub- 
lic difcourfes ;  and  in  their  Epiftles  they  obferve 
the  fame  method  ;  as  particularly  aflTerting  Chriftian 
dodtrines  and  duties  by  the  teftimonies  of  prophe- 
tical Scriptures,  fo  generally  affirming  our  Religion 
1  Pet.  i.  ic.to  be  chiefly  grounded  on  them  ;  of  zvhich  falvation 
(faith  St.  Peter,  concerning  the  falvation  exhibited 
by  the  Gofpel)  the  Prophets  did  inquire,  and  fear ch  di- 
ligently, who  prophefied  of  the  grace  to  come  unto  you  ; 
and  (in  regard  to  the  convidlion  of  others)  he  feems 
to  prefer  the  atteftation  of  this  kind  before  the  fpe- 
cial  revelation  immediately  made  to  the  Apoftles ; 
for  having  fpoken  of  it,  he  fubjoins,  yai  ixf^^uiy  (3iS«4- 
*  =  Pet.  i.  i9.oTifoy  rly  Trfo^rjTixok  hcyoy'  JVe  hove  alfo  a  mare  fure 
word  of  prophecy,  whercunto  ye  do  well,  that  ye  do  take 
heed,  as  unto  a  light  that  flnneth  in  a  dark  place j  until 

the 
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the  day  dawn,  and  the  day/far  arife  in  your  hearts,  s  E  R  M. 
And  St.  Paul  iaith,  that  the  myjlery^  zvhich  was  kept      n, 

fecret  Jince  the  world  began  ^  was  then  made  vianifeji,  and 

ly  the  prophetical  Scriptures^  according  to  the  command'^'^^-^V\ 
mettt  of  the  everlajling  God^  made  known  to  all  naiionSy 
to  the  obedience  of  faith  \  and,  The  holy  IJlitings  (he 
telleth  Timothy)  were  able  to  make  him  wife  to  /Z?^ « Tun,  Uu 
falvatioHy  which  is,  by  the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrifl ;  that  '^' 
is,  they  were  able  to  fhew  and  perfuade  to  him  the 
truth  of  Chriftianitjs  which  promifeth  falvation  to 
all  that  heartily  embrace  it,  and  obferve  its  laws. 

Such  a  ftrefs  was  laid  upon  this  probation  by  the 
founders  of  our  religion  ;  and  no  wonder  j  for  that  it 
is  not  only  extremely  forcible  in  itfelf,  but  hath  fomc 
particular  ufes,  and  fome  peculiar  advantages  be- 
yond others.  The  foreknowledge  of  future  contin- 
gent events,  (fuch  as  were  many  of  thofe  concerning 
cur  Saviour,  depending  upon  the  freeft  a<5ts  of  hu- 
man will,)  as  it  is  for  the  manner  of  attaining  it  moft 
incomprehenfible  to  us,  fo  it  is  moft  proper  to  God, 
and  by  all  men  fo  acknowledged ;  future  contingen- 
cies being  fecrets,  which  no  man,  no  angel,  no  crea- 
ture can  dive  into,  they  being  not  difcernible  in 
their  caufes,  which  are  indeterminate  j  nor  in  them- 
felves,  who  are  finite.  The  prediction  therefore  of 
fuch  events  could  not  otlierwife  than  proceed  from 
his  pleafure ;  neither  could  he  yield  it  in  any  way  of 
favour  and  approbation  to  that,  which  was  not  pcr- 
iedly  true  and  good  :  this  way  therefore  doth  abfo- 
lutely  confirm  the  truth  and  goodnefs  of  Chriftian 
doctrine  ;  it  withal  manifefts  the  great  worth  and 
weight  thereof,  as  implying  the  particular  regard  and 
care  God  had  of  it,  defigning  it  fo  anciently,  laying 
trains  of  providence  toward  it,  and  preparing  fuch 
evidences  for  the  confirmation  thereof;  it  together 
into  the  bargain  maintaineth  the  truth  of  the  JewiQi 
difpenlation,  the  fincerity  of  the  ancient  Patriarchs 
and  Prophets,  and  the  vigilant  care  the  divine  good- 
nefs hath  always  had  over  the  ftate  of  religion,  and 

toward 
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SERM. toward  the  welfare  of  mankind;   never  leaving  it 
II.     deftitute  of  fome  immediate  revelations  from  him- 

*■  felf.    It  had  a  peculiar  aptitude  to  convert  the  Jews, 

who  were  poflefled  with  a  full  perfuafion  concerning 
the  veracity  and  fanftity  of  their  ancient  Prophets  ; 
and  could  not  therefore  doubt  concerning  the  truth 
of  that,  which  appeared  conformable  to  that  which 
they  had  foretold  (hould  be  declared,  and  difpenfed 
for  their  benefit.  This  probation  alfo  hath  this  ad- 
vantage, that  it  fingly  taken  doth  fuffice  to  con- 
vince ;  whereas  others  can  hardly  do  it  otherwife 
than  in  conjunction  with  one  another,  and  efpecially^ 
with  its  aid  :  for  the  goodnefs  of  the  doftrine  may 
be  contefted  in  fome  points;  and  however  good  it 
feem,  it  may  be  imputed  to  human  invention  : 
ftrange  efFefts  may  be  deemed  producible  by  other 
caufcs  befide  divine  power ;  and  they  may  be  fuf. 
fered  to  be  done  for  other  ends  than  for  confirmation 
of  truth ;  they  are  alfo  commonly  tranfient,  and 
thence  moft  liable  to  doubt :  Providence  alfo  is  in 
many  cafes  fo  myfterious  and  unfearchable,  that  the 
incredulous  will  never  allow  any  inferences  to  be 
drawn  from  it :  but  the  plain  corrcfpondence  of 
events  to  the  (landing  records  of  ancient  prophecies 
(obvious  and  confpicuous  to  every  one  that  will 
confult  and  compare  them)  concerning  a  perfon  to 
be  fent  by  God,  who  fhould  have  fuch  circumftances, 
and  be  fo  qualified,  who  fliould  in  God's  name 
preach  fuch  doiSlrines  and  perform  luch  works,  is  a 

«  proof,  which  alone  may  afiure  any  man,  that  fuch  a 

perfon  doth  come  from  God,  and  is  in  what  he  de- 
clarethor  doeth  approved  by  him  :  no  counterfeiting 
here  can  find  place  ;  no  evafion  can  be  deviled  from 
the  force  of  this  proof. 

This  way  therefore  of  difcourfe  our  Lord  and  his 
>Vpoftles  (whofe  bufinefs  it  was  by  the  moft  proper 
and  cffe^flual  methods  to  fubdue  the  reafons  of  men 
to  the  obedience  of  faith  ^  and  entertainment  of  Clirif- 
tian  truth,)  did  efpecially  \ii*e ;  as  generally  in  rcfpecl 

to 
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to  all  things  concerning  our  Lord,  fo  particularly  in  s  e  R  m. 
regard  to  his  paffion  ;  declaring  it  to  happen  punc-      ii* 
tually  according  to  what  had  been  forefeen  by  God,  * 

and  thence  forelhewed  by  his  Prophets,  rightly  un- 
derttood  5  He  took  the  tzvelve^  (laith  St.  Luke  of  ourLukexvUi. 
Lord)  and  /aid  unto  them.  Behold^  we  ^0  up  to  Jertifa-^^'  ^^'  3^* 
Um^  and  all  things  that  are  written  by  the  Prophets  con- 
ceming  the  Son  of  man  Jhall  be  accomplijhed ;  for  hefhall 
he  delivered  unto  the  Gentiles^  andfloall  be  mocked^  and 
fpite/ully  entreated^  and /pitted  on  ;  and  they  Jhall  fcourge 
bim,  and  put  him  to  death      And  again,  after  his  re- 
furredion,  he  thus  reproves  his  Difciples ;  0  foclsy^^^^^^'^y^ 
and  flow  of  heart  to  believe  all  that  the  Prophets  have^^'^  ^^  * 
fpoken  I  Ought  not  Chrijl  to  have  fuffered  thefe  things^ 
and  to  enter  into  his  glory  ?    They  did  not  then  (partly 
being  blinded  with  prejudice,  partly  not  having  ufed 
due  induftry,  and  perhaps  not  excelling  in  natural 
capacity,  however  not  yet  being  fufficiently  enlight- 
ened by  divine  grace)  apprehend,  or  difcern,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  prophetical  inftruftions,  our  Lord  was 
fo  to  fuffer  ;  but  afterward,  when  he  had  opened  their  luVexil^^ 
underfanding,  that  they  might  underjland  the  Scriptures y^^' 
they  did  fee,  and  fpecially  urge  this  point :  then  St. 
Peter  declared,  that  the  fpirit  of  Chrijl^  which  was  ini  Pct.i.  xx. 
the  Prophets^  didtcftify  beforehand  the  fufferings  of  Chrijl, 
and  the  glory  that  Jhould  follow ;  then   it  was  their 
manner  to  reafon  (as  is  faid  of  St.  Paul)  out  of  theAasxviu2, 
Scriptures,  opening,  and  alleging^  that  Chrijl  mujl  ne^ds  3«  . 
have  juffered  -,  faying  none  other  things,  than  thofe^  zvhicb  23.  ' 
the  Prophets  and  Mfes  did  Jay^ Jhould  come,  that  Chrijl  ^^^-^^ 
Jbould  fuffer ',  delivering  Jirjl  of  all,  that  Chrijl  died  for 
our  fins,  according  to  the  Scriptures  :  this  is  that  which 
in  my  text  St.  Peter  doth   infift   upon,  affirming 
about   the  paflion  of  Chrift,  that  it  not  only  had 
been  predided  by  one,  or  more,  but  forefhewed  by 
an  univerfal  confent  of  all  the  Prophets ;  to  illuftrate 
and  confirm  which  affertion  of  his,  is  the  fcope  of 
Qur  prefent  difcourfe :  to  perform  which,  after  hav- 
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s  E  R  M.  ing  briefly  touched  the  flate  of  the  matter  in  hand, 
II.     we  (hall  apply  ourielves. 

•— That  the  Meflias  was  to  come  in  an  humble  and^ 

homely  manner;  (without  appearance  of  worldly  fplen- 
dor,  or  grandeur;)  that  he  was  to  converfe  among 
men  in  a  ftate  of  external  poverty  and  meanneis ; 
that  he  was  to  caufe  offences,  and  find  oppofitions 
in  his  proceedings ;  that  he  was  to  be  repulfed  and 
rejefted,  to  be  hated  and  fcorned,  to  be  difgracefully 
and  harflily  treated,  to  be  grievoufly  perfecuted  and 
afflidted ;  yea,  that  at  laft  he  was  to  be  profecuted, 
condemned,  and  executed  as  a  malefaftor,  is  a  truth 
indeed,  which  the  Jews  (although  they  firmly  be- 
Keved  and  earneftly  expected  the  coming  of  a  Mef- 
fias)  did  not,  and  indeed  were  hardly  capable  to  en- 
tertain. It  was  a  point  repugnant  to  the  whole  frame 
of  their  conceits  ;  yea,  inconfiftent  with  the  nature 
and  drift  of  their  religion,  as  they  did  underftand  it ; 
for  their  religion  in  its  furface  (deeper  than  which 
their  grofs  fancy  could  not  penetrate)  did  reprefent 
earthly  wealth,  dignity,  and  profperity,  as  things  mod  - 
highly  valuable  ;  did  propound  them  as  very  proper, 
if  not  as  the  fole  rewards  of  piety  and  obedience  ; 
did  imply  confequently  the  poffeflion  of  them  to  be 
certain  arguments  of  the  divine  good-will  and  re- 
gard :  they  could  not  therefore  but  efteem  poverty, 
afBidlion,  and  difgrace,  as  curfes  from  heaven,  and 
plain  indications  of  God's  disfavour  toward  thofe  on 
whom  they  fell  :  they  4particularly  are  faid  to  have 
conceited,  that  to  be  rich  was  a  needful  qualification 
for  a  Prophet ;  (no  lefs  needful,  than  to  be  of  a  good 
complexiop,  of  a  good  capacity,  of  a  good  conver- 
fation  and  life:)  Spirifus  Dei  non  requiefcit fuper paupe- 
rem^  the  Spirit  of  God  doth  not  rejl  upon  a  poor  man ; 
(that  is,  no  fpecial  communications  of- grace,  or  of 
wifdom  and  goodners,are  by  God  ever  afforded  to 
perfons  of  a  low  and  afflided  condition;)  being  a 
maxim^  which. they  had  framed,  and  which  currently 
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pafled  among  them  :  that  he  therefore,  who  was  de-s  e  r  m, 
%ned  to  be  To  notable  a  Prophet ;  who  was  to  have     11. 
fhe  honour  of  being  fo  fpecial  an  inftrument  of  pro-  ■ 

moting  God's  fervice  and  glory ;  who  therefore  fliould 
be  fo  highly  favoured  by  God,  that  he  fliould  appear 
defpicable,  and  undergo  great  afBiftions,  was  a  no- 
tion that  could  not  but  (eem  very  abfurd  ;  that 
could  not  otherwife  than  be  very  abominable  to 
them.  They  had  farther  (in  congruity  to  thefe  pre- 
judices, abetted  by  that  extreme  felf-love  and  felf- 
flattery,  which  were  peculiar  to  that  nation,)  raifed 
in  themfelves  a  ftrong  opinion,  that  the  Mcffias  was 
to  come  in  a  great  vifible  ftate  and  power;  to  at- 
chieve  deed^  of  mighty  prowefs  and  renown  ;  to 
bring  the  nations  of  the  world  into  fubjeftion  under 
him ;  and  fo  to  reign  among  them  in  huge  majefty 
and  profperity.  When  Jefus  therefore  (however  other- 
wife  anfvverable  in  his  circumfiances,  qualifications, 
and  performances,  to  the  prophetical  charafters  of 
the  Meflias)  did  firft  appear  fuch  as  he  did,  with  Matt.  xv?. 
fome  pretences,  or  intimations  rather,  that  he  was^°" 
the  Meffias,  their  ftomach  prefently  rofe  at  it ;  they 
were  exceedingly  fcandalized  at  him  ;  they  deemed 
him  not  only  a  madman  (one  pofleflecl  or  diftra6ted)Matt.xiiu 
and  an  impoftory  but  a  blafphemer  \  for  no  lefs  than|^-  "vi. 
blafphemy  they  took  it  to  be  for  fo  mean  and  pitiful 
a  wretch  (as  to  their  eyes  he  feemed)  to  aflume  unto 
himfelf  fo  high  a  dignity,  and  fo  near  a  relation  unto 
God,  as  being  the  Meffias  did  import.  We  even  fee 
the  Difciples  themfelves  of  our  Lord  fo  deeply  im- 
bued with  this  national  prejudice,  that,  even  after 
they  had  avowed  him  for  the  Chrift,  they  could 
fcarce  with  patience  hear  him  foretelling  what  griev- 
ous things  (hould  befall  him  :  St.  Peter  himfelf, 
upon  that  occafion,  even  juft  after  he  had  ferioufly 
confefled  him  to  be  the  Chrift,  did^  as  it  is  expreired,Matt.  xvi. 
take  himy  and  began  to  rebuke  him^fayingy  Be  ^^/^'' A^^^^Joi\n^xv|/' 
thety  Lord :  yea,  prefently  after  that  our  Lord  moftia, 
plainly  had  defcribed  his  fufferings  to  them,  they 
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s  E  R  M.  could  not  forbear  dreaming  of  a  kingdom,  and  of 
II.      being  grandees  therein  :  yea,  farther,  even  after  our 
■  Lord's  paflion  and  refurreftion,  this  fancy  ftill  pof- 

Matt.  XX.   felfed  them  •,  for  even  then  they  demanded  of  him, 
Aas*f.  6.    whether  he  would  at  that  time  reftore  the  kingdom  unto 
Ifrael  J  meaning  fuch  an  external  vifible  kingdom. 

Hence  of  all  things,  notifying  the  Meffias,  this 
feemeth  to  be  the  only  particular,  which  in  general 
the  Jews  did  not,  or  would  not,  fee  and  acknow- 
ledge ;   and   this  caufed  them  to  overfee  all  other 
glorious  marks,  how  clearly  foever  (hining  in   and 
about  the  perfon  of  Jefus :  this  cloud  hindered  then^ 
from  difcerning  the  excellency  of  his  doftrine,  froin 
regarding  the  iandtity  of  his  life,  from  being  duly 
affefted  with  the  wonderfulnefs  of  his  works,  from 
minding,  or  from  crediting  all  the  teftimonies  from 
1  Cor. i.  23. heaven  miniftered  unto  him;  this,  as  St.  Paul  telleth 
A6bxni.    ^5^  ^as  the  main  yrj«^/7/,  which  obftrufted  their  em- 
john  xv7'  bracing  the  Gofpel.     As  it  was  their  ignorance  or 
*':  error  in  this  point,  which  difpofed  them  to  perfecute 

Tcrt.  in      ^^^  Lord ;  (niji  enim  ignoratus  nihil  pati  pojjety  as  Ter- 
Marc.iii.  6.tuHian  faith  ;  if  they  had  knozvny  they  ivould  not  have, 
iCou\\,%, crucified  the  Lord  of  glory ^  faith  St.  Paul;)  fo  it  wa^ 
that,  which  maintained  their  obftinate  hatred  of  his 
name  and  memory ;  although  graced  with  fo  ^uflri- 
ous  teftimonies  of  divine  power  and  providence. 

We  cannot  therefore  here,  as  in  other  particulars 

concerning  our  Lord,  allege  the  general  confent  of 

God's  people  in  expounding  the  Prophets  according 

to  our  fen fe,  this  being  one  of  thofe  points,  in  re- 

fpcft  to  which  the  Prophets  themfelves  did  forefee 

and  foretel  their  p^ryerie  ftupidity  and  increduHty  ; 

yid.Tcrt.    that  they  fJpould  look^  and  nqt  fee\  hear^  and  not  un^ 

ifa^vi        derjland\    yielding   herein  fpecial    occafion  to' that 

Matt/xiii.  complaint,  tVbo  hath  believe^  our  report  ?     Yet  not- 

^^^jj^  withftanding  their  afFefted'and  culpable  blindnefs, 

Acisxxviii!  there  is  no  particular  concerning  the  Meffias  in  the 

lit.  liii.  I.  ancient  Scriptures,  either  more  frequently  in  way  of 

myftical  insinuation  and  adumbration  glanced  at, 

or 
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or  more  clearly  in  direfl:  and  plain  language  ex-sERM. 
prcfled ;  or  which  alfo  by  reafonable  deduftion  thence     11. 
may  be  more  ftrongly  inferred  than  this.  ■ 

I.  I  fay,  firft,  it  is  frequently  glanced  at  by  myftical 
infinuations ;  for  explaining  the  intent  of  which  af- 
(ertion,  we  (hall  premife  fomewhat,  which  may  ferve 
to  declare  the  pertinency  of  many  citations  produced 
out  of  the  ancient  Scripture  in  the  New  Teftament ; 
the  which,  together  with  others  connefted  with  them, 
or  bearing  juft  analogy  to  them,  we  alfo,  being  af- 
ftired  of  their  defign  by  the  authority  of  our  Lord 
and  his  Apoftles,  may  fafely  prefume  after  them  to 
apply  to  the  fame  purpofes. 

We   may  then   confider,  that  the  all-wife  God 
(who  worketh  all  things  after  the  counfel  of  his  ozt^^Eph.  i.  n. 
willy  and  to  whom  all  things  are  prefent)  having  before  j;^^^-'^-  ^• 
eternal  times  (as  St.  Paul  fpeaketh)  determined  ini'cor.H.  7. 
due  time  to  fend  the  Meffias,  for  accomplilhing  the^P^-**  3- 
greateft  defign  that  ever  was  to  be  managed  in  this  Rom*,  xvi. 
world,  (that  which  fhould  bring  the  higheft  glory  to^\  .^^^ 
himfelf,  and  procure  the  richeft  benefits  to  the  prin- 
cipal of  his  creatures  here,)  did  by  his  incomprehen- 
fible  providence  fo  order  things,  that  all  the  fpecial 
difpenfations  preceding  it  fhould  have  a  fit  tendency 
and   an   advantageous   reference   thereto ;   fo  that, 
when  it  came  upon  the  ftage,  it  might  appear  that 
the  main  of  the  plot  confifted  therein;   and  that 
whatever  was  afted  before  had  principally  a  refpeft 
thereto.  As  therefore  from  the  beginning  of  things 
God  did  in  a  gradual  method  make  real  preparations 
towards  it,  by  fevefal  fteps  imparting  difcoveries  of 
his  mind  about  it,  or  in  order  thereto,  (fomewhat  to 
Adam  himfelf,  more  to  Abraham  and  the  Patriarchs, 
fomewhat  farther  to  Mofes,  much  more  yet  to  divers 
of  the  JProphets,  among  his  chofen  people,  who  not 
only  foretold  largely  concerning  it,  but  delivered  di- 
vers kinds  of  inftruftion  conformable  to  it,  and  con- 
ducible  to  the  promoting  and  entertainment  thereof,) 
fo  be  did  alfo  take  cfpecial  care  by  many  appofite 

D  3  repre- 
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s  E  R  M.  reprefentations  [vonroi  ^too^vfMxrxy  intclligihlf  fpcSiades^ 
II.      or  objefts  of  mental  fpeculation,  Eufebius  calleth 

them,)  handlbmely  inferted  into  all  his  difpenfations, 

Eufcb.Hift.j;o  let  it  out,  and  to  infmuate  his  meaning  about  it ; 
that  fo  it  might  at  length  fliew  itfelf  with  more  fo- 
lemnity,  and  lels  furprile  :  the  moft  eminent  pcrfons 
therefore,  whom  he  raifcd  up,  and  employed  in  his 
affairs,  tending  to  that  end,  as  they  did  refemble  the 
Pfai.cv.  isMeffias,  in  being  inftrunients  of  God's  particular 
Hcb^vui  6*S^^^^  ^^  providence;  (being  indeed  inferior  Chrifts, 
Gai.iii.  19. and  Mediators, partial  Saviours, and  Redeemers  of  his 
^^^^•J^^J- people,  as  they  are  fometimes  called,)  fo  they  were 
ordered  in  feveral  circumftances  of  their  perfons,  in 
divers  adions  they  performed,  in  the  principal  ac- 
cidents befalling  them,  to  reprefent  him :  (becoming 
^ufeb.Hift.fixokixol  Xfifol,  Chrijjs  in  imcgCy  as  Eufebius  again  ftyl- 
^*  ^'^'        eth  them  :)  the  rites  aUb  and  lervices  of  Religion 
inftituted  by  them  in  God's  name,  were  adapted  to 
the  fame  purpofe  ;  they  and  all  things  about  them, 
Hcb.viii.s.by  God*s  efpecial  direction  and  wife  care,  being  fit- 
40.     "^*  ted  fo  as  to  be  congruous  emblems  and  Ihadows  pre- 
*^oj"-TH- figuring  Chrift,  and  whatever  appertained  to  him: 
ib. "   "^  'thus  was  Adam  (as  St.  Paul  calleth  him)  a  type  of 
Chrift y  and  Abel,  Melchifedec,  Ifaac,  Mofes,  Jolhua, 
David,  Solomon,  Zorobabel  are  intimated  to  have 
been  fuch ;  the  moft  fignal  things  done  by  them  or 
befalling  them,  having  been  fuited  to  anfwer  fome- 
what  remarkable  concerning  him  ;  fo  that  we  may 
Hcb.viii.s.fay  of  them  all,  as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  did 
fjy'll^Lx  of  the  JewiOi  priefts,  they  ferved  to  the  fubindication 
c%ix  \arji6'  andjhadowing  of  heavenly  things.  In  David  particularly 
JTwflT"''*'  this  relation  is  fo  plain,  that  becaufe  thereof,  in  the 
jcr.  xM.  9.  prophets  Jeremiah,  Ezekiel,  and  Hofea,  the  Meflias 
E2°ek"''  ^'  is  called  by  his  name  ;  as  if  he  were  revived  in  the 
xxxiv.  23,  Meflias.     It  indeed  well  fuited  the  dignity  of  this 
at  25"^"  great  Perfonage,  and  the  importance  of  his  bufinefs, 
(Hcb.viii.5.  i-ha^  he  (hould  have  appointed  fo  notable  heralds 
Gal.  iv.  24!  and  harbingers  to  go  before  his  face  ;  fiirniflied  with 
Col.  u.  '70confpicuous  enfigns  and  badges  denoting  their  rela- 
tion 
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tion  to  him.     It  was  proper,  that  God  (hould  ap-sERM, 
pear  to  have  had  always  an  exprefs  regard  toward      11. 
him  :  it  confequently  doth  ferve  to  our  edification  ;  ■ 

for  that  we  duly  comparing  things,  and  efpying  this 
admirable  correfpondency,  may  be  inftrufted  thereby, 
and  eftablilhed  in  our  faith ;  may  be  excited  to  the 
admiration  of  God's  wifdom,  fo  harmonioufly  con- 
neding  things,  and  of  his  goodnefs,  fo  provident  for 
our  welfare ;  may  alfo  be  induced  thereby  the  more 
highly  to  adore  the  Meffias,  and  to  efteem  his  de- 
fign  :  fuch  ufe$  St.  Paul  fignifieth,  when  having 
compared  divers  things  concerning  Mofes  to  things 
concerning  Chrift,  he  faith,  All  tbefe  thmgs  happened  i  Cor.  x. 
as  types ^  and  they  zvere  written  for  our  admonition ^  on\^^^^.^  ^^^ 
whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come. 

It  is  alfo  (both  for  illuftration  and  proof  of  thefe 
things)  to  be  obferved,  that  becaufe  thofe  eminent 
fervants  of  God  were  reprefentativcs  of  Chrift,  many 
things  are  fpoken  of  thefh,  as  fuch  ;  many  things  are 
afcribed  to  them,  which  only,  or  chiefly,  were  in- 
tended of  hin:i ;  their  names  are  ufed  as  veils  to  co- 
ver divers  things  concerning  him,  which  it  feemed 
to  divine  wifdom  not  fo  convenient  in  a  more  open 
and  clear  manner  to  difclofe  promifcuoufly  to  all 
men.  That  this  obfervation  is  true  ;  tliat,  I  fay^ 
under  the  names  of  perfons  reprcfenting  Chrift  (or 
of  things,  we  may  add,  adumbrating  his  things) 
many  things  are  intimated  principally  concerning 
him,  and  his  difpenlations,  may  be  collefted  ana 
confirmed  from  hence,  that  many  things  are  attri- 
buted to  perfons  (and  to  things  alio)  which  do  not 
agree  to  them  ;  many  things  were  promifed,  which 
appear  never  accomplilhed,  except  after  an  improper 
and  hyperbolical  manner  of  expreflion,  oc  according 
to  an  enormous  widenefs  of  interpretation  ;  fuch  asi 
do  not  well  feem  to  fuit  the  nature  of  true  hiftories, 
and  ferious  promifes:  thus,  for  inftanc-e,  many  things 
are  foretold  concerning  the  large  extent  and  prof- 
perous  ftate  of  the  Jewifli  Church  ^  which  hiftory  ifa.  xxv.  »• 
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s  E  R  M.and  experience  do  teftify  never  (according  to  ftrid- 
II.     nefs  of  literal  acceptation,  yea  not  in  any  tolerable 
■     degree,  near  the  height  of  what  the  words  import)  to 
have  come  to  pafs  :  thus  alfo  (as  the  Apoftle  to  tiie 
Heb.  X.4.  Hebrews  argueth)  etfeds  are  attributed  to  the  Jew- 
i(h  rites  and  facrifices,  which  according:  to  the  na- 
ture of  things  cannot  belong  to  them,  otherwife  than 
as  fubftitutes  and  (hadows  of  things  more  hi^h  in 
fubftance  and  efficacy  :    thus  alfo  what  is  with  fo- 
tYai.xiv,    lemn  oath  promiled  to  Solon^on  'concerning  the  vaft 
ixxxiii,  &c.  extent  and  endlefs  duration  of  his  empire  in  right- 
eoulhefs,  peace  and  profperityj   together  with  his 
mighty  afts,  and  fuccefsful  atchievements)  doth  not 
appear  diredly  in  any  competent  meafure  to  have 
been  accomplilhed  :  thus  alio  David  (as  St.  Peter  in 
the  2d.  of  the  Afts  obferveth,  and  groundeth  his 
Aasii.  29.  argumentation  on  it)  fpeaketh  divers  things  of  him- 
felf,  which  cannot  be  conceived  properly  and  lite- 
rally agreeable  to  him  :  fu8h  things  therefore  (hav- 
ing fome  truth  under  them)   are  reafonably  fup- 
pofed  to  be  intimations  of  fomewhat  appertaining 
to  the  future  more  perfeft  ftate  of  things  under  the 
Rem.  X.  4.  Meflias ;  to  concern  him  (who  was  to  be  the  end  of 
37.  ^  ""*  the  law)  and  his  difpenfation,  which  was  to  be  the 
'  ^^'-^-^^'accomplUhment  of  all  things  predicted  and  prefig- 
nified  :  this  is  that  which  St.  Auftin  fignifieth,  when 
he  faith  of  Chrift,  th^t  Him  all  the  promifes  of  the 
Jewifh  nation^  all  their  prophecies y  priejihoods^  facrifices^ 
their  tempUy  and  all  their  facraments  whatever  did  r^- 
foundy  or  exprefs*. 

Neither  are  thefe  things  only  faid  according  to 
fuppofitions  aflumed  in  the  New  Teftament ;  but 
they  agree^  as  to  their  general  importance,  to  the 
fenfe  of  the  ancient  Jews,  who  did  conceive  fuch 
myfterious  references  often  to  lie  couched  under  the 

*  Quern  Chriftum— omnia  gcntis  illius  promifTa,  omnw  pro* 
phetiae,  facerdotia^  facrificia,  templum,  et  cun£ta  omnino  facra* 
xneDtaibDUcrunt.  Aug.  ad  Foluf.  Ef.  3. 
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letter  of  the  Scriptures :  they  did  fuppofe  every  where  s  e  r  m. 
VL  Midrafo^  or  myftical  fenfe  ;  which  they  very  flu-      ir. 
dioufly  (even  to  an  excels  of  curiofity  and  diligence)  '  "» 

fearched  after  :  it  was  a  conftant  and  confident  opi- 
nion of  their  doftors,  that  all  things  in  Mofes's  law 
were  typical,  and  capable  of  allegorical  expofition  ; 
and  Philo's  writings  (compofed  immediately  after vid.capcii. 
our  Saviour's  time)  do  fhew  that  opinion  then  to^'J^^^^^- 
have  been  paflable.  We  have  alio  feveral  inftances 
and  intimations  thereof  in  the  New  Teftament  : 
neither  is  it  probable,  that  our  Lord  and  the  Apo- 
ftles  would,  in  their  difcourfes  and  difputations  with 
the  Jews,  have  ufed  this  way  of  alleging  and  inter- 
preting paflages  of  Scripture,  if  they  in  general  had 
not  admitted  and  approved  it. 

Why  God  fliould  choofe  to  exprefs  matters  of  this  vm    >    ■ 
nature  in  fuch  a  manner,  we  need  not  to  determine ;  J°^* 
it  might  be  perhaps  for  reafons  only  known  to  him-essl&c, 
felf,  above  our  ken  or  cognizance  :  yet  divers  pro- 
bable reafons  may  be  afligned  for  it,  yea  fome  more 
than,  probable,  feeing  they  are  exprefled  or  hinted 
in  Scripture.     It  might  be  for  a  decent  and  harmo- 
nious difcrimination  of  times,  of  diipenfations,  of  per- 
fons  ;  it  might  be  from  the  depth  of  things  to  con-  Apoc.  u.  y. 
ciliate  reverence  to  them,  and  to  raife  the  price  of  *»•  •«• 
knowing  them,  by  the  difficulty  of  attaining  thereto  jMatt.^iiii. 
it  might  be  by  exercife  to  improve  the  underftand-9-^*'^ '5- 
ings  of  men,  to  inflame  their  defire,  to  excite  their johnv.391 
induftrj',  to  provoke  their  devotion,  to  render  ihem^"^*"'^* 
modeft  and  humble  ;  it  might  be  for  occafion  to  re-  Tcor.  xii. 
ward  an  honefl:  and  diligent  ftudy  of  God's  word,  1°*  *'7' *^* 

,  ,,        .       *  t)  /  .  .'  Eph.  1,9, 

and   to   convey  ipecial   gifts  ot   interpretation  ;   it  10. 
might  be  to  conceal  fome  things  from  fome  pcrfons  J!*"xi*"l\ 
unworthy  or  unfit  to  know   them,  eipenally  fromvii*6/ 
haughty  and  felf-conceited  perfons  ;  it  might  be  toj^^^^'j^; 
ufe  the  ignoranqe  of  fome,  as  a  means  to  produce 
fome  great  events ;  fuch  as  was  the  miluiing  and 
periecuting  our  Lord  :  f  r  fuJi  reafons  it  might  be, 
and  there  is  no  good  reafon  againfl  it ;  for  it  cannot 

be 
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s  E  R  M.be  fuppofed  neceflary,  that  all  things  (hould  be  plain- 

11/     ly  difcovcred  at  all  times,  and  to  all  perfons ;  it  is 

■i  evident  that  Ibme  things  are  couched  in  parabolical 

Gal.  iv.  4.  ^"d  myfterious  expreffions  ;    it  is   particularly   the 

Eph.  i.  10.  manner  of  prophetical  inftrudion  frequently  to  in- 

im.ii.  -yQjyg  things,  the  full  and  clear  knowledge  of  which 

is  not  congruous  to  every  reafon,  nor  fuitable  to 

every  capacity  ;  but  rcfcrved  for  times,  and  perfons, 

for  which  the  divine  wifdom  only  knows  them  moft 

proper. 

Thefe  things  being  thus  premifed,  we  com  ^  to 
our  particular  cafe,  and  fay,  that  (according  to  what 
our  Lord  and  his  Apoftles  teach)  the  Mefliah's  be- 
ing to  fuffer  was  in  divers  paflages  of  the  ancient 
Scripture  prefigured.  Suppofing  the  thing  itfelf  de- 
termined to  be,  there  are  peculiar  reafons,  why  it 
rather  fo,  than  in  a  more  open  manner,  fhould  be 
reprefented,  contained  in  thole  words  of  Tertullian  : 
The  Sacrament  indeed  (faith  he)  of  Chriji' 5  paffion  ought 
to  have  been  figured  in  the  (ancient)  predications ;  for 
as  much  as  that  the  more  incredible  it  *waSy  (if  it  ffjould 
have  been  preached  nakedly)  the  more  offenfive  it  would 
have  been  ;  and  the  more  magnificent  it  was^  the  more  it 
was  to  be  overjbadowed^  that  the  difficulty  of  underfiand- 
ing  it  might  be  caufe  of  feeking  of  God*s  grace^^.  Suppof- 
ing it  alfo  that  it  fhould  be,  it  is  plain  that  the  paf- 
fages  about  Abel,  Ifaac,  Jofias,  Jeremiah,  and  the 
like,  may  congruoufly  be  applied  thereto  ;  that  the 
elevation  of  the  Brazen  Serpent,  and  the  flaying  the 
Pafchal  Lamb  may  appofitely  reprefent  it ;  the  Jew- 
i(h  priefts,  with  all  their  facrifices,  may  alfo  with  rea- 
fon  be  brought  in,  and  accommodated  thereto  :  thefe 
things  indeed  by  themfelves  folitarily  are  not  apt 
peremptorily  to  evince,  that  it  (hould  be ;  yet  do 

"  Utiquc  facramentum  paflionis  ipfius  figurari  in  praedicatio- 
nibus  oportueraty  quantoque  incredibile^  tanto  magis  fcandaUim 
futurum,  quantoque  magnificum,  tanto  magia  adumbrandum  3  ut 
diilicultas  intelledUis  gratiam  Dei  qu«reret.     Tert,  in  Jud.  10. 

they 
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they  handfomely  fuit  it,  and  adorn  the  fuppofition  s  e  r  m. 
thereof;  according  to  the  notion  premiled  about  the      11. 
figurative  relation  between  the  matters  of  the  old  ■■ 

world  before  the  Meffias,  and  the  new  one  after  hiii:i. 
But  with  a  clearer  evidence  and  ftronger  force  we 
may  afilrm,  that  the  Mefliah's  fufferings  were  implied 
in  the  afHictions  afcribcd  to  his  reprefentative  Icings 
David,  iuch  as  he  in  feveral  Pfalms  (in  the  35th, 
69th,  109th,  ii8th,  and  efpecialiy  in  the  zzd  Pfalm) 
defcribeth  them  ;  wherein  divers  paflages,  expreffing 
the  extreme  fadnefs  and  forlornnefs  of  his  condi- 
tion, occur,  which  by  the  hiftory  of  his  life  do  not 
fo  well,  according  to  the  literal  fignification  of  words, 
appear  congruous  to  his  perion  ;  which  therefore 
there  is  a  neceffity,  or  at  lead  much  reafon,  that  they 
fhould  be  applied  to  the  Meflias,  whom  that  holy 
King  did  reprefent. 

Which  being  admitted,  comparing  the  paflages  we 
find  there  to  that  which  befel  Jcfus,  we  may  oblerve 
an  admirable  harmony  ;  there  being  fcarce  any  part 
of  his  afflidion  in  his  life,  or  at  any  circumftance 
thereof  at  his  deajth,  which  is  not  in  exprefs  and  em- 
phatical  terms  there  kt  out.  There  we  have  exprefled 
his  low  and  defpicable  (late;  (/  am  a  wormy  and  «oPrai. xxu. 
man ;  the  reproach  of  men^  and  defpifed  of  the  people  ;)^' 
— the  caufelefs  hatred  and  enmity  of  the  populace  and 
of  the  great  ones  toward* him;   (They  that  bate  w^Pfai. Uui. 
without  a  caufe  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  my  heady  they^^^^^"^'  ^* 
that  would  dejlroy  me^  being  mine  enemies  zvrongfullyy 
are  mighty  ;  they  compaffed  me  about  with  words  of  ha- 
tredy  and  fought  agairfl  me  without  a  caufe  y)- — tiie  in- 
grateful  requital  for  all  the  good  intended  and  per- 
formed  by  him  ;   (They  rewarded  pie  evil  for  good,  pfai.  xxrv. 
andbatredfor  mylove'y)^-\}cit\x  rejeding  him;  (Thejlone  ^*-  F."'*-  5- 
which  the  builders  refufed  is  become  the  ■  head  Ji one  of  the 
cortier-y) — their.infidious  and  calumnious  proceedings 
againft  him  ;  (Without  caufe  have  they  hid  for  me  theirPC.xxuv.r, 
Met  in  a  pity  zvhich  without  caufe  they  have  digged  for^^'  ^***  *" 
mjfoul.     h^^^falfe  witnejfes  did  rif^  up  ;  they  laid  to 

my 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


44  2^^^  •5«^^;7//^j  of  Chriji 

s  E  R  M.  wy  charge  things  that  I  knew  not.  And,  the  mouth  of  the 
11,      wicked  and  the  mouth  of  the  deceitful  are  opetied  againfl 

.  me  i  they  have  f poke n  agaifiji  me  with  a  lying  tongue :) 

— their  bitter  inlbking  over  him  in  his  afflidtion ; 

Pfai.  XXXV.  (But  in  mine  adverfty  they  rejoiced^  and  gathered  therH- 

2!  *****  felves  together ;  yea  the  abjeEls  gathered  themfelves  toge- 
ther againfi  me :)  They  perfecute  him^  zvhom  thou  haft 
fmitteuy  and  they  talk  to  the  grief  of  thoje^  whom  thou 
hajl  wounded  :  kou  iw)  ro  otxy^  rtav  tj aujuaTWV  [ms  irooo'^ 
&y\y.0Ly,  and  to  the /mart  of  my  wounds  they  have  added  y 
(lay  theLXX.) — their  fcornful  reviling,  flouting, and 

Pfai.  xxii.  mocking  him ;  (All  they  that  fee  me^  laugh  me  tofcorn  ; 

cix!*25.      they  fhoot  the  lip^  they  f hake  the  head ;  faying^  He  trujled 

XXXV.  21.  in  the  Lordy  that  he  would  deliver  him ;  let  him  deliver 
kim^  feeing  he  delighteth  in  him.  And,  /  became  a  re- 
proach  unto  them  ;  when  they  looked  upon  me^  they  floaked 
their  heads ;  they  opened  their  mouth  wide  againfl  me^ 
and faidy  Aha^  aha^  our  eye  hath  feen  it.    'ETrsif^oia-dv  /xf, 

£^f jtAUxryjoio-ak  [xi  jtAuxTijf  KTjutov,  iSovJ^ocy  in  ifj\  mq  oSovjql^  auVwp* 

They  tempted  me^  they  extremely  mocked  me^  they  gnafhed 

their  teeth  upon  me,) — their  cruel  and  contemptuous 

Pfai.xxU.  ufage  of  him  ;  (Dogs  have  compaffed  me  ;  the  afjembly 

*^'  '^'      of  the  wicked  have  enclofed  me ;  they  pierced  my  hands 

and  my  feet ;  I  may  tell  all  my  bones  \  they  look  and  flare 

upon  me.) — their  abufive  dealing  with  him,  when  he 

Pfai.  ixix.  in  his  diftrefs  called  for  fome  refrefliment ;  (They gave 

*'•  me  gall  for  my  meat^  and  in  my  thirfl  they  gave  me  vine^ 

gar  to  drink.) — their  difpofal  of  his  garments  upon 

Pfai.  xxii.  his  fufFering ;  (They  part  my  garments  among  them^  and 

*^*  cafl  lots  upon  my  vefture.) — his  being  deferted  of  his 

friends  and  followers,  and   thence  deftitute  of  all 

pfai.  ixix.  confolation  ;  (I  am  become  a  flranger  to  my  brethren^ 

**  *°'        and  an  alien  unto  my  mother^ s  chilareft ; — /  am  full  of 

heavinefs  -,  and  I  looked  for  fome  to  take  pity^  but  there 

was  none ;  and  for  comforters  y  but  I  found  none, )^^thQ 

fenfe  of  God's  withholding  his  ravour  and  help ; 

Pfai.  xxii.   (My  Gody  my  Gody  why  hafl  thou  forfaken  me  f  Why 

I.  ixix.  17.^^/  thou  fo  far  from  helping  me  ?)* — ^his  charitable  di(^ 

pofition  and  demeanor  toward  hi^  enemies  and  per- 

fecutors  ; 
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(ecutors  ;   (But  as  for  me^  when  they  zvere  Jick  [when  se  r  m, 
ib^  did  trouble  me,  fay  the  LXX.)  my  clothing  was     n. 

fackcloth^  I  humbled  myfelf  with  fajling^  and  my  prayer . 

returned  into  my  own  bofom  ;  /  behaved  myfelf  as  though  '£"  t-t  aita; 
it  had  been  my  friend,  or  brother-,  I  bowed  down  heavily  y^'^J""^^ 
as  one  that  mournethfor  his  mother,)     Which  pafTages,  P'^i-  ^cxtv. 
^d  the  hke,  how   patly  and  pundlually  they  do'^'   ^* 
fquare  to  refpedVive  paflages  in  the  Gofpels,  I  need 
not  to  fhew ;  we  do,  I  prefume,  all  of  us  well  enough 
remember  th?it  both  moft  doleful  and  comfortable 
hiftory,  to  be  able  ourfelves  to  make  the  application. 
But  there  farther  are  not  only  fuch  oblique  inti- 
mations, or  fignifications  of  this  matter,  (hrowded 
under  the  coverture  of  other  perfons  and  names; 
but  very  diredt  and  immediate  predidrions  concern- 
ing the  Meffiah's  being  to  fuffer,  moft  clearly  exprefT- 
ed  :  that  whole  famous  chapter  (the  53d.)  of  llaiah  ifa.  hu, 
doth  moft  evidently  and  fully  declare  it,  wherein  the 
kind,  manner,  caufes,  ends,  and  confequences  of  his 
fufferings,  together  with  his  behaviour  under  them, 
are  graphically  reprcfented  :  his  appearing  meanneis,' 
(He  hath  no  form ,  or  comelinefs  ;  and  when  we  Jhall  fee^r,  3. 
him,  there  is  no  beauty,  that  wefhould  defire  him  :) — the 
difgrace,  contempt,  repulfes,  and  rejection  he  under- 
went, (He  is  defpifed  and  rejetled  of  men — we  bid  our^,  3. 
faces  from  him ;  he  was  defpifed,  and  we  ejieemed  him 
not :) — his  afflifted  ftate,  (He  is  a  man  of  forrows,  andy-  3>  4« 
acquainted  with  grief-,  we  did  ejleem  him  Jlricken,  fmit- 
ten  of  God,  andaffli£led:) — the  bitter  and  painful  man- 
ner of  his  affliftion  (He  wasfirichen  ;  he  barefripes ;  v.  4. 5, 
he  was  wounded  and  bruifed : J — his  being  acculed,  ad- 
judged, and  condemned  as  a  malefaftor,  (He  was  ta-v.  s.  n. 
ken  from  prifon,  and  from  judgment — he  was  numbered 
among  the  tranfgrejjbrs  :) — his  death  confequent,  (He 
poured  out  his  foul  unto  death ;  he  whs  cut  out  of  the 
land  of  the  living  :) — the  defign  and  end  oi  his  fuffcr- 
jngs  ;  they  were  appointed  and  inflided  by  divine 
Providence  for  our  fake,  and  in  our  ftead  ;  for  the 
expiation  of  our  fins,  and  our  falvation  ;  (It  pleafedl,  ,0. 

the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


IZ, 


46  "The  Suffermgs  0/  Chrijt 

s  E  R  M.  the  Lord  to  bniife  him  ;  he  hath  put  him  to  p'ief—^xvhen 
II.      thou  Jhalt  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin — he  was 

-■  zvounded  for  our  trayfgrefjions^  he  zvas  hruifed  for  cur 

^^^'^%'  ^'  ^'^^'^V^^^^^^  '  ^^^  chafiifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him^ 

^'  '  '  'and  with  his flripes  we  are  healed-^Jurely  he  hath  hov  te 
our  griefs^  and  carried  our  for  rows— for  the  traffgrejjion 
of  my  people  he  was  flricken — the  Lord  hath  laid  on  hint 
the  iniquities  of  us  all:) — his  fuftaining  iill  this  with  i 
willing,  quiet,  humble  patience,  and  perfeft  meek- 

^'  7'         nel's,  (He  was  opprejjed^  and  he  was  affiided^  yet  he . 
opened  not  his  mouth  ;  he  is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the 
flaughter^  and  as  a  flocep  before  her  fjjearers  is  dumb^  fo 
he  openeth  not  his  mouth  :) — his  charitable  praying  for 

V.  iz.  his  perfecuton,  and  defigning  their  welfare,  (He 
made  inter ceffion  for  the  tranfgreffors:) — the  blefled  con- 
fequences  and  happy  fuccefs  of  his  fuffering?,  in  the 
converfion  and  juftification  of  men  ;  in  performing 
God's  will  and  work  ;  in  being  fatisfied,  rewarded, 

^-  »o,  II,  and  exalted  himfelf,  (He  [hall fee  his  feed^  he  flyatl  pro- 
long his  days^  and  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord  flMill  prof  per 
in  his  hand ;  hefliallfee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul,  mid fh  a II 
be  fatisfied ;  by  his  knowledge  fhall  my  righteous  fervant 
jufrify  many  \ — /  will  divide  him  a  portion  with  the 
greats  and  he  fhall  divide  the  fpoil  with  the  fir  on g  :) 
which  paflages,  as  they  do  moft  exaftly  fuit  unto 
Jefus,  and  might  in  a  fort  conftitute  a  true  hiflorical 
narration  of  what  he  did  endure,  together  vvith  the 
doftrines  delivered  in  the  Gofpel  concerning  the  in- 
tents and  efFefts  of  his  fufferings,  fo  that  they  did, 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  divine  Spirit,  relate 
to  the  Meflia?,  may  from  feveral  confiderations  be 
made  apparent  ;  the  context  and  coherence  of  all 
this  paflage  with  the  matters  precedent  and  fubfe- 
quent,  the  which  plainly  do  refpeft  the  Meflfias,  and 
Tfa.  lii.  7.  his  times,  do  argue  it  :  How  beautiful  upon  the  monn- 
*3'  tains  are  the  feet  of  him.  that  brin^eth  oood  tidinps  f 

and.  Behold  my  fervant  (ball  deal  prudently^  isc,  are 
paffiiges  immediately  going  before  ;   to  which  this 
chapter  is  knit  in  way  of  continuation ;  and  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  after  it  doth  follow,  Sin^^  O  barren^  tBou,  s  e  R  M. 
fiat  didji  not  bear^  ISc.  being  a  no  lefs  perfpicuous      11. 
than  elegant  delcription  of  the  Church,  enlarged  by 


accefllon  of  the  Gentiles,  which  was  \o  be  brought  ^^a- ''^- '* 
to  pafs  by  the  Meflias.  The  general  fcope  of  this 
whole  prophecy  enforceth  the  fame  conclufion  ;  and 
the  incongruity  of  this  particular  predidion  to  any 
other  perfon  imaginable  befide  the  Meffias  doth 
farther  evince  it ;  lb  high  arc  the  things  afcribed  tft 
the  fuffering  perfon  ;  as  that  he  Qiould  hear  the  fins 
of  all  God's  people^  and  heal  them\  that  he  fliould  by 
bis  knowledge  jufiify  many  (or  the  multitude);  that  the 
fleajure  of  the  Lord  Jhould  pro/per  in  his  hand  to  thefe 
grand  purpofes  ;  that  God  would  divide  him  a  portion 
with  the  greats  and  that  he  fijotdd  divide  the  fpoil  with 
thafirong  :  the  magnificence  and  importance  of  which 
feyings  (rightly  underftood  and  weighed)  do  well 
agree  to  the  Meflias,  but  not  to  any  other  perfon, 
or  fimple  man^:  whence  if  the  ancient  Jews  had  rea- 
fon  to  believe  a  MeflTias  was  to  come,  (as  they  with 
general  confent  did  fuppofe  they  had)  they  had  as 
much  reafon  to  apply  this  place,  as  any  other,  to 
him,  and  thence  to  acknowledge  that  he  was  de- 
figned  to  be  an  eminent  fufFerer.  And  indeed  di- 
vers of  the  ancient  Targumifts  and  moft  learned 
Rabbins  did  expound  this  place  of  the  one  Meflias, 
which  was  to  come  ;  as  the  Pugio  fideij  and  other 
learned  Writers  do  by  feveral  cxprefs  teftimonies 
declare.  This  place  alfo  difcovereth  the  vanity  of 
that  figment,  devifed  by  fome  later  Jews  ;  who,  to 
evade  it,  and  to  oppofe  Jefus,  have  affirmed  there  ' 
was  to  be  a  double  Meffias  ;  one,  who  Ihould  be 
much  afBidled;  another,  who  ftiould  greatly  pro- 
fper ;  fince  we  may  obferve,  that  here  both  great  af- 
fliftions  and  glorious  performances  concurrently  arc 
afcribed  to  the  fame  perfon. 

The  fame  things  are  by  parts  alfo  clearly  foretold 
in  other  places  of  this  Prophet,  and  in  other  pro- 
phetical Scriptures  :  by  Ifaiah  again  in  the  chapter 

immediately 
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s  E  R  M; immediately  preceding,  Behold  (faith  God  there)  my 
II.     fervnni  Jhdl  deal  prudently ;  be  /hall  he  exalt  ed^  and  ex^ 

tolledy  and  be  very  lAgh :  there  is  God's  fervant  (he, 

ifa.  Hi.  13,  ^^Q  i^  vvay  of  excellency  is  fuch,  that  is,  in  the  ftyle 
^'  of  this  Prophet,  the  Meffias)  in  his  real  glorious  ca- 

pacity :  it  foUoweth  concerning  his  external  appear- 
ance ;  His  vijage  was  fo  marred  more  than  any  manSy 
and  his  form  more  than  the  Jons  of  men  :  And  again,  in 

l(a.  xlix.  7.  the  49th  chapter  ;  T^hus  faith  the  Lordy  the  Redeemer 
of  IJraeU  ^^d  his  Holy  One ;  To  bim^  whom  man  defpifethy 
to  him^  whom  the  nation  abhorrethy  to  a  fervant  of  rulers  j 
kings  /hall  fee  and  arife^  princes  alfo  jhall  worfhip  : 
What  can  be  more  exprefs  and  clear,  than  that  it  is 
fignified  here,  that  the  Meflias,  who  (hould  fubjeft 
the  world,  with  its  fovereign  powers,  to  the  acknow- 
ledgment and  veneration  of  himfelf,  was  to  be  de- 
fpifed  by  men,  to  be  deteftcd  by  the  Jewilh  people^ 
to  appear  in  a  fervile  and  bafe  condition  ?  The 
fame  Prophet  doth  again,  in  the  50th  chapter,  bring 

Ifa.  1.6.  him  in  Ipeaking  thus  :  I  gave  my  back  to  the  f miter s^ 
and  my  cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off  the  hair  ;  /  hid 
net  'ny  face  from  /hame  and  /pitting.  His  offending  the 
Jews,  lb  as  thereby  to  aggravate  their  fins,  and  ac- 
celerate their  punifliments,  is  alfo  thus  expreffcd  by 

ifa.viii.  i4.t'ic  \\m^  Prophet  :   And  he  fhall  be  for  a  fayiEluary  : 

^piai.  11.  i.,  ^^^  y  ^.  ^^  j^^^^^^  of  jhimblingy  and  for  a  reck  of  offe>ue  to 

both  the  hou/es  of  Ifrael,  for  a  gin  and  for  a  Jnare  to, 

the  inhabitants  0/  Jerufalem. 

The  Prophet  Zechariah  doth  alfo  in  feveral  places 

very  roundly  exprefs  his  fufferings,  his  low  condi- 
Zcch.  ix.p.tion  in  thofe  words  ;  Behold  thy  King  cometh  unto  thee 

lowly ^  and  riding  upon  an  afs  ;   (that  is,  pauper^  mean 

and  forry  to  appearance.)  His  manner  of  death  in 
Zcch.  xiii.  tholb  words  :  Awake^  O  fwordy  againfl  my  fhepherdy 
^'  and  againfl  the  man  that  is  my  felloiv^  faith  the  Lord  of 

hqfts  ;  fmite  the  fhepherdy  and  the  fheep  fhall  be  feat- 
Zcch.  xii.  tered.  And  again  ;  /  will  pour  upon  the  houfe  of  Da^ 
*°«  vid^  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem^  the  fpirit  of 

grace  and  of  fupplications^  and  they  fhall  look  upon  me^ 

whom 
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ubm  they  have  pierced^  and  tbey/hatl  tnourfiy  &c.  Thes  e  R  m* 
Prophet  Daniel  alfo  in  that  p4ace,  from  which  pro-     11. 
bably  the  name  Meflias  was  taken,  and  which  moft 
exprefely  mentioneth  him,  faith,  that  a/ier  ^xty'twoDvi,\x.z6» 
weeks  the  Meffias  Jhall  be  cut  offy  but  not  for  bmfclf 
Now  from  all  thele  paffages  of  Scripture  (befide  di- 
vers others  to  the  fame  purpofe,  ob&rvable  by  thofe, 
whofe  induftry  is  aflifled  by  divine  illumination)  we 
may  well  conclude  with  our  Lord,  "On  ht«  yfyf««-T«»,Lukcxxit; 
xai  «Twf  iiih  ira^nir  tov  Xfirw"  that  thus  it  was  written^^^' 
and  thus  (according  to  the  Prophet's  foreftiewing)  it 
was  to  happen^  that  Cbrffi  Jhouldfyfer  ;  fuffer  in  a  life 
of  penury  and  difgrace,  in  a  death  of  forrow  and 
fliame. 

That  it  was  to  fall  out  thus,  might  alfo  be  well 
inferred,  by  reafons  grounded  upon  the  qualities  of 
the  Meffiah's  perfon,  and  upon  the  nature  of  his  perr 
formances,  fuch  as  they  are  defcribed  in  prophetical 
Scripture  :  he  was  to  be  really,  and  plainly  to  ap- 
pear, a  perfon  of  moft  admirable  virtue  and  good- 
ncfs ;  but  never  (as  even  Pagan  philofopbers  have  Plato,  s<5. 
obfcrved)  was,  or  can  there  be  any  fuch  without  un-"^^*'  *■• 
dergoing  the  trial  of  great  afflidtion.     He  was  to  be 
an  univerfal  pattern  to  men  of  all  forts  (efpecially  to 
the  greateft  part  of  men,  that  is,  to  the  poor  and 
afflided)  of  all  righteoufne/s ;  to  exemplify  particu-. 
lariy  the  moft  difficult  pieces  of  duty ;  (humility ^  pa-' 
tiencij  meeknefsy  charity  ^  felf  denial j  entire  rejignation  to 
God's  will:)  this  he  (hould  not  have  had  opportunity 
or  advantage  of  doing,  (hould  he  have  been  high, 
wealthy,  fplendid,  and  profprous  in  fecular  matters ; 
he  was  to  exercife  great  pity  and  fympathy  toward 
all  mankind  ;  toward  the  doing  which  it  was  requi- 
fite  that  he  (hould  himfelf  tafte  and  feel  the  incon* 
veniences,  troubles,  pains,  and  forrowsuncident  to  us. 
He  was  to  advance  the  repute  of  fpiritual  goods,  vide  Theo- 
and  eternal  ble(fings,  depreffing  the  value  ^*  ^hofe  fjj'^^^'*^;^ 
corporeal  and  temporal  things^  which  men   do  focon«ii.'p.' 
fowily  admire  an4  dote  on :  tiic  rtK)ft  compendious?^'^- 

voL«  {If  £  an4 
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s  E  R  M.andcffedual  way  of  doing  which  was  by  an  cxcm' 
II.     plary  negledt  or  rejedlion  of  worldly  glories  and  en-^ 

'  joyments  j  refufing  the  honours,  profits,  and  plea- 

fures  here,  adjoined  to  a  high  ftate.  He  was  by  the 
mod  kindly,  gentle,  and  peaceable  means  to  ereft  a 
fpiritual  kingdom ;  by  pure  force  of  reafon  to  fub' 
due  the  hearts  and  confciences  of  men,  to  the  love 
and  obedience  of  God  j  by  wife  inftruftion  to  raife 
in  us  the  hopes  of  future  recompences  in  heaven  j 
to  the  accomplifhment  of  which  purpofes  temporal 
glory  (working  on  the  carnal  apprehenfions  and  af- 
fcftions  of  men)  had  rather  been  prejudicial  than 
conducible.  He  was  to  accomplifli  and  manage  his 
^reat  defigns  by  means  fupernatural  and  divine,  the 
which  would  furely  become  more  confpicuous  by  the 
vifible  meannefs  and  impotency  of  his  ftate.  He 
was  alfo  moft  highly  to  merit  from  God,  for  himfelf, 
and  for  us ;  (to  merit  God's  high  approbation  of  what 
he  did,  God's  favour  and  grace  to  us;)  this  he  could 
not  perform  (o  well,  as  by  willingly  enduring,  for 
God's  fake,  and  in  our  behalf,  the  moft  hard  and 
grievous  things.  He  was,  in  fine,  defigned  perfeRly 
tB  faveuSj  and  confequently  to  appeafc  God's  wrath, 
to  fatisfy  divine  juftice,  to  expiate  our  fins ;  whereto 
it  was  requifite,  that  he  Ihould  undergo  what  we 
had  defcrved,  being  puniftied  and  afflifted  for  us. 

Now  that  Jefus  our  Lord  did  moft  thoroughly 
correfpond  to  whatever  is  in  this  kind  declared  by 
the  Prophets  concerning  the  Mcffias,  we  need  not, 
by  minutely  relating  the  known  hiftory  of  his  life  and 
death,  make  out  any  farther,  fince  the  whole  matter 
is  palpably  notorious,  and  no  adverfary  can  deny  it : 
I  (hall  therefore  conclude,  that  it  is  a  clear  and  cer- 
tain truth,  which  St.  Peter  in  our  text  affirmeth, 
that,  T^hoje  things  which  God  before  bad  Jhezved  by  the 
mouth  of  all  his  Prophets y  that  Cbrifl  fhould  fnffer^  ht 
hathfofulfiUed. 

Apoc.  i.  5.      Now,  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  wafhedus  from  our 

fins 
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Jins  in  bis  own  bloody  and  bath  made  us  Kifigs  ands  £  R  M. 
Pri^Js  unto  Gody  and  bis  Faiber;  to  bim  be  glory     11. 
and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen.  ■' 

BleJJingy  and  honour y  and  glory ^  and  power ^  be  unto  bim Apoc.y.i^^ 
that  Jitteth  upon  the  throne ^  and  unto  the  Lamb  for 
ever  and  ever.    Amen. 


E  %  SERMON 
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SERMON     III. 

Upon  the  Paffion  of  cnit  hleBtd  SaTioiir. 


I  III   I 


t'HXL.  ii.  8. 

jtnJ  heing  fdniid  in  fajhion  as  a  many  be  butnbled  bifh^ 
felf,  and  became  obedient  unto  deatb,  even  the  death 
if  the  erofs. 

WHEN,  ifi  cdhfeqiacnce  of  the  origiMi  apd-s  e  r  i*. 
ftafy  from  God,  which  did  bahifh  us  from     m. 

pctfadife,  and  by  eorttiniled  rebcMiortS  againft  him, -- 

Mievitable  to  our  cotrtjpt  and  imix)feftt  nsitur^,  iriiA- Cyni.  c 
kind  bad  forfeited  the  amity  of  God,  (theChfef  of^/^^/^^; 
all  goods,  the  fountain  of  all  happinefs,)  aiid  had  in-  303. 
tarred  his  difpleafuite,  (the  greatbft  of  all  6Vils,  the^"atlf' 
foundation  of  all  mifery ;) 

When    poor  man  having  deferted  his   natural  ircn.ui.  51, 
lord  and  protcdor,  other  lords  had  got  dominwn  over^     . 
Nm^  fo  that  he  *ea^  Captivated  by  the  foul,  toili- 13^.  "^  ^ 
cious,  cruel  fpirits,  and  enflaved  to  his  own  vd&ti  *""•"*•  *• 
mind,  to  vile  lufts,  to  wild  paflions  : 

When,  according  to  an  eternal  rule  of  juftice,  gct.  it.  7. 
that  fin  dcferVeth  puniftimeht,  and  by  an  exprefs  "•  '7. 
law,  wherein  death  wsks  enafted  to  the  tmnfgreflbts 
of  God's  conmiand,  the  root  of  our  ftock,  and  con-  iien.  r.  t€. 
fequently  all  its  branches^  ftood  adjudged  fo  irft* 
deftmftion :  '  - 

£  3  When^ 
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s  E  R  M.     When,  according  to  St.  Paul's  cxpreffions,  all  the 
III.     world  was  become  guilty  before  Godf  (or,  fubjefted  to 

~  God's  judgment :)  all  men  (Jews  and  Gentiles)  were 

Rom.  ui.  under  JtHy  under  condemnation^  under  the  curfe\  all  men 
frr^itei^  rZ  were  concluded  into  difobedience^  ^d  Jhut  up  together 
S^  jii^^(as  clofe  prifoners)  under  Jin  %  all  men  bad  finned^  and 
v.i«,  i8.  come  Jhort  of  the  glory  of  God:  death  had  paJJ'ed  over 
t^^^^^aU,  becaufe  all  had  finned: 

3*-,  When  for  us^  being,  plua^dihto  fo  wretched  a 

^J.*      '  condition,  no  vifible  remedy  did  appear,  no  poffiblc 
Gal. in.  11. redrcfs  could  be  obtained  here  below:    (for  what 
•jT^T.Ti.  rneans  could  we  have  of  recovering  God's  favour^ 
who  were  apt  perpetually  to  contradt  new  debts  and 
guilts,  but  not  able  to  difcharge  any  old  fcores? 
What  capacity  of  naind  or  wil^  had  we  to  entertain 
mercy,  who  were  no  lefs  ftubbornly  perverfe  and  ob- 
durate in  our  crimes,  than  ignorant  or  infirm  ?  How 
could  we  be  reconciled  unto  Heaven,  who  had  an 
Rom.Ti.    innate  antipathy  to  God  and  goodnefs?  [5i«  (ac- 
XI.  14.  *®-(.Qj.^ji^g  to  our  natural  date,  and  fecluding  evangeli- 
Jiom.  viL  cal  grace)  reigning  in  our  mortc^l  bo^ies^  no  good  thing 
R<>m' vii.  dwelling  in  us  5  there  being  a  predominant  law  in  our 
.  *3-  member Sy  warring  againft  the  law  of  our  mind^  and  bring" 

ing  us  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  Jin  ;  a  main  ingre- 
ii«m.fi.«.dicnt  of  our  old  man  being  a  carnal  ww^^  which  is 
^•^*  "*•  enmity  to  God^  and  cannot  fubmit  to  his  law;  we  being 
Ephcf.  iv.  alienated  from  the  life  of  God  by  the  blindnefs  of  ow 
Vara.  viii.  hearts,  and  enemies  in  our  minds  by  wicked  works ;] 
^  /  ,  How  could  we  revive  to  any  good  hope,  who  were 
•^^o*--  ^^^j  .^^  trefpajfes  and  ftns,  God  having  withdrawn  his 
Ephef.  iT.  quickening  iQ)irit  ?  How  at  Icaft  could  we  for  one 
.  crtoff.  i.  moment  ftand  upright  in  God's  fight,  upon  the  na- 
iU)*m  ▼  10  ^^^  terms,  excluding  all  fin,  and  exacting  perfed 
Ephc'f.  ii.  5!  obedience  ? ) 

(Rom.  vi.  When  this,  I  (ay,  was  our  forlorn  and  defperate 
fti!Lct\\i\.  cafe,  then  Almighty  God,  out  of  his  infinite  good- 
Jjj^  iiefs,  was  pleafed  to  look  upon  us  (as  he  fometime 
xxxiv.  1.  did  upon  Jerufalem,  lying  polluted  in  her  blood)  with  an 
\y\^^'  ^y^  ^f  P*^y  *^  mercy >  fo  as  gracioully  to  defign  a 

re- 
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redemption  for  us  out  of  all  that  woeful  diftrefs  :Is  E  r  M. 
and  no  fooher  by  his  incomprehenfible  wifdom  did|    iii. 
he  forefee  we  (hould  lofe  ourfelves,  than  by  his  im-  ■ 
menfe  grace  he  did  conclude  to  reftore  us. 

But  how  could  this  happy  defign  well  be  com-  Eph.  i.  4. 
paifed  ?  How  in  confidence  with  the  glory,  with  the  9-  u&iu. 
juftice^  with  the  truth  of  God,  could  fuch  enemies  a  Tim.  1.9. 
be    reconciled,   fuch   offenders  be   pardoned,   fuch  *p«^V..*9- 
wretches  be  faved  ?  Would  the  omnipotent  Majefty,Rom*xvi.' 
fo  affronted,  defign  to  treat  with  his  rebels  imme-i.?-  . 
diately,  without  an  interceflTor,  or  advocate  ?  Would 
the  fovereign  Governor  of  the  world  fuffer  thus  noto- 
rioufly  his  right  to  be  violated,  his  authority  to  be 
flighted,  his  honour  to  be  trampled  on,  without 
fome  notable  vindication  or  fatisfaftion?  Would  the 
great  Patron  of  juftice  relax  the  terms  of  it,  or  ever 
permit  a  grofs  breach  thereof  to  pafs  with  impunity  ? 
Would  the  immutable  God  of  truth  expofe  his  ve- Athtn.  de 
racity  or  his  conftancy  to  fufpicion,  by  fo  reverfing^"™. 
that  peremptory  fentence  of  death  upon  finners,  that     **'"*  *^' 
it  (hould  not  in  a  fort  eminently  be  accompliflied  ? 
Would  the  mod  righteous  and  moft  holy  God  let 
flip  an  opportunity  fo  advantageous  for  demonftrat- 
ing  his  perfeft  love  of  innocence,  and  abhorrence  of 
iniquity  ?  Could  we  therefore  well  be  cleared  from 
our  guilt  without  an  expiation,  or  reinftated  in  free- 
dom without  a  ranfom,  or  exempted  from  condemn- 
ation without  fome  punifliment  K 

No :  God  was  fo  pleafed  to  profecute  his  defigns 
of  goodnefs  and  mercy,  as  thereby  nowife  to  impair 
or  obfcure,  but  rather  to  advance  and  illuftrate  the 
glories  of  his  fovereign  dignity,  of  his  fevere  juftice, 
of  hb  immaculate  holinefs,  of  his  unchangeable 
fteadinefs  in  word  and  purpofe.  He  accordingly 
would  be  fucd'  to  for  peace  and  mercy  t  nor  would 
be  grant  them  abfolutely,  without  due  compenfa- 
tions  for  the  wrongs  he  had  fuftained ;  yet  fo,  that 
his  goodnefs  did  find  us  a  Mediator,  and  furnidi  us 
with  means  to  fatisfy  him.     He  would  not  conde- 

E  4  fcend 
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$ERM.fcend  to  a  fimpjie  remiflion  of  our  debts;  yet  fa, 
lu.  that,  faving  his  right  and  honour,  he  did  (loop  lower 
*■ ,  i.i»i  for  an  efTeSual  abolition  of  them.  He  would  make 
good  his  word,  not  to  let  our  trefpaffes  gaunpunifli- 
ed ;  yet  fo,  that  by  our  punifhnieot  we  might  re- . 
ceive  advantage.  He  would  manifefi:  his  deteftation 
of  wickednefs  in  a  way  more  illuflrious,  than  if  be 
had  perfecuted  it  down  to  hell,  and  irrevcrfibly 
doomed  it  to  endlels  torment. 

But  how  mig;ht  thefe  things  be  efl&ded?  Where 
was  there  a  Mediator  proper  and  worthy  to  intercede 
for  us  ?  Who  could  prefiime  to  folicit  and  plead  in 
our  behalf.^  Who  flbould  dare  to  put  liimfclf  be- 
tween  God  agd  us,  and  of&r  to  fcreen  mankind 
from  the  divine  wrath  and  vengeance  ?  Who  had  fo 
great  an.  intereft  in  the  court  of  heaven,  as  to  ingra- 
tiate fuch  a  brood  of  apoftate  enemies  thereto? 
Who  could  affume  the  confidence  to  propofe  terms 
of  reconciliation,  or  to  agitate  a  new  covenant, 
wherewith  God  might  be  fatisfied,  and  whereby  we 
might  be  faved  ?  Where,  in  heaven  or  eartih,  could 
there  be  found  a  pried  fit  to  atone  for  fins  fo  vaftly 
numerous,  fo  e^ttremely  heinous  ?  And  whence 
ihould  a  facrifice  be  taken,  of  value  fufficient  tot 
expiate  forfo  manifold  enormities,  committed  againfl: 
AW«rxi5-  the  infinite  Majefijy  qf  Heaven  ?  Who  could  ^ij^  out 
^.'H5b"^^  everlqftmg  rc^dfrnption  of  innumerable  fouls,  or  lay 
ix.  iz.  down  a  competent  mnfom.for  them  all?  Not  to  fay,. 
could  alfo  purchafe  for  them  eternal  life  and  hlifs  ? 

Thefe  are  queftions,  wh^ch  would  puzzle  all  th^ 
wit  of  man,  yea,  would  gravel  ail.  the  wiiUom  of 
angels  to  refolve :  for  plain  it  is,  that  no  creature  on 
earth,  none  in  heaven,  could  well  undertake  orpfr* 
form  this  workv 

Where  on  earth,  among  the  degenerate  fons  of 

Heb.  vu.    Adam,  could  be  found  fuch  anhigb  priejl  as  becamt 

uSy  bofyi  harnflefs,  undefiledy  feparatt  from  finntrs  ?  and 

how  could  a  man,  however  mnocent  and  pure  as  a. 

fcraphim,  fo  perform  his  duty,  as  to  do  more  than. 

merit 
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merit  or  fatisfy  for  himfelf  ?    H6w  many  lives  could  s  e  r  m% 
tlic  life  of  one  man  fcrve  to  ranfom  ;  feeing  that  it     itt. 
is  afierted  of  the  greatcft  and  richeft  among  men,  — • — -* 
that  None  of  them  can  by  any  means  redeem  bis  brother ^  Pfai,  xiix, 
or  give  to  God  a  ranfem  for  him.  ^' 

And  how  coald  available  help  in  this  cafe  be  ex- 
pet^led  from  any  of  the  angelical  hofl ;  feeing  (befide 
their  being  in  nature  different  from  us,  and  thence 
improper  to  merit  or  fatisfy  for  us ;  befide  their 
comparative  meannefs,  and  infinite  diftance  from  the 
mjgefty  of  God,)  they  are  but  our  fellow-fervants, 
and  have  obligations  to  diicharge  for  themfelves,  and 
cannot  be  folvent  fot  more  than  for  their  own  debts 
of  gratitude  and  fervice  to  their  infinitely-bountiful 
Creator  y  they  alfo  themfclves  needing  a  Saviour,  to 
prcferve  them  by  his  grace  in  their  happy  ftate  ? 

Indeed,  no  creature  might  afpire  to  fa  auguft  an 
honour,  none  could  atchieve  fo  marvellous  a  work, 
as  to  redeem  from  infinite  guilt  and  mifery  the  no* 
bkft  part  of  all  the  vifible  creation :  none  could  pre* 
fume  to  invade  that  high  prerogative  of  God,  or  at- 
tempt to  infHnge  the  truth  of  that  reiterated  procla- 
mation, /,  even  /,  am  the  Lord,  and  befide  me  there  is  no  ira.  xiiii. 

bavwtm.  Hof.xiii,4, 

Wherefore,  feemg  that  a  fuperemment  dignity  of 
perfon  was  required  in  our  Mediator,  and  that  an 
immenfe  value  was  to  be  prefented  for  our  ranfom  ; 
feeing  that  God  faw  there  was  no  many  and  tvonderedUi.  Vx,  16. 
(cf  took  fpecial  notice)  that  there  was  no  inter cejfor  ^lxxI'"' 
it  muft  be  ^s  arm  alone  that  could  bring  falvation  ; 
none  belide  God  himfelf  could  intermeddle  therein. 
But   how  oould   God  undertake   the  bufinefs  ? 
Could  he  become  a  fuitor  or  interceffor  to  his  of- 
femied  felf  ?  Could  he  prefcnt  a  facrifice,  or  difburfe 
a  fatisfadlion  Co  his  own  juftice  ?    Could  God  alone 
coDtrad:  and  ftipulate  with  God  in  our  behalf  ?  No> 
furcly  man  alfo  muft  concur  in  the  tranfaftion  : 
fomc  amends  muft  ifliie  frcwn  him,  fomewhat  muft 
be  pakl  out  of  our  ftock  :  human  will  and  confent 

muft 
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.s  E  R  M.  muft  be  interpofedj  to  ratify  a  firtn  eovenant  witfi 
III.     us,  inducing  obligation  on  our  part.     It  was  decent 
.— — —  and  expedient,  that  as  man,  by  wilful  tranfgrcffion 
and   prefumptuous  felf-pleafing,  had  fo  highly  of- 
fended, injured,  and  dilhonoured  his  Maker;  fo  man 
alfo.  by  willing  obedience,  and  patient  fubmiffion  to 
God's  plealure,  ftiould  greatly  content,  right,  and 
glorify  him, 
Ephcf.  i.  8.     Here  then  did  lie  the  ftrefs ;  this  was  the  knot^ 
g"^^^*-7^- which  only  divine  wifdom  could  loofe.     And  fo  in* 
Tit.  iii.  4.''dced  it  did  in  a  moft  cffe<Sual  and  admirable  way  ; 
GariJ!*4.'  ^^^  ^^  correfpondence  to  all  the  exigences  of  the 
John vi. 38. cafe,  (that  God  and  man  both  might  a6t  their  parts 
jlhni\'i4.  ^^  *^ving  us)  the  blefled  eternal  Word,  the  only  Son 
Hcb.  V.  2.  of  God,  by  the  good^will  of  his  Father,  did  vouch* 
Ephd\  i.  6.  ^^^^  ^o  intercede  for  us,  and  to  undertake  our  re- 
Conft.  A-   demption ;  in  order  thereto  voluntarily  being  fent 
Hr  ^"'    down  from  heaven,  affuming  human  flefli,  fubjefting 
1  Tim.  ii.  himfelf  to  all  the  infirmities  of  our  frail  nature,  and 
Tit.  ii.  14.  to  the  worft  inconveniences  of  our  low  condition  j 
Heb.ix.15.  tjj^rein  meriting  God's  favour  to  us,  by  a  perfeft 
OA.'uzz.  obedience  to  the  law,  and  fatisfying  God's  juftice by 
a  moft  patient  endurance  of  pains  in  our  behalf;  in 
completion  of  all,  willingly  laying  down  his  life  for 
the  ranfom  of  our  fouls,  and  pouring  forth  his  blood 
in  facrifice  for  our  fins. 
iriin.iiL       This  is  that  great  and  wonderful  myftery  of  godli' 
•'^*  nejsy  (or  of  ^our  holy  religion)  the  which  St.  Paul 

here  doth  exprefs,  in  thefe  word*  concerning  our 
bleffed  Saviour;  Who  being  in  the  form  of  God,  thought 
it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God;  but  made  himfelf  of 
no  reputation,  and  took  ttpmi  him  the  ferm  of  a  fervant^ 
and  was  made  in  the  likenefs  of  men  :  and  being  found  iH 
fafhion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himfelf  and  became  obe* 
dient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs. 

In  which  words  are  contained  divers  points  very 
obfer\'able.  But  feeing  the  time  will  not  allow  me  to 
treat  on  them  in  any  meafure  as  they  defcrve,  I 
fliall  (waving  all  the  reft)  infift  but  upon  one  parti-* 

cular. 
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,  Cular,  couched  in  the  laft  words,  Even  the  death  of  sis,  v.  u. 
fbe  <rof5^9  which  by  a  fpecial  emphafis  do  excite  us     iii. 

toconfidcr  the  manner  of  that  holy  paffion,  which — r- 

we  now  commemorate;  the  contemplation  whereof, " ^'^i^^^* *^ 
as  it  is  mod  feafonable,  fo  it  is  ever  very  profitable.  ^'**'^*'* 

Now  then  in  this  kind  of  paffion  we  may  cohfider 
divers  notable  adjuncts;  namely  thefe  :  i.  Its  being 
in  appearance  criminal.  2.  Its  being  moft  bitter  and 
painfuh  3.  Its  being  moft  ignominious  and  fliame- 
ful.    4.  Its  peculiar  advantageoufnefs  to  the  defigns 

.  of  our  Lord  in  fufiering.    5,  Its  pradical  efficacy. 

I.  We  may  confider  our  Lord's  fuffering  as  crimi- 
nal ;  or  as  in  femblance  being  an  execution  of  juftice 
upon  him.  He  (as  the  Prophet  foretold  of  him)  t£;^j  Ka. luu  11. 
numbered  among  the  tranfgre£brs  ;  and  God  (faith  St.  j,^  ^*^' 
V^xxX)  made  him  Jin  for  uSy  who  knew  no  fin:  that  is, 
God  ordered  him  to  be  treated  as  a  moft  fniful  or 
criminous  perfon,  who  in  himfelf  was  perfectly  inno- 
cent, and  void  of  the  leaft  inclination  to  oflend. 

So  in  efFed:  it  was,  that  he  was  impeached  of  tlw 
highc ft  crimes ;  as  a  violator  of  the  divine  laws  injohnv.  tt 
divers  inftances ;  as  a  defiener  to  fubvert  their  reli-  ^.  3^>  *^- 

•  <%  •  vii.  12* 

gion  and  temple  ;  as  an  impoftor,  deludmg  and  fc-  Mitt,  xxn, 
ducing  the  people ;   as  a  blafphemer,  afluming  to*** '^*^''- 
himfelf  the  properties  and  prerogatives  of  God  ;  as  a  Luke  xxiu. 
feditious  and  rebellious  pcrfoUy  perverting  ^^^  «^^'^>Matt.xrvii. 
inhibiting  payments  of  tribute  to  Caefar,  ufurping63. 
royal  authority,  and  ftyling  himfelf  Chrtfi  a  king:  in^'*^*/;^ 
a  word,  as  a  malefa<9:or,  or  one  guilty  of  enormous  ««oira»;c. 
offences;  fo  his  perfecutors  avowed  to  Pilate,  //"/^o^*^*^*"" 
faid  they,  he  were  not  a  malefactor ^  we  would  not  have 
delivered  him  up  unto  thee.  As  fuch  he  was  reprefented 
and  arraigned  ;   as  fuch,  although   by   a   fentence 
wrefted  by  malicious  importunity,  againft  the  will 
and  confcience  of  the  judge,  he  was  condemned,  and 
accordingly  fuffered  death. 

Now  whereas  any  death  or  paffion  of  our  Lord, 
as  being  in  iticif  immenfely  valuable,  and  moft  pre- 
cious in  the  fight  of  God,  might  have  been  fufficient 

toward 
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s  E  R  M.  toward  the  accomplilhtti^nt  of  his  geriefat  cUfigns, 
ill.     (the  appeafmg  God*s  wrath,  the  fatisfadtioii  of  di- 
■»  vine  juftice,  the  expiation  of  otir  guilt  5)  it  may  be 

enquired^  why  God  (hould  thus  expofe  him,  or  why- 
he  (hould  choofe  to  fufFef  under  this  odious  and  tigly 
charafter^?    Which  enquiry  is  the  more  confider- 
able,  becaufe  it  is  efpecially  this  circumftance  which 
croffeth  the  flelhly  fenfe  and  worldly  prejudices  of 
men,  fo  as  to  have  rendered  the  Golpel  offenfive  to 
the  fuperftitious  Jews,  and  defpicable  to  conceited 
Orig.c.      Gentiles.     For  fo  Tryphon  in  Juftin  Martj^r,  al* 
SjIviL  p.*  though,  from  conviftion  by  teftimonies  of  Scripture, 
368.  Aug.  he  did  admit  the  Meflias  was  to  fufFer  hardly ^  ytt 
10.^28!  Cy-  that  it  fhould  be  in  this  accurfed  manner,  he  coukl 
111. C.Jul,   not  digeft.     So  the  great  adverfaries  of  Chriftianity 
^».p-i94-  (Ceifus^  Porphyry,  Julian)  did  with  moft  contempt 
urge  this  exception  againft  it.     So  St.  Paul  did  ob* 
tCor.i.zj.  ferve,  that  Chriji  crucified  was  unto  tbejezvs  a  fturH'- 
hling'blockj  and  unto  the  Greeks  foolijlmefs.    Wherefore 
to  avoid  thofe  fcandals,  and  that  we  may  better  ad* 
mire  the  wifdom  of  God  in  this  difpenfation,  it  may 
be  fit  to  aflign  fome  reafons  intimated  in  holy  Scrip- 
ture, or  bearing  conformity  to  its  do6trine,  why  it 
was  thus  ordered.     Such  are  thefe. 

I.  As  our  Saviour  freely  did  undertake  a  life  of 
greateft  meannefs  and  hardfhip,  fo  upon  the  like  ac- 
counts he  might  be  pleafed  to  undergo  a  death  moft 
loathfome  and  uncomfortable.  There  is  nothing  to 
man*s  nature  (efpecially  to  the  beft  natures,  in  which 
raodefty  and  ingenuity  do  furvive,)  more  abominable 
than  fuch  a  death.  God  for  good  purpofes  hath 
planted  in  our  conftitution  a  quick  fenfe  of  dif- 
grace ;  and,  of  all  dilgraces,  that  which  proceedeth 
from  an  imputation  of  crimes  is  moft  pungent ;  and 
being  confcious  of  our  innocence  doth  heighten  the 

'     "  Cur  ii  Dcus  fuit,  et  mori  volult,  non  faltem  honcfto  aliqi^o 
mortis  gcnerc  alfedus  eft  ?  &c.    La&,  4.  26.  Jiift,  M,  Diat.  p. 

fmart  y 
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(mart ;  and  to  refied  upon  ourfelv^s  dying  under  it^  s  b  R  m, 
leaving  (he  world  with  an  indelible  flain  upon  our     iii^ 

name  and  memory,  is  yet  more  grievous.     Even  to 

}angui(h  by  degrees,  enduring  the  torments  of  a  long, 
however  (harp  dileafe,  would  to  an  honed  mind 
Icem  ipofe  eligible,  than  in  this  manner,  being  re- 
puted and  haiidled  ^s  a  villain,  to  find  a  quick  and 
cafy  difpatch. 

Of  which  human  refentment  may  we  not  obferve 
a  touch  in  that  expoftulation,  Be  ye  come  out  ijjLukexxa. 
^rauifi  a  thief  with /words  andfiaves  ?  If  as  a  man  he  ^^^  „^ 
dud  not  like  to  be  profecuted  as  a  thief;  yet  wil-55- 
lingly  did  hechoofe  it,  as  he  did  other  moil  diftafteful 
fhin^,  pertaining  to  our  nature,  (the  likenefs  of  man) 
and  mcident  to  that  low  condition,  (the  form  of  a 
fpnmnt)  i4to  which  he  did  put  himfelf :  fuch  as  were, 
(to  cndyte  penury,  and  to  fare  hardly,  to  be  flighted, 
envied,  hated,  reproached  through  all  his  courfe  of 
life. 

It  is  well  (aid  by  a  Pagan  philofopher,  that  No  man 
doth  exprefsfuch  a  refpe£i  and  devotion  to  virtue y  as  doth 
be  who  forfetteth  the  repute  of  being  a  good  man^  that  he 
maj  not  loJJe  the  confcience  of  being  Juch  ^.  This  our 
Lora  willingly  made  his  cafe,  being  content  not  only 
to  expofe  his  life,  but  to  proditute  bis  £mie,  for  the 
interefts  of  goodnefs. 

Had  he  died  otherwife,  he  might  have  fcemed  to 
purchafe  our  welfare  at  a  fomewhat  eafier  rate ;  he 
had  not  been  fo  complete  a  fufFerer^  he  had  not 
tailed  the  worft  that  man  is  liable  to  endure  :  there 
had  been  a  comfort  in  feeming  innocent,  detracting 
from  the  perfe^ion  of  his  fufferance. 

Whereas  therefore  he  often  was  in  hazard  of^otmr.  i«. 
death,  both  from  the  clandeftine  machinations  and  j|j|\/jf;,^' 
tbe  outxageow  v^9^i^^$  of  tbofe  who  maligned  him,  19'  h-  ^ 


.X. 

3*-  39- 


?  Nemo  mihi  Tidctnr  phms  aeftlmare  virtvtcm,  nemo  ilH  ma- 
fU  eflfe  derotos,  quam  qui  boni  viri  famam  perdidit,  nc  confci* 
WUain  pcrderct,    Stn.  fy.  8i* 

he 
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s  E  R  M.  he  did  induftrioufly  fliun  a  death  fo  plaufibic,  and 
II r.     honourable,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak  ;  it  being  not  fo  dif- 

., graceful  to  fall  by  private  malice,  or  by  fudden  rage, 

as  by  the  folemn  deliberate  proceeding  of  men  in 
public  authority  and  principal  credit. 

Accordingly  this  kind  of  death  did  not  fall  upon 

J0hnvi.64.him  by  furprife,  or  by  chance  ;  but  he  did  from  the 
beginning  forefee  it ;  he  plainly  with  fatisfa(flion  did 
aim  at  it :  he  (as  it  is  related  in  the  Gofpels)  did 
Jhew  his  difciples,  that  it  was  incumbent  on  him  by 

Mitr. xTi.  God's  appointment  and  his  own  choice;   that  he 

Luk  •  ^^^^^  ^'^  ^^  ^^'^^  ^^  fiiff^^  ^^^^y  ^^^^i^y  ^^  ^^  rejected  by 
22.  xviii.  the  chief  priejfs^  elders^  andfcribeSy  to  be  vilified  by  them^ 
i:»  JV      to  be  delivered  up  to  the  Gentiles,  to  be  mocked  and 

Mark  IX.       .  _  ,  "*./••  /i      •  •  /%  rr^i 

31.  fcourgedj  and  crucified^  as  a  flagitious  flave.     Thys 

would  our  bleffed  Saviour,  in  conformity  to  the  reft 
of  his  voluntary  affliftions,  and  for  a  confummation 
of  them,  not  only  fufTer  in  his  body  by  fore  wounds 
and  bruifes,  and  in  his  foul  by  doleful  agonies^  but 
in  his  name  alfo  and  reputation  by  the  fbuleft  (can- 
dais ;  undergoing  as  well  all  the  infamy  as  the  in- 
firmity which  did  belong  to  us,  or  might  befell  us  : 
thus  meaning  by  all  means  thoroughly  to  exprefs  his^ 
charity,  and  exercife  his  compaffion  towards  us; 
thus  advancing  his  merit,  and  difcharging  the  ut- 
inoft  fatisfaclion  in  our  behalf, 

2.  Death  paffing  on  him  as  a  malefadlpr  by  pub- 
lic fentence,  did  beft  fuit  to  the  nature  of  his  under- 
taking, was  moft  congruous  to  his  intent,  did  moft 
aptly  reprefent  what  he  was  doing,  and  imply  the 
xcafon  of  his  performance.  For  we  all  are  guilty  ia 
a  moft  high  degree,  and  in  a  manner  very  notorious; 
the  fbuleft  ftiame,  together  with  the  fharpeft  pain,  is^ 
due  to  us  for  affronting  our  glorious  Maker;  we  de- 
fcrve  an  open  condemnation  and  exemplary  punifh- 
ment :  wherefore  he,  undertaking  in  our  ftead  to 
bear  all,  and  fully  to  fatisfy  for  us,  was  pleafed  to 
undergo  the  lijce  judgment  and  ufage;  being  termed, 
being  treated  as  we  fliould  have  been,  in  quality  of 

an 
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an  heinous  malefadlor,  as  \Ve  in  truth  are.   What  we  s  e  R  m. 
had  really  adled  in  dillionouring  and  ufurping  upon     iii. 

God,  in  difordering  the  world,  in  per\-erting  others, — 

that  was  imputed  to  him ;  and  the  punifhment  due 

to  that  guilt  was  inflifted  on  him.    All  we  like  Jheepu^. ini.  6. 

have  gone  ajiray^  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own 

way  ;  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us 

all.    He  therefore  did  not  only  fuftain  an  equivalent 

pain  for  us,  but  in  a  fort  did  bear  an  equal  blame 

with  us,  before  God  and  man. 

3.  Seeing,  by  the  determinate  counfel  of  God^  it  was  AO*  ii.  ?3- 
appointed  that  our  Lord  Ihould  die  for  us,  and  that 
not  in  a  natural,  but  violent  way,  fo  as  perfedly  to 
{atisfy  God's  juftice,  to  vindicate  his  honour,  to  evi-r 
dence  both  his  indignation  againft  fin,  and  willing- 
nefs  to  be  appeafed ;  it  was  moft  fit  that  affair  fhould 
be  tranfafted  in  a  way,  wherein  God's  right  is  moft 
nearly  concerned,  and  his  providence  moft  plainly 
difcernible ;  wherein  it  fliould  be  moft  apparent  that 
God  did  exaft  and  inflift  the  punifliment,  that  our 
I^rd  did  freely  yield  to  it,  and  fubmiflively  undergo 
it,  upon  thofe  very  accounts.  All  judgment  (as  Mo^Pcut.!.  17, 
fcs  of  old  did  fay)  is  GoJ's,  or  is  adminiftered  by  au- 
thority derived  from  him,  in  his  name,  for  his  in- 
tereft ;  all  magiftrates  being  his  officers  and  inftru- 
ments,  whereby  he  governeth  and  ordereth  the  world, 
hb  natural  kingdom  :  whence  that  which  is  afted  in 
way  of  formal  judgment  by  perfons  in  authority, 
God  himfelf  may  be  deemed  in  a  more  fpecial  and 
immediate  manner  to  execute  it,  as  being  done  by 
his  commiffion,  in  his  ftead,  on  his  behalf^  with  his 
peculiar  fuperintendence.  It  was  therefore  in  our 
Lord  a  fignal  aft  of  deference  to  God's  authority 
and  juftice,  becoming  the  perfon  fuftained  by  him  ot 
our  Mediator  and  Proxy,  to  undergo  fuch  a  judg- 
ment, and  fuch  a  punifhment ;  whereby  he  received 
*doom  as  it  were  from  God's  own  mouth,  uttered 
by  his  minifters,  and  bare  the  ftroke  of  juftice  fron^ 
Qod's  hand,  reprefented  by  his  inftruments.  Whence 

very 
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SE  R  M.  verj'  feafonably  and  patiently  did  he  reply  to  Pilate, 
III.     Thoti  hadjl  no  power  over  tney  (or  againjl  me)  except  it 

-r were  given  thee  from  above  :  implying  that  it  was  in 

johnxix.  regard  to  the  originally  fupreme  authority  of  God 
.jw  «/*»'•  j^j^  father,  and  to  his  particular  appointment  upoq 
this  occafion,  that  our  Saviour  did  then  frankly  fub- 
je(fl  himfelf  to  thofc  inferior  powers,  as  to  the  proper 
minifters  of  divine  juftice.  Had  he  fufFered  in  any 
other  way,  by  the  private  malice  or  paffion  of  men, 
God's  fpccial  providence  in  that  cafe  had  been  Icfs 
vifible,  and  our  Lord's  obedience  not  fo  remarkable. 
And  if  he  mud  die  by  public  hands,  it  muft  be  as  a 
criminal,  under  a  pretence  of  guilt  and  demerit; 
there  rauft  be  a  formal  procefs,  how  full  focver  of 
mockery  and  outrage  ;  there  muft  be  teftimonies 
produced,  how  void  foever  of  truth  or  probability  ; 
there  muft  be  a  fentence  pronounced,  although  moft 
corrupt  and  injurious  :  tor  no  man  is  in  this  way 
perfecuted,  without  colour  of  defert :  othcrwifc  it 
would  ceafe  to  be  public  authority,  and  become  law- 
kfs  violence  ;  the  pcrfecutor  then  would  piit  off  the 
face  of  a  magiftsate,  and  appear  as  a  cut -throat,  or  ^ 
robber, 

4.  In  fine,  our  Saviour  hardly  with  fuch.  advan- 
tage, in  any  other  way,  could  have  difplayed  all 
kinds  of  virtue  and  goodnefs,  to  the  honour  of  God, 
to  the  edification  of  men,  to  the*  furtherance  of  our 
falvation. 

The  judgment-hall,  with  all  the  paflages  leading 

him  thither,  and  thence  to  execution,  attended  with 

guards  of  foldiers,  amidft  the  crowds  and  damours 

of  people,  were  as  fo  many  theatres,  on  which  he 

hud  opportune  convenience,  in  the  full  eye  of  the 

John  xTiii.  world,  to  aft  divers  parts  of  fublimeft  virtue  :   to 

1  Tim.vi.  exprefs  his  infuperable  conftancy,  in  attefting  truth, 

>J.  and  maintaining  a  good  confcience  ;  his  meeknefs,^ 

in  calmly  bearing  the  greateft  wrongs  ;  his  patience, 

in  contentedly  enduring  the  faddeft  adverfities ;  his 

entire  relignation  to  the  will  and  providence  of  God ; 

liis 
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his  peaceable  fubmiffion  to  the  law  and  power  ofs  e  r  m, 
man  ;  his  admirable  charity,  in  pitying,  in  excufing,  iii. 
in  obliging  thofe  by  his  good  wifties,  and  earnefl 
prayers  for  their  pardon,  who  in  a  manner  fo  inju- 
rious, fo  defpitefiil,  fo  cruel,  did  perfeCute  him,  yea, 
in  gladly  fuffering  all  this  from  their  bands  for  their 
ialvation ;  his  unfhakeable  &ith  in  God,  and  un- 
alterable love  toward  him,  under  fo  fierce  a  trial,  fo 
dreadful  a  temptation.  All  thefe  excellent  virtues 
and  graces,  by  the  matter  being  thus  ordered,  in  a 
degree  mod  eminent,  and  in  a  manner  very  confpi- 
cuous,  were  demonftrated  to  the  praife  of  God's 
Aame,  and  the  commendation  of  his  truth  ;  for  the 
fettlement  of  our  faith  ahd  hope,  for  an  inflrudion 
ind  an  encouragement  to  us  of  good  pradice  in 
tbofe  hi^eft  inftances  of  virtue. 

It  is  a  paflable  notion  among  the  moft  eminent 
Pagan  fages,  that  no  Very  exemplary  virtue  can  well 
appear  otherwife  than  in  notable  misfortune.  Whence 
it  is  faid  in  Plato,  that  to  approve  a  man  heartily 
righteous y  hi  mu/i  be  fcourged^  tortured j  bounds  have  his 
two  eyes  burnt  out,  and  in  the  clofe^  having  fuffered  all 
evils y  mu/i  be  impaled j  or  crucified «.  And,  //  was^ 
faith  Seneca,  the  cup  of  poifon  which  made  Socrates  a 
great  man,  and  which  out  of  prifon  did  transfer  him  to 
heaven^  or  did  procure  to  hira  that  lofty  efteem  ■,  af- 
fording him  opportunity  to  fignalize  his  conftancy, 
his  equanimity,  his  unconcernednefs  for  this  world 
and  life.  And,  The  virtue^  faith  he  again,  and  the  in- 
Hocence  of  Rutilius  would  have  lain  htdj  if  it  had  not 

*  Magnum  exemplum  niii  mala  fortnna  non  invenit.  Sin,  di 
Prov.  c.  3. 

SoA^,   TfXft/TA>f    %a»Tek    xaua    vot^ut   cua^it^tXiV^ictTcn,     Plat,    di 
Ji£f.  2. 

*  Ctcuu  magnum  Socratcm  fecit.  Sm,  Ep,  13. 

Calix  venenatUs,  qui  Socratem  tranliulit  e  carcere  in  cesium. 
,.S^.  Ef.  6;. 

.£qualls  fiiit  in  tanta  inaeqaalitate  fbrtuns^  &c.  Sm.  Ef,  104. 

VOL.  II.  F  (by 
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s  E  R  M.  (by  condemnation  and  exile)  received  btjurj; ;  while  if 
III.     was  violated^  it  brightly  Jhone  forth^.     And  he  that 
■  faid  this  of  others,  was  himfelf  in  nothing  fo  illuf- 

trious,  as  in  handfonnely  entertaining  that  death  ta 
which  he  was  by  the  bloody  tyrant  adjudged.    And 
generally,  the  moft  honourable  perfons  in  the  judg- 
ment or  pofte^rity  for  gallant  worthy  to  this  very  end 
Sen.  dc      (as  fucli  philofopliers  teach)  were  by  divine  provi- 
Prov.  ij  3.  ^gj^^g  delivered  up  to  fuffer  opprobrious  condemn- 
piut.  de     ations  and  puniftiments,  by  the  ungrateful  malignity 
Co°irtr.  Ep.  of  ^heir  times.     So  that  the  Greeks,  in  confiftence 
^9h         with  their  own  wifdom  and  experience,  could  not 
reafonably  fcorn  that  crofs  which  our  good  Lord 
(did  not  only,  as  did  their  bed  worthies,  by  forcible 
accidental  conftraint  undergo,  but)  advifedly  by  free 
choice  did  undertake,  to  recommend  the  moft  ex- 
cellent virtues  to  imitation,  and  to  promote  the 
moft  noble  defigns  that  could  be,  by  its  influence. 

So  great  reafon  there  was,  that  our  Lord  fhould 
thus  fuffer  as  a  criminal. 

11.  We  may  confider,  that  in  that  kind  his  fuf- 

fering  was  moft  bitter  and  painful,     Eafily  we  may 

imagine  what  acerbity  of  pain  muft  be  endured  by 

our  Lord,  in  bis  tender  limbs  being  ftretched  forth, 

,     racked,  and  tentered,  and  continuing  for  a  good 

i^fai.  xxii.  time  in  fuch  a  pofture  5  by  the  piercifig  his  hands  and 

'^-  his  feet  J  parts  very  nervous  and  exquifitely  fenfible, 

Piai.cv.  is.with  Iharp  nails,  (fo  that^  as  it  is  faid  of  Jofeph,  the 

iron  entered  into  his  foul  \)  by  abiding  expofed  to  the 

injuries  of  the  ftin  fcorching,  the  wind  beating,  the 

weather  fearching  his  grievous  wounds  and  fores. 

Such  a  pain  it  was  ;  and  that  no  ftupifying,  no  tran- 

fient  pain,  but  one  both  very  acute  and  lingering : 

for  we  fee,  that  he  together  with  his  fellow-fufferers 

had  both  prefence  of  mind  and  time  to  difcpurle. 


*  Rutilii  innocentid  ac  virtus  latcrct,  nifi  accepiflct  injuriam  ; 
dum  violatur^  eflfulfit.  Sen,  Ep.  79-. 

Even 
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Even  fix  long  hours  did  he  remain  under  fuch  tor-s  e  R  m. 
ture,  fuftaining  in  each  moment  of  them  beyond  the     iii. 

panss  of  an  ordinary  death.     But  as  the  cafe  was  fo 

hard  and  fad,  fo  the  reafon  of  it  was  great,  and  the^*^^*^* 
fruit  anfwerably  good.  Our  Saviour  did  embrace 
fuch  a  paflion,  that,  in  being  thus  content  to  endure 
the  moft  intolerable  fmarts  tor  us,  he  might  demon- 
ftrate  the  vehemence  of  his  love ;  that  he  might  fig* 
nify  the  heinoufnefs  of  our  fins,  which  deferved  that 
from  fuch  a  perfon  fo  heavy  punifhment  fhould  be 
exadted  ;  that  he  might  appear  to  yield  a  valuable 
compensation  for  thofe  pains  which  we  fliould  have 
fuffered ;  that  he  thoroughly  might  exemplify  the 
hardeft  duties  of  obedience  and  patience. 

III.  This  manner  of  fuffering  was  (as  moft  fliarp 
and   affliftive,  fo)  moft  vile  and  ftiameful ;  being 
proper  to  the  bafeft  condition  of  the  worft  men, 
and  unworthy  of  a  freeman,  however  nocent  and 
guilty  *.     It  was  fervile  fuppUcium^  a  punifliment  ne* 
ver  by  the  Romans,  under  whofe  law  our  Lord  fuf- 
fered, legally  inflidted  upon  freemen,  but  upon  Haves 
only ;  that  is,  upon  people  fcarcely  regarded  as  men, 
having  in  a  fort  forfeited  or  loft  themfelves.     And 
among  the  Jews   that   execution   which   moft  ap- 
proached thereto,  and  in  part  agreed  with  it,  (for 
their  law  did  not  allow  any  fo  inhuman  punifhment,) 
hanging  up  the  dead  bodies  of  fome  that  had  been 
put  to  death,  was  held  moft  infamous  and  execrable  : 
for,  Curfedy  faid  the  law,  is  every  one  that  hangeth  upofir}cut,xxU 
a  tree ;  curfed,  that  is,  devotedf  to  reproach  and  ma-  ^3-^  ... 
lediftion  ;  Accurfed  by  God,  faith  the  Hebrew,  thatT^*;^^'^' 
is,  feeming  to  be  rejeded  by  God,  and  by  his  fp^cial  J*^j|^^^^ 
order  expofed  to  affliftion.  iti^  m 

Indeed,  according  to  the  courfe  of  things,  to  be^^''^^*"' 
fet  on  high,  and  for  continuance  of  time  to  be  ob-  Tom.  vi, 
jcfted  to  the  view  of  all  that  pafs  by,  in  that  cala-^'*^*" 

c  Quod  etUini  hdmine  i>berp>.  quankvis  noqente,  yideatur  indig- 
num.  La^,  iv.  26. 

>  2  mitous 
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s  E  k  M.  mitous  poiR:ure,  doth  infufe  bad  fufpicion,  doth  pro- 
III.     voke  cenftlre,  doth  invite  cbntempit  and  fcorn,  doth 

naturally  draw  forth  language  of  derifion,  defpite, 

and  deteftation;  efpecially  from   tl>e  inconfiderate, 
hard-hearted,  and   rude   vulgar,  which  commonly 
doth  think,  fpeak,  and  deal  according  to  event  and 
appearance  :  ( — Sequitur  fortmam  femper^  et  odit  dam- 
lUh.x.  synalos — )  whence  S'iaTf/^£(r9'ai,  to  be  made  a  gazing- 
Jlocky  or  an  objeft  of  reproach  to  the  multitude,  is 
by  the  ApofUe  mentioned  as  an  aggravation  of  the 
hardfliips  endured  by  the  primitive  Chriftians.   And 
thus  in  extremity  did  it  befal  our  Lord  :  for  we 
i^^uKT^pi-  read,  that  the  people  did  in  that  condition  mock, 
fw  ^ihZ'  jeer,  and  revile  him,  drawing  up  their  nofes,  abufing 
^fxwi.       him  by  fcurrilous  geftures,  letting  out  their  virulent 
35, 36*'^"*' and  wanton  tongues  againft  hini ;  fo  as  to  verify 
Matt.xxvii.  |;hat  prcdiftion,  I  am  a  reproach  of  men^  and  defptfed 
Pfai.  xxii.  of  the  people  :  All  they  that  fee  me  laugh  me  to  fcorn ; 
^>  7, 8.      they  fhoot  out  the  lip^  they  fhake  the  head^  f^y^Z^  ^^ 
trufied  in  the  Lord^  let  him  deliver  him^  feeing  be  de- 
lighted in  him. 
Matt.  ix.        The  fame  perfons  who  formerly  had  admired  his 
53.  xxi.  9.  glorious  works,  who  had  been  ravifhed  with  his  ex- 
^"•*^*      cellent  difcourfes,  who  had  followed  and  favoured 
him  fo  earneftly,  who  had   blefled  and  magnified 
Lukciv.15.him,  (for  he^  faith  St.  Luke,  taught  in  the  fynagogueSy 
being  glorified  by  all^)  even  thole  very  perfons  did 
then  behold   him  with  pitilefs  contempt  and   de- 
^1.  xiii.  fpite.     In    correfpondence   to   that  prophecy,  they 
'  Luke  xxiii.  l^ok  and  flare  upon  mt^  £iVrfx£»  0  XolU  •^sa.jajk,  the  people 
35-  flood  gazing  en  him,  in  a  moft  fcornful  manner,  vent- 

ing contemptuous  and  Ipiteful  reproaches ;  as  wc 
fee  reported  in  the  EvangeHcal  ftor)\ 
Urb.  xii.  2.  Thus  did  our  blcflcd  Saviour  endure  the  crojs^  de- 
fpifing  the  Jhame.  Defpifing  the  flmme^  that  is,  not 
•fimply  difregardirtg  it,  or^(\vith  i  ftoical  haughtinefs, 
with  a  cynical  immodefty,  with  a  ftupid  carcleflhefs) 
flighting  it  as  no  evil  |  but  not  cfchewing  it,  or  not 
rating  it  for  fo  great  an  evil,  that  to  decHne  it  he 

would 
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would  neglcA  the  profecution  of  his  great  and  glo-  s  e  R  M. 
rious  defic^ns.  in. 

There  is  innate  to  man  an  averfation  and  abhor-  ^ 

rency  from  difgraceful  abufe,  no  lefs  ftrong  than  are 
the  like  antipathies  to  pain:  whence  crue/  mockings^^^^^^ 
and  fcourgings  arc  coupled  as  ingredients  of  the  fore^^' 
perlecutions   fuilaincd   by   God's  faithful   martyrs. 
And   generally  men  with  more  readinefs  will  em- 
br^e,  with  more  contented nefs  will  endure  the  cru- 
elty of  the  latter,  than  of  the  former ;  pain  not  fo 
fmartly  afFefting  the  lower  fenfe,  as  being  infolently 
contemned  doth  grate  upon  the  fancy,  and  wound 
even  the  mind  itfelf.     For,  the  wounds  of  infamy  ^/i^Prov.  xviu. 
(as  the  wife  man  tellcth  us)  go  dozvn  into  the  innermojl^'  *""  *^* 
parts  of  the  belly ^  reaching  the  very  heart,  and  touch- 
ing the  foul  to  the  quick. 

We  therefore  need  not  doubt,  but  that  our  Sa- 
viour as  a  man,  endowed  with  human  paffions,  was 
fenfible  of  this  natural  evil ;  and  that  fuch  indig- 
nities did  add  fomewhat  of  loathfomenefs  to  his  cup 
of  afflid:ion>   efpecially  confidering,  that  his  great 
charity  difpofed  him  to  grieve,  obferving  men  to  aft 
fo  indecently,  fo  unworthily,  fo  unjuftly  toward  him : 
yet  in  confideration  of  the  glory  that  would  thence 
accrue  to  God,  of  the  benefit  that  would  redound 
to  us,  of  \\it  joy  that  was  Jet  before  bim^  when  AfHcb.xii.2. 
fhouldfee  of  the  travail  of  his  fouh  and  befatisfiedy  he'^**^'"'  "' 
moft  willingly  did  accept,  and  moft  gladly  did  com- 
port with  it.     He  became  a  curfe  for  uSy  expdfed  tocai.  Hi.  13. 
malediftion  and  reviling;  he  endured  the  contradiSiion,^^^-^^^-^' 
or  obloquy^  of  finful  men:  he  was  defpifed^  rejeSledyiCsLAiVi, z. 
aud  difejjeemed  of  men  :  he  in  common  apprehenfion 
was  deferted  by  God,  according  to  that  of  the  pro- 
phet, We  did  ejleem  him  Jtrickenj  fmitten  of  God,  ^«^ift.  lUi.  4. 
ajfiiSied ;  himfelf  even  feeming  to  concur  in  that 
opinion.     So  was  he  made  a  curfe  for  uSy  that  we^  asGai.  iu.  13. 
the  Apoftle  teacheth,  might  be  redeemed  from  the  curfe 
ff  the  law  ;  that  is,  that- we  might  be  freed  from  the 
exemplary  puni&mcnt  due  to  our  tranfgreffions  of 

F  3  the 
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s  E  R  M.  the   law,  with    the   difpleafure   of  God   appearing 
III.     therein,  and  the  difgrace  before  the  world  attending 

— it.     He  chofe  thus  to  make  bimfelf  of  no  reputatioHy 

Phii,ii.  7.  vouchfafing  to  be  dealt  with  as  a  wretched  Have,  and 
a  wicked  mifcreant,  that  we  might  be  exempted, 
not  only  from  the  torment,  but  alfo  from  the  igno- 
miny which  we  had  merited  :  that  together  with 
our  life,  our  fafety,  our  liberty,  we  might  even  re- 
cover that  honour  which  we  had  forfeited  and  cm-r 
bezzled. 

But  left  any  fliould  be  tempted  not  fuffieiently  to 

value  thefe  fufFerances  of  our  Lord,  as  not  fo  rare, 

but  that  other  men  have  tafted  the  like  ;  left  any 

fhould  prefume  to  compare  them  with  affliAions  in- 

I        cident  to  other  perfons,  as  Celfus  did  compare  thein 

Ori|.  c.      with  thofe  of  Anaxarchus  and  Epidbetus ;   it  is  re- 

cc*.  vii.  p.  quifite  to  confider  fome  remarkable  particulars  about 

them. 

We  may  then  confider,  that  not  only  the  infinite 
dignity  of  his  perfon,  and  the  peifeft  innocency  of 
his  life,  did  enhance  the  price  of  his  fufferings ;  but 
fomc  endowments  peculiar  to  him,  and  fome  cir- 
cumftances  adhering  to  his  defign,  did  much  aug- 
ment their  force, 

He  was  not  only,  according  to  the  frame  and 
temper  of  human  nature,  fenfibly  touched  with  the 
pain,  the  (hame,  the  whole  combination  of  difafter$ 
apparently  waiting  on  his  paflion  j  as  God  (when  he 
did  infcrt  fenfe  and  paflion  into  our  nature,  ordering 
obje<5ls  to  aifedl  them,)  did  intend  we  (hould  be,  and 
as  other  men  in  like  circumftances  would  have  been; 
but  in  many  refpedts  beyond  that  ordinary  rate  :  fo 
that  no  man,  we  may  fuppofe,  could  have  felt  fuch 
grief  from  them  as  he  did,  no  man  ever  hath  been 
lenfible  of  any  thing  comparable  to  what  he  did  en- 
dure ;  that  paflage  being  truly  applicable  to  him, 
Urn.  i.  12.  Behold  and  fee  ^  if  there  be  any  forrow  like  to  my  forrow^ 
which  is  done  unto  me^  wherewith  the  Lord  hath  af- 
Jiicied  me  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger-,  as  that  un- 
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paralleled  Jwteting  out  grm  lump  of  blood  may  argue ;  s  e  r  m. 
and  as  the  terms  expreffiog  his  refentments  do  in-     i\i. 

timate.     For,  in  refpccSt  or  prefent  evils,  he  faid  of — -- 

himfelf,  My  foul  is  exceeding  forrozvful  to  death  ;  he  isLukcxxn. 
(aid  «Jiijutoj>?rk,  to  h  in  great  anguifh  and  anxiety,  to  be  Matt,  xxvi, 
in  an  agony  or  pang  of  forrow.   In  regard  to  mifchicfe  j^^^^... 
which  he  faw  coming  on,  hp  is  ftid  to  be  difiurbed  iniu  xii.27. 
fpirity  and  to  be  fme  amazed^  or  difn^ayed  at  thep. ^^^'^ **^- 
To  fuch  an  exceeding  height  did  the  fenfe  of  in- 
cumbent evils,  and  the  pro(pe<5t  ef  impendent  cala- 
mities, the  apprehenfion  of  hiis  c^fe,  together  with 
a   refleiflion  on  our  condition,   fcrew   up   his   af- 
fe(51:ions. 

And  no  wonder  tliat  fuch  a  burden,  even  the 
weight  of  all  the  fins  (the  numberlefs  moft  heinous 
fins  and  abominations)  that  ever  were  committed  by 
mankind,  by  appropriation  of  them  to  himfelf,  lying 
on  his  (houlders,  he  fliould  feel  it  heavy^  or  feem  to 
crouch  and  groan  under  it ;  that  in  the  myftical 
pialm,  applied  by  the  Apoftle  to  him,  he  Ihould  cryjj^.^,^  ^ 
out.  Innumerable  evils  have  compajfed  me  about ^  t^i?i^i'ii»lxi\z^ 
iniquities  have  taken  bold  upon  me^fo  that  I  am  mt  able 
to  look  up  :  They  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  my  heady 
and  my  heart  failetb  me.  The  fight  of  God's  indig- 
nation  fo  dreadfully  flaming  out  againft  fin,  might 
well  aftonifli  and  tprrUy  him  :  to  ftand,  as  it  wera, 
be£3re  the  mouth  of  hell  belching  fire  and  brimflonp 
in  his  face  ;  to  lie  down  in  the  hottefl  furnace  of 
divine  vengeance  ;  to  quench  with  his  own  heart- 
blood  the  wrath  of  he^vei),  gnd  the  infernal  fire,  (as 
he  did  in  regard  to  thofe  who  wil}  not  rekindle  theqa 
to  themfelves,)  might  w^U  in  the  he^rt  <)f  a  man 
beget  unconceivable  and  unexprefllibb  preflures  of 
aftlidlion.  When  fuch  a  father  (fo  infinitely  good 
and  kind  to  him«  whom  he  fo  dearly  and  perfeftly 
loved,)  did  hide  hi3  face  from  him,  did  frown  on 
him,  how  could  he  otherwife  than  be  mightily  trou- 
bled ?  Is  it  flrange  that  fo  hearty  a  love,  fo  tender 
g  pity,  contemplating  our   finfulnefs,  ai>d  experi- 

F  4  menting 
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«  E  R  M.mcntingour  wretchedncfs,  (hould be  deeply  touched? 
III.     To  fee,  I  fay,  fo  plainly,  to  feel  fo  thoroughly  the 

>■  horrible  blindnefs,  the  folly,  the  infidelity,  the  im- 

becillity,  the  ingpititude,  the  incorrigibility,  the 
ftrange  perverfen)ds,perfidioufnefs,  malice,  and  cruelty 
of  mankind  in  fo  many  inftances,  (in  ti>e  treafon  of 
Judas,  in  the  denial  ot  Peter,  in  the  defertion  of  all 
the  Apoftlcs,  in  the  fpite  and  rage  of  the  perfecutors, 
in  the  falfehood  of  the  witnejQTes,  in  the  abufes  of  the 
people,  in  the  compliance  of  Pilate,  in  a  general  con- 
fpiracy  of  friends  and  foes  to  fin,)  all  thefe  lurround- 
ing  him,  all  invading  him,  all  dil'charging  themfelves 
upon  him  ;  would  it  not  aftone  a  mind  fo  pure  ? 
Would  it  not  wound  a  heart  fo  tender  and  full  of 
charity  ? 

Surely,  any  of  thofe  perfons  who  fondly  do  pre- 
tend unto,  or  vainly  do  glory  in,  a  fuUen  apathy,  or 
a  ftubborn  contempt  of  the  evils  incident  to  our  na- 
ture  and  ftate,  would  in  fuch  a  cafe  have  been  ut- 
terly dejefted  :  the  mod  refolved  philofopher  would 
have  been  dafhed  into  confufion  at  the  fight,  would 
have  been  crufhed  into  defperation  under  the  fenfe 
of  thofe  evils  which  did  aflkult  him. 

With  the  greatnefs  of  the  caufes,  the  ^oodnefs  of 
his  conftitution  didconfpire  to  ilicreafe  his  fufferings. 
For  furely,  as  his  compkxion  was  moft  pure  and 
delicate,  his  fpirit  moft  vivid  and  apprehenfive,  his 
affeftions  moft  pliant  and  traftable  ;  fo  accordingly 
would  the  impreffions  upon  him  be  moft  ferifible, 
and  confequently  the  pains  which  he  felt  (in  body 
or  foul)  moft  afBidive. 

'  That  we  in  like  cafes  are  not  alike  moved,  that 
we  do  not  tremble  at  the  apprehenfions  of  God's 
difpleaiure,  that  we  are  not  affrighted  with  the.  fenfe 
of  our  fins,  that  we  do  not  with  fad  horror  refent 
our  danger  and  our  mifery,  doth  arife  from  that  wc 
have  vciy  glimmering  and  faint  conceptions  of  thofe 
matters ;  or  that  they  do  not  in  fo  clear  and  lively  a 
manner  ftrike  our  fancy;  (not  appearing  in  their 

true 
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true  nature  and  proper  (hape,  fo  heinous  and  fo  hi-  s  e  r  m. 
deous  as  they  really  are  in  themfelves  and  in  their  iii. 
confequences ;)  or  becaufe  we  have  but  weak  per- 
fuafions  about  them  9  or  bccaufe  we  do  but  flightljr 
coniider  them ;  or  from  that  our  hearts  are  very 
hard  and  callous,  our  affe<5tions  very  cold  and  duH, 
fo  that  nothing  of  this  nature  (nothing  befide  grofe 
material  affairs)  can  mollify  or  melt  them;  or  for 
that  we  have  in  us  fmall  love  to  God,  and  a  (lender 
regard  to  our  own  welfare  ;  in  fine,  for  that  in  fpi- 
ritual  matters  we  are  neither  fo  wife,  fo  fober,  {o 
ferious,  nor  fo  good  or  ingenuous,  in  any  reafpnablc 
meafure,  as  we  (hould  be.  But  our  Saviour  in  all 
thoie  refpedts  was  otherwife  difpofed.  He  moft  evi^^ 
dently  difcemed  the  wrath  of  God,  the  grievoufnefs 
of  fin,  the  wretchodnefs  of  man,  moft  truly,  moft 
fuHy,  moft  flrongly  reprefented  to  his  mind  :  he 
moft  firmly  believed,  3^a  moft  certainly  knew,  what- 
ever God's  law  had  declared  about  them  :  he  did 
cxadtly  coniider  and  weigh  them  :  his  heart  was 
moA  foft  and  fenfible,  his  affeftions  were  moft  quick 
and  excitable  by  their  due  objefts :  he  was  full  of 
dutiful  love  to  God,  and  moft  ardently  defirous  of 
our  good,  bearing  a  more  than  fraternal  good-will 
towards  us.  Whence  it  is  not  fo  marvellous  that  as 
a  man,  as  a  tranfccndently  wife  and  good  man,  he 
was  fo  vehemently  afie^ed  by  thofe  occurrences, 
that  his  imagination  was  fo  troubled,  and  his  paflions 
fo  ftirrcd  by  them  ;  fo  that  he  thence  did  fuffer  in  a 
manner  and  to  a  degree  unconceivable ;  according 
to  that  ejaculation  in  the  Greek  liturgies,  Aia  rSy 
dyiftifwv  tn  vaBniJidrw^  ixintrov  infAoi^y  XfjfJ,  By  thy  urt' 
kwown  ftifferingSy  O  Chrift^  have  mercy  on  us.  But 
further, 

iV.  We  may  confider,  that  this  way  of  fuffering 
bad  in  it  fome  particular  advantages,  conducing  to 
the  accompiifhment  of  our  Lord's  principal  defigns. 

Its  being  very  notorious,  and  lafting  a  competent 
time,  were  good  advantages.     For  if  he  had  been 

privately 
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5  E  R  ^  privately  made  away,  or  fuddenly  difpatched,  no 
.   ;jjj      fuch  great  notice  would  have  been  taken  of  it,  nor 

. would  the  matter  of  faft  have  been  fo  fully  proved, 

to  the  confirmation  of  our  faith,  and  conviftion  of 
infidelity ;  nor  had  that  his  excellent  deportment 
•tinder  fuch  bitter  affli<5tion  (his  moft  divine  patience, 
meeknefs,  and  charity,)  fo  illuftrioufly  (hone  forth. 
Wherefore  to  prevent  all  exceptions,  and  excufes  of 
unbelief,  (together  with  other  collateral  good  pur- 
pofes)  divine  Providence  did  fo  manage  the  bufinefs, 
tlKit  as  the  courfe  erf"  his  life,  fo  alfo  the  manner  of 
his  death,  (hould  be  moft  confpicuoufly  remarkable. 
5ohn xviii,  ^  fp^ke  freely  to  the  worlds  and  in  feaet  have  I  dofie 
s-o.  nothing y  fai<J  he  of  himfelf ;  and,  Thefe  things  (faid 

A^xxm,  ^^   p^^j  ^^  j^j^g  Agrippa)  were  not  d^tie  in  a  comer. 
Suth  were  the  proceedings  of  his  life,  not  clofe  or 
claircular,  but  frank  and  open,  not  prefently  huflied 
up,  but  leifurely  carried  on  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
thtit  men  might  have  the  advantage  to  obferve  and 
examine  them.     And  as  he  lived,  fo  he  died,  moft 
publickly  and  vifibly  ;  the  world  being  witnefs  of  his 
death,  and  fo  prepared  to  believe  his  refurre<5tion, 
and  thence  difpofed  to. embrace  his  doftrine  ;  ac- 
john  xii,    wording  to  what  he  did  foretel,  /  being  lifted  up  from 
32.       '    the  earthy  fhall  draw  all  men  to  me  :  for  he  drew  all 
^lll^  "*     nien  by  fo  obvious  a  death  to  take  notice  pf  it,  he 
drew  all  well-difpofed  pcrfons  from  the  wondrous 
confequences  of  it  to  believe  on  him.    And,  As^  faid 
johniii.14.^^  again,  Mofes  did  exalt  the  ferpent  in  the  wildernefij 
Iren.  iv.  5. 7^  ^^^ift  ^hc  Son  of  man  be  exalted.    As  the  elevation  of 
that  myfterious  ferpent  did  render  it  vifible,  and  did 
attrad  the  eyes  of  people  toward  it^  whereby,  God's 
power  invifibly  accompanying  that  f^cran^ental  per- 
formance,    they    were   cured   of    thole  mortiferous 
flings  which  they  had  received  :  fo  our  Lord,  being 
mounted  on  the  crofs,  allured  the  eyes  of  men  to 
behold  him,  and   their  hearts  to  clofe  with  him ; 
whereby,  the  heavenly  virtue  of  God's  Spirit  co-ope- 
rating, they  became  f^ved  from  thofe  dcftrudive  fins, 
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which  from  the  Devil's  ferpeatine  inftigations  they  s  e  r  m. 
had  incurred.  iii. 

Another  advantage  of  this  kind  of  fufFering  was,  » 
that  by  it  the  nature  of  that  kingdom,  which  he  did 
intend  to  ereft,  was  evidently  fignified  :  that  it  was 
not  fuch  as  the  carnal  people  did  expeft,  an  ex-  • 
ternal,  earthly,  temporal  kingdom,  confifting  in  do- 
mination over  the  bodies  and  eftates  of  men,  <lig- 
nified  by  outward  wealth  and  fplendor,  nianaged  by 
worldly  power  and  policv,  promoted  by  forcible 
compulfion  and  terror  or  arms,  affording  the  ad- 
vantages of  fafety,  quiet,  and  profperity  here ;  but  a 
kingdom  purely  fpiritual,  celeftial,  eternal;  confift- 
ing m  the  governance  of  men's  hearts  and  minds ; 
adorned  with  endowments  of  wifdom  and  virtue  ; 
adminiftered  by  the  conduft  and  grace  of  God's 
holy  Spirit ;  upheld  and  propagated  by  meek  in- 
flruftion,  by  virtuous  example,  by  hearty  devotion, 
and  humble  patience  ;  rewarding  its  loyal  fubjed^s 
with  fpiritual  joys  and  confolations  now,  with  hea- 
venly reft  and  blifs  hereafter.  No  other  kingdom 
could  he  prefume  to  defign,  who  fubmitted  to  this 
dolorous  and  difgraceful  way  of  fufFering  ;  no  other 
exploits  could  he  pretend  to  atchieve  by  expiring  on 
a  crofs  ;  no  other  way  could  he  rule,  who  gave  him- 
felf  to  be  managed  by  the  will  of  his  adverlaries ;  no 
other  benefits  would  this  forlorn  cafe  allow  him  to 
difpcnfe.  So  that  well  might  he  then  aflfert,  ik^Johnxrui. 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world -^  when  he  was  going  in^^' 
this  iignal  way  to  demonftrate  that  important  truth. 

It  was  alfo  a  moft  convenient  touchftonc  to  prove  Luke  ii.  35. 
the  genuine  difpofition  and  worth  of  men  ;  fo  as  to 
difcriminate  thofe  wife,  fober,  ingenuous,  fincere, 
gefaerous  fouls,  who  could  difcern  true  goodnefs 
through  fo  dark  a  cloqd,  who  could  love  it  though 
fo  ill-fa vouredly  disfigured,  who  could  embrace  and 
avow  it  notwithftanding  fo  terrible  difad vantages;  it 
ii^rvedi  J  fay,  to  diftii^guill^  thofe  hlejed  ones,  who 
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s  E  R  vi,  would  not  be  offended  in  bim^  or  by  the  /caudal  of  the 
III.     crofs  be  difcouraged  from  adhering  to  him,  from  the 
>  crew  of  blind,  vain,  perverfe,  haughty  people,  who. 

Matt.  xi.  6.'bejng  fcandalized  at  his  adverfity,  would  contemn 
I  Pet.  ii.  -7,  and  rejeft  him. 

1  Cor  i  2*  Another  confiderable  advant^e  was  this,  that  by 
chryf.tom.it  God*s  fpccial  providcncc  was  difcovercd,  and  his 
vKOfat.6i.gJQpy  illuftrated  in  the  propagation  of  the  Gofpel. 

For  how  could  it  be,  that  a  perfon  of  fo  low  pa- 
rentage, of  fo  mean  garb,  of  fo  poor  condition,  who 
underwent  fo  lamentable  and  defpicable  a  kind  of 
death,  falling  under  the  pride  and  fpite  of  his  ene- 
mies, fo  eafily  fhould  gain  fo  general  an  opinion  in 
the  world  (even  among  the  beft,  the  wifeft,  the 
X  Cor.  ii.  s.greateft  pcrfons,)  of  being  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory  f 
4»m,  u.  I.  Y\ov^y  I  fay,  could  it  happen,  that  fuch  a  miracle 
could  be  effefted  without  God's  aid  and  fpecial  con-r 
currence  ?  That  king  Herod,  who  from  a  long  reign 
in  flourilhing  ftate,  with  profperous  fuccefs  in  his 
enterprifes,  did  attain  the  name  of  great ;  or  that 
Vefpafian,  who  triumphantly  did  afcend  the  imperial 
throne,  (hould  either  of  them,  by  a  few  admirers  of 
worldly  vanity,  ferioufly  be  held,  or  in  flattery  be 
called  the  Meflias,  is  not  fo  ftrange  :  but  that  one 
who  was  trampled  on  fo  miferably,  and  treated  as  a 
wretched  caitiff,  (hould  inftantly  conquer  innumer^ 
able  heartSj  and,  from  fuch  a  depth  of  extreme  ad- 
verfity; (hould  be  advanced  to  the  fublimeft  pitch  of 
pfai.  cxviii. glory  ;  that  tbejione  which  the  builders  with  fo  much 
**' *^'  fcorn  did  refufe^  lliould  become  the  head  ftone  of  th^ 
corner ;  this  (with  good  alTurance  we  may  fay)  was 
the  Lord's  doings  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes. 

2  Cor.  iv.  7.     Hereby  indeed  the  excellency  of  divine  power  and 
iCor.i.27.wifdom  was  much  glorified;  by  fo  impotent,  fo  im-. 

probable,  fo  implaufible  means  accomplishing  fo 
great  efFeds ;  fubduing  the  world  to  obedience  of 
God,  not  by  the  aftive  valour  of  an  illuftrious  hero, 
but  through  the  patient  fubmiffion  of  a  poor^^  abufed, 
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and  opprefled  perfon  ;  reftoring  mankind  to  life  and  s  £  r  m. 
happinefs   by   the  forrowful  death   of  a  crucified     iii. 
Saviour.  . 

V.  Laftly,  thfe  cohfideratibn  of  our  '^Lord's  fuffer- 
ing  in  this  manne'r  is  very  ufcful  in  appUcation  te 
our  pradtice :  no  point  is  more  fruitful  of  wholfcfpme  » 
inftrudion,  none  is  more  forcible  to  kindle  devout 
afFedlions,  none  can  afford  more  efficacious  induce- 
ments and  incentives  to  a  pious  life.  For  what  virtue 
will  not  a  ferious  meditation  on  the  crofs  be  apt  to 
breed  and  to  cherifh?  To  what  duty  will  it  not 
engage  and  excite  us  ? 

I.  Are  we  not  hence  infinitely  obliged  with 
moft  humble  afFeftion  and  hearty  gratitude  to  adore 
each  perfon  of  the  bleffed  Trinity  ? 

That  God  the  Father  (hould  defign  ftifch  a  re- 
demption for  us  ;  not  fpdrin^  his  ozvn  Son^  [the  Son  o/"R«>w.  via, 
his  lovey  dear  to  him  as  hitnfelf,)  but  delivering  him  upl^^  j.  ,j, 
for  usy  to  be  thus  dealt  with  for  our  fake  :  that  God 
would  endure  to  fee  his  Son  in  fo  pitiful  a  condition, 
to  hear  hiiti  groaning  under  fo  grievous  preffiires,  to 
let  him  be  fo  horribly  abufed ;  and  that  for  us,  who 
deferved  nothing  from  him,  who  had  demerited  fo 
much  againft  him  ;  for  us,  who  were  no  friends  to 
him,  (for  even  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  recon-viom.v.itx, 
died  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son  j)  who  were  not 
any  ways  commendable  for  goodnefs  or  righteouf- 
nefs  :   (for  Chrift  did  fuffer  for  Jinnas,  the  juft  for  /A^iPw.m. 
unjujl ;  and  God  commended  his  love  to  us,  that  whiU\iom.  v.  s, 
we  were  JinfuL,  Chrifi  died  for  us\)  that  God  thus»Cor.v.i9. 
fliould  loive  us,  fending  his  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  for  i  ^i2\vl 
our  fins,  in  fo  difmal  a  way  of  fufFering,  how  ftupen-^*^- 
dous  is  that  jgoodnefs  !   How  vaft  an  obligation  doth 
it  lay  upon  us  to  reciprocal  affedlion  !    If  we  do  owe 
all  to  God,  as  our  maker,  from  whofe  undeferved 
bounty  we  did  receive  all  that  we  have  ;  how  much 
farther  do  we  ftand  indebted  to  him  as  the  author  of 
our  redemption,  from  whofe  ill-deferved  mercy  we 
receive  a  new  being,  and  better  Hate  ;  and  that  in  a 
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stK  M.  way  fat  more  obliging  !  For  God  created  us  with  X 
HI.     word,  without  more  coft  or  trouble  ;  but  to  fedeem 
*  us,  flood  him  in  hu^e  expences  and  pains  ;  no  left 

than  the  debating  his  only  Son  to  our  frailty,  the 
expofing  him  to  more  than  our  mifery,  the  with- 
drawing his  face  and  reflraining  his  bowels  from  his 
beft  beloved.  If  a  Jew  then  were  commanded  by 
law,  if  a  Gentile  were  obliged  by  nature,  to  love  God 
with  all  his  heart  and  with  all  bis  foul -y  what  afFedtion 
doth  a  Chriftian,  under  the  law  and  duty  of  grace, 
owe  unto  him  ?  By  what  computation  can  we  reckon 
that  debt  ?  What  faculties  have  we  fufficient  to  dif- 
charge  it  ?  What  finite  heart  can  hold  an  affedtion 
commenfurate  to  fuch  an  obligation  ? 

And  how  can  it  otherwife  than  inflame  our  heart 
with  love  toward  the  bleffed  Son  of  God,  our  Sa- 
Br>h.iii.  19.  viour,  to  confider  that,  merely  out  of  charitable  pity 
Ca?.  iifio.  toward  us,  he  purpofely  came  down  from  heaven, 
^poc.  i.  5.  and  took  our  flefli  upon  him,  that  he  might  therein 
^o  nxv.    yj^jgj^Q  thofe  extreme  acerbities  of  pain,  and  thofc 
i^ikix^f    moft  ugly  indignities  of  ftiame  for  us  ?  Greater  love 
*^        (faid  he)  hath  no  man  than  this^  that  a  man  lay  down 
his  life  for  hisfrietids.  But  that  God  fhould  lay  down 
his  life,  fliould  pour  forth  his  blood,  fhould  be  af- 
perfed  with    the   worft   crimes,   and   clothed   with 
fouleft  (hame,  ftiould  be  executed  on  a  crofs  as  a 
malefadlor  and  a  (lave,  for  his  enemies  and  rebellious 
traitors,  what  imagination  can  devife  any  expreflion 
of  charity  or  friendfliip  comparable  to  this  ?  Where- 
fore if  love  naturally  be  produdive  of  love,  if  friend- 
fliip juftly  meriteth  a  correfpondence  in  good-will, 
what  efFed:  fliould  the  confideration  of  fo  mefFable  a 
love,  of  fo  unparalleled  friendfliip,  have  upon  us  ? 

How  can  any  ferious  refleftion  on  this  event  fail 
to  work  hearty  gratitude  in  us  toward  our  good 
Lord  ?  For  put  cafe  any  perfon  for  our  fake  (that 
he  might  refcue  us  from  the  greateft  mifchiefs,  and 
purchafe  for  us  the  higheft  benefits,)  willingly  fliould 
deprive  himfelf  of  all  his  eftate,  (and  that  a  very 
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large  one)  of  his  honour^  (and  that  a  verj^  high  onejs  E  R  M* 
of  his  eafe  and  pleafure,  (and  thofe  the  moft  perfedt     iii. 
and  affured  that  could  be ;)  that  he  fhould  expofc  ■ 

himfelf  to  the  greatcft  hazards,  fhould  endure  the 
foreft  pains,  and  moft  difgraceful  ignominies;  fliould 
proftitute  his  life,  and  in  moft  hideous  manner  lofe 
it,  merely  for  our  fake  :  fhould  we  not  then  appre- 
hend and  confefs  ourfelves  monftroufly  ingrateful,  if 
we  did  not  moft  deeply  refent  fuch  kindnels;  if  upon 
all  occafions  we  did  not  exprefs  our  thankfulnefs  for 
it ;  if  we  did  not  ever  readily  yield  all  the  acknow- 
ledgement and  all  the  requital  we  were  able  ?  The 
cafe  in  regard  to  our  blefled  Saviour  is  like  in  kind  ; 
but  in  degree,  whatever  we  can  fuppofe  doth  infi- 
nitely fall  below' the  performances  of  him  for  us,  who 
ftooped  from  the  top  of  heaven,  who  laid  afide  the 
majcfty  and  the  felicity  of  God,  for  the  infamies  and 
the  dolours  of  a  crofs,  that  he  might  redeem  us 
from  the  torments  of  hell,  and  inftate  us  in  the  joys 
of  paradife.  So  that  our  obligations  of  gratitude  to 
him  are  unexpreffibly  great ;  and  we  cannot  with 
any  face  deny  ourlelves  to  be  moft  bafely  un- 
worthy, if  the  efFefts  in  our  heart  and  life  be  not 
anfwerable. 

Nor  fhould  we  forget,  that  alfo  upon  this  account 
we  do  owe  gr^at  love  and  thanks  to  God  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  who,  as  he  did  originally  confpire  in  the  won- 
derful projeft  of  our  redemption,  as  he  did  execu- 
tively by  miraculous  operation  condud;  our  Saviour  John  iU.  34^ 
into  his  flefhly  tabernacle,  as  he  did  by  unmcafu- 
rable  communications  of  divine  virtue  affift  his  hu- 
manity through  all  the  courfe  of  his  life  ;  fo  in  this 
juncture  he  did  infpire  him  with  charity  more  than 
human,  and  did  fupport  him  to  undergo  thofe  pref- 
fures  with  invincible  patience ;  and  fo  did  fandiify 
all  thb  facerdotal  performance,  that  our  Lord,  as  the 
Apoftle  doth  affirm,  did  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offer  iicb.  \x.  14, 
hmfelf  without  f pot  to  God. 

'    a.  What  furer  ground  can  there  be  of  faith  in 

God, 
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5  B  R  M,  God,  what  ftrongcr  encouragement  of  hope,  than  is 
III.     fu^efted  by  this  confideration  ?  For  if  God  fted- 

-= faftly  did  hold  his  purpofe,  and  faithfully  did  accom- 

^P^j.*-.*°-pliQi  his  word  in  an  inftancc  fodiftaftefiil  to  his  own 

Luke  i.' 70.  heart  and  bowels;    how  can  we   ever  fufpeft  his 

conftancy  and  fidelity  in  any  cafe  ?  How  can  we 

diftruft  the  completion  of  any  divine  promife  ? 

Rom.  viii.       jj  God /pared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up 

for  uSj  to  the  fufFering  of  fo  contumelious  affliftion, 

how  can  we  any  ways  be  diffident  of  his  bounty,  or 

defpair  of  his  mercy  ?  how  (as  the  Apoftle  doth  argue) 

Jbail  be  not  alfo  with  him  freely  give  us  all  things  f 

If  ever  we  be  tempted  to  doubt  of  God's  goodnels, 
will  not  this  experiment  thereof  convince  and  fatisfy 
us  ?  For  what  higher  kindnefs  could  God  cxprefs, 
what  lower  condefcenfion  could  he  vouchfafe,  by 
what  pledge  could  he  more  clearly  or  furely  teftify 
his  willingnefs  and  his  delight  to  do  us  good,  than 
by  thus  ordering  his  deareft  Son  to  undergo  fuch 
miferies  for  us  ? 
Qnis  ^f^  fc     If  the  greatnefs  of  our  fins  difcourageth  us  from 
i)Jo%"'    entertaining  comfortable  hopes  of  mercy,  will  it  not 
tarn  humi.  rear  our  hearts,  to  confider  that  fuch  a  punifliment 
I'uitFilius  hath  been  infllfted  to  expiate  them,  which  might 
?/!/'  ^,^^- content  the  mofl:  rigorous  feveritys  that  fuch  a  price 
r.  lit     'is  laid  down  to  redeem  us  from  the  curfe,  which  richly 
E*hcf''v'i*"^^y  fuffice  to  difcharge  it;  that  luch  a  facrifice 
iPti/i.  li^'.hath  been  offered,  which  God  hath  avowed  for  mod 
available,  and  acceptable  to  himfelf  ?  So  that  now 
what  can  juftice  exaft  more  from  us  ?  What  have 
we  farther  to  do,  than  with  a  penitent  and  thankful 
Rom.  viii.  heart  to  embrace  the  mercy  purchafed  for  us  ?  IVho 
J  Pet.  ii.  24. /J  he  that  condemneth,  feeing  Chnfl  hath  dieil,  and  hath 
his  ownfelf  borne  our  fim  in  bis  ozvn  body  on  the  tree  ? 
Whatever  the  wounds  of  our  confcience  be,  is  not 
the  blood  of  the  crof,  tempered  with  our  hearty  re- 
pentance, and  applied  b}*^  a  lively  fiuth,  a  fovereign 
baliam,  of  virtue  fufficient  to  cure  them  ?  And  may 
iP«t.u.i4.we  not  by  tns  fbripes  be  healed^  Have  wc  nat  abun- 
dant 
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dant  reafon,  with  the  holy  Apoftle,  to  joy  in  God  s  e  R  m. 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  -^  by  whom  we  have  re^     iii. 
ceived  the  atonemetU  ?    Is  it  not  to  depreciate  the  i 

worth,  to  difparage  the  efficacy  of  our  Lord's  paffion,  ^^"*-  ^'  **• 
any  ways  to  defpair  of  mercy,  or  to  be  difconfolate 
for  guilt ;  as  if  the  crofs  were  not  enough  worthy  to 
compenfate  for  our  unworthinefs,  or  our  Saviour's 
patience  could  not  balance  our  dilbbedience  ? 

3.  It  indeed  may  yield  great  joy  and  fprightly 
con(blation  to  us,  to  contemplate  our  Lord  upon 
the  crofs,  exercifing  his  immenfe  charity  toward  us, 
tranlafting  all  the  work  of  our  redemption,  defeating 
all  the  enemies  and  evacuating  all  the  obftacles  of 
our  falvation. 

May  we  not  deledtably  confider  him  as  there  Extcndit 
ftretching  forth  his  arms  of  kindnefs,  with  them  to  3^^;?"!, 
embrace   the  world,  and  to   receive  all  mankind  &c.  ua, 
under  the  wings  of  his  proteftion  ?  as  there  fpread-  Ifi.^uv.  2. 
ing  out  his  hands,  with  them  earneftly  inviting  and 
intreating  us  to  accept  the  overtures  of  grace,  pro- 
cured by  him  for  us  ? 

Is  it  not  fweet  and  fatisfaftory,  to  view  our  great  Lev.  ix.  xi. 
High  Prieft  on  that  high  altar  offering  up  his  own  ToS[f*or. 
pure  flefli,  and  pouring  out  his  precious  blood,  as  an  81. 
univerfal  complete  (acrifice,  propitiatory  for  the  fins  ^°^  ^'^^  '* 
of  mankind  ? 

Is  it  not  a  goodly  objeft  to  behold  humility  and 
patience  fo  gloriouily  rearing  thenifelves  above  all 
worldly,  all  infernal  pride  and  mfolence  ;  by  the  crofs 
afccnding  unto  the  celeftial  throne  of  dignity  and 
majefty  Superlative  ? 

Is  it  not  plealant  to  contemplate  our  Lord  there 
Handing  ereft,  not  only  as  a  refolute  fufferer,  but  as 
a  noble  conqueror,  where  having  fpoiled  principaliiies  coi.  ii.  15. 
dni  powers^  he  made  a  Jolemn  fljew  triumphing  over 
them  ?  Did  ever  any  conqueror,  loftily  feated  in  his 
triumphal  chariot,  yield  a  fpeftacle  fo  gallant  and 
magnificent  ?  Was  ever  tree  adorned  with  trophies 
ify  pompous  and  fplendid  ? 

VOL.  II.  a  To 
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s  E  R  M-.     To  the  exterior  view  and  carnil  fenfc  of  men,  our 
III.     Lord  was  then  indeed  expofed  to  fcorn  and  Ihapie  ; 
-"  ■-  ■"   but  to  fpiritual  and  fincere  difcerning,  all  his  and 
our  enemies  did  there  hang  up  as  objedls  of  con- 
tempt, utterly  overthrown  and  undone. 
'oiTxvp%       There  the  Devil,  that /r^w^  and  fturdy  me^  did 
'29?"*  ^"'   hang  up  bound  in  chains^  difarmcd  and  rifled,  quite 
j/ake  xi.     baffled  and  confounded^  mankind  being  refcued  from 
Heb!  u*.  14.  his  tyrannick  powef. 

There  the  world,  with  its  Vain  pomps,  its  counter- 
feit beauties,  its  bewitching  plealures,  its  fondly  ad- 
mired excellencies,  did  hano^  up  all  defaced  and  dif- 
Gai.  vi.  i4.paraged  ;  as  it  appeared  to  St.  Paul :  for,  God  (faith 
\it)  forbid  that  I Jhoiild  glory^  fave  in  the  crofs  of  thrifts 
by  which  the  zvorld  is  crucified  to  mCj  and  I  unto  the 
world. 

There,  in  a  wioft  lively  reprefentation,  and  mod 
Gui.ik  io.  admirable  patterA,  was  exhibited  the  mortification  of 
CoUii.  5.  our  fief hy  with  its  affeElions  and  htfis  ;  and  our  old  man 
Rom.  viii.  was  crucified^  that  the  body  of  fin  might  be  deflroyed. 
Jpet.ii.24.  There  our  fins,  being  (as  St-  Peter  telleth  us) 
carried  up  by  him  unto  the  gibbet j  did  hang  as  marks 
Rom.  viii.  of  his  vidorious  provvefs,  as  malefaftors  by  him  con* 
demned  in  the  fiefl)^  as  objeifls  of  our  horror  and  ha- 
tred. 

I  Cor.  XV.  There  death  itfelf  hung  gafping,  with  its  fling 
z^Tim'.i.  pulled  out,  and  all  its  terrors  quelled;  his  death 
lo-  ..  having  prevented  ours,  and  induced  immortality. 
Eph.ii.  15*  There  all  wrath,  enmity ^  ftrife,  (the  banes  of  com* 
ckj  •  "  f^*"^^^^^  ^^f^)  ^^d  hang  aholifhed  in  his  fie/hy  and  Jlain 
upon  the  crofs  y  by  the  blood  whereof  he  made  peace y  and 
i'econciled  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth. 

There  manifold  yokes  of  bondage,  inftruments  of 
c<4.  iJ.  14.  vexation,  and   principles  of  varkmce,  even   all  the 
hand-writing  of  ordinances  that  zvas  againfi  uSy  did  hang 
up  cancelled  and  nailed  to  the  crofs. 

So  much  fweet  comfort  by  Ipecial  confiderationi 
may  be  extracted  from  this  event,  which  in  appear- 
ance was  mod  doleful,  but  in  effect  the  mofl  happy 
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that  ever  by  providence  was  difpenfed  to  the  world,  s  e  r  m. 
Farther,  iii. 

4.  This  confideration  is  moft  ufeful  to  render  us  ■ 

very  humble  and  fenfiblc  of  our  weakncfs,  our  vile* 
nefs,  our  vvretchednefs.  Fof  how  low  was  that  our 
fall,  from  which  we  could  not  be  raifed  without  fuch 
a  depreffion  of  God's  only  Son  ?  How  great  is  that 
impotency,  which  did  need  fuch  a  fuccour  to  relieve 
it  ?  How  abominable  muft  be  that  iniquity,  which 
might  not  be  expiated  without  fo  coftly  a  facrifice  ? 
How  deplorable  is  that  mifery,  which  could  not  be 
removetl  without  commutation  of  fo  ftranore  a  fuffer- 


't5^ 


ing-  ?  Would  the  Son  of  God  have  fo  emptied  and  *tavriy  ;*!- 
abafcd  himfelf  for  nothing  ?  Would  he  have  endured  *^;^;  ^^^^• 
fuch  pains  and  ignominies  for  a  trifle  ?  No  furely  j 
if  our  guilt   had  been  flight,  if  our  cafe  had  been 
tolerable,  the  divine  wifdom  would  haw  chofea  a 
more  cheap  and  eafy  remedy  for  us. 

Is  it  not  madnefs  fpr  us  to  be  conceited  of  any 
worth  in  ourfelves,  to  confide  in  any  merit  of  our 
works,  to  glory  in  any  thing  belonging  to  us,  to 
fancy  ourfelves  brave,  fine,  happy  perfons^  worthy 
of  great  refpeft  and  cfteem  \  when  as  our  unworthi- 
nefe,  our  demerit,  our  forlorn  efl:ate  did  extort  from 
the  mofl:  gracious  God  a  difplcafure  needing  fuch  a 
reconciliation,  did  impofe  upon  the  mofl:  glorious 
Son  of  God  a  neceflity  to  undergo  fuch  a  punilh- 
ment  in  our  behalf? 

How  can  we  reafonably  pretend  to  any  honour,  or 
juftly  alfume  any  regard  to  ourfelves,  when  as  the 
iirft;-born  of  heaven,  //-^^  Lord  of  9jory^  partaker  ofiCor.  ii.s, 
divine  majefty,  was  fain  to  make  himfelf  of  no  reputa-  ^'^'*-  "•  7» 
tioHy  to  put  himfelf  into  the  garb  of  a  fervanty  and 
under  the  imputation  of  a  malcfador*  to  bear  fuch 
difgrace  and  infamy  in  our  room,  in  lieu  of  the  con- 
fufion  due  to  us  ? 

What  more  palpable  confutation  can  there  be  of 
iuman  vanity  and  arrogance,  of  all  lofty  imagina-  ^  cor.  x.  5. 
tions^  all  prefumptuous  confidences,  all  turgid  hu- 
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s  E  R  M.  monrs,  all  fond  felf-pleafings  and  felf-admirings,  than 
iiii     is  that  tragical  crols,  wherein,  as  in  a  glafs,  our  foul 

— ——  deformity,  our  pitiful  mcannefs,  our  helplefs  infir- 
mity, our  fad  woefulnefs"  are  fo  plainly  reprefented  ? 

Well  furely  may  we  fay  with  St.  Auftin,  Let  man 
now  at  length  hlujh  to  be  proudyfor  whom  God  is  tnade 
fo  humble.  [And  fince  (as  de  doth  add)  this  great 
difeafe  of  foul  did  bring  down  the  Almighty  Phyficianfrom 
beavefij  did  humble  him  to  the  form  of  a  fervanty  did 
fnbjell  him  to  contumelies ^  did  fufpend  him  on  a  crofs^ 
that  this  tumour  by  virtue  of  fo  great  a  medicine  might 
be  cured ;]  may  not  he  well  be  prefumed  incurable, 
who  is  not  cured  of  his  pride  by  this  medicine  \  in 
whom  neither  the  reafon  of  the  cafe,  nor  the  force 
of  fych  an  example  can  work  humility  ^  ? 

5.  But  farther,  while  this  contemplation  doth 
breed  fober  humility,  it  alfo  (hould  preferve  us  from 
bafe  abjednefs  of  mind  ;  for  it  doth  evidently  de- 
monftrate,  that,  according  to  God's  infalKble  judg- 
ment, we  are  very  confiderable ;  that  our  fouls  arc 
capable  of  high  regard  i  that  it  is  a  great  pity  we 
Ihould  be  loft  and  abandoned  to  ruin.  For  furely, 
bad  not  God  much  efteemcd  and  refoefted  us,  he 
would  not  for  our  fakes  have  fo  debated  himfelf,  or 
deigned  to  endure  fo  much  for  our  recovery  ;  divine 
juftice  would  not  have  exafted  or  accepted  fuch  a 
ranfom  for  our  fouls,  had  they  been  of  little  worth. 
We  (hould  not  therefore  (light  ourfelves,  nor  demean 
ourfelves  like  forry  contemptible  wretches,  as  if  we 
deferved  n6  confideration,  no  pity  from  ourfelves; 

A6bxiii.    as  if  we  thought  our  fouls  not  worth  faving,  which 

*  '  yet  our  Lord  thought  good  to  purchafe  at  fo  dear 

**  Jam  tandem  crubcfcat  homo  e(l«  fiiperbus,  propter  qucm 
faflus  eft  humllis  Dens.    Aug,  in  Pf,  xviii. 

Ifte  ingens  morbus  omnipotentem  medicum  de  coelo  deduxit, 
ufque  ad  formam  fervi  humiliavit,  contumeliis  egit,  ligno  fulpen* 
dit»  ut  per  falutem  tantae  medicinae  curetur  hic  tumor.     Ibid. 

Quae  lupcrbia  fanari  poteft^  (i  humilitate  Filii  Dei  non  fans- 
tur  ?  Aug,  dc  Agom  Cbr.  cap.  xi. 

a  rate. 
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» 

a  rate  ^.     By  fo  defpifing  or  difregarding  ourfelves^s  E  r  m- 
do  wc  not  condemn  the  lentiments,  do  we  not  vilify     in, 
the  fufferings  of  our  Lord  ;  fo  with  a  pitiful  mean-  ' 

nefs  of  fpirit  joining  the  moft  unworthy  injuftice 
and  ingratitude  ?  Again, 

6.  How  can  we  rcfleft  upon  this  event  without 
extreme  difpleafure  againft  and  hearty  deteftation 
of  our  fins  ?  thofe  fins  which  indeed  did  bring  fuch 
tortures  and  fuch  difgraces  upon  our  bleffed  Re- 
deemer ?  Judas,  the  wretch  who  betrayed  him ;  the 
Jcwifli  priefts  who  did  accufe  and  profecute  him ; 
the  wicked  rout  which  did  abufively  inlult  over 
him  i  thofe  cruel  hands  that  fmote  him  j  thofe  pitilefs 
hearts  that  fcorned  him ;  thofe  poifonous  tongues 
that  mocked  him  and  reviled  him;  all  thofe  who 
were  the  inftruments  and  abettors  of  his  afflidion, 
how  do  we  loath  and  abhor  them  !  How  do  wc  de- 
tcft  their  names,  and  execrate  their  memories !  But 
how  much  greater  reafon  have  we  to  abominate  our 
fins,  which  were  the  true,  the  principal  adtors  of  all 
that  woeful  tragedy !  He  was  delivered  for  our  offences :  Rom.  iv. 
they  were  indeed  the  traitors,  which  by  the  hands  of  ^^" 
Judas  delivered  him  up.  He  that  knew  no  fm^  was  2  cor.  v. 
made  fin  for  uSy  that  is,  was  accufed,  was  condemned,  *'• 
was  executed  as  a  finner  for  us.  It  was  therefore 
we,  who  by  our  fins  did  impeach  him ;  the  fpiteful 
priefts  were  but  our  advocates  :  we  by  them  did  ad- 
judge and  fentence  him ;  Pilate  was  but  drawn  in 
againft  his  will  and  confciencc,  to  be  our  fpokefman 
in  that  behalf :  we  by  them  did  inflicl  that  horrid 
puniftiment  on  him  ;  the  Roman  executioners  were 
but  our  reprefcntatives  therein.  He  became  a  citrfe  Gal.  in.  n, 
for  US ;  that  is,  all  the  mockery,  derifion,  and  con- 
tumely he  endured,  did  proceed  from  us  s  the  filly 

*  Aut  vero  pro  minimo  habct  Deus  hominem,  propter  quCm 
morivoluit  Filium  fuum  ?  Aug,  in  Pfal.  cxlviii. 

Si  vot)is  ex  tcnrcna  fifagilitate  vilca  ellis,  ex  prctio  veilro  vos 
«fiimau.  Aug. 
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s  E  R*M.  people  were  but  properties  adling  our  parts.  Our 
III.     fins  were  they  that  cried  out,  Crucifige^  (Cmcify  hiniy 

■  crucify  him^)  with  clamours  more  loud  and  more  im- 

portunate than  did  all  the  Jevvifli  rabble  :  it  was 
they,  which  by  the  borrowed  throats  of  that  bafc 

Ifa.  liii.  5.  people  did  fo  outrageoufly  perfecute  him.  He  was 
wounded  for  our  tranfgrejfionSy  and  bruifed  for  our  ini- 
quities:  it  was  they,  which  by  the  hands  of  the  fierce 
loldiers,  and  of  the  rude  populace,  as  by  fenfelefs 
engines,  did  buffet  and  fcourge  him;  they  by  the 
nails  and  thorns  did  pierce  his  flefh,  and  rend  his 
facred  body.  Upon  them  therefore  it  is  moll  juft 
and  fit  that  we  ftiould  turn  our  hatred,  that  we 
fliould  difcharge  our  indignation, 

7.  And  what  in  reafon  can  be  more  powerful  tO'- 
ward  working  penitential  forrow  and  remorfe,  tlian 
refleftion  upon  fuch  horrible  effefts,  proceeding  from 
our  fins'?  How  can  we  forbear  earneftly  to  grieve, 
confidering  ourfelves  by  them  to  have  been  the  per- 
fidious betrayers,  the  unjuft  flanderers,  the  cruel 
perfecutors  and  barbarous  murderers  of  a  perfon  fo 
innocent  and  lovely,  fo  good  and  benign,  fo  great 
and  glorious ;  of  God's  own  dear  Son,  of  our  bcft 
fi'iend,  of  our  moft  gracious  Redeemer  ? 

8.  If  ingenuity  will  not  operate  fo  far,  and  hereby 
melt  us  into  contrition  ;   yet  furely  this  confider- 

Pfai.  cxix.  ation  muft  needs  aifed  us  with  a  religious  fear.  For 
**°'  can  we  otherwife  than  tremble  to  think  upon  the 
heinous  guilt  of  our  fins,  upon  the  dreadful  fiercenefs 
of  God's  wrath  againfl  them,  upon  the  impartial 
feverity  of  divine  judgment  for  them,  all  fo  mani- 
feftly  difcovered,  all  fo  lively  fet  forth  in  this  dilinal 
fpeftacle  ?  If  the  view  of  an  ordinary  execution  is 
apt  to  beget  in  us  fome  terror,  fome  dread  of  the 
law,  fome  reverence  toward  authority  ;  what  awful 
imprelfions  Ihould  this  fingular  example  of  divine 
juflice  work  upon  us } 

How  greatly  we  (hould  be  moved  thereby,  what 
affeftions  it  Ihould  raife  in  ys,  we  may  even  learn 

from 
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• 
from  the  moft  inanimate  creatures:  for  the  wholes  erm. 
world  did  feem  affefted  thereat  with  horror  and     in* 
confuiion ;   the   frame   of  things   was  difcompc^fed  — — — — 
and  difturbed  j  all  nature  did  feel  a  kind  of  com- 
paflion  and  compunction  for  it.     The  fun  (as  from 
averfion  and  (hame)  did  hide  his  face,  leaving  the 
world  covered  for  three  hours  with  mournful  black- 
nefs  ;  the  bowels  of  the  earth  did  yearn  and  quake  ; 
the  rocks  did  fplit ;  the  veil  of  the  temple  was  rent ; 
the  graves  did  open  themfelves,  and  the  dead  bodies 
were  roufed  up.     And,  can  we  then  (who  are  moft 
concerned  in  the  event)  be  more  ftupid  than  the 
earth,  more  obdurate  than  rocks,  more  drowfy  than 
interred  carcafes,  the  moft  infenfible  and  immove- 
able things  in  nature  ?    But  farther, 

9.  How  can  the  meditation  on  this  event  do 
othcrwife  than  hugely  deter  us  from  all  wilful  dif- 
obedience  and  commiflxon  of  fin  ?  For  how  thereby 
can  we  violate  fuch  engagements,  and  thwart  fuch 
an  example  of  obedience  ?  How  thereby  can  we 
abufe  fo  wonderful  goodnefs,  and  difoblige  fo  tran- 
fcendent  charity  ?  How  thereby  can, we  rejedl  that 
gentle  dominion  over  us,  which  our  Redeemer  did 
ib  dearly  purchafe,  or  renounce  the  Lord  that  bought  Tit.  ii.  14. 
us  at  fo  high  a  rate  ?    With  what  heart  can  we  bring  J ''"  '    ' 


I  Pet.  i.  18, 
9- 


upon  the  flage,  and  a6t  over  that  direful  tragedy,  ^^^^-  ^^iv. 
renewing  all  that  pain  and  all  that  difgrace  to  our^cor.  v. 
Saviour  j   as  the  Apoftle  teacheth   that  we  do  by  '5- 
apoftafy,  crucifying  to  our/elves  the  Son  of  God  afrefh^  i  cor.'vi.  ' 
and  putting  him  to  an  open  Jhame  ?    Can  we  without  ^°-     . 
horror  tread  under  foot  the  Son  of  Gody  and  count  the  ay«c-«t?i:tf. 
bkod  of  the  covenant  dn  unholy  things   (as  the  fame  !^*^^:  ^- ^i'- 
divine    Apoftle   faith   all   wilful  tranfgrefTors   do  ,)  ai^afay^.-nM 
vilifying  that  mx)ft  facred  and  precious  blood,  fo  «^^»  v.  26. 
freely  (hed  for  the  demonftration  of  God's  mercy, jr£v<^y'*^* 
and  ratification  of  his  gracious  intentions  towards 
us.  as  a  thing  of  no  fpecial  worth  or  confideration  ; 
defpifing  all  his  fo  kind  and  painful  endeavours  for 
our  falvation}  defeating  his  moft  charitable  purpofes, 
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• 
s  £  R  M.  and  earnell  defires  for  our  welfare ;  rendering  all  his  fo 
III.     bitter  and  loathfome  fufFcrings  in  regard  to  us  utterly 
■  vain  and  fmitlefs,  yea  indeed  very  hurtful  and  per- 
nicious ?    For  if  the  crofs  do  not  fave  us  from  our 
fins,  it  will  much  aggravate  their  guilt,  and  augment 
their  punilhment ;  bringing  a  fcverer  condemnation 
and  a  fadder  ruin  on  us.    Again, 

lo.  This  confideration  affordeth  very  ftrong  en- 
gagements to  the  praftice  of  charity  towards  our 
neighbour.  For  what  heart  can  be  fo  haM,  that 
the  blood  of  the  crofs  cannot  molHfy  into  a  cha- 
ritable and  compaflionatc  fenfe  ?  Can  we  forbear  to 
love  thofe,  toward  whom  our  Saviour  did  bear  fo 
tender  aifedtion,  for  whom  he  was  pleafed  to  fuftain 
fo  woeful  tortures  and  indignities  ?  Shall  we  not^  in 
obedience  to  his  moft  urgent  commands,  in  con- 
formity to  his  moft  notable  example,  in  grateful  re- 
turn to  him  for  his  benefits,  who  thus  did  gladly 
fuifer  for  us,  difcharge-this  moft  fweet  and  eafy  duty 
towards  his  beloved  friends  ?  Shall  we  not  be  wil- 
ling, by  parting  with  a  little  fuperfluous  ftuiF  for 
the  relief  of  our  poor  brother,  to  requite  and  gratify 
him,  who,  to  fuccour  us  in  our  diftrefs,  moft  boun- 
2  Cor.  viii.  tifully  did  part  with  his  wealth,  with  his  glory,  with 
I*,  j^, J  his  pleafure,  with  his  life  itfelf?  Shall  we  not 
Col.  iii.  13.  meekly  comport  with  an  infirmity,  not  bear  a  petty 
negledk,  not  forgive  a  fmall  injur}'  to  our  brother, 
when  as  our  Lord  did  for  us  and  from  us  bear  a 
crofs,  to  procure  remiflion  for  our  innumerable  moft 
heinous  affronts  and  offences  againft  Almighty  God  ? 
Can  a  heart  void  of  mercy  and  pity,  with  any  reafon 
or  modefty  pretend  to  the  mercies  and  compaflions 
of  the  crofs  ?  Can  we  hope,  that  God  for  Chrift's 
fake  will  pardon  us,  if  we  for  Chrift's  fake  will  not 
forgive  our  neighbour  ? 
joh.xT.i3.  Can  we  hear  our  Lord  faying  to  us,  ^JTns  is  my 
command,  that  re  love  one  another ^  as  I  have  /oved  you  j 
John  xiii.  and.  Hereby  Jh all  all  men  knonv  that  ye  are  my  difciples^ 
35-  if  ye  love  one  another?    Can  we  hear  St.  Paul  ex- 

horting, 
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• 
horting.  Walk  in  lavtyOS  Cbrifi  alfo  bath  laved  nSy  ands  £  r  bu 
both  given  bimfelf  for  us,  an  offering  and  a  faerie  /d     iii. 
God /or  a  fweet  fmelUng  favour  \  and,  fVe  that  arejlrong  ^ — ^— 
cuzbt  to  bear  the  infirmities  of  the  weak — For  even  Cbrtft  |p*»-  ▼•  *• 
pkafed  not  btmfelf  but,  as  it  ts  written^  The  reproaches  i^  ^ 
of  tbem  that  reproached  thee,  fell  on  me  ?  Can  wc  attend 
to  St.  John's  arguing,  Beloved,  if  Godfo  loved  us,  then  1  Jc*.  i*. 
ought  we  alfo  to  love  one  another.    Hereby  zve  perceive^^'  ****  ^ 
the  lave  of  God,  becaufe  he  laid  down  his  life  for  us  :       '^ ' 
Wherefore  we  ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  bre^ 
threnf 

Can  we,  I  fay,  confidcr  fuch  precepts,  and  fiich 
difcourfes,  without  effeftually  being  difpofed  to  com- 
ply with  them  for  the  fake  of  our  cracified  Saviour  ? 
all  whofe  life  was  nothingelfe  but  one  continual  recom- 
mendation and  enforcement  of  this  duty ;  but  his 
death  efpecially  was  a  pattern  moft  obliging,  moft  in- 
centive thereto.  This  ufe  of  the  point  is  the  more  to 
be  regarded  j  becaufe  the  Apoftle  doth  apply  it  hereto, 
our  text  coming  in  upon  that  occalion  ;  tor  having 
pathetically  exhorted  the  Philippians  to  all  kinds  of 
charity  and  humble  condefcenfion,  he  fubjoineth. 
Let  this  ndnd  be  in  you,  which  was  in  Chrift  Jefus ;  who  Pha.  a, 
being  in  the  form  of  God,  iffc.  5»  ^ 

II.  But  furthermore,  what  can  be  more  operative 
than  this  point  toward  breeding  a  difregard  of  thia 
world  with  all  its  deceitful  vanities  and  mifchievous 
delights ;  toward  reconciling  our  minds  to  the  woril 
condition  into  which  it  can  bring  us ;  toward  fupport-* 
ing  our  hearts  under  the  heavieft  prefluresof  afflidtion 
which  it  can  lay  upon  us?  For  can  we  reafonably  ex- 
ped,  can  we  eagerly  afFed,  can  we  ardently  defire  great 
profoerity,  when  as  the  Son  of  God,  our  Lord  and 
Mafter,  did  only  tafle  fuch  adverfity  ?  How  can  we 
refiife,  in  fubmiffion  to  God's  pleafure,  contentedly 
to  bear  a  flight  grievance,  when  as  our  Saviour  gladly 
did  bear  a  crofs,  infinitely  more  diflafleful  to  carnal 
will  and  fenfe  than  any  that  can  befal  us?  Who  now 

can 
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$  E  R  M.  can  admire  thofe  fplendid  trifles,  which  our  Lord  nercr 
III.    did  regard  in  his  life,  and  which  at  bis  death  only  did 

ferve  to  mock  aiid  abulb  him  ?  Who  can  relifli  thofe 

fordid  pleafures,  of  which  he  living  did  not  vouchfafe 

.  to  tafte,  and  the  contraries  whereof  he  dying  chofe  to 

feel  in  all  extremity  ?  Who  can  difdain  or  defpife  a 

ftate  of  forrow  and  difgrace,  which  he,  by  voluntary 

Rom.  viii.  fufception  of  it,  hath  fo  dignified  and  graced ;    by 

iZ'  ...      which  we  fo  near  refemble  and  become  conformable 

Apoc.  i.  9.  to  him,  by  which  we  concur  and  partake  with  him  ; 

1  Pct.iv.    yg^^  j^y  ^hich  in  fome  cafes  we  may  promote,  and 

coi.  i,  24.  after  a  fort  complete  his  defigns,y£///;/^  up  (as  St.  Paul 

fpeaketh)  l&af  which  is  behind  of  the  affilclions  of  Chrijl 

in  owrflejh  ? 

Who  now  can  hugely  prefer  being  efteemed,  ap- 
proved, favoured,  commended  by  men,  before  in- 
famy, reproach,  dcrifion,  and  perfecution  from  them ; 
cfpecially  when  thefe  do  follow  confcientious  adher- 
ence to  rightcoufnefs  ?  Who  can  be  very  ambitious 
of  worldly  honour  and  repute,  covetous  of  wealth,  or 
greedy  of  pleafure,  who  doth  obferve  the  Son  of  God 
choofing  rather  to  hang  upon  a  crofs,  than  to  fit  upon 
a  throne ;  inviting  the  clamours  of  fcorn  and  fpite, 
rather  than  acclamations  of  blefling  and  praife  ;  di- 
veiling  himfelf  of  all  fecular  power,  pomp,  plenty, 
conveniencies,  and  folaces  ;  embracing  the  garb  of  a 
flave,  and  the  repute  of  a  malefaftor,  before  the  dig- 
nity and  refpedt  of  a  prince,  which  were  his  due, 
which  he  moft  cafily  could  have  obtained  ^  ? 

Can  we  imagine  it  a  very  happy  thing,  to  be  high 
and  profperous  in  this  world,  to  i'wim  in  affluence  and 
pleafure  ?  Can  we  take  it  for  a  mifery,  to  be  mean  and 
low,  to  conflift  with  fome  wants  and  ft:raights  here  ; 
feeing  the  Fountain  of  all  happinefs-did  himfelf  pur- 
pofely   condefcend  to  fo  forlorn  a  ftate,  and  was 

^  Cogitemus  crucem  ejus,  et  Uivitias  lutum  cfle  putabimus. 
Ifcr.  ad  Nfpot,  Epijh  z. 

plcafed 
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plcafcd  to  become  fo  deep  a  fufferers?  If  with  devout  s  e  r  m. 
eyes  of  our  mind  we  do  behold  our  Lord  hanging     iii. 
naked  upon  a  gibbet,  befmeared  all  over  with  ftreams  ■ 
of  his  own  blood,  groaning   under  fmart   anguilh 
of  pain,  encompaffed  with  all  forts  of  difgraceful 
abufes,  yielding  (as  it  was  foretold  of  him)  his  back\{2,X6. 
to  the  fmiters^  and  his  cheeks  to  them  who  plucked  off  the 
hairy  hiding  not  his  face  from  Jimme  and  fpitting  ;  wilt 
not  the  imagination  of  liich  a  fpeftacle  dim  the  luftre  ' 
of  all  earthly  grandeurs  and  beauties,  damp  the  fenfe 
of  all  carnal  delights  and  fatisfadions,  quafti  all  that 
extravagant  glee  which  we  can  find  in  any  wild  fro- 
licks,  or  riotous  merriments?  Will  it  not  ftain  all  6ur 
pride,  and  check  our  wantonnefs?  Will  it  not  difpofe 
our  minds  to  be  fober,  placing  our  happintifs  in  things 
of  another  nature,  feeking  our  content  in  matters  of 
higher  importance  ;  preferring  obedience  to  the  w^iJl 
of  God    before   compliance   with   the  fancies   and     • 
defires  of  men ;   according  to    that  precept  of  St. 
Peter,  Porafmuch  then  as  Chrijl  hath fuffered for  us  in  the  i  Pet.  iv.  i , 
fejh^  arm  yourf elves  likewife  zvith  the  fame  mind^o  as  ^^^ 
no  longer  to  live  the  remaining  time  in  the  flejh^  to  the 
hifts  ofmen^  but  to  the  will  of  God  ? 

12.  This  indeed  will  inftrudl  and  incline  us  cheer- 
'  fully  to  fubmit  unto  God's  will,  and  gladly  to  ac- 
cept from  his  hand  whatever  he  difpofeth,  however 
grievous  and  affliftive  to  our  natural  will;  this  point 
luggefting  great  commendation  of  afflidions,   and 
ftrong  confolation  under  them.    For  if  fuch  hardfliip 
was  to  our  Lord  himfelf  a  fchool  of  duty,  he  (as  ihciua^ivry 
Apoftle  faith)  learning  obedience  from  'i^hat  he  fuffered  i'l^^^^l'/^^ 
if  it  was  to  him  a  fit  mean  of  perfeftion,  as  the  Apo- 
ftle doth  again  imply  when  he  \a\th^  that  it  became  Heb.  a,  lo, 
God  to  perfeSf  the  Captain  of  our  falvafion  by  Juffering  ; 
if  it  was  an  attradtive  of  the  divine  favour  even  to 
him,  as  thofe  words  import,  Therefore  the  Father  loveth  ^oh.  x.  rr. 

<  Quisbeatam  vitam  effe  arbitretur  in  lis,  qux  con  tern  iienda  elfe 
docuit  Filius  Dei  ?  ^ug,  de  /4g,  Cbr.  cap.  %\. 
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/s  E  k  M.  me^  becaufe  I  lay  down  my  life  ;  if  it  was  to  him  a  ftep 
III.     toward  glory,  according  to  that  faying,  fVas  not  Cbrt/l 

^ tofuffey-y  and  Jo  to  enter  into  Kn  glory  ?  yea,  if  it  was  a 

itokcxxiv.  ground  of  conferring  on  him  a  fublime  pitch  of  dig- 
Phii.ii.  9.  nity  above  all  creatures,  God  for  this  obedience  having 
Hob.  a.  9.  exalted  him,  and  given  him  a  name  above  all  names  \ 
We  feeing  Jefus-^for  the  fuffering  of  deaths  crowpied  with 
glory  and  honour  j  the  heavenly  fociety  in  the  Revela- 
lu?.  V,  la.  tions  with  one  voice  crying  out,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
^  that  wasjlain^  (who  redeemed  us  to  God  by  his  blood)  to 

receive  powery  and  riehes^  and  wifdom^  andflrength^  and 
honour  y  and  glory  ^  and  blefjing:  It  affliftion  did  minifter 
fuch  advantages  to  him  ;  and  if  by  our  conformity  to 
him  in  undergoing  it,  (with  like  equanimity,  hu- 
mility, and  patience,)  it  may  afford  the  hke  to  us  ; 
what  reafon  is  there  that  we  fliould  any-wife  be  dif- 
compofed  at  it,  or  difconfolate  under  it  ?     Much 
•  (II0B1.V.  greater  reafon,  furely,  there  is,  that,  with  St.  Paul, 
cw.  i.  14.  ^"^  ^  ^^  ^^'y  Apoftles,  we  fliould  *  rejoice,  boaft, 
Matt.y.ia.and  exult  in  our  tribulations:  far  more  caufe  we 
J^||^[*;^f  have,  with  them,  to  efleem  it  a  favour,  a  privilege, 
AasT. 41.  an  ornament,  a  felicity  to, us,  than  to  be  difplealed 
H^*.x.H.and  difcontented  therewith. 

1  Pet.  1/7.  To  do  thus  is  a  duty  incumbent  on  us  as  Chrif- 
ra>Vri!4!)  tians.  For,  f/ff,  faith  our  Matter,  that  doth  not  take 
1  Thcff.  v^.^p  his  crofSy  and  follow  me^  is  not  worthy  of  me:  He  that 
Rom.  Tiii.  doth  not  Carry  his  crofs^  and  go  after  me^  cannot  be  my 
»9.  .  difciple.  He  that  doth  not  willingly  take  the  crofs, 
az.  **^'  when  it  is  prefented  to  him  by  God's  hand  ;  he  that 
aXim.iii.  ^Q^j^  not  contcutcdly  bear  it,  when  it  is  by  pro- 
"Matt.x.  vidence  impofed  on  him,  is  nowife  worthy  of  the 
3^:  honour  to  wait  on  Chrift ;  he  is  not  capable  to  be 

Xnk/xiv.    reckoned  among  the  difciples  of  our  h^venly  Matter. 
Gre  **Nai   ^^  ^^  ^^^  Worthy  of  Chrijly  as  not  having  the  coqrj^e, 
oraf.'as.p.the  conttancy,  the  fincerity  of  a  Chriftianj  or  ^ 
^^'      '    one  pretending  to  fuch  great  benefits,  fuch  high 
privileges,  fuch  excellent  rewards,  as  Chritt  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  doth  propofe.     He  cannot  be  Chrifi's  dif 
ciple,   ftiewing  fuch  an  incapjicity   to  learn   thofe 

needful 
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needful  leffons  of  humility  and  patience,  diftated  by  s  e  r  m^ 
him;  declaring  fuch  an  indifpofition  to  tranfcribe     iii. 
tbofe  copies  of  fubmiffion  to  the  divine  will,  felf-  '■ 

denial,  and  felf-refignation,  fo  fairly  fet  him,  by  the 
inftraftion  and  example  of  Chrift :  for,  Chrifty  faith  i^iny^iJ^t*^ 
St.  VttcVy  fuffered  for  us,  leaving  us  an  example^  tbat"^!^^*' 
we  Jhould follow  bisfleps.  iPccILm. 

13.  The  willing  fufception  and  the  cheerful  fufte* 
nance  of  the  crofs,  is  indeed  the  exprefs  condition, 
and  the  peculiar  charader  of  our  Chriftianity ;  in 
fignification  whereof,  it  hath  been  from  moft  ancient 
tinies  a  conftant  ufage  to  mark   thofe  who  enter 
into  it  with  the  figure  of  it.     The  crofs,  as  the  in- 
ftrument  by  which  our  peace  with  God  was  wrought, 
as  the  ftage  whereon  our  Lord  did  act  the  laft  part 
of  his  marvellous  obedience,  confummating  our  re- 
demption, as  the  field  wherein  the  Captain  of  ourrS  t^«w 
falvation  did  achieve  his  noble  vidories,  and  ereft^^^"*^ 
hb  glorious  trophies  over  all  the  enemies  thereof,  A|K>ft.  ?«. 
was  well  aiTumed  to  be  the  badge  of  our  profeffion,  ^"* 

the  enfign  of  our  fpiritual  warfare,  the  pledge  of  our 
conftant  adherence  to  our  crucified  Saviour  ;  in  re- 
lation to  whom  our  chief  hope  is  grounded,  our 
great  joy  and  fole  glory  doth  confift  :  for,  God  for-Qf\.^  r^ 
bidy  faith  St.  Paul,  that  Ifhould  glory^fave  in  the  crofs 
ofChrifl. 

14.  Let  it  be  to  the  Jews  a  fcandaly  (or  offenfive » Cor.*  aj. 
to  their  fancy,  prepoflefled  with  expeftations  of  a 
Meflias  flouri(hing  in  fecular  pomp  and  -profperity;) 

let  it  ht  folly  to  the  Greeks j  (or  feem  abfurd  to  men 
puffed  up  and  corrupted  in  mind  with  flelhly  notions 
and  maxims  of  worldly  craft,  difpofing  them  to  value 
nothing  which  is  not  grateful  to  prefent  fcnfe  or 
fancy,)  that  God  (hould  put  his  own  mofl  beloved     ♦ 
Son  into  lb  very  fad  and  defpicable  a  condition ; 
that  falvation  from  death  and  jnifery  (hould  be  pro- 
cured by  fo  miferable  a  death  ;   that  eternal  joy,  orig.  in 
glory,  and  happinefs,  (hould  iflut  from  thefe  foun-^^'^"*^ 
lains  of  forrow  and  ihamc  i  that  a  perfon  in  external 

femblance 
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6  E  U  M.femblance  devoted  to  fo  opprobrious  ufage,  fliould 
III.     be  the  Lord  and  Redeemer  of  mankind,  the  King 
■  and  Judge  of  all  the  world  :  let,  I  fay,  this  dodrine 

be  fcandalous  and  diftafteful  to  fome  perfons  tainted 
with  prejudice  ;  let  it  be  ftrange  and  incredible  to' 
others  blinded  with  felf^conceit  ;  let  all  the  incon- 
fiderate,  all  the  proud,  all  the  profane  part  of  man- 
kind openly  with  their  mouth,  or  clol'ely  in  heart, 
flight  and  rejeft  it :  yet  to  Us  it  muft  appear  grateful 
tTim.  i.    and  joyous;  to  us  it  is  Triro?  hoy^j  a  faithful  and 
zTim.  ii.   ^oft  credible  propojition  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that 
*'•  J^fr^  Chriji  came  into  the  world  to  fave  finnerSy  in  this 

way  of  fuffering  for  them  :  to  us,  who  difcera  by  a 
clearer  lights  and  are  endowed  with  a  purer  fcnfe, 
kindled,  by  the  divine  Spirit ;  from  whence  we  may 
with  comfortable  fatisfadlionof  mind  apprehend  and 
tafte,  that  God  could  not  in  a  higher  meafure,  or 
fitter  manner,  illuftrate  his  glorious  attributes  of 
goodnefs  and  juftice,  his  infinite  grace  and  mercy 
toward  his  poor  creatures,  his  holy  dilpleafure  againft 
wickcdnefs,  his  impartial  feverity  in  puniihing  ini* 
quity  and  impiety,  or  in  vindicating  his  own  ^crcd 
honour  and  authority,  than  by  thus  ordering  his 
,  bnly  Son,  clothed  with  our  nature^  to  fufter  for  us ; 
that  alfo  true  virtue  and  goodnefs  could  not  other- 
wife  be  taught,  be  exemplified,  be  commended  and 
impreflcd  with  greater  advantage. 

Since  thereby  indeed  a  charity  and  hutnanity  (o 
Unparalleled,  (far  tranfccnding  theirs  who  have  been 
celebrated  for  devoting  their  lives  out  of  love  to 
their  country^  or  kindnefs  to  their  friends,)  a  meek- 
nefs  fo  incomparable,  a  refolution  fo  invincible,  a 
patience  fo  heroical,  were  manifefted  for  the  in* 
ftruftion  and  dire<5lion  of  men  ;  fince  never  were 
the  vices  and  the  vanities  of  the  world  (fo  prejudicial 
to  the  welfare  of  mankind)  fo  remarkably  difcounte- 
nanced  ;  fince  never  any  fuffering  could  pretend  to 
.,  ^  fo  worthy  and  beneficial  effects,  the  expiation  of  the 
ic\»r"v?'i^!vvliole  world's  fins,  and  reconciliation  of  mankind  to 

God, 
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God,  the  which  no  other  performance,  no  other  fa-  s  e  R  m. 
crifice  did  ever  aim  to  procure  j  fince,  in  fine,  no     in. 

virtue  had  ever  fo  glorious  rewards,  as  fovereign  dig- — 

nity  to  him  that  exercifed  it,  and  eternal  happinefs 
to  thofe  that  imitate  it ;  fince,  I  fdy,  there  be  fuch 
excellent  ufes  and  fruits  of  the  crofs  borne  by  our 
Saviour ;  we  can  have  no  reafon  to  be  offended  at 
it,  or  alhanied  of  it ;  but  with  all  reafon  heartily 
fliould  approve  and  humbly  adore  the  deep  wifdom 
of  God,  together  with  all  other  his  glorious  attri* 
butes  difplayed  therein.  To  whom  therefore,  as  is . 
moft  due,  let  us  devoutly  render  all  glory  and  praife. 
And, 

Um  him  that  loved  us  y  and  %vaj})ed  us  from  our  fins  tHApocist 
his  bloody  and  hath  made  us  Kin^s  and  Priefis  nnto^^ 
Godf  and  his  Father ,  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion 
for  ever  and  ever. 

Blejftngy  and  honour^  and  glory y  and  power y  be  unto  him  Apoc.T^i^. 
that  fitteth  upon  the  throney  and  unto  the  Lamb  for 
ever  and  ever.     Amen. 


SKRMON 
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SERMON     IV. 

Of  doing  all  in  the  Name  of  Chrift. 


CoLoss.  ill.  17. 


M  whatjbever  ye  do  in  word^  or  in  deed^  do  all  in  the 
name  of  the  Lordjefus. 

TjT/'HATSOEFER  ye  do  in  word,  or  deed:  A  dutys  e  r  m. 
'^  we  fee  the  Apoille  enjoins  us  of  a  large  ex-     iv. 

tent,  and  therefore  furely  of  a  great  importance  ; 

indeed  of  an  univerfal  concernment ;  fuch  as  muft 
go  along  with,  muft  run  through,  all  our  words  and 
all  our  aftions.  We  are  therefore  much  obliged, 
and  much  concerned  to  attend  thereto,  and  to  prac- 
tife  it  carefully.  But  firft  we  muft  underftand  what 
it  is;  the  doing  whereof  depends  upon  underftanding 
the  fenfe  of  that  phrafe  (doin^  in  the  name  of  Jefus) 
being  fomewhat  ambiguous,*  and  capable  of  divers 
meanings  ;  which  both  in  common  ufe  and  in  holy 
Scripture  we  find  it  to  bear,  different  according  to 
the  variety  of  matters  or  occafions  to  which  it  is  ap- 
plied ;  moft  of  which  are  comprehended,  and,  as  it 
were,  complicated  in  that  general  one,  according  to 
which  we  may  be  faid  to  do  that  in  another  perfon*s 
name,  which  we  do  with  any  kind  of  reference  or 
regard  to  him  i  fuch  as  our  relations  or  our  obliga- 
tions to  that  perfon  do  require,  and  the  particular 
voL.n.  K  nature 
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s  E  R  M.  tiattJTc  of  the  adtion  doth  admit.     And  according 
IV.      to  this  acceptation  I  conceive  it  fafeft  and  beft  to  in- 

terpret  Saint  Paul's  meaning  here,  fuppofing  it  to 

comprehend  all  the  more  fpecial  and  reftrained 
meanings  of  this  phrafe,  tmly  applicable  to  the  pre- 
fent  mattery  of  which  meanings  \  fliall  endeavour 
in  order  to  propound  the  chief;  and  together,  both 
to  unfold  and  to  inculcate  the  feveral  refpeftive 
branches  of  this  duty.  Yet  firft  of  all  rejec^iftg  one 
or  two,  which  cannot  well  be  applied  to  this  pur- 
pofe. 

To  do  in  another's  name,  doth  fometime  denote 
the  afluming  another's  perfon,  or  pretending  to  be 
Matt.  xxiv.  the  fame  with  him,  the  very  He.  So,  manyfhall  come 
^'  in  my  name^  (prophefied  our  Saviour)  faying^  I  am 

Chrtft  :  to  do  thus  in  Jefus's  name  is  the  part  of  an 
Anticbrift,  and  an  impoftor.  That  fente  therefore 
hath  nothing  to  do  here. 

Again  ;  to  do  in  another's  name,  doth  often  im- 
ply <loing  atietius  locoy  or  vice ;  in  another^s  name, 
or  ftead,  as  a  deputy,  or  fubftitute ;  reprefenting 
the  perfon,  or  fupplying  the  office  of  another.     So 
^'^.^"•^'.3- did  the  Prophets  come^  and  [peak  in  <}oJ's  name^  what 
XXVI. 5. XIV.  ^j^^^  declared,  or  enjoined,  being  therefore  faid  to 
Jam.  y.  10.  )^  declared  end  enjoined  by  God  himfelf :  I  fpeak 
Ezr.  v.  i!   unio  yoUj  ryi)ig  up  early y  and  fpeakingy  (viz.  by  the 
ao?^'*  ^'    Prophets,  whom  he  fent,  and  who  are  faid  to  come 
and  fpeak  in  his  name.)     And  thus  the  Apoftles 
fpake    in   Clirift's   name  :    IVe  are  ambajfadors  for 
Chrifi ;   we  pray  you  in  CbrifTs  flead^  be  reconciled. 
Rom.  xiii.  xhos  alfo  princes  govern,  and  magiftratcs  execute 
Deut  i.  ir.juftice  in  God's  name;  whence  they  are  ftylcd  Gods, 
as  being  his  lieutenants,  admmiftering  that  judg* 
ment  which  belongs  originally  and  principally  to 
him.     Now  for  this  fenfc,  neither  is  it  fo  proper,  or 
convenient  here ;  it  agreeing  only  to  fome  particular 
perfons,  and  to  fome  peculiar  aftions  of  them  ;  info- 
much,  that  others  prefuming  to  aft,  according  to 
that  manner  or  kind,  in  Jefus's  name,  (hall  thercl^ 

become 
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become  ufurpers  and  deceivers.     We  (and  to  us  all  s  e  r  m, 
this  precept  is  direfted)  (hall   heinoufly  tranfgrefs     iv. 
our  duty,  doing  any  thing  thus  in  his  name,  without  ^ 

his  letters  of  credence  j  without  being  fpecially 
called  or  fent,  or  being  duly  by  him  authorifed 
thereto. 

Thefe  and  fuch  like  fenfes  the  prefent  matter 
doth  not  well  admit  :  the  reft  that  fuit  thereto  I 
(hall  with  fome  diftinftion  in  order  reprefent. 

I.  To  do  in  another's  name  fometime  doth  fig- 
nify  to  do  it  out  of  affeftion  or  honour  to  another ; 
for  another's  fake,  becaufe  we  love  or  efteem  him  ; 

%M   TO)   i^iiMOCTi   bemg   equivalent    to  tpixx  t»    ovojuaT^,  Compare 

znd  iix  ri  ivofjLx.     Thus  it  is  faid,  fVhofoever  fhall^^^"^' 
give  you  a  cup  ofzvater  to  drink  in  my  name ;  becaufe  ye^^}t.x.^i, 
are  ChrifTsy  (is  added  by  way  of  interpretation,  that^f^^'^^; 
is,  out  of  refpeft  to  Chrift,  becaufe  of  your  relation 
tO'\{imy)fhall  not  lofe  his  reward.     And  thus  furely 
we  ought  to  do  every  thing  in  Jefus's  name  :  all  our 
aftions  ought  to  proceed  from  a  principle  of  grateful 
love  and  reverence  towards  our  gracious  Redeemer.  ^^^"•*^*"' 
Let  all  your  aSIions  be  done  in  charity  ^  faith  the  Apo-'  Cor.xvi. 
ftie;    if  in  charity  to  our  neighbour,  then  much'"^'. 
more  in  love  to  him,  for  whofe  fake  we  are  efpecially 
bound  to  love  our  neighbour.     Upon  any  under- 
taking, or  applying  ourfelves  to  aftion,  we  fliould  fo 
refleft  thereupon,  as  to  confider,  whether  that  we 
are  going  about  be  apt  to  pleafe  him,  and  con- 
ducible  to  his  honour  ;  if  fo,  remembering  what  he 
hath  done  and  fuffered  for  us,  (what  excellent  blefl- 
ings  he  hath  purchafed  for  us,  what  exceeding  be- 
nefits he  hath  conferred  upon  us,)  we  fhould  out  of 
love  and  refpeft  to  him  readily  perform  it  i  but  if 
it  otherwife  appear  difpleafing  or  dilhonourable  to 
him,  we  fliould,  from  the  fame  principles,  carefully 
decline  it.     The   duty  is  certain,  and  the  reafon 
thereof  evident;    for   inducement   to   the  pradice 
thereof,  obferve  St.  Paul's  example  ;  who  thus  re- 
prefents  himfelf  in  the  main  employment  of  his  life, 

H  2  adling. 
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s  E  R  M.afting,  ^he  love  of  Chrifl  conflrains  us ;  judging  tbis^ 
IV,      that  he  died  for  all^  that  they  who  live  might  not  live  to 

' ihemfelveSy  but  to  him  that  died  and  rofe  for  them :  The 

♦.xoTi^^^i-  iQye  Qf  Chrift,  begot  and  maintained  by  a  confider- 
i^ToVttai.  ation  of  his  .great  benefits  conferred  on  him,  was  the 
2  Cor.  V.  9.  fpring  that  fet  St.  Paul  on  work,  that  excited  and 
1  Thcff.  ii.  urged  him  forward  to  aftion.  Thus  doing,  we  (hall 
Tit  ill  ^o  ^^  Jefus's  name  ;  but  if  we  aft  out  of  love  to 
1  Pet.  v.i.  ourfelves,  (to  promote  our  own  interefls,  to  gratify 
Phiiipp.  i.  Q^^  ^^^  defires,  to  procure  credit  or  praife  to  our- 
Matt.xxiii.  felves,)  we  aft  only  in  our  own  names,  and  for  our 
^'  own  fakes  i   not  in  the  name,  or  for  the  fake  of 

Jefus. 

11.  To  do  in  another's  name  implies  doing  (chiefly) 
for  the  intereft  or  advantage  of  another,  upon  an- 
other's behalf- or  account,,  as  the  fervants  orfaftors 
of  another.    For,  when  the  bufinefs  is  another's,  and 
the  fruit  or  benefit  emergent  belong  to  another,  he 
that  profecutes  that  bufinefs  may  well  be,  and  is 
commonly,  fuppofed  to  aft  in  that  other's  name. 
John  vii.    Thus  our  Saviour  is  in  St.  John's  Gofpel  expreflfed 
X.  25." v?    fo  comey  to  fpeak,  to  aSI  in  God^s  name  -,  becaufe  he 
43. 36.  vi.  ^\^  God's  bufinefs,  fthe  work  which  God  gave  him  to 
^c^ull^  accomplijh)  and  tniivdy  fought  the  glory  of  God,  as  he 
*5j^^^i*^ -5- there  hinifelf  often  avouches  and  profeflTes,     And 
12.  '         thus,  in  imitation  of  him,  ought  we  alfo  to  do  all 
J^^^^Ky^- things  in  his  name;  remembering  that  we  me  not 
8,9.'     '  our  ozvn  men,  but  the  fervants  of  JefuSy  (fervants  to 
him  not  only  by  nature,  as  to  our  Maker  and  Pre- 
ferver,  but  by  purchafe,  as  to  our  Redeemer,  who 
bought  us  with  the  greatefl:  price  9  and  by  compaft 
alfo,  we  having  fireely  undertaken  his  fervice,  and 
expefting  wages  from  him,)  that  we  have  therefore 
no  bufinefs  or  employment  properly  our  own,  but 
that  all  our  bufinefs  is  (or  fliould  be)  to  ferve  him» 
I  Cor.  X.    and  promote  his  glory  ;  fVhether  we  eat  or  drink,  or 
*'•  whatever  we  do,  wefhould  do  all  to  the  glory  of  our  Lord. 

Whatever,  I  fay,  we  do,  we  therefore  (hould  perform 
it  with  this  formal  reference^  as  it  were,  towarcj 

Jcfus, 
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Jefiis,  as  his  fervants,  from  confcience  of  the  duty  s  e  r  m. 
we  owe   to  him  ;   with  intention  therein  to  ferve     iv. 
him ;  in  expeftation  of  reward  only  from  him.     So  ■ 

doth  St.  Paul  (in  profccutjon  of  this  fame  precept) 
beneath  in  this  chapter  enjoin  us,  thsitj^ whatever  wecoiwizh 
doy  we  perform  it  heartily,  as  to  the  Lardy  and  not  to  ^4- 
meuy  knowing  (or  confidering)  that  from  the  Lord  we 
Jhall  receive  the  recompence  of  the  inheritance  ;  for  that 
we  ferve  the  Lord  Chrijt.     In  like  manner  otherwhere 
he  teaches  us  to  do  what  we  do,  not  as pleafers  of  meny  Eph.  vi.  6. 
(not  upon  any  inferior  accounts)  but  as  fervants  of^- 
Cbrifly  knowing  and  confidering  that  we  have  a  Mafler 
in  heaven.     But, 

III.  Doing  in  another's  name  imports  frequently 
doing  by  the  appointment  and  command,  or  by  the 
commiffion  and  authority  of  another.   'Ev  troU  iMmi^n  Aas  iv.  7. 
x»i  fir  irotfc)  ivifxo^ri ;  By  what  power^  and  in  what  name 
have  ye  done  thefe  things?  fay  the  High  Priefts  to  the 
Apoftles ;   that  is,   who  did   appoint  or  authorize 
you  to  do  thus?  Their  anfwer  was  ready  ;  In  the^ohny.$6y 
name  of  JefuSy  who  had  fent,  commiflionated,  and  ^^*  Jviu'g! 
commanded  them   to  preach    and   propagate  that  Luke  xxw. 
doftrine.     And  thus  we  are  alfo  bound  to  do  allaCor.v.20. 
things   in   the  name   of  Jefus,  regulating  all   our » ^Q^-  ^»- 
aftions  by  his  law  ;  conforming  our  whole  lives  to  [  Thcff.  ui. 
his  will  ;  afting,  not  only  out  of  good  principles,  ^• 
(principles  of  love  and  confcience)  but  according  to 
right   rules  ;    the  rules  of  his  word  and  example, 
which  he*^hath  declared  and  prefcribed  to  us :  for 
what  is  done  befide  his  warrant  and  will  cannot  be 
rightly  efteemed  done  in  his  name  5  will  not  as  fo 
be  avowed  or  accepted  by  him;  no  unjuft  or  im- 
pious  aftion  will  he  upon  any  terms  countenance  or 
patronize.     It  was  once  a  famous  faying,  All  mifchiefsohnz\i,x. 
begins  in  Nomine  Domini;   and  much  furely,  more 
than  one  way,  hath  been  done  under  the  like  notion 
or  pretence  :  but  this  will  not  ferve  to  excufe  the 
doing  of  that,  in  the  day  of  final  reckoning  for  our 
aftions.     For  there  will  be  many  (we  are  taught)  that  Mm,  ^\u 
^       H3      .  fhair'^ 
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s  E  R  u.fhall  in  that  day^  by  fpecious  profejffions  of  having  done 

IV.     this  or  that  i>i  ChrifTs  name^  veil  their  tranfgreffions 

■  and  their  negledts  of  duty,  f ay ing^  Lordj  Lordy  have 

we  not  in  thy  name  prophefied^  and  in  thy  name  cafl  out 

devils^  and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful  thimgs  ? 

-  who  yet,  our  Lord  himfelf  affures  us,  fhall  have  this 

reply  made  to  them,  /«w^r  knew  you  \  depart  from  me^ 

ye  zvorkers  of  iniquity.     There  will  be  thofe  that  (hall 

tukcxiii.  claim  acquaintance  with  Chrift  in  fuch  terms  :  Lord^ 
we  have  eaten  and  drank  before  thee;  and  thou  haj 
taught  in  our  freets ;  whom  yet  our  Lord  will  dif- 
claim  with  a  Depart  from  me^  all  ye  workers  of  ini- 
quity. It  is  not,  we  fee,  prophefying  in  Chrift's. 
name,  (or  preaching  about  him)  nor  frequent  at- 
tendance upon  thofe  who  do  fo,  nor  fpeaking  much 
or  hearing  much  concerning  him ;  it  is  not  having 
great  gifts  or  endowments  conferred  by  Chrift,  (not 
even  fo  great  as  that  of  working  miracles  i)  it  is  not 
familiar  converfe  with  Chrift,  or  making  frequent 
addreffes  to  him,  that  can  fanftify  all  a  man's 
aftions,  or  fo  entitle  them  to  the  name  of  Chrift,  as 
to  fecure  his  perfon  from  being  dilavowed  and  re- 
jed:ed  by  Chrift ;  it  is  only  the  conforming  all  our 
adions  to  his  holy  laws,  that  can  aflure  us  to  be 
acknowledged  and  accepted  by  him.  This  I  could 
wifh  they  would  confider,  who  feem,  by  fuch  pre- 
tences, to  commend  or  excufc  their  adtions,  al* 
though  otherwil'e  irregular  and  plainly  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  Chrift  ;  fuch  as  thofe  of  being  meek  and 
charitable  toward  all  men ;  living  peaceably  our- 
felves,  and  endeavouring  to  promote  peace  among 
others ;  abftaining  from  ra(h  and  hard  cenfures, 
from  reviling  and  defaming  others ;  paying  reverence 
and  obedience  to  fuperiors;  and  the  hke  laws  of 
Chrift,  not  only  exprefs  and  manifeft,  but  even  of 
the  higheft  rank  and  confequence  among  them; 
being  mainly  conducing  to  that  which  our  Lord 
efpecially  tenders,  the  public  welfare  and  benefit  of 
mankind ;  the  violation  whereof  cannot  be  juftificd 

by 
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by  j^tending  any  fpecial  regard  whatever  to  Chrift,  s  e  R  m. 
or  any  collateral  performance  done,  whether  truly  or     iv. 

feemingly?  ia  his  name.     We  do  but  deceive  our • 

felves,  if  we  conceit  that,  becaufe  we  think  much, 
or  fpcak  much  of  Jeftis,  or  have  a  zeal  for  fome- 
thing  good,  all  our  actions  are  done  in  his  name  : 
no,  it  only  can  be  juftly  impreffed  upon,  can  warrant 
and  (anftify  adbions  truly  good  and  agreeable  to  his 
law;  it  were  an  abufe  and  forgery  to  do  it,  like 
(lamping  the  king's  name,  or  image,  on  counterfeit 
metal ;  upon  brafs  or  tin,  inftead  of  gold  or  filver. 
Good  intention  and  good  principks  are  indeed,  as  it 
were,  the  form  and  foul  of  good  aftions ;  but  their 
being  juft  and  lawful  are  the  body  and  matter  of 
them;  necefiarily  alfo  concurring  to  their  eflence 
and  integrity  ;  they  cannot  fubfift  without  it,  but 
muft  pafs^  as  it  wer^,  for  ghofts  and  fliadows.  We 
are  therefore  concerned  in  all  our  doings  to  have  an 
dpecial  regard  to  Chrift*s  law  as  their  rule ;  that  will 
render  them  capable  of  Chrift^s  name,  and  denomi- 
nate them  Chriftian. 

IV.  Hereto  we  may  add,  that  what  we  do  in 
imitation  of  Jefus,and*in  conformity  to  his  practice, 
(that  living  rule  and  copy  propofed  to  us)  we  may 
be  faid  peculiarly  to  do  in  his  name.  As  a  piAure 
ufeth  to  bear  his  name,  whom  it  was  made  to  rep  re - 
fcnt,  and  whom  it  refembles ;  fo  if  we  fet  Chrift's 
example  before  us,  and  endeavour  to  tranfcribe  it ; 
if  our  life  in  the  principal  lineaments  of  fanftity  and 
goodncfs  do  refemble  his  holy  life;  they  may  well 
bear  his  nanae.  But  if  our  praftice  be  unlike  and 
imfuitable  to  his,  we  cannot  affix  his  name  thereto, 
without  great  prefumption  and  abufe;  fuch  as 
would  be  committe<l,  if  to  a  draught  of  foul  hue, 
and  ugly  features,  we  (hould  attribute  the  name  of 
fome  moft  handfome  and  goodly  perfon,  of  high 
worth  and  quality.  To  do  thus  in  Jefus's  name 
(with  fuch  a  regard  to  him)  is  a  duty  often  pre- 
fcribed  to  us,  not  only  as  relating  to  fome  cafes 

H  4  and 
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s  ERM.and  aftions,  (as  when  his  charity,  his  patience,  his 
IV.     humility,  his  meeknefs  are  fignaJly  commended  to 

our  imitation,)  but  generally,  j&l?,  that  faith  beabideth 

Eph.  V.  I,  /,^  ^/^^  Q^giji  ^j  ^^  walked^  fo  himfelf  alfo  to  walk  ; 
/cor.  X.  I. that  is,  whoever  profeffes  himfelf  a  Chnftian  ought 
John  XV.  ^Q  conform  the  whole  tenour  of  his  converfation  to 
Hcb.xii.  2.that  of  Jefus  j  to  endeavour  in  every  imitable  per- 
John  xiii.  fe(a;ion  to  refemble  him.     So  that  whenever  we  un- 
ph'ii.  ii.  5.  dertake  any  aftion,  we  (hould  do  well  to  look  upon 
JjQ^jJ'-'j^gjthis  pattern,  thus,  as  it  were,  examining  and  en- 
quiring of  ourfelves :  What  did  my  mafter  in  this  or 
the  like  cafe  ?  do  I  do  the  fame  thing,  do  I  aft  from 
the  fame  principles,  do  I  proceed  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  he  did  ?  am  I  herein  his  difciple  and  follower? 
If  fo,  in  his  name  let  me  go  on  cheerfully ;  if  not,  let 
me  forbear.     Doing  thus  will  not  be  only  according 
to  our  duty,  but  an  efpecial  help  and  furtherance  of 
good  praftice.  - 

V.  To  do  in  another's  name  doth  fometimes  im- 
port doing  by  any  power  derived,  or  virtue  imparted 
by  another ;  for  that  a  thing  fo  done  may  be  im- 
X'^^LXX.puted,  (hould  be  afcribed  to  that  other.  So.Tbrougb 
pfai.  xiiv.  thee,  faith  the  Pfalmift,  will  we  pufh  down  our  enemies^ 
5^  XXXIX.  ^.^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^y^  ^^  throw  down  thofe  that  hate,  us: 
Matt.vii.  (through  thee  and  in  thy  name  fignify  the  fame 
wir.ix. 58. thing.)  So  did  the  Apoftles  caft  out  devils,  and 
Aas  ill.  6.  perform  their  other  miracles,  in  Jefus's  name,  (Sioi  rS 
johnxi'j.'  opofMccT^y  by  his  name,  it  is  fbmetime  expreffed,)  that 
"•  is,  by  a  divine  virtue  imparted  from  him.     To  this 

I  add  another  acceptation,  fcarce  different  (at  lead 
as  to  our  purpofe)  from  that,  according  to  which 
doing  in  another's  name  fignifies  doing  it  in  truft, 
or  confidence  repofed  upon  another,  with  expefta- 
tion  of  aid,  or  hope  of  good  fuccefs  from  another. 

2  chron.    So,  We  rejl  on  thee,  (faid  good  king  Afa)  and  in  thy 
^''^-  "•      name  we  go  againfi  this  multitude-,  in  thy  name,  that 

is,  hoping  for  affiftance  and  fuccefs  from  thee.  And 
1  Sam.  thus  it  is  faid,  that  David  went  out  againft  Goliab  in 
*vii.45.    the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hofls  i  that  is,  confiding  in 

God's 
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God's  help,  as  his  only  weapon  and  defence  :  thus  s  e  r  m. 
alfo  did  the  holy  Apoftles  work  their  miracles  in     iv. 
Jefus's  name,  %ir\  tw  wtV«  tS  okopart^  aura,  by  faith  in  ■ 

bis  Home^  (faith  St.  Peter)  his  name  hath  made  this  man^^''^  *^- 
^rongi  that  is,  we  did  only  truft  in  his  divine  power, 
and  it  was  that  power  of  his,  which  reftored  that 
weak  perfon  to  his  ftrength.    And  thus  alfo  it  is  our 
duty  to  do  air  things  in  our  Saviour's  name  ;  with 
faith  and  hope  in  him  ;  wholly  relying  upon  him  for 
dire<9:ion  and  affiftance  ;  expefting  from  him  only  a 
blefEng  and  happy  iflue  of  our  undertakings.    What 
we  do  in  confidence  of  our  own  wifdom  or  ability, 
or  in  affiance  upon  the  help  of  any  other  perfon  or 
thing,  we  do  in  our  own  name,  or  in  the  name  of 
that  thing  (or  that  perfon)  in  whom  we  fo  confide  , 
to  ourfelves,  or  to  fuch  auxiliaries  we  (hall  be  ready 
to  attribute  the  fuccefs,  and  to  render  the  glory  of 
the  performance ;  glorying  in  our  own  arm^  and  facri-  Hab.  1. 16. 
ficittg  to  our  net.     But  what  we  undertake .  only  de« 
pending  upon   our  Lord  for  ability  and   fuccefs, 
may  therefore  bear  his  name,  becaufe  our  faith  de- 
rives the  power  from  him,  which  enables  us  happily 
to  perform  it ;  fo  that  the  performance  may  truly 
be  attributed  to  him,  and  to  him  we  fhall  be  apt  to 
afcribe  it.    And  thus,  I  fay,  we  are  certainly  obliged 
to  do  every  thing  in  his  name,  (in  his  name  alone) 
retaining  a  conftant  fenfe  both  of  our  own  infirmity, 
and  of  the  impotency  of  all  other  created  things , 
and   confequently  a  total  diffidence  both  in  our- 
felves, and  in  them ;  but  repofing  all  our  truft  in 
the  direftion  and  affiftance  of  our  All-wife  and  Al- 
mighty Lord  ;  of  Jefus,  to  whom  all  power  in  heaven  M9it.xxy\ii. 
and  earth  is  given^  (who  indeed  had  it  originally  byjof^^jj. 
nature  as  Gods  but  alfo  farther  hath  acquired  it  byxi".3.i^u- 
defert  and  purchafej)  into  whofe  hands  all  things  arcHcb.i.z.ii, 
given  I  and  all  things  are  put  under  his  feet;  who^- 
hath  obtained  this  power  in  defign  to  ufe  it  for  our f  corlxv!" 
good ;  and  is  thereby  always  ready  to  help  us  in  our*7.  .. 
need,  if  we  have  recourfe  unto  him,  and  rely  upon  ajkw! v.V*. 

him; 
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s  E  R  M.  him ;   making  him   what  St.  Paul  ftylcs  him,  owf^ 
IV.     hope\   our  only   hope;    renouncing  all  other  con- 

fidences  not  fubordinate  to  him.     To  do  fo  is  a 

rTim.i.  x-duty  evidently  grounded  as  well  upon  the  reafon  of 
the  thing,  as  upon  the  will  and  command  of  God  ; 
to  do  othcrwife  is  no  lefs  a  palpable  folly,  than  a 
manifeft  injury  to  God.  For,  in  truth,  neither  have 
we  or  any  other  created  thing  any  jjower,  other 
than  fuch  as  he  is  pleafed  freely  to  difpenfc  ** ;  and 
which  is  not  continually  both  for  its  being  and  its 
efficacy  fubjeft  to  him,  fo  that  he  may  at  his  plea- 
fure  fubtraft  it,  or  obftruft  its  effeft :  j^^  king  is 
Javed  by  the  multitude  of  an  hqfi  ;  a  mighty  man  is  not 
delivered  by  much  Jfrengtb ;  a  horfe  is  a  vain  thing  for 
fafety  :  whence  it  is  plain,  that  we  cannot  upon  any 
created  power  ground  a  folid  affurance  of  fuccefs  in 
rfa.xxxvi.  any  undertaking^;  it  will  be  leaning  upon  a  broken 
^'  reedy  (which  cannot  fupport  us,  and  will  pierce  our 

hands)  both  a  vain  and  a  mifchievous  confidence ; 
that  will  abufe  us,  bringing  both  difappointmcnt  and 
guilt  upon  us ;  the  guilt  of  wrongir^  our  Lord 
many  ways,  by  arrogating  to  ourfelves,  or  affigning 
to  others,  what  he  only  doth  truly  deferve,  and  what 
peculiarly  of  right  belongs  to  him  ;  withdrawing  the 
fame  from  him ;  implying  him  unable  or  unwilling 
to  affift  us,  and  do  us  good ;  negleAing  to  ufe  that 
ftrength  which  he  fo  dearly  purchafed  and  fo  gra- 
cioufly  tendcn ;  fo  difappointing  him,  and  defeating, 
as  it  were,  his  purpofcs  of  favour  and  mercy  to^' 
wards  us.  On  the  other  fide,  trufting  only  upon 
our  Saviour,  we  aft  wifely  and  juftly,  gratefully  and 
officioufly ;  for  that,  in  doing  fo,  we  build  our 
hopes  upon  moft  fure  grounds;  upon  a  wifdom  that 

^  Eccl.  ix.  II.  The  race  is  not  to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle  to 
the  ilrong. 

By  (Irength  (hall  no  man  prevail,  i  Sam.  ii.  9.  Pfal.  xxxiii* 
17.  cxlvi.  3.  xliv.  5. 

*.  Ifa.  xliii.  II.     Befide  me  there  is  no  Saviour.     Hof.  xiii.  4- 
20.  Pfal.  cvi.  21.  Jer.  xiv.  8. 

cannot 
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cannot  be  deceived ;  upon  a  ftrength  that  cannot  s  e  r  m. 
be  withflood  ;  upon  a  goodnefs  that  hath  no  limits ;      iv, 
upon  a  fidehty  that  can  never  fail.     For  that  we  ad:  ■ 

with  an  humility  and  fobriety  of  mind  fuitable  to 
our  condition,  and  to  the  reafon  of  things ;  for  that 
we  thereby  declare  our  good  opinion  of  him,  as  only 
able,  and  very  willing  to  do  us  good ;  for  that  we 
render  him  his  juft  honour  and  due ;  we  comply  with 
his  earned  defires,  we  promote  his  gracious  defigns 
of  mercy  and  kindnefs  toward  us.     Hence  it  is 
that  every  where  in  holy  Scripture  God  fo  highly  Pfai.cxin. 
commends,  fo  greatly  encourages  this  duty  of  truft-fii*^^^* 
ing  alone  in  him;  that  he  fo  ill  refents,  and  fox«i'i. i«. 
ftrongly  deters  from  the  breach  or  omiffion  thereof ;  xx^J^"*  «'. 
Thus  faith  the  Lordy  Cur  fed  be  the  man  that  irufleth  /«cxxy.  i. 
man^  and  maketh  fiefh  his  arm^  and  whofe  heart  //^- Txl^I^/xci. 
partethfrom  the  Lord:  for  hefhall  be  like  the  heath  in^-  <^»X'"-  «• 
the  defarti  andfhall  not  fee  when  good  cometh ;  but  fhall^T.i'.c^u 
inhabit  the  parched  places  in  the  wilder nefsy  in  a  fait  ^^^ 
land  and  not  inhabited.     Blejfed  is  the  man  that  truftethwLi\:\,j. 
in  the  Lord^  and  whofe  hope  the  Lord  is  :  for  he  fhall^^^-J^  ^ 
be  as  a  tree  platited  by  the  waters^  and  that  fpreadethnyii.  s,6,* 
out  her  roots  by  the  river y  and  fljall  not  fee  when  heat^^' 
Cometh ;  but  her  leaf  fhall  be  green  \  and  fhall  not  be 
careful  in  the  year  of  droughty  neither  fhall  ceafe  from 
yielding  fruit :  thus  m  that  place,  thus  in  innumer-. 
able  others  we  are  threatened  not  only  with  difap- 
pointment  and  bad  fuccefs  in   our  undertakings, 
but  with  fevere  puniftiment,  if  we  betake  ourfelves 
to  other  fuccours,  and  negleft  or  diftruft,  or,  in  fo 
doing,  defert  God  :  but  are  encouraged,  not  only 
with  affurance  of  profperous  fuccefs,  but  of  addi- 
tional rewards,  if  entirely  in  our  proceedings  we  de- 
pend upon  and  adhere  to  God.    Thus  we  Ihould  do 
m  all,  even  our  moft  common  and  ordinary,  affairs, 
which  no  lefs  than  the  reft  are  fubjeft  to  his  power, 
and  governed  by  his  care.     For  you  know  how  St. 
James  doth  reprehend  it  as   a  piece   of  naughty ^J^"***^' 
boafting  and  arrogance,  to  fay,  ^he  morrow  we  wilP^^^iy-iS' 

SO 
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s  E  R  M.^^  to  this  cityy  and  flay  there  a  year^  and  trade  and 
IV.     gain  ;  inftead  of  faying,  if  the  Lord  willj  we  fhall  Iwe^ 

■  and  do  this  or  that ;  that  is,  to  refolve  upon,  under- 

take, or  profecute  any  affair  without  fubmiflion  to 
God's  will,  and  dependance  on  his  providence  :  but 
efpecially  we  ought,  in  matters  and  aftions  more 
fpiritual,  to  praftife  this  duty  ;  for  that  to  the  per- 
forming of  thefe,  we  have  of  ourfelves  a  peculiar  im- 
potence and  unfitnefs;  needing  therefore  a  more 
fpecial  afliftance  from  our  Loi3;  that  the  fuccefs 
.  of  them  more  particularly  depends  upon  him  ;  that 
the  glory  of  them  in  an  efpecial  manner  is  appro- 
priate, and,  as  it  were,  confecrate  to  him. 

If  it  be  a  folly  and  a  crime,  to  think  we  can  do 
any  thing  without  God,  it  is  much  more  fo  to  think 
we  can  do  any  thing  good  without  him  j  it  is  an 
arrogance,  it  is  an  idolatry,  it  is  a  facrilege  much 
more  vain  and  wicked  to  do  fo  ^.  To  imagine  that 
we  can,  by  the  force  of  our  own  reafon  and  refolu- 
tion,  achieve  any  of  thofe  mod  high  and  hard  en- 
terprifes,  to  which  by  the  rules  of  virtue  and  piety 
we  are  engaged  ;  that  we  can,  by  our  own  conduft 
and  prowefs,  encounter  and  withftand,  defeat  and 
vanquifh  thofe  fo  crafty,  fo  mighty  enemies  of  our 
falvation,  (our  own  flethly  defires,  the  menaces  and 
allurements  of  the  world,  the  Heights  and  powers  of 
darknefs,)  is  much  a  worfe  prefiimption,  than  in 
other  affairs  of  great  eft  difficulty  to  expeft  fuccefs 
without  the  divme  afliftance  and  bleffing,  than  in 

pfai.  xiiv.  other  moft  dangerous  battles  to  think  we  can,  by 
our  own  bow^  and  by  our  ownfpear^fave  ourfelves -y  that 
we  can  obtain  viftory  otherwife,  than  from  his  hand 
and  difpofal,  who  is  the  Lord  of  hofts.  Reafon  tells 
us,  and  experience  alfo  fhews,  and  our  Saviour  hath 

Jtthn  XV,  5.  exprefsly  faid  it.  That  (in  thefe  things)  zvithout  him 
(without  his  efpecial  influence  and  bleffing)  we  can 

irf«|i»?.  Ant,  iii.  13. 

do 
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do  nothings  he  tells  us,  that  we  are  but  branches, s  e  r  m. 
inferted   into  him ;    fo  that,   without   continually     iv. 

drawing  fap  from  him,  we  can  have  no  life  or  vigour 

fpiritual.     The  wifeft  and  beft  of  men  have,  by 
their  pradtice,  taught  us  to  acknowledge  fo  much ; 
to  depend  wholly  upon  him,  to  afcribe  all  to  him  in 
this  kind.    IVhy  (fay  St.  Peter  and  St.  John)  do  ^^A£bm.  la. 
wonder  at  this?  or  why  gaze  ye  upon  uSy  as  if  by  our^^' 
own  power  or  piety  we  had  made  this  man  walk  ? — His 
name,  (the  name  of  Jefus)  through  faith  in  his  name^ 
hath  made  this   man  flrong:   that   acknowledgment 
indeed  concerns  a  miraculous  work ;  but  fpiritual 
works  are  in  reality  no  lefs,  they  requiring  as  much 
or  more  of  virtue  fupernatural,  or  the  prefent  inter* 
pofition  of  God*s  hand  to  effeft  them  j  they  make 
lefs  fhcw  without,  but  need  as  great  efficacy  within  : 
fo  our  Saviour,  it  leems,  did  imply,  when  he  faid. 
He  that  believes  in  me^  the  works  that  I  do  hefhall  doy  John  xiv. 
and  greater  works  than  thefe.     Every  good  and  faith-'** 
fill  man   doth  not  work  miracles;  yet  fomewhat 
greater,  it  feems,  by  the  grace  of  Chrift,  he  performs : 
however,  to  thefe  St.  Paul  referred,  when  he  af- 
firmed, I  can  do  all  things  in  Chrifl  that  frengtheneth?hi\.w.ii. 
me ;  nothing  was  fo  hard  that  he  feared  to  attempt, 
that  he  defoaired  to  mafter  and  go  through  with  by 
the  help  of  Chrift  ;  and,iVo/,  faith  he  again,  that  w^aCor.m.5. 
are  fufficient  of  ourf elves  to  think  any  thin^  of  ourf elves  ; 
but  our  fufficietuy  ts  of  God :  he  was  as  ienfible  of  his 
own  ixiability,  as  he  was  confident  in  the  gracious 
help  of  Chrift.   Thus  ftiould  we  do  all  things  in  the 
name  of  Jefus  ;  and  it  is  not  only  a  duty  to  do  it, 
but  it  may  be  a  great  encouragement  to  us,  that  we 
are  capable  of  doing  it ;  a  great  comfort  to  confider, 
that  in  all  honeft  undertakings  we  have  fo  ready  ^.^ 
and  fo  fure  an  aid  to  fecond  and  further  us  in  them  ^  tin]  i^^*' 
confiding  in  which,  nothing  is  fo  difficult,  but  we^*"-*^*' 
may  eafily  accomphlh;  (a  ^ratn  of  faith  will  be  able  Luke  xvh. 
to  remove  mountains ;)  nothmg  is  fo  hazardous,  but  Jj^^^  ^^.^ 
we  may  fafely  venture  on  \  (walking  on  thefea^  treading  29. 

upoiv 
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6  E  R  M.uponferpenfs  and  fcorpionSj  daring  'all  the  power  of  the 
IV.     enemy,)    In  his  name  we  may,  if  our  duty  or  good 

reafon  calls  us  forth  (how  fmall  and  weak  foever, 

Lukex.  i9.jjoyy  dcftitute  focvcT  of  dcfenfivc  arms,  or  weapons 
ofFcnfive,)  naked  and  unarmed,  with  a  fling  and  a 
ftone,  go  out  againft  the  biggcft  and  belt  armed 
Philiftine,  nothing  doubting  of  viftory  :  our  weak- 
nefs  itfelf  (if  we  be  humbly  confcious  and  fenfible 
thereof)  will  be  an  advantage  to  us  (as  it  was  to  St. 
a  Cbr.  xii.  Paul ;)  to  all  effeds  and  purpofes,  the  grace  of  our  fjord 
>  will  befufficientfor  us,  if  we  apply  it,  and  truft  therein. 

But  farther, 

VI.  To  do  in  another's  name  may  denote,  to  do 
it  with  fuch  regard  to  another,  that  we  acknowledge 
(that,  I  fay,  we  heartily  and  thankfully- acknow- 
ledge) our  hope  of  profpering  in  what  we  do  ;  our 
expeftation  of  acceptance,  favour,  or  reward  to  be 
grounded  on  him ;  that  they  are  procured  by  his 
merits  and  means,  arc  beftowed  only  for  his  fake. 
John  xiv.  Thus  our  Saviour  bids  us  to  offer  our  prayers  in  his 
xll^zhzi-^^^^'*  that  is,  reprefenting  tmto  God  his  meritorious 
performances  in  our  behalf,  as  the  ground  of  our 
accefs  to  God,  of  our  hope  to  obtain  irom  him  what 
Eph.  V.  20.  we  requeft.  So  alfo  We  are  enjoined  to  give  thanks 
"'•  *'•  /;;  his  name  ;  that  is,  with  perfualion  and  acknow- 
ledgment, that  only  in  refpeft  to  him  we  become 
capable  to  receive  or  enjoy  any  good  thing ;  that, 
in  cfFeft,  all  the  bleflings  by  divine  mercy  vouch- 
fafed  us  have  been  procured  by  him  for  us,  are 
through  him  conveyed  unto  us.  And  thus  alfo  we 
fhould  do  all  things  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  offering 
all  our  deeds  to  God,  as  facrifices  and  feryices  un- 
worthy of  acceptance,  both  in  themfelves,  and  as 
proceeding  from  us ;  but  pleafing  and  acceptable 
to  God  only  for  his  fake.  We  fliould  do  well,  upon 
all  occafions,  to  remember  our  natural  condition, 
and  the  general  ftate  of  mankind  ;  fuch  as  it  was 
before  he  did  undertake,  fuch  as  it  would  have  con- 
tinued ftill,  had  he  not  undertaken  for  it  j   that 

our 
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Our  nice  had  forfeited  and  was  fallen  from  God*s  s  e  r  m. 
favour ;    having  injured  him  beyond  all  power  of     iv. 
making  him  any   reparation  or  fatisfaftion ;    that  ■. 

thence  it  was  fecluded  from  all  means  and  hopes  ap- Ron^."**- 
parent  of  happinefs,  was  expofed  and  tended  down- g^.  uj/jV. 
right  unto  mifery;  that  we  confequently  had  no 
ground  to  hope  that  God  (from  whom,  no  lefs  in 
mind  and  in  deed,  than  by  reafon  of  our  guilt  and 
ftatc  of  condemnation,  we  were  eftranged,)  would,  in 
l;indnefs,  bcftow  any  good  upon  us,  or  from  us  ac- 
cept favourably  any  thing  we  (hould  db.  But  that, 
by  our  Saviour's  performances,  the  cafe  is  altered ; 
he,  bjr  his  entire  obedience,  having  fo  pleafed  God, 
by  his  patient  fubmiffion  to  God's  will,  having  fo 
appeafed  his  anger,  and  fatisfied  his  juftice,  that  God 
is  not  only  reconciled,  but  hath  an  efpecial  favour, 
bears  an  earned  good-will  toward  us.  That  now 
the  good  things  we  poffefs,  we  may  truly  efteem  as 
bleffings,  and  enjoy  them  with  real  comfort,  as  pro- 
ceeding from  mercy  and  kindnefs;  now  what  we^^*|.'-^^' 
honeftly  endeavour,  we  may  hope  (hall  pleafe  God^iiL  12"'  '^* 
now  we  have  a  free  accefs  to  God,  and  may  cheer- ]^'  iwrwW- 
lully  prefent  our  facrifices  of  duty  and  devotion,Eph.i.6, 
with  a  foil  perfuafion  that  they  (hall  be  accepted. 
But  all  this  happinefs,  all  thefe  favours  and  privi- 
leges, we  muft  always  remember  to  come  from  tfte 
continued  procurement  and  mediation  of  the  Be- 
loved ;  fo  as  ever  to  be  ready  to  acknowledge  it, 
and  to  return  our  thanks  therefore.  To  this  fenfe 
that  our  Apoftle  here  had  an  efpecial  regard,  the 
words  immediately  following  imply — Doing  all  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  Jefus^  gi'^i^ig  thanks  to  God  and  the 
Faihef'y  by  him ;  that  is,  in  all  things  we  do,  taking 
occafion  to  render  thanks  to  God,  as  for  his  fake 
being  merciful  and  bountiftil  to  us ;  beftowing  upon 
us  the  good  we  enjoy,  blefling  our  endeavours,  ac- 
cepting our  performances.  We  muft  not  conceit, 
that  any  regard,  any  mercy,  any  favour,  any  reward 
is  due  to  us  in  equity,  is  in  efFeft  conferred  upon  u$,^ 

upon 
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s  E  R  M.upon  our  perfonal  fcore;  (for,  how  mean  things  arc 
IV.     we  in  comparifon  of  his  great nefs ;  how  vile  and 

filthy  things  mull  we  appear  to  his  moft  pure  and 

all-difcerning  eyes  ;  how  unworthy  of  his  regard  and 
of  his  affeftion  muft  we  needs  take  ourfelves  to  be, 
if  we  do  but  well  confider,  and  are  acquainted  with 
ourfelves  ?)  but  that  in  him  (i.  e.  for  his  fake,  and 
Eph.i.3.6.  by  his  means)  God  hath  ble£ed  us  with  all  fpiritual 
buffings^  in  him  f;^«fiTW(nv  ^'fxaj,  God  hath  favour edy 
and  caft  his  grace  upon  m\  valuing  us  notwith- 
ftanding  all  our  imperfedlions ;  loving  us  notwith- 
» (landing  all  the  fpots  with  which  we  are  defiled  \  not- 
withftanding  all  the  offences  we  have  committed ; 
for  the  relation  and  alliance  we  have  to  Jefus.  Nor 
muft  we  look  on  our  fervices  (the  beft  we  are  able 
to  perform)  as  in  themfelves  grateful  or  fatisfaftory : 
for  all  of  them,  if  we  mark  them  well,  we  (hall  find 
not  only  quite  unprofitable  to  God,  but  very  defedive 
in  many  refpeds ;  for,  who  can  fay,  he  performs 
any  thing  both  in  kind,  in  manner,  in  degree  tho- 
roughly right  and  good  ;  with  that  ardency  of  love 
he  owes  to  God,  with  that  purity  of  intention,  with 
that  carneft  vigour  of  fpirit,  with  that  undiftradtcd- 
nefs  of  mind,  with  which  he  (hould  perform  it  ?  No; 
in  all  our  flock  wfe  cannot  pick  out  a  facrifice  entire 
aod  unblemilbed;  fuch  as  God  requires,  fuch  as 
duty  exadls  of  us.  They  need  therefore  (all  our 
fervices  need)  to  be  commended  and  completed  by 
the  beloved  Son's  perfeftly  well-plea(ing  perform- 
Hcb.  V\\.  ances ;  they  need  to  be  cleanfed  and  hallowed,  by  • 
*^'  paflSng  through  the  hands  of  our  moft  holy  and  un- 

defiled  High-prieft ;  to  become  fweet  and  favoury 
Epb.  T.  2.  (or  to  receive  that  oc/Aiiir  cuw^iaj ,  which  St.  Paul  fpeaks 
Rev.  viiisof )  from  being  offered  up  in  his  cenfer.  In  fine,  as  all 
^'  our  aAions  (hould,  in  our  intention,  be  works  of  re- 

ligion dedicated  to  God's  fcrvice  and  honour;  facri- 
fices,  as  it  were,  of  gratitude  and  homage  to  God  ; 
fo  they  ought  all  to  be  offered  up  in  the  name  of 
Jefus.     I  add  farther, 

VII. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Of  doing  all  in  the  Name  of  Chriji.  1 1 3 

VII.  Laftly,  that  to  do  in  the  name  of  Jefus,SERM. 
may  well  imply  doing  with  invocation  of  him  :  thus     iv. 

we  may  underftand  that  place  of  St.  James,  where 

the  elders  are  advifed  to  pray^  and  anoint  thefick  in  tbei^^-  ▼•  h- 
Lord*s  name  J  for,  to  anoint   them,  imploring  our 
Lord's  bleffing  upon  them,  and  upon  thofe  means  ufed 
for  their  cure.     And  thus  St.  Chryfoftom  expounds 
the  words  ;  do  all  in  Jefus's  name,  that  is,  faith  he, 
imploring  bint  for  your  helper  in  all  things  ;  always  firji 
praying  to  him,  undertake  your  bujitiefs^.  Doing  thus, 
wiU  indeed  Chriften  and  confecrate  our  aft  ions  \  for 
iUl  things,  faith  our  Apoftle,  are  fan6iified  by  the  wordx  Tim.  It. 
of  God,  and  prayer  \  that  is,  by  God's  bieffing  im-^* 
plored,  and  obtained  by  prayer ;  or,  if  God's  word 
be  there  taken  for  his  law,  or  revealed  will,  it  is 
there  iRgnified,  that  our  aftions  are  not  only  fanfti- 
fied  by  their  lawfulnefsj  or  confonnity  to  that  good 
rule,  God's  declared  will  j  but  alfo  by  the  invoca- 
tion of  his  name  j  however,  all  our  adions,  it  feems, 
are  unhallowed  and  profane,  if  not  accompanied  with 
devotion"*.  That  to  do  thus  is  our  duty,  appears  by 
thofe  frequent   injunftions,  to  pay  indefinently,  to*'^^-^- 
pray  always,  to  abide  inftantly  i^t  prayer ;  which  do  notLuk.xvMi.T. 
only  import,  that  we  fliould  pray  often,  and  con-^^'^l'*'- 
tinue  with  patience  and  earneftnefs  in  prayer ;  but  EitTiyif.  " 
that  we  (bould  annex  it  to,  or  interpofe  it  among,  all 
our  aAions,  undertaking  nothing  (at  leaft  of  con- 
fideration  or  moment)  without  it.    We  fnould  do  it 
(our  Saviour  commands)  iv  w-am  xa»fw,  that  is,  onuxkcxiiB. 
every  occafion :  and  St.  Paul  gives  the  lame  direftion ; 
Praying,  lays  he,  fv  varr\  xcttjuJ,  on  all  opportunities ^z^\\.mu\%. 

'  Jn  locum.      Avro9  xuXuf  pwiSi^,  sTt  ^arr^y  ^rp^ripov  otvTtS  tvxpi^tpo;, 
MTV  TVf  ^^aiYfAcir»i>9, 

■  AiT  wiayii  t?c  vfo^tu^  v^onyu^ttf  t>j»  vr^octv^rit,      AT,  Ercm,  » 

Tdaat  avn^d^^^^i  "^^^  >'  X'P^*'  ^Z^'"  airarruvf     CbryJ, 

l^  xcu  CfAM^v,i^  fcfTftXtf  vfofyfjcaroq  Sio>  dii  TkH  xaXba-hv.   Plato.  Tim, 
r/d.  Efift,  H.j^rr,  Efiet.  ii.  i8. 

VOL.  II.  I  ""ditb 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


114  Of  doing  all  in  the  Name  of  Cbrifl. 

8  E  R  yi.with  all  prayer  and fupplicaiian  infpirit;  (in  fpirit,  that 
IV.     is,  I  take  it,  /;;  our  hearts  at  leaft,  and  with  fecret 
■  elevations  of  our  mind,  if  not  with  our  mouth  and 
.Ep^j:^'9.voice.)    And  more  explicitly  otherwhere  faith  he, 
phiUv!6,7.5^  careful  for  nothings  but  in  every  thing  (\n  all  your 
'£v  7ra>T/.    aifairs)  by  prayer  and fupplication^  with  tbankfgiving,  /p/ 
your  requejls  be  made  known  to  God*".    And  thus  to  do 
(to  accompany  all  our  undertakings  with  prayer)  we 
jobxviii.7.are  indeed  concerned  upon  many  accounts.     We 
iiof*x*6.'*need  God's  direftion  (being  ourfclvcs  very  blind 
Prov.  i.  25.  and  ignorant)  in  the  choice  of  what  wfe  attempt ; 
mi  cvi.    that  our  ends  and  defigns  may  be  good,  condu* 
13.  xvi.  7.  cible  to  God's  honour,  and  our  own  true  advantage. 
cxVi!\^^'  For,  as  the  Prophet  tells  us,  ^he  way  of  man  is  not 
jer.  X.  23.  ;);  himfelf  neither  is  it  in  man  that  Walketh  to  direil  bis 
Prov.  XX.  jfeps  .  and,  as  the  Wife  Man  adds,  Mans  goings  are 
24.  XU.9.  qJt  ffjg^  i^gy^  ,^  how  then  can  a  man  underfiand  his  awn 
way  ?  (implying,  fince  God  only  knows  what  is  beft 
for  us,  that  we  of  ourfelves  without  his  direftion 
know  not  what  to  do,  whither  to  go.)    The  holy 
Pfalmift  fignifies  the  fame  in  thofe  words,  (very  en- 
r\A.  xiT.  couraging  to  the  praftice  of  this  d\ity)'What  mah  is 
^"*  ^'        he  that  feareth  the  Lord  ?  (that  feareth  him,  that  is, 
who  worfliippeth  him,  and  feeketh  his  guidance,)  ^/w 
f})all  he  teach  in  the  tvay  that  he  fhall  cboofe.     We 
need  alfo  (being  ourfelves  not  only  weak  and  infirm, 
but  inconftant  and  unftable)  God's  affiftance,  and 
upholding  hand  in  the  purfuance  of  our  weM-chofen 
defigns,  (that  we  may  ufe  the  beft  means,  and  pro- 
ceed in  a  ftraight  courfe ;  that  we  may  perfift;  up- 
right and  fteady  in  our  proceedings,)  that  which  the 
AVife  Man  feems  to  call,  the  eftablifliing  of  our 
thoughts  and  promifes,  as  a  confcquence,  upon  our 
Iccking  God's  affiftance  in  our  aftions,  and  relying 

^  Bene  ac  fapienter  ftoajores  inftituerunt,  ut  renim  agendaniin, 
ita  dicendi  initium  a  precationibus  caperetur ;  quod  nihil  rite, 
nihilque  providenter  homines  (ine  Deorum  immorUliuin  ope, 
confilio,  honorc  aufpicarcntur.  Plin.  inPamg. 

thereon  % 
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thereon ;  Commit^  faith  he,  thy  works  unto  the  Lordj  s  E  R  M. 
and  tiy  thoughts  Jhall  be  eJlaMJhed -,  (thou  (halt  drive     iv. 

on  thy  good  purpofes  fteadily,  without  flumbling 

or  falling;  at  leaft  irrecoverably.)     So  the  PfalmiftP'^^-^^'^-J. 
aflures  us  concerning  a  good  man  ;  The  fieps  of  ^Pf.  xxxvii. 
good  man  are  ordered  by  the  Lord ;  none  of  his  feps^^*^^ 
Jhall  flide :  though  be  fall,  he  Jhall  not  utterly  be  cajl 
down  ;  for  the  Lord  uphqldeth  him  with  his  hand.    We 
alfo  farther,  as  to  the  final  fucc^fs  of  our  affairs, 
(land  in   need  of  God*s  bleJfing  j    that  he,  upon 
whofe   will  altogether  depends  the  difpofal  of  all 
events,  (hould  bcftow  a  good  iflTue  unto  our  endea* 
vc^rs,  that  they  prove  not  matter  of  difcourage- 
mcnt   or  difcomfort   to  us;    that  which  alfo  the 
Pfalmift  aflures  us  of  obtaining,  upon  condition  of 
our   imploring  and  depending  upon  God  for  it : 
Commit  thy  way^  (aitb  he,  u^ito  the  Lord;  trufl  alfo  //rPf.xxxvii. 
bim^  andbe  fhaU  bring  it  to  pafs.     We  do  thus  needf^"'**^" 
in  all  our  affairs  the  direftion,  afliftancc,  and  ble(fing 
of  our  Lord ;.  but  fhall  not  have  them  without 
prayer ;  for  the  rule  is,  AJk  and  have^feek  arid  Jind.Loktxi  9, 
Without  afking  we  are  not  likely  to  obtain  thofcj^    .^ 
gifts;  without  feeking  we  muft  not  hope  to  find  13." 
tho(c  benefits  from  God.    If  we  are  fo  proud  as  to^^^'  *^'°- 
think  wc  do  not  need  them,  or  (b  negligent  as  not 
to  mind  them,  or  fo  diftruftfiil  of  the  divine  power 
or  goodne(s,  that  we  imagine  he  cannot  or  will  not 
afford  them  to  us,  we  arc  like  to  be  fo  unhappy  as 
to   want  them.    God  expeAs  from  us,   that   We 
(hould,  in  whatever  we  do<  acknowledge  him  :  (it  is 
the  Wife  Man's  cxpreffion.  In  all  thy  ivays  acknozv-  P^oV'  »i-  «• 
kdge  bimy  and  he  Jhall  direct  th^  paths  ;)  acknowledge 
him  as  the  only  faithful  guide  and  counfellor  ;  as 
the  only  fufficient  helper  and  proteftor ;  as  the  only 
free  arlMtrator  and  donor  of  good  fuccefs.     Nothing 
therefore  is  weU  done,  which  is  not  thus  done :  wc 
cannot  be  fatisfied  in  what  we  do  ;  we  cannot  hope 
for  a  comfortable  end  thereof;   we  cannot  ex'pcd 
a  bleflin^  from  God,  if  we  have  refufed,  or  if  we 
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s  E  R  M.  have  ncgledted  the  recommending  our  proceedings 
IV.      to  his  care.     We  can,  I  fay,  do  nothing  ;  not  eat, 

: —  not  fleep,  not  trade,  not  travel,  not  ftudy  with  any 

true  content,  any  reafonable  fecurity,  any  fatif- 
faftory  hope^  if  we  have  not  firft  humbJy  implored 
God's  favour  j  committing  ourfelves  and  our  bufi- 
nefs  into  his  hand,  that  hand  which  difpenfeth  all 
good,  which  alone  can  keep  off  all  danger  and  mif- 
Gen.  xxiv.  chief  from  us,  God  Jhall  fend  his  Angel  before  thee  : 
^'  fo  did  our  father  Abraham  fend  his  fervant  about 

his  bufinefs ;  having  queftionlefe  before  commended 
Gen.  xiiii.  jt  to  God  by  prayer.  God  Almighty  give  you  mercy 
^^'  before  the  man:   fo  did  Jacob  give  his  fons  thcu' 

difpatches  toward  Egypt.     In  uich  a  manner  did 
we  enter  upon  all  our  affairs,  we  could  not  but 
be  full  of  hope,  and  void  of  care  concerning  them  ; 
for  that  commonly  we  arc  fo  full  of  anxiety  about 
the  event  of  what  we  imdertake,  whence  doth  it 
arife,  but  from  our  negledt  of  this  duty  ?  for,  having 
committed  our  bufinefs  into  fo  fure  a  hand,  how 
could  we  farther  be  folicitous  about  it  ?     Had  we, 
1  Pet.  V.  ^.  according  to  St.  Peter's  advice,  cq/i  our  care  upon  the 
vfai.  iv.  22.jr^^;.j.  Of  ^^  ^^jr  burden  upon  him^  (as  the  Pfalmift 
^^^\j,*;^°  exhorts  usj)  had  we  duly  ibught  and  invoked  him, 
ixx. 4.       wlio  never  faileth  them  that  feek  himy'who  is  nigh  to 
pfai.  cxiv.  all  them  that  call  upon  him  ;  we  (hould  not  have  fuch 
cxii.  7, 8.  ^  ^^^  of  troublefome  care  reding  upon  us ;  our 
hearts  would   be   light    and   firee   as  to  all   thefe 
things  i    we  (hould  be  fecure,  that  nothing  very 
bad,  or  difaflrous,  could  befall  us ;  we  (hould  ex- 
perience it  true,  what  the  Prophet  affirms  in  that 
ifa.xxvi. j.prayer  or  pfalm   to  God;    Tpou  wilt  keep  him  in 
Phil.  iv.  6.  p^jTgff  peacey  whofe  mind  is  flayed  on  thee :  Be  careful 
for  nothingy  St.  Paul  bids   us;  but  in    every   thing 
let  your  requefls  be  made  known  fo  God :  if  we  per- 
form the  latter  part,  the  former  will  naturally  be 
confequent  thereon*    Thus,  in  the  laft  place,  (hould 
we  do  all  things  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  f upon  all 
occafions  praying  to  him,  or,  which  is  all  one,  to 

God 
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God  in  his  name,)  which  that  we ^ may  do,  (thatsKRM. 
we  are  allowed  and  -encouraged  to  do  it)  is  alfo  a     iv. 
privilege,  and  an  advantage  unvaluable.  » 

In  io  many  ways  and  particular  refpefts  may 
we,  and  ought  we  to  perform  all  we  do  in  the 
name  of  Jefus  :  we  (hould  do  every  thing  out  of 
grateful  affedion  and  refpedt  to  him,  as  our  chief  ^ 
principle ;  every  thing  as  his  fervants,  aiming  efpe- 
cially  at  the  pleafing  of  him  and  promotmg  his 
honour,  as  our  principal  end  ;  every  thing  ac- 
cording to  his  will  and  commandment,  as  our  con- 
ftant  rule ;  every  thing  after  his  example,  as  our 
beft  pattern ;  every  thing  in  confidence  of  his 
gracious  affiftance  and  blefling,  as  our  only  ftrength 
and  fupport ;  everj^  thing  with  hope  of  acceptance 
purely  upon  his  account ;  every  thing  with  thank- 
ful (enfe  and  acknowledgment  to  God  for  the 
mercies  and  favours  conveyed  unto  us  by  his 
means^  conferred  upon  us  for  his  fake ;  every  thing 
with  humble  invocation  of  him,  or  with  prayer 
to  God  in  his  name  :  in  fum,  every  thing  with  a 
due  and  proper  regard  had  to  him ;  fo  that  he 
be  not  pafled  over  or  left  out  in  any  thing  we  un- 
dertake ;  but  come  always  into  confideration,  ac-r 
cording  as  our  relations  to  him  and  our  obliga- 
tions to  him  do  require.  In  the  performances  of 
which  duties  the  life  indeed  of  our  religion  (of 
all  our  good  pr^ftice,  of  all  our  devotion,)  doth  con- 
fill. 

To  all  this  I  (hall  only  fubjoin  the  mention  of 
one  general  duty,  implied  in  all  and  each  of  thofo 
we  have  propounded,  which  is  this  : 

VIII.  That  our  Lord  Jefus  (hould  be  frequently 
(and  in  a  manner  continually ;  always,  as  to  the 
habitual  dirpo(ition  of  our  fouls,  actually  upon  all 
fit  occafions)  prefent  to  our  minds  and  thoughts. 
This,  I  (ay,  is  plainly  implied  in  the  former  duties. 
For,  how  is  it  poflSble  we  (hould  perform  all  our 
adions  (yea,  utter  all  our  words,)  with  any  fort  of 

1 3  regard 
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$  E  R  M. regard  to  him,  if  we  feldotn  think  of  him  ?  Such  is 
IV*     the  nimblenefs  and  activity  of  our  minds,  that  it  is 

>  feafible  enough  to  do  thus  ;  and,  in  refpeft  to  other 

objefts,  we  commonly  experience  it  done;  for  animus 
ejl  ubi  amat ;  whatever  we  aflfeft,  our  mind,  however 
otherwife  employed,  will  be  thinking  on  it,  it  is 
hard  to  reftrain  our  thoughts  from  it  \  (the  covetous 
man's  heart  will  be  among  his  bags  ;  the  voluptuous 
man's  mind  will  be  in  his  diflies  ;  the  ftudious  per- 
fbn  will  be  mufing  on  his  notions,  do  he  what  he  can : ) 
why  then  may  we  not  as  well,  as  often  direft  our 
minds  toward  our  Lx)rd,  and  mix  the  remembrance 
of  him  with  all  other  employments  or  entertain- 
ments of  our  thoughts  ?   To  do  fo  is  furely  very  re- 
quifite,  and  very  expedient  toward  our  good  prac- 
tice.    Things  far  diftant,  or  long  abfent,  can  have 
fmall  efficacy,  or  influence:  it  is  fo,  we  fee,  in  natural, 
and  it  is  no  lefs  fo  in  moral  caufalities  ;  wherein  re- 
prefentation  to  the  fancy  and  memory  have  a  force 
anfwerable  to  that,  which  real  conjunction  and  ap- 
proximation have  in  nature.     As  the  heat  and  light 
of  the  fun,  the  farther  he  goes,  and  the  longer  he 
flays  from  us,  do  the    more,  proportionably,  de- 
creafe ;    fo  according  to   our  lefs   frequently   and 
lefs  ferioufly  thinking  upon  any  objeft,  our  affeftion 
and  our  refpeft  thereto  decay.     If  therefore  we  de- 
fire,  according  to  our  duty,  to  maintain  in  our  hearts 
fuch  difpKjfitions  (due  affeftion  and  due  reverence) 
toward  Jefus ;  if  we  intend  to  fuit  our  adtions  ac- 
cordingly with  due  regard  to  him ;  we  Ihould,  in 
order  to  thofe  purpofes,  apply  this  fo  neceflary  and 
ufeful  mean,  of  frequently  bending  our  minds  to- 
ward him ;  the  doing  of  which,  in  likelihood,  will 
conduce  much  to  the  fanftifying  our  affeftions,  and 
to  the  governing  our  adtions  in  a  conftant  perform- 
ance ot  our  duty.     For  we  can  hardly  fure  (admit- 
ting we  do  ferioufly  believe  him  to  be  fuch  as  we 
profefs  to  believe  him)  with  any  competent  atten- 
tion think  of  him,  but  that  thought  will  be  apt  to 

reftrain 
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reftrain  us  from  doing  iH,  to  incite  us  to  do  well  ;3  e  r  m. 
fince  together  with  that  thought,  fome  of  his  ex-    .  iv. 

celknt  perfections,  fome  of  our  principal  relations, 

and  fome  of  our  great  obligations  to  him  (each  of 
which  hath  much  virtue  and  force  to  thofe  purpofes) 
will  interpofe  and  reprefent  themfelves.     Frequently  A£b  x.  3«. 
thinking  of  him,  we  (hall  fometimes  apprehend  him 
with  incefiant  toil  labouring  in  the  fervice  of  God, 
and  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  men  ;  fometimes  we 
(hall  imagine  him  undergoing  all  kind  of  contume- 
lies  and  bitter  pains,  fuffenng  by  the  cruel  hands 
and  tongues  of  fpiteful  men  ;  we  (hall,  as  it  were, 
behold  him  bleeding  under  the  fcourge,  and  hanging 
upon  the  crofs  for  our  fakes.    Sometimes  he  will  ap- 
pear to  our  minds  crowned  with  majefty,  reigning 
m  fovereign  power  and  glory,  having  all  things  in 
fubjeAion  under  his  feet ;  fometimes  alfo  he  will  be 
reprcfcnted  as  our  Judge,  before  whole  tribunal  we 
muft  all  (hortly  (land,  and  be  obliged  to  render  an 
account  of  all  our  doings :  which  thoughts  pafling 
through  our  minds,  will  be  apt  to  make  fome  im- 
preffion  upon  our  hearts,  to  have  fome  influence 
upon  our  adions.     For,  can  that  moft  amiable  and 
moft  venerable  idea  of  a  perfon  fo  entirely  pure  and 
holy,  fo  meek  and  humble,  fo  full  of  benignity  and 
charity  toward  all  men  (particularly  toward  ourfelves) 
be  otherwife  than  apt  to  beget  fome  efpecial  love 
and  reverence  toward  hifn  ;  than  incline  us  ftrongly 
to  do  well,  yea,  than  teach  us  what  and  how  we 
'  (hould  do  fo,  in  conformity  to  fuch  a  pattern  fet 
before  us  ?  it  occurring  to  our  thoughts,  that  he  is 
our  Lord  and  Mafter  (who  made  us,  and  maintains 
us ;  who  purchafed  us  to  himfelf,  and  redeemed 
us  from  milerable  flavery  by  his  own  heart-blood ;) 
how  can  it  fail  to  raife  in  us  fome  awe,  fome  fenfe 
of  duty  toward  him?     Will  not  the  apprehenfion 
of  what  he  did  and  what  he  fuiFered  for  us  power- 
fully mind  us,  that,  according  to  all  juftice  and 
equity,  in  all  ingenuity  and  gratitude  we  aire  bound 
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s  E  R  M.  to  do  only  that  which  will  pleafe  him  ?     If  wc 
IV.     think  of  Jefus,  when  we  arc  fetting  upon  any  aftion^ 

"  (hall  we  not  thereupon  be  apt  thus  to  interrogate 

ourfelves  ?  Shall  I  do  otherwife  than  he  did,  or 
would  have  done,  fo  rendering  myfelf  unlike  or 
contrary  to  him  ?  Shall  I  be  lo  unfaithful  to  mjr 
glorious  Mafter,  as'  to  differve  him,  or  to  negleA 
his  fervice  ?  Shall  I  be  fo  unworthy  toward  my 
gracious  Redeemer,  my  beft  friend,  my  moft  boun- 
tiful benefeidtor,  as  to  difoblige  him,  to  wrong  him, 
to  diflionour  him,  to  grieve  him  by  thus  doing? 
Shall  I  be  fo  vain  and  ra(h  as  to  crofs  him  who  is 
my  King,  able  to  control  and  fubdue  me;  as  to 
offend  him  who  is  my  Judge,  refolved  to  condemn 
and  punifh  me  ?  Shall  I  wilfully  forfeit  that  friend- 
fhip  and  favour  of  his,  upon  which  all  my  happinefs 
doth  depend  ?  Shall  I  procure  his  difpleafure  and 
enmity,  from  which  my  utter  ruin  muft  inevitably 
follow?  Such  confiderations  have  a  natural  con- 
nexion with  our  frequent  thinking  upon,  and  the 
prefence  (as  it  were)  of  our  bleffed  Saviour  to  our 
minds ;  which  therefore  may  be  commended  to  us 
as  an  excellent  inftrument  of  bettering  our  hearts 
and  our  lives. 

To  conclude  :  Let  us  all  always  remember,  and 
confider,  that  we  are  Chriflians  related  unto  Chrift 
Jefus,  and  called  by  his  name,  and  as  ib,  in  his 
name  let  us  do  all  things. 

Lord  of  all  power  and  might ;  who  art  the  author  and 
giver  of  all  good  things  ;  graft  in  our  hearts  the  love 
cf  thy  name ;  increafe  in  us  true  religion ;  nourijh  us 
with  all  goodnefs  ;  and  of  thy  great  mercy  keep  us  in 
the  fame ;  through  Jefus  Cbrifi  our  Lord. 


SERMON 
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SERMON     V. 

Of  being  Imitators  of  Chrift. 


I  GoR.  iv.  1 6. 


I  btfeecb  you  be  followers  of  me :  or,  I  exhort  you  be 
imitators  of  me  *. 

ST.  PAUL,  by  an  impartial  refleftion  upon  his  s  e  a  m. 
heart  and  life,  being  well  aflured,  that  he  by  the  y. 
divine  Spirit  was  enlightened  with  a  certain  know-  _....^ 
ledge  of  all  neceffary  truth,  and  endued  with  plen- 
tiful meafures  of  divme  grace  i  being  confcious  of  a 
fincere  zeal  in  himfelf  to  honour  God,  and  benefit 
men ;  being  fatisfied,  that  with  integrity  he  did  fuit 
his  converfation  to  the  diftates  of  a  good  confcience, 
to  the  fure  rule  of  God's  law,  and  to  the  perfed  ex- 
ample of  his  Lord ;  that  his  intentions  were  pure 
and  right,  his  aftions  warrantable,  and  the  tenor  of 
his  life  confpicuoufly  blamelefs,  doth,  upon  all  occa- 
fions  (not  out  of  any  felf-conceitednefs,  arrogance, 
or  oftentation,  from  which  he,  by  firecjuent  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  own  defedts  and  his  mifcarriages,  and 
by  afcribing  all  the  good  he  had,  or  did,  to  the  grace 
and  mercy  of  God,  doth  fufEciently  clear  himfelf; 


napaxa^fil  v^q  ftifuiTai  ^lM  yma^u 
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s  E  R  M.  but  from  an  earhcft  dclire  to  glorify  God,  and  edify 
V.      his  difciples)  defcribe,  and  fet  forth  his  own  praftice, 
■  propofing  it  as  a  rule,  prefling  it  upon  them  as  an 

argument,  an  encouragement,  an  obligation  to  the 
performance  of  feveral  dutiesT    So  by  it  he  diredeth 
and  urgetH  the  Ephefians  to  a  charitable  compliance, 
or  complaifance ;  a  fweet  and  inoffenfive  demeanour 
iCor.x. 32, toward  other:    Gwe  no  offence^  faith  he,  neither  to 
33.  iv.  16.  ^^^  Jews^  >ior  to  the  Gentiles^  rior  to  the  church  of  God  : 
even  as  I  pleafe  all  men  in  all  things y  not  feeking  my  own 
profit  J  but  the  profit  of  many^  that  they  may  be  faved:  he 
ye  followers  of  me :  fo  he  guides  and  provokes  the 
Philippians  to  endeavours  of  proficiency  in  grace, 
Phil.  iij.  16,  and  the  ftudy  of  Chriftian  perfeftion  :  Neverthelefsy 
*^  (aith  he  to  them,  whereto  we  have  already  attaifiedy  let 

us  walk  by  the  fame  nde,  let  us  mind  the  fame  thing  : 
brethren^  he  followers  together  of  me^  and  mark  fucb 
as  walkfoj  as  ye  have  us  for  an  enf ample.     By  the  like 
inftance  and  argument,  he  moveth  the  Theflalonians 
to  a  fober  and  orderly  converfation,  to  induftry  in 
their  calling,  to  fclf-dcnial,  and  a  generous  difregard 
2  TheC  iii.of  private  intereft  :  For  yourfeheSy  faith  he,  know  houd 
'•  ^'  ^'     ye  ought  to  folloiv  us :  for  we  behaved  not  ourfelves  dif^ 
orderly  among  you ;  neither  did  we  eat  any  mans  bread 
for  nought ;  but  wrought  with  labour  and  travail  day  and 
nighty  that  we  might  not  be  chargeable  to  any  of  you ;  not 
becaufe  we  have  not  pozvei'y  but  to  make  ourfelves  an  ex^ 
ample  to  you  to  follow  us.    The  fame  perfons  he  com- 
mendeth,  as  having  by  this  means  been  induced  to 
I  Thcff.  I  a  patient  conftancy  in  faith  and  good  works  :  Te 
^'  ^'        knoWy  faith  he,  what  manner  of  men  we  were  among 
you  for  your  fake  y  and  y^  became  followers  of  us,  and  of 
the  Lordy  having  received  the  zvord  in  much  affliSion. 
The  praftice  of  all  virtue  and  goodnefs  he  alfo  thus 
recommendeth  under  this  rule  and  obligation  :  Thofe 
Phil.  IT.  9.  ^ifj^g^^  which  ye  have  learned^  and  received,  and  heard, 
andfeen  in  me,  do ;  and  the  God  of  peace  fhall  be  with 
you.    Thus  in  our  text  (referring  it  to  the  context) 
he  urgeth  the  Chriftians,  his  difciples  at  Corinth,  to 
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fidefity  and  diligence  in  the  charges  and  affairs  com-  s  e  r  li. 
mitted  to  them,  to  humility,  patience,  and  charity;       v. 

wherein  he  declareth  himfelf  to  have  fet  before  them  , . 

an  evident  and  exadl  pattern.  AVhich  praftice  of 
St.  Paul  doth  chiefly  teach  us  two  things  ;  that  we 
be  careftil  to  give,  and  that  we  be  ready  to  follow 
good  example  :  the  latter  of  which  duties  more  di- 
redly  and  immediately  agreeth  to  the  intent  of  this 
place ;  and  it  therefore  I  Ihall  only  now  infift  upon : 
the  fubjedt  and  fcope  of  my  difcourfe  (hall  be  to 
fhew,  that  it  is  our  duty  and  concernment  ta  regard 
the  praftices  of  good  men,  and  to  follow  their  ex- 
ample.   To  which  purpofe  we  may  obferve, 

I.  That  it  is  the  manner  of  the  Apoftles,  upon  all 
occafions,  to  inculcate  this  duty  :  we  heard  St.  Paul : 
hear  St.  James :  Take^  faith  he,  my  brethren^  the  pro-j^m,  v.  lo. 
pbets,  zubo  have  fpohen  ht  the  name  of  the  Lor d^  for  an 
example  of  fuffering  affii£lion  :  Te  have  heard  of  the  pa-  jam.  v.  1 1. 
tience  of  Joby  and  have  feen  the  end  of  the  Lord ;  that 
the  Lord  is  very  pitiful  and  of  tender  mercy  :  and  the 
Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews:  IVe  dejire^  faith  he,  /A^/Hcb.vi.ii, 
eveiy  one  of  you  do  fhew  the  fame  diligence  to  the  full^^' 
affurance  of  hope  unto  the  end ;  that  ye  be  not  flothftdy 
hut  followers  of  them,  who  through  faith  and  patience 
inherit  the  promifes :  and  again.  Wherefore  feeing  we  Hcb.xii  i. 
are  alfo  compajjed  about  with  fo  great  a  cloud  of  wit- 
nejjes^  let  us  lay  afide  every  weighty  and  the  Jin  which 
doth  fo  eafily  befet  us^  and  let  us  run  with  patience  the 
race  that  is  fet  before  us.  And  St.  Peter ;  Te  wives ,  be  i  Pet.  iu. 
infubjeBion  to  your  own  hufbands  ;  even  as  Sarah  obeyed  **  ^* 
Abraham^  calling  him  Lfird.     And  wherever  the  emi- 
nent deeds  of  holy  men  are  mentioned,  it  is  done 
with  an  intimation  at  leaft,  or  tacit  fuppofition,  that 
we  are  obliged  to  follow  their  example. 

II.  We  may  confider  that  to  this  end  (that  we 
might  have  worthy  patterns  to  imitate)  the  goodncfs 
of  God  hath  raifed  up  in  all  ages  fuch  excellent  per- 
fons,  furnifhing  them  with  rare  endowments, aod  with 
continual  influences  of  his  grace  affifting  them,  to 
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ST  R  M,  this  purpofe,  that  they  might  not  only  inftrucft  U3 
V.      with  wholeforae  doftrine,  but  lead  us  alfo  by  good 

example  in  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs.  For  certainly 

what  St.  Paul  faith  concerning  the  fms  and  punifli- 
ments  of  bad  men,  is  no  lefs  applicable  to  the  vir- 

fCer.x.iwtuous  dceds  and  happy  examples  of  good  men  :  Alt 
thefe  things  happened  unto  them  for  enfampleSy  and  they 
are  written  for  our  admonitloHy  upon  wh^m  the  ends  of 
the  world  are  come. 

III.  I'hey  are  written  for  our  admonition :  it  was  a 
fpecial  defign  of  God's  Providence  in  recording  and 
recommending  to  our  regard  the  divine  hiftories. 
They  were  not  framed  as  inonuments  of  a  fruitlefs 
memory  and  fame  to  tKem  -,  they  were  not  propofed 
to  us  as  entertainments  of  our  curiofity,  as  objefts  of 
wonder,  as  matters  of  idle  difcourfe ;  that  uncon- 
cernedly we  (hould  gaze  upon  them,  or  talk  about 
them>  as  children  look  on  fine  gays :  but  they  are 
fet  before  us>  as  copies  to  tranlcnbe,  as  lights  to 
guide  US  in  our  way  to  happincfs^.  So  tliat  if  we 
will  not  ungratefully  fruftrate  the  intentions  of  Di- 
vine Providence  for  our  good,  we  muft  difpofe  our- 
felves  to  imitate  thofe  illuftrious  patterns  of  virtue 
and  piety. 

IV»  We  may  farther  confider>  that,  in  the  nature 
of  the  thing  itfelf,  good  example  is  of  Angular  ad- 
vant^e  to  us,  as  being  apt  to  have  a  mighty  virtue, 
efficacy,  and  influence  upon  our  praftice  :  which  con- 
fideration  (hould  much  engage  us  to  regard  it,  ap^ 
plying  it  as  an  inftrument  of  making  ourlelves  good, 
and  confcquently  of  becoming  happy.  Good  ex- 
ample is,  as  I  fay»  of  exceeding  advantage  to  praAice 
upon  many  accounts. 

WMPTvt  y^oUpif*  19  raurait;  ya^  tCj  ai  Tofv  c^eiitM  -dsn^iteu  tti^ipxo^tUy  i^ 
•ft  $Ui  rut  fiaxafiuf  uf^^Sip  dtdy^Awloi  ma^ah^ofjiitot  oTo»  i iieofif  Tt»i(  i^a- 
't^X^t  Tfis  xarak  Bum  mo^dTiia^j  ru  fAtfAVfjiali  Tuf  dyaSuf  t^ut  vpoicf uloti. 
Baf.adGrfg.  Ef,2. 

I.   Ex- 
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r.  Examples  do  more  compcndioufly,  eafily,  ands^ER  m. 
pJeafantly  inform  our  minds,  and  direft  our  praftice,  v. 
than  precepts,  or  any  other  way  or  inftrument  of  dif-— — — 
cipline.  Precepts  are  delrvered  in  an  univerfal  and 
abftracted  manner,  naked,  and  void  of  all  circum- 
flantial  attire,  without  any  intervention,  affiftance, 
or  fuffhige  of  fcnfc;  and,  confequently,  can  have  no 
vehement  operation  upon  the  fancy,  and  foon  do  fly 
the  memory ;  like  flaflies  of  lightning,  too  fubtle  to 
make  any  great  imprefSon,  or  to  leave  any  remark- 
able footfteps,  upon  what  they  encounter ;  they  muft 
be  exprelTed  in  nice  terms,  and  digefted  in  exa<% 
method  ;  they  are  various,  and  in  many  disjointed 
pieces  confpire  to  make  up  an  entire  body  of  direc- 
tion :  they  do  alfo  admit  of  divers  cafes,  and  require 
many  exceptions,  or  reftriftions,  which  to  appre- 
hend diftindly,  and  retain  long  in  memory,  needs  a 
tedious  labour,  and  continual  attention  of  mind,  to- 
gether with  a  piercing  and  fteady  judgment.  But 
good  example,  with  lefs  trouble,  more  fpeed,  and 
greater  efficacy,  caufes  us  to  comprehend  the  bu- 
fine^,  reprefenting  it  like  a  pidure  expofed  to  fenfe, 
having  the  parts  orderly  difpofed  and  completely 
united,  lliitably  clothed  and  drelTed  up  in  its  cir- 
cumftances;  contained  in  a  narrow  compafs,  and 
perceptible  by  one  glance,  fo  eafily  infinuating  itfelf 
into  the  fancy,  and  durably  refting  therein  :  in  it 
you  fee  at  once  defcribed  the  thing  done,  the  qua- 
lity of  the  aftor,  the  manner  of  doing,  the  minute 
ieafbns,  meafures,  and  adjunfts  of  the  aftion;  with 
all  which  you  might  not  perhaps  by  numerous  rules 
be  acquainted  ;  and  this  is  the  mod  facile,  familiar, 
and  delightful  way  of  inflruftion,  which  is,  by  expe- 
rience, -hiftory,  and  obfervation  of  fenfible  events. 
A  fyftem  of  precepts,  though  exquifitely  compared, 
is,  in  comparifon,  but  a  Jkeleton^  a  dry,  meagre,  life- 
lefs  bulk,  exhibiting  nothing  of  perfon,  place,  time, 
manner,  degree,  wherein  chiefly  the  flelh  and  blood, 

the 
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s  E  R  M.the  colours  and  graces,  the  life  and  foul  of  things  do 
V.     confift  y  whereby  they  pleafe,  afFeft,  and  move  us  : 

^r-^ but  example  imparts  thereto  a  goodly  corpulency,  a 

life,  a  motion,  renders  it  confpicuous,  fpecious,  and 
aftive,  transforming  its  notional  univerfahty  into  the 
reality  of  Angular  fubfiftence.  This  difcourfe  is  ve- 
rified by  various  experience ;  for  we  find  all  mafters 
of  art  and  fcience  explicating,  iliuftrating,  and  con- 
firming their  general  rules  and  precepts  by  particular 
examples.  Mathematicians  demonftrate  their  thta- 
rems  hy  fchemes  and  ^wr^r^wi,  which,  in  effect,  arc  but 
fenfible  inftancesj  orators  back  t\\tix  enihymemes  (or 
i:ational  argumentations)  with  inducimis  (or  Angular 
examples)  J  philofophers  allege  the  praftice  of  So- 
Cratcs,  Zeno,  and  the  like  perfons  of  famous  wifdom 
and  virtue,  to  authorize  their  doftrine :  politics  and 
civil  prudence  is  more  eafily  and  fweetly  drawn  out 
of  good  hiitory,  than  out  of  books  de  Republican 
Artificers  defcribe  models,  and  fet  patterns  before 
their  diiciplcs,  with  greater  fuccefs,  than  if  they 
Ihould  deliver  accurate  rules  and  precepts  to  them. 
For  who  would  not  more  reidily  learn  to  build,  by 
viewing  carefully  the  parts  and  frame  of  a  well  con- 
trived ftru(5lure,  than  by  a  ftudioils  enquiry  into  the 
rules  of  architefture  ;  or  to  draw,  by  fetting  a  good 
pifture  before  him,  than  by  merely  {peculating  upon 
the  laws  of  perfpecflive ;  or  to  write  fairly  and  expe- 
ditiouily,  by  imitating  one  good  copy,  than.by  heark- 
ening to  a  thoufand  oral  prefcriptions ;  tht  undfer* 
ftanding  of  which,  and  faculty  of  applying  them  to 
pradice,  may  prove  more  difficult  and  tedious,  than 
the  whole  pratflice  itfelf  as  direded  by  a  copy  ?  Nei- 
ther is  the  cafe  much  different  in  moral  concern* 
ments ;  one  good  example  may  reprefent  more  fully 
and  clearly  to  us  the  nature  of  a  virtue,  than  any 
verbofe  defcription  thereof  can  do :  in  fooner  timc^ 
and  with  greater  eafe,  we  may  learn  our  duty  by  re- 
garding the  deportment  of  fomc  excellent  pcrfon, 

than 
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than  by  attending  to  many  philbfophical  difcour&ss  e  r  m* 
concerning  it*=:  for  inftance,  if  we  defire  to  know  v; 
what  faith  is,  and  how  we  flioxild  rely  upon  the  Di*  .■ 
vine  Providence,  let  us  propofe  to  our  confideration 
the  pradice  of  Abraham;  wherein  we  may  fee  the 
father  of  the  faithful  leaving  a  moft  pleaiknt  country, 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  queflionlefs  moft  deac 
unto  him  under  that  notion;  deferting  his  home 
and  fixed  habitation,  his  eftate  and  patrimony,  his 
kindred  and  acquaintance,  to  wander  he  knew  not 
where  in  unknown  lands,  with  all  his  family,  leading 
an  uncertiiin  and  dnkbulatory  life  in  tents,  fojourning 
and  fhifting  among  flrange  people,  devoid  of  piety  and 
civility  (amongCanaanites  and  Egyptiins),  upon  a  bare 
confidence  in  the  Divine  protedlion  and  guidance;  we 
may  fee  him,  aged  ninety-nirie  years,  fenfible  of  his 
own  natural  impotehce,  and  an  equal  incapacity  in 
his  confort  as  to  fuch  purpofes,  yet  with  a  fleady  be-» 
lief  afluring  himfelf,  that  from  thofe  dead  ftocks  a 
numerous  progeny  (hould  fpring,  and  that  he,  who 
by  all  power  or  nature  was  unable  to  beget  one  child, 
fhouM,  by  virtue  of  God's  omnipotent  word,  be- 
come the  father  of  a  mighty  nation:  we  may  fee 
him  upon  the  firfl  fummons  of  the  Divine  com- 
mand, without  fcruple  or  hefitancy,  readily  and 
cheerfully  yielding  up  bis  only  fon,  (the  fole  ground 
of  his  hope,  and  prop  of  his  family,  to  whoJe  very 
perfon  the  promife  of  multiplication  was  affixed,)  to 


*  Xen,  Ap$mn.  4.  It  was  Xenophon*s  obfcrvation,  grounded 
upon  hifl  own  experience,  that  the  memory  of  Socfates's  conver- 
fation  did  greatly  profit  his  acquaintance.  (T^  /xi^w(y5»»  fA  wafoplof 
w  fiuxfct  i^^tAtr  TGvf  tlct^itai  avrta  ovftTici^,)  And  Seneca  (kith^  that 
the  crowd  of  pbiloiq>her8,  which  followed  t(ie  fame  wife  man,  de« 
med  more  of  their  ethics  from  his  manners  than  his  words  (plus 
ex  moribtis,  quam  ex  verbis  Socratis  traxit).  Sen,  Ep,  11.  And 
he  that  (hall  refle6l  upon  the  ftory  concerning  his  behaviour,  when 
he  was  by  malicious  en\'y  pcrfecuted  to  death,  may  perhaps  be 
more  edified  tliereby,  than  by  all  his  fabtle  difcourfes  about  deaths 
and  the  ibul*s  llate  after  it. 

be 
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sERM.be  facrificed  and  flain;   not  obje£ting  to  his  owfi 
V.      reafon  the  palpable  inconfiftency  of  counfels  fo  re- 

—— —  pugnant,  nor  anxioufly  labouring  to  reconcile  the 
feeming  contrariety  between  the  Divine  promifes 
and  commands ;  but  refolved  as  it  were  (with  an 
implicit  faith  in  God)  to.  believe  things  incredible, 
and  to  rely  upon  events  impoflible ;  contemplating 
thefe  things,  let  us  fay  what  difcourfe  could  lb  live- 
lily  defcribe  the  nature  of  true  faith,  as  this  illuftrious 
precedent  doth. 

A^in,  he  that  would  learn  how  to  demean  him- 
felf  m  refifting  the  aflaults  of  temptation,  let  him 
confider  that  one  carriage  of  Jofeph  ;  of  him,  to- 
gether withftandit^  the  courtlhips  of  an  attradive 
beauty,  and  rejeding  the  folicitations  of  an  impe^ 
rious  miftrefs,  advantaged  by  opportunities  of  pri- 
vacy and  folitude  j  when  the  refufal  was  attended 
with  extreme  danger,  and  all  the  mifchiefs  which  the 
difdain  of  a  furious  lufl  difappointed,  of  an  outra- 
geous jealoufy  provoked,  of  a  loving  matter's  confi- 
dence abufed,  could  produce  ;  and  all  this  by  one  of 
meaneft  condition,  in  a  ftrai^e  place,  where  no  in* 
terceflion,  favour,  or  patronage  of  friends  could  be 
had,  no  equal  examination  of  his  caufe  might  be  ex- 
peded  \  of  him  doing  this,  merely  upon  pnnciples  of 
confcience,  and  out  of  fear  of  God;  (faying.  How  can 
I  do  this  great  evilj  mid  Jin  againjl  God  f),  and  he  that 
confiders  this  example,  how  can  he  be  ignorant  of 
his  duty  in  the  like  cafe  ? 

Again,  would  we  learn  wifdom,  conftancy,  and 
refolution  in  the  conduft  of  honeft  and  worthy  de- 
figns,  let  us  fet  before  our  eyes  the  pattern  of  Mofes, 
and  therein  take  notice,  how  he,  obeying  Divine 
inftinft  and  direftion,  having  embraced  that  noble 
purpofe  of  refcuing  his  countrymen  from  the  Egyp- 
tian bondage^  of  fettling  them  in  d  method  of  happy 
policy,  and  of  bringing  them  into  the  promifed  land 
of  their  enjoyment,  did  behave  himfelf  in  the  exe- 
cution thereof;  with  how  indefatigable  induftry  he 

foli- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  iC 


Of  being  Imka/ors  ofCbrift.  izg 

foXkittd  their  caufe  with  a  fickle,  and  deceitful,  ftu-s  £  r  m. 
pid,  and  hard-hearted  king;  enduring  frequent  difap-      v. 

pointments  and  repulfes,  together  with  furious  florms m 

of  anger,  and  moft  terrible  menaces  from  him  :  how 
having  there  furmounted  all  obftacles,  and  efFcdually 
enlarged  the  people  from  their  reftraint  in  Egypt,  he 
led  them  on  foot  through  a  valley,  encompaffed  with 
mountains  of  fea;  and  after  that  undertook  a  tedious 
march  (a  march  of  40  years)  through  a  wild,  barren, 
and  dry  folitude,  (where  no  water  was,  but  fuch  as 
iflued  from  the  ftony  bowels  of  a  rock  ;  no  food,  or 
means  of  fubfiftence,  but  fuch  as  was  fupplied  by  the 
miraculous  purveyance  of  Heaven,)  in  the  meanwhile 
irefifling  the  continual  invafions  of  open  enemies,  in 
g^at  numbers  with  armed  violence  ftriving  to  ob- 
ftrud:  his  paffage,  and  defeat  his  purpofe  ;  having  ' 
alfo  (which  was  more)  his  patience  conftantly  cxer- 
dfed  in  fupporting  the  froward  perverfenefs  of  a  moft 
incredulous  and  mtraAable  people,  which  tpok  all 
occafions  of  complaint  and  mutiny  againft  him  ;  in 
contcftingwith  the  faAious  rivality  of  envious  nobles, 
who  repined  at  his  fuccefles,  and  maligned  his  autho- 
rity among  them  -,  in  bearing  the  indilcreet  and  un* 
toward  prevarications  of  his  own  moft  intimate  friends 
and  neareft  relations,  complying  with  the  wicked  hu- 
mours and  defires  of  the  people  ;  in  fuftaining  many 
other  perplexities  and  cro&s;  all  which  notwithftand- 
ing,  he  with  infuperable  refolution  happily  achieved 
his  glorious  undertaking  :  and  will  not  this  example, 
attentively  regarded,  beyond  the  power  of  any  other 
fneaos  or  method,  explain  to  us  the  way  of  induftry, 
€Ounige,  and  perfeverance  in  good  and  worthy,  though 
high  and  difficult  enterprifes  ? 

One  inftance  more,  and  that  of  all  moft  pertinent  to 
our  occafion:  Would  you  be  inftru£ted,how&ithful]y 
to  diicharge  the  minifterial,  ch*  any  other  office  ?  With 
a  fteadfaft  attention  then  behold  the  excellent  pattern 
of  St.  Paul;  consider  how  in  all  his  defigns  he  zealoufly 
and  fin^y  aimed  at  the  honour  and  fervice  of  God, 

VOL.  II.  K  negled* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


130  Of  being  Imitators  o/Chri/i. 

s  E  R  M.  negleding  his  own  fafety,quiet,  credit,  and  all  world- 
V.       ly  accommodations  for  the  advancement  of  them  : 

how  affedionately  he  tendered  the  good  and  welfare 

of  thofe,  the  care  of  whofe  fpiritual  condition  was  com- 
mended to  him,  ufing  all  his  fkill,  care,  and  ftrength 
in  promoting  their  edification  ;  declaring  himfelf 
for  their  good  to  be  content,  not  only  for  a  time  to 
be  abfent  from  the  Lord,  being  deprived  of  that  hap- 
pinefs  which  he  otherwife  impatiently  groaned  for,  and 
was  fully  aflured  of;  but  defirous,  as  it  feems,  to  be  fe-^ 
eluded  forever  from  his  blifsful  prefence,  by  a  dread- 
ful Anathema^  for  their  fake  :  how  prudently,  meekly, 
and  humbly  he  demeaned  himfelf  toward  them  ;  be- 
coming all  things  to  all  men,  forming  himfelf  into 
all  allowable  (hapes  and  colours;  undergoing  all  forts 
of  cenfure  and  imputations,  (of  a  defpicable,  an  igno- 
rant, a  fooliQi  perfon ;)  tempering  his  fpecch  and  de- 
portment to  their  capacities  and  needs,  bearing  their 
mifcarriages,  and  complying  with  their  weakneffes ; 
parting  freely  with  his  own  juft  liberty,  pleafure,  and 
fatisfaftion,  for  their  fpiritual  advantage :  how  ge- 
neroufly  he  defpifed  his  own  profit  and  eafe,  rcfufing 
that  fupply  he  might  with  all  reafon  and  equity  have 
required  from  them ;  choofing  to  maintain  himfelf 
with  the  labour  of  his  own  hands,  and  the  fweat  of 
his  brows,  that  he  might  render  the  Gofpel  nowife 
burdenfome  or  offenfive  to  them  :  how  vigilantly 
and  courageoufly  he  withftood  the  mifchievous  en* 
deavours  of  falfe  brethren,  and  treacherous  feducers ; 
earneftly  contending  for  the  Church's  peace  and  quiet 
againft  faftious  fpirits,  and  for  the  fubftantial  truths 
of  the  Gofpel  againft  the  pernicious  devices  of  here- 
tics and  falfe  teachers  :  how  patiently  he  fuftained 
all  manner  of  pains,  griefs,  travels,  wants,  lofTes,  ha- 
zards, diftrelTes,  disappointments,  affronts,  and  re* 
proaches  for  the  honour  of  God,  the  benefit  of  his 
fpiritual  children,  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  and  fatif- 
faftion  of  his  confcience  t  thefe  things,  I  (ay,  regard, 
and  then  tell  mejifhe  might  not  reafonably  inculcate 

this 
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this  admonition,  Imitate  me  ;  and  if  his  example  be  s  E  k  m. 
ftot   of  rare   ufe   to  inftruft  us,  how  faithftilly  we      v. 

Ihould  in  our  refpeftive  charges  and  employments- 

demean  ourfelves.  I  might  in  like  manner  inftance 
how  excellent  a  rule  of  devotion  the  praftice  of  the 
Royal  Prophet  may  be  unto  us;  how  Elias*s praftice 
might  teach  us  to  be  zealous  champions  for  truth 
and  righteoufnefs ;  how  they  who  would  be  good 
judges,  or  honed  patriots,  may  receive  direftion  from 
the  carriage  of  Samuel,  Daniel,  and  Nehemiah  ^.  But 
1  proceed  to  fay  that  farther, 

II.  Good  examples  do  not  only  inform,  but  they 
perfuade  and  incline  our  reafon  to  good  praftice,  com- 
mending it  to  us  by  plaufible  authority ;  a  way  of 
reafoning  the  moft  plain,  eafy,and  fuitable  to  all  men's 
capacities  ;  lefs  fubjeft  to  error  and  doubt  than  any 
other  in  particular  cafes ;  whereby  as  it  is  always 
more  eafy  to  know  what  is  good  and  fit,  fo  commonly 
it  is  moft  fafe  ;  there  being  few,  who  can  fo  well  dif- 
cern  what  is  good,  as  they  may  reft  in  the  judgments 
of  others.  For  that  wife  and  virtuous  perfons  do 
any  thing,  is  a  very  probable  argument,  that  we  are 
obliged  and  concerned  to  do  the  like ;  feeing  fiich 
perfons  may  in  all  their  aftions  be  fuppofed  to  have 
an  unbialled  regard  to  the  rules  of  truth  and  juftice. 
He  therefore  who  can  fay,  that  Abraham,  or  David, 
or  St.  Paul,  did  fo  in  fuch  a  cafe,  fuppofeth  that  he 
hath  no  fmall  reafon  to  do  the  like  ;  it  is  accounted 
pardonable,  yea  almoft  commendable,  to  err  with  fuch 
perfons  ;  becaufe  it  is  done  with  good  appearance  of 
reafon,  feeing  fuch  perfons  were  themfelves  unlikely 
to  err  :  tVill  you^  faith  Cicero,  commemorate  to  me  Set- 
pio^s^  and  CaioSy  and  Lalius'Sy  and  fay  they  did  the  fame 
thing 'y  though  the  thing  difpleafesme^  yet  I  cannot  withftand 
the  authority  of  fuch  men:  their  authority  is  fo  great  j  that 

»5  l/iticitu,  TfaroTWOf  o  7w  LaSih  &C.  Cbryf,  T.  V.  p.  656. 
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s  E  R  M.  //  can  cover  even  tbefufpicm  of  a  fault  *.     -Tis  obvious 
V*      in  temporal  concernments,  how  great  a  ftroke  this 

way  of  difcourfe  hath  ;  how  boldly  men  adventure 

their  deareft  interefts  in  following  fuch,  whom  they 
probably  deem  honeft  and  able  to  guide  them  :  for 
mftance,  in  travelling,  if  one  being  ignorant  or 
doubtful  of  his  way  happen  to  meet  a  perfon,  whom 
he  conceives  able,  and  nowife  concerned  or  difpofecj 
to  miflead  him,  he  without  fcruple  follows  him,  and 
confidently  relies  on  his  direftion.  In  like  manner,  all 
good  men  in  the  way  of  virtuous  praftice  tending  di- 
reftly  toward  happinefs  (our  common  journey's  end  ;) 
it  being  their  defign,  their  intereft,and  theirendeavour 
npt  to  miftake  the  way,  not  to  defleft  from  the  right 
and  neareft  courfe  thereto,  men  are  apt  to  think  it  rea- 
fonable  and  fafe  to  accompany,  in  their  progrefs,  or  to 
prefs  after  them  in  their  fteps:  and  furely,  next  to  a 
clear  and  certain  rule,  there  is  not  any  more  rational 
warrant  for  practice,  and  confequently  no  better  in- 
ducement thereto,  than  fuch  good  precedents*  Farther, 
II L  Examples  do  'incite  our  paffions,  and  impel 
them  to  the  performance  of  duty-  They  raife  hope, 
they  inflame  courage,  they  provoke  emulation,  they 
urge  upon  modcfly,  they  awaken  curiofity,  they  affeft 
fancy,  they  fet  in  motion  all  the  fprin^s  of  adivlty. 
It  may  not  be  amifs  to  (hew  how,  particularly, 

I.  They  raife  hope,  by  difcovering  to  us  and  afTur- 
edly  proving  the  feafiblenefs  of  matters  propounded, 
or  the  poflibihty  of  fuccefs  in  undertaking  good  de- 
figns,  and  that  by  the  bed  and  molt  convincing  of 
arguments,  experience.  Nothing  fo  deprefTeth  hope, 
and  advanceth  defpondency,  as  an  apprehenfion  of 
impoffibility,  or,  which  is  equivalent  thereto,  an  ex- 

^  AfricanoB  mihi,  et  Catones,  et  Lelios  commemorabisy  et  eos  &• 
ct(&  idem  dices,  quamvis  res  mihx  non  placeat,  tamen  contra  ho- 
tninum  au6tontatem  probare  non  potuero.  Magna  eft  hominum 
au^ritas,  et  etiam  tanta^  ut  dellfti  fufpicioncm  tegere  poffit. 
Cic.  in  Ferr.  Hi. 
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trcme  difficulty  (appearing  to  furmount  our  prefents  e  r  M. 
forces)  in  the  bufinefs  to  be  attempted  :  of  fuch  a      v. 
conceit  dcfperation  feemeth  a  reafonableconfequence.  ■ 

For  T«if  iivviroty  i^Uttbxi  fAoc^mov^it  is  a  madnefs  to  aim  tf/Chryf.tom. 
impojfibilities ',  and  fuch,confidering  the  great  infirmity''  ^'  ^' 
of  human  nature,  its  ftrong  propenfions  to  evil,  and 
avcrfcncfs  from  good,  together  with  the  manifold  im- 
pediments and  allurements objefting  themfelves  in  the 
way  of  good  pradtice,  all  duties  as  barely  reprefented 
in  precepts,  and  preffed  by  rational  inducements, 
might  feem  to  be,  if  good  example  did  not  clearly  de- 
monflrate  them  to  be  poffible,  yea  fometimes  facile; 
even  thofc,  which  upon  a  fuperficial  view  do  feem  moft 
difficult,  and  infupcrable  by  our  weak  endeavour.  The 
Stoical  dodrine,  which  defcribed  a  fine  and  (lately 
portraiture  of  virtue,  and  inculcated  very  ftri<S  rules  (a 
clofe  following  of  God  and  nature,  a  perfeft  vidory 
over  fclf,  the  fubduing  all  paffions,  and  over-ruling 
all  corporeal  appetites;  an  entire  freedom,  compofure, 
and  tranquillity  of  mind  ;  a  total  indifFercncy  in  re- 
fpeft  of  fortune,  and  all  external  events,  with  the  like 
duties,  rarely  praftifed,  although,  upon  all  accounts, 
acknowledged  conformable  to  reafon,)  was  therefore 
by  moft  rejeded  as  ufelefs,  oi*  exploded  as  ridiculous, 
as  being  prefumed  to  propound  matters  purely  ima- 
ginary and  imprafticable  :  yet  he  that  had  feen  this 
doiftrinc  in  great  meafure  exemplified  by  Zeno,  the 
firft  mafter  of  it,  would  have  had  no  fuch  reafon  to 
contema  it,  nor  to  dcfpair  of  pradifing  according  to 
it,  if  he  would  ferioufly  endeavour  it:  exemplified,  I 
fey,  by  Zeno,  whereof  we  have  an  illuftrious  tefti- 
mony  from  a  folemn  decree  of  the  Athenians  :  i^rfiW 
Ziivwv  Mvaorijf,  &c.  Laert.  in  Zen.  fVhereas  Zeno,  the 
fon  of  Mnajeas  the  Cittican,  having  many  years  profejfed 
pbilofopby  in  this  city^  and  as  well  in  all  other  things  hath 
demeaned  himfelf  like  a  good  many  as  particularly  exhorting 
the  young  men,  who  went  to  be  injlru£led  by  him^  hath 
provoked  them  to  virtue y  andfobriety  ;  withal  exhibiting 
his  own  life  a  pat  tan  of  the  bejl  things  anfwerable  to  the 
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s  E  R  M.  difcourfes  he  ufed  to  make  ;  //  /j  therefore  aufpicioufly  de^ 
V .       creed  by  the  people^  that  Zeno  the f on  of  Mnafeas  befolemnly 
—— —  praifed  and  crowned  (according  to  the  ufage)  with  a 
golden  crown  \  and  that  a  monument  be  erehed  for  him 
at  the  public  charge  in  the  Ceramicum  (the  place  where 
thofe  were  interred,  who  had  bravely  expofed  their 
lives  for  public  defence.)     This  was  indeed  a  noble 
atteftation,  and  a  comely  refpeft  exhibited  to  a  vir- 
tuous converfation ;  making  in  fome  meafure  a  fatif-- 
faftion  f6r  the  heinous  affront  done  thereto,  when,  in- 
ftcad  of  honouring  it  with  a  crown,  they  rewarded  it 
with  a  cup  of  poilon,  given  to  the  excellent  Socrates, 
Suitably  to  which  teftimony  Seneca  faith  of  Cleanthes, 
that  his  virtuous  pra6kice  depended  more  upon  the 
obfervation  of  Zeno's  life,  than  the  information  of  his 
doftrine.    Zenonem  Cleanthes  non  exprejjijfetjfi  eum  tan^ 
tummodo  audijfet:  vita  ejus  interfuit^fecveta  perfpexity  ob- 
fervavit  ilium  an  ex  formula  fua  viveret.  Cleanthes  y  faith 
he,  had  not  fo  nearly  refembled  Zeno^  if  he  had  only  at- 
tended to  his  difcourfes :  he  was  prefent  to  his  life^  be  took 
notice  of  his  private  carriage^  he  obferved  whether  his 
pra5lice  didfuit  to  his  doSlrine.  So  that  Stoicifm  itfelf, 
which  fpeaketh  fuch  prodigies,  was,  it  feems,  founded 
not  only  upon  big  words,  the  iffues  of  a  fpeculative 
fancy,  but  more  upon  the  good  praftice  of  its  firft 
matter  and  inftitutor.     And  indeed  he  that  would 
effeftually  pcrfuade  the  undertaking  of  any  enterprife, 
muft  either  fuppofe  it,  or  prove  it  efFeftible;  and  the 
mod  eafy,  the  moft  evident  way  of  proving  it  is  by 
example.    Men^  faith  Pliny  junior  well,  are  better  in- 
firuHed  by  examples  ^  which  have  in  them  chiefly  this  ad- 
vantage y  that  they  do  prove  the  things  may  be  done  which 
they  enjoin.  And,  Human  infirmity y  faith  Salvian  to  the 
fame  purpofe,  requires  the  afjiflance  of  exampUy  that  it 
may  more  eafily  now  perform  that  which  it  knozvs  others 
to  have  before  done ;  allpoferity  being  admonifhed  by  hear- 
ing that  what  bath  once  beendoncy  maybe  done  again.  And, 
The  example^  faith  St.  Bernard,  of  a  work  done  is  a  lively 
and  efficaciot^s  oration^  eafily  perfuading  what  we  intendy 

by 
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hy  proving  that  feafible^  which  we  flrive  to  perfuade  unto\  s  e  R  M. 
Upon  which  fcore  we  therefore  are  exceedingly  ob-      v. 

liged  to  thofeholy  men,  who  by  their  pradlice  have • 

afiured  us,  that  the  higheft  duties  exafted  of  us  by 
our  religion  (the  mortification  of  unreafonable  defires, 
the  fuppreflion  of  irregular  paffions,  the  loving  and 
blefling  our  enemies,  the  renouncing  worldly  vanities 
and  pleal'ures,  the  rejoicing  in  afflidtions,  the  voluntary 
abdication  of  our  eftates  in  fome  cafes,  yea,  expofing 
life  itfelf  to  inevitable  hazard  and  lofs,)  are  not  chi- 
merical propofitions  of  impoffible  performances;  but 
duties  (if  we  Ihall  ferioufly  and  vigoroufly  apply  our 
endeavours  to  them,  and  fufFer  our  hopes  to  be  ele- 
vated by  their  example)  really  pradticable.  Piety  ab- 
ftradtedly  viewed  in  precept  may  feem  an  airy  projeft, 
a  name,  a  notion  ;  but  it  being  feen  in  example  will 
prove  a  matter  fybftantial,  true,  and  feafible.  A  di- 
reft  and  pure  (peculation  thereof  may  dazzle  our 
fight,  and  dafh  our  hopes ;  but  as  being  reflefted 
from  perfons  pra<5tifing  it,  we  may  bear  its  luftre,  and 
hope  to  attain  it. 

2.  Examples  do  inflame  courage.  So  the  Apoftle 
to  the  Hebrews  fignifieth,  when  to  this  purpofe  he 
intimateth,that  he  mentioned  and  fetteth  before  them 
the  examples  of  the  Patriarchs ;  that  he  thereby 
might  excite  their  courage,  and  caufe  them  refolutely 
to  undertake  that  obedience,  and  patiently  to  un- 
dergo thofe  afflidions,  which  they  performed  and  fuf- 
tained ;  thaty  faith  he,  ye  be  not  flothful^  but  followers  Hcb.vi.  u. 

^  Melius  homines  exemplis  docentur,  quas  imprimis  hoc  boni 
habent,  quae  approbant,  quae  praecipiunt  fieri  pofl'e.  Plin.Jun.  Paneg, 

Adjuvari  fe  exemplis  exoptat  humana  infirmitas,  quo  f^ciliua 
ipfa  nunc  faciat,  quae  alios  fecilTe  ante  cognofcat;  dum  admonetur 
audita  eetas  omnis  fieri  poffe,  quod  fadlum  eft.  Sahv,  ad  EccL 
Catb. 

Sermo  quidam  vivus  et  efficax  exemplum  opens  eft,  facile  pcrfua- 
dens  quod  intendimus,  dum  fa6libile  probat  efte  quod  fuademus. 
Bern,  dc  Refur.  Serm,  iii. 

Ex  aliorum  fa^is  fieri  poflc  credunt,  quod  forte  cum  putant  fieri 
non  poffi  pigrrfcnnt.  Cyf,  Ef.  1.  ii.  2. 

K4  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


136  Of  being  Imitators  of  Cbrifi. 

S  SK  M.of  theniy  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  pre* 
V.      mifes.  For  that  heat,  and  aftive  fpirit,  which  in  fomc 

,  degree  refideth  in  all  men's  breafts,  is  by  exampie  kin- 

dled, as  one  flame  is  kindled  by  the  contad  or  ap- 
proach qf  another.  How  many  f)erfons,  timorous  and' 
averfe  from  dangerous  undertakings,  have  notwith- 
ftanding  become  very  bold  and  adventurous  in  war,  by 
the  difcipline  and  influence  of  an  exemplary  valour  ! 
It  is  Plutarch's  obfervation  concerning  Cafar's  fol- 
diers,that  they  who  in  fervice  under  other  commanders 
did  not  exceed  the  ordinary  rate  of  courage,  nor  ex- 
cel their  fellows,  did  yet  when  he  led  them  become 
irrefiftibly  valiant,  being  animated  and  infpired  by  his 
unparalleled  gallantry  8:  and  who  is  there  indeed  fo 
incurably  heartlefe,  fo  defperately  fluggifli  or  ftupid, 
whom  the  fight  of  a  valiai^  leader  marching  before 
into  the  mouth  of  danger,  will  not  infufe  fire  and  vi- 
gour into,  and  inftigate  forward  into  a  participation 
of  brave  adventure  ?  So  example  doth  by  a  kuid  of 
contagion  infinuate  courage,  or  invei^e  men  there- 
into; befide  that  it  is  a  kind  of  daring,  and  proclaini- 
eth  him  a  daftard,  that  will  not  imitate  it;  which  im- 
putation the  lowed  courage  of  man  can  hardly  di- 
gcft,  and  will  therefore  by  doing  fomewhat  anfwerabie 
ftrive  to  decline  it. 

3.  ^  Again:  Examples  provoke  emulation  5  which 
is  another  ftrong  principle  of  aftivity;  moving  us  ear- 
ncftly  to  defire  (and  thence  eagerly  to  purfue)  whatever 
good,  privilege,  or  advantage,  we  fee  another  to  enjoy. 
To  obfer\'e  another  of  the  fame  nature  and  capacities 
with  ourfelves  to  have  flione  with  an  illufl:rious  vir- 
tue, to  be  confecrated  to  poftcrity  by  a  iajiing  fame, 
and  to  be  crowned  with  glorious  rewards  above ;  what 
other  refleftions  of  thought  can  it  produce  in  us,  than 

«  Fortis  in  armis 


Caefarcis  Labienus  erat. 
h  Cbry/.T.  i,  p.  77.  T.  6.  p.  148.  T.  5.  Orai.  loi. 
^vffu  yof  f  tAoxo^ov  tear  Tnt  fvan  rih  cuA^mt  lUivf  #  Kuf Mf>  &c. 
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foch  as  thefe  ?  Shall  he,  a  man  Irke  myfelf,  endued  with  s  £  R  m. 
the  fame  faculties,  appetites,  and  paffions;  fubjeft  to  v. 
the  fame  infirmities,  temptations,  needs,  cares,  and  — — 
encumbrances  of  life  ;  (hall  he,  by  noble  difpofitions 
of  foul,  and  worthy  performances,  render  himfelf 
highly  confiderable  -,  while  I,  by  fordid  qualities  and 
unworthy  pradices,  debafe  and  render  myfclf  defpi- 
cable  ?  Shall  he  leave  behind  him  monuments  of 
eternal  praife,  while  I  do  nothing  worthy  of  regard  or 
memory  ?  Shall  he  enjoy  the  favour  of  the  great  God> 
and  the  comforts  of  a  bleffed  eternity,  but  I  be  wholly 
deprived  of  that  joyful  eftate,  and  plunged  in  to  endlefe 
forrows,  and  defperate  mifery  ?  Shall  a  Jofeph  ftoutly 
refift  and  overcome  the  ftrongeft  temptations,  and  I 
be  eafily  baffled  by  the  Icaft  folicitation  of  vice  ? 
Shall  a  ftripling  David  glorioufly  triumprfi  over  giants, 
while  J  bafely  am  vanquiflied  by  dwarfs  ?  Shall  Job 
be  ftripped  of  all  his  goods  with  contentednefs,  and 
endure  the  moft  ^ievous  pains  with  patience,  while  I 
am  difcompofed  for  any  fmall  lols,  and  difmayed  by 
the  kail  crofs  accident  ?  Shall  Abraham  here,  by  his 
£uth  and  obedience,  attain  to  be  called  the  friend  of 
God,  and  refl  for  ever  in  his  glorious  and  happy  bo- 
fom,  while  I  defervedly  ^m  refufed  the  honour  and 
comfort  of  that  heavenly  communion  here,  and  (hall 
hereafter  be  cafl  out  from  that  blifsful  prefence,  into 
the  difmal  manfions  of  wretched  folly  and  wicked- 
ncfs?  Did  Paul,  once  a  ftubborn  Jew,  a  blind  phari- 
fec,  a  grievous  blafphemer,  a  bloody  perfecutor,  by  a 
feafonable  converfion  repair  his  ftate,  approve  himfelf 
to  God  by  an  eminent  zeal  for  his  glory,  undergo 
reftlefs  pains,  run  defperate  hazards,  and  endure  all 
forts  of  diftreffes  for  the  propagation  of  God's  hea- 
venly truth,  obtaining  thence  a  never-fading  crown 
of  glory  in  heaven,  and  a  perpetual  renown  upon 
earth  ;  and  fhall  I  then,  who  from  my  youth  have 
been  educated  in  the  mofl  true  and  holy  religion,  who 
have  by  folemn  engagements  devoted  myfelf  thereto, 
who  may  without  any  trouble  or  danger  profefs  and 
praftifc  according  to  that  holy  difciplixiCy  proceed 

in 
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s  E  R  M.  in  wicked  courfes,  provoking  God's  wrath,  and  at- 
V.      t rafting  his  vengeance  upon  me  ?  No:  lince  the  ca- 

—  pacities  are  alike,  fince  the  means  are  common,  fince 
the  rewards  of  piety  are  promifcuoufly  expofed  and 
offered  unto  all,  why  (hould  I,  by  deplorable  perverfe- 
nels  or  negligence,  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  deprived  of  it 
and  its  benefits  ?  Why  (hall  not  I  become  as  good, 
as  commendable,  as  happy  as  any  other  man  ?  Thefe 
are  the  conceits  and  voices  of  natural  emulation,  that 
mighty  paffion  (fo  often  and  by  many  eflFedts  it  dif- 
covereth  itfelf  to  be)  implanted  in  our  original  con- 
ftitution  to  be  as  a  fpur  and  incentive,  ftimulating 
and  inflaming  us  unto  the  ready  undertaking  and 
vigorous  purmit  of  good  purpofes ;  the  which  per- 
haps hath  produced  more  noble  efFefts  than  any 
other  paflion  or  inclination  of  our  fouls :  for  all 
manner  of  excellency  in  knowledge,  in  prowefs,  in 
virtue,  how  often  doth  it  ifTue  from  this  fource !  Doth 
not  the  admired  fame  of  men  notable  for  learning 
(recorded  in  ftory,  or  fubjed:  to  prefent  obfervation,) 
and  a  jealoufy  of  being  furpaflfed  in  accompli fhments 
competent  to  human  nature,  (harpen  the  appetite, 
and  roufe  the  induftry  of  moft  fcholars,  whom  neither 
the  love  of  knowledge,  nor  its  apparent  ufefulnefs 
could  any  wife  perfuade  to  bear  fo  much  toil  in  ac- 
quift  thereof  ^^  Do  not  all  hiftories  acquaint  us,  that 
the  moft  gallant  enterprifes  and  exploits  of  famous 
warriors  have  derived  their  beginning  from  an  emu- 
lation of  the  glory  purchafed  by  their  anceflors? 
(wifdom  and  valour  have  thus  efpecially  been  propa- 
gated ;  one  m^n's  fignal  excellency  being  parent  to 
the  like  in  many  others.)  And  that  this  pafEon  may 
*  in  hke  manner  be  fubfervient  to  the  produdtion  of 

virtue  and  piety,  is  plain  enough  from  parity  of  rea- 
fon,  and  from  experience  ;  and  we  have  (for  farther 
argument  thereof)  the  Apoftles'  pradicc  ufing  it  to 
this  purpofe :  St.  Paul  employed  it  as  an  engine  for  the 

*  Tcntanda  via  cfl,  qua  mc  quoque  poffim 
Tollcre  humo.— — 
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converfion  of  his  dear  countrymen ;  whom,  by  raifing  s  e  R  m. 
in  them  a  jcaloufy  of  being  outftripped  (in  God's     v. 

favour,  and  its  effefts)  by  the  Gentiles,  he  endea 

voureth  to  provoke  to  the  embracing  of  the  Chriftian 
feith:   I  fpeak  to  you  Gentiles^  faith  he,  in  as  much  as  J  Rom,  xi. 
am  the  Apoflle  of  the  Gentiles^  1  magnify  my  office ^  iliroo;  ^^*  '+•  *• 
irot^xl^nXtSca  fAou  tiiv  ^xpxoc^  if  by  any  means  I  may  provoke 
to  emulation  them  which  are  myftefh^  and  might  fave  fome 
of  them.    And  St.  James  inftigateth  us  unto  fervency 
of  prayer,  by  minding  us,  that  EUas  was  a  man  of  likei^m,  y.  17. 
faffions  with  ovrfetves  ;  yet  was  able  by  his  prayers  to 
fliut  and  open  heaven,  to  procure  barrennefs  and  fer- 
tility to  the  earth.  And  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews 
chargeth  us,  to  confider  one  another^  lU  irafoj^rja-fAov  iyi^ 
?rnf,  jcai  xaXwv  cpywv,  fo  as  to  provoke  one  another  (or  by 
mutual  emulation  to  fliarpen  one  another)  to  charity 
and  good  works. 

4.  Examples  do  work  upon  modefty,  that  preferver 
and  guardian  of  virtue^  as  Cicero  calls  it  K  For  every 
good  aftion  of  another  doth  upbraid,  reproach,  and 
fhame  him,  who  afteth  not  conformably  thcretp. 
Can  we  without  a  trembling  heart,  and  blufhing 
forehead,  view  the  praftices  of  the  ancient  faints,  if 
ours  be  altogether  unlike  them  ?  If  they,  to  pieafe 
God,  and  fecure  their  falvation,  did  undergo  fuch 
prodigious  pains  in  affiduous  devotions,  abftinences, 
watchings,  and  we  contrariwife  are  extremely  flug- 
gifti,  cold,  and  negligent  in  the  performance  of  our 
ordinary'  duties  ;  if  they  willingly  renounced  all  fen- 
fual  complacencies,  and  we  either  cheriTli  ourfelves  in 
a  foft  delicacy  of  life,  or  wallow  in  a  profane  diflblu- 
tion  of  manners;  if  they,  to  froe  themfclves  from  dif-  • 
trafting  cares,  voluntarily  difburthencd  themfelves  of 
all  needlefs  encumbrances,  and  we  arc  wholly  bufy 
in  heaping  up  wealth,  and  driving  on  worldly  inter-- 

*  Cuftos  omnium  virtutum.dcdecus  fugicns, laudcm«|uc  raaximc 
confequens  verecundia  eil.    Cic,  part*  Rbet. 

efts; 
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s  E  R  M.efts ;  if  they  gladly  embraxred  and  endured  the  fliarp- 
V.      eft  affliftions,  and  we  are  terrified  by  the  thought, 

are  overwhelmed  by  the  fenfe  of  the  Icaft  difappoint- 

ttient,  or  diftafteful  occurrence  j  how  can  we  without 
extreme  regret  of  mind,  and  confufion  of  face,  confi- 
der  their  praftice,  or  compare  it  with  ours  ?  It  is  a 
profligate  impudence  of  him  that  can  daily  hear  and 
read  the  ftories  of  their  doings,  without  being  deeply 
fenfible,  and  afhamed  at  the  diflbnancc  appeanng 
between  their  courfe  of  life  and  his. 

5,  Example  awakens  that  curiofity,  which  is  na- 
tural to  us,  and  of  no  mean  efficacy  upon  our  ad  ions. 
For  whatever  we  fee  done,  we  are  apt  to  be  inquifi- 
tive  concerning  it ;  why  and  to  what  purpofe  it  is 
done,  what  the  grounds  are,  and  what  the  fruits  of 
the  performance  j  efpecially  if  the  matter  feem  con- 
fiderably  important,  and  the  adion  proceedeth  from 
a  perfondeferving  refpeft ;  whereof  havingpafled  fome 
competent  judgment,  we  are  by  the  fame  inftinft 
of  curiofity  farther  tranfported  into  a  defire  of  dif- 
cerning  by  our  trial  and  experience  whether  the  event 
correfpondeth  to  our  expeftation  ;  fo  arc  we  eafily 
induced  to  imitate  the  anions  of  others.  By  which 
means  as  vice  ordinarily  is  conceived  and  propagated, 
(men  by  a  prepofterous  and  pervcrfe  curiofity  being 
inveigled  to  try  what  they  fee  others  afFeft  or  enjoy) 
fo  may  virtue  alfo  by  the  fame  means  be  engendered 
and  nouriftied  ;  the  general  ways  of  producing  and 
maintaining  thofc  contrary  habits  being  alike.  As, 
therefore,  it  is  a  great  blemilh  and  reproach  to  hu- 
man nature  that, 

Juvcn.  Faciles  imitandis 

Turpibus  et  pravis  omncs  lumus — 

we  (as  the  Satyrift  truly  obferveth  of  us)  i>ave  a  great 
proclivitv  to  follow  naughty  examples  ;  fo  there  is  from 
hence  (ome  amends,  that  we  have  alfo  fome  inclina- 
tion to  imitate  good  and  worthy  precedents ;  the 

which 
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which  is  foniewhat  more  ftrong  and  vigorous,  becaufc  s  E  R  M. 
countenanced  and  encouraged  by  the  approbation  of      v. 

reafon,  our  moft  noble  faculty.  

6.  Examples  alfo  do  pleafe  the  mind  and  fancy  in 
contemplation  of  them,  thence  drawing  a  confiderable 
influence  upon  pradice.  No  kind  of  ftudious  enter- 
tainment doth  fo  generally  delight  as  hiftory,  or  the 
tradition  erf"  renurkable  examples  :  even  thofe  who 
have  an  abhorrency  or  indifpofition  toward  other 
Ihidies  (who  have  no  genius  to  apprehend  the  more 
intricate  fubtleties  of  fcience,  nor  the  patience  to 
purfue  rational  confequences,)  are  yet  often  much 
taken  with  hiftorical  narrations  j  thefe  ftriking  them 
with  a  delegable  variety  of  accidents,  with  cifcum- 
ftantial  defcriptions,  and  fenfible  reprefentations  of 
objefts,  do  greatly  affed  and  delight  their  fancies  j 
efpecially  the  relation  of  notable  adventures  and  rare 
accidents  is  wont  to  be  attended  with  great  pleafure 
and  fatisfadion.  And  fuch  are  thofe,  which  prefent 
to  us  the  lives  and  examples  of  holy  men  abounding 
with  wonders  of  providence  and  grace  :  no  attempts 
fo  gallant,  no  exploits  fo  illuftrious,,as  thofe,  which 
have  been  achieved  by  the  faith  and  patience,  by 
the  prudence  and  courage  of  the  ancient  faints;  they 
do  far  furpafs  the  moft  famous  achievements  of  pa- 
gan heroes.  It  was,  I  dare  fay,  more  wonderful,  that 
Abraham  with  his  retinue  of  houfeholdfervants  (hould 
vanquifti  four  potent  and  vidorious  kings;  and  that 
Gideon  with  three  hundred  unarmed  men  (hould  dif- 
comfit  a  vaftly  numerous  hoft,  than  that  Alexander 
with  a  well-appointed  army  of  ftout  and  expert  fol- 
diers  fliould  overturn  the  Perfian  empire.  The  fiege 
of  Jericho  is  fo  far  more  remarkable  than  thofe  moft 
famous  ones  of  Numantia  and  Saguntus,  as  it  is 
more  ftrange  that  the  blaft  of  trumpets  and  the  noife 
of  people  (houting  fliould  demolifli  walls,  than  the 
0iaking  them  with  rams,  or  difcharging  maffy  ftones 
ogainft  them.  And  he,  that  carefully  will  compare 
the  deeds  of  Sampfon  and  Hercules,  fliall  find^  that 

one 
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s  E  R  M.one  true  exploit  performed  by  the  former  doth  much 
V.      in  force  and  ftrangenefs  furmount  the  twelve  fabu^ 

Jous  labours  of  the  other :  no  triumphs  indeed  arc 

comparable  to  thofe  of  piety ;  no  trophies  are  fo 
magnificent  and  durable,  as  thofe  which  viftorious 
faith  eredeth  :  that  hiftory  therefore  which  reports 
the  res  gefla^  the  afts  and  fufFerings  of  mod  pious, 
men,  muft  in  reafon  be  efteemed  not  only  the  moft 
ufeful,  but  alfo  the  moft  pleafant ;  yielding  the 
fweeteft  entertainment  to  well  difpofed  minds ; 
wherein  we  fee  virtue  exprefred,not  in  bare  idea  only, 
but  in  aftual  life,  ftrength,  motion;  in  all  its  beauty 
and  ornaments:  than  which  no  fpedacle  can  be 
more  ftately ;  no  object  more  grateful  can  be  pre^ 
fented  to  the  difcerning  eye  of  reafon. 

7.  We  may  farthermore  confider,  that  God  hath 
provided  and  recommended  to  us  one  example,  as  a 
perfeft  ftandard  of  good  praftice ;  the  example  of 
our  Lord  :  the  which  declareth  the  ufe  and  efficacy 
of  good  example,  as  one  principal  inftrument  of 
piety.  That  indeed  is  the  moft  univerfal,  abfolute, 
and  affured  pattern  ;  yet  doth  it  not  fuperfede  the 
ufe  of  other  examples :  not  only  the  valour  and  con- 
duft  of  the  general,  but  thofe  of  inferior  officers,  yea, 
the  refolution  of  common  foldiers  do  ferve  to  animate 
their  fellows.  The  ftars  have  their  feafon  to  guide  us, 
as  well  as  the  fun ;  cfpecially  when  our  eyes  are  fo 
weak,  as  hardly  to  bear  the  day.  Even,  confidering 
our  infirmity,  inferior  examples  by  their  imperfec- 
tion fometime  have  a  peculiar  advantage.  Our  Lord's 
moft  imitable  praftice  did  proceed  firom  an  immenfe 
virtue  of  divine  grace,  which  we  cannot  arrive  to;  it 
in  itfelf  is  fo  perfed:  and  high,  that  we  may  not  ever 
reach  it ;  looking  upon  it  may  therefore  fometimes 
dazzle  and  difcourage  our  weaknefs:  but  other  good 
men  had  affiftances  in  meafure,  fuch  as  we  may  hope 
to  approach  unto ;  they  were  fubjeft  to  the  diffi* 
culties,  which  we  feel ;  they  were  expofed  to  the  pe* 
rils  of  falling,  which  we  fear :  we  may  therefore  hope 

to 
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to  march  on  in  a  reafonable  diflance  after  them  ;  we  s  e  r  m. 
may,  by  help  of  the  fame  grace,  come  near  in  tran-     v. 

fcribing  their  lefs  exadt  copy.  

To  conclude  :  Since  upon  fo  many  accounts  we 
arc  obliged  to  follow  good  examples ;  fince  they  are 
of  fo  great  ufe  toward  our  proceeding  in  the  way 
to  happinefs ;  thence  they  conduce  to  the  clear  in- 
ftruflion  of  our  underftanding,  to  the  forcibly  inclin- 
ing our  reafon,  to  the  vehement  excitement  of  our 
paflions,  to  the  delightfully  affecting  our  imagination 
in  fiibferviency  to  good  practice ;  let  us  make  that 
due  and  profitable  ufe  of  them,  which  we  (hould  and 
may  do.  Let  us,  with  diligent  attention  pcrufing  the 
facred  hiftory,  meditate  upon  the  lives  of  holy  men 
therein  propounded  as  patterns  of  a  perfevering  faith  , 
in  God,  and  confcionable  obedience  to  his  command- 
ments. Let  the  light  of  their  exemplary  pradice  in 
all  kind  of  piety  and  virtue  continually  fhine  upon  our 
fouls,  to  direft  our  minds,  to  inflame  our  afFc6tions, 
to  quicken  our  refolutions,  to  detedt  the  errors  and 
correft  the  faults  of  our  lives,  that  we,  imitating  their 
virtuous  and  pious  converfation,  may  partake  01  thofe 
comfortable  rewards,  of  that  joy,  and  blifs,  whereof 
they  reft  poflTefled.  The  which  God  Almighty,  and 
our  blefled  Saviour,  the  author  and  finiflier  of  our 
faith,  by  his  gracious  aid  and  blefling  grant  unto  us  j 
to  whom  be  all  glory  and  praife  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amai. 


SERMON 
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SERMON     VI. 

Abiding  in  Chrift  to  be  demonftratcd  by  walk- 
ing as  Chriil  did. 


1  John  ii.  6. 

He  that  Jaith  he  abideth  in  him^  ought  himfelf  alfo  Jo  to 
walk  as  be  walked. 

TO  abide  in  Chrift-,  to  be  in  Chrift r,  to  put  on  Chrift -,  s  £  R  M. 
and  reciprocally  Chrift' s  being  in  uSy  living,  dwell*     vi. 
/flg,  being  formed  in  us ;  and  the  like  expreffions  oc-  . 

curring  in  holy  Scripture,  do  not  denote  any  phyfi-  Ro^.  viii. 
cal  inherence,  or  eflential  conjunftlon  between  Chrift  cai.  n.  20. 
and  us,  (fuch  as  thofe  who  affe<fl  unintelligible  myf-  |phj"-'7- 
teries  rather  than  plain  fenfe  would  conceit,)  but     '*^*  ^' 
Only  that  mutual  relation  accruing  from  our  profef- 
fion  of  being  Chrift*s  difcij)les,  our  being  inferted  into 
his  body  the  Church,  being  governed  by  his  laws, 
partaking  of  his  grace,  with  all  the  privileges  of  the 
Gofpel ,  relying  upon  his  promifes,  and  hoping  for  Eter- 
nal falvation  ffom  him.   By  virtue  of  which  relation^ 
we  may  be  faid,  in  a  myftical  or  moral  manner,  to  be 
united  to  him,  deriving  ftrength  and  fuftenance  from 
him,  as  the  members  from  the  head,  the  branches 
from  the  tree,  the  other  parts  of  the  building  from 
the  foundation ;  by  which  fimilitudes  this  myfterious 
union  is  ufually  exprefled  in  Scripture  :   in  effedl, 
"vol.  II.  L  briefly. 
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s  E  R  M.  briefly,  to  be  in,  or  to  abide  in  Chrift,  implieth  no 
VI.     *more,  but  our  being   truly  in   faith   and  praftice 

Chriftians  ;  fo  that  the  meaning  of  St,  John's  words 

feemeth  plainly  and  fimply  to  be  this :  Whoever 
pretends  to  be  a  Chriftian^  (that  is,  to  believe  the 
dodtrine  and  embrace  the  difcipline  of  Chrift,)  ought 
to  walk  (that  is,  is  obliged  to  order  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  life  and  aftions)  as  Chrift  walked,  (that  is,  as 
Chrift  di<?  live  f nd  cpiiverfe  in  the  world  :)  or,  it  is 
the  duty  of  eve^y  one,  profefling  Chriftianity,  to 
conform  his  life  to  the  pattern  of  Chrift's  life,  to  fol- 
low his  example,  to  imitate  his  pradice.  This  is 
the  importance  of  the  words,  this  the  fubjedb  of  our 
prefent  difcourfe. 

I.  For  illuftration  and  confirmation  of  which  point, 
we  may  obferve,  that  the  holy  Apoftles  do  upon  all 
occafions  aflume  this  luppofition,  when  they  would 
perfuade  their  difciples  to  the  pradtice  of  any  virtue, 
or 'performance  of  any  duty  ;  enforcing  their  exhor- 
tations, by  reprefenting  the  praftice  of  Chrift,  as  an 
unqueftionable  ground  of  obligation,  and  an  effec- 
tual inducement  thereto.     Hence  they  incite  them 
X  Pet.  i.  15.  to  holinefs :    Btity  faith  St.  Peter,  as  he  that  hatb 
called  you  is  holy  ^  Jo  be  ye  holy  in  all  manner  of  converfa^ 
Eph.Y.  1.  tion:  to  charijty ;  And  walk  in  lovCy  faith  St.  Paul, 
as   ChriJ  alfo  loved  us :  to  patience  ;  Becaufe^  faith 
iPct.ii.»i.St.  Peter,  Chriji  alfo  fuffered  for  uSy  leaving  us  an  ex* 
Htb.jiu  i,ampley  that  we  fhould  follozv  bis  fleps.    And,  Let  us ^ 
*•  faith  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  run  zvith  patience 

thi  race  that  is  fet  before  «j,  looking  unto  JefuSy  the  au- 
thor and  finifher  of  gur  faith ^  zvho  for  the  Joy  that  was 
Phil.  n.  5,  Jet  before  him  enc^ired the  crojs :  to  humility  j  Lety  faith 
^'  ^'         St.  raul,  thejame  mind  be  in  you^  which  was  alfo  in  Chri/l 
JeJuSy  who^  being  in  theformofGody  thought  it  not  robbery 
to  be  equal  zvith  Qod,  but  made  himjelf  bf  no  reputation  : 
to  charitably  compliance,  and  inoffenfive  demeanour 
toward  others.,  intimated  by  St.  Paul,  when  he  lays, 
A.  Cor.  X.     "Rven  as  I  pleaje  all  men  in  al(  things y  uotjeeking  my  own 
33.  xi.  1.   prqfity  hit  the  profit  of  many^  that  they  might  be  Javed\ 

Be 
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ieyefoUawers  of  mcy  as  I  am  of  Chrifi:  and  again,  Let^  fi  R  M. 
ivery  onetleafe  his  neighbour  for  his  good  to  edification  ;      vi. 

for  even  Cbrift  pleafednot  himfelf  Thus  do  the  Apoftles  -^ * 

take  all  occasion,  from  the  like  praftice  of  Chrifi,  to^om.xv.a, 
pcrfuadc  the  performanGe  of  duty  ;  and  the  ftrength^' 
of  their  argument  lieth  upon  the  evidence  of  this  fup- 
pofition,  that  all  profeflSng  themfelves  Chriftians  are 
cfpecially  obliged  to  imitate  Chrift's  example.  And 
thchr  authority  may  be  backed  and  enforced  by  feve- 
ral  reafons. 

II.  Doing  io  hath  a  reafonablenefs  and  decency 
grounded  upon  our  relations  to  Chrift  :  it  is  fit  and 
comely  that  the  manners  of  the  difciple  (hould  be  re- 
gukteid  bythofeof  his  matter;  that  the  fervant  fliould 
not,  in  his  garb  and  demeanour,  diffent  or  vary  from 
his  lord ;  that  the  fubjeft  (hould  conform  his  humour 
to  the  h(hvm  of  his  prince;  efpecially  that  we  fliould 
thus  comply  and  conform  to  fuch  a  matter,  fuch  a 
lord,  fiwrh  a  prince,  whom  (upon  highett  confidera- 
tions)  by  a  moft  voluntary  choice,  and  in  a  moft  fo- 
knra  manner,  we  have  abfolutely  devoted  ourfelves 
unto :  this  reafon  our  Lord  himfelf  doth  urge  :  7>,joh.  xWu 
forth  he  to  his  difciples,  call  me  Mafler^  and  Lordy  and^^*  '^' 
yifgy  welly  for  fo  I  am  :  if  I  then^  your  Lord  and  Maf 
to,  have  waflxd  your  feet^  ye  alfo  ought  to  wafh  one  an* 
otber'sfeet. 

HI.  Folbwiflg  Chriflfs  example  is  requifite  to  de- 
monftnttethe  fincerity  of  our  faith,  love,  and  reverence 
to  him.  It  is  the  moft  natural  way  of  tettifying  aiFec- 
tion  and  refpeft,  to  imitate  the  manners  of  thofe  per- 
foas,  who  are  the  objeds  of  thofe  ads  and  difpofi- 
*ionSy  to  eftcem  what  they  approve,  to  delight  in 
what  they  aflfed,  and  confequently  (fince  aftions  do 
proceed  from  affedions)  to  do  as  they  do.  Contrary 
a&ons  are  plain  arguments  of  contrary  judgments, 
inclinations,  and  affeftions.  Who  can  imagine  we  fin- 
ccrcly  believe  in  Chrift,  or  heartily  love  him,  or  truly 
honour  him,  that  feeth  us  to  loathe  what  he  liked,  or 
affeft  what  he  detefted ;  to  contemn  what  he  prized, 
or  value  what  he  defpifcd ;.  to  neglcd  what  be  pur- 

L  2  fued. 
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s  E  R  M.fued,  or  embrace  what  he  avoided  ?  But  if  our  Jives 
VI.     refemble  his,  any  man  will  thence  colledb  our  refped 

and  aflfcdion  to  him  5  this  argument  our  Saviour  doth 
|<>h.  xiii.  alio  intimate:  By  this^fuihh^yjhall  all  men  know  yean 
^^*  my  difciplesy  if  ye  love  one  another -y  that  is,  it  will  be  an 

evident  fign  and  ftrong  argument,  that  ye  really  do 

believe  in,  love,  and  honour  me,  if  ye  imitate  me  in 

my  charity. 

IV.  By  pretending  to  be  Chriftians  we  acknowledge 
the  tranfcendent  goodnefs,  worth,  and  excellency  of 
our  Saviour ;  that  he  was  incomparably  better  and 
wifer  than  any  perfon  ever  was,  or  could  be;  that  he 
always  aded  with  the  higheft  reafon,  out  of  the  moft 
excellent  difpofition  of  mind,  in  order  to  i\}Lt  bcft 
purpofes  ;  and  that  his  praftice  therefore  reafonably 
Ihould  be  the  rule  and  pattern  of  ours.  For  the  bcft 
and  exafteft  in  every  kind  is  the  meafure  of  the  reft* 
All  that  would  obtain  exquifite  fkill  in  any  art,  orfe- 
culty,  think  beft  to  imitate  the  worksof  the  beft  maf- 
ters  therein  ;  a  painter  to  draw  after  the  pieces  of 
2^uxis  or  Apelles  (of  Raphael,  or  Titian;)  an  orator 
to  fpeak  in  the  ftyle  of  Cicero,  or  Demofthenes ;  a 
foldier  to  emulate  the  military  achievements  of  Han- 
nibal, or  Caefar:  in  like  manner,  reafon  requireth,if 
we  would  live  well  and  happily,  that  we  (hould  endea- 
vour to  conform  our  praAice  to  that  of  our  Saviour, 
the  moft  perfeft  mirror  of  all  virtue  and  goodnefs. 

V.  The  praftice  of  our  Saviour  did  thoroughly 
agree  with  his  do<ftrine  and  law;  he  required  nothing 
of  us,  which  he  did  not  eminently  perform  himfelf. 
He  fulfilled  in  deed,  as  well  as  taught  in  word,  all 
right eoufnefs.  He  was  not  ignava  opera j  philofopha  fen* 
tentia\  like  thofe  matters  of  philofophy,  fo  frequently 
taxed  and  derided  by  the  Satyrifts;  who,  by  a  hor- 
rid garb,  fupercilious  looks,  and  loud  declamations, 
would  feem  to  difcountcnance  thofe  vices  ^yhich  them- 

-     felves  pradifed  ^;  nor  like  thofe  hypocritical  lawyers 

*nr  Tt  CnfUi  TV  T^ovtf  xoAvTo^r.     Na», 
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^  ^ 

in  the  Gofpcl,  who  laded  other  men  with  heavy  bur-  s  e  r  m^: 
tbenSj  fuch  as  themfelves  would  not  touch  with  one  of    vi: 

their  fingers:   no,  he  impofed  nothing  on  us,  which  ^-^ 

he  did  not  firft  bear  upon  his  own  flioulders :  theL"c-*»-4^- 
ftriftnefs  of  his  life  did,  in  all  refpeds,  correfpond 
with  the  feverity  of  his  precepts,  or  rathet  did  in- 
deed much  exceed  them.  They  therefore  who  pretend 
to  believe  his  doArine,  and  avow  themfelves  bound 
to  obferve  his  law,  are  confequently  engaged  to  follow 
his  practice,  in  which  his  doctrine  and  law  are  fignally 
exemplified. 

VI.  It  being  the  defign  of  divine  goodnefs,  in  fend- 
ing our  Saviour,  to  render  us  good  and  happy,  to  deli- 
ver us  firom  fin  and  mifery,  to  inftmft  us  in  the  know- 
ledge, and  excite  us  to  the  pradtice  of  all  virtue,  and 
thereby  to  qualify  us  for  the  enjoyment  of  a  blefled 
immortality  ;  effefting  all  this  in  a  way  agreeable  to 
our  natural  condition  and  capacity  ;  there  could  not 
be  devifed  any  more  powerful  means,  or  more  conve- 
nient method,  of  accomplifhing  thofe  excellent  pur- 
pofesy  than  by  propounding  fuch  an  example,  and 
obliging  us  to  comply  therewith :  the  which  may  ap- 
pear, I.  by  cbnfidering  in  general  the  advantage  and 
efficacy  that  good  example  is  apt  to  have  upon  prac- 
tice ;  2.  by  weighing  the  peculiar  excellency  of  our 
Saviour's  example  above  all  others,  in-order  to  thofe 
ends  ;  and  3.  by  furveying  the  particular  inftances 
of  imitable  goodnefs  reprefented  in  the  life  of  our  Sa- 
viour. 

I  •  Good  example  is  naturally  an  effeftual  inflm- 
ment  of  good  praftice  ;  for  that  it  doth  mod  com- 
pendiouily,  pleafantly,  and  eafily  inflruft  ;  reprefent- 
ing  things  to  be  done  at  one  view,  in  a  full  body, 
clothed  with  all  their*  modes  and  circumflances ;  it 
reconunends  them  to  us,  by  the  moft  plain  and  plau- 
fible  way  of  reafoning,  (and  withal  the  mofl  lure  and 
fafe)  the  authority  of  wife  and  good  men  ;  it  encou- 
rageth,  by  evidently  declaring  the  pradlicablenefs^  of 
ryles  prefcribed;  it  kindleth  and  roufeth  men's  cou- 

L  3  rage. 
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s  E  R  M.rage,  by  a  kind  of  contagion,  as  one  flame  doth  kiftdte 
VI.     another;  it  raifeth  a  worthy  emulation  of  doing  lau- 

■  ■  dable  things,  which  we  fee  done  ;  or  of  obtaining  a 

(hare  in  the  commendations  and  rewards  oi  virtue, 
Iturgeth  modefty,  breeding  (hame  and  regret  in  them 
who  aft  contrarily  thereto ;  it  awakeneth  curiofity, 
thereby  producing  a  defire  to  make  trial  of  what  it 
propofeth ;  it  affcfteth  and  pleafeth  the  fancy,  there- 
by infmuating  an  approbation,  admiration,  and  liking 
of  the  good  things,  which  it  reprefenteth  :  briefly,  it 
exciteth  and  engageth  all  our  paflions,  fettir^  on 
work  all  tbofe  powerful  fprings  of  aftivity,  it  confc- 
quently  is,  in  its  own  nature,  an  efficacious  mean  of 
good  iM*aftice.  This  we  may  in  general  lay  of  all  good 
examples ;  but, 

2.  More  efpecially  the  example  of  Chrift  doth,  in 
efficacy  and  influence  upon  good  praftice,  furpafs  all 
others  ;  upon  feveral  accounts, 

Firft,  In  that  it  is  a  fure  and  infallible  rule,  an 
entire  and  perfeft  rule  of  praftice ;  deficient  in  no 
part,  fwerving  in  no  circumflance  from  truth  and 
right,  which  privileges  are  competent  to  no  other  ex- 
ample. The  praftice  of  the  beft  men  is  not  always 
to  be  imitated,  nor  everabfolutelyasa  certain  ground 
of  aftion ;  it  is  to  be  (fo  far  as  we  have  ability)  con- 
lidered,  examined,  and  compared  to  more  certain 
rules,  (the  divine  laws,  and  the  principles  of  right 
reafon,)  according  to  their  agreement  with  which  they 
are  to  be  followed  :  they  are  indeed  (before  trial  of 
the  cafe)  probable  arguments  of  what  is  done  by  them 
being  good  and  lawful;  they  do  outweigh  flender  and 
obfcure  reafonings  about  the  goodnefs  of  things ; 
they  may,  when  opportunity,  leifurc,  or  ability  of 
farther  enquiry  and  judgment  about  things  are  want- 
ing, ferve  to  direft  us ;  but  they  are  not  throughly 
fure  rules,  or  perfeft  meafures  of  our  duty.  We  fhould 
beware  left  we  be  feduced  even  by  holy  perfons ;  and 
therefore  with  circumfpeftion  and  caution  (hould 
perufe  their  flory,  and  contemplate  their  demeanour; 

whereof 
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whereof  fhofe  which  are  explicitly  commended,  ors  e  r  m. 
allowed  by  the  divine  judgment,  we  may/ being  af-     Vi. 

furcd  that  we  are  in  the  fame  circumftances,  fafely -:— 

ftdlow,  (taking  them  for  monitdries,  encouragements, 
and  excitements  to  our  duty:)  but  thofe  that  are  di- 
reftly  condemned  by  the  fame  fentence,  or  apparently 
devious  from  God's  law,  we  as  carefully  fliould  avoid; 
"filch  as  are  of  a  doubtful  and  unaccountable  nature 
we  are  to  fufpcnd  about,  and  not  to  ground  uppn  ; 
nor  to  argue  from  the  faft  to  the  rightfulnefs  of  them ; 
the  (afeft  way  being  always  (as  we  are  able)  to  have 
recotirfe  to  the  fimple,  plain,  and  perfpicuous  precepts 
of  God,  ahd  diftates  of  reafon.  For  the  beft  men 
have  biien  always  fubjed:  to  errors  and  infirmities  ; 
the  fountain  of  original  corruption  in  them  was  never 
fa  dried  up,  or  clolely  ftoppea,  but  that  fome  impure 
ftreams  have  bubbled  forth;  the  fire  of  natural  con- 
cupifcence  was  never  fo  utterly  quenched,  but  that 
fometimcs  it  would  blaze,  or  fmoke  out  in  bad  ac- 
tions ;  that  inteftme  enemy,  the  flefh,  was  nevet 
throiighly  fubdued,  nor  the  body  of  fin  quite  flain 
and  mortified  in  any  other  mortal  man.  Good  men 
have  ever  had  fome  fbul  fpots,or  deforming  wrinkles, 
appearing  in  the  beauteous  face  of  their  converfation ; 
they  have  had  their  inequalities  and  indifpofitions  of 
humour,  their  ebbs  of  devotion,  their  fits  of  floth, 
their  wanton  freaks,  their  flips  often,  and  fometimes 
'  their  falls ;  they  have  been  fi\bje6t  to  be  deluded  by 
miftake,  to  be  lurprifed  by  inadvertency,  to  be  tranf- 
ported  by  paffion,  to  be  fwayed  by  temper,  to  be  bi- 
affed  by  intereft,  to  be  allured  by  temptation  into 
faHe  and  unwarrantable  proceedings;  they  might 
fometirae  foil  in  the  fubftance,  oftener  in  the  degree, 
in  the  manner,  in  the  circumftances  of  aftion :  we 
find  them  often  complaining  of  their  pronenefs  to  do 

»  Tt  was  ill  faid  tA  Seneca  :  Catoni  ebrietas  objc6la  eft,  ct  fari- 
llus  cfficiet,  quifquis  objeceril  hoc  crimen,  honcftum^  quam  turpcm 
Catoncm. 

L  4  amifs. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


15  Z  Of  walking  as  Chrift  did. 

s  E  R  M.amifs,  bemoaning  the  wretched  frailty  of  their  ftate; 
VI.     yea,  often  repenting  and  bitterly  mqurning  for  their 

»  adlual  tranfgreffion$ :  there  hardly  is  any  faint,  re- 

corded in  Scripture,  without  fome  blemilh  in  his 
aftions ;  which  (hews  our  weaknefs,  and  eng^eth  us 
to  be  wary.  They  were  indeed  endowed  with  fuffi- 
cient  competences  of  divine  light,  and  graces  fuitable 
to  their  private  needs,  or  to  the  public  exigences  of 
their  times,  places,  occafions,  and  affairs ;  but  not 
with  the  perfeftion  and  extreme  degrees  thereof,  re- 
quifite  to  preferve  them  from  all  mifcarriage;  fo  that 
we  are  not  always,  or  in  all  cafes,  to  conforna  pur 
aftions  to  their  examples :  we  muft  not  learn  tp 
,  equivocate  of  Abraham,  nor  to  circurhvent  o£  Japob^ 
nor  to  be  choleric  of  Mofes,  (fo  as  in  our  exccfs  of 
paflion  to  break  the  tables  of  the  divine  law^)  nor 
of  Eli  to  be  fondly  affeftionate  or  indulgent  to  our 
relations  j  nor  of  David  to  utter  uncharitable  impre- 
cations; nor  to  diflemble  of  St.  Peter;  nor  of 
St.  Paul  to  revile  magiftrates.  The  ufe  we  are  tp 
make  of  many  praftices  of  moft  eminently  pious 
men,  is  not  to  be  mifguided  by  them  into  wrong 
paths;  not  by  them  to  authorize  or  excufe  our  prc^ 
lumptuous  mifdeeds;  but  to  make  us  to  admire  and 
to  rely  upon  the  Divine  mercy,  whicph.  fo  gracioufly 
did  overlook  and  pardon  their  offences ;  to  provoke 
lis  to  an  imitation  of  their  repentance  ;  to  render  us 
watchful  in  fliunning  thofe  rocks,  upon  which  per- 
fons  fo  fkilful  in  the  condud:  of  their  lives  have 
dalhed  ;  to  engage  us  to  humility,  by  confidering  fo 
manifeft  arguments  of  ovjr  frailty,  and  our  being  ob- 
noxious to  greater  and  more  frequent  mifcarriages. 

But  as  to  our  Saviour's  example,  the  cafe  is  quite 
different;  for  though  he 'did  miracles  as  God,  be 
commanded  as  Chrift  ;  he  did  many  heroical  things 
in  difcharge  of  his  office,  &c.  in  which  things  we 
cannot,  or  may  not,  imitate  him  :  yet,  whatever  in 
his  life  was  in  its  own  nature  imitable  by  us,  which 
did  not  exceed  cur  natural  powers,  nor  difagree  with 
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our  condition  and  quality  ;  whatever  he  as  man,  in  s  £  R  m. 
a  private  (Rapacity,  as  fubjeft  to  the  divine  law,  with     vi. 
TCgard  thereto,  performed,  we  may  with  all  freedom,  » 

confidence,  and  iecurity,  imitate.  Nor  can  ib  doing 
incur  any  danger  of  error  or  guilt ;  for  we  cannot, 
without  great  tolly  and  impiety,  fufpeft  any  fault  or 
imperfeftion  in  his  moft  pure,  righteous,  and  inno- 
ceiK  life  :  he  was  holyy  harmlefs^  undefiledy  and  fepa-  Hcb.  vii. 
raud  fromjinners :  he  was  a  lamb  without  blemijb  ^«^?^pet,i.  ,9. 
without  Jpot ;  he  was  in  all  points  tempted  as  we  tfr^,  Hcb.iv.  15! 
yet  without  Jin.  He  did  no  Jin^  nor  zvas  any  guile  found  i  Pet.  ii.  zz, 
in  his  mouth.  God  gave  him  of  bis  fpirit  not  by  mea*  SoWm,  34, 
Jure.  Thefe  are  the  voices  and  elogies  of  the  facred 
Oracles  concerning  him.  The  heavenly  extradition 
even  of  his  humanity  derived  no  original  contagion 
firom  our  polluted  ftock,  and  rendered  him  free  from 
the  common  incentives  of  evil  concupifcence.  The 
infeparable  prefence  of  the  Divinity  with  him  (/orAasx-jt, 
God  was  with  him,  as  St.  Peter  exprefled  it)  and  the 
unreftrained  efFufion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  him, 
did  preferve  him  from  all  defilements  of  infedious 
converfation  in  this  world ;  a  clear  evidence  of  divine 
light  always  (hining  in  his  foul,  diredted  him  infalli- 
bly  in  the  paths  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs  :  no  tem- 
ped of  crofs  accidents  without,  nor  any  efluations  of 
mternal  paffion,  could  difcompofe  the  fteady  calm 
and  ferenity  of  his  mind ;  no  allurement  of  worldly 
pleafure,  nor  temptation  of  profit,  could  pervert  his 
pra<5lice,  or  feduce  his  heart;  being  inflamed  with 
mofl:  intenfe  love  of  God,  and  entire  charity  to  ^icn: 
fo  th;^t  his  ex:ample  muft  needs  be  a  perfeft  rule  and 
fure  direftion  to  us.  Which  confideratioh  cannot 
but  yield  great  encouragement  and  comfort  in  folr 
lowing  him ;  freeing  us  from  all  anxious  doubt  and 
fufpicion  of  miftake  in  our  fpiritual  progrels ;  like 
the  prefence  of  a  lure  guide  to  the  bewildered  tra- 
veller ;  like  the  appearance  of  a  flar  to  the  weather- 
beaten  mariner ;  like  that  miraculous  pillar  of  fire, 
which    lafely    conducted    the  wandering   Ifraelites 
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s  E  R  M.  through  the  unknown  and  unfrequented  paffages  of 
VI.     a  wild  defart.     But  farther, 

— — —  Secondly,  The  peculiar  excellency  of  our  Lord's 
example  appears,  in  that  he  was,  by  the  divine  Pro- 
vidence, to  this  very  purpofe  defigned,  and  fent  into 
the  world,  as  well  by  his  practice  as  by  his  doftrine, 
to  be  the  guide  and  mafter  of  holy  life  and  obedi* 
ence  to  alT  men ;  and  did  accordingly  propound  to 
himfelf  this  end  of  his  aftions,  that  he  might  be  imi- 
tated by  his  difciples.  So  he  declareth  himfelf,  as  to 
fome  confiderable  paff^s  of  his  life;  and  thence,  by 
reafonable  inference,  we  may  fuppofe  the  fame  of  the 
reft,  fo  far  as  they  might  be  conducible  to  the  fame 
end;  efpecially,  fince  of  fome  performances,  no  other, 
or  no  fo  probable  account  can  be  given,  as  that  they 
were  done  for  exemplarity  :  for  why  (hould  he  fed, 
who  had  no  fins  to  be  repented  of,  no  rebellious  flefh 
to  be  tamed,  no  intemperate  defires  to  be  mortified, 
no  coldnefs  of  devotion  to  be  enlivened  thereby*? 
And  why  did  he  offer  himfelf  to  be  baptized,  who 
had  no  original  ftain  to  be  cleanfed  of,  no  fault  to  be 
forgiven,  no  want  of  fpecial  grace  to  be  conferred? 
Why,  but,  by  his  exemplary  hilfilling  all  righteouf* 
nefs,  to  teach  us  ready  obedience  to  all  divine  infli- 
tutions,  and  peaceable  compliance  with  all  laudable 
cuftoms  ?  So  an  ancient  writer  wifely  defcanteth  upon 
thofe  practices  of  our  Saviour :  He  was^  faith  that 
writer,  baptized^  and  fajiedj  not  becaufe  he  had  need  of 
any  cleanjingy  or  fqftingy  ivho  in  nature  was  pure  and 
holy  ;  but  that  he  might  atieji  to  the  truth  of  St.  John^ 
and  might  exhibit  a  pattern  to  us^:  What  induced  him 
to  condefcend  to  fuch  a  mifbefeeming  employment 
to  appearance,  as  the  wafhing  of  his  difciples'  feet, 

^aihvup.  Cbryf,  torn.  ii.  p.  8i. 
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be  doth  himfelf  tell  us :  If  I  thtn^  faith  he,  ymr  Lords  e  r  m. 
mnd  Majler^  have  wafhed  your  feet  y  ye  ought  alfo  to  ivafb     vi. 
me  atioiher^ s  feet 'y  for  I  have  given  you  an  example ^  that  ■ 

ye  Jbould  do  as  I  have  done  unto  you.  This  was  his 
{HTofefled^Tcope  and  drift,  in  that  admirable  deport- 
ment of  his,  to  teach  us  humility,  charity,  and  con- 
deicenfion  toward  themeaneft  of  our  brethren.  What 
did  thofe  exuberant  inftances  of  charity,  praftifed 
l^  him,  import?  This  efpecially,  that  we  (hould  imi- 
tate them:  hither  he  drives  themj  I'hisy  faith  he,John  »▼, 
is  my  commandment y  that  ye  love  one  another ^  as  I  have  "* 
laved  you.  Why  was  he  in  his  difpofition  fo  meek 
and  gentle,  in  his  converfation  fo  humble  and  low- 
ly ?  To  this  purpofe,  that  we  might  of  him  learn 
thofe  excellent  qualities  :  Learn  of  me^  faith  he,  /(?rMat.xi.a9. 
/  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart.  And  St.  Peter  faith, 
That  Cbrift  fuffered  for  usy  leaving  us  an  example^  that iVetM 21. 
'we  Jhould  follow  bisfttps\  fignifying,  that  he  defigned 
his  patience  to  be  exemplary  to  us.  If  then  our  Sa- 
viour, in  his  humility,  his  charity,  his  meeknefs,  his 
patience,  intended  his  life  to  be  exemplary,  and  ex- 
prefsly  propounded  it  as  fuch ;  then  certainly,  in  his 
devotion,  his  felf-denial,  his  juflice,  in  all  other  vir- 
tues, he  had  the  fame  intention ;  and  what  he  in- 
tended, God  defigned  to  be  ;  and  what  God  defign- 
ed to  be,  was  doubtlefs  eminently  conducible  to  the 
end  defigned ;  and  therefore  our  Saviour's  life  was 
mofl  exemplary.  Other  faints  indeed  were  of  very 
exemplary  converfation ;  but  either  proved  to  be  fo, 
according  to  ordinary  courfe  of  Providence,  without 
any  peculiar  defignation  thereto,  (their  free  choice 
confpiring  with  God's  grace  in  producing  good 
works  fhinihg  before  men,)  or  at  mofl,  by  a  reftrain- 
ed  determination  to  fome  particular  time,  place,  or 
people;  as  Mofes  was  chofen  ai>d  appointed  to  con-AAsv.i.^, 
duft  the  Ifraelites  j  David  was  taken  front  the  Jheep-''^^]'  **' • 
foldy  and  following  the  ewes  great  with  young,  to  ftectPt,  \^ 
Jacob  God^s  people^  and  Ifrael  his  inheritance  ;  Jertrny 
was  fandified  from  his  birth,  and  ordained  to  be  a 

prophet 
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SER  M. prophet  of  the  nations  in  his  times;  and  St.  Paul 
VI.     was  feparated  from  the  womb  to  be  a  preacher  of  the 
'  ■        Chriftian  faith :    thefe,  and  fuch  like  eminent  per- 
fons,  Almighty  God,  in  his  goodnefs,  was  pleafed  to 
raife  up,  to  be,  in  their  generations,  as  it  we|p,  partial 
and  temporary  Saviours,  as  by  declaring  his  will, 
and  revealing  his  truth  to  men,  fo  by  guiding  them 
Joh.v.  35.  with  a  remarkable  example  :  tliefe  burning  andjhming 
^^'^fiu:Jamps  {zs  St.  John  the  Baptift  is  called)  were  indeed 
toiiw.       like  lamps  fet  up  in  fome  particular  families,  with  a 
competent  luftre,  to  difpel  the  prefent  darknefs,  fhin-r 
ing  within  their  definite  fphere,  and  for  a  determi' 
nate  time  :  but  our  Saviour,  like  the  fan,  fixed  in  a 
higher  orb,  was  ordained  with  a  perpetual  and  un- 
confined  fplendour  to  illuminate  the  univerie,  to 
caufe  a  general  and  everlafting  day  of  healthful  and 
comfortable  knowledge  over  the  face  of  the  whole 
Johni.  9.   earth.    He  was  thai  true  lights  which  enlightenetb  every 
Luc.  ii.  i\,man  coming  into  the  world ;  He  was  prepared  before  the 
"^"*  face  of  all  people ^  to  he  a  light  to  lighten  the  nations \ 

(not  Ifrael  only,  but  the  nations  indefinitely,  or  all 
Hcb.ii.  10. nations.)     He  was  ordained,  not  commander  of  a 
fingle  regiment,  or  party,  but  captain-general  of  all 
mankind,  to  condu6f  all  thofe  who  were  difpofed  to 
follow  him,  by  a  vittorious  obedience,  into  tlmt  tri- 
umphant ftate  of  everlafting  joy  and  happinefs.    His 
example  doth  belong  unto  us  all,  without  exception, 
Rom.  viii.  by  Divine  ordination  ;  for  we^  all  of  us,  were  (to  ufe 
^^'  St.  Paul's  expreffion)  predejiinated  to  be  conformed  t^ 

the  image  of  God's  Son  j  that  he  might  be  the  firfi-born 
among  many  brethren.  So  it  was,  and  fo  it  became 
the  mfinite  goodnefs  and  philanthropy  of  God,  to 
beftow  upon  mankind  one  perfeftly  good  example, 
inviting  to  all  virtue,  and  fo  fit  to  countervail  all 
thofe  many  bad  ones,  wherewith  we  converfe,  en- 
ticing to  vice  ;  to  fet  forth,  among  fo  many  imper- 
fe6t  ones,  one  accomplifhed  piece  of  his  heavenly 
workmanlhip,  able  to  attradt  the  eyes  and  ravifh 
the  hearts  of  all  men  with  admiration  of  its  excellent 
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worth  and  beauty  ;  to  offer  to  our  view  feme  dif-  s  e  R  m. 
cemible  reprefentation   of  his  invifible  perfeftions  j     vi. 

that  fo  we  might  better  be  induced  and  inured  to  — ■ 

apprehend,  love,  reverence,  and  imitate  himfelf,  bj^J^^-^/^. 
contemplation  of  that  moft  exquifite  image  of  him  ;i«r»of^Ln, 
to  give  an  evident  proof  that  the  higheft  virtue  is-^^*^;*;*  f** » 
not  unpradicable,  that  human  nature,  by  aid  and*c«rr*^^ 
guidance  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  may  arrive  to  the  fub- 
limeft  pitch  of  perfection  in  •  gdodnefs  j  in  fine,  to 
expofe  fuch  a  common,  fweet,  and  lovely  pattern,  as 
we  with  affurance,  joy,  and  comfort  may  follow. 

Thirdly,  Our  Saviour's  example  is  efpecially  influ- 
ential upon  pra&ice,  in  that  it  was,  by  an  admirable 
temp)erament,  more  accommodated  for  imitation 
than  any  others  have  been;  that  the  perfeft  copy 
of  his  moft  holy  life  feems  more  >2afy  to  be  tran- 
fcribed,  than  the  ruder  draughts  of  other  holy  men  r 
for  though  it  were  written  with  an  incomparable 
faimefs,  delicacy,  and  evennefs ;  not  flurred  with 
any  foul  blot,  nor  any  where  declining  from  exaft 
ftraightnefs;  yet  were  the  lineaments  thereof  exceed- 
ing plain  and  fimple  ;  not  by  any  gaudy  flourifhes^ 
or  impertinent  intrigues,  rendered  difficult  to  ftu- 
dious  imitation  ;  fo  that  even  women  and  children, 
the  weakeft  and  meaneft  fort  of  people,  as  well  as 
the  moft  wife  and  ingenious,  might  eafily  perceive 
its  defign,  and  with  good  fuccefs  write  after  it.  His 
was  a  gentle  and  fteady  light,  bright  indeed,  but  not 
dazzling  the  eye ;  warm,  but  not  fcorching  the  face 
of  the  moft  intent  beholder ;  no  affeded  fingulari- 
ties,  no  fupercilious  morofities,  no  frivolous  oftenta- 
tions  of  feemingly  high,  but  really  fruitlefs  perform- 
ances ;  nothing  that  might  deter  a  timorous,  dif- 
courage  a  weak,  or  offend  a  fcrupulous  difciple,  is 
obfervablc  in  his  pradlice  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  his 
converfation  was  full  of  lowlinefs  and  condefcenfion, 
of  meeknefs  and  fweetnefs,  of  opennefs  and  candid 
fimplicity  ;  apt  to  invite  and  allure  all  men  to  ap- 
proach toward  it,  and  with  fatisfaftion  to  enjoy  it. 

He 
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s  E  R  M.  He  did  not  feclude  himfelf  into  the  conftant  retire- 
VI.  meats  of  a  cloifter,  nor  into  the  farther  receffes  of  a 
■■  wildcrnefs,  (as  fome  others  hare  done)  but  converfcd 
freely  and  indifferently  with  all  forts  of  men,  even 
the  moft  contemptible  and  odious  fort  of  men,  pub* 
/icons  and  Jinners ;  like  the  fun,  with  an,  impartial 
bounty,  liberally  imparting  his  pleaGmt  light  and 
comfortable  warmth  to  all.  He  ufed  no  uncouth 
aufterities  in  habit,  or  diet;  but  complied,  in  his 
earb,  with  ordinary  ufage,  and  fuftained  his  life  with 
mch  food  as  cafual  opportunity  did  offer ;  io  that 
his  indifferency  in  that  kind  yiddcd  matter  of  ob- 
loquy againfl  him  from  the  fond  admirers  of  a  hu« 
morous  precifenefs.  His  devotions  (though  exceed* 
ingly  fprightful  and  fervent)  were  not  ufiially  ex* 
tended  to  a  tedious  and  exhauftrng  durance,  nor 
drained  into  ecftatical  tranfports,  charming  the  na- 
tural fenfes,  and  overpowering  the  reafon ;  but  calm, 
fteady,  and  regular,  fuch  as  perfons  of  honeft  inten- 
tion and  hearty  defire  (though  not  endued  with  hi]^ 
fancy,  or  flirring  paffion)  might  readily  imitate.  His 
zeal  was  not  violent  or  impetuous,  except  upon  very 
great  reafon,  and  extraordinary  occafion,  when  the 
honour  of  God,  or  good  of  men,  was  much  concern- 
ed. He  was  not  rigorous  in  the  obfervance  of  tradi- 
tional rites  and  cuftoms,  (fuch  as  were  needlefsly 
burthenfome,  or  which  contained  in  them  more  of 
formal  fhcw  than  of  real  fruit,)  yet  behaved  himlelf 
orderly  and  peaceably,  giving  due  refpedt  to  the  leafl 
inftitution  of  God,  and  complying  with  the  innocent 
cuftoms  of  men ;  thereby  pointing  out  unto  us  the 
middle  way  between  peevilh  fuperftition  and  boifte- 
rous  fadlion ;  which  as  always  the  moft  honeft,  fo 
commonly  is  the  moft  fafe  and  plealant  way  to  walk 
in.  He  delighted  not  to  difcourfe  of  fublime  myfte- 
ries,  (although  his  deep  wifdom  comprehended  all) 
nor  of  iTubtile  fpeculations  and  intricate  queftions, 
fuch  as  might  amufe  and  perplex,  rather  than  in- 
ftruft  and  profit  his  auditors  v  but  ufiially  did  feed 
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his  auditors  with  the    mofl  common  and  ufeful  s  e  r  m, 
truths,  and  that  in  the  mod  famihar  and  intelligible     vi. 
language;  not  difdaining  the  ufe  of  vulgar  fayings, — 
and  trivial  proverbs,  when  they  beft  ferved  to  infi- 
riuate  his  wholefome  meaning  into  their  minds.    His 
whole  life  was  fpent  in  exercife  of  the  moft  eafy  and 
pleafant,  yet  moft  neceflary  and  fubftantial^  duties  j 
obedience  to  God,  charity,  meeknefs,  himiility,  pa- 
tience, and  the  like;  the  which,  that  he  might  prac- 
tife  with  the  greateft  latitude,  and  with  moft  advan- 
tage for  general  imitation,  he  did  not  addict  himfelf 
to  any  particular  way  of  life,  but  difentangled  him- 
felf  from  all  worldly  care  and  bufinefs  ;  choofing  to 
appear  in  the  moft  free,  though  very  mean  condi- 
tion; that  he  might  indifferently  inftruft,  by  his  ex- 
ample, perfons  oiall  callings,  degrees,  and  capacities; 
efpecially   the  moft,  that  is,  the  poor ;  and  might 
have  opportunity,  in  the  fece  of  the  world,  to  prac-r 
tife  the  moft  difficult  of  neceffary  duties ;  lowlmefs, 
contentednefs,  abftinence  from  pleafure,  contempt  of 
the  world,  fufferance  of  injuries  and  reproaches.  Thus 
fuited  and  tempered  by  divine  wifdom  was  the  life 
of  our  bleffed  Saviour,  that  all  forts  of  men  might 
be  in  an  equal  capacity  to  follow  him,  that  none 
might  be  offended,  affrighted,  or  difcouraged;  but 
that  all   might  be  plealed,  delighted,  enamoured, 
with  the  homely  majefty  and  plain  beauty  thereof. 
And  in  effeft  fo  it  happened,  that  ordinary  people 
(the  weakeft,  but  fincereft  and  unprejudiced  fort  of 
men)  were  greatly  taken  with,  moft  admired  and  ap- 
plauded his  deportment ;  manjr  of  them  readily  em- 
bracing his  doctrine,  and  devoting  themfclves  to  his 
difcipline  ;  while  only  the  proud,  envious,  covetous, 
and  ambitious  fcribes  and  lawyers  rejefted  his  excel- 
lent do<5lrine,  fcorned  the  heavenly  Cmplicity  and 
holy  integrity  of  his  life. 

Fourthly,   The   tranfcendent  excellency  •  of  our 
Lord's  example  appeareth,  in  that  it  is  attended 
with  the  greateft  obligations  (of  gratitude  and  inge- 
nuity. 
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s  E  R  M.nulty,  of  juftice,  of  intereft,  of  duty,)  mightily  en-* 
vr.     gaging  us  to  follow  it.    t'or  it  is  not  the  example  of 

——  an  ordinary  or  inconfiderable  perfon,  of  a  ftranger, 
of  one  indifferent,  or  unrelated  to  us ;  but  of  a  glo- 
rious prince,  of  heavenly  extraftion,  (the  firft-bom 
Son  of  the  Almighty  God,  fole  heir  of  eternal  Ma- 
jefty,)  of  our  Lord  and  Mafter,  to  whom  we  are  for 
ever  bound  by  indifpenfible  bands  of  duty  and  obe- 
dience ;  of  our  great  Captain,  who  hath  undertaken 
to  fubdue  our  enemies,  and  hath  obliged  us  to  follow 
his  conduft,  in  a  holy  warfare,  againft  them,  by  mofl 
folemn  facraments  and  vows ;  df  our  beft  Friend, 
from  whom  we  have  received  the  greateft  favours 
and  benefits  imaginable;  of  our  moft  gracious  Sa- 
viour,  who,  for  our  fake,  hath  voluntarily  fuftained 
moft  bitter  pains,  and  (hamefiil  contumelies ;  having 
facrificed  his  deareft  heart-blood  to  redeem  us  from 
intolerable  flaveries,  and  from  extremities  of  horrible 
mifery ;  of  him,  to  whom,  in  all  refpefts,  we  do  owe 
the  higheft  refp^,  love,  and  obfervance  that  cart 
be.  Now  it  is  the  nature  and  property  both  of  re- 
fpe(5t  and  love  (fuch  as  upon  fo  many  grounds  wd 
owe  to  him)  to  beget  in  the  pcrfon  refpefting  and 
loving,  an  endeavour,  anfwerabie  to  the  degrees  of 
thofe  difpofitions,  of  conforming  to,  and  refembling, 
the  qualities  and  manners  of  the  perfon  refpedted,  or 
beloved.  We  fee  how  readily  children  do  comply 
with  the  cuftoms  of  their  parents  and  tutors ;  fer- 
vants  of  their  mafters  and  patrons  ;  fubjefts  of 
their  princes  and  governors,  with  a  ftudious  earneft- 
nefs  compofing  themfelves  to  exprefs  in  their  car- 
riage, not  only  their  good  or  their  indifferent  fafhioni 
and  manners,  but  even  their  moft  palpable  deformi- 
ties and  vices ;  infomuch,  that  a  whole  family,  a  ci- 
ty, a  nation  may  be  debauched  from  its  fobriety,  or 
leformed  from  its  diflblutenefs,  even  inftantly,  by 
the  example  of  one  perfon,  who,  by  hts  place,  power, 
and  authority,  challengeth  extraordinary  reverence 
from  men  :  and  much  greater  influence  hath  hearty 

love 
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love  to  transform  our  manners  into  an  agreement  s  E  R  m. 
with  the  manners  of  him  we  love:  IVhat  a  man  loves,     VK 
that  be  imitateth  fo  much  as  lies  in  his  power,  faith  Hie-  ■ 
rocles,  truly.     For  love  being  founded  on  a  good'^.w^);*- 
cfteem,  and  a  benevolent  inclination  thence  refult-^I^^r 
ing,  engageth  the  affeftionate  perfon  to  admire  the '^f*'** '^'* 
qualities  of  him  he  affefteth,  to  obferve  his  deport- 
ments, to  make  the  mod  advantageous  conftruftioa 
of  what  he  doeth  ;  to  fancy  he  doeth  all  things  with 
beft  reafon  and  difcretion  ;  to  deem,  therefore,  that 
all  his  aftions  deferve  and  require  imitation :  hence 
doth  love  either  find,  or  foon  produce,  a  competent 
fimilitude  in  the  parties,  fa  fimilitude  of  mind,  of 
will,  of  inclination,  and  affedtion,  an  eadem  velle  et 
nolle :)  it  doth  forcibly  attraft  as  to  a  vicinity  of 
place  and  converfe,  fo  to  an  agreement  of  affe<^ions 
and  adions  ;  it  uniceth  the  moft  diftant,  it  reconcil- 
eth  the  moft  oppofite,  it  turneth  the  moft  difcordant 
natures  into  a  fweet  confent  and  harmony  of  difpofi- 
tion  and  demeanour.    We  then  having  the  greateft 
reafon  both  to  honour  and  love  our  Saviour,  furely 
his  example  being  duly  ftudied  and  confidered  by 
us,  muft  needs  obtain  a  fuperlative  influence  upon 
our  pradice,  and  be  very  powerful  to  conform  and 
affimilate  it  to  his. 

Thefe  confiderations  may  fuffice,  to  (hew  the  pe- 
culiar excellency  of  our  Saviour's  example  in  virtue, 
and  efficacy  upon  our  praftice ;  the  fame  more  abun- 
dantly might  be  deduced  from  a  furvey  of  the  moft 
confiderable  particulars,  in  which  we  may  and  ought 
to  imitate  him.  But  the  time  will  not  fuffer  us  to 
launch  forth  into  fo  vaft  a  fea  of  difcourfe.  I  (hall 
only,  therefore,  from  the  premifes,  exhort,  that  if 
any  carneft  defire  of  happinels,  any  high  efteem  of 
virtue,  any  true  afFeftion  to  genuine  lanftity  do 
lodge  in  our  breafts,  we  fliould  apply  this  moft  ex- 
cellent means  of  attaining  them  ;  the  ftudy  and  en* 
deavour  of  imitating  the  life  of  our  Lord.  If  we  have 
in  us  any  truth  and  lincerity,  and  do  not  vainly  prer 
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s  t  R  M.varicate  in  our  profeflion  of  being  Chrift's  difciplesi 
VI.     and  votaries  of  that  moll  holy  inftitution,  let  us  ma- 

nifeft  it  by  a  real  conformity  to  the  pfaftice  of  him 

who  is  our  Mafter,  and  author  of  our  faith.  If  we 
have  in  us  any  wifdom,  or  fober  confideration  of 
things,  let  us  employ  it  in  following  the  fteps  of  that 
infallible  guide,  defigned  by  heaven  to  lead  us  in  the 
ftraight,  even,  and  pleafant  ways  of  righteoufnefs, 
unto  the  poflefllon  of  everlafting  blifs.  If  we  do  ve- 
rily like  and  approve  the  practice  of  Chrift,  and  are 
affefted  with  the  innocent,  fweet,  and  lovely  comcli- 
nefs  thereof,  let  us  declare  fuch  our  mind  by  a  fcdu- 
lous  care  to  refemble  it.  If  we  bear  any  honour  and 
reverence,  any  love  and  affeftion  to  Chrift ;  if  we 
are  at  all  fenfible  of  our  relations,  our  manifold  obli- 
gations, our  duties  to  our  great  Lord,  our  beft  Friend, 
our  moft  gracious  Redeemer  ;  let  us  teftify  it  by  a 
zealous  care  to  become  like  to  him :  let  a  lively 
image  of  his  moft  righteous  and  innocent,  moft  holy 
and  pious,  moft  pure  and  fpotlefs  life  be  ever  pre- 
fent  to  our  fancies;  lo  as  to  inform  our  judgments, 
to  excite  our  affections,  to  quicken  our  endeavours, 
to  regulate  our  purpofes,  to  corrcdt  our  miftakes,  to 
direft,  amend,  and  fanftify  our  whole  lives.  Let  us, 
with  inceflant  diligence  of  ftudy,  meditate  upon  the 
beft  of  hiftories,  wherein  the  tenour  of  his  divine 
pradlice  is  reprefented  to  us ;  revolving  frequently 
in  our  thoughts  all  the  moft  confiderable  paflages 
thereof,  entertaining  them  with  devout  paflions,  ira- 
preffing  them  on  our  memories,  and  ftriving  to  cx- 
prefs  them  in  our  con veriat ions :  let  us  endeavour 
continually  to  walk  in  the  fteps  of  our  Lord,  and  to 
follow  the  Lamb  zvhitherfoever  he  goeth ;  which  that 
we  may  be  able  to  do,  do  thou,  O  blefled  Redeemer, 
draw  us,  draw  us  by  the  cords  of  thy  love  ;  draw  us 
by  the  fenfe  of  thy  goodnefs ;  draw  us  by  the  incom- 
parable worth  and  excellency  of  thy  perfon  ;  draw 
us  by  the  unipotted  purity  and  beauty  of  thy  exam- 
ple ;  draw  us  by  the  merit  of  thy  precious  death, 

^  and 
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and  by  the  power  of  thy  holy  Spirit ;  Draw  us^  good  s  e  r  m. 
Lord,  and  wejhall  run  after  ihee.     Amen.  vi. 

Almighty  Gody  zvho  haft  given  thine  only  Son  to  be  unto  Coii.  for  ^d 
us  both  a  facrifice  for  fin^  and  aljo  an  enf ample  ^/^l^ft^;''*"^ 
godly  life ;  give  us  grace y  that  zve  may  ahvays  mtfi 
thankfully  receive  that  his  ineftimahle  benefit ;  and  aljo 
daily  endeavour  ourfelves  to  follozv  the  bleJJ'ed  fteps  of 
his  moft  holy  life^  through  the  fame  Jefus  Chrijl  cur 
Lord.     Amen. 


M2  SKRMON 
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SERMON    VII. 


The  Danger  and  Mifchief  of  delaying 
Repentance. 


Psalm  cxix.  60. 
/  made  bajle^  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy  commandments, 

THIS  Pfalm  (no  lefs  excellent  in  virtue,  than  s  e  R  M. 
large  in  bulk)  containeth  manifold  refledlions     vii. 

upon  the  nature,  the  properties,  the  adjunfts  and  ef- — ^ 

fefts  of  God's  law;  many  fprightly  ejaculations  about 
it  (conceived  in  different  forms  of  fpeech ;  fome  in 
way  of  petition,  fome  of  thankfgiving,  fome  of  refo- 
lution,  fome  of  affertion  or  aphorifm;)  many  ufeful 
diredions,  many  zealous  exhortations  to  the  obferv- 
ance  of  it ;  the  which  are  not  ranged  in  any  ftrift 
order,  but  (like  a  variety  of  fair  flowers  and  whole- 
fome  herbs  in  a  wide  field)  do  with  a  grateful  confu- 
fion  lie  difperfed,  as  they  freely  did  fpring  up  in  the 
heart,  or  were  fuggefted  by  the  devout  fpirit  of  him, 
who  indited  the  Plalm;  whence  no  coherence  of  fen- 
tcnces  being  defigned,  we  may  confider  any  one  of 
them  abfolutely,  or  fingly  by  itfelf. 

Among  them,  that  which  I  have  picked  out  for 
the  fubjeft  of  my  difcourfe,  implieth  an  excellent 
rule  of  pradice,  authorifed  by  the  Pfalmift's  exam- 

M  3  pie : 
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s  E  R  M.  pie  :  it  is  propounded  in  way  of  devotion  or  immc- 
VII.     diate  addrefs  to  God;  unto  whofe.  infallible  know- 

'  ledge  his  confcience  maketh  an  appeal  concerning 

his  pradice  ;  not  as  boafting  thereof,  but  as  praifing 
God  for  it,  unto  whofe  gracious  inftruftion  and  fuc- 
cour  he  frequently  doth  afcribe  all  his  performance?. 
But  the  manner  of  propounding  I  Ihall  not  infitt 
upon  ;  the  rule  itfelf  is,  that  fpeedily,  without  any 
j)rocraftinarion  or  delay,  we  lliould  apply  ourfelves 
lo  the  obfervance  of  God's  commandments;  the 
praftice  of  which  rule  it  (hall  be  my  endeavour  to 
recommend  and  prefs. 

It  is  a  common  praftice  of  meo,  that  are  engaged 
in  bad  courfes,  which  their  own  confcience  difcerneth 
and  difapprovcth,  to  adjourn  the  reformation  of  their 
lives  to  a  farther  time,  lb  indulging  themfelves  in  the 
prelent  commiflion  of  fin,  that  yet  they  would  feem 
to  purpofe  and  promifc  themfelves  hereafter  to  re- 

v.aurosa-  pent  aiid  take  up  * :  few  refolve  to  perfifl  finally  in 

TtlT'^ncc^-  ^^  ^^^'  ^^^y»  ^^  defpair  of  being  one  day  reclaimed  i 
i-^imis  un-  but  immediately  and  efFedlually  to  fet  .upon  it,  many"^ 
/J./.T.*  '^""deem  unfeafonable  or  needlefs;  it  will,  they  prefume, 
be  foon  enough  to  begin  to-morrow,  or  next  day,  a 
month  or  a  year  hence,  when  they  (hall  find  more 
commodious  opportunity,  or  (hall  prove  better  dif- 
pofed  thereto  :  ih  the  mean  time  with  Solomon's 
Prov.vi.io.  fluggurd,  Tety  fay  they,  a  little Jleep^  a  little  Jlumber^  a 
little  folding  of  the  hands:  let  us  but  negleft  this  duty, 
let  us  but  fatisfy  this  appetite,  let  us  but  enjoy  this 
bout  of  pleafure ;  hereafter,  God  willing,  we  mean 
to  be  more  careful,  wc  hope  that  we  fliall  become 
more  fober  :  fo  like  bad  debtors,  when  our  con- 
Icience  dunneth  us,  we  always  mean,  we  always  pro- 
mile  to  pay ;  if  (he  will  ftay  a  while,  (he  (hall,  we  tell 
her,  be  (atisfied  ;  or  like  vain  fpendthrifts,  we  lee 
our  efhite  fly,  yet  prefume  that  it  will  hold  out,  anct 

•  Recognofce  fingulos,  confidera  univcrfos,  nulliiis  non  vita  <]>ec- 
i^*  \r\  crattintim  ;  non  cnim  vivunt,  fed  vidturi  funt.  Sfn,  Ef,  4j;. 
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at  length  we  fliall  referve  enough  for  our  ufe.    Eks  e  r  m. 
au^iok  T«  cic}ii(tiOL^  Let  ferious  buftnefs  flay  till  the  mor-     vii. 
roWj  was  a  faying  that  coft  dear  to  him  who  faid  it ;  ■ 

yet  we  in  our  greateft  concerns  follow  him.  p^"^-  '^  p*^- 

But  how  fallacious,  how  dangerous,  and  how  mif-Noneft, 
chievous  this  manner  of  proceeding  is;  how  n^^chj^^^^^*^^^jj|' 
better  and  more  advifable  it  is,  after  the  example<5c?i!vivam' 
propounded  in  our  text,  fpeedily  to   betake   our-^*"^'*  ^-  ^^• 
felves  unto  the  difcharge  of  our  debt  and  duty  to 
God,  the  following  confiderations  will  plainly  de- 
clare. 

I.  We  may  confider,  that  the  obfervance  of  God's 
commandments  (an  obfervance  of  them  proceeding 
from  an  habitual  difpofition  of  mind,  in  a  conftant 
tenor  of  praftice,)  is  our  indifpenfible  duty,  our  main 
concernment,  our  only  way  to  happinefs  ;  the  necef- 
farj'  condition  of  our  attaining  falvation ;  that  alone, 
which  can  procure  God's  love  and  favour  toward  us; 
that  unto  which  all  real  bleffings  here,  and  all  blife 
hereafter,  are  infeparably  annexed :  Fear  God,  andzcc\.  xii. 
keep  bis  commandments ^  for  this  is  the  whole  of  man  ;'^' 
(the  whole  duty,  the  whole  defign,  the  whole  perfec- 
tion, the  fiim  of  our  wifdom  and  our  happinefs.)  //Matt.  xix. 
thou  wUt  enter  into  life^  keep  the  commandments  :  ^Ti^^pfai.  xi.  -. 
righteous  Lord  loveih  righteoufnefs',  his  countenance  dothProv.x\.\,. 
behold  the  upright :  God  will  render  to  every  man  ac-  ^^^'  "*  ^* 
wording  to  bis  zvorks  :  thefe  are  oracles  indubitably 
clear,  and  infallibly  certain;   thefe  are  immoveable 
terms  of  juftice  between  God  and  man,  which  never 
will,  never  can  be  relaxed  ;  being  grounded  on  the^ia^.v.is. 
immutable  nature  of  God,  and   eternal   reafon   of,^/*^'* 
things  ■:  if  God  had  not  decreed,  if  he  had  not  faid^'^^-  <^*'»- 
thefe  things,  they  would  yet  aflurediy  be  true ;  for^^* 
it  is  a  foul  ccmtradiftion  to  reafon,  that  a  man  ever 
{hould  pleafe  God  without  obeying  him ;  it  is  a 
grofe  abiurdity  in  nature,  that  a  man  flxmld  be  hap- 
py without  being  good :  wherefore  all  the  wit  in  the 
world  cannot  devife  a  way,  all  the  authority  upon 
earth  (yea,  I  dare  fay,  even  in  heaven  itfelf)  cannot 
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s  E  R  M.  eftablifti  a  condition,  befide  faithful  obfervancc  of 
VII.  God's  law,  that  can  fave,  or  make  us  happy :  from 
— —  it  there  can  be  no  valid  difpenfation,  without  it 
there  can  be  no  effeftuai  abfolution,  for  it  there  cart 
be  no  acceptable  commutation ;  nor,  in  defeft  there- 
of, will  any  faith,  any  profeflion,  any  trick  or  pre* 
tence  whatever,  avail  or  fignify  any  tiling :  whatever 
expedient  to  fupply  its  room  fuperftition,  miftake. 
craft,  or  prefumption  may  recommend,  we  (hall,  re- 
lying thereon,  be  certainly  dcludedv  If  therefore  wc 
mean  to  be  faved,  (and  are  we  fo  wild  as  not  to  mean 
it  ?)  if  we  do  not  renounce  felicity,  (and  do  we  not 
then  renounce  our  wits?)  to  become  virtuous,  to 
proceed  in  a  courfe  of  obedience,  is  a  work  that  ne- 
ceflarily  muft  be  performed  :  and  why  then  (hould 
we  not  inftantly  undertake  it  ?  wherefore  do  wc  de- 
mur or  ftick  at  it  ?  how  can  we  at  all  reft  quiet, 
while  an  affair  of  fo  vaft  importance  lieth  upon  our 
hands,  or  until  our  mind  be  freed  of  all  uncertainty 
and  fufpcnfe  about  it  ?  Were  a  probable  way  fug- 
geftcd  to  us  of  acquiring  great  wealth,  honour^  or 
pleafurc,  (hould  we  not  quickly  run  about  it  ?  could 
we  contentedly  ileep,  till  we  had  brought  the  bufi- 
nefs  to  a  fure  or  hopeful  iflfue  ?  and  why  with  lefs 
expedition  or  urgency  (hould  we  purfue  the  certain 
mean?  of  our  prefent  fecurity  and  comfort,  of  our 
final  falvation  and  happinefs  ?  In  doing  fo,  are  we 
not  ftrangely  incon(iftent  with  ourfelvcs  ? 

Again,  difobedience  is  the  certain  road  to  perdi- 
tion; that  which  involveth  us  in  guilt  and  condemna- 
tion, that  wliich  provoketh  God's  wrath  and  hatred 
againft  us,  that  which  a(ruredly  will  throw  us  into  a 
Pfai.  V.  5.  ftate  of  eternal  forrow  and  wretchednefs  :  The  fooltfb 
Jhall  not  ftand  in  God^s  fight  \  he  hateth  all  the  workers 
Lukcxiii.3.?^  imquity :  If  ye  do  not  repent^  ye  jhall  perijh  :   The 
PiaUix.  11' wicked  Jhall  be  turned  into  hell^  and  all  the  peopU  that 
%  Cor.  vi.  9  forget  God :  The  unrighteous  fhall  mt  inherit  the  king^ 
Matt.  XXV.  dom  of  God  :•  The  wicked  fhall  go  into^  everlafling  pu- 
^^'^'^^'-^-ni/hment:  thcfe  are  denunciations  no  lefs  fure  than 

fevcrc. 
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^  fevere,  from  that  mouth,  which  is  never  opened  in  s  e  r  ivr. 
vain;  from  the  execution  whereof  there  can  be  no    vn. 
fhelter  or  refuge.  And  what  wife  man,  what  man  in     ■ 
his  right  fenfes,  would  for  one  minute  (land  ob-     ' 
noxious  to  them  ?  Who,  that  any  wife  tendereth  his 
own  welfare,  would  move  one  ftep  forward  in  fo  pe- 
rilous and  deftru(ftive  a  courfe  ?  the  farther  in  which 
he  proceedeth,  the  more  he  difcoftcth  from  happi- 
nefs,  the  nearer  he  approacheth  to  ruin. 

In  other  cafes  common  fenfe  promptcth  men  to 
proceed  otherwife ;  for  who,  having  rendered  one 
his  enemy,  that  far  overmatcheth  him,  and  at  whofe 
mercy  he  ftandeth,  will  not  inftantly  fue  to  be  recon- 
ciled ?  Who,  being  feized  by  a  pernicious  difeafe, 
will  not  hafte  to  feek  a  cure  ?  Who,  being  fallen  into 
the  jaws  of  a  terrible  danger,  will  not  nimbly  leap 
out  thence?  And  fuch  plainly  is  our  cafe  :  while  we 
perfift  in  fin,  we  live  in  enmity  and  defiance  with  the 
Almighty,  who  can  at  his  pleafure  crufli  us;  we  lie 
under  a  fatal  pla^c,  which,  if  we  do  not  feafonably 
repent,  will  ccrtamly  deftroy  us  5  we  incur  the  moft 
dreadful  of  all  hazards,  abiding  in  the  confines  of 
death  and  deftruftion;  God  frowning  at  us,  guilt 
holding  us,  hell  gaping  for  us :  every  finner  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  Wife  Man's  expreflion,  as  he  that  lieth  Prov.  xiuh. 
iknvn  in  the  midjl  of  the  fea^  or  as  he  that  lieth  ufkn  the^^ 
top  of  a  mafl.  And  he  that  is  in  fuch  a  cafe,  is  he  not 
mad  or  fenfclefs,  if  he  will  not  forthwith  labour  to 
fwim  out  thence,  or  make  all  Ipeed  to  get  down  into 
a  (afer  place  ?  Can  any  man  with  comfort  lodge  in  a 
condition  fo  difmally  ticklifh  ? 

2.  We  may  confider,  that,  in  order  to  our  final 
welfare,  we  liave  much  work  to  difpatch,  the  which 
requireth  as  earneft  care  and  painful  induftry,  fo  a 
competent  long  time;  which,  if  we  do  not  preicntly 
faU'  on,  may  be  wanting,  and  thence  our  work  be 
left  undone,  or  imperfeft.  To  conquer  and  correft 
bad  inclinations,  to  render  our  fenfual  appetites  ob- 
fequious  to  reafon,  to  compofe  our  paflions  into  a 

right 
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5  E  R  M-  right  and  fteady  order,  to  cleanfe  our  fouls  from  va-^ 
VII.     nity,  from  perverfenefs,  from  floth,  from  all  vicious  dif- 
■-■  tempers,  and  in  their  room  to  implant  firm  habits  of 
virtue;  to  get  a  clear  knowledge  of  our  duty,  with  a 
ready  difpofition  to  perform  it ;  in  fine,  to  feafon  our 
minds  with  holy  afFedions,  qualifying  us  for  the  prc- 
fence  of  God,  and  converfation  with  the  bleffed  fpi- 
rits  above ;  thefe  are  things  that  muft  be  done,  but 
cannot  be  done  in  a  trice  j  it  is  not  dictum  faRum^  as 
Rom.  ii.  7.  foon  done  as  faid  ;  but  Jttojixovii  fj ya  ayaS-S,  a  patient 
continuance  in  well  doings  is  needful  to  achieve  it ;  for 
it  no  time  can  be  redundant ;  the  longeft  life  can 
hardly  be  fufficient :  Art  is  longy  and  life  iijhort^  may- 
be an  aphorifm  in  divinity  as  well  as  in  phyfic  ;  the 
art  of  living  well,  of  preferving  our  foul's  health,  and 
curing  its  diftempers,  requireth  no  lefs  time  to  com- 
pafs  it,  tlian  any  other  art  or  fcience. 
oc  xci^ijJu.      Virtue  is  not  a  mufliroom,  that  fpringeth  up  of 
(Tiv  rit*  V  70-  \[{q\{  in  one  night,  when  we  are  afleep,  or  regard  it 
a,  0  fD£'.c,    not ;  but  a  delicate  plant,  that  groweth  flowly  and 
'^^..''J^'^'*''"  tenderly,  needing  much  pains  to  cultivate  it,  much 
chryf.ad    care  to  guard  it,  much  time  to  mature  it,  in  our  un- 
tph.  h^y.    ^Q^ar J  (qJi^  \j^  (his  world's  unkindly  weather  :  bap^ 
pinefs  is  a  thing  too  precious  to  be  purchafed  at  an 
eafy  rate  ;  heaven  is  too  high  to  be  come  at  without 
much  climbing ;  the  crown  of  blifs  is  a  prize  too 
noble  to  be  won  without  a  long  and  a  tough  conflift. 
Neither  is  vice  a  fpirit,  that  will  be  conjured  down 
by  a  charm,  or  with  a  prefto  driven  away ;  it  is  not 
an  adverfar)%  that  can  be  knocked  down  at  a  blow» 
o  quam    or  difpatched  with  a  (lab,     Whofoevcr  (hall  pretend 
"L"ant!qT-  ^^^^^  ^^  ^"X  ^^^^»  cafily,  with  a  celerity,  by  a  kind  of  le- 
bus  idmia^gerdemainj  or  by  any  myfterious  knack,  a  man  may  be 
oi^c  vide-   |g(|^]gj  in, virtue,  or  converted  from  vice,  common 
<^/W.xii. I. experience    abundantly  will    confute    him;    which 
Iheweth,  that  a   habit   otherwife   (letting   miracles 
afide)  cannot  be  produced  or  deftroyed,  than  by  a 
conftant  exercile  of  afts  fuitable  or  oppofite  thereto ; 
and  that  fuch  ad:s  cannot  be  excrcifed  without  void- 
ing 
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ing  all  impediments,  and  framing  all  principles  of  s  e  r  m. 
ad:ion  (fuch  as  temper  of  body,  judgment  of  mind,    vii. 
influence  of  cuftom,)  to  a  compliance  ;  that  who  by  '■- 

temper  is  peevifh  or  choleric,  cannot,  without  maf- 
tering  that  temper,  become  patient  or  meek ;  that 
who  from  vain  opinions  is  proud,  cannot,  without 
confidering  away  thofe  opinions,  prove  humble ;  that 
who  by  cuftom  is  grown  intemperate,  cannot,  with- 
out weaning  himfelf  from  that  cuftom,  come  to  be 
lober;  that  who,  from  the  concurrence  of  a  forry  na- 
ture, fond  conceits,  mean  breeding,  and  fcurvy  ufage, 
is  covetous,  cannot,  without  draining  all  thofe 
fources  of  his  fault,  be  turned  into  liberal.  The 
change  of  our  mind  is  one  of  the  greateft  alterations 
in  nature,  which  cannot  be  compafled  in  any  way,  or 
within  any  time  we  pleafe ;  but  it  muft  proceed  on 
leifurely  and  regularly,  in  fuch  order,  by  fuch  fteps, 
as  the  nature  of  things  doth  permit ;  it  muft  be 
wrought  by  a  refoiute  and  laborious  perfeverance ; 
by  a  watchful  application  of  mind,  in  voiding  preju- 
dices, in  waiting  for  advantages,  in  attending  to  all 
we  do ;  by  forcible  wrefting  our  natyre  from  its 
bent,  and  fwimming  againft  the  current  of  impetu- 
ous delires ;  by  a  patient  difentangling  ourfelves  from 
practices  moft  agreeable  and  familiar  to  us ;  by  a 
wary  fencing  with  temptations,  by  long  ftruggling 
with  manifold  oppofitions  and  difficulties  ;  whence 
the  holy  Scripture  termeth  our  pradice  a  warfare, 
wherein  we  are  to  fight  many  a  bloody  battle  with 
moft  redoubtable  foes;  a  combat,  which  muft  be 
managed  with  our  beft  fkill  and  utmoft  might ;  a 
race,  which  we  muft  pais  through  with  inceflant 
aftivity  and  fwiftnefs. 

If  therefore  we  mean  to  be  good,  or  to  be  happy, 
it  behoveth  us  to  lofe  no  time ;  to  be  prefently  up 
at  our  great  tafic;'  to  fnatch  all  occafions,  to  em- 
brace all  means  incident  of  reforming  our  hearts  and 
lives.  As  thofe,  who  have  a  long  journey  to  go,  do 
like  care  to  fet  out  early,  and  in  their  way  make 

good 
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s  E  R  M.good  fpeed,  left  the  night  overtake  them  before  they 
VII.    reach  thdir  home*';  fo  it  being  a  great  way  from 

hence  to  heaven,  feeing  we  muft  pafs  over  fo  many 

obftacles,  through  fo  many  paths  of  duty,  before  wc 
arrive  thither,  it  is  expedient  to  fet  forward  as  foon  as 
can  be,  and  to  proceed  with  all  expedition  ;  the 
longer  we  ftay,  the  more  time  we  fhall  need,  and  the 
lefs  we  (hall  have. 

3,  We  may  confider,  tliat  no  future  time,  which 
we  can  fix  upon,  will  be  more  convenient  than  the 
prefent  is  for  our  reformation.  Let  us  pitch  on 
what  time  we  pleafe,  we  fliall  be  as  unwilling  and 
unfit  to  begin  as  we  are  now  ;  we  (hall  find  in  our- 
felves  the  fame  indifpbfitions,  the  fame  averfenefs,  or 
the  fame  liftlefTnefs  toward  it,  as  now  :  there  will  oc- 
cur the  like  hardfliips  to  deter  us,  and  the  like  plea- 
fures  to  allure  us  from  our  duty ;  objefts  will  then 
be  as  prefent,  and  will  ftrike  as  fmartly  upon  our 
fenfes  ;  the  cafe  will  appear  juft  the  fame,  and  the 
fame  pretences  for  delay  will  obtrude  themfelves  ;  fo 
that  we  (hall  be  as  apt  then  as  now  to  prorogue  the 
bufinefs.  We  (hall  fay  then,  to-morrow  I  will  mend ; 
and  when  that  morrow  cometh,  it  will  be  ftill  to- 
morrow,  and  fo  the  morrow  will  prove  endlefs  ^.  If, 
like  the  (imple  ruftic,  (who  ftaid  by  the  river-fide 
waiting  till  it  had  done  running,  that  fo  he  might 
pafs  dry-foot  over  the  channel)  we  do  conceit,  that 
the  fources  of  fin  (bad  inclinations  within,  and  ftrong 
temptations  abroad,)  will  of  themfelves  be  fpcnt,  or 
fail,  we  (hall  find  ourfelves  deluded  ^.     If  ever  we 


Hfta^t  arap  tuyau  Tot  ttoti  lo^ri^a  piyto  fr««»      Mom,  Od.  ^, 
^  Cras  hoc  fict ;  idem  eras  fict,  kc.     Per/.  Sat,  v. 

Qui  non  ell  bodie^  eras  minus  aptus  crit. 

Ovid,  de  Horn,  \,  Epid,  iv.  la. 
**  qui  TcAt  Vivendi  prorogat  horam, 

Rufticus  expedlat  dum  defiuat  amnis,  at  ille 

Labitur,  et  labetur  in  oinnc  volubllis  aevum,     Hor.  Ep.  i.  2. 
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come  to  take  up,  we  mull  have  a  beginning  with  s  e  r  m. 
ibme  difficulty  and  trouble ;  we  muft  courageoufly     yii. 
break  through  the  prefent  with  all  its  enchantments ;  ■> 

we  muft  undauntedly  plunge  into  the  cold  ftream ; 
we  muft  roufe  ourfelves  from  our  bed  of  floth  ;  we 
muft  fhake  off  that  brutifti  improvidence,  which  de* 
taineth  us ;  and  why  ftiould  we  not  effay  it  now  ? 
There  is  the  fame  reafon  now  that  ever  we  can  have ; 
yea,  far  more  reafon  now ;  for  if  that  we  now  begin, 
hereafter  at  any  determinate  time,  fome  of  the  work 
will  be  done,  what  remaineth  will  be  fhortcr  and 
eafier  to  us**.     Nay,  farther, 

4.  We  may  confider,  that  the  more  we  defer,  the 
more  .difficult  and  painful  our  work  muft  needs 
prove  ;  every  day  will  both,  enlarge  our  tafk  and 
diminifli  our  ability  to  perform  it  *.  Sin  is  never  at  a 
ftay  ;  if  we  do  not  retreat  from  it,  we  ftiall  advance 
in  it ;  and  the  farther  on  we  go,  the  more  we  have  to 
come  back ;  every  ftep  we  take  forward  (even  before 
we  can  return  hither,  into  the  ftate  wherein  we  are  at 
prefent,)  muft  be  repeated;  all  the  web  we  fpin  muft 
be  unravelled ;  we  muft  vomit  up  all  we  take  in; 
which  to  do  we  (hall  find  very  tedious  and  grievous. 

Vice,  as  it  groweth  in  age,  fo  it  improveth  in  fta- 
ture  and  ftrength ;  from  a  puny  child  it  foon  waxeth 
a  lufty  ftripling,  then  rifeth  to  be  a  fturdy  man,  and 
after  a  while  becometh  a  maffy  giant,  whom  we  (hall 
fcarce  dare  to  encounter,  whom  we  (hall  be  very 
hardly  able  to  vanquifh ;  efpecially  feeing  that  as  it 
groweth  taller  and  ftouter,  fo  we  fhall  dwindle  and 
prove  more  impotent ;  for  it  feedeth  upon  our  vi- 
tals, and  thriveth  by  our  decay  j  it  waxeth  mighty 
by  ftripping  us  of  our  beft  forces,  by  enfeebling  our 

^TiXfVifa.  Efid.  iv.  12. 

For  the  fame  reafon  wc  put  it  off,  we  (hould  put  it  away.  If 
it  be  good  at  all^  it  is  good  at  prefent. 

'  IIo^  TO  aifdjfov  af4.afryAh  ili  T»Ma  X'^'S^'  etwyKn  aot  roc  fr^rfjM" 
ta  ?x«ir.  Efii^.  iv.  1 2» 

reafon, 
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s  E  R  M.reafon,  by  pen'erting  our  will,  by  corrupting  our 
VII.    temper,  by  debafing  our  courage,  by  fcducing  all  our 

-r appetites  and  paffions  to  a  treacherous  compliance 

with  itfelf :  every  day  our  mind  groweth  more  blind, 
our  will  more  refly,  our  fpirit  more  faint,  our  appe- 
tites more  fierce,  our  paffions  more  headftrong  and 
untameable  ^ ;  the  power  and  empire  of  fm  do 
ftrangely  by  degrees  encroach,  and  continually  get 
ground  upon  us,  till  it  hath  quite  fubdued  and  en- 
thralled us.  Firft  we  learn  to  bear  it ;  then  we  come 
to  like  it ;  by  and  by  we  contract  a  friendlhip  with 
it ;  then  we  dote  upon  it ;  at  laft  we  become  enflaved 
to  it  in  a  bondage,  which  we  fliall  hardly  be  able,  or 
willing,  to  ihake  off;  when  not  only  our  necks  are 
fitted  to  the  yoke,  our  hands  are  manacled,  and  our 
feet  (hackled  thereby  ;  but  our  heads  and  hearts  do 
confpirc  in  a  bafe  fubmiffion  thereto :  when  vice 
hath  made  fuch  impreffion  on  us,  when  this  perni- 
cious weed  hath  taken  fo  deep  root  in  our  minci, 
will,  and  afieclion,  it  will  demand  an  extremely  toil- 
fome  labour  to  extirpate  it. 

Indeed,  by  continuance  in  fin,  the  chief  means 
(aiforded  by  nature,  or  by  grace,)  of  retraining  or 
reducing  us  from  it,  are  cither  cut  off,  or  enervated 
and  rendered  ineffecftual. 

Natural  modefty,  whilft  it  lafteth,  is  a  curb  from 
doing  ill ;  men  in  their  firft  deflexions  from  virtue 
are  bafliful  and  fliy ;  out  of  regard  to  other  men's 
opinion,  and  tendernefs  of  their  own  honour,  ihcy 
are  afraid  or  afliamed  to  tranfgrefs  plain  rules  of  du- 
ty :  but  in  procels,  this  diipofition  weareth  out^'j 

E  Falfis  opinionibus  tanto  qulfque  inferitur,  quaiito  magis  In 
cis  faniiliariufque  volutatur.  j^ttg.  Ep.  117. 

^   Ms'/ifO"'  fffoff  apcTir  ffort^ixa.  it  ccl^u>i,   Gr'^.  Kdz.  Or.  26. 

nam  quia 

Pcccandi  fincm  pofult  fibi,  quando  rccepit 
Kjedum  Icmcl  attrita  de  frontc  ruborem. 

yuv.  ScH.  1 8. 

by 
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by  little  and  little  they  arrive  to  that  charadler  ofs  e  r  m. 
the  degenerate  Jews,  whom  the  Prophets  call  impu-    vii. 
^n/  children  J  having  a  brow  of  brafs^  and  faces  harder 


than  a  rock-,  fo  that  they  commit  fin  with  open  face,  e^^^**- 4- 
and  in  broad  day,  without   any   mafk,  without  all^.xiviii- 
blufli;  they  defpife  their  own  reputation,  and  defy  j- 
all  cenfure  of  others;  they  outface  and  outbrave  theprovVxxi. 
world,  till  at  length,  with  prodigious  infolence,  they  ^9- 
come  to  boall  of  wickednels,  ^nA  glory  in  their  fhame^vhW.m.  19. 
as  an  inftance  of  high  courage  and  fpecial  gallantry. 

Confcience  is  a  check  to  beginners  in  fin,  reclaim- 
ing them  from  it,  and  rating  them  for  it :  but  this 
in  long  {landers  becometh  ufelefs,  either  failing  to 
difcharge  its  ofSce,  or  aflaying  it  to  no  purpofe;  hav- 
ing often  been  flighted,  it  will  be  weary  of  chiding; 
or,  if  it  be  not  wholly  dumb,  we  fliall  be  deaf  to  its 
reproof*  :  as  thofe,  who  live  by  cataracts  or  down- 
falls of  water,  are,  by  continual  noife,  fo  deafened, 
as  not  to  hear  or  mind  it ;  fo  fliall  we  in  time  grow 
fenfelefs,  not  regarding  the  loudeft  peals  and  raltlings 
of  our  confcience. 

The  heart  of  a  raw  novice  in  impiety  is  fomewhat  (Ezck.ii.f. 
tender  and  foft,  fo  that  remorfe  can  pierce  and  ftingNch.'.x.io. 
it ;    his  neck   is  yielding  and  ienfible,  fo  that  the  2  Chion.  ' 
yoke  of  fin  doth  gall  it :  but  in  flout  proficients  theoamv/io.) 
heart  becometh  hard  and  flony,  the  neck  fliff  and 
brawny  ;  {an  iron  finew,  as  the  Prophet  termeth  it  ;)ifa.  xiviiL 
fo  that  they  do  not  feel  or  refent  any  thing;  but  are"^' 
like  thofe,  of  whom  St.  Paul  fpeaketh  :  oUiyn;  aVux-  Quo  q«is 
yr^x^Tfc,  who  being  paft  feeling  all  forrow  or  fmart,  ^^''^'^b^i"^rn?n^' 
given  themf elves  over  unto  lafcivioufntfs,  to  work  all  tin-  fcn'tit.  Sm. 
cleannefs  with  greedinefs.  ^  ^  Epiifiv.,^ 

When  firfl  we  nibble  at  the  bait,  or  enter  into  bad 
courfes,  our  reafon  doth  contefl  and  remonftrate 
againfl  it,  faithfully  reprefenting  to  us  the  folly,  the 
uglinefs,  the  bafenefs,  the  maAifold  ill  confequenccs 

vfir^/p^ii  rZ  yo^/AATi  T'ir  srp^^Hijy,  &;c.  Cktyf^  Tom,  Oral.  64. 
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s  E  R  M.  of  finning;  but  that,  by  continuance,  is  muffled,  fo 
VII.     as  not  to  difcern,  or  muzzled,  fo  as  not  to  declare  ; 

yea,  often  is  fo  debauched  as  to  excufe,  to  avow,  and 

maintain,  yea,  to  applaud  and  extol   our   mifcar- 
riages. 

For  a  time,  a  man  rctaineth  fomc  courage,  and  a 
hope  that  he  may  repent ;  but  progrefs  in  fm  difpi- 
riteth  and  cafteth  into  defpair,  whether  God  be 
placable,  whether  himfelf  be  corrigible  :  an  appre- 
henfion  concerning  the  length  of  the  way,  or  the 
difficulty  of  the  work,  difcourageth;  and  dcfponden- 
cy  rendereth  him  heartlcfs  and  carelcfs  to  attempt  it. 
There  is  no  man  that  hath  heard  of  God,  who  hath 
not  at  firft  fome  dread  of  offending  him,  and  feme 
diflatisfadion  in  tranfgreffing  his  will ;  it  appearing 
to  his  mind,  not  yet  utterly  blinded  and  depraved,  a 
defperate  thing  to  brave  his  irrefiftible  power,  an  ab- 
furd  thing  to  thwart  his  infallible  wifdorh,  a  dctefta- 
ble  thing  to  abufe  his  immenfe  goodnefs  :  but  obfti- 
nacy  in  fm  doth  qualh  this  confcientious  awe ;  fo 
PfaT.  X.  4.  that  at  length  God  is  not  in  all  his  thoughts^  the  fear  of 
"*^''  ^'  God  is  not  before  his  eyes  ;  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty 
feemeth  a  bugbear,  the  fierceft  menaces  of  Religion 
found  but  as  rattles  to  him. 

As  for  the  gentle  whifpers  and  touches  of  divine 
grace,  the  monitory  difpenfations  of  Providence,  the 
good  advices  and  wholefome  reproofs  of  friends, 
wdth  the  like  means  of  reclaiming  finners  ;  thefe  to 
Jer.  xiviii.  f)eribns  fettled  on  their  lees^  or  fixed  in  bad  cuftom, 
z^ph.  i.ia.^J"^  but  as  guRs  of  wind  brulhing  an  old  oak,  or  as 
waves  dafhing  on  a  rock,  without  at  all  (baking  or 
ftirring  it. 

Now  when  any  perfon  is  come  to  this  pafs,  it  mufl 
be  hugely  difficult  to  reduce  him  ;  to  retrieve  a  de- 
floured  modefty,  to  quicken  a  jaded  confcience,  to 
fupple  a  callous  heart,  to  refettle  a  baffled  reafon,  to 
rear  a  dejefted  courage,  to  recover  a  foul  miferably 
benumbed  and  broken,  to  its  former  vigour  and  in- 
tegrity, can  be  no  eafy  matter. 

The 
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The  difeafes  of  our  foul,  no  lefs  than  thofe  of  otirs  £  R  M. 
body,  when  once  they  are  inveterate,  they  are  be-    vii. 
come  more  incurable  ;  the  longer  we  forbear  to  ap-        '     ■ 
ply  due  remedy,  the  more  hard  their  cure  will  prove : 
if  we  let  them  proceed  far,  we  muft,  ere  we  can  be 
rid  of  them,  undergo  a  courfc  of  phyfic  very  tedious 
and  offenfive  to  us ;  many  a  rough  purge,  many  a 
fore  phlebotomy,  many  an  irkfome  fweat  we  muft 
endure  ^.     Yea,  farther, 

5.  We  may  confider,  that  by  delaying  to  amend, 
to  do  it  may  become  quite  impoffible ;  it  may  be  fo 
in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  may  be  fo  by  the  will 
of  God :  the  thing  may  become  naturally  impoffi- 
ble ;  for  vice  by  cuftom  may  pafs  •  into  nature,  and 
prove  fo  congenial,  as  if  it  were  born  with  us ;  fo 
that  we  (hall  propend  to  it,  as  a  ftone  falleth  down, 
or  as  a  fpark  flieth  upward :  by  foaking  in  volup- 
tuoufnefs,  we  may  be  fo  transformed  into  brutes,  by 
fteeping  in  malice  fo  converted  into  fiends,  that  we 
neceflarily  (hall  adt  like  creatures  of  that  kind,  into 
which  we  are  degenerated  ;  and  then  in  no  wife, 
without  a  downright  miracle,  are  we  capable  of  being 
reformed  *.  How  longy  faith  Solomon,  wilt  thoujleep^vm^.-^h^^ 
O  Jluggardf  when  zvtlt  thou  arife  out  of  thy  Jleep?  We 
may  be  fo  often  called  on ;  and  it  is  not  eafy  to 
awaken  us,  when  we  are  got  into  a  fpiritual  flumber ; 
but  when  we  are  dead  in  trefpajfes  and  fins  ^  fo  that  allEph.  ii.  r. 
breath  of  holy  aflFeftion.  is  flopped,  and  no  fpiritual ^p^|^ "J- ^* 
pulfe  from  our  heart  doth  appear ;  that  all  fenfe  of 
duty  is  loft,  all  appetite  to  good  doth  fail,  no 
ftrength  or  aftivity  to  move  in  a  good  courfe  doth 
exert  itfelf,  that  our  good  complexion  is  difTolved, 


•  fruftra  mcdicina  paratur. 


Cum  mala  per  longas  invaluere  moras,     (hnd, 

wm  dtoutof^ai.     Greg,  Naz.  Or  at,  26, 

awa»^ah  t^s  uffvrw^  aCrovif  rort  k^qV^'h  a/tuTtt,     Cbrjf.  in  Bu" 
hyl.  Orat.  a. 
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s  E  R  M.  and  all  our  finer  fpirits  arc  diflipated,  that  our  mind 

VII.    is  quite  crazed,  and  all  its  powers  are  (battered  or 

m  fpoiled ;  when  thiis,  1  fay,  we  are  fpiritually  dead^ 

how  can  we  raife  ourfelves,  what  beneath  omnipoten* 

cy  can  effed  it  ?  As  a  flick,  when  once  it  is  dry  and 

Frangas  ci.ftifF,  you  may  break  it,  but  you  can  never  bend  it 

co^i^"^'"  into  a  ftraighter  pofture  j  fo  doth  the  man  become 

qua  in  pra- incorrigible,  who  is  fettled  and  ftiffened  in  vice.  The 

vum  indu-  f^^jj^  of  habitual  fin  may  fink  in  fo  deep,  and  fo  tho- 

fi«i«/i7. 1.3.  roughly  tinaure  all  our  foul,  that  we  may  be  like 

jcr.xui.as.thole  people,  of  whom  the  Prophet  faith,  Can  the  £- 

ihiopian  change  his  Jkin^  or  the  leopard  his  fpots  ?  Then 

may  ye  do  good j  that  are  accujlomedto  do  evil.  Such  an 

impoflibility  may  arife  from  nature  ;  one  greater  and 

more  infuperable  may  come  from  God. 

To  an  effeftual  repentance,  the  fuccour  of  divine 

grace  is  neceflfary  ;  but  that  is  arbitrarily  difpenfed ; 

John  m.  8.  the  fpirit  bloweth  where  it  lijleth  \  yet  it  lifteth  wifely, 

with  regard  both  to  the  paft  behaviour  and  prefent 

capacities  of  men  ;  fo  that  to  fuch  who  have  abufed 

it,  and  to  fuch  who  will  not  treat  it  well,  it  (ball  not 

be  imparted.    And  can  we  be  well  afiTured^  can  we 

reafonably  hope,  that  after  we  by  our  prefumptuous 

delays  have  put  off  God,  and  dallied  with  his  grace  ; 

after  that  he  long  in  vain  hath  waited  to  he  gracious ; 

after  that  he  hath  endured  fo  many  negleds,  and  fb 

many  rcpulfes  from  us;  after  that  we  frequently  have 

flighted   his   open   invitations,   and   fmothered  his 

kindly  motions  in  us ;  in  (hott,  after  we  fo  imwor- 

Te  iniifxa  thUy  have  mifufed  his  goodnefs  and  patience,  that  he 

l^^ta^!^  farther  will  vouchfafe  his  grace  to  us;  when  we  have 

Hrb.  1/29.  forfeited  it,  when  we  have  rejefted  it,  when  we  have 

^H^h^'7}^^.  fpurned  and  driven  it  away,  can  we  hope  to  recover 

it  ? 

There  is  a  time,  a  feafon,  a  day,  allotted  to  us  ; 
Luke  xix.  our  day  it  is  termed,  a  day  of  falvation^  the  feafon  of 
4*- 44-^.  ^  our  vifttation^  an  acceptable  time ;  wherein  God  freely 
1icb.in.13.doth  exhibit  grace,  and  prefenteth  his  mercy  to  us  : 
johnix.4.  if  wc  let  this  day  flip,  the  night  cometh,  when  no  mam 
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tan  work ;  when  the  things  belonging  to  our  peace  wills  e  r  m. 
te  hidden  from  our  eyes-,  when  (as  the  Prophet  ex-    yiu 

prefleth  it)  we  fhall  grope  for  the  wall  like  the  hlind^ . 

and  fiumble  at  noon-day  as  in  the  night ,  and  be  in  ^if-Lukc  j\x. 
folate  places  as  dead  men :  after  that  day  is  fpent,  andifa.  lix.  10. 
that  comfortable  light  is  fet,  a  difmal  night  of  dark- 
nefe,  of  cold,  of  difconfolatenefs,  will  fucceed ;  when 
God  being  zveary  of  bearing  with  men,  doth  utterlyJcr.  xv.  $. 
defei't  them,  and  deliveretb  them  over  to  a  reprobate^^]\'\^* 
wind  I  when  fubtrafting  his  gracious  direction  andvu.  13; 
affiftance,  he giveth  them  ove?'  to  their  oivn  hearts*  lujis^j^^^'/^s!^' 
and  to  walk  in  their  own  couhfels ;   when   they  arePfai.  ixxxi. 
brought  to  complain  with  thofe  in  the  Prophet,  Oifa.uiu.17. 
Lord^  why  hafl  thou  made  us  to  err  from  thy  ways,  and 
hardefted  oUr  heart  from  thy  fear  ?  when,  like  Pharaoh,  Rom.  ix. 
they  furvivc  only  as  objefts  of  God's  juftice,  or  oc-*^* 
canons  to  glorify  his  power  3  when,  like  Efau,  they 
cannot  find  a  place  of  repentance,  although  they  feek^^-  xu. 
it  carefully  with  tears ;  when,  as  to  the  foolifh  loiter-'^' 
ing  virgins,  the  door  of  mercy  isfhut  upon  them\  when^^tt.  xxt. 
the  mafler  of  the  boufe  doth  rife,  and  fhut  the  dooi\  &c.L^cxiii. 
when  that  menace  of  divine  wifdom  cometh  to  be»5« 
executed  ;  They  fhall  call  upon  me,  but  I  will  not  ^^-Prov.LaS, 
Jwer-y  they  fhall  feek  me  early  y  but  they  fliall  not  find^^' 
me ;  fcir  that  they  hated  knowledge ^  and  did  not  choofe 
the  fear  of  the  Lord.   And  if,  neglecting  our  feafon 
and  prefeht  means,  we  once  fall  into  this  ftate,  then 
is  our  cafe  moft  deplorable ;  we  are  dead  men  irre- 
vcrfibly  doomed,  and  only  for  a  few  moments  re- 
prieved from  the  ftroke  of  final  vengeance  ;  we  are^om,  ix. 
veffels  of  wrath  fitted  (or  made  up)/(?r  deJiruBion  ;  byj^^*^^^^^^ 
afcital  bfindnefs  and  obduration  fealed  up  to  ruin;»«t»v««r-i. 
we  are  like  the  teira  damnata^  that  earth  (in  thcApo-JlSi;  vi.  7, 
ftk)  tvhich  drinking  up  the  rain  that  cometh  oft  upon  it^^- 
and  bearmg  thorns  and  briars ^  is  rejeEledj  and  is  nigh 
unto  curfingy  and  whofe  end  is  to  be  burned.  Wherefore, 
according  to  the  advice  of  the  Prophet,  Seek  ye  theic^.  w.  €. 
Lord  when  he  may  be  found,  call  ye  upon  him  while  he 
is  near. 

NZ  It 
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s  E  R  M.     It  is  true,  that  Gcxi  is  ever  ready,  upon  our  true 
VII.    converlion,  to  receive  us  into  favour;  that  his  arms 

are  always  open  to  embrace  a  fincerc  penitent;  that 

Ezck.  xviii.  he  hath  declared,  whenever  a  wicked  man  turneth  from 
*^*  his  wickednefs^  and  doeth  that  which  is  right,  he  Jhall 

irdu\,i6,is.fave  his  foul  alive  ;  that  if  we  do  wajh  ourfeheSy  make 
us  clean,  put  away  the  evil  of  our  doings,  and  ceafe  to  do 
evil,  then,  although  our  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  fhall  be 
white  as  flow ;  though  they  be  like  crimfon,  they  fhall  be 
Joel  ii.  13.  as  wool',  that  if  ive  rend  our  hearts,  and  turn  unto  the 
Lord,  he  is  gracious  and  merciful,  and  will  repent  of  the 
Pfai.ixxxvi.  evil ;  that  God  is  good  and  ready  to  forgive,  and  plen- 
^'  teous  in  mercy  unto  all  that  call  upon  him  ;  that  when- 

ever a  prodigal  fon,  with  humble  confefEon  and  hearty 
Lukcxv.18.  contrition  for  his  fin,  doth  arife  and  go  to  his  father,  he 
rdTh^^jL  ^^^'^  embrace  him  tenderly,  and  entertain  him  kindly; 
Judas  (faith  that  even  a  profane  apoftate,  and  a  bloody  oppreflbr 
was^pabie(^s  Manaffcs),  a  lewd  ftrumpet  (as  Magdalene),  a 
of  pardon,  notablc  thicf  (as  he  upon  the  crofs),  a  timorous  re- 
nouncer  (as  St.  Peter),  a  furious  perfecutor  (as  St, 
Paul),  a  flupid  idolater  (as  all  the  Heathen  world, 
when  the  Gofpcl  came  to  them,  was),  the  mod  heinous 
finner  that  ever  hath  been,  or  can  be  imagined  to  be, 
if  he  be  difpofed  to  repent,  is  capable  of  mercy :  thofc 
declarations  and  promifes  are  infallibly  true ;  thofc 
inftances  peremptorily  do  evince^  that  repentance  is 
never  fuperannuated;  that  if  we  can  turn  at  all,  we 
fliall  not  turn  too  late  ;  that  poenitentia  nunquamjera^ 
modo feria,\%  an  irrefragable  rule.  Yet  neverthelefe  de* 
lay  is  very  unfafe ;  for  what  affurance  can  we  have, 
that  God  hereafter  will  enable  us  to  perform  thofc 
conditions  of  bewailing  our  fins,  and  foriaking  them  ? 
Have  we  not  caufe  rather  to  fear  that  he  will  chaftife 
our  prefumption  by  withholding  his  grace  ?  For  al- 
though God  faileth  not  to  yield  competent  aids  to 
Rom.  ii.  4.  perfons,  who  have  not  defpifed  his  goodnefs  andlong-fuf- 
fering,  that  leadeth  them  to  repentance ;  yet  he  that  wil- 
fully or  wantonly  loitereth  away  the  time,  and  fquan- 
dereth  the  means  allowed  him;  who  refufeth  to  come 

when 
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when  God  calleth,  yea  wooeth  and  courteth  him  to  s  e  R  M. 
repentance,  how  can  he  pretend  to  find  fuch  favour?     vii. 

We  might  add,  that  fuppofing  God  in  fuperabun-  — — — 
dance  of  mercy  might  be  prefumed  never  to  withhold 
his  grace  ;  yet  feeing  his  grace  doth  not  work  by  ir- 
reliftible  compulfion  ;  feeing  the  worfe  qualified  we 
are,  the  more  apt  we  (hall  be  to  crofs  and  defeat  its 
operation ;  feeing  that  we  cannot  hope  that  hereafter 
we  fhall  be  more  fit  than  now  to  comply  with  it ;  yea 
feeing  we  may  be  fure,  that,  after  our  hearts  are  hard- 
ened by  perfeverance  in  fin,  we  fhall  be  more  indif- 
pofed  thereto;  we  by  delay  of  repentance  do  not  only 
venture  the  forfeiture  of  divine  grace,  but  the  danger 
of  abufing  it,  which  heinoufly  will  aggravate  our  guilt, 
and  hugely  augment  our  punifliment. 

We  (hould  do  well  therefore  mofl:  ferioufly  to  re- 
gard the  Apoftle's  admonition  j  Exhort  one  another  io^  Hcb.  in.  13. 
day^  while  it  is  called  to-day^  left  any  of  you  be  hardened 
by  the  deceitfulnefs  offn.  Now  that  we  find  ourfelves 
invited  to  repent,  now  that  we  apprehend  fo  much 
rcafon  for  it ;  now  that  we  feel  our  hearts  fomewhat 
inclined  thereto;  now  that  we  have  time  in  our  hands, 
and  are  not  barred  from  hopes  of  mercy ;  now  that 
it  b  not  extremely  difficult,  or  not  abfolutely  impof- 
fible,  let  us  in  God's  name  lay  hold  on  the  occafion, 
let  us  fpeedily  and  earneftly  let  upon  the  work.  Far- 
ther yet, 

6.  We  (hould  confidcr,  that  we  are  mortal  and 
firail,  and  thence  any  defigns  of  future  reformation 
may  be  dipt  off,  or  intercepted  by  death ;  which  is 
always  creeping  toward  us,  and  may,  for  all  we  can 
tell,  be  very  near  at  hand.  You  fay  you  will  repent 
to-morrow :  but  are  you  fure  you  (hall  have  a  morrow 
to  repent  in  ?  Have  you  an  hour  in  your  hand,  or 
one  minute  at  your  difpofal  ?  Have  you  a  leafe  to 
flicw  for  any  term  of  life  ?  Can  you  claim  or  reckon 
upon  the  leaft  portion  of  time,  without  his  leave,  \vho 
beftoweth  life,  and  dealeth  out  time,  and  orderetli 

N  3  all 
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s  E  R  M.all  things  as  he  pleafeth  "*?  Can  you  any  wife  defciy 
VI  J.    the  juft  meafure  of  your  days^  or  the  bounds  of  your  ap-^ 
pobued  timey  without  a  fpecial  revelation  from  him, 
3dv ^i^vH*  w  whofe  hands  is  your  breath ;  and  with  whom  alone 
I.  *  '^"'  the  number  of  your  months  is  regiftered  ?  Boajl  not  iby^ 
4^^'c*"*^*^^ ^f  ^^'^^^ow'y  for  thou  knoweji  not  what  a  day  may 
Dan.'v.  '%i,  bring  forth  J  faith  the  Wife  Man:  boaftnot  of  it,  that 
Prov.xxvii.|g^  do  not  pretend  it  to  be  at  thy  difpofal,  prefume 
oux  iHitc  Ti  not  upon  any  thing  that  may  befal  therein ;  for  whilft 
Sl*^^^'*'  thou  prefumeft  thereon,  may  it  not  be  faid  unto  thee, 
iffayyiku    as  to  the  rich  projeftor  in  the  Gofpel,  Thoufool^  this 
SL/Afrtik/'^^^^T^^''  thy  foul  be  required  of  thee.     Doth  not,  fe- 
^  ^^pt'     eluding  hidden  decrees,  every  man's  life  hang  upon 
LukcxiKw.^  thread  very  (lender  and  frail?  Is  it  not  fubjed  to 
many  difeafes  lurking  within,  and  to  a  thoufand  ac* 
cidents  flying  about  us  ?  How  many,  that  might  have 
promifed  themfelves  as  fair  fcope  as  we  can,  have 
been  unexpededly  fnapt  away  ?   How  many  have 
been  cropt  in  the  flower  of  their  age,  and  vigour  of 
their  ftrength  ?  Doth  not  every  day  prefent  experi- 
ments of  fudden  death  ?  Do  we  not  continually  fee 
Eccicf.  ix.  ^j^^|.  obfervation  of  the  Preacher  verified,  ik&«  hmvetb 
not  his  time  :  as  the  ffhes  that  are  taken  in  an  evil  net^ 
and  as  the  birds  are  caught  in  the  fnare^fo  are  thefons  of 
menfnared  in  an  evil  time^  when  it  cometh  fuddenly  upon 
them?  Old  men  are  ready  to  drop  of  themfelves,  and 
young  men  are  eafily  brufhed  or  fliaken  down  *;  the 
former  vifibly  (land  upon  the  brink  of  eternity,  the  lat- 
ter walk  upon  a  bottomlefs  quag,  into  which  unawares 
they  may  flump ;  who  then  can  any  wife  be  fecure  ? 
We  are  all  therefore  highly  concerned  ta  ufe  our  life, 
while  we  have  it ;  to  catch  the  firft opportunity,  left  all 

"*  Qui  pocnitenti  yeniam  fpofpondit,  peccanti  craftinum  dicm 
Don  promilit,    Gng,  in  hvang.  Horn.  ix. 

tpa  Hal  fjLirapQTiaxif  &C. 

#«m /xf Ta»oi«  vx  ira<^  &C.  ConJl»  Af,  ii.  12. 

op* 
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opportunity  forfake  us  ;  to  cut  off  our  finning,  lefts  e  R  m. 
ourfelves  be  cut  off  before  it  :  and  that  the  rather,     vii. 
becaufe  by  lavifliing,  or  mifemploying  our  prefent  ■ 
time,  we  may  lofe  the  future,  provoking  God  to  be- 
reave us  of  it ;   for*  as  prolongation  of  time  is  a  ire- 
ward  of  piety  ;  as  to  obfervance  of  the  command- 
ments it  is  promifed,  Length  of  days  and  long  life^  and^to^* "».  t. 
peace  Jhall  he  added  unto  thee  *^  fo  being  immaturely 
fnatched  hence  is  the  punifliment  awarded  to  impi- 
ous praftice:  fo  it  is  threatened,  that  Evil  men  Jhall  ^^Pfai-x"vii, 
cut  off  J  Xki'3X  bloody  and  deceitful  men  Jhall  not  live  ^»/pfai.iv.  23. 
half  their  days ;  that  God  will  wound  the  head  of  his^J^^-  ^^"»* 
enemies,  and  the  hairy  fcalp  offuch  an  one  as  goeth  onjiiir  ' 
in  his  wickednefs  :  the  very  being  unmindtul  of  their 
duty  is  the  caufe,  why  men  are  thus  furprifed ;  for. 
If  faith  Go^i  thou  doji  not  watch,  I  Jhall  come  upon  tbeejLcr.  ui.  3, 
as  a  thief,  and  thoujhalt  not  know  when  I  come  upon  thee.  *^*-  '5- 
And,  If,  faith  our  Lord,  that  fervant  doth  fay  in  his  Luke  xU. 
heart.  My  Lord  delayeth  bis  coming,  &c.  The  Lord  of^^'  *^* 
that  fervant  will  come  in  a  day  when  he  looketh  not  for 
him,  &c. 

If  then  it  be  certain,  that  we  muft  render  a  ftridt 
account  of  all  our  doings  here ;  if,  by  reafon  of  our 
frail  nature  and  flippery  ftate,  it  be  uncertain  when 
we  (hall  be  fummoned  thereto  ;   if  our  negligence 
may  abridge  and  accelerate  the  term  ;  is  it  not  very 
reafonable  to  obferve  thofe  advices  of  our  Lord  ; 
lVatcb,for  ye  do  not  know  the  day,  nor  the  hour,  when^^^^*  ^^^' 
the  Son  of  man  cometh :  Take  heed  to  yourfelves,  lejl  at  any  II]  ***^' 
time  your  heart  be  overcharged  with  fur feiting  and  drunk-  M^^xiii. 
cnnefs,  and  cares  of  this  life,  andfo  that  day  come  upon  you  luVctW.is. 
unawares.  Let  your  loins  be  girded  about,  and  your  lamps  35>  36. 
burning,  and  ye  yourfelves  like  men  that  wait  for  your 
Lord:  and  to  take  the  counfel  of  the  Wife  Man,  Makezct\M%.y.T. 
no  tarrying  to  turn  unto  the  Lord,  and  put  not  off  from  day 
to  day  ;  for  fuddenly  fhall  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  come 
forth, and  inthyfecurityfhalt  thou  be  dejlroyed,  andj>erijh 
in  the  day  of  vengeance. 

N  4  Thefc 
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SERM.     Thefc  confiderations  plainly  do  ftiew  how  very 

VII.    foolifli,  how  extremely  dangerous  and  deftruftive  the 

;  procraftinating  our  reformation  of  life  is  :  there  arc 

fome  others  of  good  moment,  which  we  Ihall  i:e- 

fervc. 


SERMON 
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SERMON     Vin. 

Thp  Danger  and  Mifchlef  of  delaying 
Repentance. 


PsAL.  cxix.  60. 


/  made  hqfte^  and  delayed  not  to  keep  thy  command' 
ments. 

I  PROCEED  to  the  confideratioxis  which  yet  re-  s  e  r  m., 
main  to  be  fpoken  to.  viii. 

I.  We  may  confider  the  caufes  of  delay  in  this  ■ 

cafe  (as  in  all  cafes  of  moment)  to  be  bad  and  un- 
worthy of  a  man :  what  can  they  be  but  either  ftu- 
pldity,  that  we  do  not  apprehend  the  importance  of 
the  affair ;  or  improvidence,  that  we  do  not  attend 
to  the  danger  of  perfifting  in  fin;  or  negligence,  that 
we  do  not  mind  our  concernments ;  or  floth,  that'^ey^f  *^- 
keepeth  us  from  roufing  and  beftirring  ourfelves  inJ^/slmpL 
pursuance  of  what  appeareth  expedient ;    or  faint- 
heart ednefs  and  cowardice,  that  we  dare  not  attempt 
to  crofs  our  appetite,  or  our  fancy?  All  which  difpo- 
fitions  are  very  bafe  and  ihameful.   It  is  the  preroga- 
tive of  human  nature  to  be  fagacious  in  eftimating Animal  h^c 
the  worth,  and  provident  in  defcrying  the  confe- pj°^^^"^» 
quences  of  things  j  whereas  other  creatures,  by  im-  CicJe'iegA. 
pulfe  of  fenfe,  do  only  fix  their  regard  on  prefent^'^*.'''  ^' 
appearances  ;.whicli  peculiar  excellency  by  ftupidity 

andi 
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SERM.«^  improvidence  we  forfeit,  degenerating  into 
VIII.   brutes;    and  negligence  of  that,  which  we  difcern 

mainly  to  concern  us,  is  a  quality  fomewhat  be- 
neath thofe,  depreffing  us  below  beafts,  which  cannot 
be  charged  with  fuch  ^  faxJt ;  lloth  is  no  lefs  defpica- 
ble,  rendering  a  man  fit  for  nothing ;  nor  is  there  any 
thing  commonly  more  reproachful  than  want  of  cou- 
rage :  fo  bad  are  the  caufes  of  delay. 

2.  And  the  effedts  are  no  lefs  unhappy,  being  dif- 
appointment,  damage,  trouble,  and  forrow.  As  expe- 
diition  (catching  advantages  and  opportunities,  keep- 
ing the  fpirit  up  in  its  heat  and  vigour,  making  for- 
cible impreflions  wherever  it  lighteth,  driving  on  the 
current  of  fuccefs)  doth  fubdue  bufinefs,  and  achieve 

MqKv  hm-  great  exploits  (as  by  praftifing  his  motto,  to  defer  no- 
Succeo!^'  ^^^^^^  Alexander  did  accomplilh  thofe  mighty  feats, 
orgcrcfuos,  which  make  juch  a  clatter  in  ftory ;  and  Caefar  more 
^j^^»*^'by  the  rapid  quicknefs  and  fww^rdnefs  of  undertak- 
ing, than  by  the  greatnefs  of  courage,  and  ikilfulnefs 
of  conduft,  did  work  out  thofe  enterprifes,  which 
purchafed  to  his  name  fo  much  glory  and  renown ;)  fo 
delay  and  flownefs  do  fpoil  all  bufinefs,  do  keep  off 
fuccefs  at  diftance  from  us;  thereby  opportunity  is 
loft,  and  advantages  flip  away;    our  courage  doth 
flag,  and  our  fpirit  languilheth ;  our  endeavours  ftrike 
faintly, and  areeafily  repelled;  whence  difappointment 
neceffarily  doth  fpring,  attended  with  vexation  \ 

3.  Again,  we  may  confider,  that  to  fet  upon  our 
duty  is  a  great  ftep  toward  the  performance  of  it :  if 
we  can  refolve  well,  and  a  little  pu(h  forward,  we  arc 
in  a  fair  way  to  difpatch ;  to  begin^  they  fay,  is  to  have 
half  done  ;  to  fet  out  is  a  good  part  ot  the  journey ; 
to  rife  betimes,  is  often  harder  than  to  do  all  the 

*>  Plcrifquc  in  rebus  tarditas  ct  procraftinatio  odiofa  eft,  Ctc» 
Pbilif.  6.  ^ 

Dum  deliberamus  quando  incipiendum  eft,  incipere  jam  ienim 
eft.    Qttixz/.  xii.  J. 

day's 
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day's  work  p  :  entering  the  town  is  almoft  the  fames  e  r  m. 
with  taidng  it ;  it  is  fo  in  all  bufinefs,  it  is  chiefly  fo    viii. 
in  moral  praftice :  for  if  we  can  find  in  our  hearts  ■ 
to  take  our  leave  of  fin,  if  we  can  difengs^e  ourfelves 
bom,  the  witcheries  of  prefent  allurement  j  if  we  can 
but  get  over  the  threftiold  of  virtuous  converfation, 
we  fliall  find  the  reft  beyond  expeftation  fmooth  and 
expedite;  we  (hall  difcover  fuch  beauty  in  virtue, 
we  fhaJl  tafte  fo  much  fweetnefs  in  obedience,  as 
greatly  will  encourage  us  to  proceed  therein  ^. 

4.  Again :  we  may  confider,  that  our  time  itfelf  is  a 
gift, or  a  talent  committed  to  us,  for  the  improvement 
whereof  we  are  refponfible  no  lefs  than  for  our  wealth, 
our  power,  our  credit,  our  parts,  and  other  fuch  advan- 
tages, wherewith  for  the  (erving  of  God,  and  further- 
ing our  own  falvation,  we  are  entrufted :  To  redeem  tbe^ph.v.  16. 
time  is  a  precept,  and  of  all  precepts  the  moft  neceflary^^*  ^^'  ^* 
to  be  obierved;  for  that  without  redeeming  (that  is  em- 
bracing and  well  employing)  time  we  can  do  nothing 
well ;  no  good  aftion  can  be  performed,  no  good  re- 
ward can  be  procured  by  us :  well  may  we  be  advifed 
to  take  our  beft  care  in  hulbanding  it,  feeing  juftly  of 
^U  things  it  may  be  reckoned  moft  precious ;  its  price 
being  ineftimable,  and  its  lofs  irreparable;  for  all  then«ximxfr** 
world  cannot  purchafe  one  moment  of  it  more  than^  ^ ''^ 
is  allowed  us;  neither  can  it,  when  once  gone,  by  any 
means  be  recovered :  fo  much  indeed  as  we  fave 
thereof,  fo  much  we  preferve  of  ourfelves  ;  and  fo  far 
as  we  lofe  it,  fo  far  in  efFeft  we  flay  ourfelves,  or  do^ 
prive  ourfelves  of  life;  yea  by  mif-fpending  it  we  do 
worfe  than  fo,  for  a  dead  fleep,  or  ceflTation  from  be- 

f  Dimidiura  fafti  qui  coepit  habct.  Hor,  Ef,  i,  2. 

Mm»  dfj^f  iwi^U  ru  ir^yfMtri,  ksfc.  Cbryf,  Tom,  6.  Ofai,  p.  68. 

To  0^(fPK  )^  hivxcuTQf^ir^t  TV70  irif  to  J^Vl}d9lO(t  NTlCvMII  T.  tJo^J^ 
f§  T«t  vf^jfir  a^a^a%^*f  fMratolas,  lb,  p.  79* 

^  Hone(las,qu«  principio  anxia  habetur,  ubi  contigerit^  volvp- 
tati  luxurbeque  hfilxtur.  Vi^,  in  Sept.  Sev, 

ing, 
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$  E  R  M*  ing,  is  not  fo  bad  as  doing  ill ;  all  that  while  we  live 
VIII.    backward,  or  decline  toward  a  ftate  much  worfe  than 

•  annihilation  itfelf.    Farther, 

Omnia  qu«  5*  Confidcr,  that  of  all  time  the  prefent  is  ever  the 
\cntura  bcft  for  the  purpofe  of  amending  our  life.  It  is  the 
cc?to*ia.*""o^ly  f^re  time,  that  which  we  have  in  our  hands, 
cent,  prou-and  may  call  our  ownj  whereas  the  paft  time  is  irrc- 
J"'.  it^f7/.  vocably  gone  from  us  ;  and  the  future  may  never 
brrv,  9.  come  to  us :  it  is  abfolutely  (reckoning  from  our  be- 
coming fenfible  of  things,  and  accountable  for  our 
actions,)  the  beft,  as  to  our  capacity  of  improving  it  ; 

Virg.Gcorg.  Optima  quaequc  dies  miferis  mortalibus  aevi 

3-  Prima  fugit. 

Our  beft  days  do  firft  pafs  away,  was  truly  faid  ;  the 
nearer  to  its  fource  our  life  is,  the  purer  it  is  from 
ftain,  the  freer  from  clogs,  the  more  fufceptive  of 
good  impreflions,  the  more  vivid  and  brifk  in  its  ac- 
tivity i  the  farther  we  go  on,  efpecially  in  a  bad  courfe, 
the  nearer  we  verge  to  the  dregs  of  our  life ;  the  more 
dry,  the  more  ftiff,  the  more  fluggifh  we  grow  :  de- 
lay therefore  doth  ever  fteal  away  the  flour  of  our 
age,  leaving  us  the  bran  and  refufe  thereof.  Again, 
Sera  nimis      6.  If  at  any  time  we  do  refleft  upon  the  time  that 
vita  eft  craf.  hath  already  flipped  away  unprofitably  from  us,  it 
hodic.       will  feem  more  than  enough,  and  (if  we  confider  well) 
tdart,  i.  i6.it  ^iu  be  grievous  to  us  to  lofe  more  ;  the  morrow 
will  fecm  too  late  to  commence  a  good  life  ;  d^xtro;  o 
J  pct.iv.  s-TrajiXtiXu^w^  X£ov^,  The  time  pajl  of  our  life^  faith  St. 
Peter,  may  juffice  us  to  have  zvr  ought  the  will  of  the  Gen- 
iileSyOX  to  have  continued  in  ill  courfes :  more  indeed  it 
might  than  fuffice  y  it  fliould  be  abundantly  too  much 
to  have  embezzled  fo  large  a  portion  of  our  precious 
and  irreparable  time :  after  we  have  flept  in  negled:  of 
Rom.  xiii.  our  duty,  wfa  ijo^  cyifS^ifkai,  //  /V,  as  St.  Paul  faith,  now 
^^*  high  time  to  awake,  unto  a  vigilant  obfervance  thereof: 

this  we  fliall  tbe  rather  do,  if  we  confider,  that, 

7.  For  ill  living  now  we  fliall  come  hereafter  to  be 
fony,  if  not  with  a  wholefome  contrition,  yet  with  a 

painful 
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painful  regret;  we  (hall  certainly  one  day  repent,  if  not  s  £  r  m. 
of  our  fin,  yet  of  our  finning  ;  if  not  fo  as  to  correft  vm. 

for  the  future,  yet  fo  as  to  condemn  ourfelves  for ^ 

what  is  paft :  the  confideration  of  our  having  facri- 
legioufly  robbed  our  Maker  of  the.  time  due  to  his 
fervice  ;  of  our  having  injuriouily  defrauded  our 
fouls  of  the  opportunities  granted  to  fecure  their 
welfare  ;  of  our  having  profufely  caft  away  our  moft 
precious  hours  of  life  upon  vanity  and  folly,  will 
fometime  twitch  us  forely.  There  is  no  man,  who 
doth  not  with  a  forrowful  eye  review  an  ill-paft  life  ; 
who  would  not  gladly  recall  his  mif-fpent  time ;  O 
mihi  p'atej'itos  !  O  that  God  would  reftore  my  paft 
years  to  me,  is  every  fuch  man's  prayer,  although  it 
never  was  heard,  never  could  be  granted  unto  anyi 
And  what  is  more  inconfiftcnt  with  wifdom,  than  to 
engage  ourfelves  upon  making  fuch  inefFeftual  and 
fraitlcfs  wilhes  ?  What  is  more  difagreeable  to  rea- 
fon,  than  to  do  that,  for  which  we  muft  be  forced 
to  confefs  and  call  ourfelves  fools  ?  ,  What  man  of 
fenfe  for  a  flafh  of  tranfitory  plcafure,  for  a  pufF  of 
vain  repute,  for  a  few  fcraps  of  dirty  pelf,  would 
plunge  himfblf  into  fuch  a  gulf  of  anguifh  ? 

8.  On  the  contrary,  if,  laying  hold  on  occafion,  we 
fet  ourfelves  to  do  well,  refleftion  thereon  will  yield 
great  fatisfadlion  and  pleafure  to  us ;  we  (hall  be 
glad  that  we  have  done,  and  that  our  talk  is  over ; 
we  (hall  enjoy  our  former  life :  our  time  which  is  fo 
paft  will  not  yet  be  loft  unto  us ;  but  rather  it  will 
be  moft  fecurely  ours,  laid  up  beyond  the  reach  of 
danger,  in  the  repofitory  of  a  good  confcience '. 

9.  Again,  all  our  time  of  continuance  in  fin  we  Rom.  n.  5. 
do  treafure  up  wrath j  or  accumulate  guilt ;  and  the®"*™  , 

t  ''  -i-ir-  01         ^  magna  de- 

larger  our  guilt  is,  the  forer  muft  be  our  repentance  jiiquimus, 
the  more  bitter  the  forrow,  the  more  low  the  ^^^1-^*1^,^^ 

amus,  &c, 

*  Illc  fapit  quifquis,  Pofthume^  vixit  hcri.     Mart.  v.  6o»  lspf,Or.  <. 

Ampliat  aetatis  fpatium  fibi  vir  bonus ;  hoc  ed 
Vivcrc  bis,  vitapoflc  priorc  fnii.         Mart*  x.  23. 

bling. 
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s  E  R  M.blirig,  the  more  earneft  the  deprecation  requifitc  ta 

VIII.    obtain  pardon  ;  the  broader  and  deeper  the  (lain  is, 

■  the  more  wafliing  is  needful  to  get  it  out ;  if  we  fin 

much  and  long,  we  mull  grieve  anfwerably,  or  we 

(hall  be  rio  fit  objedls  of  mercy. 

10.  And  whenever  the  fin  is  paJrdoned,  yet  indeli- 
ble marks  and  monuments  thereof  will  abide.  We 
(hall  eternally  be  obliged  to  cry  peccavi :  dthou^ 

,  the  punifhment  may  be  remitted,  the  ddfert  of  it 
cannot  be  removed ;  a  fear  from  it  will  ftick  in  our 
flelh,  which  ever  will  deform  us ;  a  tang  of  it  will 
ftay  in  our  memorjs  which  always  will  be  difgufliul; 
we  fhall  never  refled  on  our  mifcarriages  without 
fome  confufion  and  horror ";  inceflantly  we  (hall  be 
kom.  Ti.   liable  to  that  queftion  of  St.  Paul,  What  fruit  had  ye 
of  tbofe  things  y  whereof  ye  are  now  ajhamed?  If,  there- 
fore, we  could  reafonably  prefume,  yea  if  we  could, 
certainly  forefee,  that  we  fhould  hereafter  in  time  re- 
pent, yet  it  were  unadvifable  to  perfift  in  fin,  feeing 
it  being  once  committed,  can  never  be  reverfed,  ne- 
ver expunged  from   the  regifters  of  time,   never 
daflied  out  from  the  tables  of  our  mind  and  me- 
mory ;  but  will  perpetually  refl:  as  matter  of  doleful 
Ezck.  x%\.  confideration,  and  of  tragical  fliory  to  us.    Thenjhalt 
41.63.      fhou  remember  thy  waySy  and  be  ajhamed.    That  thou 
mayji  remember  and  be  confounded^  and  never  open  tbj 
mouth  any  more  becaufe  of  thy  Jhame^  when  I  am  pacified 
toward  thee  for  all  that  thou  haft  done,  faith  the  Lord 
Ezck.        Qod.    Then  Jhall  ye  remember  your  own  evil  zvays^  and 
xx*43.^^  your  doings  that  were  not  goody  and  Jhall  loathe  yourfetues 
in  your  own  fight ^  for  your  iniquities  ^  and  for  your  abond^^ 
nations. 

1 1.  Again,  fo  much  time  as  we  fpend  in  difobedi- 
ence,  fo  much  of  reward  we  do  forfeit  \  for  com- 


•  Poena  poteft  demi,  culpa  perennis  crit.     Ovid, 
torn.  viii.  p,  97. 

menfurate 
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menforate  to  our  works  (hall  our  rewards  be;  thcs  1  r  m^ 
fewer  our  good  works  are  in  the  courfe  of  our  pre-  viii. 
fcnt  life,  the  fmaller  (hall  be  the  mcafures  of  joy,  of 
glory,  of  felicity  difpenfed  to  us  here^ter ;  the  later 
confequently  we  repent,  the  Icfs  we  (hall  be  happy  : 
One  Jar,  {^ith  the  Apoflle,  differeth  from  another  miCot,ir. 
gbry ;  and  of  all  ftars,  thofe  in  the  celeftial  fpherc^'* 
will  (hinc  brighteft,  who  did  foon  rife  here,  and  con- 
tinued long,  by  the  liiftre  of  their  good  works,  to 
glorify  their  heavenly  Father;  for  the  path  of  the  jtift^?toi,u.it. 
is  as  tbefhhdng  ligbty  thatfhinetb  more  and  mere  unto 
theperfe£t  day.     While,  therefore,  we  let  our  intercft 
lie  dead  by  lingering,  or  run  behind  by  (infill  prac- 
tice, we  are  very  bad  hufbands  for  our  (bul ;  our  (pi- 
ritual  eftate  doth  thereby  hugely  fuffer ;  every  mi- 
nute contradeth  a  damage,  that  runneth  through 
millions  of  aees,  and  which  therefore  will  amount  to 
an  immenfe  lum  :  and  who  for  all  the  pleafures  here 
would  forego  one  degree  of  blifsftil  joy  hereafter  ? 
who  for  all  earthly  fplendors  would  exchange  one 
fpark  of  celeftial  glory?  who  for  all  the  treafurcs 
below  would  let  flip  one  gem  out  of  his  heavenly 
crown? 

12,  Farther,  let  us  confider  that  whatever  our 
age,  whatever  our  condition  or  cafe  be,  the  advice 
act  to  procraftinateour  obedience  is  very  fuitablc 
and  ufefiiL 

Art  thou  young  ?  then  it  is  moft  proper  to  entersub  peda. 
upon  living  well.     For  when  we  fet  out,  we  fliould^ps?  ^p«- 

L^'-Vi.  i_  L-^.u  ns  licet,  fe- 

be  put  m  a  right  way  ;  when  we  begm  to  be  men,  mm  eft. 
we  (hould  begin  to  ufe  our  reafon  well ;  life  and  vir-'^'*''''^^ 
tue  (hould  be  of  the  fame  ftanding.  What  is  more^' 
ugly  than  a  child,  that  hath  learnt  little,  having 
learnt  to  do  ill?  than  naughtinefs  fpringing  up  in 
that  ftate  of  innocence  ?     The  foundation  of  good 
life  is  to  be  laid  in  that  age,  upon  which  the  reft  of 
our  life  is  built ;  for  this  is  the  manner  of  pur  pro- 
ceeding ;  the  prefent  always  depcndeth  upon  what  is 
paft ;  our  pra^icc  is  guided  by  notionstbat  we  had 

fucked 
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s  E  K  M.  fucked  in,  is  fwayed  by  inclinations  that  we  got  be* 
VIII*  fore  ;  whence  ufually  our  firft  judgments  of  things, 
— — —  and  our  firft  propenfions  do  ftretch  their  influence 
ProT.xxii.  upon  the  whole  ftiture  life.  Train  up  a  child  in  the 
^*  way  be  Jhould  go,  and  when  be  is  old  he  will  not  depart 

from  ity  laith  the  Wife  Man. 

That  age,  as  it  is  moft  liable  to  be  corrupted  by 
vice,  fo  it  is  moft  capable  of  being  imbued  with  vir- 
tue ;  then  nature  is  foft  and  pliable^  fo  as  eafily  to 
be  moulded  into  any  (hape,  ready  to  admit  any 
ftamp  impreffed  thereon  ^;  then  the  mind  is  a  pure 
table,  in  which  good  principles  may  be  fairly  en- 
graven, without  rafing  out  any  former  ill  prejudices ; 
then  the  heart  being  a  foil  free  of  weeds,  the  feeds  of 
goodnefs  being  caft  therein  will  undifturbedly  grow 
and  thrive ;  then  the  complexion  being  tender  will 
cafily  be  fet  into  a  right  pofture  :  our  foul  is  then  a 
veffel  empty  and  fweet ;  good  liquor  therefore  may 
be  inftilled,  which  will  both  fit  it  and  feafon  it  with 
a  durable  tinfture  -,  the  extreme  curiofity  and  huge 
credulity  of  that  age,  as  they  greedily  will  fwallow 
any,  fo  will  they  admit  good  inftrudtion.  If  we  do 
then  imbibe  falfe  conceptions,  or  have  bad  impref' 
fions  made  on  our  minds,  it  will  be  hard  afterwards 
to  expel,  or  to  corred:  them  '^.  Paflion  is  then  very 
fluid  and  moveable,  but,  not  being  impetuoufly  de- 
termined any  way,  may  eafily  be  derived  into  the 
right  channel.  Then  the  quicknefs  of  our  wit,  the 
brifknefs  of  our  fancy,  the  frefhnefs  of  our  memory, 
the  vigour  of  our  affeftions,  the  lufty  and  adtivc 


'  Natura  tenaciflimi  fumus  eorum,  quae  fudlbus  annis  p€rcipi- 
inus,  &c.     ^uint,  i.  i. 

DifTiculter  eraditur  quod  rudes  animi  perbiberunt.  Hur,  ad 
Latum, 

"  \Jt  corpora  ad  quofdam  membrorum  flexus  formari  nifi  tc- 
ncra  non  poflunt,  (ic  animos  ad  plcraquc  duriores  robur  ipfum  fa- 
cit.   J^tt/w/.  ib. 

Quo  femcl  eft  imbuta  rcccns  fervabit  odorem 
Tefta  diu.  Hor.  Ef,  i.  2#   , 

mcttk 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


of  delaying  Repentance.  195 

mettle  of  our  fpirits,  being  applied  to  virtuous  ftu-s  e  r  m. 
dies  and  endeavours,  will  produce  moft  npble  fruits ;  viii. 
the  beauty  of  which  will  adorn  us,  the  fweetnefs  will  — — — 
pleafe  us,  fo  as  to  leave  on  our  minds  a  perpetual  re- 
lilh  and  fatisfadkion  in  goodnefs ''.  Then,  being  lefs 
encumbered  with  the  cares,  lefs  entangled  in  the 
perplexities,  lefs  expofed  to  the  temptations  of  the 
world  and  fecular  affairs,  we  can  more  eafily  fet  forth, 
we  may  proceed  more  expeditely  in  good  courfes. 
Then,  being  void  of  that  ftinging  remorfe,  which 
doth  adhere  to  refleftions  upon  pall  follies  and  mif- 
fpent  time,  with  more  courage  and  alacrity  we  may 
prolecutc  good  undertakings;  then,  beginning  fo 
foon  to  embrace  virtue,  we  (hall  have  advantage 
with  more  leifure  and  more  eafe  to  polifh  and  per- 
fedt  it  through  our  cnfuing  courfe  of  life  \  fetting 
out  fo  early,  m  the  very  morning  of  our  age,  with- 
out much  flraining,  marchiilg  on  foftly  and  fairly, 
we  may  go  through  our  journey  to  happinefs. 

Our  aftions  then  are  the  firft  fruits  of  our  life, 
which  therefore  are  fit  and  due  facrificcs  to  our 
Maker ;  which  if  we  do  withdraw,  we  (hall  have  no- 
thing left  fo  worthy  or  acceptable  to  prefent  unto 
him.  Will  it  be  feemly  to  offer  him  the  dregs  and 
icfiife  of  our  age  ?  (hall  we  not  be  alhamed  to  bring 
a  crazy  temper  of  body  and  foul,  dry  bones,  and  de- 
cayed fenfes,  a  dull  fancy,  a  treacherous  memory,  a 
lluggifli  fpirit  before  him  ?  (hall  we  then,  when  we 
are  fit  for  little,  begin  to  undertake  his  fervice  ? 
with  our  decrepit  linlbs  and  wafted  (bength  (hall  we 
itx  ourfelves  to  run  the  ways  of  bis  commandments  f 

As  it  is  uncomfortable  to  think  of  being  parfi- 
monious,  when  our  ftock  is  almoft  gone  ;  fo  it  is  to 
become  thrifty  of  our  Ufe,  when  it  comes  near  the 
bottom.     Afikii  £w  TTM^^m  fuSci, 

If  we  keep  innocency,  fpend  our  youth  well,  it 

«voWSoi«,i^  fffo^ri^  ^it  XatXi9Qv,   Cbryf,  dt^^.  ».  * 

VOL.  ir.  o  will 
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'.•%  ER  M.will  yield  u'nexpreflible  comfort  to  us  ;  it  will  favc 
VIII.  us  much  forrow,  it  will  prevent  many  inconveniences 
■  to  us :  if  we  have  fpent  it  ill,  it  will  yield  us  great 

pf.  xxxvii.  difpleafure,  it  will  coft  us  much  pains  ;  we  (hall  be 
^^*  forced  fadly  to  bewail  our  folly  and  vanity  therein  ; 

it  will  be  bitter  to  fee,  that  we  muft  unlive  our  for- 
mer life,  and  undo  all  wc  have  done;  that  we  muft 
renounce  the  principles  we  have  avowed,  we  muft 
root  out  the  habits  we  have  planted,  we  muft  for- 
fake  the  paths  which  we  have  beaten  and  fo  long 
trod  in,  if  ever  we  will  be  happy ;  it  will  be  grievous 
to  us,  when  we  come  with  penitential  regret  to  de- 
?f.  x'xv.  7.  precate,  Lordy  remember  not  the  Jim  of  my  youth ;  we 
im."'."'  ^h^H  feci  forc  pain,  when  our  bones  are  full  of  the  fins 
of  our  youth ^  and  we  come  to  pofj'efs  the  iniquities  tbere- 
of. 
Lam.  iii.         //  is  therefore  goody  as  the  Prophet  faith,  that  a 
'7-  man  bear  the  yoke  in  his  youths  when  his  neck  is  ten- 

der >';  it  is  excellent  advice  which  the  Preacher  giv- 
eth.  Remember  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youths 
while  the  evil  days  come  not,  and  the  years  draw  nighy 
when  thou  Jhalt  fay y  1  have  nopleafure  in  them. 

Ariftotle  faith,  that  young  men  are  not  fit  hearers 
of  moral  doSrine^  becaufe,  faith  he,  they  are  unexpei'i^ 
enced  in  affairs  of  life  ;  and  becaufe  they  are  apt  to  fol- 
low their  paffions^  which  indifpofe  to  hear  with  fruit  or 
profit  *.  But  his  conclufion  is  falfe,  and  his  rcafons 
may  be  well  turned  againft  him  ;  for  becaufe  young 
men  want  experience,  therefore  is  there  no  bad  pre- 
judice, no  contrary  habit  to  obftrudl  their  embracing 
(bund  dod;rine ;  becaufe  their  paflions  are  vehement 
and  ftrong,  therefore  being  rightly  ordered,  and  fet 
upon  good  objcfts,  they  with  great  force  will  csfny 


y  Fingit  cquum  tcnera  docilcm  ccrvice  Magider 
Ire  viam,  quam  Tnondrat  eques.   Hor,  E^,  xii.  i. 

i^t^Mf.  Etb,  i.  3, 

them 
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them  to  virtuous  pradice  :  that  indeed  is  the  beftsERM. 
time  to  regulate  and  tame  paffions  ;  as  horfes  muft  viii. 
be  broken  when  they  are  colts,  dogs  muft  be  made 
when  they  are  whelps,  elfe  they  will  never  be  brought 
to  any  thing.  The  Poet  therefore  advifed  better  than 
the  Philofophcr: 

nunc  adbibe  puro  Hor.  Ep.  i, 

Pc^lore  verba  pucr,  nunc  te  melioribus  offer  \  2. 

and  St,  Paul  plainly  doth  confute  him,  when  he 
biddeth  parents  to  educate  their  children  in  the  nurttireEph,Yi^ 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord-,  when  he  chai^eth  Titus, 
that  he  exhort  young  men  to  be  fober-minded ;  when  heTit.  ii.  ^. 
commendeth  Timothy,  for  that  he  had  a^ro  Pf£>Hc>aTim.  h. 
from  his  infancy  known  the  holy  Scriptures  ;  fo  doth  the^^^j^  ..j^ 
Pfalmift,  when  he  faith,  fVherewith  fhall  a  young  man  is. 
cleanfe  his  way  ?  by  taking  heed  according  to  thy  word.^f^'  "**• 
And  Solomon,  when  he  declareth  that  his  moral  pre- 
cepts did  ferve  to  give  fubtlety  to  the  Jimple^  to  thevtov.  i.  4. 
young  man  knowledge  and  difcretion ;  when  he  biddeth 
us  to  train  up  a  child  in  the  zvay  hejhouldgo.   St.  Pe-Prov.  xxH. 
ter  doth  intimate  the  fame,  when  he  biddeth   us^-'5. .. 

I  Pet    11    2 

as  new-born  babes  to  defire  the  fincere  milk  of  the 
ward  I  and  our  Saviour,  when  he  faid,  Suff^er  littleLnVt  a^iiu 
children  to  come  unto  me^for  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom  of^' 
God  I  that  is,  the  more  fimplicity  and  innocence  a 
man  is  endued  with,  the  more  apt  he  is  to  embrace 
and  comply  with  the  evangelical  dodrine.  Ariftotle 
therefore  was  out,  when  he  would  exclude  young 
men  from  the  fchools  of  virtue.  It  is  obfervable  that 
he  contradidteth  himfelf ;  for  OJ  pxpov  J»ap£f«  to  »T«f       j-,^  ^^ 

II  8r»;,  fU'Juc  ex   yiwy  OjiQt^j  ccXX»  Tra/xToXu,  jbiaXXov  01  to 

iroiv.  It  isy  faith  he,  of  nofmall  concernmetU  to  be  from 
youth  accuflomed  thus  or  thus ;  yea,  ^tis  very  much,  or 
rather  all.  And  how  (hall  a  young  man  be  accuf- 
tomed  to  do  well,  if  he  be  not  allowed  to  learn  what 
is  to  be  done  ? 

Again  ;  are  we  old  ?  it  is  then  high  time  to  begin ; 
we  have  then  lefs  time  to  fpare  from  our  moft  im- 

o  2  portant 
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s  B  R  M.  portant  buiinefs  ;  we  fland  then  in  mod  imminent 
VI 1 1,  danger,  upon  the  edge  of  perdition,  and  fiiould 
■  I  therefore  be  nimble  to  fkip  out  thence ;  our  forces 

being  dimintflied,  our  quicknefs  and  induftry  (hould 
be  increafed ;  the  later  we  fet  out,  the  more  fpeed 
it  behoveth  us  to  make.  If  we  (lay,  we  fhall  grow 
continually  more  indifpofed  and  unfit  to  amend ;  it 
will  be  too  late,  when  utter  decrepitnefs  and  dotage 
have  feized  upon  us,  and  our  body  doth  furvive 
our  foul  •.  When  fo  much  of  our  time,  of  our  parts, 
of  our  ftrength,  are  fled,  we  Ihould  hufband  the 
reft  to  befl:  advant^e,  and  make  the  bed  fatisfaftion 
we  can  unto  God,  and  unto  our  fouls,  with  the  re- 
mainder. 

This  age  hath  fome  peculiar  advantages,  which  we 
(hould  embrace  :  the  froth  of  humours  is  then  boiled 
out,  the  fervours  of  luft  are  flacked,  paflSons  are  al- 
layed, appetites  are  flatted  ;  fo  that  then  inclinations 
to  fin  are  not  fo  violent,  nor  doth  the  enjoyment 
thereof  fo  much  gratify  ^ 

Long  experience  then  hath  difcovered  the  vanity 
of  all  worldly  things,  and  the  mifchief  of  ill  courfes  ; 
ib  that  we  can  then  hardly  admire  any  thing,  or  be 
fond  of  enjoying  what  we  have  found  unprofitable  or 
hurtfuL 

Age  is  excufed  from  compliance  with  the  fefliions, 
and  thence  much  exempted  from  temptations  of  the 
world ;  fo  that  it  may  be  good  without  obfl:acle  or 
oppofition. 

It  is  proper  thereto  to  be  grave  and  ferious,  and, 

»  Quod  facere  folent  qui  feriua  cxeunt«»— calcar  addamus.  S>a. 
Ep,  6S,  76.  19. 

ApOC.  iii.  2.  Srai^oy  TK  Xoi«ra»  a  iitJtih  awv^mnTt, 

^  non  omnia  grandior  setas 

Quae  fugiamus  habet—       Chid. 

H  Jc  ^  9ioTt}(  iriXaTii  Wfo^outt  fMUtOfAitu,  kviamtvp  ayflttff  iu  WftvfAa* 
ruf  yifMrri  irovupikly*  ii  j  iroW  iawtf  tit  XtfMNc  ditviAanov  reU  Ti^r  yiifi^a* 
norm  offA^u  'i^x'^f  wofixfiva  ti  WMfd  t?(  iAittU;  irr^-fap  a^oAitf. 
Cbryf.  torn.  vi.  Orat.  38.  * 
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coniiequently,  to  be  virtuous ;  for  gravity  without  s  e  r  m. 
virtue,  and  fcrioufnefs  about  vain  things,  are  ridi-   viri. 
culous.  ■ 

Nothing  doth  fo  adorn  this  age  as  goodnefs,  no- 
thing doth  fo  difgrace  it  as  wickednefs;  The  hoary  Vtoy.vi'x. 
bead  is  a  crown  of  glory ^  if  it  be  found  in  the  way  of^^' 
rigbteottfnefs  ;  .but  it  is  a  mark  of  infamy,  if  it  be  ob- 
ferved  proceeding  in  a  courfe  of  iniquity;  it  fignifieth 
that  experience  hath  not  improved  it;  it  argueth 
incorrigible  folly,  or  rather  incurable  madnefs  there- 
in. ( 

There  is  indeed  no  care,  no  employment  proper 
for  old  men,  but  to  prepare  for  their  diflblution ;  to 
be  bidding  adieu  to  the  world,  with  its  vain  pomps 
and  mifchievous  pleafures ;  to  be  packing  up  their 
goods,  to  be  carting  their  accounts,  to  be  fitting 
themfelyes  to  abide  in  that  ftate,  into  which  they  arc 
tumbling ;  to  appear  at  that  bar,  before  which  fud- 
denly  nature  will  fet  them.     As  a  (hip,  which  hath 
long  been  tofled  and  weather-beaten,  which  is  (bat- 
tered in  its  timber,  and  hath  loft  much  of  its  rising, 
(hould  do  nothing  in  that  cafe  but  work  toward  the 
port,  there  to  find  its  fafety  and  eafe;  fo  ihould  ainfretovix- 
man,  who,  having  pafled  many  ftorms  and  aginations  jf^^^'?^ 
of  the  world,  is  grievoufly  battered  and  torn  with  age,  ponu.  Sen. 
ftrive  only  to  die  well,  to  get  fafe  into  the  harbour  ^^'  '^' 
of  eternal  reft. 

In  fine,  Epicurus  himfelf  faid  well,  that  no  man  is 
either  immature  or  over -ripe  in  regard  to  his  fours  health-^  , 
we  can  never  fet  upon  it  too  loon,  we  Inould  never 
think  it  too  late  to  begin  ^;  to  live  well  is  always  the 
beft  thing  we  can  do,  and  therefore  we  (bould  at  any 
time  endeavour  it ;  there  are  common  reafons  for  all 
ages,  there  are  fpecial  reafons  for  each  a^e,  which 
moft  ftrongly  and  moft  clearly  do  urge  it ;  it  is  moft 

£^ic.  ad  Mwfc. 

o  3  fcafbn* 
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s  E  R  M.feafonable  for  young  men,  it  is  moft  neceffary  for  old 
VIII.    men,  it  is  moft  advifable  for  all  men^. 

Again ;  be  our  condition  what  it  will,  this  advice  is 

reafonable  ;  are  we  in  health  ?  we  owe  God  thanks 
for  that  excellent  gift ;  and  the  beft  gratitude  we  can 
exprefs  is,  the  improving  it  for  his  fervice  and 
our  own  good  :  we  Ihould  not  lofe  the  advantage  of 
a  feafon  fo  fit  for  our  obedience  and  repentance; 
while  the  forces  of  our  body  and  mind  are  entire, 
while  we  are  not  difcompofed  by  pain  or  faintnefs, 
we  (hould  ft  rive  to  difpatch  this  needful  work,  for 
which  infirmity  may  difable  us. 

Are  we  fick  ?  it  is  then  time  to  confider  our  frail- 
ty, and  the  beft  we  can  to  obviate  the  worft  confe- 
quences  thereof :  it  is  then  very  fit,  when  we  do  feel 
the  fad  efFefts  of  fin,  to  endeavour  the  prevention  of 
worfe  mifchiefs  that  may  follow  ;  it  is  feafonable, 
when  we  lie  under  God's  correfting  hand,  to  fubmit 
unto  him,  to  deprecate  his  wrath,  to  feek  reconcili- 
ation with  him  by  all  kinds  of  obedience  fuitable  to 
that  ftate  ;  with  ferious  refolutions  to  amend  hereaf- 
ter, if  it  fhall  pleafe  God  to  reftore  us ;  it  is  moft 
advifable,  when  we  are  in  the  borders  of  death,  to 
provide  for  that  ftate  which  lieth  juft  beyond  it. 

Are  we  rich  and  profperous  ?  'tis  expedient  then 

prefently  to  amend,  left  our  wealth  do  foon  corrupt 

us  with  pride,  with  luxury,  with  floth,  with  ftu- 

Prov  i  '2  P*^'^y  >   ^^ft   o^^   profperity  become  an  inevitable 

Tnare,  an  irrecoverable  banc  unto  us. 

Are  we  poor  or  afflifted  ?  'tis  then  alfo  needful 
to  repent  quickly,  that  we  may  have  a  comfortable 
fupport  for  our  foul,  and  a  certain  fuccour  in  our 
diftrefs ;  that  we  may  get  a  treafure  to  fupply  our 
want,  a  joy  to  drown  our  forrow,  a  buoy  to  keep 

^  Quare  juventus,  imo  omnis  atas  (neque  enim  rc6tae  volun- 
tati  fcrum  ell  lempus  ullum)  totis  mentibus  hue  tendamus,  in 
hoc  claborcmus  \  forfan  et  confummare  contingat.  ^lint,  xii.  i- 

our 
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our  hearts  from  finking  into  defperation  and  difcon-  s  e  r  m. 
folateneft.   This  condition  is  a  medicine,  which  God   viii. 
adminiftereth  for  our  foul's  health ;  if  it  do  not  work   ■ 
prefently  fo  as  to  do  us  good,  it  will  prove  both 
grievous  and  hurtful  to  us. 

13.  Laftly,  we  may  confider,  that,  abating  all  the 
rueful  confequences  of  abiding  in  fin,  abftrafting 
from  the  defperate  hazards  it  expofeth  \is  to  in  re- 
gard to  the  future  life,  it  is  moft  reafonable  to  aban- 
don it,  betaking  ourfelves  tp  a  virtuous  courfe  of 
pra<5lice.  For  virtue  in  itfelf  is  far  more  eligible  than 
vice;  to  keep  God's  commandments  hath  much 
greater  convenience  than  to  break  them  ;  the  life  of 
a  good  man,  in  all  confiderable  refpeds,  is  highly  to 
be  preferred  above  the  life  of  a  bad  man :  for  what 
is  virtue,  but  a  way  of  living  that  advanceth  our  na- 
ture into  a  fimilitude  with  God's  moft  excellent  and 
happy  nature*;  that  promoteth  our  true  benefit  and 
intereft ;  that  procureth  and  preferveth  health,  eafe, 
fafety,  liberty,  peace,  comfortable  fubfiftence,  fair  re- 
pute, tranquillity  of  mind,  all  kinds  of  convenience 
to  us  ?  To  what  ends  did  our  moft  benign  and  moft 
wife  Maker  defign  and  fuit  his  law,  but  to  the  fur-Dcut.x.13. 
thering  our  good,  and  fecuring  us  from  mifchief,  asN^^.ix.fj. 
not  only  himfelf  hath  declared,  but  rcafon  lheweth,Rom.vii. 
and  experience  doth  atteft  ?  What  is  vice  but  a  fortpj^i,.  p, 
of  practice,  which  debafeth  and  difparageth  us,  which cxu.  107. 
plungeth  us  into  grievous  evils,  which  bringeth  dif- 
temper  of  body  and  foul,  difbrefs  of  fortune,  danger, 
trouble,  reproach,  regret,  and  numberlefs  inconveni- 
ences upon  us ;  which,  for  no  other  reafon  than  bc- 
caufe  it  fo  hurteth  and  grieveth  us,  was  by  our  lov; 
ing  Creator  interdifted  to  us  ?  Virtue  is  moft  noble 
and  worthy,  moft  lovely,  moft  profitable,  moft  plea- 
fant,  moft  creditable ;  vice  is  moft  fordid  and  bafe, 
ugly,  hurtful,  bitter,  difgracefiil  in  itfelf,  and  in  its 

*  Eft  rirtug  nihil  aliud  quafn  in  fe  pcrfedla,  et  a^l  fummum 
perdu(^a  natura.  Ck,  de  Leg,  J.  .    .     :. 

O  4  con- 
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s  E  R  M.  confcquences.     If  we  compare  them  together,  we 
VIII.    fhall  find  that  virtue  doth  always  prefcrve  our  hwlth, 

■  but  vice  commonly  doth  impair  it ;  that  virtue  im- 

proveth  our  cftate,  vice  wafteth  it  ;  that  virtue 
adorneth  our  reputation,  vice  blemiflieth  it ;  that 
virtue  ftrengtheneth  our  parts,  vice  weakeneth  them; 
that  virtue  maintaineth  our  freedom,  vice  enflaveth 
us ;  that  virtue  keepeth  our  mind  in  order  and 
ipeace,  vice  difcompoleth  and  difquieteth  it ;  virtue 
breedeth  fatisfaftion  and  joy,  vice  fpawneth  difplea- 
fure  and  anguifti  of  confcience  :  to  enter  therefore 
into  a  virtuous  courfe  of  life,  what  is  it  but  to  em- 
brace happinefs  ?  to  continue  in  vicious  pradice, 
what  is  it  but  to  ftick  in  mifery  ? 

By  entering  into  good  life,  we  enter  into  the  fa- 
vour and  friendfhip  of  God,  engaging  his  infinite 
power  and  wifdom  for  our  proteftion,  our  fuccour, 
our  diredVion  and  guidance ;  enjoying  the  fweet  ef- 
fluxes of  his  mercy  and  bounty  ;  we  therewith  be- 
come friends  to  the  holy  angels  and  bleflfed  faints ; 
to  all  good  men,  being  united  in  a  holy  and  happy 
confortfhip  of  judgment,  of  charity,  of  hope,  of  de- 
votion with  them :  we  become  fiiends  to  all  the 
world,  which  we  oblige  by  good  wifties,  and  good 
deeds,  and  by  the  influence  of  good  example  :  we 
become  friends  to  ourfelves,  whom  we  thereby  en- 
rich and  adorn  with  the  beft  goods  ;  whom  we  gra- 
tify and  pleafe  with  the  choiceft  delights  :  but  per- 
fifting  in  fin,  we  continue  to  affront,  wrong,  and  dif- 
pleafe  our  Maker,  to  be  diiloyal  toward  our  fove- 
reign  Lord,  to  be  ungrateful  toward  our  chief  bene- 
faftor,  to  difoblige  the  beft  friend  we  have,  to  pro- 
voke a  moft  juft  and  fevere  judge,  to  cope  with  om- 
nipotency,  to  contradict  infallibility,  to  enrage  the 
greateft  patience,  to  abufe  immenfe  goodne«  :  we 
thereby  become  enemies  to  all  the  world ;  to  God, 
whom  we  injure  and  difhonour ;  to  the  friends  of 
God,  whom  we  defert  and  oppofe  ;  to  the  creatures, 
which  we  abufe  to  our  pride,  luft,  and  vanity;  to  our 

neigh- 
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neighbours,  whom  we  corrupt  or  feduce  \  to  our-s  e  r  m 
felves,  whom  we  bereave  of  the  beft  goods,  and  be-   viii 
tray  to  the  word  evils,  

Beginning  to  live  foberly,  we  begin  to  live  like 
men,  following  the  conduft  of  reafon  ;  beginning  to 
live  in  charity,  we  commence  the  life  of  angels,  en- 
joying in  ourfelves  moft  fweet  content,  and  procur- 
ing great  benefit  to  others ;  but  going  on  in  finful 
voluptuoufnefs,  we  proceed  to  live  like  beads,  whol- 
ly guided  by  fenfe,  and  fwayed  by  appetite ;  being 
pertinacious  in  malice,  we  continue  to  be  like  fiends, 
working  torment  in  ourfelves,  and  mifchief  to  our 
neighbours. 

Embracing  virtue  we  become  wife  and  fober  men, 
worthy  and  honourable,  beneficial  and  ufeful  to  the 
world ;  but  continuing  in  vice,  we  continue  to  be 
foolifli  and  vain,  to  be  vile  and  defpicable,  to  be 
worthlefs  and  ufelefs. 

By  our  delay  to  amend,  what  do  we  gain  ?  what, 
but  a  little  flafliy  and  tranfient  pleafure,  inftead  of  a 
folid  and  durable  peace ;  but  a  little  counterfeit  pro- 
fit, inllead  of  real  wealth  ;  but  a  little  fmoke  of  de- 
ceitfiil  opinion,  inftead  of  unqueftionably  found  ho- 
nour ;  (hadows  of  imaginary  goods,  inftead  of  thofe 
which  are  moft  fubftantial  and  true,  a  good  mind, 
the  love  of  God,  the  affured  welfare  of  our  fouls. 
But  this  field  of  difcourfe  is  too  fpacious;  I  (hall 
only  therefore  for  conclufion  fay,  that  fpeedily  ap- 
plying ourfelves  to  obedience,  and  breaking  off  our 
fins  by  repentance,  is  in  effeft  nothing  elfe  but, 
from  a  prefent  hell  in  trouble,  and  the  danger  of  a 
final  hell  in  torment,  to  be  tranflated  into  a  double 
heaven ;  one  of  joyful  tranquillity  here,  another  of 
blifsful  reft  hereafter;  unto  the  which  Almighty  God 
in  his  mercy  bring  us  all,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord;  to  whom  for  ever  be  all  glory  and  praife. 
Amen. 

The  very  God  of  peace  fanElify  you  wholly ;  and  I  pray  \  Theff.  v. 
God  your  whol^fpirity  and  foul y  and  body^  be  preferved^^* 
blamelefs  unto  the  coming  of  ow  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl.  Amen. 
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S  E  R  M  O  N    IX. 

No  RefpeA  of  Perfons  with  God. 


Rom.  ii.  ii. 

For  there  is  no  refpeSl  of  perfons  zvith  God. 

IT  is  an  ordinary  conceit,  grounded  on  a  fuperfi-s  e  r  m. 
cial  view  of  things,  that  Almighty  God  difpenfeth     ix. 
his  gifts  with  great  inequality,  and  dealeth  very  par-— — — 
tially  with  men;  being  lavifh  in  his  bounty  to  fome, 
but  fparing  therein  to  others ;  flack  and  indulgent 
in  calling  fome  to  account,  but  rigorous  and  feverc 
in  judgment  toward  others. 

Which  imagination  often  hath  influence  upon  the 
affeftions  and  the  aftions  of  men ;  fo  that  hence 
fome  men  do  highly  prefume,  others  are  much  dif-pfai.  Uxiu. 
couraged  :  fome  are  apt  to  boaft  themfclves  fpecial^* 
darUngs  and  favourites  of  heaven  ;  others  are  tempt- 
ed to  complain  of  their  being  quite  deferted,  or  neg- 
lefted  thereby. 

But  whoever  more  carefully  will  obferve  things, 
and  weigh  them  with  good  confideration,  fliall  find 
this  to  be  a  great  miftake ;  and  that  in  truth  God 
difl:ributeth  his  favours  with  very  equal  meafurcs:  he 
poifeth  the  fcales  of  juftice  with  a  mod  even  hand ; 
fo  that  reafonably  no  man  fliould  be  exalted  ;  no 
man  fliould  be  dejedled  in  mind,  upon  account  of-^obxxxi.6. 

any 
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s  E  R  M.  any  confiderable  difference  in  God's  regard  towards 
IX.     him,  and  other  perfons;  the  which  is  clearly  dif- 
■■  covered  by  God,  or  merely  dependcth  on  his  will 

And  providence. 

The  advantages,  which  one  man  hath  above  an- 
other, being  eftimated  morally,  in  reference  to  folid 
felicity  and  content,  are  indeed  none  ;  or  are  not 
abfolutely  made  by  God,  but  framed  by  men  unto 
themfelves.     For 

God  is  indifferently  affefted  toward  perfons  as 
fuch,  nakedly  and  privately  confidered  ;  or  as  di- 
verted of  moral  conditions,  qualifications,  and  ac- 
tions ;  he  in  his  dealing,  whether  as  benefaftor  or 
judge,  purely  confidereth  the  reafon  and  exigency  of 
things,  the  intrinfic  worth  of  perfons,  the  real  merits 
of  each  caufe  ;  he  maketh  no  arbitrary  or  groundlefs 
difcriminations;  he  neither  loveth  and  favoureth,  nor 
loatheth  and  difcountenanceth  any  pcrfon  unac- 
countably :  he  doth  utterly  difclaim  partiality,  or  re- 
fpeft  of  perfons,  as  a  calumnious  afperfion  on  him, 
and  a  fcandal  to  his  providence. 

Such  in  holy  Scriptures  he  reprefenteth  himfelf, 
upon  various  occafions  ;  declaring  his  perfeft  impar- 
tiality, and  that  nothing  befide  the  right  and  reafon 
of  cafes  doth  Iway  with  him  ;  all  other  confidera- 
tions  being  impertinent  and  infignificant  to  him. 
For  inftance. 

It  is  declared,  that  he  hath  no  partial  refped  to 

(Rom.x.    nations  ;  for  the  piety  of  Job,  an  Edomite ;  of  Mcl- 

1^.111.29.  ^^i^ii'gj^^j^^  ^  Canaanitej  of  Jethro,  a  Midianitc  ^  were 

very  pleafing  to  him  :   he  favourably  did  hear  the 

prayers  and  accept  the  alms  of  Cornelius,  a  Roman 

Ibldier ;  whereupon  St.  Peter  made  this  general  re- 

Aas  X.  34,  fleftion  :  Of  a  truth  1  perceive  that  God  is  no  refpefler 

^^*  of  perfom  ^   but  in  every  nation   he  that  feareth  him^ 

and  workeih  right eoufnefs^  is  accepted  with  him. 

He  is  declared  not  to  regard  the  external  profcf- 
fion  of  true  religion,  but  real  praftice  according  to 
it :  He  rendereth^  faith  St.  Paul,  to  every  man  accord^ 

vig 
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ing  to  his  d^eds—^ — tribulation  and  anguijh  upon  every  s  E  r  m. 
foul  of  man  that  doeth  evil,  of  the  J^w  firjly  and  alfo  of     ix. 

the  Gentile  ;  but  glory ^  honour^  and  peace  to  every  man 

that  worketh  good^  to  the  Jew  firjly  and  alfo  to  the  Gen-  {^-y-  6- 
tiUj  for^  addeth  the  Apoftle,  affigning  the  r«afon  of  nl*.  'J'.) 
this  proceeding,  there  is  no  refpeB  of  perfons  zvith  God.  ^*- »".:  "• 

He  is  faid  not  to  refpe£l  faces^  or  any  exterior  ap-  5.  ™*io,'  n. 
pearances,  however  fpecious  in  the  eye  of  the  world;  (^-  »*•»"• 
according  to  that  faying  of  God  to  Samuel,  at  the  ^^* 
choice  of  David  before  his  brethren  :  Look  mt  o«iSam.xw. 
his  counienancey  or  on  the  height  of  his  Jlature^  becaufe  P' 
have  refufed  him :  for  the  Lordfeeth  not  as  man  feeth  ; 
for  man  looketh  on  the  outward  appearance  \  but  the 
Lord  looketh  on  the  heart. 

It  is  exprefled,  that  he  hath  no  refpeft  to  the  out- 
ward eftate,  or  worldly  rank  and  dignity  of  men ; 
but  that  princes  and  peafants,  mailers  and  fervants, 
the  honourable  or  wealthy,  and  the  mean  or  poor, 
are  of  equal  confideration  with  him ;  He^  faith  Job,JobxxxiT. 
accepteth  not  the  perfons  of  princes^  nor  regardeth  the  fich)?.^  ^^  ^^ 
mote  than  the  poor ;  for  they  are  all  the  work  of  his 
bands  \  and  St.  Paul  biddeth  matters  to  deal  fairly 
with  their  fervants,  knowing,  faith  he,  that  your  mq/fe?' Ephtt  n. 
is  alfo  iu  heaven  ;  neither  is  there  refpe£l  of  perfons  with  ^^j^^  -^ 
him.  25.  iv.  1. 

We  are  taught,  that  he  doth  not  regard  even  the 
moft  facred  offices,  or  more  worthy  accomplifliments 
of  men,  in  prejudice  to  the  verity  of  things,  or 
equity  of  the  cafe  ;  for  hence  St.  Paul  maintaineth 
his  refolute  behaviour  toward  thofe  great  pillars  of 
religion,  St.  Peter  and  St.  James  ;  Of  thofe  whofeemedoii.  i«. «. 
to  befomewhaty  whatfoever  they  were,  it  maketh  no  mat- 
ter to  me  :  God  accepteth  no  mans perfon. 

It  is  frequently  inculcated,  that  he  hath  no  con- 
fideration of  any  gifts,  of  facrifices,  of  fervices  pre- 
fcnted  to  him  with  finifter  intent,  to  compound  for 
fin,  or  cxcufe  from  duty,  to  pervert  juftice,  or  pal- 
liate wrong ;  according  to  that  [declaration  of  Mofcs, 
^he  Lord  your  God  is  God  of  Gods,  and  Lord  of  Lords,  Doit.  x.  17. 

a  great 
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s  E  R  M.^  gyeat  God,  a  mighty  and  a  terrible^  which  regardetb  not 
IX.     perfons y  nor  taketh  reward  \  and  that]-  charge  of  king 

Jeliolhaphat  to  his  judges,  Let  the  fear  of  the  Lord  be 

z  chron.  upon  you  j  fake  heed,  and  do  it  j  for  there  is  no  iniquity 
Ecdus.  '^i^h  the  Lord  our  God,  nor  refpeEl  of  perfons,  nor  taking 
"^x^^i  ^^'  ^f  Z^f^^'  ^^^»  ^^  '^^^  think,  faith  the  Hebrew  wife 
ixL  s!  fxvi.rnan,  to  corrupt  (him)  with  gifts  ;  for  fuch  he  wiU  not 
i) ^  receive  -,  and  truji  not  to  unrighteous  facrifices  ;  for  the 
8.  acxi.  27.  Lord  is  Judge,  and  with  him  is  no  reJpeSl  of  perfons. 
Amos^v.  jj^  f^^^^  j^.  jg  often  generally  declared,  that  God 
jcr*.  vi.  20.  impartially  difpenfeth  recompences,  in  juft  propor- 
Mic.  vi.  |.JQ^^  according  to  the  deeds  of  men  :  He,  faith  St. 
Hoi'vi.  6.  Paul,  that  doeth  wrong,  Jhall  receive  for  the  wrong 
^^^/^^[W'^'which  he  hath  done,  and  thae  is  no  refpe£l  of  perfons : 
X  Pet.  i.  \i.And  if,  faith  St.  Peter,  ye  call  upon  the  Father y  who 
without  refpe6l  of  perfmis  judgeth  according  to  every  mans 
work,  pafs  the  time  of  your  fojourmng  here  in  fear. 

There  is  nothing  more  frequently  affertcd,  or  more 
ferioufly  urged  in  holy  Scripture,  than  this  point, 
that  God  will  judge  and  deal  with  men,  not  accord- 
ing to  his  abfolute,  antecedent  afFeftions,  but  accord- 
ing to  their  own  works,  or  the  tenor  of  their  pradlice, 
duly  fcanned  and  eftimated  by  the  rules  of  juflice ; 
fo  that  the  really  better  man  will  certainly  prove  the 
happier,  and  the  worfe  man  (hall  be  the  more  wretchr 
Matth.  xvi-ed  :  He  will  reward  every  man,  faith  our  Lord,  xaT* 
Rom.  ii.  6.  Ttjv  -urgx^iv  auT»,  according  to  his  praSiice :  Every  one, 
^^"^1x^2.  ^^^^^  ^^'  P^^^>  y^^^^  receive  the  things  done  in  his  body, 
aGor.v.io.Tirfof  Ta  t^yct,  fuitabfy  (in  juft  proportion)  to  his  works-, 
(jer^^xiu.*'^^^  f^^A  man  fhall  receive  \im  jun<r^oy,  his  own  wages 
10.  xxxii.  according  to  his  own  labour ;  and  then  praife  (or  a  due 
pfai.  ixii.    ta5cation)7^tf//  be  to  every  man  from  God :  Behold,  faith 
12.)  he  in  the  Revelation,  /  come  quickly,  and  my  reward 

Apoc!  xxil.'^  ^^^^  ^^^»  ^^  recompenfe  each  man  dg  to  auVS  ff yov  ifxi, 
12.  ^       as  his  work  fhall  be. 

•Airc>.rv«i  Wherefore  by  facred  teftimonies  it  is  abundantly 
manifeft,  that  impartiality  is  a  divine  attribute  and 
perfeftion  of  God  ;  the  which  (for  our  greater  fatif- 
fadlion,  and  farther  illuftration  of  the  point)  may  be 

alfo 
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alio  evinced  by   divers   arguments,  fome  proving  s  e  r  m. 
that  it  miift  be  fo,  others  (hewing  that  it  is   fo ;      ix. 

fome   inferring  it  a  p'iori^  from   the  prime,  moft 

avowed  attributes   of  God's  nature,  and  from  his 
relations  to  men  ;  others  arguing  it  a  pqfteriori^  from 
principal  inftances  of  God's  proceedings  and  provi- 
dential difpenlations  toward  men. 
Of  the  firft  fort  are  thefe  : 

1 .  God  is  impartial,  becaufe  he  is  perfe&ly  wife, 
and  thence  doth  truly  eftimate  perfons  and  things. 

Wifdom  doth  look  evenly,  with  a  free  and  pure 
(an  indifferent  and  uncorrupt)  eye  upon  all  things  ; 
apprehending  and  efteeming  each  as  it  isinitfclf; 
making  no  diftindlion  where  it  findeth  none  ;  not 
prefemng  one  thing  before  another,  without  ground 
of  difference  in  them.  It  doth  not  fix  a  valuation 
on  its  objedts,  but  acknowledgeth  it,  and  taketh  it  for 
fuch  as  it  is  in  thcmfelves. 

Wherefore  God  cannot  have  any  blind  affection 
or  fondncfs  toward  any  perfon  grounded  on  no  rea- 
fon,  or  upon  any  unaccountable  prejudice.  No  per- 
fon can  feem  amiable  or  odious  to  him,  who  is  not 
in  himfelf  truly  fuch. 

This  argument  is  often  ufed  in  Scripture  ;  and  to 
affure  us  of  this  truth,  it  is  there  frequently  affirmed, 
that  God  doth  (earch  the  hearts,  doth  try  the  fpirits, 
doth  weigh   the  adions  of  men  :    The  Lordy  faid  i  Sam.  ii. 
Hannah,  is  a  God  of  knowledge^  and  by  him  aSiions  are  ^^^  ^^^ 
weighed :  All  the  ways  of  man^  faith  Solomon,  are  1. 
clean  in  bis  own  eyes ;  but  the  Lord  weigheth  the  fpirits  :YcT,'^x'ii. 
His  eyes^  faith  the  Pfalmift,  behold^  his  eye-lids  try  ihe^^^-  »2. 
children  of  men :  And,  O  Lord  of  hojls^  faith  Jeremiah,  "J^";  *""' 
that  judgefl  righteoujly^  that  triefl  the   reins  and  the 

heart I'hine  eyes  are  open  upon  all  the  ways  of  the 

fons  of  men^  to  give  every  one  according  to  his  ways^  and 
according  to  the  fmit  of  his  doings:  [/  the  Lord  fear  cb  ^^^  ^^. 
the  hearty  I  try  the  reins^  to  give  every  man   accord-  10. 
hig  to  bis  ways,  and  according  to  the  fruit  of  his  doings,] 

2.  God  cannot  be  partial,  becaufe  he  is  perfedly 

righteous. 
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s  E  R  M.  righteous,  juft,  and  holy.  This  reafon  adjoined  to 
IX.  the  former  doth  make  up  a  complete  demonftra- 
^— —  tion:  for  partiality  doth  proceed  either  from  blindnels 
of  mind,  or  from  perverfenefs  of  will ;  he,  therefore, 
who  hath  both  an  exaft  knowledge  of  things,  and  a 
perfeft  reftitude  of  will,  can  nowife  be  partial ;  the 
one  enabling  him  to  judge,  the  other  difpofing  him 
to  affedt  things  as  they  are  and  deferve ;  to  efteem 
and  love  that  which  is  indeed  worthy  and  lovely  ;  to 
defpife  and  diflike  that  which  is  defpicabie  and 
odious ;  to  have  no  opinion  or  affeAion  toward  a 
perfon  abilradled  from  all  qualifications ;  fuch  an 
one  being  no  fpecial  objedt  of  a  wife  and  juft  either 
efteem  or  contempt,  love  or  hatred. 

As  thefe  caufes  are  always  infeparably  connedted 
(for.what  is  juftnefs,  but  a  difpofition  of  will  to  fol- 
low, without  defleftion,  the  dilates  of  wifdom  ?)  fo 
•    ^      the  effeft  muft  neceflarily  follow;  according  to  num- 
%t'.  lu  ' '  berlefs  teftimonies  in  Scripture,  importing,  that  Tbc 
xxxiii.  5.   righteous  Lord  lovetb  righteoufnefs ;   but  tbe  wicked^ 
cxlvi^s.)    ^^d  him  that  lovetb  violence^  bis  fiul  batetb  :  ^be  eyes  of 

Pfai.  xi.  5.  the  Lord  are  upon  tbe  righteous but  tbe  face  of  tbe 

m\.x%Tiv.J-^ord  is  agoing  them  that  do  evil. 
»5.  '^-  3.  God  is  impartial,  becaufe  he  is  infinitely  great 

and  potent ;  whence  all  creatures  are  in  the  fame  de- 
gree inferior,  at  the  fame  diflance  remote  from  him; 
all  are  equally  at  his  diicretion  and  difpofal ;  he  bath 
no  need  of  any  :  what  therefore  (hoiild  incline  him 
to  regard  one  before  another,  excepting  only  good- 
nefs,  wherein  he  delighteth  ?  So  the  Wife  Man  dif- 
Sap.  VI.  7.  courfeth.  He  that  is  Lord  of  all  Jhall  fear  no  matCs 
peifony  neither  Jhall  he  Jland  in  awe  of  any  mans  great- 
nefs  J  for  be  bath  made  the  fmall  and  great  ^  and  caretb 
Vcuux.iyfor  all  alike.   So  Mofes  did  imply,  "The  Lord  your  God 
is  God  of  Gods,  and  Lord  of  Lords^  a  great  God,  a 
mighty,  and  a  terrible,  which  regardetb  not  perfons. 
Exod.xxiv.     4.  God  is  imp^tial,  becaufe  he  is  immenfely  good 
Numb.xiv  ^^^  benign  ;  both  intenfively  in.  the  degree,  and  ex- 
18.  tenfively  as  to  the  objedls  of  his  goodnefs ;  fo  that 

he 
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he  fi»roureth  all  eqiially,  becaufe  all  thoroughly,  fos  e  R  mw 
far  a$  may  well  be  according  to  their  condition  and     ix. 
capacity;  whence  if  there  be  any  difference  or  de-. 


feft,  the  ground  thereof  is  not  in  his  nature  or  will,^'^-  *"*^^* 
but  in  the  different  qualifications  of  creatures.  ixxtT^' " 

There  is  a  double  goodnefs  or  love  of  God ;  one 
abfolute,  preceding  all  regard  to  perfonal  qualities, 
or  deeds;   the  other  conditionate,  and  confequent 
on  fpecial  regards :  in  both  thefe  God  is  impartial ; 
for  the  firil  is  general  and  unconfined,  according  to 
that  of  the  Pfalmift,  "The  Lord  is  good  to  all^  and  hisvi.  cahr.  t, 
mercies  are  over  all  his  works  i  and  thofe  fayings  inLui.cvi.35. 
the  GofpeJ,  He  is  kind  unto  the  unshmikful  and  to  tbe^^xth.  v. 
evil :  He  maketh  his  fun  to  rife  on  the  evil  mid  on  the^^' 
good ;  and  fendeth  rain  on  the  jufl  and  on  the  unjuft. 
The  fecond  is  grounded  on  fpecial  reafons  of  the  cafe, 
and  adapted  to  the  rules  of  juftice  demanding  it; 
according  whereto,  ^he  Lord  is  rich  (in  mercy)  /p-Rom.x.u. 
ward  all  that  call  upon  him.    He  will  fulfil  the  deftre  of^i'''^''' 
them  that  fear  him^  and  preferveth  all  them  that  love  him.  "*>▼•  »5* 

In  the  firft  there  is  no  difference;  in  the  fecond jo/*'^' 
the  diflG^rence  is  made  by  ourfelves ;  being  founded"^!!:  9- 

,  ,  -^  '  o  xxxui.  18. 

in  our  voluntary  demeanor. 

5.  God  is  impartial  toward  all  perfons,  becaufe  he 
hath  the  fame  (natural  and  original)  relations  to* 
ward  all. 

I .  He  is  the  maker  and  father  of  all ;  according  to 
that  of  the  Prophet,  Have  we  not  all  one  father  ?  Hath^^-  "•  »<>• 
not  one  God  created  us  f  and  that  of  the  Apoftle,  There 
is  One  God  andfc^her  ofaU^  who  is  above  ally  and  througb^^^-^^-  ^• 
allf  Mdkyw  all:  he  therefore  hath  the  fame  paren- 
tal kindnefs  towards  all,  the  fame  tendernefs  for  the 
gDod  of  each ;  he  is  not  capable  of  that  imperfec- 
tiofit  which  is  obfervable  in  fome  parents,  to  be  fond 
and  indulgent  to  Tome  children  above  others ;  but 
in  his  affedion,  The  rich  and  poor^  as  the  Wife  ManPwv.xxii. 
faithj  do  meet  together ;  the  Lord  is  the  maker  of  them^' 
all. 

I^tence  Job  did  colleft  that  Cod  acceptetb  not  theJohxzuw, 

VOL,  II.  P  perfons^^' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


l^ra  iV(?  RefpeB  of  Perfons  tviih  Go  J. 

s  E  R  M>  perfons  of  princes^  nor  regardeth  the  rich  mare  than  the 
IX.     poor  ;  for  J  faith  he,  they  are  all  the  work  of  his  hands. 

^  Hence  the  fame  holy  man  did  infer,  that  he  was 

jobxxxi.  obliged  to  deal  fairly  with  his  own  fervants,  for  that 
God  in  judgment  would  confider  their  cafe  no  lefs 

Job  xxxu   than  his,  upon  this  account,  for  Did  not  he  that  made 

*^'  me  in  the  womby  make  him  ?  and  did  not  one  fajhion  us 

in  the  womb  ? 

Hence  the  Wife  Man,  who  imitated  Solomon,  did 
argue  an  equality  of  gracious  providence  toward  all; 

Sap.  vi.  7.  He  hath  made  the  fmall  and  the  great ^  and  careth  for 
all  alike. 

a.  God  is  the  common  Lord  of  all ;  and  there- 
fore is  concerned  to  proteft  all  with  the  like  care,  to 
govern  all  with  the  fame  equity. 

Hence  St.  Paul  gathered,  that  God  is  indifferently 
willing  to  (hew  mercy  and  difpenfe  bleffings  to  all 
people  ;  to  confer  the  means  of  falvation,  and  to  ac- 
cept pious  endeavours,  without  diftinftion  of  Jew  or 

Rx)m.iii.    Gentile  ;  Is  he^  faith  he,  the  God  of  the  Jews  only  ?  Is 

Rom.x.  12.  he  not  alfo  of  the  Gentiles  ?  And,  ^here  is  therefore  no 
difference  between  the  Jew  and  the  Greek  ;  for  the  fame 
Lord  over  all  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon  him. 

Hence  the  fame  Apoftle  doth  urge  mafters  to  be 
juft'and  kind  to  their  fervants  ;  for  that  God,  as  the 
common  mafter,  hath   an  equal  refpeit  to  both; 

Ephcf.  vi.   knowing  that  your  mafter  alfo  is  in  heaven^  and  there  is 

^'  no  refpeSl  of  perfons  with  him. 

1  Tim.  iv.       3.  God  is  the  Saviour  of  all ;  deiiring  and  defigning 

JO.  ii.  3, 4.  ^hat  all  menfhould  be  faved^  and  come  to  the  knozvledge 

zPct.iii.  S'of  the  truth ;  being  willing  that  no  man  fhould  perifi^ 
but  that  all  fhould  come  to  repentance. 

Wherefore  out  of  philanthropy  and  love  to  man- 

1  John  iV.'  kind  he  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world  \ 

Lti  •     6  ^^  ^^^  himfelf  a  ranfomfor  all  men^  to  tafte  death  for 

st^tm'lVi'i, every  man. 

i*c^/V         ^^^  ^^^  greater  inftancc  could  there  be  of  per- 

19.    '  ^'    feft  impartiality  ? 

liTlTii"*^'     So  by  reafons  from  the  principal  attributes  and 
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relations  of  God  his  impartiality  may  be  deduced :  s*  e  r  m. 
the  fame  alfo  may  be  declared  from  his  proceedings     ix. 
and  dealings  with  men.    For,  i    ■ 

I.  God  hath  propofed  to>all  men  indifferently  ih^cifm.  PaJ. 
fame  terms  and  conditions  of  gaining  his  love  and ^"*' 
favour,  of  enjoying  his  bounty  and  mercy,  of  obtain*- 
ing  rewards  and  felicity  from  him. 

The  fame  laws  and  rules  of  life  are  prefcribed  to 
all  perfons,  as  men,  and  as  Chriftians. 

The  natural  didates  of  reafon,  the  precepts  of 
holy  Scripture,  the  great  moral  duties  of  religion,  by 
obfervance  whereof  God's  favour  is  retained^  and  fal- 
vation  aflured,  are  of  general  concern  and  common 
obligation  to  all  without  exception. 

God  hath  not  framed  one  Law,  or  one  Gofpel,  for 
princes  and   great  men,  another  for  peafants  and 
mean  artiians ;  he  hath  not  chalked  out  one  way  to- 
ward heaven  for  the  rich,  another  for,  the  poor  to 
walk  in;   but  all,  high  and  lozv,  rich  and  poovy  e>«^Pfai. xiix. 
with  another- y  are  tied  to  obfcrve  the  precepts  of  piety,*' 
of  charity,  of  juftice,  of  temperance,  fobriety  and 
chaftity,  of  modefty,  humility,  and  patience  ;  none, 
great  or  fmall,  can  otherwife,  than  by  proceeding  in 
the  common  road  of  virtuous  praftice,  arrive  to  hap- 
pinefs.     He  that  doeth  the  will  of  my  Father  that  is  i«Watth.  Tii* 
heaveHyJha//  enter  info  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life^  keep  the  commandments  :^^^(^'i^ix. 
Enter  in  through  the  fir  ait  gate :  Blejfed  are  they  /i&^a/Mitth.  v\u 
do  his  commandments^  that  they  may  have  right  to  then- 
tree  of  life  :  To  them^  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well- 24,  ^  *"*' 
doing  feek  glory  and  honour  and  immortality y  eternal  /j^(?Piai.xxxiv. 
will  be  conferred  :  thefe  are  the  grand  infallible  max- ajIoc.  xxii. 
ims,  the  fixed  irreverfible   decrees,  exprrfffing  then- 
general  duty  and  doom  of  mankind,  according  to  °™*  "*  ^* 
the  eternal  reafon  of  things,  and  the  declared  will  of 
God  Almighty,  our  fovereign  Governor  and  Judges 

Whoever  it  is,  that^will  pleafe  God,  that  will  have-'^^f^H. 
his  love,  that  will  be  happy  by  his  grace,  muft  hum- 

p  2  biy 
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i  e  K  M.bly  fubmit  to  God*s  will,  muft  faithfully  <hty  God*i 
IX.     laws,  muft  carefully  walk  in  God*s  way  ;  from  this 

>  courfe  there  can  be  no  exemption,  no  difpenfation, 

no  Ipecial  privilege  for  any  perfon  whatever. 

As  all  men  naturally,  by  indiffoluble  bands  of  ob- 
ligation, are  the  fubjedts  and  fervants  of  God  5  fo 
God  indifpenfably  and  inexcufably  doth  require  the 
fame  loyalty  and  fiddity,  the  fame  diligence,  the 
fame  reverence  from  all. 

Great  men  fome times  may  live,  as  if  they  con- 
ceited themfelves  free  from  the  obligations  which 
bind  other  men  ;  as  if  they  had  not  fouls  (as  we  poor 
mortals  have)  to  be  faved,  or  were  to  be  faved  in 
fome  other  way  9  as  if  obedience  to  the  divine  laws 
doth  not  touch  them,  but  only  doth  belong  to  the 
commonalty ;  as  if  they  had  fpecial  indulgence  to 
live  in  pride,  luxury,  and  floth,  might  warmntably 
pra&ife  injuftice,  oppreffion,  revenge ;  might  cum 
privilegio  be  lewd  and  lafcivious,  withhold  their 
debts,  take  God's  name  in  vain,  neglcft  devotion 
and  the  fervicc  of  God  :  but  in  thus  doing  they 
much  abufe  themfelves;  for  they  no  iefs  than  others 
are  obnoxious  to  guilt  and  to  puni(hment,  for  fuch 
mifdemeanours  againft  the  divine  laws.  In  truth,  if 
there  be  any  difference  in  the  cafe,  it  is  only  this ; 
that  they,  in  all  equity,  ingenuity,  and  gratitude,  are 
obliged  to  a  more  ftrid:,  more  feithfol,  more  dili- 

fent  obfervance  of  God*s  laws  ^  they  t>eing  more  in- 
ebted  to  God  for  his  Ipccial  bounty  to  them  ;  they 
having  lai^  taknts  and  advantages  coirsnitted  to 
their  truft,  their  deportment  being  of  hi^er  con- 
fequence,  and  moft  influential  on  the  world,  tlicy 
being  liat^  to  render  an  accotmt  according  to  that 
Luke  xH.  juft  rale,  Unto  whom  much  is  gwen^  ^f  him  imch  JhM 
^*'  he  required  i   whence  their  eminency  of  condition 

doth  not  excufe  them  from  comtnoh  duties,  but 
doth  advance  their  obligation,  will  aggravate  their 
ne^6t,  will  inflame  their  reckoning,  will  phinge 

them 
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them  deeper  into  woful  punishment ;  according  to  s  e  R  m; 
that  of  the  Wife  Man,  A  Jharp  judgment  Jhall  he  to  them     ix. 
that  are  m  high  places  ;  for  mercy  will  foon  pardon  the 
meaneft^  but  mighty  menfiyall  he  mightily  tormented*        Sap.  vi.  5^ 

3.  AH  perfons  have  the  fame  means,  the  fame  ' 
ads,  the  iame  fupports  afforded  to  them,  for  ability 
to  perform  their  duty,  and  attain  their  happinefs. 

The  word  of  God,  is  the  light  of  heaven,  doth  in- 
difierently  ftiine  to  all  men,  for  inftrufting  their 
minds,  for  direding  their  praftice,  for  guiding  their 
feel  in  the  way  cf  peace. 

The  divine  grace  is  ever  at  hand,  ready  to  affift  all 
fhofe,  who  fincerely  and  ferioufly  do  apply  themfelves 
to  ferve  God. 

Seafonable  comforts  are  never  wanting  to  fupport 
thofe  who  need  them,  and  who  in  their  diftrefs  feek 
them  from  God,  who  healeth  the  broken  in  hearty  and^^^-  c^l^U* 
Undith  np  theii'  wounds ;  fo  that  when  the  poor  man\\y    ^' 
erieibj  the  Lord  heareth  him,  and  faveth  him  out  of  bis^^-  "«^- 
troubles. 

The  univerfal  good  Spirit  of  God  (the  fountain  of i  Cor.  xii. 
light  and  wifdom,  of  fpiritual  power  and  ftrength,^* 
ot  confolation  and  joy)  is  communicated  according 
to  the  needs  of  men,  and  exigences  of  occcafion  ; 
preventing  them  by  direction  to  the  right  way,  by 
reclaimmg  them  from  ill  courfes,  by  exciting  in 
them  good  thoughts  and  good  deiires ;  quickening 
their  good  refolutions,  and  affifting  in  the  purfuit  of 
them  ;  enabling  them  to  refift  temptations,  and  to 
combat  with  their  fpiritual  adverfaries  ;  to  fuch  bed 
purpofes  the  holy  Spirit  is  given  to  all  in  needfulLuke  xi.  13. 
feafons  and  meafures  ;   efpecially  to  thofe  who  do 
earneftly  feek  it,  do  faithfully  ufe  it,  do  treat  it  well. 
3.  God  hath  provided,  and  doth  propofe  to  all 
men  the  fame  encoun^ements  for  obedience,  the 
fiune  punifhments  for  tranfgreffion  ;  the  which  being 
the  fame  in  kind  do  only  differ  in  degree,  propor- 
tionably  to  the  good  deeds  or  bad  demerits  of  perions. 
God  hath  appointed  one  heaven  for  all  pious  and 
p  3  vir- 
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s  E  R  M.  virtuous  perfons,  of  what  nation,  of  what  rank,  of- 
IX.     what  condition  foever  they  are ;  he  hath  prepared 
■■ .  .        thofe  things  J  which  eye  bath  not  feen^  nor  ear  heardj  nor 
I  Cor.  ii.  9.  heart  of  man  conceived^  for  all  that  love  him.     For  all^ 
»Tim.iv.7,that  have  fought  the  good  fights  and  kept  thefaitby  and 
love  his  appearance y  the  Lotdy  the  righteous  Judge,  both 
laid  up  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs. 

Immortality  of  life,  an  iMifading  crown  of  glory,  a 

Lukcxxii.  kingdom  that  cannot  be  fliaken,  unfpeakable  joys,. 

*^*  endlefs  blifs,  God  hath  covenanted  and  promifed  to 

all  his  faithful  fervants  \  to  all  who  in  bis  way  pkafe 

Apoc.  xxii.  to  accept  and  embrace  them,  i  ^«xwv.  He  that  zvH/etb^ 

^  ^'  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely :  and  what  greater 

rewards  could  there   be  affigned  ?  What  room   i& 

there  for  partiality,  where  all  are  capable  of  the  fame 

equally  great,  becaufe  in  a  manner  immenfe  felicity  ?- 

^fatth,  via.  jvf  j/yi,  faith  our  Saviour,  fhall  come  from  the  eqft  and 

Luke  xiii.  from  the  wefiy  and  from  the  north ,  and  from  the  fouthy 

?^-  and  fhall  fit  down  with  Abraham^  and  with  IfaaCy  and 

with  Jacohj  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Lazarus,  the  poor  beggar,  fhall  reft  with  the  illuf- 
trious  Mofes,  and  the  noble  Daniel,  with  David,  and 
Hezekiah,  and  Jofiah,  and  all  pious  princes  in  the 
bofom  of  Abraham.    The  poor  fifhermen,  the  pain- 
ful tent-makers,  the  forry  publicans,  (hall  reign  toge- 
ther with  Conftantine,  and  Theodofius,  and  all  thofe 
good  princes,  who  have  faithfully  ferved  God,  and 
promoted   his  glory.     The  rich,  well   ufmg   their 
iTim.vi.  wealth,  may  obtain  that  ftate,  treafuring  up  to  them- 
li'kcxii.  felves  a  good  foundation  againji  the  time  to  come^  that 
33.  xvi.  9.  they  may  lay  hold  on  eternal  life :  the  poor,  contentedly 
bearing  their  condition,  have  a  good  title  thereto, 
Lukcvi.io.exprefTed  in  thofe  words,  Bleffed  be  ye  poor^  for  yours 
is  the  kingdom  of  God. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  fame  difmal  puniQiments 
are  threatened  to  all  prefumptuous,  contumacious, 
and  impenitent  tranfgreflbrs  of  God's  law,  however 
dignified  or  diftinguiflied ;  be  they  princes  or  fub- 
jeds,  noble  or  bate,  wealthy  or  indigent ;  the  fame 

unqucnch- 
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unquenchable  fire,  the  fame  gnawing  worm,  the  fame  s  b  r  m., 
weeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnalhing  of  teeth ;  the      ix, 
fame   utter  darknefs  i    the   fame   burning  lake   of  ■ 

brimftone ;  the  fame  extreme  difconfolate  anguifli,  is 
referved  for  them  all  :.  Depart  from  me^  Go  ye  r»r/Jr^Maith,vii. , 
into  everlafiing  fire^  will  be  the  doom  pronounced  onLuKclIiL**' 
all  the  workers  of  iniquity  ;  buiignation  and  wrath^  tri*  »7.    .. 
iulation  and  anguifh^  will  be  upon  eveiy  foul  that  doth  ^^  "*  ' 
evil. 

No  regard  will  be  had  to  the  quality  of  men  in 
this  world  ;  for  the  rich  many  who  was  clothed  in  pur-  Luke  xti.  . 
pie  and  fine  linen^  and  fared  fumptuoujly  every  day^  was  JJjjj*/y\ ,,  ' 
not  excufed  from  hell  and  torment :  there  is  a  2(?pi&^/Lukcvi.24. 
ordained  of  old,  even  for  kings -^  mighty  men  fhall  ^^sap^^vtl^ 
mightily  tormented^  if  they  have  mightily  finned. 

Even  prefent  encouragements  of  virtue  in  this  life, 
the  joys  and   comforts  of  God's  holy  Spirit,  the 
fweet  elapfes  of  fpiritual  confolation  in  devotion,  the 
peace  of  God^  and  delicious  fenfe  of  his  love,  the 
cheerful  fatisfadion  of  a  good  confcience,  the  joy  in 
believing  God's  truth,  and  hoping  for  accompfifli' 
ment  of  his  promifes,  the  delight  in  obeying  God's 
commandments,  the   bleffing  of  God  upon  good^^-***^"- 
undertakings,  and  happy  fuccefs   therein,    the  co-Yiotklm. 
operation  of  all  things  for  good  to  them  who  love  Gody  *'• 
the  fupply  of  all  wants,  and  fatisfadion  of  all  de- 
fires,  the  experimental  affurance  of  God's  conftant 
protcdlion  and  gracious  providence  over  thofe  who 
fear  him,  and  truft  in  him,  (according  to  num- Pf*i.  cxir. 
berlefs  declarations  and  promifes  in  holy  Scripture )^f'^*y"' 
are  indifferently  difpenfed  to  all,  who  (hall  ufe  theio. 
means  to  attain  them,  in  way  of  confcientious  prac- 
tice. 

As  correfpondently  the  temporal  difcouragemcnts  p^*>;..»**-  ^• 
from  fin  (crofles,  dilappointments,  vexations,  mife-  i^"*  It. 
ries)  are  without  exception  allotted  to  all  tranigref-  ^^*-  »^T"**- 
fors  of  God's  law,  according  to  many  denunciations  i"',  J".'  **' 
therein. 

4.  The  impartiality  of  God  doth  appear  from  hi^ 

p  4  uni- 
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s  E  R  M.univerfal  providence,  carefully  watching  over  all  and 
IX.    every  perfon,  difpcnfing  good  things  to  each,  accord- 

ing  to  his  need,  without  diftinftion  •. 

Is  any  man  in  extreme  want?  his  liberal  hand  prc- 

Kai.  cvii.  fently  doth  reach  forth  a  fupply  ;  for  He  fatisfieth  the 

Pfai.  cxir.  ^^Z^^S  y^^'»  ^'^^  filletb  the  hungry  foul  with  goodnefs  ; 

»<•  He  openeth  his  handy  and  fati^eth  the  defire  of  every 

living  thing. 

Is  any  man  in  diftrefs  ?  the  Lord  is  ready  to  af- 
ford relief;  according  to  that  repeated  burthen  of 
Pfai.ctii.6.^he  107th  Pfalm  :  Then  they  cry  unto  the  Lord  in  their 
ixxiv.'^?'  trouble  J  andhefaveth  them  out  of  their  diflreffes. 
cxM.  7.        Is  any  man  engaged  in  fin  and  guilt  ?  He  «  patient 
ciu  8."  cvi.  and  long'fufFering ;  not  pouring  forth  his  anger,  not 
^^.       withholding  his  mercies ;  letting  his  fon  arife  and 
^*"'  ^  *  his  (howcrs  defcend  upon  the  moft  unworthy  and 
ingrateful :  this  he  doth  fo  generally,  that  commonly 
by  apparent  events  it  is  not  eafily  difcernible,  to 
whom  God  beareth  fpecial  favour ;   according  to 
EccL  ix.  I,  that  obfervation  of  the  Preacher,  No  man  knowetb 
*'  either  love  or  hatred  by  all  that  is  before  them;  all  things 

coming  alUe  to  all.     How  then  can  any  man  com- 
plain of  partiality  in  him,  who  exercifeth  fo  uncon- 
fined  bounty,  clemency,  and  patience  ? 
Pfai.  cxivi.      If  there  be  any  confiderable  difference,  it  is  only 
%Ax?9\   this,  that  God  hath  a  peculiar  care  of  the  poor,  the 
xxxiv.  18.  afflifted,  the  oppreffcd,  the  helplefs  and  difconfdate, 
*'"^'*'who  do  moft  need  (and  thence  are  moft  induced  to 
feek)  his  fuccour  and  comfort ;  bein^  alfo  commonly 
better  qualified  to  receive  them  j  as  is  frequently  de- 
clared in  Scripture. 

It  is  true,  that  God  hath  his  particular  friends,  his 
favourites,  his  privados,  whom  he  doth  fpecially  re- 
gard and  countenance ;  upon  whom  he  conferreth 
extraordinary  boons  and  graces ;  namely,  thofc  who 
do  love,  who  do  fear,  who  do  truft  in,  who  do  ho- 

*  Bonus  omnipotens  ita  curat  univerTos  tanquam  fingulos^  tta 
lingulos  tanquam  folos.    Aug,  Ccnf, 


nour 
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nour  him,  who  do  obey  him ;  concerning  whom  it  s  e  r  m. 
is  (aid,  fVe  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good     ix. 

to  them  that  love  dnt :  and  I'he  Lord  preferveth  ail 

tbofe  that  hve  him  :  There  is  no  want  to  them  that  fear  ^^^  '"'• 
bim  :  He  will  fulfil  the  defire  of  them  that  fear  him  \  he  pfai.  cxiv. 
alfo  wHl  hear  their  ery^  and  will  fave  them :  The  Lord^^-  *^''* 
redeemeth  the  foul  of  his  fervatits^  and  none  of  them  thatllw.^i^l'  ' 
trufl  in  hhn  fhall  be  defolate  :  Them  that  honour  me^  /J^^glm  \\' 
will  honour :  The  Lord  loveth  the  righteous :  The  eyes  afso. 
the  Lord  are  upon  the  righteous^  and  his  ears  are  openf^^;^^^^' 
wtto  their  cry  :  Te  are  my  friends^  if  ye  do  whatfoever  yjohnxv.14. 
command  you. 

But  evidently  there  is  no  partiality  in  this;  for 
he  doth  not  favour  them  irrefpcftively  as  perfons, 
but  as  in  juftice  fpecially  qualified  for  favour,  friend- 
(hip,  dutifiilnefs,  reverence  toward  him,  being  the 
higheft  virtues,  and  arguing  a  mind  endued  with 
difpofitions  (with  equity,  with  ingenuity,  with  gra- 
titude, with  fober  wifdom,  with  love  of  truth  and 
goodnefs)  which  demand  a  correfpondence  of  k)vc 
and  refpeft  from  God  himfelf.  And  as  we  do  not 
hold  a  man  partial,  who  beareth  a  fpecial  affeftion 
and  regard  to  thofe,  who  exprefs  good-will,  wim 
deal  kindly  and  fairly  with  them,  who  ferve  them 
faithfully,  and  pay  them  due  refpeft  ;  fo  neither  is 
God  partial,  if  he  doth  fpecially  blefs  good  men 
upon  the  like  accounts. 

Efpecially  confidering,  that  God  doth  not  fo  fa- 
vour mere  pretenders,  who  profefs  to  love  and  ho* 
nour  him,  but  do  not  love  true  goodnefs ;  fond,  fu- 
perftitious,  hypocritical  people,  who  call  Lord^  Lord^  Mttt  w. 
but  pradife  iniquity;  who  think  to  pleafe  him  by^*^^^.   > 
affefted  fervices ;  who  court  and  flatter  him  withTit.  i.  iV  ' 
their  lips ;  who  would  bribe  him  with  their  gifts ^";*';,^* 
and  (acrifices.  Man.  xv.  fL 

5.  All  Chriflians,  without  diftindUon,  have  the 
fame  illuftrious  relations  and  honourable  privileges, 
the  moft  great  and  glorious  that  can  be  imagined. 

Of  what  greater  honour  is  a  man  capable,  than  to 

be 
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SE  RM.be  adopted  into  the  blood  royal  of  heaven,  to  be 
IX.    called  to  be  one  of  the  fons  of  God  ?  Te  are  all  the 

fons  of  God  J  by  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus.     God  fent  forth  his 

(Col.  ii».     Sotiy  born  of  a  woman^  that  he  might  redeem  us — and 
I  Con  xii.  that  we  mi^ht  receive  the  adoption  of  fons. 
v^-  ...  "'liiTi  iroTccvriv  olyecirr\y'  Behold^  faith  St.  John,  what 

2S/x^%^s!lo^c  the  Father  hath  ^iven  us,  that  we  fhould  be  called 
RfluuTiu.  the  fons  of  God.  This  is  a  privileze^  which  God  hath 
It^niir.  i.given,  which  Chrift  hath  purchaled  for  us  all.  And 
^^'^^'^\^^'  zvhofoever  received  him^  he  gave  them  ij^aaUv  rcuimpy 
GaLiT.     (this  power>  this  privikge,  this  advantage)  /i^^  tb^y 

fhould  become  the  fons  of  God. 

To  what  higher  dignity  can  any  one  pretend,  than 

to  be  heir  of  a  kingdom,  by  the  moft  infellible  af- 

furance  that  can  be  ;  by  covenant,  by  promife  of 

God  ?  Such  are  all  good  Chriftians,  God's  children ; 
Rom.  ¥iu.  for  if  fons ^  then  heirsy  faith  the  Apoftle,  heirs  of  God^ 
GaK  IT.  7.  coheirs  with  Chrifl :  heirs  of  God's  kingdom  ;  for, 
Tit.iii.  7.  Hearke^iy  my  beloved  brethren^  faith  St.  James  ;  Hath 
Jam.  Ii.*5.  Hot  God  chofen  the  poor  of  this  worlds  rich  hi  faith y  and 

heirs  of  the  kingdom^  which  he  hath  promifed  to  them 

that  love  him  ? 
Matt.  XXV.       Inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you. 
iiicc  xii.        Fear  noty  little  foe  k ;  it  is  your  Father  s  good  pie  afure 
3^-  to  give  you  a  kingdom. 

Luke  X  xii.  /  appoint  unto  you  a  kingdom ^  as  my  Father  hath  ap- 
^^'  pointed  unto  me. 

To  what  higher  pitch  can  the  moft  ambitious 

Joul  afpire,  than  to  be  a  king  .^ 
RcT.i.  6.9.  Such,  St.  John  faith,  that  our  Lord  hath  confti- 
rrrm.  It.  tuted  every  good  Chriftian  y  partakers y  not  of  a  carnal, 
>8-  ,  an  earthly,  a  temporal  kingdom,  (which  is  unftable, 
*'^!T'ix.  is  fubjedt  to  various  chances  and  crofles,  cannot  en- 
jAwjo;.  ^jurg  long,  or  laft  any  confiderable  time,)  but  of  a 
J/^  '  fpiritual,  a  celeftial,  an  eternal  kingdom,  which  cannot 
I  Thcff*^i  ^^J^^^^^  >  which  hath  continual  reft,  peace,  joy. 
12.  *  We  are  by  God  called  unto  his  kingdom  and  glor}% 
Col.  1. 13.  — tranjlated  into  the  kingdom  of  his  ozun  dear  Son. 

To  be  the  brethren  of  Chrift  j   who  is  the  fo- 

vereign 
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vercign  Lord  of  glory ^  King  of  kings y  and  Lord  ofs  ekm. 
lords.  IX. 

Is  it  not  a  confiderable  honour  to  be  the  friends 
of  our  Lord  ?  So  is  every  poor  foul,  which  hath  the 
confcience  to  ferve  him  faithfully  \  for,  Te  are  w^/ohn  xv. 
friends  y  if  ye  do  whatfoever  I  command  you.  ^^' 

All  are  citizens,  free  denizens  oi  the  heavenly/Pbii.iii.  20. 
commonwealth  ;   aviMnoXTron  twv  dyiuv  ^o^.^iiLjz. 

6.  All  men  are  liable  to  the  fame  judgment,  atEph.ii.19.' 
the  fame  tribunal,  before  that  one  impartial,  inflex-|^?oi|'^^*^' 
ible  Judge,  who  cannot  be  corrupted  with  gifts,  or^s-) 
dazzled  with  fhews,  or  moved  by  any  finifter  re- 
gards. 

All  perfons  muft  ftand  before  that  bar  upon  equal 
ground;  without  any  advantage  ;  according  to  that 
reprcfentation  of  St.  John  ;  Ifaw  the  deady  fmall  and^?^-  «• 
great  J  Jiand  before  Gody  and  the  books  were  opened^^' 
and  the  dead  were  judged  out  of  tbofe  things  which  were 
written  in  the  booksy  according  to  their  works. 

The  ^eateft  monarchs,  the  migh tied  potentates, 
the  moft  redoubtable  warriors,  and  fuccefsful  con- 
querors, (the  many  who  made  the  earth  to  tremble y  thai^i*  xiv.  16, 
did  fhake  kingdoms y)  that  made  the  world  as  a  zvilder-^^' 
nefsy  and  dcflroyed  the  cities  thereof -y  who  affefted  to"-  »3>  h- 
afcend  into  heaven^  and  to  exalt  his  throne  above  thejiai's     "' 
of  Gody  to  afcend  above  the  heights  of  the  clouds  y  and  to 
be  like  the  Mofi  High. 

There  (hall  they  ftand  bare  and  diverted  of  all  their 
phantaftry ;  their  fplendid  pomp,  their  numerous 
retinue,  their  guards,  their  parafites. 

No  confideration  there  will  be  had  of  their  windy 
titles,  of  their  gay  attire,  and  glittering  pomp. 

No  refpedV  will  be  had  to  the  dread  of  their  name, 
to  the  fame  of  their  prowefs ;  to  that  fpurious  glory, 
for  which  they  unfettled  mankind,  and  overturned 
the  world  ;  their  actions  will  be  ftriftly  fcanned  ac- 
cording to  the  rules  of  God's  law,  and  common 
equity. 

They  will  be  put  to  anfwer  for  all  the  violences 

and 
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s  E  R  M.  and  outrages,  for  all  the  fpoik  and  rapines,  for  all  the 
IX.     blood  and  llaughters,  for  all  the  ruins,  devaftations, 

and  defolations,  their  cruel  ambition  hath  caufcd; 

for  all  the  fins  they  have  committed,  and  all  the 
mifchiefs  they  have  done. 

They  who  now  have  fo  many  flatterers  and  adorers, 
will  not  then  find  one  advocate  to  plead  for  them. 
Thus  it  may  appear  that  God  is  impartial. 
But  there  are  divers  obvious  erteptions  againft 
this  doftrine.     As, 

Obj.  I.  Is  it  not  apparent  that  the  gifts  of  God 
are  diftributed  with  ^reat  inequality  } 

Doth  not  one  fwim  in  wealth  and  plenty,  while 
another  coucheth  under  the  burthen  of  extreme 
want  and  penury  ? 

Are  not  fome  perched  aloft  in  high  dignity,  while 
others  crawl  upon  the  ground,  and  grovel  in  defpi- 
cable  meannefs  ? 
Laicc  xvi.  Are  not  fome  clothed  with  purple  and  fine  tinen^  and 
19, 20.  y^^^  delidoufly  every  day ;  while  others  fcarce  find 
ra^s  to  cover  them,  and  lie  at  the  door  begging  for 
relief? 

Do  not  fome  thrive  and  profpcr  in  their  affairs, 
while  others  are  difappointed  and  crofTed  in  their 
undertakings  ? 

Was  it  not  truly  obferved  of  fome  perfons  (and 
pfai.xyii.  thofe  leafl  deferving  good  fortune)  "They  are  inclojid 
10.  xxm.  ^.^  ^^^^y  own  fat — Their  eyesjiand  out  withfatnefs\  they 

^^^'  xh'6  ^^"^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^ 

jc"r"'xH!'i/      And  whence  doth  this  difference  come,  but  from 

^^•':;^^  God's  hand?  IVho,  as  the  Apoflle  afketh,  maketh  thee 

'to  differ  from  another,  but  God  the  difpofer  of  all 

things  ? 

To  this  exception  I  anfwer : 

Rom-viii.       I,  That  temporal  things  are   fo    inconfiderable, 

io^«y*«    that  they  fcarce  deferve  to  come  into  the  balance,  or 

^ha—    *^  ^  computed ;  for  they  have  but  the  fanie  pro- 

a  Cor.  iv.   portion  to  fpiritual  things,  as  time  hath  to  eternity ; 

'7*  or  a  finite  to  an  infinite ;  which  is  none  at  all. 

What 
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What  partiality  therefore  is  there,  if  God  in  mercy  5  e  r  m. 
and  patience  beftow  on  bad  men  a  farthing  in  the     ix. 

temporal  cwfelations  of  this  life  (if  the  univerfal  Father 

give  a  fmall  portion  in  this  lift  to  untoward  children)  Luke vi.i+. 
while  he  referveth  infinite  millions  for  his  obedient  Pfi.*iia, 
children  ?  h- 

2.  The  goods  of  fortune  commonly  are  difpenfed 
not  by  a  fpecial  hand  of  God,  but  according  to  tlie 
general  courfe  of  providence  :  and  what  partiality  is 
he  guilty  of,  who  fcattercth  money  into  a  crowd  of 
poor  people  ;  although  in  fcrambling  fome  get  more 
than  other  ;  and  often  the  word  (being  moft  bold 
and  fierce)  do  get  moft  ? 

3.  Indeed  the  receiving  thofe  gifts  is  no  fign  of 
God's  fpecial  regard ;  as  the  Preacher  well  obferved ; 

No  man  knoweth  either  hve  or  hatred  by  alt  that  is  ^.Ecci€f.ix. 
fore  them :  All  things  come  alike  to  alli  there  is  one  eveftt^*  ^' 
to  the  righteous  ofid  to  the  wicked. 

4.  God,  as  St.  Auftin  faith,  purpofely  doth  (par- 
ingly  deal  thefe  things  to  good  men,  and  freely  be- 
ftoweth  them  on  bad  men,  to  (hew  how  little  we 
ought  to  value  them  ;  how  much  inferior  they  are 
to  fpiritual  goods.  For  furely  he  would  give  the 
beft  things  to  his  friends,  and  the  wcMrft  to  his  cne- 
mies. 

5.  Even  temporal  gifts  are  difpenfed  with  a  very 
even  hand;  for  if,  barring  injudicious  fancy  and 
vulgar  opinion,  we  rightly  prize  things,  we  com- 
pare the  convcniencies  and  inconveniettcies  of  each 
ftatc,  it  will  be  hard  to  judge  which  hath  the  advan- 
tage. 

Wealth  hath  more  advantages  for  pkafute  ;  but 
it  hath  alfo  more  cares,  more  feats,  more  croffes, 
more  dangers,  more  troubles,  more  temptations. 

It  hath  more  plenty ;  but  withal  it  hath  left  (kfety, 
left  cafe,  lefs  liberty,  lefs  quiet,  left  real  enjoyment. 

Set  the  diftraftion  of  the  rich  man V  mind  againft 
the  toil  of  the  pooreft  man's  body  j  the  naufeous 

furfeits 
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SER  M.furfeits  of  one  againft  the  griping  hunger  of  the 

IX.     other, 
: That  which  really  doth  conftitute  a  flate  happy 

and  content,  may  be  common  to  both,  or  wanting 

to  either,  as  the  perfon  is  difpofed. 

6.  The  goods  of  fortune  are  not  purely  gifts,  but 
talents  depofited  in  truft  for  God's  fervice,  for  which 
a  proportionable  return  is  expedtcd  ;  fo  that  he  that 
hath  lefs  of  them,  hath  a  lefs  burthen  to  bear,  and  an 
eafier  account  to  render. 

7.  Many  gifts  are  not  difpcnfed  with  perfonal  re- 
gard, but  for  public  good  j  and  therefore  all  have 
an  intereft  in  them. 

The  wealth,  the  power,  the  reputation,  the  prof- 

perity  of  a  prince,  of  a  nobleman,  of  a  gentleman, 

are  not  his,  but  his  neighbour's  ;  for  governing,  for 

proteAing,  for  encouraging,  for  aflifting  whom,  they 

are  conferred  :  the  world  not  being  able  to  fubfift  in 

order  and  peace   without   fubordinate   ranks,  and 

without  anfwerable  means  to  maintain  them. 

Luke  i.  79-      Obj.  2.    It  is  apparent,  that  God  difpenfeth  his 

Ephlw.'lsigr^ce,  the  light  of  knowledge,  and  means  of  falva- 

ii.  I.         tion,  very  unequally;  fome  nations  living  in  the 

I  Pc  "i'v?3  clear  funftiine  ot  the  Gofpel,  while  others  Jit  in  dark- 

nefs  and  the  Jhadow  of  death ;  whole  nation^  being 

detained  in  barbarous  and  brutilh  ignorance. 

To  anfwer  this  exception  fully,  would  require 
much  difcourfe ;  it  being  a  dark  and  difficult  point : 
but  briefly  we  may  fay, 

1.  That  Gbd  difpenfeth  meafures  of  grace,  ac- 
cording to  a  juft,  yet  infcrutable  wifdom,  knowing 
what  ufe  will  be  made  thereof,  and  what  fruit  men 
will  bear.  It  may  therefore  be  a  favour  not  to  dif- 
penfe  light  to  them,  who  are  not  prepared  to  em- 
brace and  improve  it  well. 

2.  No  man  can  tell  what  God  doth  in  prepara- 
tion, and  what  obflrudions  are  made  by  men  to  his 
grace. 

3.  As 
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'    3.  As  lower  means  of  grace  are  conferred,  fo  pro-s  e  r  m* 
portionably  lefs  returns  are  expedled.  ix, 

4,  How  hard  foever  it  may  be  to  defcry  the  rca • 

fon  of  God's  proceedings  in  this  cafe,  yet  aifu redly 
it  is  juft  ;  and  our  ignorance  of  it  fhould  not  preju- 
dice the  belief  of  thofe  general  truths,  which  are  fo 
plainly  declared,  concerning  the  univerfal  benignity 
and  impartial  equity  of  God. 

Obj.  3.  Is  it  not  in  holy  Scripture  fometimes 
afferted,  that  God  doth  aft  arbitrarioufly  and  ab- 
folutely ;  difpenfing  his  bounty  and  mercy,  without 
regard  to  any  quality  in  men,  or  deed  committed 

by    them,  either   in  whole,  or   in  proportion 

God  (aith,  /  will  have  mercy  on  whom  I  will  bave'R^om.H.ts. 

mercy and.  Is  it  not  lawful  for  me  to  do  what  /,^f""  **' 

will  with  mine  own  ? 

Is  not  a  plain  inftancc  of  this  dealing  alledged 
by  St.  Paul  concerning  Jacob  and  Efau,  that  iefore^om.ix.u, 
the  children  zvere  born^  or  had  done  either  good  or  evily  *^*  '^' 
God  faid,  T^be  elder  fhall  ferve  the  younger  ;  and  in  re- 
gard thereto,  in  the  Prophet,  Jacob  have  I  lovedy  but 
Efau  have  I  hated  ? 

We  anfwer  briefly,  that 

Such  expreffions  do  import,  not  that  God  afteth 
abfolutely  in  the  thing  itfelf,  but  quoad  nos  3  not  that 
he  adteth  without  reafon,  but  upon  reafons  (tranl- 
cending  our  capacity,  or  our  means  to  know  it)  in-R0ra.xi.33. 
comprehenfible  or  undifcernible  to  us;  not  that  he 
can  give  no  account,  but  is  not  obliged  to  render 
any  to  us  ;  that  the  methods  of  his  providence  com- 
monly are  infcrutable  ;  that  his  proceedings  are  not 
fubjeft  to  our  examination  and  cenfure  ;   that  his 
afting  doth  fufficiently  authorife  and  juftify  itfelf ; 
that  It  is  high  prefumption  and  arrogance  for  us  to  Rom.  ix. 
fcan,  lift,  or  conteft,  or  cavil  at  the  equity  or  wif-  *°- 
dom  of  God's  afting. 

That  God  ^doth  not  aft  according  to  neceflfity, 
but  is  free  in  difpcnling  his  mercy,  and  applying  it  to 

any 
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s  B  R  M.  any  perfon,  fo  that  they  have  nothing  to  challenge 
IX.     upon  account  of  their  own  deferts  or  works;  but 
'  muft  refer  all  to  his  mere  bounty. 

However,  there  can  be  nothing  in  thefe  myfterics 
of  predeftination  and  providence,  which  really  doth 
fubvert  an  affertion  fo  often  clearly  expreffcd,  and 
fo  well  grounded  in  reafon,  or  the  confideration  of 
God's  nature,  attributes,  ordinary  way  of  afting, 
&c. 

Whatever  expreflions  are   repugnant  thereto  in 
found,   whatever    inflances    (depending   on  occult 
caufes)   in  appearance  do  crofs   it ;    it   yet  muft 
(land,   that  God  is   impartially  merciful,  benign, 
juft,  &c. 
(ift.  xiix.       Obj.  4.   Had  not  Jeremy,  St.  John  Bapjift,  St. 
\JX  5.     P^^'  abfolute  favours  and  graces  conferred  on  them, 
Luke  i.  15.  who  were  fan£lified^  and  feparated  from  the  womb 
Gal.  1. 15.  ^^  j^  prophets  and  s^ofUes  ? 
jcr.  i.io.       Refp,  Thefe  favours  were  in  defign  not  fo  much 
^^*^i|;/f' particular  and  perfonal,  as  general  and  public ;  thofe 
xxvi.  16.    perfons  being  raifed  up  by  God  upon  occafions  as 
needful  inftruments  {ele6l  vejfels)  of^his  providence, 
to  inftrud  men,  and  to  reduce  them  to  God;  fo 
that  God,  in  raifing  up  fuch  extraordinary  perfons, 
did  exprefs  his  common  goodnefs  to  mankind. 
The  like  may  be  faid  of  that  fpecial  favour,  which 
x«>]u;(«-  was  vouchfafed  to  the  holy  Virgin,  who  was  x^^^ajiTw 
LSwh'aS.  H-^^^i  ^^^  blejfid  among  women^  for  the  general  good  of 
mankind. 

The  confideration  of  this  point  is  very  ufeful,  mi 
may  di^fe  us  to  many  forts  of  good  prafttoc. 

I.  No  man  (hould  prefume  upon  God*s  dealing 
with  him  more  favourably  than  with  others,  as  if  he 
were  a  darling,  or  favourite ;  that  God  will  indul^ 
hjm  in  the  conuniflion  of  any  thing  prohibited,  or  in 
omiffion  of  any  duty. 

No  man  Oiould  indulge  himielf  in  any  thing,  upon 
a  conceit,  that  God  will  indulge  him,  or  overfee  his 

errors; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


No  Refpefl  of  Pa- fans  with  God.  2*25 

errors ;  and  that,  in  this  fenfe,  He  feeth  not  iniquity  s  e  r  m. 
in  Jacob.  IX. 

2.  No  man  (hould  be  puffed  up  with  conceit,  that  — - — 
God  hath  a  lingular  regard  to  him.     Fpr  all  luch 
conceits  are  groundlefs  and  vain  \  in  them  men  do 
miferably  delude  themfelves. 

No  man  can  otherwife  found  any  affurance  of 
God's  fpecial  love  to  him,  than  upon  a  good  con- 
fcience  ;  teftifying,  that  he  doth  fincerely  love  God,  i  John m. 
and   endeavour  feithfuUy  to   obey  his  command-'^**' 
ments. 

3.  No  man  fhotild  defpair  of  God*s  favour  5  fee- 
ing God  hath  no  particular  averfation  from  any; 
but  every  perfon  hath  the  fame  grounds  of  hope. 

If  we  can  buckk  our  hearts  to  obferve  our  duty, 
we  may  be  fure  to  be  accepted. 

If  thou  dofl  zvell^fhalt  thou  not  be  accepted  ?  Ckn.  iy.  7. 

4.  No  man  flic)Uld  be  diicouraged  for  his  condi- 
tion-, or  fortune  ;  fince  in  allotting  it  to  him  God 
had  no  disfavour,  nor  did  intend  him  ill. 

.   God  hath  no  left  regard  to  him,  than  to  perfons 
of  the  inoft  high,  wealthy,  profperous  ftate. 

5.  No  man  fhould  repine,  murmur,  or  complain 
of  God's  dealing,  as  if  he  were  unkindly  ufed,  more 
than  others.  For  there  is  no  fuch  thing.  God  deal- 
eth  alike  kindly  with  all. 

6.  No  man,  upon  account  of  his  rank,  wealth,  or 
worldly  advantages,  fhould  boaft  or  pride  himfelf ; 
feeing  thence  he  partaketh  no  more,,  than  his  mean- 
eft  and  pooreft  neighbour,  of  the  principal  advan-? 
tage,  God's  favour. 

7.  No  man,  upon  fuch  accounts,  fhould  defplfc 

his  neighbour,  the  brother  of  low  clegi-ee :  for  upon  Jam.  i.  9. 
tfeefe  accounts  it  appearetb,  that  the  Wife  Man  faith'^^^^*^*'^^- 
truly,  that  Be  is  void  of  wifdom^  who  defpifeth  his  neigh-  xiv.  \\l 
hour ;  feeing  no  man  can  be  defpicable,  whom  God 
^egardeth  ;  feeing  God^  as  Elihu  faith,  is  mighty,  andsoh  xxxvi. 
defpifeth  not  anyy  feeing  the  meaneft  perfon  ftandeth  Jj^^  ..  ^ 
VOL.  II.  Q^  on 
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^ERM.on  equal  terms  with  the  greateft  in  the  eye  of 

IX.    God. 
■  8.  Great  men  fhould  not  take  themfelves  for  another 

t^J^cailTm*^^^^  of  creatures,  or  another  race  of  men  than  their 
omnTvaTa.poor  neighbours;  that  the  world  is  theirs,  and  all 
Ub'vif'''''  things  are  for  them;  that  they  may  do  what  they 

pleale ;   that  they  arc  exempted  from  laws,  which 

oblige  others ;  for  in  moral  and  fpiritual  accounts 

they  are  upon  a  level  with  others. 

They  are  but  fellow-fubjefts  and  fellow-fervants 

with  others ;  all  accountable  to  the  fame  Matter. 

9.  Superiors  hence  (hould  be  moved  to  deal  fairly, 
gently,  and  (;ourteoufly  with  inferiors ;  feeing  thefc 
,are  their  fellow-fervants,  equally  confiderable  as 
themfelves  with  the  great  Mafter  of  the  family. 

This  is  the  ufe,  to  which  St.  Paul  applieth  the 

confideration : 

Col.  IV.  I.       MqfterSy  give  unto  your  fervants  that  which  isjujland 

ui.  uu.      gqual^  knowing  that  ye  have  a  Mafter  in  heaven  • 

Ephcf.vi.9.7>  mqfterSy  do  the  fame  things  unto  them,  (that  is,  be 

confcientioufly  good  to  them,  as  they  are  faithful  to 

you)  forbearing  threatening  ;  knowing  that  your  Mafter 

alfo  is  in  heaven^  neither  is  there  refpedi  of  perfons  with 

him. 

10.  This  confideration  fliould  preferve  us  from 
fuperftition,  or  thinking  to  pleafe  or  fatisfy  God, 
win  his  favour,  or  appeafe  his  difpleafure,  by  un- 
couth ways,  which  he  hath  not  prefcribed  to  all  men; 
to  corrupt  him  by  our  lacrifices  and  oblations ;  our 
flatteries,  glofings,  colloguings  with  him ;  fo  that  he 
will  indulge  us  in  any  bad  things  or  excufe  us  from 
our  true  duty,  in  regard  to  thoS  afFefted  fervices. 

We  do  herein  but  abufc  ourfelves ;  for  he  will  not 

approve  or  accept  us  upon  any  other  account,  than  of 

Coioff-ii.    difcharging  our  duty,  being  truly  righteous  and 

11.  It  is  matter  of  comfort  and  fatisfaftion  to  a 
man,  who  is  confcious  of  his  fincerity,  that  (what- 
ever 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


No  RefpeSl  of  Perfifis  with  God,  227 

ever    his    condition   and    ciroimftances   be)    GodsERM. 
will  have  a  fair  regard  thereto,  and  will  not  rejedt     ix. 
him,  ■ 

It  was  fo  to  Job ;  Doth  not  God  fee  my  waySy  oftd Job  xxxi. 

count  all  my  Jleps  ? Let  me  be  weighed  in  an  even^  ^' 

balance,  that  God  may  knoxv  my  integrity^ 

J  2.  The  confideration  of  this  point  Ihould  keep  Jam.  u.  1. 
us  from  partial  refpedts  of  men.  ^^ 

Not  to  admire  the  ftate  of  great  men,  nor  to  yield  xxriu.  ai. 
them  undue  deferences,  (in  prejudice  to  meaner  per- 
fons^  making  greater  difference  than  there  is  ground  06 /uixu^roi 
for)  not  to  flatter  or  humour  them  in  an  imm^erate  J{j[^^^^5^ 
meafure,  or  unbefeeming  manner.  16. 

This  is  that  which  St.  James  doth  urge  in  his  fe-^;^!^;*^ 
cond  chapter,  as  a  very  unequal  thing.  Judc,  tct. 

We  fliould  imitate  God ;  we  (hould  confider  that  i^^^,  ^^^ 
our  opinions  and  affeftions  (hould  refemble  his.  15* 

As  in  exterior  judgment  no  refpedt  is  to  be  hadx^^i^;  '^' 
to  the  rich  above  the  poor  ;  fo  neither  in  the  inte-P«>v.xxir. 
rior  judgment  or  efteem  of  our  mind  j  to  which  St.  xx*viH!i// 
James  feemeth  to  apply  the  law  ;  If  ye  have  refpe^l^^^*'^^-  9« 
to  perfom^  ye  commit  Jin^  and  are  cotivinced  of  the  law  as 
tranfgrefjors. 

13.  This  (hould  keep  us  from  envying  at  thofe 
who  have  more  worldly  advantages. 

14.  It  (hould  keep  us  from  being  offended,  or 
fcandalized,  or  perverted  into  falfe  notions  of  God, 
upon  occafion  of  any  myfterious  points,  or  hard  ex- 
pre(nons  importing  abfolute  and  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings of  God,  in  prededination,  or  providence.  For 
however  they  are  to  be  underftood,  they  cannot  de- 
rogate from  the  impartial  goodnefs  and  juftice  of 
God. 

15.  This  confideration  (hould  engage  us  readily 
to  pay  due  refpedt  and  reverence  to  princes,  to  ma- 
giftrates,  to  all  our  fuperiors. 

For  hence  we  fee,  that  the  reafon  why  we  are 
commanded^ to  honour  and  fear  them,  is,  not  their 

Qjl  worldly 
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SERM. worldly  grandeur  of  wealth   or  power,  (things  of 
IX.     fmall  confideration  with  God;)  but  it  ftandeth  on 

more  folid  ground,  their  facred  relations  to  God,  as 

his  reprefentatives  and  officers  ;  who  in  his  name 
and  behalf  do  adminifter  juftice,  and  proteft  right 
and  innocence,  encourage  virtue,  maintain  order  and 
peace  in  the  world. 

Though  God  doth  not  favour  their  perfons  as 
rich  and  mighty ;  yet  he  regardeth  his  own  charac- 
ter imprinted  on  them ;  he  regardeth  his  honour  and 
intereft  concerned  in  their  refpeft  ;  he  regardeth 
tlie  public  good  of  mankind,  which  they  are  con- 
ftituted  to  promote  :  he  confiders  them  as  the 
minijlers  of  his  kin^dom^  and  inftruments  of  conveying 
his  benefits  to  mankind. 

Whence  he  giveth  fahation  to  kingSy  he  by  his 
law,  and  by  his  providence,  doth  guard  and  fecure 
them  from  violence,  from  contempt,  from  difre- 
fpcft. 

In  honouring  them,  we  honour  the  authority  of 
God,    and  the   character  of   divinity   ftamped  on 
Rom. xiv.  them;  we  ferve  ourfelves,  for  whole  fake  they  are 
E.'f  «v«^;».  conftituted,  for  whofe  good  they  watch. 

It  may  alfo  engage  us  the  more  gladly  and  fully 
to  yield  them  their  due  refpeft,  to  confidcr,  that 
their  condition  is  not  invidious,  or  their  cafe  better 
than  other  men's;  feeing  they  are  accountable  to  God 
for  the  advantages  of  it ;  leeing  that  God  hath  no 
regard  to  them  upon  account  of  that  greatnefs  which 
dazzleth  our  eyes ;  feeing  that  for  all  the  burthens 
they  fuftain,  for  all  the  cares  they  take,  for  all  the 
pains  they  endure,  for  our  good  and  public  fervice, 
they  can  receive  fo  inconfiderable  a  recompcnce 
from  us. 

Finally,  it  (hould  engage  us  to  be  very  careful  of 
our  ways,  and  diligent  in  our  obedience ;  feeing  there 
is  no  other  way  poffible  of  pleafing  God,  of  gaining 
his  favour  and  friendfhip,  of  appealing  hisdilpleafure, 

of 
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of  {landing  upright,  and  coming  off  well  in  his  judg-  s  e  r  M. 
ment;  this  is  St.  Peter's  inference,  with  which   I      ix. 

conclude.  . 

If  ye  call  on  the  Father^  who  witiout  refpeSt  of  per-i  Pet.  i.  17. 
Jom  judgeth  according  to  every  mans  worky  pafs  the  time 
ofyourfojouvning  here  in  fear. 


/"■-•■ 


'>->.  \     ^i  ,  SERMON 
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SERMON   X. 

The  Profitablenefs  of  Godllnefi. 


I  Tim.  iv.  8. 

But  Godlinefs  is  profitable  for  all  things. 

HOW  generally  men,  with  moft  unanimous  con-  s  £  R  m. 
fent,  are  devoted  to  profit,  as  to  the  imme-      x,  . 
diate  fcope  of  their  defigns,  and  aim  of  their  doings,  > 

if  with  the  flighted  attention  we  view  what  is  a6ted 
upon  this  theatre  of  human  affairs,  we  cannot  but 
difcern.    All  that  we  fee  men  fo  very  ferious  and  in-Prov.  liy. 
daftrious  about,  which  we  call.bufinefs ;  that  which  J^  k^i^oj, 
they  trudge  for  in  the  ftreets,  which  they  work  or  ^^  My«  *»- 
wait  for  in  the  (hops,  which  they  meet  and  crowd  J^^*^  ^*V 
for  at  the  exchange,  which  they  fue  for  in  the  hall,  ftoph.  piut. 
and  folicit  for  at  the  court,  which  they  plough  and  dig 
for,  which  they  march  and  fight  for  in  the  field, 
which  they  travel  for  at  land,  and  fail  for  (among 
rocks  and  ftorms)  upon  the  lea,  which  they  plod  for 
in  the  clofet,  and  difpute  for  in  the  fchools,  (yea, 
may  we  not  add,  which  they  frequently  pray  for  and 
preach  for  in  the  Church  ?)  what  is  it  but  profit  ? 
Is  it  not  this  apparently,  for  which  men  fo  eagerly 
conteft  and  quarrel,  fo  bitterly  envy  and  emulate,  fo 
fiercely  clamour  and  inveigh,  fo  cunningly  fupplant 
and  undermine  one  another;  which  ftufFeth  their 

0^4  hearts 
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s  E  R  M.  hearts  with  mutual  hatred  and  fpite,  which  tippeth 
X.      their  tongues  with  llander  and  reproach,  which  often 

■  embrueth  their  hands  with  blood  and  llaughter ;  for 

which  they  expofe  their  lives  and  limbs  to  danger, 
for  which  they  undergo  grievous  toils  and  drudge- 
ries, for  which  they  diftraft  their  mind  with  cares, 
and  pierce  their  heart  with  forrows ;  to  which  they  fa- 
crifice  their  prefent  eale  and  content'*,  yea,  to  which 
commonly  they  proftitute  their  honour  and  con- 
fcience  ?  This,  if  you  mark  it,  is  the  great  miftrefs, 
which  is  with  fo  paffionate  rivality  every  where  wooed 
and  courted  ;  this  t4ie  common  mark,  which  all  eyes 
aim  and  all  endeavours  ftrike  at;  this  the  hire,  which 
men  demand  for  all  their  pains,  the  prize  they  hope 
for  in  all  their  combats,  the  harveft  they  feek  from  all 
the  year's  affiduous  labour.  This  is  the  bait,  by 
which  you  may  inveigle  moft  men  any  whither ;  and 
the  moft  certain  fign,  by  which  you  may  prognofticate 
what  any  man  will  do  :  for  mark  where  his  profit  is, 
there  will  he  be.  This  fome  profefledly  and  with  open 
face,  others  flily  and  under  thin  veils  of  pretence, 
(under  guife  of  friendlhip,  of  love  to  public  good, 
of  loyalty,  of  religious  zeal ;)  fome  diredly  and  in 
a  plain  track,  others  obliquely  and  by  fubtle  trains ; 
fome  by  fordid  and  bafe  means,  others  in  ways  more 
cleanly  and  plaufible ;  fome  gravely  and  modeftly, 
others  wildly  and  furioufly  j  all,  (very  few  excepted) 
in  one  manner  or  another,  do  clearly  in  moft  of  their 
proceedings  level  and  drive  at  •. 

This  praftice  then  being  fo  general,  and  feeing 
that  men  are  reafonable  creatures,  that  it  is  fo  can- 
not furely  proceed  from  mere  brutilhnefs,  or  dotage; 
there  muft  be  fome  f^ir  colour  or  femblance  of  rca- 


•  Prima  fere  vota,  et  cunftis  notiflima  Templis 
EVivitiae  ut  crefcant,  &c.     yitv.  Sat.  x. 
Omnes  ad  affcAum  atquc  appetitum   utilitatiB  fu«  natum 
ipiiiis   magifterio  atque   impulfione  duQontur.     Sdv.  ad  Esd, 

Catb.  a. 

fon, 
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Ton,  which  draweth  men  into,  and  carrieth  them  for*  s  e  r  m, 
ward  in  this  way.  The  reafon  indeed  is  obvious  and  x, 
evident  enough;  the  very  name  of  profit  implieth  it, 
fignifying  that  which  is  ufeful,  or  conducible  to  pur- 
pofes  really  or  feemingly  good.  The  gain  of  money, 
or  of  fomewhat  equivalent  thereto,  is  therefore  fpe- 
cially  termed  profit,  becaufe  it  readily  fupplieth  ne- 
ceflity,  furniflieth  convenience,  fcedeth  pleafure,  fa- 
tisfieth  fancy  and  curiofity,  promoteth  eafe  and  li- 
berty, fupporteth  honour  and  dignity,  procureth 
power,  dependencies,  and  frien^fhips,  rendereth  a 
man  fomebody  confiderable  in  the  world ;  in  fine, 
cnableth  to  do  good,  or  to  perform  works  of  benefi- 
cence and  charity.  Profit  is  therefore  fo  much  af- 
fedled  and  purfued,  becaufe  it  is,  or  doth  feem,  apt 
to  procure  or  promote  fome  good  defirable  to  us. 

If  therefore  a  project  (hould  be  propofcd  to  us 
very  feafible,  and  probable  to  fucceed,  in  purfuance 
whereof  afluredly  we  might  obtain  great  profit ;  me- 
thinks,  in  confiftence  with  ourfelves,  and  conform- 
ably to  our  ufual  manner  of  ading,  we  fliould  be 
very  ready  to  embrace  and  execute  it.  Such  a  pro- 
jeA  it  is,  which  in  my  text,  by  a  very  trufty  voucher 
and  fkilful  judge  of  fuch  things,  and  one  who  had 
himfelf  fully  experimented  it,  is  propofed  ^  which  in 
itfelf  is  very  pradlicable,  fo  that  any  of  us  may,  if  we 
have  a  mind  to  it,  and  will  be  at  the  pains,  throughly 
compafs  and  carry  it  on  :  which  will  exceedingly 
turn  to  account,  and  bring  in  gains  unto  us  un- 
fpeakably  vaft ;  in  companion  whereto  all  other  de- 
figns,  which  men  with  fo  much  care  and  toil  do  pur- 
fue,  are  very  unprofitable,  or  detrimental,  yielding 
but  (hadows  of  profit,  or  bringing  real  damage  to 
us. 

It  is  briefly  this,  to  be  religious  or  pious  ;  that  is, 
in  our  minds  ftedfaftly  to  believe  on  God,  (fuch  as 
nature  in  fome  meafure^  and  revelation  more  clearly, 
declareth  him,)  in  our  hearts  earnefUy  to  love  and 
reverence  him,  through  all  our  pradlice  fincerely  and 

diligently 
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s  E  R  M.  diligently  to  obferve  his  laws.     This  is  it  which  St. 
X.      Paul  affirmeth  to  be  profitable  for  all  things^  and  which 

— — —  it  is  my  intent,  by  God's  help,  to  recommend  unto 
you  as  fuch ;  demonftrating  it  really  to  be  fo,  by  re- 
prefenting  fome  of  thofe  numberlefs  benefits  and  ad- 
vantages which  accrue  from  it,  extending  to  all  con- 
ditions and  capacities  of  men,  to  all  ftates,  all  fta- 
fons,  and  in  cfFeft  to  all  affairs  of  life. 
I  It  hath  been  ever  a  main  obftruftion  to  the  prac» 

tice  of  piety,  that  it  hath  been  taken  for  no  friend, jor 
rather  for  an  enemy,  to  profit ;  as  both  unprofitable 
and  prejudicial  to  its  followers :  and  many  femblances 
there  are  countenancing  that  opinion.  For  religion 
feemeth  to  fmother  or  to  llacken  the  induftry  and 
alacrity  of  men  in  foUowing  profit,  many  ways  :  by 
charging  them  to  be  content  with  a  little,  and  carefiil 
for  nothing ;  by  diverting  their  afFeftions  and  cares 
from  worldly  affairs  to  matters  of  another  nature, 
place,  and  time,  prefcribing  in  the  firft  place  to  fcek 
things  fpiritual,  heavenly,  and  future  j  by  difbarag- 
ing  all  fecular  wealth,  as  a  thing,  in  comparilon  to 
virtue  and  fpiritual  goods,  very  meau  and  inconfi- 
derable ;  by  checking  greedy  defires  and  afpiring 
thoughts  after  it  y  by  debarring  the  moft  ready 
ways  of  getting  it,  (violence,  exadtion,  fraud,  and 
flattery,)  yea,  ftraightening  the  befl:  ways,  eager  care 
and  diligence  3  by  commending  drift  juftice  in  all 
cafes,  and  always  taking  part  with  conscience,  when 
it  cla(heth  with  intereft ;  by  paring  away  the  largeft 
ufes  of  wealth,  in  the  prohibition  of  its  free  enjoy- 
ment to  pride  or  pleafure ;  by  enjoining  liberal  com- 
munication thereof  in  ways  of  charity  and  mercy ; 
by  engaging  men  to  expofe  their  goods  fometimes  to 
imminent  hazard,  fometimes  to  certain  lofs;  obliging 
them  to  forfake  all  things,  and  to  embrace  poverty 
for  its  fake. 

It  favoureth  this  conceit,  to  obferve,  that  often 
bad  men  by  impious  courfes  do  appear  to  thrive  and 
profper  s  while  good  men  feem  tor  their  goodnefs 

to 
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to  fuffer,  or  to  be  no  wife  vifibly  better  for  it,  en-  s  e  r  m. 
during  much  hardlhip  and  diftrefs.  x. 

It  mrthcreth  the  prejudice,  that  fome  perfons,  void • 

of  true  piety,  or  impeifeftly  good,  (fome  dabblers  in 
religion)  do  not  from  their  lame,  flight,  and  fuper- 
ficial  performances,  feel  fatisfaftory  returns,  (uch  as 
they  did  prefume  to  find ;  and  thence,  to  the  defa- 
mation of  piety,  are  apt  to  fay,  with  thofe  men  in 
the  prophet,  //  is  vain  toferve  God;  and  zvhat  profit  is^^ >"•  J4»' 
//  that  we  have  kept  his  ordinances^  and  that  we  have 
walked  mournfully  before  the  Lord  of  hofls  ?  Yea,  that 
fometimes  very  pious  men,  being  out  of  huinour, 
and  fomcwhat  difcompofed  by  the  urgent  preflures 
of  afBiftion,  the  difappointments  and  croiTes  inci- 
dent to  all  men  here  in  this  region  of  trouble,  are  apt 
to  complain  and  exprefs  themfelves  diflatisfied,  fay- 
ing with  Job,  It  projiteth  a  man  nothings  that  he  fhouldsoh  xxxi?. 
delight  himfelf  with  God.     What  advantage  will  it  be^'  ***^-3* 
mto  me^  and  what  profit  fhall  I  have^  if  I  be  cleanfed 
from  my  fin  ^  or  with  David,  Verily  I  have  cleanfed  myvr.  Uxwu    ' 
heart  in  vain^  andwafhed  my  hands  in  innocency :  for  all^^*  *^* 
the  day  long  I  have  been  plagued^  and  chafiened  every 
morning. 

To  thefe  confiderations,  difadvantageous  in  this  re- 
fpeft  to  piety,  may  be  added,  that  the  conftant  and 
certain  profits  emergent  firom  it  (although  incom- 
parably more  fubftantial,  and  to  the  mind  more  fen- 
fible  than  any  other,)  are  not  yet  fo  grofs  and  palpa- 
ble, that  men,  who  from  being  immerfed  in  earth 
and  fleQi  are  blind  in  error,  dull  of  apprehenfion, 
vain  and  inconfiderate  in  their  judgments,  tainted  and 
vitiated  in  their  palates,  can  difcern  their  worth,  or  re- 
lifh  their  fweetnefs.  Hence  it  is  that  fo  many  fol- 
low the  judgment  and  praftice  of  thofe  in  Job,  who^^^^  xxi* 
fay  unto  Gody  Depart  from  us  ^  for  we  dejire  not  the  know^  *^  '^' 
/edge  of  thy  ways.  What  is  the  Almighty ^  that  we  fhould 
ferve  him  ?  and  what  profit  fhould  we  have^  if  we  pray 
unto  him  ? 

For  voiding  which  prejudices,  and  the  recommen- 
dation 
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s  £  R  M.  dation  of  St.  Paul's  projeft,  I  (hall,  as  I  faid,  pro- 
X.      pofe  fome  of  thofe  innumerable  advantages,  by  con- 
»'  fidering  which  the  immenfe  profitablenefs  of  piety 

will  appear.  And  firft",  I  (hall  iiiention  thofe  confi- 
deratioHs,  which  more  plainly  do  import  univerfalityj 
then  (hall  touch  fome  benefits  thereof,  feeming  more 
particular,  yet  dn  efFedl  vaftly  large,  and  of  a  very 
difFufive  influence. 
^  L  Firft  then,  we  may  confider,  that  piety  is  ex- 

ceeding ufeful  for  all  forts  of  men,  in  all  capacities, 
all  ftates,  all  relations  ;  fitting  and  difpofing  them  to 
manage  all  their  refpedtive   concernments,  to  dif- 
charge  all  their  peculiar  duties,  in  a  proper,  juft,  and 
decent  manner. 
Eph.  Ti.  9-      It  rendereth  all  fuperiors  equal  and  moderate  in 
CoK  IV.  X.  ^j^^jj.  adminiftrations  j  mild,  courteous,  and  affable 
in  their  converfe ;   benign  and  condefcen(ive  in  all 
their  demeanour  toward  their  inferiors. 
Eph.  T».  5.      Correfpondently  it  difpofeth  inferiors  to  be  (incere 
^/";^J|;and  faithful,  modeft,  loving,  refpeftful,  diligent,  apt 
willingly  to  yield  due  fubjeftion  and  lervice. 

It  inclineth  princes  to  be  juft,  gentle,  benign,  carc- 
fiil  for  their  fubjeds'  good,  apt  to  adminifler  juftice 
uprightly,  to  proted  right,  to  encourage  virtue,  to 
check  wickednefs. 
Rom.  xiit.       Anfwerably  it  rendereth  fubjefts  loyal,  fubmi(nve, 
Tit.iii.  I.  obedient,  quiet,  and  peaceable,  ready  to  yield  due 
I  Pet. iLi3. honour,  to  pay  the  tributes,  and  bear  the  burthens 
Imffcfed,  to  difcharge  all  duties,  and  obferve  all  law>^ 
prefcribed  by  their  governors  confcionably,  patici}t%»  V^^ 
cheerfully,  without  reluftancy,  grudging,  or  my^fj^ 
muring. 
iPw.jv.Q.      It  maketh  parents  loving,  gentle,  provident  for 
E^h.  vi.  4^  ^^^^^  children's  good  education,  aijd  comfortable  fub- 
coi.  i^.  21.  fiftence ;  children  again,  dutiful,  refpeftful,  grateful/ 
Eph"Vi!*i.  *  apt  to  requite  their  parents. 

Col.  iii.  20.     Hufliands  frorn  it  become  affectionate  and  com- 
coi.  iu!  i^.*  filiaJnt  to  their  wives ;  wives  fubmiffive  and  obcdien|:' 

Cbl:  iii.  18.  Jfit.  Ujj^  I  Pet.  iii.  5.  ^^ 

■  ■  '  '     ■  •'    » "^  "   ^  ■  ■', 
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It  difpofeth  friends  to  be  friends  indeed,  fall  of  s  E  r  M^ 
cordial    affedtion    and   good-willj  entirely  faithful^       x. 
firmly  conftant,  induftnouily  careful  and  aftive  m  ^^■-'    -  ^ 
performing  all  good  offices  mutually. 

It  engageth  men  to  be  dili^nt  in  their  calling, 
faithful  to  their  trufts,  contented  and  peaceable  in 
their  ftation,  and  thereby  ferviceable  to  public  good. 

It  rendereth  all  men  juft  and  punctual  in  theircai.vi.a. 
dealing,  orderly  and  quiet  in  their  behaviour,  cour-  J^j,  j^  g^ 
teous  and  complaifant  in  their  converfation,  friendly  i  Thcfli  m, 
and  charitable  upon  all  occafiohs,  apt  toaflift,  to  rc-icor.ijj. 
lieve,  to  comfort  one  another.  u- 

It  ticth  all  relations  more  faftly  and  ftrongly,  a(^ 
fureth  and  augmenteth  all  endearments,  enforceth 
and  eftablilheth  all  obligations  by  the  firm  bands  of 
confcience ;  fet  afide  which,  no  engagement  can 
hold  fure  againft  temptations  of  infcereft  or  plea- 
fure.  Much  difference  there  is  between  performing 
thefe  duties  out  of  natural  temper,  fear  of  punifh- 
ment,  hope  of  temporal  reward,  fclfifli  defign,  regard 
to  credit,  or  other  the  like  principles,  and  the  dif*» 
charging  them  out  pf  religious^6ilfi:ience  ;  this  alone 
will  keep  men  tight,  uniform,  ttetblute,  and  flable ; 
whereas  all  other  principles  are  loofe  and  flippery, 
will  foon  be  fh^ken  and  faulter. 

In  confequence  to  thofe  prafticcs  fpringing  from 
it,  piety  removeth  oppreffion,  violence,  faftion,  dif- 
orders,  and  murmurings,  out  of  the  ftate ;  fchifms 
and  fcandals  out  of  the  church  ;  pride  and  haughti- 
nefs,  lloth  and  luxury,  detraftion  and  fycophantry 
out  pf  the  court ;  corruption  and  partiality  out  of 
judicitures ;  clamours  and  tumults  out  of  the  ftreet ; 
brawlings,  grudges,  and  jealoufies  out  of  families;  ex- 
tortion and  cozenage  out  of  trade ;  ftrifes,  emulations, 
flanderous  backbitings,  bitter  and  foul  language  out 
of  converfation  :  in  all  places,  in  all  Ibcieties  it  pro- 
duceth,  it  advanceth,  it  eflablilheth,  order,  peace, 
fafety,  profperity,  all  that  is  good,  all  that  is  lovely 
or  handfome^  aU  that  is  convenient  or  pleafant  for 

human 
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s  E  R  M.human  fociety  and  common  life.     It  is  that  which, 
z.      as  the  Wife  Man  faith,  exaltetb  a  nation  ;  it  is  that 

which  efiai/i/heth  a  throne. 

Vtov.  xiv.       It  is  indeed  the  bed  prop  and  guard  that  can  be 

XX.  28.*  "of  government,  and  of  the  commonweal :  for  it  fet- 

xxix.  14.    tigth  the  body  politic  in  a  found  conftitution  of 

health,  it  firmly  cementeth  the  parts  thereof}  it 

putteth  all  things  into  a  right  order  and  fleady 

courfe.     It  procureth  mutual  refpeft  and  affeftion 

between  governors  and  fubjeds,  whence  arifeth  fafe- 

ty,  cafe,  and  pleafure  to  both.     It  rendereth  men 

truly  good,  (that  is,  juft  and  honeft,  fober  and  con- 

fiderate,  modeft  and  peaceable,)    and   thence  apt, 

without  any  conftraipt  or  ftir,  to  yield  every  one 

their  due  ;  not  affefted  to  needlefs  change,  not  dif- 

pofed  to  raife  any  diflurbance.     It  putteth  men  in 

good  humour,  and  keej)eth  them  in  it  j   whence 

things  pafs  fmoothly  and  pleafantly.     It  cherifheth 

worth,   and  encourageth   induftry ;   whence  virtue 

flouri(heth,and  wealth  is  increafed;  whence  the  occa- 

fions  and  means  of  diforder  are  flopped,  the  pretences 

for  fedition  and  fi^ipn  are  cut  off.     In  fine,  it  cer- 

.    tainly  procureth  tl^  benedidion  of  God,  the  fource 

Trov.xi.io.of  ail  welfare  and  profperity  :  whence,  ff^Jben  it  goetb 

*****  *•     well  with  the  righteous^  the  city  rejoiceth ;  and  IVhen 

the  righteous  are  in  authority ^  the  people  rejoice^  faith  the 

great  politician  Solomon. 

It  IS  therefore  the  concernment  of  all  men,  who, 
Pfai.  xxxiv.as  the  Pfalmifl  fpeaketh,  dejire  to  live  well^  and  would 
iPeLm.io/^^^  f^^  S^^^  ^y^i  i^  is  the  fpecial  intereft  of  great 
perfons,  (of  the  magiflracy,  the  nobility,  the  gentry, 
of  all  perfons  that  have  any  confiderable  intereft  in 
the  world,)  who  would  fafely  and  fweetly  enjoy  their 
dignity,  power,  or  wealth,  by  all  means  to  proteft 
and  promote  piety,  as  the  beft  inftrument  of  their 
fecunty,  and  undifturbedly  enjoying  the  accommoda- 
tions of  their  ftate.    It  is  in  all  refpedls  their  beft  wif- 
dom  and  policy ;  that  which  will  as  well  preferve  their 
outward  fl^te  here^  as  fatisfy  their  confcienccs  with- 
in 
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in,  and  fave  th^ir  fouls  hereafter.     All  the  Machia-  s  e  r  m, 
viJian  arts  and  tricks,  all  the  fleights  and  fetches  of      x. 
worldly  craft,  do  fignify  nothing  in  comparifon  to  ■ 
this  one  plain  and  eafy  way  of  fecuring  and  further- 
ing their  interefts. 

If  then  it  be  a  grofs  abfufdity  to  defire  the  fruits^ 
and  not  to  take  care  of  the  root,  not  to  cultivate  the 
ftockj  whence  they  fprout ;  if  every  prince  gladly 
would  have  his  fubjedts  loyal  and  obedient,  every 
mafter  would  have  his  fervants  honeft,  diligent,  and 
obfqrvant,  every  parent  would  have  his  children  of- 
ficious and  grateful,  every  man  would  have  his  friend 
faithful  and  kind,  every  one  would  have  thofe  jufl 
and  fincere,  with  whom  he  doth  negotiate  or  con- 
verfe  ;  if  any  one, would  choofe  to  be  related  to 
fuch,  and  would  efteem  their  relation  a  happinefs  ; 
then  confequently  (hould  every  man  in  reafon  ftrive 
to  further  piety,  from  whence  alone  thofe  good  dif- 
pofitions  and  praftices  do  proceed. 

IL  Piety  doth  fit  a  man  for  all  conditions,  quali^ 
fying  him  to  pafs  through  them  all  with  the  beft  ad- 
vantage, wifely,  cheerfully,  and  fafely ;  fo  as  to  incur 
no  confiderable  harm  or  detriment  by  them. 

Is  a  man  profperous,  high,  or  wealthy  in  condi- 
tion ?  Piety  guardeth  him  from  all  the  mifchiefs  inci- 
dent to  that  ftate,  and  difpofeth  him  to  enjoy  the 
befl  advantages  thereof.  It  keepeth  him  from  being 
fwelled  and  puffed  up  with  vain  conceit,  from  being 
tranfported  with  fond  complacence  or  confidence 
therein ;  minding  him,  that  it  is  purely  the  gift  of 
God,  that  it  abfolutely  dependeth  on  his  difpofal,  fo 
that  it  may  foon  be  taken  from  him,  and  that  he 
cannot  otherwife  than  by  humility,  by  gratitude,  by 
the  good  ufe  of  it,  be  fecure  to  retain  it ;  minding 
him  alfo,  that  he  (hall  affuredly  be  forced  to  render 
a  ftridl  account  concerning  the  good  management 
thereof.  It  preferveth  him  from  being  perverted  or 
corrupted  with  the  temptations,  to  which  that  con- 
dition is  moft  liable  j  firom  luxury,  from  floth,  from 

ilupidity. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


240  TJbe  Projitablenefs  of  Godlinefs. 

s  E  ft  M.  ftupidity,  from  forgetfulnefs  of  God,  and  of  himfelf ; 
X.     maintaining  among  the  floods  of  plenty  a  foberand 

fteady  mind.     It  fenceth  him  from  infolence,  and 

faftuous  contempt  of  others ;   rendereth  him  civil, 
condefcenfive,  kind  and  helpftil  to  thofe  who  are  in 
a  meaner  (late.     It  inftrufteth  and  inciteth  him  to 
apply  his  wealth  and  power  to  the  beft  ufes,  to  the 
fervice  of  God,  to  the  benefit  of  his  neighbour,  for 
his  own  beft  reputation,  and  moft  folid  comfort.*    It 
is  the  right  ballaft  of  profperity,  the  only  antidote  for 
all  the  inconveniences  of  wealth;   that  which  fc- 
cureth,  fweeteneth,  and  fanftifieth  all  other  goods: 
without  it  all  apparent  goods  are  verj-  noxious,  or 
extremely  dangerous :  riches,  power,  honour,  eafe, 
pleafure,  are  fo  many  poifons,  or  fo  many  fnares,  with- 
out it.   Again,  is  a  man  poor  and  low  in  the  world? 
Piety  doth  improve  and  fweeten  even  that  ftatc :  it 
keepeth  his  fpirits  up  above  dejeftion,defperation, 
and  difconfolatenefs ;  it  freeth  him  from  all  grievous 
folicitude  and  anxiety ;  (hewing  him,  that  although 
he  fee«neth  to  have  little,  yet  he  may  be  aflured  to 
want  nothing,  he  having  a  certain  fuccour  and  never- 
failing  fupply  from  God's  good  providence ;   that, 
notwithftanding  the  prefent  ftraitnefs  of  his  condi- 
tion, or  fcantnefs  of  outward  things,  he  hath  a  title 
to  goods  infinitely  rnore  precious  and  more  confider- 
able.     A  pious  man  cannot  but  apprehend  himfelf 
like  the  child  of  the  moft  wealthy,  kind,  and  careftil 
father,  who  although  he  hath  yet  nothing  in  his  own 
poffeffion,  or  pafling  under  his  name,  yet  is  aflured, 
that  he  can  never  come  into  any  want  of  what  is 
needful  to  him :  the  Lord  of  all  things  (who  hath 
all  things  in  heaven  and  earth  at  his  difpofal,  who  is 
infinitely  tender  of  his  children's  good,  who  doth  in- 
ceflantly  watch  over  them)  being  his  gracious  Fa- 
ther, how  can  he  fear  to  be  left  deftitute,  or  not  to 
be  competently  provided  for,  as  is  truly  beft  for 
him  ? 

•    This  is  the  difference  between  a  pious  and  an  im- 
.  .    '  pious 
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pious  man.     Is  the  pious  man  in  need?    he  hathsERM. 
then  an  invifible  refuge  to  fly  to,  an  invifible  ftore      ^. 

to  furni(h  him  ;  he  hath  fomewhat  beyond  all  prefent 

things  to  hope  in,  to  comfort  himfelf  with  :  whereas 
the  impious  perfon  hath  nothing  befide  prefent  ap- 
pearances to  fupport  or  folace  himfelf  by  ^  the  which 
failing,  down  he  finketh  into  dejeftion  and  defpair. 
Is  the  good  man  in  afflidtion  ?  he  knoweth  that  it 
cometh  not  on  him  without  God's  wife  appoint- 
ment, nor  without  good  intention  toward  him,  for 
probation,  exercife,  and  improvement  of  his  virtues, 
or  for  wholefome  correftion  of  his  bad  difpofiiions ;  ' 
that  it  is  only  phyfic  and  difcipline  to  him,  which 
Ihall  have  a  comfortable  ifliie ;  that  it  fhall  laft  no 
longer  than  it  is  expedient  for  him  that  k  fhould  : 
wherefore  he  patiently  fubmitteth  to  it,  and  under- 
goeth  it  cheerfully,  with  the  fame  mind  wherewith  a 
patient  fwalloweth  down  an  unfavoury  potion,  which 
he  prefumeth  will  conduce  to  his  health  **.  Never, 
indeed,  hath  any  man  enjoyed  more  real  content,  or 
hath  been  more  truly  fatisfied,  than  good  men  have 
been  in  a  feeming  depth  of  adverfity.  What  men 
ever  upon  earth  have  been  more  forely  afflidted,  have 
undergone  greater  lolTes,  difgraces,  labours,  troubles, 
dilTirefles  in  any  kind,  than  did  the  holy  Apoftles  ? 
Yet  did  they  moft  heartily  rejoice,  exult,  and  triumph 
in  them  all  ^.  Such  a  wondrous  virtue  hath  piety  to 
change  ail  things  into  matter  of  confolation  and  joy. 
1^0  condition  in  effeft  can  be  evil  or  fad  to  a  pious 
man  :  his  very  forrows  are  pleafant,  his  infirmities 
are  wholefome,  his  wants  enrich  him,  his  difgraces 

^  Scimus  amicos  Dei  ab  amantiffimo,  mifericordiflinio  Patre 
Deo  mala  ifta  poenalia  rccipere,  non  ut  poenain  feu  vindi6lam  ira- 
cundlae,  fed  magis  ut  corredliones  ct  medicamenta  llultitiae,  et  ad- 
jnmcnta  virtutis,  ut  malleationes  five  fabricationes,  ct  tuiillones, 
five  ablutiones,  ct  candidationcs.     Giiil,  Par,  de  Sacram. 

fwTrjr/»>ifuru9  itj  h  TTfhs  T  X§»>-w  ciydTfi,  i^  to  vttvfAa  to  wotr^tx^y.  Eitfeb, 
r.  1.  Mart.  Lugd. 

yoL.  II.  R  adorn 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


242  The  ProJitabUnefs  of  Godlinefs. 

s  E  R  M.adorn  him,  his  burthens  eafe  him ;  his  duties  are 
X.     privileges,  his  falls  are  the  grounds  of  advancement, 

his  very  fins  (as  breeding  contrition,  humility,  cir- 

cumfpeftion,  and  vigilance)  do  better  and  profit  him : 
whereas  impiety  doth  fpoil  every  condition,  doth 
corrupt  and  embafe  all  good  things,  doth  embitter 
all  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of  life. 

III.  Piety  doth  virtually  comprife  within  it  all 
other  profits,  ferving  all  the  defigns  of  them  all :  what- 
ever kind  of  defirable  good  we  can  hope  to  find  from 
any  other  profit,  we  may  be  affured  to  enjoy  from  it. 
He  that  hath  it  is  ipfo  fa£lo  vvS^Ay  rich,  is  inti- 
tled  to  immenfe  treafurcs  of  moft  precious  wealth ; 
in  comparifon  whereto  all  the  gold  and  all  the  jewels 
in  the  world  arc  mere  baubles.     He  hath  intcreft  in 
God,  and  can  call  him  his,  who  is  the  ^7//,  and  in  regard 
to  whom  all  things  exiftent  are  lefs  than  nothing.  The 
infinite  power  and  wifdom  of  God  belong  to  him,  to 
be  ever,  upon  all  fit  occafions,  employed  for  his  be- 
nefit.    All  the  ineftimable  treafures  of  heaven  (a 
place  infinitely  more  rich  than  the  Indies)  are  his, 
after  this  moment  of  life,  to  have  and  to  hold  for 
ever  :  fo  that  great  reafon  had  the  Wife  Man  to  fay, 
Prov.  XV.  6.  that  h  the  houje  of  the  righteous  is  much  treafure.    Piety 
therefore  is  profitable,  as  immediately  ^mftating  in 
wealth  :  and  whereas  the  defired  fruits  of  profit  arc 
chiefly  thele,  honour,  power,  pleafure,  fafety,  liberty, 
eafe,  opportunity  of  getting  knowledge,  means  of 
benefitting  others  ;  all  thcfc  we  (hall  fee  do  abun- 
dantly accrue  from  piety,  and  in  truth  only  from  it. 
?-n.Ep.xc.     The  pious  man  is  in  truth  moft  honourable.    7«r- 
Vrov.  XII.    ^^^  homines  pro  fttinmo  ejl  optimuSy  faith  Seneca ;  whom 
rar*  axA-    Solomon  tranflateth  thus  :  The  righteous  is  more  excel- 
l'i^'^[^^l]Jent  than  his  neighbour.     He  is  dignified  by  the  moft 
M-j-r  >^/:f-illuftrious  titles,  a  Ion  of  God,  a  ftiend  and  favourite 
to  the  fovereign  King  of  the  world,  an  heir  of  hea- 
ven, a  denizen  of  the  Jcrufalem  above :    titles  far 
furpaffing  all  thofe  which  worldly  ftate  doth  affume. 
He  is  approved  by  the  beft  and  moft  infallible  judg- 
ments, 
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ments,  wherein  true  honour  rdfideth.     He  is  le-  s  fe  k  k . 
fpcfted  by  God  himfelf,  by  the  holy  angels,  by  the      x. 

blefled  faints,  by  all  good  and  all  wife  perfons ;  yea, • 

commonly,  by  all  men  :  for  the  effects  of  genuine  ^^- **»'*• 
piety  arc  fo  venerable  and  amiable,  thai  fcarce  atiy^' 
man  can  do  otherwife  than  in  his  heart  much  efteem 
him  that  worketh  them. 

The  pious  man  is  alfo  the  moft  potent  man  :  he 
hath  a  kind  of  omnipotency,  becaufe  he  can  do 
whatever  he  will,  that  is,  what  he  ought  to  do  <^ ; 
and  becaufe  the  Divine  Power  is  ever  ready  to  affift 
him  in  his  pious  enterprifes,  fo  that  He  cdti  do  affProw.  xwi 
things  by  Cbrift  that  Jbrenpheneth  him.  He  is  able  to^^^^f^; 
combat  and  vanquilh  him  that  is  0  la^ufe?,  the  Jonihtn.y.7, 
end  mighty  one ;  to  wage  war  with  happy  fuccefs 
ugainfi  principalities  and  powers.  He  conqucrcth  and 
commandeth  himfelf,  which  is  the  braveft  viftory  and 
nobleft  empire  :  he  quelleth  flefhly  lufts,  fubdueth 
inordinate  paflions,  and  repelleth  ftrong  temptations. 
He,  hy  bisfaitbj  overcometh  the  world  with  a  conqueft 
fer  more  glorious  than  ever  any  Alexander  or  Ca?far 
could  do.  He,  in  fine,  doth  perform  the  moft  wor- 
thy exploits,  and  deferveth  the  moft  honourable 
triumphs  that  man  can  do. 

The  pious  man  alfo  doth  enjoy  the  only  true 

{>kafures ;   hearty,  pure,  folid,  durable  pleafures ; 
iich  pleafures  as  thofe,  of  which  the  divine  Pfalm- 
ift    fingeth  :    In  thy  p'efence  is  fulnefs  of  joy ;    tf/pf.  xTi.  n. 
thy  tight  hofid  there  are  pleafures  for  everwa»e.    Thatf^"*'  *^- 
4ilJ  jcy  in   believing j  that  gaiety  of  hope^   that    in-Hcb.iii.e. 
teflant  rejoicing  in  the  Lord^  and  greatly  delightirg  'V/p^^^^j^T;^ 
his  laWy  that  continual  feaft  of  a  good  conlcience,cxii.  x.i.a. 
^iSLtfenting  the  Lord  with  gladnefs,  that  exceeding  ^/^^-f^^^of  V";^. 
nefs  with  God's  countenance,  that  comfort  of  the  Holyr^.\n>Hh 
Spirit,  that  ioy  unfteakahle  and  full  of  glory  ;  the  fatif-^;.?;,  ^jj/' 
iadion  rcfulting  from  the  contemplation  of  heavenly^^xxjx.  i^ 
tfuth,  from  the  fenfe  of  God*s  favour,  and  the  par-^,^*^' 

I  Pet.  i.  8. 
Kom.  xiv. 
•  Tittttim  qnatitum  Tult  potcft,  qui  fc  nifi  quod  debet  non  pu- 1  r* 
tat  pofle.    Senec.  Ef.  xc. 

R  2  don 
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s  E  R  M.don  of  his  fins,  from  the  influence  of  God's  grace, 
X.  from  the  hopes  and  anticipation  of  evcrlalling  blifs ; 
thefe  are  pleafures  indeed,  in  comparifon  whereto  all 
other  pleafures  are  no  more  than  brutiOi  fenfualities, 
fordid  impurities,  fuperficial  touches,  tranfient  flaflics 
of  delight :  fuch  as  (hould  be  infipid  and  unfavoury 
to  a  rational  appetite ;  fuch  as  are  tindured  with 
fournefs  and  bittcrnefs,  have  painful  remorfcs  or 
qualms  confequent  ^.  All  the  pious  man's  perform- 
ances of  duty  and  of  devotion  are  full  of  pure  fatif- 
ifaftion  and  delight  here,  and  (hall  be  rewarded  with 
perfed  ar^d  endiefs  joy  hereafter. 

As  for  fafety,  the  pious  man  hath  it  mod  abfot 

lute  and  fure;  he  being  guarded  by  Almighty  power 

?r.  rrii. «.  and  wifdom  ;  rejling  under  thejhadow  cf  Gods  wings ; 

Hl7.  Ui.  ^^^  upholding  him  with  his  handy  ordering  his  Jieps^  Jo 

4.  xci.  4.    that  none  of  them  fhall  flide^  holding  his  foul  in  life^  and 

^\x!\i^' Inff^^^^^S  ^^^  ^i^  f^^^  ^^  ^^  ^oved  y  he  being,  by  the 

xxxvii.  23.  grace  and  mercy  of  God,  fecured  from  the  affaults 

U3"vi*.9.^"d  impreffions  of  all  enemies,  from  fm  and  guilt» 

cxix.  45.    from  the  Devil,  world,  and  flefli,  from  death  and 

iiell,  which  are  our  moft  formidable,  and  in  effed 

only  dangerous  enemies. 

As  for  liberty,  the  pious  man  moft  entirely  and 
truly  doth  enjoy  that ;  he  alone  is  free  from  capti- 
vity to  that  cruel  tyrant  Satan,  from  the  miferablc 
flavery  to  fin,  from  the  grievous  dominion  of  luft 
and  paflion.     He  can  do  what  he  pleafeth,  having  a 
mind  to  do  only  what  is  good  and  fit.    The  Law  he 
Jim.  i.  25.  obferveth  is  worthily  called  the  perfeEl  law  of  liberty  y 
the  Lord  he  ferveth  pretendeth  only  to  command 
John  XV.    freemen  and  friends  :  Te  are  my  friends  ^  faid  he,  if  ye 
btVi"ivi!*^^  'whatever  J  command  you -y  and,  If  the  Son  fet  you 
u  iov  iuv'freey  then  are  ye  free  indeed. 

C^n,  Chry/,  e  Quid  cnim  jucundius,  quam  Dei  Patrb  ct  Domini  reconci* 
nd  Theod,  jjatio,  quam  veritatis  rcvclatio,  quam  crrorum  recognitio,  quam 
tot  retro  criminum  vcnia  ?  quae  major  voluptas,  quam  faftidium 
ipfius  voluptatis,  quam  fjcculi  totius  contemptus,  quam  vera  li- 
bertas,  quam  confcientia  integra,  quam  vita  fufficiens,  quam 
mortis  timor  nullus  ?  &c.  Tcrt.  de  SpeStac.  20. 

,  And 
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And  for  eafe,  it  is  he  only  that  knoweth  it ;  hav-  s  e  r  M. 
ing  his  mind  exempted  from  the  diftradion  of  care,      x. 

from  diforder  of  paffion,  from  anguifh  of  confcience, 

from  the  drudgeries  and  troubles  of  the  world,  from 
the  vexations  and  difquiets  which  fin  produceth.    He 
findeth  it  made  good  to  him,  which  our  Lord  invit- 
ing him  did  promife,  Come  unto  me^  all  ye  that  labour  Uzxu  xi. 
and  are  heavy  laden^  and  I  will  give  you  reft  :  he  feel-  if\^^{ 
eth  the  truth  of  thofe  divine  affertions.  Thou  wilt  ?f^  ctxii. 
keep  him  in  pafeEl  -peace ^  whofe  mind  is  ftayed  on  thee  \  ^^^* 
and.  Great  peace  have  they  which  love  thy  laWy  and 
nothing  Jhall  offend  thefn. 

As  for  knowledge,  the  pious  man  alone  doth  at- 
tain it  confiderably,  fo  as  to  become  truly  wife  and 
learned  to  purpofe.     Evil  men^  faith  the  Wife  Man  p«>v. 
himfelf,  who  knew  well,  underftmid  not  judgment  c  ^ar**^*"*  ^' 
tbey  that  feek  the  Lord  underftand  all  things.     It  is 
the  pious  man  that  employeth  his  mind  upon  the 
moft  proper  and  worthy  objefts,  that  knoweth  things 
which  certainly  beft  deferve  to  be  known,  that  hath 
his  foul  enriched  with  the  choiceft  notions  ;  he  fkill- 
eth  to  aim  at  the  beft  ends,  and  to  compafs  them  by 
the  fitteft  means ;  he  can  affign  to  each  thing  its 
due  worth  and  value  ;  he  can  profecute  things  by  the 
beft  methods,  and  order  his  affairs  in  the  beft  man- 
ner :  fo  that  he  is  fure  not  to  be  defeated  or  difap- 
pointed  in  his  endeavours,  nor  to  mif-fpend  his  care 
and  pains,  without  anfwerable  fruit.     He  hath  the 
beft  matter  to  inftrudt  him  in  his  ftudies,  and  the 
beft  rules  to  direct  him  in  his  proceedings  :  he  can- 
not be  miftaken,  feeing  in  his  judgment  and  choice 
of  things  he  confpireth  with  infallible  wifdom.  There- 
fore 0  fuVffiwv  axfwf  ^»Xc(ro(pfr,  the  pious  man  is  the  ^jr^wZ-Trifmeg. 
ftte  philofopher.     The  fear  of  the  Lord  that  is  wifdom^^f^  ''*'""• 
and  to  depart  from  ei)il  is  nnderftanding.     The  fear  ^Prov.ix.io. 
the  Lord  (as  is  faid  again  and  again  in  Scripture)  /Jpfai.  wi. 
the  head  (or  top)  of  wifdom,      A  good  underftanding  'o.  cxix 
have  all  tbey  that  keep  his  commandments. 


Farther  :  the  pious  man  is  enabled  and  difpofed 
R  3  (hath 


34-  ^9'  »04. 
130. 
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s  B  H  M.  (hath  the  pow«r  and  the  heart)  mod  to  benefit  and 
X.     oblige  others.  He  doth  it  by  his  fuccour  and  afEftance, 

by  his  inftrudkion  and  advice,  which  he  is  ever  ready  to 

yield  to  any  man  upon  fit  occafion  :  he  doth  it  by  the 
diredion  and  encouragement  of  his  good  example :  he 
doth  it  by  his  conftant  and  earneft  prayers  for  all 
men :  he  doth  it  by  drawing  down  bleffings  firom 
heaven  on  the  place  where  he  refideth.  He  is  upon 
all  accounts  the  mod  true,  the  moft  common  bc- 
nefiidtor  to  mankind  ;  all  his  neighbours,  his  coun- 
try, the  world  are  in  fome  way  or  other  obliged  to 
him :  at  leaft,  he  doth  all  the  good  he  can,  and  in 
wifh  doth  benefit  all  men. 

Thus  all  the  fruits  and  confequences  of  profit,  the 
which  engage  men  fo  eagerly  to  purfue  it,  do  in  the 
beft  kind-  and  higheft  degree  refult  from  piety,  and 
indeed  only  from  it.  All  the  pliilofophical  brava- 
does concerning  a  wife  man  being  only  rich,  only  ho- 
nourable, only  happy,  only  above  fortune,  are  veri- 
fied in  the  pious  man :  to  him  abne,  as  fuch,  with 
a  Cure  foundation,  without  vanity,  with  evident  rea- 
fon,  thofc  aphorifms  may  be  applied.  They  are  pa- 
radoxes and  fictions  abftrafting  from  religion,  or 
confidering  men  xnly  under  the  light  and  power  of 
nature  :  but  fuppofing  our  religion  true,  a  good 
Chriftian  fobcrly,  without  arrogance,  in  proportion 
and  according  to  the  meafure  of  his  piety,  may  af- 
fume  them  to  himfelf,  as  the  holy  ApoflJes  did  :  / 
pojfefs  all  things^  I  can  do  all  things^  he  may  in  a  fort 
fay  after  St.  Paul. 

s^n.Ep.iix.  As  for  all  other  profits-,  fecluding  it,  they  arc 
but  imaginary  and  counterfeit,  mere  fliadows  and  il- 
lufions,  yielding  only  painted  (hews  inftead  of  fub- 
llantial  fruit. 

If  from  bare  worldly  wealth  (that  which  ufurpeth 
the  name  of  profit  here)  a  man  feeketh  honour,  he  is 
deluded,  for  he  is  not  thereby  truly  honourable  j  be 
is  but  a  ftiining  earth-worm,  a  well-trapped  afs,  a 
gaudy  ftatue,  a  theatrical  grandee  :  with  God,  who 

judgeth 
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judgelh  Inoft  rightly,  he  is  mean  and  dcfpicable ;  no  s  e  r  m. 
intelligent  perfon  can  inwardly  refpeft  him.     Even     x. 

here,  m  this  world  of  fellaqr  and  dotage,  the  wifeft 

and  fobercft  men,  whofe  judgment  ufually  doth 
fway  that  of  others,  cannot  but  contemn  him,  as 
mafter  of  no  real  good,  nor  fit  for  any  good  purpofe ; 
as  feeing  that  in  the  end  he  will  prove  moft  beggarly 
and  wretched. 

If  a  man  afFe<5teth  power  thence,  he  is  grievoufly 
miftaken ;  for,  inffead  thereof,  he  proveth  exceed- 
ingly fceWe  and  impotent,  able  to  perform  nothing 
worthy  a  man,  fubjeft  to  fond  humours  and  paffions, 
fcrvant  to  divers  lufts  and  pleafures,  captivated  by  the 
Devil  at  his  pleajure^  overborne  by  temptation,  hur* 
ried  by  the  ftream  of  the  world,  and  liable  to  the 
ftrakes  oi  fortune. 

If  he  prc^undeth  to  himfelf  thence  the  enjoy- 
ment of  pleafure,  he  will  alfo  much  fail  therein  ;  for 
in  lieu  thereof  he  fliall  find  care  and  trouble,  furfeit- 
ing  and  difeafe,  wearifome  fatiety  and  bitter  regret ; 
bcmg  void  of  all  true  delight  in  his  mind,  and  fatif- 
faction  in  hi^  confcience  ;  nothing  here  being  able  to 
furnift  folid  and  liable  pleafure. 

If  he  fancieth  fafety,  he  deludeth  himfelf :  for  h6w 
can  he  be  fafe,  who  is  deftitute  of  God's  proteftion 
and  fuccour ;  who  is  the  objedt  of  divine  wrath  and 
vengeance ;  who  is  affailed  by  many  fierce  and  power- 
ful enemies ;  whom  the  roaring  lion  is  ready  to  de- 
vour; whom  death  vltiA  fudden  deJiruSion  are  com-iThcff.  t. 
ing  to  (tYLt  upon  ;  whom  guilt  threat qneth,  and  hellprov.  x.a9. 
gapeth  for;  who  without  any  guard  or  fence  ftand- 
ethexpofcd  tofuch  imminent,  fuch  horrid  and  ghaftly 
dangers  ? 

If  he  third  for  liberty,  he  will  be  fruftrated  :  for 
he  can  be  no  otherwife  than  a  flave,  while  he  con- 
timicth  impious ;  fervus  tot  dontinonwty  quot  vitiorum^  Auguft. 
a  Jlave  to  Jh  many  mafters  as  he  keepeth  vices :  a  flavePror.  xxv. 
to  himfelt  and  his  own  lufts ;  carrying  about  with  ^** 

R  4  him 
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s  E  R  M.Iiim  the  fetters  of  unfatiable  defire,  being  hampered 
X.      with  inconfiftent  and  irregular  afFedions. 

Eafe  he  cannot  obtain,  being  opprelTed  with  un* 

wieldy  burthens  of  fin,  of  care,  of  trouble ;  being 
toffed  with  reftlefs  agitations  of  luft  and  paffion  ;  be- 

ifa.ivii.  ao.  ing  like  the  troubled Jea^  which  cannot  rejly  whofe  waters 
caji  up  mire  and  dirt. 

If  he  meaneth  to  get  wifdom,  he  is  out :  for  wif- 
dom  and  impiety  are  incompatible  things.  All  his 
knowledge  is  vain,  all  his  fpeculations  are  no  better 
than  dreams,  feeing  he  erreth  in  the  main  point,  and 
is  not  wife  to  Jalvation. 

He  is,  in  fine,  extremely  miftaken,  and  in  all  his 
projeds  will  be  lamentably  difappointed,  whoever 
fancieth  any  true  profit  without  piety  :  he  never 
can  attain  to  be  fo  much  as  wealtliy  ^  but  drudge 
and  plod  what  he  can,  muft  be  a  beggar  and  a  for- 
lorn wretch.  For  how  can  he  be  any  wife  rich,  who 
doth  want  all  the  beft  things,  the  only  valuable 
things  in  the  world,  which  any  man  may  have, 
which  any  good  man  doth  poflefs  ?  How  can  he 
be  rich,  who  is  deflitute  of  the  mod  needful  ac- 
commodations of  life  \  who  conftantly  teedeth  on 
the  coarfeft  and  moft  fordid  fare,  (the  dufl  of 
pelf,  the  dung  of  fenfuality  -,)  who  hath  no  faith- 
ful or  conftant  friends,  (nothing  earthly  can  be 
fuch  \)  who  is  matter  of  nothing  but  dirt,  or  chaff, 
or  fmoke?  Whereas  alfo  riches  do  confift,  not  in 
ivhat  one  enjoyeth  at  prefent,  (for  that  can  be  little) 
but  in  a  prefumed  ability  to  enjoy  afterward  what  he 
may  come  to  need  or  defire ;  or  in  well-grounded 
hopes  that  he  fliall  never  fall  into  want  or  diftrefs. 
How  can  that  man  be  rich,  who  hath  not  any  confi- 
dence in  God,  anv  intereft  in  him,  any  reafon  to  ex- 
pect his  bleffingr  yea,  who  hath  much  ground  to 
fear  the  difpleafure  of  him,  in  whofe  hand  all  things 
are,  and  who  arbitrarily  difpofeth  of  all  ?  Piety 
therefore  is  the  only  profitable  thing,  according  to 
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juft  cfteem.     She  is  more  precious  than  rubies^  and  all  s  ek m. 
the  things  ive  can  defire  are  not  to  he  compared  to  her.       x. 
Upon  thb  account  it  is  moft  true,  what  the  Pfalmift  — 
aflirmeth,  A  little  that  the  righteous  hatb  is  better  //^/?«  P':^^- "'•  »5- 
great  riches  of  the  ungodly.  u. 

IV.  That  commendation  is  not  to  be  omitted, 
which  is  neareft  at  liand,  and  fuggefled  by  St.  Paul 
himlelf,  to  back  this  affertion  concerning  the  univer- 
fal  profitablenefs  of  piety;  For^  faith  he,  />  hath  the 
pfomife  of  the  life  that  now  iSj  and  of  that  which  is  to 
come :  that  is,  God  hath  promifed  to  reward  it  with 
bleflings  appertaining. to  this  mortal  life,  and  with 
thofe  which  concern  the  future  eternal  ftate. 

As  for  the  bleflings  of  this  life,  although  God  hath 
not  promifed  to  load  the  godly  man  with  affluence 
of  worldly  things,  not  to  put  him  into  a  fplendid 
and  pompous  garb,  not  to  difpenfe  to  him  that 
which  may  ferve  for  pampering  the  flefli,  or  gratify- 
ing wanton  fancy,  not  to  exempt  him  from  all  the 
inconveniences  to  which  human  nature  and  this 
worldly  ftate  are  fubjeft ;  yet  hath  he  promifed  to 
furnilh  him  with  whatever  is  needful  or  convenient 
for  him,  in  due  meafure  and  feafon,  the  which  he 
doth  beft  underftand.  There  is  no  good  thing,  which 
a  man  naturally  defire th,  or  reafonably  can  wifli  for, 
which  is  not  in  exprefs  terms  propofed  as  a  reward, 
or  a  rcfult  of  piety. 

In  general,  it  is  declared,  that  BleJJings  are  upon  the Proy.x.  6. 
head  of  the  jtifl ;  that.  No  good  thing  God  will  '^iih-^^\  ^ 
hold  from  them  that  wafk  uprightly^  that,  whatever  xxx.  9.  * 
otherwife  doth  fall  out,  it  affureddyfball  be  well  with\\^'''^'^'''' 
them  that  fear  God;  that,  Blejfed  is  every  one  that  fear- i£^c\ti.  ^Wu 
eth  the  Lordy  that  walketh  in  his  ways  : — happy  fhalt  \^^  4,1  ,0^ 
thou  bey  andit  fhall  be  well  with  thee  \  that^  There  fhallv^,  cxxviii. 
no  evil  happen  to  the  jufi  j  that.  All  things  work  toge-'^^^^^  ^^xu 
therfor  good  to  them  that  love  God.  35) 

Particularly,  there  are  promifed  to  the  pious  man,^'!^"^**"' 

A  fupply  of  all  wants.     The  Lord  will  not  fuffer  ihe^o^*  viii. 
foul  of  the  righteous  to  famifh.     The  righteous  eateih  /opryy.  x.  5. 

the 
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s  E  It  M.  the  fatisfymg  of  his  foul.     There  is  ho  want  to  them  that 
X.     fear  God.     The  young  lions  do  lack,  and  fuffer  hunger ; 

but  they  thatfeek  the  Lordfhall  not  want  a^ty  good  thing. 

froT.  xiii.  A  proteftion  in  all  dangers.  The  eye  of  the  Lord 
Pf.'xxxiv.  is  upon  them  that  fear  him,  upon  them  that  hope  in  his 
9>  'f?:  ^g  me^'cy ;  to  deliver  their  foul  from  deaths  and  to  hep 
19.  xxxvii*.  them  alive  in  famine.  There  fhall  no  evil  befal  thee, 
i«fv  20  ^^^i^her  fhall  any  plague  come  nigh  thy  dwelting  :  Hejhall 
cxii.  7.      give  his  angels  charge  over  thee^  to  keep  thee  in  all  thy 

xxxvii.  28. 

XCl.  10,  II.  *'^**J''*  ... 

Guidance  in  all  his  undertakings  and  proceedings. 
K.  xxxvii.  q'be  Jieps  of  a  good  man  are  ordered  ky  the  Lord-^ — • 

prov.'iii.  (.none  of  his  fleps  fhall  flide. In  all  thy  ways  acknow- 

(Prov.  xi.   ledge  him,  and  he  fhall  direSl  thy  paths. 

v(^'xxxv\u      Succefs  and  profperity  in  his  defigns.     Commit  thy 

5.  i.  3.      f^g^ay  unto  the  Lord ;  tnifi  alfo  in  him^  and  he  fhall  bring 

28.  **"*    it  to  pafs, Whatfoever  he  doeth,  it  fhall  proffer. ^^-^^ 

xx'^^H  8  "^^oufhalt  decree  a  thing,  and  it  fhall  be  efablifhed\  and 
12^**  '  the  light  fhall  fhine  upon  thy  ways.  The  Lord  fhall  com- 
mand a  blefftng  upon  thee  in  thy  ftore-houfes,  and  in  all 
Prov.  xriiuthat  thou  fettcfl  thine  hand  unto.  Thine  expeSat  ions  fhall 
*^-  not  be  cut  off. 

Comfortable  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  indufby. 

Pf.  cxxvui. Thoufhalt  eat  the  labour  of  thine  hands. 

Prov.  X.24.     Satisfaction  of  all  reafonable  defires.     The  defhre  of 

pf.  xxxvii.  ^y^  righteous  fhall  be  granted.     Delight  thyfelf  in  the 

Lord^  and  he  fhall  give  thee  the  defires  of  thine  heart. 

Pf^cxiv.  ,9.^^  will  fulfil  the  defire  of  them  that  fear  him  :  he  mil 

hear  their  cry^  and  willfave  them. 

Firm  peace  and  quiet.  The  work  of  rlghteoufnefs 
fhall  he  peace ;  and  the  effeR  of  rlghteoufnefs,  quietnefs 
Pfai.  cxix.  ^j^  affurancefm'  ever.  Great  peace  have  they  which  love 
James  iii.  thy  law.  The  fruit  of  right eoufnefs  is  fowed  in  peace. 
Hal.  xcvii.  J^y  ^^^  alacrity.  Light  is  fown  for  the  righteous^ 
11.  and  gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart.     In  the  tranfgref- 

Prov.  ^^^^'j^Qj^  qJt  ^y^  ^,11  ^^jj^  fj^^g  £y  ^  yj/tfTtf  :  but  the  righteous 

dothfing  and  rejoice. 
pf.cxivii.3.     Support  and  comfort  in  afflidions.     He  heakth 
xxxi.  24-    /^^  broken  in  hearty  and  bindeth  %p  their  wounds.     Be 
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of  good  courage  y  and  he  fhdl  ftrengthen  ywr  hearty  all  ye^JUfLyi. 
that  hope  in  the  Lord.  x. 

Deliverance  from  trouble.    Many  are  the  affliSions  — — 
of  the  righteous y  but  the  Lord  deliveretb  him  out  of  them  ^^'  **^*'' 
alL     He  keepiib  all  his  bones  ^  not  one  of  them  is  broken,  pr.xxxiv. 

Prefervation  and  recovery  from  milhaps,  or  mif-  '5>.  ^c, 
carriages.     Though  he  fall^  he  fhall  not  be  utterly  cqflvi.  xxxvu. 
down  :  for  the  Lord  upholdeth  him  zvith  his  hand.  **^* 

Preferment  of  all  forts,  to  honour  and  dignity,  to 
wealth  and  profperity.    IVait  upon  the  Lord^  and  keep^-  ***^"- 
his  way ;   iMd  he  fhall  exalt  thee  to  inherit  the  land,  Prov.  xxii. 
By  bumiliiy  ^tnd  fear  of  the  Lord  aie  riches  mid  honour.^ 

Blejfed  is  the  man  that  fear eth  the  Lord wealth  and\['  ""* '' 

riches  are  in  his  houfe.     The  upright  fhall  have  goodP^ov 
thhigs  in  pojfeffion.     If  they  obey  and  ferve  him^  theyl^Q^^^^^^^^ 
Jball  fpend  their  days  in  profperity y  and  their  years  in'J') 
pleafure.     The  tabernacle  of  the  righteous  fhall flowrtfb.    \t  ***"* 

Long  life.     The  fear  of  the  Lord  prolongeth  dcrfs.^^^-^^- 
By  me  thy  days  fhall  be  multipliedy  and  the  years  of  thyvi^\\x\u 
Ufe  fhall  be  increafed.     Let  thine  heart  keep  my  rcww-^^^^jj- 
mmdments :  For  length  of  d(tfSy  and  lon^  life^  and  peace  ' 
Jhall  they  add  unto  thee. 

A  good  name  enduring  after  death.  The  memory^rov.  %.  % 
ofthejujlisblefed.  *^- 

Bleffings  entailed  on  pofterity.  His  feed  Jball  ^^Pf.xxrviL 
mighty  upon  earth  ;  the  generatiofi  of  the  upright  y^^ExS' x^ 
be  biejfed.    The  root  of  the  righteous  fhall  not  be  moved,  y) 

Thus  is  a  liberal  difpcnl'ation  even  of  temporal  '*^^***  ^ 
goods  annexed  by  God's  infallible  word  unto  the 
pnufUce  of  piety.     It  is  indeed  more  frequently, 
abundantly^  and  explicitly  promifed  unto  God's  an-Pro^x^3»- 
cient  people,  as  being  a  conditional  ingredient  of  thcxxvaL  t. 
covenant  made  with  them,  exhibited  in  that  as  i^  re-^-  "•  »»• 
compenfe  of  their  external  performance  of  religious*^' 
works  prefcribed  in  their  Law.     The  Gofpel  doth 
not  fo  clearly  propound  it,  or  fo  much  infill  upon  it» 
as  not  principally  belonging  to  the  evangelical  cove- 
nant, the  which,  in  reward  to  the  performance  of  its 
conditions  by  us,  peculiarly  doth  offer  bleffings  fpi^ 

ritual, 
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s  E  R  M.  ritual,  and  relating  to  the  future  ftate ;  as  alfo  fcarce 
X.      deferving  to  be  mentioqed  in  comparifon  to  thofc 

fupcrior  bleflings.     Yet  as  the  celeftiai  benefits,  al- 

2  Cor.  4.  though  not  openly  tendered  in  the  Jewifh  Law,  were 
Rom.  viii.  yet  myftically  couched  therein,  and  clofely  defigned 
^^-  for  the  fpiritual  and  hearty  praftifers  of  religion  ;  fo 

is  the  collation  of  temporal  accommodations  to  be 
underftood  to  belong  to  all  pious  Chriftians :  there 
is  a  codicil^  as  it  were,  annexed  to  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  in  which  God  fignifieth  his  intention  to  fur- 
nifli  his  children  with  all  that  is  needful  or  conve- 
nient for  them.     His  providence  hath  not  ceafed  to 
watch  over  us,  his  bounty  doth  not  fail  toward  us 
even  in  this  refpeft  ;  his  care  will  not  be  wanting  to 
feed  us  and  clothe  us  comfortably,  to  proteft   us 
from  evil,  to  profper  our  good  undertakings.   Hence 
1  Pet.  V.  7.  doth  he  command  us  to  care  for  nothing,  but  to  caji 
Hcb.xUi^5.^^  r^r^  upon  him  J  to  recommend  our  bujinefs  to  him^  be- 
Matt.  vi.    caufe  he  careth  for  us  ;  he  will  never  forfake  us ;  he 
^^'  wiil  hear  our  prayers,  and  help  us.     Hence  we  are 

X  Tim.  vi.  enjoined  not  to  trtijl  in  uncertain  riches^  but  in  the  living 
God^  who giveth  us  richly  all  things  to  enjoy.  Hence  it  is 
i.Pct.  i.  3.  f^id^  that,  The  divine  power  hath  given  us  all  things  per- 
taining unto  life  and  ^odlinefs^  through  the  knowledge  of 
him  that  hath  called  us  to  glory  and  virtue.    Hence  it  is 
Matt.  vi.    promifed  by  our  Lord,  that.  If  wefeek  firji  the  king- 
^^'  dom  of  God  J  all  things  Jbnll  be  added  to  us.    Hence  it  is. 

inferred,  as  confequential  to  the  nature  of  the  evange- 
lical difpenfation,  that  we  cannot  want  any  good 
Rom.  viii.  thing;  He,  faith  St.  Paul,  that /pared  not  his  own  Sof:, 
but  delivered  him  up  for  us  ally  how  /hall  he  not  with 
him  al/o  freely  give  us  all  thuigs  f  In  fine,  hence  it  is 
propoled  as  notorious,  that  nothing  is  permitted  to 
fall  out  otherwife  than  as  conduceth  to  our  good. 
Rom.  viii.   If/'c  knoWy  faith  St.  Paul,  that  all  things  work  together 
for  good  unto  tho/e  that  love  God :  nor  will  Gody  in  any 
iCor.x.  13.  cafe,  /ufer  us  to  be  tempted^  by  any  want  or  preflure, 
beyond  what  we  are  able  to  bear.     Thus  is  piety  evi- 
dently profitable,  as  having  the  promi/es  of  this  lifey  or 

ex- 
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exhibiting  all  temporal  bleffings  defirable  to  theprac-  s  e  r  m. 
tifers  thereof.  x. 

But  infinitely  more  profitable  it  is,  as  having  the 
promifes  of  the  future  life^  or  as  procuring  a  title  to  thofe 
incomparably  more  excellent  bleffings  of  the  other 
world  ;  thofe  indefeElible  treafureSj  that  incon'uptible^  Luke  xH. 
unJefiledi  and  never -fa  ding  inheritance^  referved  in  hea'\^^^  -^ 
ven  for  us  ;  that  exceeding  weight  of  glory ;  thofe  in- » Cor.  iv. 
ef able  joys  of  paradife^  that  lightfome  countenance  J  pe^.n, 
and  beatifying  prefence  of  God ;  that  unconceivably»v.  13- 
and  uncxpreffibly  joyful,  glorious,  perfed,  and  endlefs 
blifs ;  briefly,  all  that  is  comprifed  and  intimated  in 
thofe  words  of  the  Apoftle;  Eye  hath  not  feen^  ;/oriCor.  n.  »• 
ear  beard^  neither  have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  the 
things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him. 
Infinitely  pr§fitable  furely  muft  that  be,  which  pro- 
cureth  thofe  things  for  us :   and  in  thefe  refpefts 
great  reafon  had  St,  Paul  to  fay,  that  Godlinefs  is  pro- 
fitable for  all  things. 

But  farther  to  evidence  and  recommend  this  point, 
I  might  propound  certain  peculiar  advantages  ariling 
from  piety,  which  have  a  very  general  influence  upon 
our  lives,  and  do  afford  unto  them  exceeding  bene- 
fit :  but  this  I  mufl,  in  regard  to  the  time  and  your 
patience,  at  prefent  forbear. 


SERMON 
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SERMON    XI. 

The  Profitableneis  of  Godlineis. 


I  Tim.  iv.  8. 

■     But  Godlinefs  is  profitable  for  all  things. 

IN  difcourfin^  formerly  upon  thefe  words,  I  did  s  e  r  M» 
propound  divers  general  confiderations^  ferving     xi, 
to  confirm  and  recommend  this  aflertion  of  St.  Paul.  — — 
I  (hall  now  infill  upon  fome  others  more  particular, 
which  yet  feem  much  conducible  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe,  declaring  the  vaft  utility  of  religion  or  piety. 

I.  We  may  confider,  that  religion  doth  prefcribc 
the  trueft  and  beft  rules  of  aftion;  thence  enlighten- 
ing our  mind,  and  redlifying  our  practice  in  all  mat- 
ters, and  upon  all  occafions,  fo  that  whatever  is  per* 
formed  according  to  it  is  done  well  and  wifely,  with 
a  comely  grace  m  re^d  to  others,  with  a  cheerful 
fatisfadtion  in  our  own  mind,  with  the  beft  aflur- 
ance,  that  things  are  here  capable  of,  to  find  happy 
i'uccefs  and  beneficial  fiiiit. 

Of  all  things  in  the  world  there  is  nothing  more 
generally  profitable  than  light :  by  it  we  converfe 
with  the  world,  and  have  all  thin^  fet  before  us ;  by 
it  we  truly  and  eafily  difcern  things  in  their  right 
magnitude,  (hape,  and  colour  i  by  it  we  guide  o\xt 
fteps  fafely  in  profecution  of  what  is  good,  and 

ihunning 
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s  E  R  M.fliunnmg  wJiat is. noxious^  by  k  oucfpirits  are  com- 

XI.     fortably  warmed  and  cheered,  our  life  confequently, 

>  our  health,  our  vigour,  and  aftivity  are  prefcrved. 

The  like  benefits  doth  religion,  which  is  the  light  of 

Jr"Jj<^»^''-8our  foul,  yield  to  it.     Pious  men  are  children  of  the 

I  Thefl;  r.  light ;  pious  works  are  works  of  Yx^tJJiining  before  men. 

j'h  x"     ^^^'^  lVord{ox  true  religion)  is  a  lamp  unto  our  feet  ^  and 

3/;.       *    a  light  unto  our  path  ;  enabling  us  to  perceive  things, 

EhV*!f'^"^  judge  rightly  of  them;    teaching  us  to  walk 

Fiai.'ciii.'ftraightly  and  furely,  without  erring  or  ftumbling ; 

*'^^*         qualifying  us  to  embrace  what  is  uleful,  and  to  avoid 

hurtful  things ;  preferving  our  fpiritual  life,  and  dif- 

pofingus  to  aft  well  with  a  vigorous  alacrity:  without 

If.  lix.  10.  it  a  man  is  ftark  blind,  and  utterly  benighted,  gropetb 

DcutJ  ^^'  i"  doubt,  wandereth  in  miftake,  trippeth  upon  all 

xxviii.  2>.  occafions,  and  often  falleth  into  mifchief.     The  path 

,g,  1*9.*'    of  the  juft^  faith  the  Wife  Man,  is  as  the  fhining  light. 

The  way  of  the  wicked  is  as  darknefsy  they  know  not  at 

FroT.  xiit.   what  they  fumble.     Right  eoufnefs  keepeth  him  that  is 

*  ^-  <>•  ^-  upright  in  the  way ;   but  wickednefs  overthrowetb  the 

finner. 

Again  :  it  is  a  fair  ornament  of  a  man,  and  a  grand 
convenience  both   to  himfelf  and  to  others,  with 
whom  he  converfeth  or  dealeth,   to  aft  regularly, 
uniformly,   and  confidently  \    freeing  a  man's   felf 
from  diflraftion  and  irrefolution  in  his  mind,  from 
change  and  confufion  in  his  proceedings ;  fecuring 
others  from  delufion  and  difappointment  in    their 
Iranfaftions  with  him.    »  Even  a  bad  rule  conftantly 
obferv-ed  is  therefore  better  than  none  :  order  and 
perfeverance  in  any  way  feemeth  more  convenient 
than  roving  and  toiling  about  in  uncertainties.   But, 
fecluding  a  regard  to  the  precepts'  of  religion,  there 
can  hardly  be  any  fure  or  fettled  rule,  which  firmly 
can  engage  a  man  to,  or  effeftually  reflrain  a  man 
from  any  thing. 

*  Via  cunti  aliquid  cxtrcmum  eft  j  error  immcnfus  eft.     S/^. 

Tlierc 
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Thefe  is  fcarce  in  nature  any  thing  fo  wild,  fo  un-s  B  R  m^ 
traftable,  fo  unintelligible,  as  a  man  who  hath  no     xiV 
bridle  of  confcience  to  guide  or  check  him.     A  pro-  > 

fane  man  is  like  a  fhip,  without  anchor  to  ftay  him, 
or  rudder  to  fteer  him,  or  compafs  to  guide  him  ; 
fo  that  he  is  tofled  with  any  wind,  and  driven  with 
any  wave,  none  knoweth  whither;  whither  bodily 
temper  doth  fway  him,  or  paflion  doth  hurry  him, 
or  intereft  doth  pull  him,  or  example  leadeth  him, 
or  company  inveigleth  and  haleth  him,  or  humour 
tranfporteth  him  ^  whither  any  fuch  variable  and 
unaccountable  caufes  determine  him,  or  divers  of 
them  together  diftraft  him  ;  whence  he  fo  rambleth 
and  hovereth,  that  he  can  feldom  himfelf  tell  what 
in  any  cafe  he  fhould  do,  nor  can  another  guefs  it ; 
fo  that  you  cannot  at  any  time  know  where  Nto  find 
him,  or  how  to  deal  with  him  :  you  cannot  with 
reafon  ever  rely  upon  him,  fo  unjiable  is  he  in  all  his 
ways  ^.  He  is  in  efFe<5l  a  mere  child,  all  humour 
and  giddinefs,  fomewhat  worfe  than  a  beafl,  which, 
following  the  inftinft  of  its  nature,  is  conftant  and 
regular,  and  thence  tradable  ;  or  at  leaft  fo  untradta- 
ble,  that  no  man  will  be  deceived  in  meddling  with 
him.  Nothing  therefore  can  be  more  unmanly  than 
fuch  a  perfon,  nothing  can  be  more  unpleafant  than 
to  have  to  do  wtth  him. 

But  a  pious  man,  being  fleadily  governed  by  con- 
fcience, and  a  regard  to  certain  principles,  doth  both 
underftand  himfelf  and  is  intelligible  to  others  :  he 
prefently  defcrieth  what  in  any  cafe  he  is  to  do,  and 
can  render  an  account  of  his  a<5ling :  you  may  know 
him  clearly,  and  afluredly  tell  what  he  will  do,  and 
may  therefore  fully  confide  in  him  °. 

What  therefore  law  and  government  are  to  the 

^  Nihil  cil  tarn  occupatum,  tarn  multiforme,  tot  ac  tarn  variis 

affe£Ubusconcifum  atque  laceratum,quam  mala  mens,  ^int.'sxx.  x. 

^   OJ   'vTrmxiTi   lai/TOK  o/^ojotfo"*  na%   aAX^Xotj,  irJ  rZv  avToJt  ornc,  u^ 

Arijl.  Eth.\x.6. 
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^  )b  R  M.pubHc,  thipgs  neceflary  to  preferve  the  world  in 
xj*  *  9rder,  peace,  and  fafety,  (that  men  may  know  what 

n=T— rtQ  do»  and  diflinguifh  what  is  their  own^)  that  i$ 
piety  to  each  man's  private  ftate,  an4  to  ordinary 
cpnverfation  :  it  freeth  a  man's  own  life  from  dif- 
order  and  diftradion ;  it  prompteth  n^en  how  to  be- 
have themfelvcs  toward  one  another  with  fecurity 
and  confidence. 

This  it  doth  by  confining  our  praftice  within  fet- 
tled bounds :  but  this  advantage  appeareth  greater, 
confidering  that  the  rules  which  it  prefcribeth  are 
the  beft  that  can  be.  Such  they  muft  needs  be,  a^ 
proceeding  from  infallible  wifdom  and  immenfe  good- 
nefs  ;  beiqg  indeed  no  other  than  laws,  which  the 
all-wife  ai^d  moft  gracious  Lord ,  and  Maker  of  the 
world,  out  of  tender  kindnefe  to  his  fubjeds  and  crea- 
tures, with  efpecial  regard  to  our  welfare,  hath  beeij 
pleafed  to  enadt  and  declare.  What  of  old  he  faid 
to  the  Ifraelites  concerning  their  laws,  may  with 
greater  advantage  be  applied  tb  thofe,  which  (hould 

Deut.  X,     regulate  our  lives :  And  now,  Ifraely  what  doth  the 

'*'  *3-  j^Qj^j^  fhy  Qgj  require  of  tbee^  hut  to  fear  the  Lord  thy 
Gody  to  walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  to  love  bim^  and  to 
f/erve  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  hearty  and  with  alt 
thy  foul 'j  to  keep  the  commandments  of  the  Lordy  and  his 
jlatuteSy  which  I  command  thee  this  day  for  thy  good  ? 
(For  thy  good  j  that  was  the  defign  of  their  being 
commanded;  thereto  the  obfervance  of  them  did 
tend.)  And  that  commendation,  which  by  the  Le- 
vites  m  Nehemiah  is  given  to  that,  doth  more  clearly 
and  fully  agree  to  the  Chriftian  (general  and  perfed) 

Neii.ix.  u.inftitution  :  Thou  cameft  down  from  mount  Sinai^  and 
fpakefl  with  them  from  heaven,  and  gavefl  them  right 
judgments  J  and  true  laws,  good  flatutes  and  command* 

Rom.  vii.  mpnts.  And,  The  laWy  faith  the  Apoftle  Paul,  is  boly^ 
the  commandment  is  holy^  jufly  and  good:  as  fuch  it  is 
recommended  to  us  by  its  Author,  fo  we  Chriftians 
are  by  many  great  arguments  affured  that  it  is,  and 
that  it  is  fuch  even  our  natural  reafon  diftateth  j  fo 

(as 
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(as  to  the  chief  inftances  thereof)  the  moft  wife  and  s  e  r  m. 
Ibber  men  always  have  acknowledged,  fo  the  general  xi. 
confent  doth  avow,  and  fo  even  common  experience  ^ 
doth  atteft.  For,  heartily  to  love  and  reverence  the 
Maker  of  all  things,  who  by  every  thing  apparent 
before  us  demonftrateth  himfelf  incomprehenfibly 
powerful,  wife,  and  good,  to  be  kind  and  charitable 
to  our  neighbours,  to  be  juft  and  faithful  in  our 
dealings,  to  be  fober  and  modeft  in  our  minds,  to  be 
meek  and  gentle  in  our  demeanours,  to  be  ftaunch  and 
temperate  in  our  enjoyments,  and  the  like  principal 
rules  of  duty,  are  fuch,  that  the  common  reafon  of 
men  and  continual  experience  do  approve  them  as 
hugely  conducible  to  the  public  good  of  men,  and 
to  each  man's  private  welfare.  So  notorioufly  be- 
neficial they  appear,  that  for  the  juftification  of  them 
we  might  appeal  even  to  the  judgment  and  con- 
fcience  of  thofe  perfons,  who  are  moft  concerned  to 
derogate  from  them.  For  hardly  can  any  man  be  fo 
fcnfelefs,  or  fo  lewd,  as  ferioufly  to  difapprove  or 
condemn  them,  as  inwardly  to  blame  or  flight  thofe 
who  truly  aft  according  to  them.  The  will  of  men 
fbmetimes  may  be  fo  depraved,  that  diflblute  perfons 
wantonly  and  heedlefsly  may  fcofF  at  and  feem  to 
difparage  goodnefs ;  that  good  men  by  very  bad 
men  for  doing  well  may  be  envied  and  hated : 
(their  being  fo  treated  is  commonly  an  argument  of 
the  goodnefs  of  their  perfons  and  of  their  ways  :) 
but  the  underflanding  of  men  can  hardly  be  fo  cor- 
rupted, that  piety,  charity,  juflice,  temperance, 
meeknefs,  can  in  good  earneft  confiderately  by  any 
man  be  difallowed,  or  that  perfons  apparently  prac- 
tifing  them  can  be  defpifed  ;  but  rather,  in  fpite  of 
all  contrary  prejudice  and  difaffedtions,  fuch  things 
and  fuch  perfons  cannot  but  in  judgment  and  heart 
be  efteemed  by  all  men.  The  luftre  of  them  by  a 
natural  and  necefTary  efficacy  (like  that  of  heaven's 
glorious  light)  dazzleth  the  fight  and  charmeth  the 
fpirits  of  aU  men  living  j  the  beauty  of  them  irrefift- 

s  2  ibly 
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s  E  R  M.ibly  conquereth  and  commandeth  in  the  apprehen- 
XI.     fions  of  men  :  the  more  they  are  obferved,  the  more 

■  ufeful  and  needful  they  appear  for  the  good  of  men  ; 

all  the  fruits  which  grow  from  the  obfervance  of 
them  being  to  all  men's  tafte  very  pleafant,  to  all 
men's  experience  very  wholefome.  Indeed,  all  the 
good,  whereby  common  life  is  adorned,  is  fweetened, 
is  rendered  pleafaht  and  defirable,  doth  fpring  thence; 
all  the  mifchiefs,  which  infeft  particular  men,  and 
which  difturb  the  world,  palpably  do  arife  from  the 
tranfgreffion  or  negleft  thereof. 

If  we  look  on  a  perfon  flicking  to  thofe  rules,  we 
fhall  perceive  him  to  have  a  cheerful  mind  and  com- 
pofed  paflions,  to  be  at  peace  within,  and  fatisfied 
with  himfelf ;  to  live  in  comely  order,  in  good  re- 
pute, in  fair  corrcfpondcnce,  and  firm  concord  with 
his  neighbours.  If  we  mark  what  preferveth  the 
body  found  and  lufty,  what  keepeth  the  mind  vigor- 
ous and  brifk,  what  faveth  and  improveth  the  eftate, 
what  upholdeth  the  good  name,  what  guardeth  and 
graceth  a  man's  whole  life  ;  it  is  nothing  elfe  but 
proceeding  in  our  demeanour  and  dealings  according 
to  the  honeft  and  wile  rules  of  piety.  If  we  view 
a  place  where  thefe  commonly  in  good  meafure  are 
obferved,  we  (hall  difcern,  that  peace  and  profperity 
do  flourilh  there ;  that  all  things  proceed  on  fweetly 
and  fairly;  that  men  generally  drive 'on  converfa- 
tion  and  commerce  together  contentedly,  delight- 
fully, advantageoufly,  yielding  friendly  advice  and 
aid,  mutually  ftriving  to  render  one  another  happy ; 
that  few  clamours  or  complaints  are  heard  there,  few 
contentions  or  ftirs  do  appear,  few  difafters  or  tra- 
gedies do  occur ;  that  fuch  a  place  hath  indeed 
much  of  the  face,  much  of  the  fubftance  of  Para- 
dife. 

But  if  you  mind  a  perfon  who  neglefteth  them, 
you  will  find  his  mind  galled  with  fore  remorfc,  racked 
with  anxious  fears  and  doubts,  agitated  with  ftonns 
of  paflion  and  luft,  living  in  diforder  and  difgracc, 

janing 
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jarriog-with  others,  and  no  lefs  diflatisfied  with  him-  s  e  r  m* 
fe]f.  If  you  obferve  what  doth  impair  the  health,  xi. 
doth  weaken  and  fret  the  mind,  doth  wafte  the  ■ 
cftate,  doth  blemiih  the  reputation,  doth  expofc  the 
whole  life  to  danger  and  trouble ;  what  is  it  but 
thwarting  thefe  good  rules  ?  If  you  confider  a  place 
where  thefe  are  much  neglefted,  it  will  appear  like  a 
wildernefs  of  favage  beads,  or  a  ftye  of  foul  fwine,  or 
a  hell  of  curfed  fiends;  full  of  roaring  and  tearing,  of 
factions  and  feuds,  of  diftractions  and  confufions,  of 
pitiful  objefts,  of  doleful  moans,  of  tragical  events. 
Men  are  there  wallowing  in  filth,  wildly  revelling, 
bickering  and  fquabbling,  defaming,  circumventing, 
difturbing  and  vexing  one  another ;  as  if  they  af- 
fe(fled  nothing  more  than  to  render  one  another  as 
miferable  as  they  can.  It  is  from  luft  and  luxury, 
from  ambition  and  avarice,  from  envy  and  fpite,  and 
the  like  difpofitions,  which  religion  chiefly  doth  in- 
terdi(fl,  that  all  fuch  horrid  mifchiefs  do  fpring. 

In  fine,  the  precepts  of  religion  are  no  other  than 
fuch  as  phyficians  would  prefcribe  for  the  health  of 
our  bodies,  as  politicians  would  avow  needful  for  the 
f>eace  of  the  ftate,  as  Epicurean  philofophers  do  re- 
commend for  the  tranquillity  of  our  mind,  and  plea- 
fure  of  our  lives  ;  fuch  as  common  realbn  didtateth, 
and  daily  trial  Iheweth  conducible  to  our  welfare  in 
all  refpedls  :  which  confequently,  were  there  no  law 
exaifVing  them  of  us,  we  fliould  in  vvifdonr  choofe  to 
obferve,  and  voluntarily  impofe  on  ourfelves,  confelf- 
ing  them  to  be  fit  matters  of  law,  as  moft  advan- 
tageous and  requifite  to  the  good,  general  and  par- 
ticular,, of  mankind.  So  that  what  Plutarch  re- 
porteth  Solon  to  have  faid,  that  he  had  Jo  Jquaredv\M\Axi'^o\, 
his  laws  to  the  citizens^  that  all  of  them  might  clearly  per- 
ceive y  that  to  obferve  them  was  more  for  their  benefit  and 
interefly  than  to  violate  them^  is  far  more  true  concern- 
ing the  divine  laws 

II.  We  may  confider  more  particularly,  that  piety 
s  3  yieidctli 
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s  E  R  M.yieldcth  to  the  praftifer  all  kind  of  interior  content, 
XI.     peace,  and  joy  ;  freeth  him  from  all  kinds  of  difla- 

tisfaftion,  regret,  and  difauiet;  which  is  an  inefti- 

mably  great  advantage  :  tor  certainly  the  happinefs 
and  milery  of  men  are  wholly  or  chiefly  feated  and 
founded  in  the  mind.  If  that  is  in  a  good  ftate  of 
health,  reft,  and  cheerfulnefs,  whatever  the  perfon's 
outward  condition  or  circumflanccs  be,  he  cannot  be 
wretched ;  if  that  be  diftempered,  or  difturbed,  he 
cannot  be  happy.  For  what  if  a  man  feem  very 
poor ;  if  he  be  abundantly  fatisfied  in  his  own  pof- 
ieflions  and  enjoyments  ?  What  if  he  tafteth  not  the 
pleafures  of  fenfe  j  if  he  enjoyeth  purer  and  fweeter 
delights  of  mind  ?  What  if  tempefts  of  fortune  fur- 
round  him  ;  if  his  mind  be  calm  and  ferene  ?  What 
if  he  have  few  or  no  friends  j  if  he  yet  be  throughly 
in  peace  and  amity  with  himfelf,  and  can  delightmlly 
converfe  with  his  own  thoughts  ?  What  if  men 
flight,  cenfure,  or  revile  him ;  if  he  doth  value  his 
own  ftate,  doth  approve  his  own  aftions,  doth  acquit 
himfelf  of  blame  in  his  own  confciencef  Such  exter- 
nal contingencies  can  furely  no  more  prejudice  a 
man's  real  happinefs,  than  winds  bluftering  abroad 
can  harm  or  trouble  him  that  abideth  in  a  good 
room  within  doors,  than  ftorms  and  fluftuations  at 
fea  can  moleft  him  who  ftandcth  firm  upon  the 
fhore.  On  the  other  hand,  the  greateft  affluence  of 
feeming  goods  will  avail  nothing,  if  real  content  of 
mind  be  wanting.  For  what  will  the  higheft  emi- 
nence of  outward  ftate  import  to  him  that  is  deje&cd 
in  his  own  conceit?  What  if  the  world  court  and 

Proy.        blefs  him,  or  if  all  people  do  admire  and  applaud 

*'"'■  ^'  him  ;  if  he  be  difpleafed  with,  if  he  condemneth,  if 
he  defpifeth  himfelf?  What  if  the  weather  look  fair 
and  bright  without,  if  ftorms  rage  in  his  brcaft,  if 
black  clouds  do  overcaft  his  foul  ?  What  if  he  do 
abound  with  friends,  and  enjoy  peace  abroad  ;  if  he 
find  diftraction  at  home,  and  is  at  cruel  variance 

with 
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with  himfelf?   How  can  a  mail  enjoy  any  fatisfac- s  e  r  M. 
tion.  Of  relifh  any  plcafure,  while  fore  remorfe  doth     xi. 
fling  him,  or  folieitous  doubts  and  fears  do  rack  him  ^  ?  » 

Now  that  from  the  praftice  of  religion,  and  from 
it  alone,  fuch  inward  content  and  pleafure  do  fpring; 
that  it  only  miniftereth  reafon  of  content,  and  dif- 
pofeth  the  mind  to  enjoy  it ;  that  it  extirpateth  the 
grounds  and  roots  of  difcontcnt ;  that  it  is  the  only 
mother  of  true,  fober  alacrity  and  tranquillity  of 
mind,  will,  upon  confidering  things,  be  manifeft. 

There  is  no  other  thing  here  in  this  world,  that 
can  yield  any  folid  or  ftable  content  to  our  mind. 
For  all  prefent  enjoyments  are  tranfient  and  evanid  ; 
and  of  any  future  thing,  in  this  kingdom  of  change  P^w.xxtu, 
and  contingency,  there  can  be  no  affurance.  There  *♦• 
is  nothing  below  large  enough  to  fill  ouf  vaft  capa-Pror.ttYii. 
cities,  or  to  fatiate  our  boundlefs  defires,  or  to  ap-  **' 
peafe  our  fqueamifh  delicacy.  There  is  nothing, 
whofe  fweetnefs  we  do  not  prefently  exhauft  and 
fuck  dry ;  whereof  thence  we  do  not  foon  grow 
weary,  quite  loathing,  or  faintly  liking  it.  There  is 
not  any  thing,  which  is  not  flippcry  and  fleeting;  fo 
that  we  can  tor  a  long  time  hope  to  polTefs  it,  or  for 
any  time  can  enjoy  it,  without  reftlefs  care  in  keep- 
ing it,  and  anxious  fear  of  lofing  it.  Nothing  there 
is,  in  the  purfuance,  the  cuftody,  the  defence,  and 
maintenance  whereof  we  are  not  liable  to  difappoint- 
ments  and  croifes.  Nothing  confequcntly  there  is 
produftive  of  any  found  content  to  the  faftidious, 
impatient,  greedy,  and  reftlefs  heart  of  man.  The 
greatcft  confluence  of  prefent,  corporeal,  fecular 
things  (of  all  the  health,  the  riches,  the  dignity, 
the  power,  the  friendOiips  and  dependencies,  the  wit, 
the  learning  and  wifdom,  the  reputation  and  renown 

^  Cbfyjtom,  in  Rom,  i.  Or.  f .     £v9b^»  7*^  xm  x^»*  f'*  ^W^ 

$4  in 
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s  E  R  M.in  this  world)  will  not  afford  much  of  it :  which  yet 
XI.     is  but  an  imaginary  fuppofition  ;  for  in  effedl  hardly 

-r: —do  all  fuch  accommodations  of  life  concur  in  any 

ftate.  There  is  ever  fome  dead  fly  in  our  box,  which 
Eccicf.x.i.marreth  our  ointment ;  fome  adherent  inconvenience, 
which  foureth  the  guft  of  our  enjoyments  :  there  is 
always  fome  good  thing  abfent,  which  we  do  want, 
or  long  for  ^  fome  ill  thing  prefent,  or  in  profped, 
which  we  abhor,  would  avoid,  do  fear  may  come. 
If,  therefore,  we  would  find  content,  we  tnuft  not 
feek  it  here  ^  we  muft  want  it,  or  have  it  from  an- 
other world  :  it  muft  come  hither  from  heaven,  and 
thence  only  piety  can  fetch  it  down.  This,  inftead 
of  thefe  unfatisfying,  uncertain,  and  unftable  things, 
fupplieth  us  with  goods  adequate  to  our  moft  out- 
flretched  wilhes,  infallibly  Xure,  inceflantly  durable  j 
^n(r<tv^h. .  s  an  indefe£lible  ireajure^  an  incorruptible  inheritance^  an 
x>^^^'!JISIl'  unjhakeable  kingdom^  a  perfeft  and  endlefs  joy,  capa- 
e<i>sr*pTay,  blc  to  replcnirti  the  vafteft  heart :  which  he  that 
?^ix^y^.  iiath  a  good  title  to,  or  a  confident  hope  of,  how  can 
he  be  otherwife  than  extremely  plealed,  than  fully 
content  ?  It  aflureth  the  favour  and  friendlhip  of 
iGod*,  of  him  that  is  abfolute  lord  and  difpofer  of 
all  things  :  the  which  he  that  hath,  and  confideth 
in,  what  can  he  want  or  wifh  more  ?  what  can  he 
fear  ?  what  can  annoy  or  dlfmay  him  ?  what  can 
liappen  to  him  worthy  to  be  deemed  evil  or  fad? 
What  is  poverty  to  him,  for  whom  God  is  concerned 
to  provide  ?  What  is  difgrace  to  him,  that  hath  the 
regard  and  approbation  of  God  ?  What  is  danger  to 
him,  whom  God  continually  protedeth  ?  What  can 
any  diftrefs  work  on  him,  whom  God  doth  comfort, 
and  will  relieve  ?  What  is  any  thing  to  him,  who  is 
fenfible  that  all  things  are  purpofely  difpofed  to  him 
by  that  Wifdom  which  perfeftly  knoweth  what  is  beft  j 
by  that  Goodnefs  which  entirely  loveth  him  ?  In  fine, 
he  that  is  confcious  to  himfelf  of  being  well-affefted 
in  mind,  and  afting  the  beft  way,  who  is  fatisfied 
in  the  ftate  of  his  foul,  fecurc  from  God's  diipleafure, 

and 
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and  hopeful  of  his  favour,  what  can  make  any  griev-  s  e  r  m, 
ous  impreflion  on  him  ?  What  other  afFeftions  than     xi. 

fuch  as  are  mod  grateful  and  pleafant  can  lodge  in 

his  foul  ?  Joy  and  peace  have  natural  feeds  in  fuch 
a  mind,  and  neceflarlly  muft  fpring  up  there  ;  in 
proportion,  I  mean,  and  according  to  the  degrees  of 
piety  refident  therein. 

The  Epicureans  did  conceit  and  boaft,  that  hav- 
ing, by  their  atheiftical  explications  of  natural  effeds 
and  common  events  here,  difcarded  the  belief  and 
dread  of  religion,  they  had  laid  a  ftrong  foundation 
for  tranquillity  of  mind,  had  driven  away  all  the 
caufes  of  grief  and  fear,  fo  that  nothing  then  re- 
mained troublefome  or  terrible  unto  us ;  and  confer 
quently,  what,  faid  thdy,  could  forbid,  but  that  we 
fhould  be  entirely  contented,  glad,  and  happy  ? — 
Nos  exiequat  victoria  coeh ;  no  God  then  furely  could 
be  more- happy  than  we.  But  their  attempt  in  many 
refpedls  was  vain  and  lame.  They  prefumed  of  a  vic- 
tory which  it  is  impoflible  to  obtain  :  and  fuppofing 
they  had  got  it,  their  triumph  would  not  have  been 
fo  glorious,  their  fuccefs  would  not  have  been  fo 
great,  as  they  pretended.  For  feeing  no  Epicurean 
difcourfe  can  baffle  the  potent  arguments  which  pcr- 
luade  religion  ;  (thofe  arguments,  which  the  vifible 
conftitution  of  nature,  the  current  tradition  of  all 
ages,  the  general  confent  of  men,  the  pregnant  at- 
teftations  of  hiflory  and  experience  concerning  fu- 
pernatural  and  miraculous  events,  do  afford  ;)  fince 
the  being  and  providence  of  God  have  proofs  fo 
clear  and  valid,  that  no  fubtlety  of  man  can  fo 
far  evade  them,  as  not  to  be  fhaken  with  them,  as 
wholly  to  be  freed  from  doubt  and  fufpicion  of  their 
truth  ;  fince  there  can  be  no  means  of  evincing  the 
negative  part  in  thofe  queflions  to  be  true  or  pro- 
bable ;  it  is  impoflible  that  any  confidering  man,  in 
this  caufe  againft  religion,  fliould  fuppofe  himfelf  to 
have  acquired  an  abfolute  and  fecure  vidlor)'*,  or 
that   he  ihould  reap   fubflantial  fruit   of  comfort 

thence. 
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s  £  R  M.tlience.  It  cannot  be,  that  any  man  (tiolild  thjojr 
XI.     any  perfeft  quiet,  without  aftihg  fo  as  to  get  fomc 

— ^— good   hope    of  avoiding   thofe   dreadful    mifchiefs, 

which  religion  threateneth  to  the  tranfgreflbrs  of  its 
precepts.  Were  there  indeed  but  reafon  enough  to 
ftir,  if  not  to  dagger,  an  infidel  j  were  it  fomewhat 
dubious  whether,  yea,  were  it  great  odds  that  there 
are  not  refervcd  any  punifhments  for  impiety,  as  in- 
deed there  is,  if  not  the  perfefteft  aflurance  imaginable, 
yet  vaft  advantage  on  the  contrary  fide ;  were  there 
but  any  fmall  realon  for  a  judgment  to  come,  as  there 
are  apparently  very  many  and  great  ones  5  had  moft 
men  confpired  in  denying  Providence,  as  ever  gene- 
rally they  have  confented  in  avowing  it ;  were  there 
a  pretence  of  miracles  for  eftablifliing  the  mortality 
and  impunity  of  fouls,  as  there  have  been  number- 
lefs  ftrongly  teftified  by  good  witneflTes  and  great 
events,  to  confirm  the  oppofite  doftrines  ;  did  moft 
wife  and  fober  men  judge  in  favour  of  irrcligion^  as 
commonly  they  ever  did  and  ftill  do  otherwife ;  yet 
wifdom  would  require  that  men  (hould  choofe  to  be 
pious,  fince  otherwife  no  man  can  be  throughly  fe- 
cure.  It  is  a  wildnefs,  not  to  dread  the  lead  poffi- 
bility  of  incurring  fugh  horrible  mifchiefs :  any  ha- 
zard of  fuch  importance  cnnnot  but  ftartle  a  man  in 
his  wits.  To  be  in  the  leaft  obnoxious  to  eternal  tor- 
ments, if  men  would  think  upon  it  as  men,  (that  is, 
as  rational  and  provident  creatures)  could  not  but 
difturb  them.  And  indeed  fo  it  is  in  experience; 
for  whatever  they  fay,  or  fecm,  all  atheifts  and  pro- 
fane men  are  inwardly  fufpicious  and  fearful  \  they 
care  not  to  die,  and  would  gladly  efcape  the  trial  of 
what  fliall  follow  death.  But  let  us  grant  or  ima- 
gine the  Epicurean  fuccefsful  as  he  could  wifli  in  this 
enterprife  of  fubduing  religion  :  yet  except  therewith 
he  can  alfo  trample  down  reafon,  new  mould  human 
nature,  fubjugate  all  natural  appetites  and  paflions, 
alter  the  ftate  of  things  here,  and  transform  the 
world,  he  will  yet  in  the  great  eft  part  fail  of  his  con- 
ceited 
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ceited  advantages ;  very  (hort  he  will  fall  of  triumph-  s  e  r  M. 
iftg  in  a  contented  and  ouiet  mind.   That  which  ac-     xi. 

crueth  thence  will  at  molt  be  no  more  than  fome  ne — 

gative  content,  or  a  partial  indolency,  arifing  from 
his  being  refcued  from  fome  particular  cares  and 
fears  ;  which  excecdcth  not  the  tranquillity  of  a 
beaft,  or  the  ftupidity  of  one  that  is  out  of  his  fenfes: 
that  is  all  he  can  claim,  which  yet  \t  more  than 
he  can  ever  compafs.  For  he  cannot  be  as  a  beaft,  or 
a  mere  fot,  if  he  would  :  reafon,  reflefting  on  prefent 
evils,  and  boding  others  future,  will  afflift  him ;  his 
own  unfatiable  defires,  unavoidable  fears,  and  un* 
tameable  paflions,#viU  difquiet  him.  Were  the  other 
world  quite  out  of  his  faith,  or  his  thought,  yet  thi^ 
world  would  yield  trouble  fufficient  to  render  him  void 
of  any  fteady  reft,  or  folid  joy.  All  men  ever  have, 
and  ever  will  complain,  that  the  burthens,  crofles, 
latiatcs  of  this  life,  do  much  furpafs  the  conveni- 
ences and  comforts  of  it.  So  that,  were  no  other  to  Non  tem- 
be  expefted  or  feared,  this  of  itfelf  would  become  ^^fVd  n^*! 
grievous  and  naufeous;  we  (hould  foon  have  enough  fca.  Sena, 
or  too  much  of  it,  without  a  fupport  and  fupply  jf^^','^^" 
from  other-where.  In  the  largeft  affluence  of  things, 
in  the  decpeft  calm  of  our  ftate,  we  are  apt  to  nau- 
feate,  and  are  weary  even  of  our  profperity  itfelf;  the 
which  indeed  commonly  hath  ingredients  not  only 
fomewhat  unfavoury,  but  very  bitter  and  loachfome* 
We  may  add,  that  had  thofe  profane  attempters 
quite  banifhed  religion,  they  with  it  muft  have 
driven  away  all  the  benefits  and  comforts  of  it  : 
which^  even  fuppofmg  them  but  imaginary,  are  yet 
the  greateft,  which  common  life  doth  need,  or  can 
defire  :  with  it  they  would  fend  packing  juftice,  fi- 
delity, charity,  fobriety,  and  all  folid  virtue,  things 
which  cannot  firmly  fubfift  without  conicience : 
which  being  gone,  human  life  would  be  the  moft 
diforderly,  moft  unfafe,  moft  wretched  and  con- 
temptible thing  that  can  be;  nothing  but  infipid 
and  flafhy  fenfualitics  would.be  left  behind  to  com- 
fort 
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s  E  R  M.  fort  a  man  with ;  and  thofe  hardly  any  man  (by  rea- 
XI.     fon  of  competitions  and  contentions  for  them,  no 

wife  reftrainable)  could  enjoy  quietly  or  fafely.     It 

is  therefore  piety  alone,  which,  by  railing  hopes  of 
bleflings  and  joys  incomparably  fuperior  to  any  here, 
that  cannot  be  taken  from  us,  can  lay  any  ground  of 
true  content,  of  fubflantial  and  pofitive  content ; 
fuch  as  confifteth  not  only  in  removing  the  objefts 
and  caufes  of  vexatious  paflions,  but  in  employing 
the  moft  pleafant  affedions  (love,  hope,  joy,)  with  a 
delightful  complacence  upon  their  proper  and  moft 

Rom.xiv.  noble  objeds.     "The  kingdom  of  God  (and  that  only, 

*^*  no  other  kingdom  hath  that  privilege)  conftjleih  in 

righteoufnefs  (firft,  then  in)  peace  and  fpiritual  joy. 
No  philofopher,  with  truth  and  reafon,  can  make 

Matt.xu  that  overture  to  us,  which  our  Lord  doth  :  Come 
unto  me^  all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy  laden,  and 
ye  Jhall  find  refi  to  your  fouls.  Out  of  religion  there 
can  be  ho  aphorifm  pretended,  like  to  that  of  the  Pro- 

iik.xxvi.3.  phet  :  Thou  fhalt  keep  him  in  perfect  peace ^  zvhofe  mind 
is  fayed  on  thee. 

If,  indeed,  we  diftinftly  furvey  all  the  grounds  and 
fources  of  content,  it  will  appear  that  religion  only 
can  afford  it. 

Doth  it  refult  from  a  well  governing  and  ordering 
our  paflions  ?  Then  it  is  plain,  that  only  a  pious 
man  is  capable  thereof;  for  piety  only  can  efFe<fl 
that  y  it  alone,  with  the  powerful  aid  of  Divine 
grace,  doth  guide  our  paflions  by  exa6l  rules,  doth 
let  them  upon  worthy  objeAs,  doth  temper  and  tune 
them  in  juft  harmony,  doth  feafonably  curb  and 
check  them,  doth  rightly  corredl  and  reform  them  ^ 
This  no  bare  reafon  (which  naturally  is  fo  dim 
and  fo  feeble  in  man)  can  achieve  ;  much  lefs  can 
unrcafonablenefs  do  it,  which  is  ever  prevalent  in 

*^  Mala  mens — cum.  infidiatur,  fpc,  curis,  labore  diftringitnrj  ct 
jam  cum  iceleris  oompos  fuerit,  Iblicitudine,  pcenitentia^  poenarum 
ouinium  cxpedlalione  torquetur.    C^mt.  xii,  i. 

irreli- 
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irreligious  perfbns.   Their  paffions  do  ever  run  wildly  s  e  r  m. 
and  at  random,  in  no  good  pace,  within  no  good      xi. 
compafs,  toward  the  meaneft  and  bafeft  objeAs ;  ■ 

whence  they  can  have  no  reft  or  quiet  in  their 
minds.  As  they  are  conftantly  offending,  fo  will 
they  ever  be  punifliing  themfelves  with  inteftine 
broils  and  conflifts,  with  diflatisfadlions  and  regrets. 
Hence,  There  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked.  He  is  like  the^^*  »!/«»'• 
troubled  fea,  which  cannot  reft.  God,  as  St.  Auftin"'^''"' **"' 
fpeaketh,  hath  faid  it,  and  fo  it  is.  Every  inordinate 
mind  is  a  punilJjment  to  itfelfK 

Doth  content  fpring  from  a  hearty  approbation  of, 
or  a  complacence  in,  a  man's  own  aftions ;  from  re- 
fleftion  that  he  conftantly  doth  aft  according  to  rea- 
fon  and  wifdom,  to  juftice  and  duty  ?  Then  can  the 
pious  man  alone  pretend  to  it,  who  knoweth  that  he 
walketh  inqffenjively  toward  God  and  man  j  that  he 
confulteth  his  own  beft  intereft  and  welfare  ;  that  aC- 
furedly  no  bad  confequence  can  attend  his  unblame- 
able  behaviour ;  that  moft  wife  men  have  declared 
their  approbation  of  his  proceedings  j  that  if  he 
prove  in  his  chief  defign  miftaken,  yet  no  mifchief 
can  thence  befall  him ;  yea,  that  he  is  not  thereby 
quite  difappointed,  feeing  even  much  prefent  fatif- 
faftion  and  convenience  do  arife  up  to  him  from  his 
pradice  s. 

Doth  content  grow  from  a  found  and  healthful 
conftitution  of  foul  ?  It  is  the  pious  man  alone  that 
hath  that,  whofe  mind  is  clear  from  diftempers  of 
vice  and  paffion.  The  impious  man  is  infirm,  out 
of  order,  full  of  difeafe  and  pain,  according  to  the 
Prophet's  defcription  of  him  3 — The  zvhole  head  isi^'^s*^^ 

'  Nulla  major  poena  nequltia  eft,  quam  quod  (ibi  ac  fuis  dif- 
plicct.     Sen.  £f.  42. 

TifjiM^ia  vaar.i  a^iYAa^  aieo^«$o(.     Plat,  (U  Lcg.  5« 

pcus  julTrt,  ct  ita  eft,  Sibi  pccna  eft  omnis  inordinatus  animus. 
Jug.  Conf. 

8  Nili  fapicnti  fua  non  placcnt :  omnis  ftultilia  laborat  faftidio 
fui.     Sat'  Ep,  o. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


270  The  Profitablenefs  $f  Godlinefu 

s  E  R  yi.fitkj  and  the  whole  heart  faint :  from  the  fole  of  the 
XI.    foot  even  unto  the  head  there  is  no  foMidnefs  in  it^  but 
■>■  wounds^  and  bruifesy  and  putrefying  fores. 

Doth  content  arife  fpeciaUy  from  good  fuccefs  in 
our  attempts,  or  from  profperous  events  befalling 
us  ?  Then  it  is  the  pious  man,  who  is  moft  capable 
thereof:  for  he  only  is  fecurc,  that  what  feemeth 
good  and  profperous  is  really  fuch  to  him,  as  meant 
for  his  good  by  the  Divine  goodnefs,  as  tending 
thereto  by  the  guidance  of  infallible  wifdom.  As  he 
only  hath  ground  to  hope  for  fuccefs,  becaufe  he 
confidcth  in  God,  becaufe  he  dutifully  feeketh 
God's  help,  becaufe  God  is  favourably  difpofed  to- 
ward him,  becaufe  God  ordereth  his  fieps^  becaufe 
God  is  by  promife  engaged  to  blefs  him,  becaufe  he 
is  confcious  of  intentions  to  render  God  thanks  and 
praife  for  it,  to  employ  his  fuccefs  to  God's  honour 
and  fervice  :  fo  he  only  can  be  fatisfied  with  the 
appearance  of  fuccefs,  being  able  with  aflurance  to 
Rom.viii,  fay  after  St,  Paul,  We  know  that  to  tbofe  who  love 
God  all  tbifjgs  cooperate  for  good. 

Is  fecurity  from  danger,  from  trouble,  from  want, 
from  all  evil,  a  fource  or  matter  of  content  ?   It  cer- 
tainly doth  attend  the  pious  man ;  God  being  his 
efpecial    proteftor,    his    comforter,   his    purveyor. 
Prov.  xii.    <j;herefhall  no  evil  befall  the  jufl :  There  fhall  no  plague 
pf.xci.  jo.eome  near  bis  dwelling.     God  keepeth  all  his  bones,  not 
xxxiv.  20.  ^^^  ^  ^^^^  ^  broken.     He  delivereth  the  righteous  out 
Prov.  X.  24.0/"  their  troubles.     The  defire  of  the  righteous  fhall  be 
Pf.xxxiv.si.^^^^^^     y^tfr^  is  no  want  to  them  that  fear  God. 
So  do  the  holy  oracles  affure  us. 

Doth  contentednefs  fpring  from  fufficiency,  real 
or  apprehended  ?  This  appertaineth  peculiarly  to  the 
pious  man  :  for  having  God,  the  mafter  of  all,  for 
his  portion,  he  hath  the  richeft  eftate  that  can  be ;  he 
hath  all  that  he  can  defire,  he  cannot  but  take  him- 
iTim.'ri.  felf  to  have  enough.  Hence,  Godlinefs  with  content- 
ednefs (f^tr  atvTfltf  Jt«*a^,  with  fufficiency)  is,  as  St.  Paul 
faith,  u.'iy%i  wo^ktiaU^  the  great  way  of  gaining.    He 

faith 
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faith  it  not,  as  fuppofing  godlinefs  and  contented^  s  e  r  m* 
nefs  to  be  feparable  ;  but  rather,  as  implying  godli-     xi. 
nefs  therefore  to  be  moft  gainful,  becaufe  fufficiency  > 

and  contentednefs  do  ever  attend  it.  In  fine,  if  that 
faying  of  Seneca  be  true,  that,  If  to  any  man  the  things 
be  pojfejfeth  do  notfeem  moft  ample ^  although  he  be  majler 
of  the  whole  worlds  he  n  yet  miferable^-^  then  affuredly 
the  pious  man  only  can  be  happy ;  for  to  him  alone 
his  poffeflions  can  feem  the  largeft  and  beft,  fuch  as 
there  can  be  no  poffible  acceflion  to,  or  amendment 
of.  For  nothing  can  be  greater  or  better  than  God^ 
in  whom  he  hath  a  ftedfaft  propriety,  whofe  infinite 
power  and  wifdom  are  engaged  to  do  him  tlie  ut^ 
moft  good  that  he  is  capable  of.    And  farther : 

III.  Seeing  we  have  mentioned  happinefs,  or  the 
fummum  bonum,  the  utmoft  fcope  of  human  defire,  we 
do  add,  that  piety  doth  furely  confer  it.  Happinefs^ 
whatever  it  be,  hath  certainly  an  eflential  coherence 
with  piety.  Thefe  are  reciprocal  proppfitions,  both 
of  them  infallibly  true;  he  that  is  pious  is  happy  j 
und,  he  that  is  happy  is  pious.  No  man  doth  un- 
dertake or  profecute  any  thing,  which  he  doth  not 
apprehend  in  fome  order  or  degree  conducing  to  that 
which  all  men  under  a  confufed  notion  regard  and 
tend  to,  which  they  call  happinefs,  the  higheft  good, 
the  chiefeft  defirable  thing.  But  in  their  judgments 
about  this  thing,  or  the  m^ans  of  attaining  it,  as 
men  diflent  much,  fo  of  neceffity  moft  of  them  muft: 
be  miftaken.  Moft,  indeed,  do  aim  and  ftioot  at  a 
mere  fliadow  of  profit,  or  at  that  which  is  very  little 
confiderable,  and  in  comparifon  nothing  at  all ; 
which  little  conduceth  to  the  perfedion  of  their  na- 
ture, or  the  fatisfaftion  of  their  defire.  If  they  mifs 
the  mark,  they  are  difappointed  ;  if  they  hit  it,  they 
are  no  lefs,  and  in  effeft  hit  nothing.  But  whatever 
this  grand  matter  is,  in  whatever  it  confifteth,  how- 

^  St  cui  fua  non  videnttir  ampliffima^  licet  totius  xnundi  do- 
minus  Hi,  tamcn  mifer  e(t     Sin.  Ef,  9. 

ever 
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s  E  R  M.ever  it  be  procured  ;  be  it  the  poffeflion  and  fruition 
XI.     of  fome  fpecial  choice  goods,  or  an  aggregation,  an 

■  affluence  of  ftll  goods ;  piety  furely  is  the  main  in- 

gredient ^nd  principal  caufe  thereof.  All  other 
goods  without  it  are  infignificant  and  unufeful  there- 
to ;  and  it  cannot  be  wanting  where  piety  is.  Be  a 
man  never  fo  rich,  fo  powerful,  fo  learned  and  know- 
ing, fo  profperous  in  his  affairs,  fo  honourable  in  the 
opinions  and  affeftions  of  men  ^  yet  nowife  happy 
can  he  be,  if  he  is  not  pious ;  being  he  wanteth  the 
bed  goods,  and  is  fubjcft  to  the  worft  evils ;  being 
he  wanteth  the  love  and  favour  of  God  ;  he  wanteth 
peace  and  fatisfaftion  of  confcience;  he  wanteth  a 
right  enjoyment  of  prefent  things ;  he  wanteth  fc- 
curity  concerning  his  final  welfare.  Be  he  never  fo 
poor,  fo  low  in  the  eyes  of  men,  fo  forlorn  and  def- 
titute  of  worldly  conveniencies ;  yet  if  he  be  pious, 
he  cannot  be  wretched  :  for  he  hath  an  intereft  in 
goods  incomparably  moft  precious,  and  is  fafe  from 
all  confiderable  evils ;  he  hath  a  free  refort  to  the 
inexhauftible  fountain  of  all  happinefs  ;  he  hath  a 
right  to  immenfe  and  endlefs  felicity,  the  which  emi- 
nently containeth  all  the  goods  we  are  capable  of; 
he  is  poffeffed  thereof  in  hope,  and  certain  reverfion; 
•there  is  but  a  moment  to  pafs  before  his  complete 
fruition  of  it.  The  want  of  all  other  petty  things  no 
more  can  maim  the  integrity  of  his  felicity,  than 
cutting  the  hair,  or  paring  the  nails,  do  mutilate  a 
man  :  all  other  things  are  but  fuperfluities  or  ex- 
crefcences  in  regard  to  the  conftitution  of  happinefs. 
Whatever  happeneth,  that  will  afluredly  be  true, 
which    is  fo    much   inculcated    in   holy    Scripture, 

pf.  cTTvPi.  Blejfed  is  every  one  that  feareth  the  Lord^  that  waJketb 

1, 2.cxji.i.^.^^  ^^  ^^^^,^  ^  happy  Jhall  he  bey  and  it  JJoall  he  well  with 
him.     Piety  is  indeed  fraught  with  beatitudes,  every 

Matt.v.  part  thereof  yieldcth  peculiar  bleflednefs.  To  the 
love  of  God,  to  charity  toward  our  neighbour,  to 
purity  of  heart,  to  meeknefs,  to  humility,  to  pa- 
tience, to  mercifulnels,  to  peaceablenefs,  beatitude  is 

afcribed 
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afcribed  by  our  Lord,  the  great  judge  and  difpenfers  e  r  m. 
of  it.    Each  religious  performance  hath  happy  fruits     xi. 

growing  from  it,  and  blifsful  rewards  affigned  thereto* 

All  pious  difpoiitions  are  fountains  of  pleafant  dreams, 
which  by  their  confluence  do  make  up  a  full  fea  of 
felicity. 

IV.  It  is  a  peculiar  advantage  of  piety,  that  it  fur* 
nifheth  employment  fit  for  us,  worthy  of  us,  hugely 
CTateful,  and  highly  beneficial  to  us.  Man  is  a  very 
bufy  and  a<9:ive  creature,  which  cannot  live  and  do 
nothing,  whofe  thoughts  are  in  refUefs  motion^ 
whofe  defires  are  ever  ftretching  at  fomewhat,  who 
perpetually  will  be  working  either  good  or  evil  to 
himfelf :  wherefore  greatly  profitable  muft  that  thing 
be,  whidi  determineth  him  to  aft  well,  to  fpend  hia 
care  and  pain  On  that  which  is  truly  advantageous 
to  him ;  and  that  is  Reli^n  only.  It  alone  faften«» 
eth  our  thought»,  afTefkions,  and  endeavours  upon 
occupations  worthy  the  dignity  of  our  nature, 
fuiting  the  excellency  of  oiir  natural  capacities  and 
endowments,  tending  to  the  perfedlion  and  advance- 
ment oi  our  reafon,  to  the  enriching  and  ennobling 
erf"  our  fouls.  Secluding  that^  we  have  nothing  in  the 
world  to  ftudy,  to  affeft,  to  purfue,  not  very  mean 
and  below  us,  not  very  bafe  and  mifbecoraing  us,  as 
men  of  reafon  and  judgment.  What  have  we  to  do 
but  to  eat  and  drink.  Eke  horfesor  like  fwine  ;  but  to 
fport  and  play,  like  children  or  apes  ;  but  to  bicker 
and  fcuffle  about  trifles  and  impertinences,  like  idiots? 
what,  but  to  fcrape  or  fcramble  for  ufelcfs  pelf,  to 
hunt  after  empty  fliews  and  Ihadows  of  honour,  of 
the  vain  fancies  and  dreams  of  men?  what,  but  to 
wallow  or  baik  in  fordid  pleafures,  the  which  foon  de- 
generate into  remorfe  and  bitternefs  ?  To  which  fort 
of  employments  were  a  man  confined,  what  a  pitiful 
thing  would  be  be,  and  how  inconfideraWe  were  bis 
life  !  Were  a  man  dcfigned  only,  like  a  fly,  to  buz^  . 
about  here  for  a  time,  fucking  in  the  air,  ai^  lidding 

VOL.  II.  T  the 
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s  E  R  M.  the  dew,  theh  foon  to  vanifh  back  into  nothing,  ot*  ib 
XI.     be  transformed  into  worms  ;  how  forry  and  defpica- 

ble  a  thing  were  he  !  And  fuch  without  religion  we 

ftiolild  be.  But  it  fupplieth  us  with  bufinefs  of  a 
mod  worthy  natuFe  and  lofty  importance;  it  fetteth 
us  upon  doing  things  great  and  noble  as  can  be  ;  it 
engageth  us  to  free  our  minds  from  all  fond  conceits, 
and  cleanfe  our  hearts  from  all  corrupt  afFeftions  ;  to 
curb  our  brutifh  appetites,  to  tame  our  wild  paflions, 
to  corredt  our  perverfe  inclinations,  to  conform  the 
difpofitions  of  our  foul  and  the  adtions  of  our  life  to 
the  eternal  laws  of  righteoufnefs  and  goodnefs :  it 
putteth  us  upon  the  imitation  of  God,  and  aiming  at 
the  refemblance  of  his  perfeftions ;  upon  obtaining 
a  friend  (hip  and  maintaining  a  corrcfpondence  with 
the  High  and  Holy  One ;  upon  fitting  our  minds  for 
converfation  and  fociety  with  the  wifeft  and  ptireft 
fpirits  above ;  upon  providing  for  an  immortal  ftate, 
Uf>on  the  acquift  of  joy  and  glory  everlafting.  It  em- 
ployeth  us  in  the  divined  aftions,  of  promoting  vir- 
tue, of  performing  beneficence,  of  ferving  the  pub* 
lie,  and  doing  good  to  all :  the  being  exercifed  in 
which  things  doth  indeed  render  a  man  highly  con- 
fiderable,  and  his  life  excellently  valuable* 

'Tis  an  employment  moft  proper  to  us  as  reafon- 
able  men.  For  what  more  proper  entertainments 
can  our  mind  have,  than  to  be  purifying  and  beauti* 
fying  itfelf,  to  be  keeping  itfelf  and  its  fubordinatc 
faculties  in  order,  to  be  attending  upon  the  manage- 
ment of  thoughts,  of  paffions,  of  words,  of  actions 
depending  upon  its  governance  ? 

'Tis  an  employment  moft  beneficial  to  us :  in 
purfuing  which  we  greatly  better  ourfelves,  and  im- 
prove our  condition  ;  we  benefit  and  oblige  others ; 
we  procure  found  reputation  and  fteady  friendfliips ; 
we  decline  many  irkfome  mifchiefs  and  annoyances ; 

ifiuiT.  %.    we  do  not  (like  thofe  in  the  Prophet  )^^//^o»r  labottr 
for  that  which  fatisjieth  not^  norfpend  our  money  for  thai 

ivbicb 
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which  is  not  bread :  for  both  temporal  profperity  and  s  e  R  m. 
eternal  felicity  are  the  wages  of  the  labour  which  we     xi. 
take  herein.  ._— « 

*Tis  an  employment  moftconftant,  never  allowing 
floth  or  liftleffnefs  to  creep  in,  inceflantly  bufying  all 
our  faculties  with  earneft  contention ;  according  to  that 
profeflion  of  St.  Paul,  ^declaring  the  nature  thereof, 
Herein  alzvays  do  lexercije  myjelf^io  have  a  confcience  voidh^s  xxiv. 
of  offence  toward  God  and  toward  man.  Whence  it  is  '^* 
called  ^  fight ^  and  a  race^  implying  the  continual  ear- 
neftnefs  of  attention  and  adivity,  which  is  to  be  fpent 
thereon. 

It  is  withal  a  fweet  and  grateful  bulinefs  :  for  it  is  a 
pious  man's  character,  that  he deUghteth greatly  in  God*s?(A\.cx\iu 
commandments;  that  the  commandments  are  not  grievous  to-^  ^ohn^^i. 
him  ;  that  it  is  his  meat  and  drink  to  do  God's  will  y  that  John  iv.  34. 
GoiTs  words  (or  precepts)  are  fweet er  than  honey  to  his?(z.\,  cxix. 
tq/fe ;  that  the  ways  of  religious  wifdorn  are  ivays  of^°'^^  ... 
pleafantnefsy  and  all  her  paths  are  peace.     Whereas  all 
other  employments  are  wearifome,  and  foon  become 
loathfome  :  this,  the  farther  we  proceed  in  it,  the 
more  pleafant  and  fatisfaftory  it  groweth  K     There 
is  perpetual-  matter  of  vicSVory  over  bad  inclinations 
peftering  us  within,  and  ftrong  temptations  aiFailing 
us  without:  which  to  combat  hath  much  delight; 
to   mafter,   breedeth    inexpreffible    content.      The 
fenfe  alfo  of  God's  love,  the  influences  of  his  grace 
and  comfort  communicated  in  the  performances  of 
devotion  and  all  duty,  the  fatisfaftion  of  good  con- 
fcience, the  alTured  hope  of  reward,  the  foretaftes  of 
future  blifs,  do  feafon  and  fweeten  all  the  labours 
taken,  and  all  the  difficulties  undergone  therein. 

In  fine,  the  bare  light  of  nature  hath  difcerned, 
that  were  it  not  for  fiich  matters  as  thefe  to  fpend  a 
man's  care  and  pains  upon,  this  would  be  a  lament- 


*  Non  poteft  cuiquamfemperidemplacere,  nifi  re£lum.  Sen.  20. 
Bcdit  hoc  providentia  hominibus  munus,  ut  honclla  inagis  ju- 
▼arcnt.  C^int.i.  12, 
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5  £  R  M*  able  world  to  live  in.  Tfierc  vfzsy  for  in|lanGe,  an  Em^ 
x; .     p,eror,  great  ^i\d  migl^ty  ?is  ever  did  wield  fceptre  vipon 

: —  earth,  whofe  excellent  virtue,  coupled  with  wifdpm, 

(inferior,  pejrhaps,  to  pope  th?t  ^ny  man  ever  without 
fpccial  jnfpiration  bath  been  endowed  with)  did  qua- 
lify ]\\m  with  moil  ^vantage  to  examine  and  rightly 
to  judge  of  t):iings  here }  who,  nqtwithftapding  all 
the  conveniences  which  his  royal  eftate  and  well 
fettled  profperity  plight  afford,  (the  whiqh  furely  he 
had  fully  tafted  and  tried)  did  yet  thus  exprefe  his 

M.  Ant.  ii.  tllOUgh^S  ^   Ifi  jtf ^^  ^v^v  iy  XQ<rjx^  xsk^  ^iSif^  i  fCfovoix^  x$y^  f 

!«•  VI.  10.  ffz-jy^i  ^Q^jj  ^^  concern  me  to  live  in  a  world  void  gf  Qoid^ 
Of  void  of  Pron^euce  ?  To  goverp  \\\q,  gr^J^ft  em- 
pire that  ever  was,  in  the  deep^ft  calm  ;  to  enjoy  tl^e 
iargeft  affluence^  of  wcalt\i,  of  fplepdor,  of  refpei^,  o^ 
pleafure  ;  to  b^  loved,  to  be  dre^ed,  to  be  fervcd, 
to  be  adored  by  fo  many  nations  ;  to  h^ve  the  whole 
civil  world  pbfeq\iious  to  his  will  and  nod  ^  all  tbefe 
things  feemed  vain  and  idle,  not  worthy  of  a  man's 
regard,  affe^ion,  or  choice,  in  c^fe  t|)er^  were  po  God 
to  worlhip,  no  providence  to  obferye,  nq  piety  to  be 
exercifed.     So  little  worth  the  vyhile  common  f<fnfe 
^ath  adjudged  it  to  live  without  religiop. 
Nuiiiusbo*     V.  It  is  a  confiderable  benefit  of  piety,  that  it  af^ 
j^^^^ll^^^^fordeth  the  beft  friendfhips  and   iweeteft  fociety, 
po(rcffiocft.Man  is  framed  for  fociety,  and  cannot  live  well  with- 
sen,Ep,  6.  ^^^  j^ .  j^^^ny  of  hls  faculties  wopld  be  ufelefs,  many 
of  his  appetites  would  reft  unfatisfied  ip  folitude.  To 
lit  aiiamm  have  a  friend  wife  and  able,  honeft  and  good,  unto 
bisTnata  "whom  upon  all  occafipns  we  may  have  recourfc  for 
duiccdo     advice,  for  affiftance,  for  confolation,  is  a  great  con* 
citla?.^  ^^!' venience  of  life  :  and  this  benefit  w^  owe  to  religiop, 
^/-  9'       which  fupplieth  us  with  various  friendlhips  of  the 
beft  kind,  moft  beneficial  and  moft  fwect  uptp  us. 

It  maketh  God  our  firiend,  a  friend  infinitely  better 
than  all  friends,  moft  affeAionate  and  kind,  moft 
faithful  and  fure,  moft  able,  moft  willing,  and  ever 
moft  ready  to  perform  all  friendly  offices,  to  yield  dA' 
vice  in  all  our  doubts,  fuccour  in  all  our  needs,  com*. 

'      fort 
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fort  in  all  our  troubles,  fatisfaftion  to  all  our  defires.  s  fi  R  M. 
Unto  him  it  miniftdreth  a  free  addtefs  upon  all  occa-     ii. 
fions  J  with  him  it  alloweth  us  continually  a  inoft  ■ 

fweet  and  pleafant  intercourfe.    The  pious  man  hath  ^j^-  *"-.^/ 
ilwiys  the  all-wife  God  to  counfel  him^  to  guide  his  15*  '^^viil 
iftiohs  arid  ordef  his  fteps  5  h«  hath  thtf  Almighty  J ^-^^^j^^:. 
to  prdteft,  fupport,  and  relieve  him ;  he  hath  the  im-  il'.  **''''"* 
ititnfe  goodneft  to  commiferate  and  comfort  him;^^^  ^***'' 
unto  him  he  is  not  only  encour^ed,  but  obliged,  to 
t^fort  in  need  :  upon  him  he  may,  he  otght  to  dif- 
charge  all  his  cares  arid  butthens. 

It  confequently  doth  engage  all  creatures  in  the 
World  to  be  our  friends,  or  inftrunients  of  good  to  us, 
according  to  their  feveral  capacities,  by  the  direftion 
and  difpofal  of  God.  .  All  the  fervants  of  our  great 
Friefnd  will,  in  compliance  to  him,  be  ferviceable  to 
us,  Th$ujfjalt  he  in  league  zvith  the  ftones  of  the  /eW,joby.  aj. 
and  the  be  aft s  of  the  field /hall  he  at  peace  with  thee :  fo 
Job's  friend  promileth  him  upon  condition  of  piety. 
And  God  himfelf  confirmeth  thatpromifej  In  that  HoL  a.  it. 
dayi  faith  he  in  the  prophet,  will  1  make  a  covenant  for 
them  with  the  heajls  of  the  fields  and  with  the  fowls  of 
heaveuy  and  with  the  creeping  things  of  the  ground.  And 
again,  tVhen  thou  paffeft  through  the  waters ^  I  will  be  ifa.  xliii. «. 
with  thee ;  and  through  the  rivers,  they  fhall  mt  over- 
flow thee  :  when  thou  walkejl  through  the  fire ^  thou  fh alt 
not  be  burnt ;  neither  fhall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee. 
And,  Th^  fun  fhall  riot  fmite  thee  by  day,  nor  the  moon  Pf.  cxxi.  $. 
by  night.    "Thou  fhalt  tteadupon  the  lion  attd  adder ,  /A^pfii.xct.i>. 
yolirig  lion  and  the  dragofi  fhalt  thou  trctmple  under  foot. 
Tl  hey  fhall  take  Up  feorpions ;  dnd  if  they  drink  any  deadly  Mark  xvi. 
thirtgy  it  fhall  not  hurt  them  :  (fo  our  Lord  promifedr)c*ut.rx?ui. 
to  his  Difcipie^.)     Not  only  the  heavdns  fhall  dif-  >*• 
peftfe  th^ir  kindly  influences,  and  the  earth  yield 
her  plentiful  flores,  and  all  i\\t  elertients  di (charge 
rtiefe  liattiral  and  ordiftafy  good  offices  ;    nor  only 
the  tame  and  foci  able  creatures  fliall  upon  this  con- 
dition feithfuily  ferve  lis ;  but  even  the  moft  wild, 
moft  fierce,  moft  ravenous,  moft  venomous  creatures 

T  3  ftiall. 
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s  E  R  M.  (hall,  if  there  be  need,  prove  friendly  and  helpful,  or 
XI.     at  leall  harmlefs  to  us :  as  were  the  ravens  to  Elias, 

•^ the  lions  to  Daniel,  the  viper  to  St.  Pa^il,  the  fire  to 

j^Kings  xvii.  the  three  children. 

But  efpecially  piety  doth  procure  the  fnendfliip  of 
the  good  Angels,  that  puiflant  hoft  of  glorious  and 

Pfai.  xxxiv.  happy  fpirits:  they  all  do  tenderly  love  the  pious  per- 

Hcb!Vj4.  fon ;  they  are  ever  ready  to  ferve  and  do  him  good, 
to  proteft  him  from  danger,  to  aid  him  in  his  un- 
dertakings, to  refcue  him  from  mifchiefe.  What  an 
honour,  what  a  bleffing  is  this,  to  have  fuch  an  innu- 
merable  company  of  noble  friends  (the  courtiers  and 
favourites  of  heaven)  deeply  concerned  and  con- 
ftantly  vigilant  for  our  welfare  ! 

It  alfo  engageth  the  bleffed  faints  in  glory,  thjs 
fpirits  of  juft  men  perfected^  the  church  of  the  firftbom^ 
to  bear  deareft  affedion  to  us,  to  further  our  prof- 
perity  with  their  good  wifhes  and  earneft  prayers, 
mightily  prevalent  with  God. 

it  rendereth  all  forts  of  men  our  friends.  To  good 
men  it  uniteth  us  in  holy  communion  ;  the  commu- 
nion of  brotherly  charity  and  hearty  good  will,  at- 
tended with  all  the  good  offices  they  are  able  to  per- 
form :  to  other  men  it  reconcileth  and  endeareth  us  ; 
for  that  innocent  and  inoffenfive,  courteous  and  be- 
nign, charitable  and  beneficent  demeanour,  (fuch  as 
piety  doth  require  and  produce)  are  apt  to  conciliate 
refpeft   and   affeftion  from    the   word  men.    For, 

Stn.dtBt-  Vincit  malos  pertinax  honitas-y  men  hardly  can  perCft 

nef,  VII.  ii.  ^j^eniies  to  him  whom  they  perceive  to  be  their 
friend :  and  fuch  the  pious  man  in  difpofition  of 
mind,  and  in  effedl  when  occafion  ferveth,  is  toward 
all  men  ^^  being  fenfible  of  his  obligation  to  love  all 

Gal.  vi.  10.  men,  and,  as  he  hath  opportunity y  to  do  good  to  all  men. 

Wii^'^'i-  It  aflureth  and  more  ftriftly  endeareth  our  friends  to 

x«f.  Ariji.  us.    For,  as  it  maketh  us  hearty,  faithful,  conflant 

^  Qui  (ibi  amicus  eft,  fcito  hunc  amicum  omnibus  die.  ^n« 
Ep.6. 

firicnds 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


The  Profitablenefs  of  Godlinefs.  279 

friends  to  others  ;  fo  it  reciprocally  tieth  others  to  us  s  e  r  m. 
in  the  like  fincerity  and  faftnefs  of  good  will.  xi. 

It  reconcileth  enemies.     For,  when  a  maris  ways  ■*— ~"^ 
iopleafe  the  Lordj  he  maketh  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace^^^^'^^'^' 
with  him.     It  hath  a  natural  efficacy  to  that  purpofe, 
and  Divine  bleHing  promoteth  it. 

By  it  all  converfation  becometh  tolerable,  grate- 
ful, and  ufeful.  For  a  pious  man  is  not  eafily  dif- 
turbed  with  any  crofTnefs  or  perverfenefs,  any  in- 
firmity or  impertinency  of  thofe  he  converfeth 
with :  he  can  bear  the  weaknefTes  and  the  failings 
of  his  company  ;  he  can  by  wholefome  refieftions 
upon  all  occurrences  advantage  and  pleafe  himfelf  ^ 

In  fine,  piety  rendereth  a  man  a  true  friend  and  a^u^ris 
good  companion  to   himfelfj    fatisfied   in  'himfelf,  ccrimfamu 
able  to  converfe  freely  and  pleafantly  with  his  own  cus  cfle 
thoughts.     It  is  for  the  want  of  pious  inclinations !&^„/ £^.^6'. 
and  difpofitions,  that  folitude  (a  thing  which  fome- 
times   cannot   be  avoided,  which  often   fliould  be 
embraced)  is  to  moft  men  fo  irkfome  and  tedious, 
that  men  do  carefully  (hun  themfelves,  and  fly  from 
their  own  thoughts ;  that  they  decline  all  converfe 
with  their  own  fouls,  and  hardly  dare  look   upon 
their  own  hearts  and  confciences  :  whence  they  be- 
come aliens  from  home,  \yholly  unacquainted  with 
themfelves,  mofl  ignorant  of  their  own  nearefl  con- 
cernments, no  faithful  friends  or  pleafant  compa- 
nions to  themfelves  ;  fo  for  refuge  and  eafe  they  un- 
feafonably  run  into  idle  or  lewd  converfation,  where 
they  diforder  and    defile    themfelves  "*.     But    the 


^  ^vthayttv  Ti  Jrof  lavrZ  ffeXtrcu'  i^iiff  yap  aln  vouT. — {^Afifiot, 
Eib,  ix,  4.)  T«f  Ti  ya^  viirpayiufotf  fTiri^iK  at  fA.nifjL»t,  i^  rSf  fA.t>\^»'' 
rmtXvihq  aya^aj, 

°*  Nemo  eft,  cui  non  fatius  fit  cum  quolibct  efle,  quam  fccum. 
Sen.  Ep.  25. 

E»»w  T"  T^iof  l^F,  tf (  art^reiTov  ^iecfAX,  VfOTthh  e^  vmtfxiftia'tf,  Wc. 
Plut.  wtfi  UoXvwf.  p.  910. 

ix.  4. 

T  4  pious 
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8  B  R  Mt  pious  man  is  (like  Scipio)  never  lefs  ahfUy  than  when 

XI.    alone:  his  folitude  and  retirement  is  not  only  tole- 

— — —  rable,  but  commonly  the  moft  grateful  and  fruitful 

^^mTfo*  P^^  ^^  ^'^  ^^^  '•  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  much  pkafure,  and 
n?!^uam  more  advantage,  converfe  with  himfelf ;  di^efting 
cum  foius.  j^nd  marfhalling  his  thoughts,  his  afFeftions,  his  pur- 
pofcs  into  good  order,  fearching  and  difcuffing 
bis  heart,  reflefting  on  his  paft  ways,  enforcing  his 
former  good  refolutions,  and  framing  new  t)ncs ; 
enquiring  after  edifying  truths ;  ftrctcbing  his 
meditations  toward  the  beft  and  fublimeft  objc&s, 
raifmg  his  hopes  and  warming  his  aifedions  toward 
fpiritual  and  heavenly  things ;  aikin^  himfelf  per- 
tinent queflions,  and  refolving  inadent  doubts 
concerning  his  praftice  :  in  fine,  converfing  with 
his  beft  mend  in  devotion-,  with  admiration  and 
love  contemplating  the  divine  pcrfeftions  difplayed 
in  the  works  of  nature,  of  providence,  of  grace ; 
praifing  God  for  his  excellent  benefits  and  mercies ; 
confeffing  his  defeds  and  offences;  deprecatir^ 
wrath  and  impforing  pardon,  with  grace  and  abi- 
lity to  amend ;  praying  for  the  fupply  of  all  his 
wants  ".  All  which  performances  yicki  both  in- 
conceivable benefit  and  inexpreffible  comfort.  So 
that  ibliiude  (that  which  is  to  common  nature  fo 
ofienfive,  to  corrupl  nature  fo  abombablc)  is  to 
the  pious  man  extremely  conamodious  and  com- 
fortable :  which  is  a  great  advantage  peculiar  to 
piety,  and  the  Uft  which  I  (hall  mention. 

So  many,  and  many  more  than  I  can  exprefsi 
vaftly  great  and  precious  advantages  do  accrue  firom 
piety  ;  fo  that  well  may  we  conclude  with  St.  Paul, 
that  Godlinefs  is  profitable  for  all  tbin^s^ 

^  Acq^uiefcit  fibi^  oogitatlonibut  fuis  traditut*  Smi.  Eft.  ^ 
Sapiens  nunquam  folus  elTe  potei)^  habet  fecum  omnes  qm  ff^ai, 
quique  unquam  fuerunt  booi;  et  animuni  Uberam  quoconquc 
vult  trans  fcrt :  quod  corporc  non  poteft,  eo^tatione  coapk^i- 
tur ;  et  il  hominum  inopa  fuerit»  loquitur  cum  Beo.  Nunqwam 
minus  folus  erit^  quam  cum  folus  fuerit.  Hier.  adv,  Jovin.  i.  a8« 

It 
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It  remaineth  that,  if  we  be  wife,  we  (hould,  if  we  S  E  R  M, 
yet  have  it  not  ingrafFed  in  i;s,  labouF  to  accjuire  it ;     xi. , 

if  we  have  it,  that  we  (hould  endeavour  to  improve " 

it,  by  conftant  escercife,  to  the  praife  of  God,  the 
good  of  our  neighbour,  and  our  oWn  comfort. 
Which  that  we  may  efFeftually  perform.  Almighty 
God  in  mercy  vouchfafe,  by  his  grace,  through 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  j  to  \yhon>  for  ever  be  all  §lory 
and  praife.     Amen* 


SERMON 
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SERMON    Xn. 

The  Reward  of  honouring  God, 


I  Sam.  ii.  30. 
For  them  that  honour  me  I  will  honour^  . 


THE  words  are  in  the  ftrifteft  fenfe  the  word  of  s  e  r  M. 
God,  uttered  immediately  by  God  himfelf;  and  xii. 
may  thence  command  from  us  an  e(pecial  attention 
and  regard.  The  hiftory  of  that  which  occafioned 
them  is,  I  prefume,  well  known;  neither  (hall  I  make 
any  defcant  or  refleftion  thereon ;  but  do  take  the 
words  feparately,  as  a  propofition  of  itfelf,  affording 
a  complete  inftruftion  and  ample  matter  of  di^ 
courfe.  And  as  fuch,  they  plainly  imply  two  things  : 
a  duty  required  of  us  to  honour  God ;  and  a  reward 
proffered  to  us,  upon  performance  of  that  duty,  being 
honoured  by  God.  It  is  natural  for  us,  before  we  are 
willing  to  undertake  any  work,  to  confider  the  re- 
ward or  benefit  accruing  from  it ;  and  it  is  neceflary, 
before  we  can  perform  any  duty,  to  underftand  the 
nature  thereof.     To  this  our  method  of  aftion  I 

(haU 
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s  E  R  M,  fhall  fuit  the  method  of  my  difcourfe  ;  firft  cndea- 
XII.    VdUfing  to  eftimate  the  fcwafd,  then  to  explain  th^ 

■  duty.   .  Afterward  I  mean  to  (hew  briefly  why  in 

reafon  the  duty  is  enjoined  i  how  in  effedt  the  re- 
ward is  conferred. 

I.  The  reward  may  be  Confidered  either  abfo- 
lutely,  (as  what  it  is  in  itfelf,)  or  relatively,  (as  to  its 
rife,  and  whence  it  comes.) 

I .  For  itfelf,  it  is  honour  ;  a  thing,  if  valued  ac- 
cording td  the  fit^  it  bears  in  the  common  market, 
of  higheft  price  among  all  the  objedts  of  human  de- 
fire  ;  the  chief  reward  which  the  greateft  adlions  and 
which  the  beft  aftions  do  pretend  unto,  or  are  capa- 
ble of ;  that  which  ufually  bears  moft  fway  in  the 
hearts,  and  hath  ftrongeft  influence  upon  the  lives  of 
men;  the  defire  of  obtaining  and  maintaining  which 
doth  commonly  overbear  other  moft  potent  mclina- 
tions.  The  love  of  pleafure  (loops  thereto  :  for  men, 
to  get  or  keep  reputation,  will  decline  the  moft  plea- 
fant  enjoyments,  will  embrace  tfie  httrdcft  pains.  Yea, 
it  often  prevails  over  the  love  of  life  itfelf,  which  men 
do  not  only  frequently  expofe  to  danger,  but  fome- 
times  devote  to  certain  fois,  for*  its  fake.     If  we  ob- 
'        ferve  what  is  done  in  the  woYld,  we  may  difcern  it 
to  be  the  fource  of  moft  undertakings  therein  ;  that 
It  not  6nly  fnoveth  the  wheels  of  public  aftion,  (that 
not  onfy  for  it  gfesft  princes  contend,  great  armies 
marchy  great  feat  ties  are  fought ;)  but  that  fronl  it 
moft  private  buCnefs  derives  its  life  atid  vigour : 
that  for  honour  efpecially  the' folrfrer  uridergocs  ha:rd- 
ftiip,  toif,  and"  hazard ;  the  fclitilai'  plods  ind  beats 
his  brains ;  the  merchant  runs'  abiout  fo  btlfily,  and 
adventures  fo  far  ;  yea;,  that  fcir  its  fake  the  mcaneft 
labourer  and  artificer  doth  (^end  hi^  fweat,   and 
(tretch  his  (inews.     The  priilcipaf  drift  of  alT  this 
care  and  induftry  (fhe  great  reafon  of  atfl  this  fcufflirig 
for  power,  this  fcafchiiig  for  knowledge,  tliis  fcraping 
and  fcrambling  for  wealth,)  doth  fecrtr  to  be,  that 

men 
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men  wouW  live  in  fgme  credit,  would  raife  themfclvcs  s  b  k  tf  • 
above  contempt  ^  x  1 1 . 

In  fuch  rfqueft,  of  fuch  force,  doth  honour  appear 
to  be*  If  w?  ^xamip^  why,  we  may  find  more  than 
mere  fafhi^n  (or  jputu^l  imitation  and  confent)  to 
grqund  the  ej^perlmept  uppn.  There  i$  one  obvious 
reftfon  why  np  m^an  regard  fliQuId  be  liad  thereto; 
Us  great  convenience  and  ufefulnef?  ;  for  that  a  man 
cannot  bimfelf  live  fafely,  quietly,  or  pleafantly,  with* 
eut  fome  competent;  n^eafore  thereof;  cannot  weU 
ferye  the  public,  perform  pffice^  of  duty  to  hi3  tela- 
tioos,  of  iLindwfs  tQ  his  friends,  of  charity  to  hia 
neighbours,  but  nnder  its  proteftion,  and  with  its 
aid  :  it  being  an  engine  very  requiiite-  for  the  maa 
nftging  any  bufineft,  for  the  eompafling  any  defign, 
^t  leaft  fweetly  and  fmopthfy  -,  it  procuring  to  ua 
many  furtherances  in  our  proceedings,  removing 
divers  obftacle^  out  of  our  way,  guarding  a  man^ 
perfpu  from  offences,  adding  weight  to  his  words* 
putting  an  edge  upnn  his  endeavours  2  for  every  ona 
allows  a  favourable  ear  to  his  difcourfe,  lends  an  af*i 
fifting  hand  tp  his  attenipts,  grants  a  ready  credenco 
to  his  teftimpny?  and  rnakes  a  fair  conftruftion  of  his 
doings,  whpm  he  efteems  and  refpe<5ts.  So  ia  honour 
plainly  valujjDle  an^ng  the  hpH^  tttilidy  as  no  finall 


Xorr^.  Jficr,  Or  at.  a4  Phiiif, 

^prs  tuin  sequUHmo  animo  appethur^  cum  rui3  ie  laudll^ua  viu 
pccidens  confolari  poteft.  C}c,  i.Tufc, 

— Laudis  avidi  pecuniae  libcralcs  crant,  glonam  ingcntcm  divi* 
tias  honedas  volebant ;  hanc  ardentillime  dilexerunt,  propter  hanc 
vivere  voluertint,  pro  hac  et  mori  noa  dubitavcniat.  C^tefas  cupi- 
dy^tM,  bujys  uniuii  ingfoti  cu^i^itate  pxcffienitit.  jhig.  tk  GinK,  Lei, 
Y.  12. 

A»  7S  hfKLTii^m  xa<  0  ff^iros  ^  tJiv  T«ftJ»?  Ig-vt  aiftnd,     Afi/i,  Bth. 

Hqi^PnI  alU  9rte9»  QOiHf  fiiUff^  iBCcndunttu:  ad  ftudia  gloria,  8ca 

Cic.Tufc^aJi.i. 

accommb- 
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s  E  R  M.  accommodation  of  life ;  and  as  fuch,  reafon  approves 
XII.    it  to  our  judgment  P. 

■     But  fearching  farther,  we  fhall  find  the  appetite  of 
honour  to  have  a  deeper  ground,  and  that  it  is  rooted 
even  in  our  nature  itfelf  For  we  may  defcry  it  bud- 
Vidi  ego  etding  forth  in  men*s  firft  infancy  (before  the  ufe  of  rea- 
f^^^eUm-  ^^"»  ^^  fpeech;)  even  little  children  being  ambitious 
tcm  panru-to  be  made  much  of,  maintaining  among  themfelves 
]2^|*^'    petty  emulations  and  competitions,  as  it  were  about 
punftilios  of  honour.     We  may  obferve  it  growing 
with  age,  waxing  bigger  and  ftronger  together  with  the 
increafe  of  wit  and  knowledge,  of  cfvil  culture  and 
experience  ;  that  the  matureft  age  doth  moft  refent 
and  relifli  it ;  that  it  prevails  moft  in  civilized  na* 
tions  ;  that  men  of  the  beft  parts,  of  the  higheft  im- 
provements, of  the  weightieft  employments,  do  moft 
zcaloufly  affeft  it  and  ftand  upon  it ;  that  they  who 
moft  ftrugglc  with  it  do  moft  feel  its  might,  how  dif- 
ficult it  is  to  refift  or  reftrain  it,  how  impoffible  it  is 
to  ftifle  or  extinguifh  it.     For  the  philofopher  with 
all  his  reafons  and  confiderations  cannot  difpute  it 
down,  or  perfuade  it  away ;    the  anchoret  cannot 
with  all  his  aufterities  ftarve  it,  or  by  his  retirement 
Ihun  it :  no  afHiftion,  no  poverty,  no  wretchednefs 
of  condition  can  totally  fupprefs  it.     It  is  a  fpirit, 
that  not  only  haunts  our  courts  and  palaces,  but  frc- 
in  foVitudi-quents  our  fchools  and  cloifters,  yea,  creeps   into 
'^^^JI^'jJ"^ cottages,  into  hofpitals,  into  prifons,  and  even  dogs 
bia!a*Vr,  "men  mto  defarts  and  folitudes  ;  fo  clofe  it  fticks  to 
our  nature.     Plato  fays,  it  is  the  laft  coat  which  a  wife 
man  doth  put  off.    But  I  queftion  whether  he  could 
(hew  us  that  wife  man  who  had  done  it,  or  could 

P  Vide  Hier.  Ep,  ad  Celant. 

Confcientia  nobis  neceifaria  eft,  fama  proxima.  Qui  confcien- 
tia  fidcns,  famam  negligit,  crudclis  eft.    Aug, 

npcc  Xf^ioi  iw^h%%f  i^ya*9t  j|  Ji>{».  Galen, 

Nee  vcro  negligenda  fama  eft  ;  nee  mediocre  telum  ad  res  gc« 
leodas  exiftimare  oportet  benevolentiam  ci viura .    Cic.  cU  Amic. 

Vide  Ckrxf*  torn.  vi.  Orat,  17, 

'  teU 
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tell  us  where  he  dwelt,  except  perhaps  in  his  own  s  E  R  Mi 
Utopian  republic.      For  they  who  moft  pretend  to    xii, 
have  done  it  (who  in  their  difcourfe  moft  vilify  ho-    ■ 
nour ;  who  talk  like  Chrylippus,  that  a  wife  man  for  c*v.  de  Fin. 
reputation  fake  will  not  fo  much  as  ftretch  out  his^* 
finger;  or  like  Seneca,  that  we  fhould  do  every  thing 
purely  for  confcience  fake,  without  any  regard  to 
men's  opinion;  who  make  harangues  and  write  vo- 
lumes againft  glory  *»^  do  yet  appear  by  their  pradtice, 
fometimes,  by  fo  doing,  to  aim  at  it :  even  as  men 
do  ufually  complain  of  and  eagerly  quarrel  with  that 
which  they  moft  affeft  and  woo.  Chryfippus  wrote,  as 
we  are  told,  above  700  books,  moft  of  them  concern- uen. 
ing  logical  quirks,  and  fuch  as  one  can  hardly  imagine 
what  other  drift  he  could  have  in  compofing  them, 
befides  oftentation  of  his  fubtilty  and  fharpnefs  of 
wit.    Seneca,  if  hiftory  do  not  wrong  him,  and  the 
face  of  his  aft  ions  do  not  mifreprefent  him,  was  not 
in  his  heart  exempt  from  a  fpice  of  ambition.    Yea, 
that  excellent  emperor  M.  Aurelius,  who  would  often 
fpeak  like  a  Stoick,  could  not  but  commonly  aft  like 
a  man,  more  by  his  praftice  commending  honour, 
than  he  difparaged  it  in  his  words.  For  ftory  reprefents 
him  very  careful  and  jealous  of  his  credit,  very  dili- 
gent to  prefervo  it  and  to  repair  it '.     TertuUian  calls  Tcrt.  Apoi. 
fuch  philofophers  negotiatores  fama^   merchants  for 
&mc:  and  it  is  perchance  fome  part  of  their  cunning 
in  that  trade,  which  makes  them  ftrive  to  beat  down 
the  price  of  this  commodity,  that  they  may  more 
cafily  engrofs  it  to  themfelves.    However,  experience 
proves  that  fuch    words   are  but     words,    (words 
fpoken  out  of  affeftation  and  pretence,  rather  than 

^  Nihil  opinionis  caufa,  omnia  confcientise  faciam.  Sen.  diV,B. 
Nil  fit  illi  cum  ambitione  fkmaque  commune,  fibi  placeat.  Efiji. 

Ju(tum  eife  gratis  oportet.  Ih, 
Id.  de  Ira,  ill.  41, 

'  £rat  famae  fus  curiofiffimtts^  et  male  loquentium  di^s  vel 
literis  vel  fermone  refpondebat.  Caftt. 

in 
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3  E  R  M-  in  good  carneft  and  according  to  ttuth ;)  that  chdci-^ 
XII.  vours  to  banifh  or  to  ejitirpatc  this  defire  arc  but 

fond  and  fruitlcfs   attempts.     The  reafon  why  b 

clear:  for  it  is  as  if  one  (hould  difpute  againfl  eating 
and  drinking,  or  (hould  labour  to  free  himfelf  from 
hunger  and  thirft  :  the  appetite  of  honour  being  in- 
deed^ as  that  of  food,  innate  unto  us,  fo  as  not  to  be 
quenched  or  fmothered,  except  by  fome  violent  dif- 
tcmper  or  indifpofition  of  mind  *  9  even  by  the  wife 
Author  of  our  nature  originally  implanted  therein, 
for  very  good  ends  and  ufes,  refpedting  both  the 
private  and  public  benefit  of  men  j  as  an  engage- 
ment to  virtue,  and  a  reftraint  from  vice  j  as  an  ex- 
citement of  induflxy,  an  incentive  of  courage,  a  fup- 
port  of  conftancy  in  the  profecution  of  worthy  en- 
terprifes  j  as  a  ferviceablc  mftrument  for  the  confti- 
tution,  confervation,  and  improvement  of  human  fo- 
ciety.  For  did  not  fome  love  of  honour  glow  in 
men's  breafb,  were  that  noble  fpark  quite  extind, 
few  men  probably  would  ftudy  for  honourable  qua- 
lities, or  perform  laudable  deeds  i  there  wotllcl  be 
nothing  to  keep  fome  men  within  bounds  of  modefly 
and  decency,  to  deter  them  from  doing  odious  and 
ugly  things  ;  men,  not  caring  what  others  thought 
AWic  ^' oi- of  them,  would  not  regard  what  tliey  did  them- 
Jrt^^^^^^v^s  }  a  barbarous  iloth,  or  brutifh  ftupidity,  would 
ua.tdcw,  overfpread  the  world,  withdrawing  from  conunon 
Naz,  Carm.  jj£^  ^^^  ^£  j^^  omaments,  much  of  its  convenience  ; 
men  generally  would,  if  not  altogether  fliun  fociety, 
yet  at  leaft  decline  the  cares  and  burthens  requifitc 
to  the  promoting  its  welfare,  for  the  fuftaining  which 
ufually  the  chief  encouragement,  the  main  re- 
compence,  is  this  of  honour.  That  men  therefore 
have  fo  tender  and  delicate  a  fenfe  of  their  reputation, 
(fo  that  touching  it  is  like  pricking  a  nerve,,  as  foon 

•  Ut  quidam  morbo  all  quo  ct  fenf{is  (lupore  fuavitateni  cibi  non 
fintiunt ;  fie  libidinofi,  a¥an^  faciaoio6  vene  laudifi  gulhim  non 
habcnt.  Ck,  Pbiiijf.  2. 

felt. 
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felt,  and  as  fmartly  offenfive,)  is  an  excellent  provi-  s  e  r  m. 
iion  in  nature;  in  regard  whereto  honour  may  pafs    xii. 

among  the  bona  naturaliuy  as  a  good  ncceffary  for  the 

iatisfadtion  of  nature,  and  for  fecuring  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  its  beft  defigns. 

A  moderate  regard  to  honour  is  alfo  commend-  Ncgiigcrc 
able  as  an  inftance  of  humanity  or  good-will  to  men,  qulfqucfcn- 
yea,  as  an  argument  of  humility,  or  a  fober  conceit  *!*^»f^"5an- 
or  ourlelves.     For  to  defire  another  man  s  efteem,  foiuti.  cic 
and  confeqUently  his  love,  (which  in  fome  kind  or*'*^-^^'*- 
degree  is  an  infeparable  companion  of  efteem)  doth 
imply  fomewhat  of  reciprocal  efteem  and  affeftion 
toward  him  j  and  to  prize  the  judgment  of  other 
men  concerning  us  doth  fignify,  that  we  are  not 
overfatisfied  with  our  own. 

We  might  for  its  further  commendation  allege 
the  authority  of  the  more  cool  and  candid  fort  of 
philofophers,  (fuch  as  grounded  their  judgment  of 
things  upon  notions  agreeable  to  common  fenfe  and 
experience ;  who  adapted  their  rules  of  practice  to  ^ 
the  nature  of  man,  fuch  as  they  found  in  the  world, 
not  fuch  as  they  framed  in  their  own  fancies,)  who 
have  ranked  honour  among  the  principal  of  things 
defirable,  and  adorned  it  with  faireft  elogies  ;  term- 
ing it  a  divine  thing,  the  beft  of  exterior  goods, 
the  moft  honeft  fruit  and  moft  ample  reward  of  true 
virtxie  ;  adjudging,  that  to  negleft  the  opinions  of 
men  (efpecially  of  perfons  worthy  and  laudable)  is  a 
fign  of  ftupid  bafenefs,  that  to  contemn  them  is  an 
cffed:  of  unreafonable  haughtinefs ;  reprefenting  the 
love  of  honour  (rightly  grounded  and  duly  mode- 
rated) not  only  as  the  parent  and  guardian  (as  pro- 
ductive and  prefervative)  of  other  virtues,  but  as 
a  virtue  itfelf,  of  no  fmall  magnitude  and  luftre  in 
the  conftellation  of  virtues,  the  virtue  of  generofity^ 

Avir- 

*  eiTor  T»  5  Tif*ij.  Plat,  de  Leg,  iv. 

KoXoy  70X9  woKKaTi  woXta-i  ro  va^AKiMv^fJui  iri>  ^^vrh^Mv  fv^|wcy 
v^  TW9  7oXX«r.     Idem  de  Hep.  xil. 

VOL.  II.  u  Mfyiroi 
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s  E  R  M.  A  virtue,  which  next  to  the  fpirit  of  trae  religion, 
XII.     (next  to  a  hearty  reverence  toward  the  fupreme 

'^  blefled  Goodnefs,  and  that  holy  charity  toward  men, 

which  fpringeth  thence,)  doth  lift  a  man  up  neareft 
to  heaven  i  doth  raife  his  mind  above  the  fordid 
defires,  the  forry  cares,  the  fond  humours,  the  per- 
verfe  and  froward  paflions,  with  which  men  com- 
monly are  pofleffed  and  afted  :  that  virtue,  which 
enflames  a  man  with  courage,  fo  that  he  dares  per- 
form what  reafon  and  duty  require  of  him,  that  he 
difdains  to  do  what  is  bad  or  bafe ;  which  infpires 
him  with  fincerity,  that  he  values  his  honefty  before 
all  other  interefts  and  refpefts,  that  he  abhors  to 
wrong  or  deceive,  to  flatter  or  abufe  any  man,  that 
he  cannot  endure  to  feem  otherwife  than  he  is,  to 
Ipeak  otherwife  than  he  means,  to  adt  otherwife 
than  he  promifes  and  profefles ;  which  endows  him 
with  courtefy,  that  he  is  ready  to  yield  every  man 
his  due  refpeft,  to  afford  any  man  what  help  and 
y  fuccour  he  is  able ;  that  virtue,  which  renders  a  man 
upright  in  all  his  dealings,  and  correfpondent  to  all 
his  obligations ;  a  loyal  (ubjeft  to  his  prince,  and  a 
true  lover  of  his  country,  a  candid  judge  of  perfons 
and  things,  an  earned  favourer  of  whatever  is  good 
and  commendable,  a  faithful  and  hearty  friend,  a 
beneficial  and  ufeful  neighbour,  a  grateful  refcntcr 
and  requiter  of  courtefies,  hofpitable  to  the  ftrangcr, 
bountiful  to  the  poor,  kind  and  good  to  all  the 
world  :  that  virtue,  m  fine,  which  conftitutes  a  man 
of  honour,  who  furely  is  the  befl  man  next  to  a  man 
of  confcience.  Thus  may  honour  be  valued  from 
natural  light,  and  according  to  common  fenfe  ^. 

But 

MiVrw  rZv  \nrli  uyai^m  fi  rtfAri*     Ariji,  Eth.  iv.  3, 

Levis  eft  animi,  juftam  gloriam,  qui  eft  fru6tus  virtutis  honeA 
tiflimus,  repudiate.    Cic.  in  Pif. 

£x  omnibus  pnemib  virtutis  ampliffimum  eft  praemium  gloria^ 
Idem  pro  Mil. 

"  Trahimur  omnes  laudis  ftudio,  ct  optimus  quifquc  maxime 
gloria  ducitur.    Cic.  fro  Arcb. 

Ol 
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But  beyond  all  this,  the  holy  Scripture  (that  mofts'E  rm. 
certain  ftandard,  by  which  we  may  examine  and  de-    xii. 

termine  the  true  worth  of  things)  doth  not  teach  us 

to  flight  honour,  but  rather  in  its  fit  order  and  juft 
meafure  to  love  and  prize  it.  It  indeed  inftrufts 
us  to  ground  it  well ;  (not  upon  bad  qualities  or 
wicked  deeds,  that  is  villainous  madnefs  ;  not  upon 
things  of  a  mean  and  indifferent  nature,  that  is  va- 
nity ;  not  upon  counterfeit  fhews  and  pretences,  that 
is  hypocrify ;  but  upon  real  worth  and  goodnefs, 
that  may  confift  with  modefty  and  fobriety  :)  it  en- 
joins us  not  to  be  immoderate  in  our  defires  thereof, 
or  complacences  therein,  not  to  be  irregular  in  the^ 
purfiiit  or  acquift  of  it  ;  (to  be  fo  is  pride  and  am- 
bition ;)  but  to  affed  it  calmly,  to  purchafe  it  fairly: 
it  direds  us  not  to  make  a  regard  thereto  our  chief 
principle,  not  to  propound  it  as  our  main  end  of 
aAion  :  it  chaises  us  to  bear  contentedly  the  want 
or  iofe  thereof,  (as  of  other  temporal  goods ;)  yea,  in 
fomc  cafes,  for  confcience  fake,  or  for  God's  fervice, 
(that  is,  for  a  good  incomparably  better  than  it,) 
it  obliges  us  willingly  to  proftitute  and  facrifice  it, 
choofing  rather  to  be  infamous  than  impious,  (to  be 
in  difgrace  with  men,  rather  than  in  disfavour  with 
God*:)  it,  in  fine,  commands  us  to  feek  and  em- 
brace itiionly  in  fubordination,  and  with  final  refer- 
ence to  God*s  honour.  Which  diftinftions  and 
cautions  being  provided,  honour  is  reprefented  in 
holy  Scripture  as  a  thing  confiderably  good,  which 
may  be  regarded  without  blame,  which  fometimes 
in  duty  mull  be  regarded.  It  is  there  preferred  be- 
fore other  good  things,  in  themfelves  not  defpicable. 
For,  ji  good  name  is  better'  than  precious  ointment ;  yea,  Eccicf.  \\\. 
A  good  name  is  rather  to  he  chofen  than  great  riches,^^)^^  ^^^jj 

I. 

0»  xP^Urrtf  jtoi  «rpaKTi«oi,  plaudhlc  and  z&irt  men  do,  faith  Art- 
ilotle,  place  happinefs  in  honour.    Etb.  i.  4. 

*  Non  vis  cflc  juftus  line  gloria  ?  at  mehercule  fepc  juflus  ede 
dcbes  cum  infamia.    Sm,  Eftfi.  cxiii. 

u  2  faith 
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SERM. faith  the  Wife  Man.     It  is  called  a  gift  of  God: 

XII.     for,  There  is  a  many  faith  the  Preacher,  to  whom  God 

■  hath  given  riches  and  hoHot&.     Yea,  not  only  a  fimple 

Ecxicf.vi.z.gift^  but  a  bleffing,  conferred  in  kindnefs,  as  a  rc- 

Prov.  xxii*  ward  and  encouragement  of  goodnefs:  for.  By  bumi- 

^  lity  and  the  fear  o/theLordyfsiith  he  again,  areriches  and 

honour.   Whence  it  is  to  be  acknowledged  as  an  efpc- 

cial  benefit,  and  a  fit  ground  of  thankfgiving ;  as  is 

pfai.xxi.5*pra6lifed  by  the  Pfalmiftin  his  royal  hymn:  Honour y 

faith  he,  and  majejiy  haft  thou  laid  upon  him.    Wifdom 

prov.iii.  i6.alfo  is  defcribed  unto  us  bearing  in  her  left  hand  riches 

and  homur :  and  Wildom  furely  will  not  take  into  any 

hand  of  hers,  or  hold  therein,  what  is  worth  nothing. 

No  :  we  are  therefore  moved  to  procure  her,  becaufe 

Prov.  iv.  8j  exalting  her y  f/ie  Jlmll  promote  us. She  Jhall  give  unto 

^'  our  head  an  ornament  of  grace y  a  crown  of  glory  Jhall  fhe 

deliver  to  us.     We  are  alfo  enjoined  to  render  ho- 
nour as  the  beft  expreffion  of  good-will  and  gratitude 
toward  them  who  beft  deferve  in  themfelves,  or.moft 
deferve  of  us ;  to  our  prince,  to  our  parents,  to  our 
iPct.ii.i7.priefts,  efpecially  to  fuch  of  them  as  govern  and  teach 
iTim.v.3.^^^y^   to  all  good    men;    {Have  fuch  in  reputationy 
Phii.ii.  29.  fays  the  Apoftle.)     And  were  not  honour  a  good 
thing,  fuch  injunftiohs  would  be  unreafonable.  Yea, 
becaufe  we  arc  obliged  to  bear  good  will  toward  all 
iPct.ii.i;,men,  St.  Peter  bids  us  to  honour  all  me)^    From 
hence  alfo,  that  we  are  efpecially  bound  to  render  ho- 
Ariftoti      nour  unto  God  himfelf,  we  may  well  infer  with  An* 
Eih.  IV.  3.  j^-Q^ig^  (ijat  honour  is  the  heft  thing  in  our  power  to  offer. 
To  thefe  confiderations  may  be  added,  that  we  arc 
Rom.  xiii.  commanded  to  walk  fuVx;ni^oy«f  (^decently y  or  fpeci- 
'^'  oufly,  which  implies  a  regard  to  men's  opinion);  to 

Rom.  xii.  provide  things  honejl  in  the  fight  of  all  men  (ra  x«xa, 
'^*  that  is,  not  only  things  good  in  fubftance,  but  goodly 

ipct.ii.ii.in  appearance);  to  have  our  converfation  hone  ft  before 
the  Gentiles  (xaX^K,  again,  that  is,  fair,  or  comely,  and 
plaufible,  fuch  as  may  commend  us  and  our  pro- 
feffion  to  the  judgment  of  them  who  obferve  us). 
Phil  iv.  8.  St.  Paul  alfo  exhorts  us  to  mindy  not  only  what  things 

are 
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are  irtie^  are  juji^  are  pttre^  but  alfo  oo-a  (rijxka  {what-s  E  R  m. 
ever  things  me  venerable ^  or  apt  to  beget  refped),  o<r(x,    xii. 
wfotr^iXri  {whatever  things  are  lovely ^  or  gracious  in 
men's  eyes  and  efteem),  oira  cu^n/Aa  {whatever  things 
are  zvell  report  ed^  or  well  reputed  of).    He  requires  us 
not  only  tf  there  be  any  virtue  (any  thing  very  good  in 
itfelf),  but,  iftheie  be  any  praife  (any  thing  much  ap- 
proved in  common  efteem),  that  we  (hould  mindfuch 
things.   Laftly,  the  bleffed  ftate  hereafter  (the  higheft 
inftance  of  divine  bounty,  the  complete  reward  of 
goodnefs)  is  reprefented  and  recommended  to  us  as  a 
ftate  of  honour  and  glory,  to  be  ambitious  whereof 
is  the  charafter  of  a  good  man.    To  every  many  faith  Rom.  w.  €, 
St.  Paul,  Jhall  God  render  according  to  his  works  :  to'^' 
tbeniy  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well  doings  Jeek  for 
glory y  and  honour y  and  immortality y  eternal  life. 

Such  is  the  reward  propounded  to  us  in  itfelf ;  no 
vile  or  contemptible  thing,  but,  upon  various  ac- 
counts, much  valuable ;  that  which  the  common  ap- 
prehenfions  of  men,  plain  didlates  of  reafon,  a  predo- 
minant inftinft  of  nature,  the  judgments  of  very  wife 
men,  and  divine  atteftation  itfelf  confpire  to  com- 
mend unto  us  as  very  confiderable  and  precious. 
Such  a  reward  our  text  prefcribes  us  the  certain,  the 
only  way  of  attaining. 

2.  Such  a  benefit  is  here  tendered  to  us  (that 
which  yet  more  highly  commends  it,  and  exceed- 
ingly enhances  its  worth)  by  God  himfelf :  /,  faith 
he,  w/7/  honour.  It  is  fan6tified  by  coming  from  his 
holy  hand  ;  it  is  dignified  by  following  his  moft  wife 
and  juft  difpofal  ^  it  is  fortified  and  affured  by  de- 
pending on  his  unqueftionable  word,  and  uncon- 
trollable power :  who,  as  he  is  the  prime  Author  of 
all  good,  fo  he  is  in  efpecial  manner  the  fovereign 
difpenfer  of  honour.  The  kingy  we  fay,  is  the  fountain 
of  honour.  What  any  king,  as  the  reprefentative  and 
delegate  of  God,  is  in  his  particular  kingdom,  that  is 
Almighty  God  abfolutely  and  independently  in  all 
the  world.    Both  riches  and  honoury  faid  good  kingichron. 

U3  David,""-^^ 
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s  E  R  M.David,  come  of  thee^  for  thou  ruleji  over  all:  in  thine 
XII.  hand  is  power  and  might ;  in  thine  hand  it  is  to  make 
great,  and  to  give  Jhength  unto  all.  He  whofe  grants 
are  in  efFeft  only  fure  and  valid,  whofe  favours  only 
do  in  the  end  turn  to  good  account,  he  freely  offas, 
us  mod  defirable  preferment :  he  doth  himfelf  gra- 
cioufly  hold  forth  moft  authentic  patents,  by  virtue 
of  which  we  may  all  become  right  honourabky  and 
perfom  of  quality  indeed  ;  having  not  only  the  names 
and  titles,  the  outward  enfigns  and  badges  of  dignity 
(fuch  as  earthly  princes  confer),  but  the  fubftantial 
reality,  the  affured  enjoyment  thereof.  (For  man 
can  only  impofe  law  upon  tongues  and  geftures ;  God 
alone  commandeth  and  inclineth  hearts,  wherein  ho- 
nour chiejfiy  refideth.)  He  offers  it,  I  fay,  moft  free- 
ly indeed,  yet  not  absolutely  :  he  doth  not  go  to  fell 
it  for  a  price,  yet  he  propounds  it  under  a  condition, 
as  a  moft  juft  and  equal,  fo  a  very  gentle  and  cafy 
condition.  It  is  but  an  exchange  of  honour  for  ho- 
nour ;  of  honour  from  God,  which  is  a  free  gift,  for 
honour  from  us,  which  is  a  juft  duty ;  of  honour 
from  him  our  fovereign  Lord,  for  honour  from  us 
his  poor  vafTals ;  of  honour  from  the  moft  high  Ma- 
jefty  of  heaven,  for  honour  from  us  vile  worms, 
creeping  upon  the  earth.  Such  an  overture  one 
would  think  it  not  only  reafonable  to  accepf,  but 
impoffible  to  refiife.  For  can  any  man  dare  not  to 
honour  invincible  power,  infallible  wifdom,  inflexible 
juftice  ?  Will  any  man  forbear  to  honour  immenfc 

?joodnefs  and  bounty  ?  Yes,  it  feems  there  are  men 
o  mad,  lis  to  rejeft  fo  fair  an  offer ;  fo  bad,  as  to 
ncgleft  fo  equal  a  duty.  Let  us  therefore  confidcr, 
what  it  is  that  is  here  required  of  us,  or  wherein  this 
honouring  of  God  confifts,  that  we  may  thereby  dif- 
cern  when  we  perform  this  duty,  when  we  are  defi- 
cient therein. 

II.  There  are  feveral  ways  of  honouring  God,  or 
feveral  parts  and  degrees  of  this  duty ,  all  which  we 
may  refer  to  two  forts,  conceiving  the  duty  as  a  com- 
pound, 
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pound,  made  up  of  two  main  ingredients   (corre-  s  e  r  m, 
fpondent  to  thofe  two  parts  in  which  they  refide,    xii. 
and  of  which  our  nature  confifts  ;  which  diftinftion— — 
St.  Paul  fuggefteth,  when  he  faith,  Glorify  God  in  your  i  Cor.\i. 
iody,  and  in  your  fpiritj  which  are  God^s),  one  of  them  **^' 
bebg,  as  it  were,  the  form  and  foul,  the  other  as  the 
matter  and  body  of  the  duty. 

I.  The  foul  of  that  honour  which  is  required  of  us 
toward  God,  is  that  internal  efteem  and  reverence, 
which  we  (hould  bear  in  our  hearts  towards  him  5 
importing  that  we  have  imprcfled  upon  our  minds 
fuch  conceptions  about  him  as  are  worthy  of  him, 
fuitable  to  the  perfection  of  his  nature,  to  the  cmi- 
nency  of  his  ftate,  to  the  juft  quality  of  his  works 
and  aftions ;  that  we  apprehend  him  to  be,  what  he 
really  is,  in  his  nature,  fuperlatively  good,  wife,  pow- 
erful, holy,  and  juft  ;  that  we  afcribe  unto  him  the 
production  and  confervation  of  all  beings,  together 
with  an  entire  fuperintendency  over,  and  abfolute 
difpofal  of,  all  events ;  that  we  conceive  ourfelves 
obliged  to  fubmit  unto,  and  acquiefce  in,  all  his 
difpenfations  of  providence,  as  moft  wife  and  moft 
righteous ;  to  rely  upon  the  declarations  of  his  mind 
(whether  in  way  of  aflertion  or  promife),  as  infallibly 
true  and  certain.  In  fuch  afts  of  mind  the  honour- 
ing of  God  doth  primarily  confift.  In  afts,  I  fay ;  not 
in  fpeculative  opinions  concerning  the  divine  excel- 
lencies (fuch  as  all  men  have,  who  are  not  downright 
atheifts  or  infidels),  floating  in  the  fancy,  or  dormant 
in  the  mind ;  but  in  continually  prefent,  lively,  ef.- 
feftual  afts  of  apprehenfion  and  judgment,  finking 
down  into  the  heart  and  afTeftions,  and  quickening 
them  to  a  congruous,  real  performance.  Such  an 
apprehenfion  of  God's  power,  as  fhall  make  us  to 
dread  his  irrefiftible  hand,  fhall  caufe  us  to  defpair  of 
profpering  in  bad  courfes,  fhall  difpofe  us  to  confide 
m  him,  as  able  to  perform  whatever  he  wills  us  to 
cxpeft  from  him  :  fuch  an  opinion  of  his  wifdom,  as 
(hall  keep  us  from  queftioning  whether  that  is  beft 

u  4  which 
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s  E  R  M.  which  God  declares  to  be  fo;  as  (hall  hinder  us  from 
XII.  prefuming  (in  compliance  with  oxxr  own  (hallow  rea-r 
I  fon,  or  vain  fancy)  to  do  any  thing  againft  God's 
judgment  and  advice  :  fuch  a  conceit  of  God's  juf- 
tice,  as  (hall  render  us  careful  to  perform  what  his 
law  promifes  to  reward,  and  fearful  to  commit  what 
it  threatens  to  punifh  :  fuch  a  perfuafion  concerning 
God's  goodnefs,  as  (hall  kindle  in  us  an  hearty  affec- 
tion toward  him,  (hall  make  us  very  fenfible  of  his 
bounty,  and  ready  to  yield  returns  of  duty  and  gra- 
titude unto  him ;  as  (hall  prefer ve  us  from  being  dif- 
truftful  of  his  Providence,  or  doubtful  in  our  need 
and  diftrefs  of  finding  relief  from  him  :  fuch  a  vigo- 
rous and  fruitful  efteem  of  God  in  all  refpefts,  as 
ihall  produce  in  us  difpo(itions  of  mind,  and  actions 
of  life,  agreeable  to  our  various  relations  and  obliga- 
tions to  him;  becoming  us  as  his  creatures  and  chil- 
dren, as  his  fubjedts  and  fervants.  This  is  indeed  the 
foul  of  the  duty,  which  being  abfent,  all  exterior, 
how  fpecious  Ibever,  either  profeflTions  or  perform- 
ances, are  but  as  piftures,  having  in  them  fomewhat 
of  refemblance  in  fhape  and  colour,  nothing  of  life  : 
yea  rather  as  carcafes,  not  only  dead  and  fenfelefs, 

)^att.xv.8.but  rotten  and  filthy  in  God's  fight.  This  people^ 
faith  God,  do  honour  me  with  their  lips ^  but  their  heart 
is  far  from  me.  Such  honour  is  indeed  no  honour  at 
all,  but  impudent  abufe  and  profane  mockery  :  for 
what  can  be  more  abominably  vain,  than  for  a  man 
to  court  and  cajole  him  who  knows  his  whole  heart, 
who  fees  that  he  either  minds  not,  or  means  not  what 
he  fays  ?  It  behoves  us  therefore  by  all  proper  means, 
by  contemplating  the  works  and  aftions  of  God,  (his 
admirable  works  of  nature,  the  wife  proceedings  of 
his  providence,  the  glorious  difpenfations  of  his  grace) 
by  meditating  on  his  word,  by  praying  for  his  grace, 
by  obl'erving  his  law  and  will,  to  raife  up  in  our 
hearts,  to  foment  and  cherifli  this  internal  reverence, 
which  is  the  true  fpring  of  all  piety,  the  principle 
which  forms  and  aduates  that  other  fort,  coming 

next 
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next  to  be  touched  on,  being  the  body  of  our  due  s  e  k  m, 
honour  to  God  ;  concurring  in  its  order  to  the  inte-    xii. 
grity  thereof,  as  without  which  the  interior  part  would 
be  a  kind  of  ghoft,  too  thin  in  fubftance,  too  remote 
from  fenfe,  too  deflitute  of  good  fruit  and  ufe. 

2.  This  bodily  part  confifts  in  outward  expreffions 
and  performances,  whereby  we  declare  our  efteem 
and  reverence  of  God,  and  produce  or  promote  the 
like  in  others.  For  our  thus  honouring  God  refpefts 
thofe  two  ends  and  efFcfts,  the  uttering  our  own,  the 
exciting  in  others  a  reverence  toward  him.  And  it 
we  may  firft  view  in  the  general,  or  grofs  bulk 
thereof  i  then  furvey  its  principal  members. 

Firft,  in  general,  God  is  honoured  by  a  willing  and 
careful  practice  of  all  piety  and  virtue  for  confciencc 
fake,  or  in  avowed  obedience  to  his  holy  will.  This 
is  the  moft  natural  expreffion  of  our  reverence  toward 
him,  and  the  moft  effeftual  way  of  promoting  the 
fame  in  others.  A  fubjeft  cannot  better  demonftrate 
the  reverence  he  bears  toward  his  prince,  than  by 
(with  a  cheerful  diligence)  obfervinghis  laws;  for  by 
fo  doing  he  declares  that  he  acknowledgeth  the  au- 
thority, and  rcvereth  the  majefty,  which  enadted  them ; 
that  he  approves  the  wifdom  which  devifed  them, 
and  the  goodnefs  which  defigned  them  for  public  be- 
nefit ;  that  he  dreads  his  prince's  power,  which  can 
maintain  them,  and  his  juftice,  which  will  vindicate 
them ;  that  he  relies  upon  his  fidelity,  in  making 
good  what  of  protedion  or  of  recompence  he  pro- 
pounds to  the  obfervers  of  them.  No  lefs  pregnant 
a  fignification  of  our  reverence  toward  God  do  we 
yield  in  our  gladly  and  ftriftly  obeying  his  laws; 
thereby  evidencing  our  fubmiflion  to  God's  fovereign 
authority,  our  efteem  of  bis  wifdom  and  goodnefs, 
our  awfiil  regard  to  his  power  and  juftice,  our  confi- 
dence in  him,  and  dependence  upon  his  word.  As 
alfo  the  praftice  of  wholefome  laws,  vifibly  produc- 
ing good  fruits  (peace  and  profperity  in  the  common- 
w^th),  doth  conciliate  refpeft  unto  the  prince,  he 

thereby 
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s  E  R  M,  thereby  appearing  wife  and  good,  able  to  difcern,  and 
XII.    willing  to  choofe  what  confers  to  public  benefit :  fo 
■■  1  actions  conformable  to  the  divine  law,  being  (by 

God's  wife  and  gracious  difpofal)  both  in  themfelves 
comely  and  lovely,  and  in  efFeft,  as  St.  Paul  faith, 
Tit.iii. «.  good  and  profitable  to  men^  conducing  indeed  not  only 
DcSt.'xii'a."^^  private,  but  alfo  to  public  welfare,  to  the  render- 
ing human  fociety  comfortable,  to  the  fettling  and 
fecuring  common  tranquillity,  the  performance  of 
them  muft  needs  bring  great  commendation  to  the 
author  and  ordainer  of  them.     By  obferving  them 
iPct.  ii.  9.we  (hall,  as  St.  Peter  fpeaks,  y^/ /or/i&  the  virtues  of 
him  that  called  us  to  fuch  a  praftice.    The  light  aiid 
luftre  of  good  works,  done  in  regard  to  divine  com- 
mand, will  caufe  men  to  fee  clearly  the  excellencies 
of  our  moft  wife  and  gracious  Lord;  will  confe- 
Matt.v.  i6.quently  induce  and  excite  them  to  glorify  our  Father 
Joh.  XV.  8.  which  is  in  heaven.    In  thisy  faith  our  Saviour,  is  my 
Father  glorified^  if  you  bear  much  fruit.    The  goodli- 
nefs  to  the  -fight,  the  pleafantnefe  to  the  tafte,  which 
is  ever  perceptible  in  thofe  fruits  which  genuine  piety 
beareth,  the  beauty  men  fee  in  a  calm  mind  and 
a  fober  converfation,  the  fweetnefs  they  tafte  from 
works  of  juftice  and  charity,  will  certainly  produce 
veneration  to  the  dodtrine  which  teacheth  fuch  things, 
and  to  the  authority  which  enjoins  them.     It  is  an 
Bom.  ii.  23.  aggravation  of  impiety,  often  infifted  upon  in  Scrip- 
2 'w^i.  ture,  that  it  flurs,  as  it  were,  and  defemes  God,  brings 
H.  reproach  and  obloquy  upon  him,  caufes  his  name  to 

E^ck."  ^    be  profaned,  to  be  curfed,  to  be  blafphemed  :  and  it 
xxxvi.  10.  js  anfwerably  a  commendation  of  piety,  thjit  by  the 
practice  thereof  we  (not  otily  procure  many  great  ad- 
vantages to  ourfelves,  many  bleffings  and  comforts 
here,  all  joys  and  felicities  hereafter;  but  do  alfo 
Eph.  iv.  1.  thereby)  beget  efteem  to  God  himfelf,  and  fan<ftify 
Coi!'i!*io!*  ^^^  ever-bleffed  name;  caufe  him  to  be  regarded  and 
I  Thcf.  ii.  reverenced,  his  name  to  be  praifed  and  bleffed  among 
Rom.  xii.   ^^^'     I^  >5  t>y  exemplary  piety,  by  providing  things 
»7.  honef  in  the  fight  of  all  men,  by  doing  things  honour- 

able 
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able  and  laudable  (fuch  are  all  things  which  Gods  e  R  m, 
hath  been  pleafed  to  command  us),  that  we  (hall  be    xii, 

fure  to  fulfil  that  precept  of  St.  Paul,  of  doing  all 

things  to  the  glory  of  God  ^y  which  is  the  body  of  that*^'-*-^*' 
duty  we  fpeak  of. 

Secondly,  But  there  are,  deferving  a  particular  in- 
fped:ion,  fome  members  thereof,  which  in  a  peculiar 
and  eminent  manner  do  conftitute  this  honour ;  fome 
afts  which  more  fignally  conduce  to  the  illuftration 
of  God's  glory.     Such  are, 

1.  The  frequent  and  conftant  performance  (in  a 
ferious  and  reverent  manner)  of  all  religious  duties, 
or  devotions  immediately  addrefled  to  God,  or  con- 
verfant  about  him  :  that  which  the  Pfalmift  ftyles. 
Giving  the  Lord  the  honour  due  to  his  name^  worfhippingV(i\,  xxxx. 
ibe  Lord  in  the  beauty  ofholinefs.  *• 

2.  Ufing  all  things  peculiarly  related  unto  God, 
his  holy  name,  his  holy  word,  his  holy  places  (the 
places  where  his  honour  dwelleth)^  his  holy  times  (rcli-^^"^V 
gious  fails  and  feftivities),  with  efpecial  refpeft.  ifa.  iviu. 

3.  Yielding  due  obfervance  to  the  deputies  andj^^^  j^jj. 
minifters  of  God  (both  civil  and  ecclefiaftical)  as 4. 
fuch,  or  becaufe  of  their  relation  to  God  :  the  doing ^li;^^/^;,^ 
of  which  God  declares  that  he  interprets  and  accepts  7. 

as  done  unto  himfelf.  ^^nl^' 

4.  Freely  fpending  what  God  hath  given  us  (out  20. 

of  refpcft  unto  him)  in  works  of  piety,  charity,  and  ^3^^'*  '** 
mercy  ;  that  which  the  Wife  Man  calk,  honouring  thevroy,  \\u  9. 
Lord  with  our  fubftance.  **^-  3>- 

5.  All  penitential  afts,  by  which. we  fubmit  unto 
God,  and  humble  ourfelves  before  him.    (As  Achan, 

by  confeffing  of  his  fin,  is  faid  to  give  glory  to  theJoihMUg^ 
Lord  God  of  I/rael.)  f^'^^'"' 

6.  Cheerhil   undergoing  afHiftions,  loffes,    dif- 
graces,  for  the  profeffion  of  God's  truth,  or  for  obe- 
dience to  God's  commands.    (As  St.  Peter  is  faid  ^johnxxi. 
his  deathy  fuffered  upon  fuch  accounts,  to  glorify  God.)  *^' 

Thefe  fignal  inftances  of  this  duty  (reprelented  as 
fuch  in  holy  Scripture)  for  brevity's  fake  I  pafs  over; 

craving 
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s  £  R  M.  craving  leave  only  to  confider  one,  moft  pertinent  to 
XII.    our  prefent  bufinefs,  and  indeed  a  very  comprehcn* 

'  five  one  ;  which  is  this  : 

7.  We  fhall  efpecially  honour  Gody  by  difcbarging 
faithfully  thofe  offices  which  God  hath  intrufted  us 
-  with ;  by  improving  diligently  thofe  talents  which 
God  hath  committed  to  us ;  by  ufing  carefully  thofe 
means  and  opportunities  which  God  hath  vouch^ 
fafed  us,  of  doing  him  fervice,  and  promoting  his 
^ory.  Thus  he  to  whom  God  hath  given  wealth,  if 
he  expend  it  (not  to  the  nourifhment  of  pride  and 
luxury,  not  only  to  the  gratifying  his  own  pleafure  or 
humour,  but)  to  the  furtherance  of  God's  honour, 
or  to  the  fuccour  of  his  indigent  neighbour  (in  any 
pious  or  charitable  way),  he  doth  tliereby  in  efpecial 
manner  honour  God.  He  alfo  on  whom  God  hath 
beftowcd  wit  and  parts,  if  he  employ  them  (not  fo 
much  in  contriving  projefts  to  advance  his  own  petty 
interefts,  or  in  procuring  vain  applaufe  to  himfelf,  as) 
in  advantageoufly  fctting  forth  God's  praife,  hand- 
fomely  recommending  goodnefs,  dexteroufly  engag- 
ing men  in  ways  of  virtue  (doing  which  things  is  true 
wit  and  excellent  policy  indeed),  he  doth  thereby  re- 
markabjy  honour  God.  He  likewife  that  hath  ho- 
nour conferred  upon  him,  if  he  fubordinate  it  to 
God's  honour,  if  he  ufe  his  own  credit  as  an  inftru- 
ment  of  bringing  credit  to  goodnefs,  thereby  adorn- 
ing and  illuftrating  piety,  he  by  fo  doing  doth  emi- 
nently praftife  this  duty.  The  like  may  be  faid  of 
any  other  good  quality,  any  capacity  or  advantage  of 
doing  good  \  by  the  right  ufe  thereof  we  honour 
God :  for  that  men,  beholding  the  worth  of  fuch 
good  gifts,  and  feeling  the  benefit  emergent  from 
them,  will  be  apt  to  blefs  the  donor  of  them  ;  as  did 
they  in  the  Gofpel,  who,  feeing  our  Saviour  cure  the 

Matt.  ix.  8.paraly tic  man,  did  prefently  glorify  Gody  who  bad 
given  fuch  power  unto  men.  But  efpecially  they  to 
whom  power  and  authority  is  committed,  as  they 
have  the  chief  capacity,  fo  they  are  under  an  efpecfal 

obli- 
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obligation  thus  to  honour  God  :  they  are  particu-  s  £  r  m« 
larly  concerned  to  hear  and  obferve  that  royal  pro-     xu. 
clamation,  Give  unto  the  Lordy  O  yt  mighty ^  give  unta* 


the  Lord  glory  and  J{rength\  give  unto  the  Lord  the  ho-^^^^'- 
mur  due  umo  his  name.  When  fuch  perfons  (like  King  ' 
Nebuchadnezzar  returned  to  his  right  fenfes)  do  fe- Dan.  iv.  34. 
rioufly  acknowledge  their  power  and  eminency  de- J^JjJ'^jJjg^^ 
rived  from  God  alone ;  when  they  profefs  fubjedion  and  praifcd 
unto  him,  and  exprefs  it  in  their  pra<5tice,  not  only*"^^^' 
driving  others  by  their  power,  but  drawing  them  byhim,&c. 
their  example,  to  piety  and  goodnefs ;  when  they 
caufe  God's  name  to  be  duly  worlhipped,  and  his 
laws  to  be  ftridlly  obferved  ;  when  they  favour  and 
encourage  virtue,  difcourage   and  chaftife  wicked- 
nefs ;  when  they  take  care  that  juftice  be  impartially 
adminiflered,  innocence  proteifbed,  neceflity  relieved, 
all  iniquity  and  opprefSon,  all  violence  and  diforder, 
yea,  fo  much  as  may  be,  all  afflidion  and  wretched- 
nefs  be  prevented,  or  removed  s  when  they  by  all 
means  ftrive  to  promote  both  the  fervice  of  God, 
and  the  happinefe  of  men  [difpenjing  equally  and  be-  Matt.  xxi?. 
jiignly  to  the  family  over  which  their  Lord  hath  fet  '^^' 
them,  their  meat  in  due  feafon ;  providing  that  men 
under  them  may  live  a  peaceable  and  quiet  life^  in  all iTXm.n, 2. 
godlinefs  and  hotie^y,  doing  which  is  the  bufinefs  al- 
lotted to  them,  the  intereft,  as  it  were,  of  God, 
which  he  declares  himfelf  concernedly  to  tender,  and 
by  their  miniftry  to  profecute) ;  when  they  carefully 
do  fuch  things,  then  do  they  indeed  approve  them-^ 
felves  worthy  honourers  of  their  high  Mafter  and 
heavenly  King ;  then  do  they  truly  aft  God's  part, 
and  reprefent  his  perfon  decently.  When  the  aftions 
of  thefe  vifible  gods  are  fo  divinely  good  and  bene- 
ficial, men  will  be  eafily  induced,  yea,  can  hardly  for- 
bear to  reverence  and  magnify  the  invifible  Founder 
of  their  authority.     By  fo  doing,  as  they  will  fet  be- 
fore men's  eyes  the  beft  pattern  of  loyalty  ;  as  they 
will  imprefs  upon  men's  hearts  the  ftrongeft  argu- 
ment for  obedience  and  refpeft  toward  themfelves ; 

as 
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s  E  R  M.as  they  (hall  both  more  plainly  inform  and  more  ef- 
XII.    feftually  perfuade  people  to  the  performance  of  their 
■  duty  unto  them,  than  by  all  the  law  and  all  the  force 

in  the  world ;  as  they  will  thereby  confequently  beft 
fecure  and  maintain  their  own  honour,  and  their  own 
welfare  (for  men  will  never  be  heartily  loyal  and  ftib- 
miffive  to  authority,  till  they  become  really  good  ; 
nor  will  they  ever  be  very  good,  till  they  fee  their 
leaders  fuch) :  fo  they  will  together  greatly  advance 
the  praife  and  glory  of  him  in  whofe  name  they  rule, 
to  whofe  favour  they  owe  their  power  and  dignity ; 
Dan.  V.  22.in  whofe  handy  as  the  Prophet  faith,  is  their  breathy  and 
whofe  are  all  their  ways.     For  all  men  will  be  ready 
moft  awfully  to  dread  him,  unto  whom  they  fee 
princes  themfelves  humbly  to  ftoop  and  bow;  no 
man  will  be  afliamed  or  unwilling  to  ferve  him,  whom 
he  fhall  obferve  that  his  lords  and  governors  do  con- 
cern themfelves  to  worfliip :  the  world  cannot  but 
have  a  good  opinion  of  him,  a  participation  of  whofe 
power  and  majefty  yields  fuch  excellent  fruits  ;  it  will 
not  fail  to  adore  him,  whofe  lliadows  and  images  are 
fo  venerable.     It  is  a  moft  notorious  thing,  both  to 
reafon  and  in  experience,  what  extreme  advantage 
great  perfons  have,  efpecially  by  the  influence  of  their 
praftice,  to  bring  God  himfelf,  as  it  were,  into  cre- 
dit: how  much  it  is  in  their  power  eafily  to  render 
piety  a  thing  in  fafliion  and  requeft.     For  in  what 
thev  do,  they  never  are  alone,  or  are  ill  attended  i 
whither  they  go,  they  cairy  the  world  along  with 
them  :  they  lead  crowds  of  people  after  them,  as  well 
when  they  go  in  the  right  way,  a$  when  they  run 
aftray.    The  cuftom  of  living  well,  no  lefs  than  other 
modes  and  garbs,  will  be  foon  conveyed  and  propa- 
gated from  the  court ;  the  city  and  country  will  rea- 
dily draw  good  manners  thence  (good  manners  truly 
fo  called,  not  only  fuperficial  forms  of  civility,  but 
real  pradices  of  goodnefs).    For  the  main  body  erf" 
men  goeth  not  qua  eundumyfed  qua  itur^  not  according 
to  rules  and  reafons,  but  after  examples  and  autho- 
rities ; 
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rities ;  efpecially  of  great  perfons,  who  are  like  ftars,  s  e  R  M. 
ftining  in  high  and  confpicuous  places,  by  which  men     xii. 

fteer  their  courfe  ;  their  adtions  are  to  be  reckoned s- 

not  as  fingle  or  folitary  ones,  but  are  like  their  per- 
fons, of  a  public  and  reprefentative  nature,  involving 
the  praftice  of  others,  who  are  by  them  awed,  or 
Qiamed  into  compliance.  Their  good  example  efpe- 
cially hath  this  advantage,  that  men  can  find  no  ex- 
cufe,  can  have  no  pretence  why  they  (hould  not 
follow  it.  Piety  is  not  only  beautified,  but  fortified 
by  their  dignity ;  it  not  only  (hines  in  them  with  a 
clearer  luftre,  but  with  a  mightier  force  and  influence : 
a  word,  a  look  (the  leaft  intimation)  fi-om  them  wiU 
do  more  good,  than  others*  bed  eloquence,  cleareft 
reafon,  moft  earned  endeavours.  For  it  is  in  them^ 
if  they  would  ^pply  themfelves  to  it,  as  the  wifeft 
prince  implies,  io  fcatter  iniquity  wiib  their  eyes.  AProv.".t. 
fmile  g[  theirs  were  able  to  enliven  virtue,  and  dif- 
fiife  it  all  about ;  a  fi-own  might  fufBce  to  mortify 
and  diflipate  wickednefs.  Such  apparently  is  their 
power  of  honouring  God  ;  and  in  proportion  thereto 
iurely  great  is  their  obligation  to  do  it :  of  them  pe- 
culiarly God  expefts  it,  and  all  equity  exafts  it. 
What  the  meaner  rank  of  fervants  (who  are  em- 
ployed in  bafer  drudgeries,  whofe  fare  is  more  coarfe, 
whofe  wages  are  more  fcant,  who  (land  at  greater 
diftanCe  from  their  Lord,  and  receive  no  fuch  ample 
or  exprcfs  marks  of  his  favour,  what  thefe)  do  is  of 
feme  confequence  indeed,  but  doth  not  import  fo 
much  to  the  mafter's  reputation ;  their  good  word 
concerning  him,  their  good  carriage  toward  him  doth 
not  credit  him  fo  much.  But  thofe  whom  he  em- 
ploys in  matters  of  higheft  truft  and  importance  to 
his  affairs,  whom  he  places  in  the  neareft  degree  to 
himfelf  (feats  even  in  his  own  throne,  upon  his  own 
tribunal),  whom  he  feeds  plentifully  and  daintily, 
maintains  in  a  handfome  garb,  allows  largely,  as  their 
deportment  doth  much  refleft  on  their  Lord's  efteem, 
as  they  are  highly  capable  of  advancing  his  repute  -, 

fo 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


304  72>^  Reward  of  honouring  Gdd. 

s  E  R  M.  fo  all  the  rules  of  ingenuity  and  gratitude,  all  the 
xn.    laws  of  juftice  and  equity  do  oblige  them  earneftly 
to  endeavour  it.    And  it  is  indeed  no  lefs  their  con- 
cernment to  do  fo.     For  if  there  be  diforders,  preju- 
dicial to  the  maftefs  honour  and  intereft,  firequently 
committed  in  the  family,  it  is  thofe  fervants  muft  be 
refponfible  :  if  due  order  be  there  kept  to  his  glory 
and  advantage,  they  fliajl  chiefly  be  commended,  and 
Matt.  XXV.  peculiarly  hear  the  Euge,  bone  ferve.    They  muft  be 
*3'  loaded  with  other  men's  faults,  or  crowned  for  other 
men's  virtues,  as  their  behaviour  hath  refpeAively 
contributed  to  them.  Thofe  univerfal  rules  of  equity, 
propofed  in  the  Gofpel,  will,  in  God's  reckoning  with 
Luke  xii.    and  requiting  men,  be  pundtually  obferved  :  to  whom* 
*  '          Joever  much  is  given^  of  him  much  fijall  be  required ;  an- 
fwerable  to  the  improvement  of  what  is  deUvered  in 
truft,  fhall  the  acceptance  be. 

I  have  infifted  fomewhat  more  largely  on  this  point, 
becaufe  our  text  hath  a  particular  afpeft  thereon ; 
the  words  being  uttered  upon  occafion  of  Eli,  then 
judge  in  Ifrael,  his  not  ufing  authority  to  thefe  pur- 
pofes ;  his  forbearing  to  redrefs  a  grievous  abufe, 
committed  by  his  own  fons,  to  the  dilfervice  and  dif- 
honour  of  God.  Whence  to  perfons  of  his  rank  is 
this  law  efpecially  directed  5  upon  them  is  this  duty 
chiefly  incumbent  y  on  them  affuredly  (as  fure  as  God 
is  true),  if  they  will  obferve  the  duty,  the  reward 
(hall  be  conferred.  God  will  certainly  not  only  pre- 
ferve  the  honour  they  have  already,  but  will  accu- 
mulate more  honours  on  them. 

Thefe  are  general  truths;  the  particular  appli- 
cation of  them  is  ours.  God,  I  pray,  vouchfafe  his 
grace  and  blefling,  that  it  may  be  made  to  our  bene- 
fit and  comfort. 

III.  I  fhould  now  (hew  why  the  duty  is  required 
of  us,  or  how  reafonable  it  is.  I  mufl:  not  (and  the 
matter  is  fo  palpable  that  I  need  not)  fpend  many 
words  on  that.  God  furely  doth  not  exad  honour 
from  us  becaufe  he  needs  it,  becaufe  he  is  the  better 

for 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


The  Reward  of  htmourmg  God.  305 

for  It,  bccaufe  he,  for  itfelf,  delights  therein.     For  s  E  r  m, 
(befide  that  he  cannot  want  any  thing  without  him-     xii. 
fclf,  that  he  cannot  any  wife  need  mortal  breath  to 
praife  him^,  or  hands  of  flefti  to  fervc  him,  who  hath 
millions  of  better  creatures  than  we  abfolutely  at  his 
devotion,  and  can  with  a  word  create  millions  of  mil- 
lions more,  fitter  than  we  to  honour  him)  the  beft 
eftimation  we  can  have  of  him  is  much  below  him ; 
the  beft  exprcflibn  we  can  make  is  very  unworthy  of 
him.     He  is  infinitely  excellent,  beyond  what  we 
can  imagine  or  declare  :   his  name  is  exalted  above  al/f^eh.  \x.  5. 
bleffing  and  praife  \   his  glory  is  above  the  earth  and^'^"^^^^^^' 
heaven.     So  that  all  our  endeavours  to  honour  him  ec'cIus. 
are,  in  comparifon  to  what  is  due,  but  dcfefts,  and*^"*'  ^^' 
in  a  manner  difparagements  to  him.     It  is  only  then 
(which  (hould  afFcdk  our  ingenuity  to  confider)  his 
pure  goodnefs  that  moves  him>  for  our  benefit  and 
advantage,  to  demand  it  of  us. 

1.  For  that  to  honour  God  is  the  moft  proper 
work  of  reafon ;  that  for  which  primarily  we  were 
defigned  and  framed;  (for  as  other  things  were  made 
to  afford  the  matter  and  occafion,  fo  man  was  de- 
figned to  exercife  the  aft  of  glorifying  God:)  whence  Sm.Ep.  7c. 
the  performance  thereof  doth  preferve  and  perfeft 

our  nature ;  to  negledt  it  being  unnatural  and  mon- 
llrous. 

2.  For  that  alfo  it  is  a  moft  pleafant  duty.  He  is 
not  a  man,  (hath  loft  all  natural  ingenuity  and  huma- 
nity) who  doth  not  delight  to  make  fome  returns 
thither,  where  he  hath  found  much  good  will,  whence 
he  hath  felt  great  kindnefs.  Since  then  all  the  good 
we  have,  we  have  received  from  God's  favour,  it  can- 
not but  be  very  pleafant  to  render  fomewhat  of  re- 
quital, as  it  were,  unto  him  ;  and  we  can  render  no 
other  but  this.    We  cannot  make  God  more  rich. 


y  *Ax)»^ro;  yu^  avT»  i  ici»  f^  dnthti^  Sou,  ihf^^  hi^  Wj^ikna^' 
•I  5  a»»Smf  »M9  ^flt/AflrgoTffo*  yinrrui,  Chryjl,  in  PfaL  cxliv.  et  *vide 
in  P/ai.  ciai. 

VOL.  n.  X  more 
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s  E  R  M.more  joyful,  more  happy  than  he  is :  all  that  we  can 
XII.    do  is>  to  exprefs  our  reverence  toward  hun. 

>■  3.  For  that  likewife  our  honouring  God  difpofes 

us  to  the  imitation  of  him,  (for  what  we  do  reverence 
we  would  refemble)  that  is,  to  the  doing  thofe  things 
wherein  our  chief  perfedlion  and  happinefs  confifts, 
whence  our  bed  content  and  joy  doth  fpring. 

4.  In  fine,  for  that  the  praftice  of  this  duty  is 
moft  profitable  and  beneficial  to  us ;  unto  it  by  an 
eternal  rule  of  juftice  our  final  welfare  and  profperity 
being  annexed :  whence  God  hath  declared  it  to  be 
the  way  and  condition  of  our  attaining  that  thing 
which  we  fo  like  and  prize,  honour  to  ourfelves  ;  the 
which  by  promife  he  hath  engaged  himfelf  to  confer 
on  thofe  who  honour  him.  ^nd, 

IV.  This  promife  he  makes  good  feveral  ways: 
fome  of  them  I  (hall  briefly  fuggeft. 

1.  The  honouring  God  is  of  itfelf  an  honourable 
thing ;  the  employment  which  ennobles  heaven  itfelf, 
wherein  the  higheft  angels  do  rejoice  and  glory.  It 
is  the  greateft  honour  of  a  fervant  to  bring  credit  to 
his  mailer,  of  a  fubjeft  to  fpread  his  prince's  renown, 
and  (upon  grounds  vaftly  more  obliging)  of  a  crea- 
ture to  glorify  his  Maker  :  that  we  may  do  fo  is  an 
honour  we  Ihould  be  glad,  may  be  proud  of. 

2.  By  honouring  God  we  are  immediately  inflated 
in  great  honour ;  we  enter  into  moft  noble  relations, 
acquire  moft  illuftrious  titles,  enjoy  moft  glorioitt 
privileges ;  we  become  the  friends  and  favourites  of 
heaven,  are  adopted  into  God's  family,  and  are  ftyled 
his  children  ;  do  obtain  a  free  accefs  unto  him,  a  furc 
proteftion  under  him,  a  ready  afliftance  from  him  in 
all  our  needs.  And  what  honour  can  exceed,  can 
equal  this  ? 

3.  God  hath  fo  ordered  it,  that  honour  is  natu- 
rally confequent  upon  the  honouring  him.  God  hath 
made  goodnefs  a  noble  and  a  ftately  thing ;  hath  im- 
prefled  upon  it  that  beauty  and  majefty  which  com- 
mands an  univerfal  love  and  veneration,  which  fljikes 

prc- 
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prefently  both  a  kindly  and  an  awful  refpeft  into  the  s  e  r  m, 
minds  of  all  men.    The  righteous  is  (not  only  in  him-    xii. 
felf,  but  in  common  efteem)  more  excellent  than  his    ■ 
neighbour.     Power  may  be  dreaded,  riches  may  beP^ov.xii.26. 
courted,  wit  and  knowledge  may  be  admired  j  but 
only  goodnefs  is  truly  cfteemed  and  honoured  ^.  Not 
only  men  of  goodnefs  and  difcretlon,  but  even  the 
vulgar  fort  of  men  (yea,  as  Plato  hath  well  obferved, 
the  worft  men)  do  pafs  this  judgment,  do  prefer  true 
goodnefs  above  all  things*. 

4,  God,  by  his  extraordinary  providence,  as  there 
is  reafon  and  occafion,  doth  interpofe,  fo  as  to  pro- 
cure honour  to  them,  to  maintain  and  further  their 
reputation,  who  honour  him.     God  fajhioneth  thevr.xxxnu 
hearts  of  men  :  the  hearts  of  the  greateft  men  are  in  ^/Jprov.xxi.i. 
band ;  he  turneth  them  as  the  rivers  of  zvaters^  whither- 
foever  he  will :  he  confequently  raifeth  or  deprefTeth 
us,  as  he  pleafes,  in  the  judgments  and  alFeftions  of 
men.    When  a  man's  ways  pleafe  theJLord,  he  maketh?TOY.x\i.% 
even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  him^  faith  the  Wife 
Man  ;  that  is,  he  difpofeth  the  mod  averfe  minds  to 
love  and  honour  him.     No  envy  can  fupplant,  no 
flander  can  deface  the  credit  of  fuch  a  peribn ;  fincc 
God  hath  taken  it  into  his  charge  and  care,  fince  he 
hath  faid  it,  that  he  will  bring  forth  his  right  eoufnefs  /yjPfai.xxxTu. 
the  lights  and  his  judgments  as  the  noon  day.    God  alfopf^j^^^^  ^^ 
by  fecret  methods,  and  undifcernible  trains,  ordereth  xc. '17. 
all  events,  managing  our  thoughts  and  defigns,  our 
cnterprizes  and  aftions  fo,  that  the  refult  of  them 
(hall  be  matter  of  benefit,  comfort,  and  reputation,  or 


y  Tifov  rod  fv^n^iof  ti/aimti^o;  Ix  rov  f anvai  XiP^^'f^^f  ^^*  Ndx, 
Orat.  de  Paup. 

Is  gloria  maxime  excellit,  qui  virtute  plurimum  praeftat.    Cw. 

KoT  oX^SiiaF  0  ayoSo^/xofOf  T»/At)To?.     Afift,  Etb.  iv.  3, 

Adeo  gratiofa  virtus  eft,  ut  infitura  (it  etiam  malis  probare  xxie- 
liora.     Stn,  de  Benef,  iv.  17. 

Tif  x*k^^'  ^^^^*  ^  Repub,  xii, 

X  a  of 
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s  E  R  M.  of  difafter,  regret,  and  di%race,  as  he  thinks  good. 
*  XII.     Viftory  and  luccefs  he  abfolutely  difpofeth  of,  and 
confequently  of  the  honour  that  follows  them;  and 
they  do  ufually  attend  the  honourers  of  God :  for,  as 
Pf.  cxi.  10.  it  is  in  the  Pfalm,  a  goodfuccefs  have  they  who  keep  bis 
^^^^f'^^^-^'  commandments.     Many  are  the  inftances  of  perfons, 
(fuch  as  Abraham,  Jofeph,  Mofes,  David,  Job,  and 
Daniel,)  who,  for  their  fignal  honouring  of  God, 
from  a  bafe  and  obfcure,  or  from  an  afflidted  and 
forlorn  condition,  have,  in  ways  ftrange  and  wonder- 
ful, been  advanced  to  eminent  dignity,  have  been 
rendered  moft  illuftrious,  by  the  providence  of  him, 
iSim.ru  8.  who  raijeth  the  poor  out  of  the  dujly  and  lifteth  the  beg* 
Pf.  cvii.  41.^^^.  Q^i  qJ  iij^  dunghill^  to  fet  them  among  princes^  and  to 
make  them  inherit  the  throne  of  glory.     He  doth  it  in 
an  evident  manner,  and  eminent  degree,  to  fome  j 
be  doth  it  ir^  a  convenient  way,  and  competent  mea- 
fure,  to  all  that  honour  him. 
CicTufc.i.     5.  Whereas  omen  are  naturally  inclined  to  bear 
much  regard  to  the  judgment  ot  porterity  concern- 
ing them,  are  defirous  to  leave  a  good  name  behind 
fhcm,  and  to  have  their  memory  retained  in  efteem : 
Prov.  X.  7.  God  fo  difpofes  things,  that  the  memory  of  the  jiifl  Jhall 
K.  cxii.  6.  be  blejfedy  that  his  right ecufnefs  fJpall  be  had  in  everlqfi- 
Prov.  xiij.  ijig  remembrance  ;  that  his  light  JJjoll  rejoict^  (or  burn 
^*  clearly  and  pleafantly,  even  when  his  life  is  put  out 

here.)  *  No  fpices  can  fo  embalm  a  man,  no  monu- 
ment can  fo  preferve  his  name  and  memory,  as  a 
pious  con verfation,  whereby  God  bath  been  honoured^ 
and  men  benefited.  The  fame  of  fuch  a  perfon  is,  in 
the  beft  judgments,  far  more  precious  and  truly  glo- 
rious, than  is  the  fame  of  thofe  who  have  excelled  in 
any  other  deeds  or  qualities.  For  what  fober  man 
doth  not  in  bis  thoughts  afford  a  more  high  and 


*  'Amynn,  in  toixfl»  fuXi ir  iiyXv  ¥^  rw  mtra  xi^nv'  tvn^  t^  •ni'X** 
vvci  nuHei  nta  (pCctt,  0*  fdlv  dp^^vo^tu^ritTot,  ovSfir  ^^rrt^orrfc  aurv'  •* 
^*  ivmnirocrot,  weir  voiQVtTt^  9Wi  cu  il;  rh  tv^T»  Xf^*^*  *^  aKMoiOv* 
FLtt,  Eftjl.  ii. 

hearty 
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hearty  refpcd  to  Ihofe  poor  fifhermin,  who  by  theirs  e  R  M» 
heroical  adivity  and  patience  did  honour  God  in  the    xii, 
propagation  of  his  heavenly  truth,  than  to  all  thofe — = — ^ 
Hedkors  in  chivalry,  thofe  conquerors  and  atchievers 
of  mighty  exploits,  (thofe  Alexanders  and  Caefars) 
who  have  been  renowned  for  doing  things  which 
feemed  great,  rather  than  for  performing  what  was 
truly  good  ?  To  the  honour  of  thofe  excellent  poor 
men,   confpicuous   monuments .  have  been  credted 
every  where ;  anniverfary  memorials  of  their  names 
and  virtues  are  celebrated ;  they  are  never  mentioned 
or  thought  of  without  refpeft  ;  their  commendations 
are  interwoven  with  the  praifes  of  their  great  Lord 
and  Maker,  whom  they  honoured**. 

6.  I^ftly,  to  thofe  who  honour  God  here,  God 
hath  referved  an  honour  infinitely  great  and  excel* 
lent,  in  comparifon  whereto  all  honours  here  are  but 
dreams,  thc^  loudeft  acclamations  of  mortal  men  are 
but  empty  founds,  the  brighteft  glories  of  this  world 
are  but  dufkilh  and  fleeting  ftiadows;  an  honour 
moft  folid,  moll  durable  ;  an  eternal  weight  0/  glory. ^Cq'»'^^* 
They  (hall,  in  the  face  of  all  the  world,  be  approved*^' 
by  the  moft  righteous  Judge's  unqueftionable  fen- 
tence ;  they  (hall  be  efteemed  in  the  unanimous  opi- 
nion of  angels  and  faints ;  they  (hall  be  applauded  by 
the  general  voice  and  atteftation  of  heaven ;.  they 
(hall  then  be  feated  upon  unmoveablc  thrones,  their 
heads  encircled  with  unfading  crowns,  their  faces 
fhining  with  rays  of  unconceivable  glor}'  and  ma- 
jefty.  The  lefs  of  honour  they  have  received  here, 
in  this  tranfitory  moment  of  life,  the  more  thereof 
they  Ihall  enjoy  in  that  future  eternal  ftate ;  where, 
with  him  who,  through  the  whole  courfc  of  his  life, 
fought  not  his  own  honour y  but  the  honour  of  him  thatidhnyWu 
fent  him  5  who^  for  the  fuffering  of  deaths  was  crowned^^^X.  9. 
with  glory  and  honour ;  who,/(?r  the  joy  that  was  fet  be-^^*  a. 

^  Tftft  5  ^^^i'  Ttf  Xfirev  i^  rot  oifAara  >M,fA.Vfa,  i^  iipLt^ai  xolof  aiiMr> 
le^T^y  Tp  9\n,inJr^  itQMffW,  &c.     Cbfyf,  in  2  Cor,  0r,2J. 

X  3  fort 
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s  E  R  u.fore  hiifiy  endured  the  aofs^  defpifing  thejhame,  and  isfct 
.XII.  at  the  right  hand  of  God  \  with  thofe  who  confecrated 
■■  all  their  endeavours,  and  who  facrificed  their  lives  to 

the  promoting  of  God's  honour,  they  (hall  poffefi 
everlafting  glory.  Which,  together  with  them,  God 
Almighty  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant  unto  us  all, 
through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord ;  to  whom,  with  God 
the  Father,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  for  ever  all 
honour  and  praife.    Amen. 
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SERMON   Xin. 

Upright  walking  fure  walking. 


PROV.  X.  9. 

He  that  walketh  uprightfyy  walkethjurely. 

THE  world  is  much  addifted  to  the  politics;  thes  e  R  m. 
heads  of  men  are  very  bufy  in  contrivance,  and  xiii. 
their  mouths  are  full  of  talk  about  the  ways  of  con-.  * 

fulting  our  fafety,  and  fecuring  our  interefts.     May 
we  not  therefore  prefume,  that  an  infallible  maxim 
of  policy,  propofing  the  moft  expedite  and  certain 
method  of  fecurity  in  all  our  tranfadions,  will  be 
entertained  with  acceptance?  Such  an  one  the  great- 1  Kings "i- 
eft   politician  and  wifeft  man  for  bufincfs  (if  we'^' 
may  take  God's  own  word  for  it)  that  ever  was  or 
will  be,  doth  here  fu^eft  to  us.     For  the  praftice 
couched  in  our  text  he  otherwhere  voucheth  for  a 
point  of  j)olicy,  telling  us,  thsityAman  ofunderjtanding'^io^.xy.xu 
walketh  uprightly  :  and  here  he  recommendeth  it  as  a 
method  of  fecurity,  He  that  walketh  uprightly^  walk-- 
etbfurely. 

Treating  upon  which  aphorifm^  I  (hall,  by  God's 
help,  endeavour,  firft,  in  way  of  explication,  briefly 
to  defcribe  the  pradtice  itfelf ;  then,  in  way  of  proof, 
by  fome  confiderations  to  declare,  that  fecurity  doth 
attend  it. 

X  4  For 
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3 1 2,  upright  walking  fure  walking. 

s  E  R  M.     For  explication,     l^o  tvalk  (as  well  in  the  flylc  of 
XIII.    holy  Scripture,  as  in  other  writings,  and  even  in 
common  fpeech)  doth  fignify  our  ufual  coiufe  of 
dealing,  or  the  conftant  tenor  of  our  praftice. 
taina  Uprightly,  according  to  the   original,  might  be 

rendered,  in  perfe£iion,  or  with  integrity  :  and  by  the 
Greek  tranflators  in  feveral  places  is  fuppofed  chiefly 
to  denote  fincerity  and  purity  of  intention. 

In  effeft,  the  phrafe.  He  that  walketb   uprightly^ 
He  that     ^o^h  import,  one  who  is  conftantly  difpofed  in  his 
^aiketh  in  dcfigns  and  dealings  to  bear  a  principal  regard  to 
nifs^f^reththe  rules  of  his  duty,  and  the  didtates  of  his  con- 
thc  Lord,   fcience  j  who  in  every  cafe  emergent  is  ready  to  per- 
'^'^'forrn  that,  which  upon  good  deliberation  doth  ap- 
pear moft  juft  and  fit,  in  conformity  to  God's  law 
and  found  reafon,  without  being  fwayed  by  any  ap- 
petite, any  paffion,  any  finifter  refpedk  to  his  own 
private  intereft  of  profit,  credit,  or  pleafure,  to  the 
commiflion  of  any  unlawful,  irregular,  unworthy,  or 
bafc  aft  ;  who  generally  doth  aft  out  of  good  prin- 
ciples ;  (namely,  reverence  to  God,  charity  to  men» 
lober  regard  to  his  own  true  welfare ;)  who  doth 
aim  at  good  ends,  that  is,  at  God's  honour,  public 
benefit,  his  own  falvation,  other  good  things  fubordi- 
nate  to  thofe,  or  well  confiftent  with  them ;  who 
doth  profccutc  his  dcfigns  by  lawful  means,  in  fair 
ways,  fuch  as  honcft  providence  and  induftry,  vera- 
city and  fidelity,  dependence  upon  God's  help,  and 
prayer  for  his  blcfiing  :  in  (hort,  one  who  never  ad'* 
vifedly  doth  undertake  any  bad  thing,  nor  any  good 
thing  to  ill  purpofes  ^  nor  doth  ufe  any  foul  meixts 
to  compafs  his  intents. 

For  proof.    That  fuch  an  one  doth  ever  proceed 
with  much  fccurity,  from  the  following  confidera- 
•   tions  may  appear. 

I.  An  upright  walker  is  fccure  of  cafily  findine 
his  way.  For  it  commonly  requireth  no  reach  cl 
wit  or  depth  of  judgment,  no  laborious  diligence  of 
enquiry,  no  curious  intentnefs  of  obfervation,  no  fo« 

licitous 
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licitous  care,  or  plodding  iludy,  to  difcern  in  any  a  b  rm« 
cafe  what  isjuft;  we  need  not  much  trouble  our  heads    xiii. 
about  it,  for  we  can  hardly  be  to  feek  for  it.     If  we  . 
will  but  open  our  eyes,  it  lieth  in  view  before  us, 
being  the  plain,  (Iraight,  obvious  road,  which  com* 
men  reafon  prompteth,  or  which  ordinary  inftrudtion 
pointeth  out  to  us :  fo  that  ufually  that  diredbion  pf 
Solomon  is  fufficient,  Let  thine  eyes  look  right  on^  anJvror.iv,!^ 

let  thine  eye-lids  lookftraight  before  thee Turn  not  to^V^'^f.^'^ 

the  right  handy  nor  to  the  left. 

The  ways  of  iniquity  and  vanity,  (if  we  may  call 
them  ways^  which  indeed  are  but  exorbitances  and  fe* 
duAions  from  the  way,)  ill  defigns  and  bad  means  of 
executing  defigns,  are  very  unintelligible,  very  obfcure, 
abftrufe,  and  mtricate ;  being  infinitely  various,  and 
utterly  uncertain  :  fo  that  out  of  them  to  pick  and 
fix  on  this  or  that  may  puzzle  our  heads,  and  per- 
plex  our  hearts  ;  as  to  purfue  any  of  them  may  in- 
volve us  in  great  difficulty  and  trouble.  But  the 
ways  of  truth,  of  right,  bf  virtue,  are  fo  very  fimple 
and  uniform,  fo  fixed  and  permanent,  fo  clear  and 
notorious,  that  we  can  hardly  mifs  them,  or  (except 
wilfully)  fwerve  from  them.  For  they  by  divine 
wifdom  were  chalked  out,  not  only  for  ingenious 
and  fubtle  perfons,  (men  of  great  parts,  of  refined 
wits,  of  long  experience,)  but  rather  for  the  vulgar 
community  of  men,  the  great  body  of  God's  fub- 
jefts,  confiding  in  perfons  of  meaneft  capacity,  and 
fmallcft  improvement  :  being  defigned  to  make  wife  vt^\,x\x,% 
the  fimple y  to  give  the  young  man  knowledge  and  difcre-  ^^l^^\ 
tion;  to  direA  all  forts  of  people  in  their  duty,  to-  1.4.' 
ward  their  happinefs  ;  according  to  that  in  the  Pro- ^**'*^**'-^- 
phet,  ji  high  wayfhall  be  there^  and  itfhall  be  called^  ifa.xxxv.8. 

The  way  of  holinefs the  way-faring  men,  though  fools  y^^^^" 

fhall  not  err  therein. 

They  arc  in  very  legible  charafters  graven  by  theHom.ii.  15. 
finger  of  God  upon  our  hearts  and  confciences,  fo  p^"^V* 
that  by  atny  confidcrate  refteftion  inwards  we  may  31.**"^^* 

eafily 
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$  E  R  M.  eafily  read    thetn  :    or  they  are    extant  in  God*s 
XIII.   word,  there  written  as  with  a  fun-beam,  fo  perfpicu- 
'  oufly  expreffcd,  fo  frequently  inculcated,  that  without 

grois  negligence  or  ftrange  dulnefs  we  cannot  but 
defcry  them.     For  who  with  half  an  eye  may  not 
fee,  that  the  praftice  of  pious  love  and  reverence  to- 
ward God,  of  entire  juftice  and  charity  toward  our 
neighbour,  of  fober  temperance  and  purity  toward 
ourlelves,  is  approved  by  rcafon,  is  prefcribcd  by  God 
to  us? 
rroT.iT.19.     Hence  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  as  bad  ways  arc 
j^^'^jj/Z/j  called  dark,  crooked,  rough,  llippery  ways  ;   fo  the 
piai.ixxxii.good  ways  are  faid  to  be  *  clear,  plain,  direft,  evcQ 
xxxT.'^I'  ^'  ways.    +  T^he  path  of  ihejujij  fay  they,  is  as  a  Jhining 
Uxiii.  18.  light.    All  the  zvords  of  my  mouth  are  plain  to  him  that 
Jcr.  xxm.  ^fi^^^jiandeth,  (or,  that  conftdereth  them.)     My  foot 
•  iicb.  ^\ufiandeth  in  an  even  place.     The  law  of  his  God  is  in  his 
praJ.  T.  8.  heart :  and  none  of  his  Jleps  fljdll  Jlide. 
lukciii.  5.      Hence  it  is  affirmed,  that  an  upright  man  doth 
i)fiu.*v!  3!!  hardly  need  any  conduft  befide  his  own  honefty. 
xTAiii.  14.  por^.  c^fjg  integrityy  faith  Solomon,  of  the  upright  fhall 
is.^iii.  i,  guide  them;  and.  The  righteoufnefs  of  the  perfect  fhall  di' 

Jll%'Z-.  But  in  cafe  fuch  an  one  (hould  ever  be  at  a  ftand 
v\l\  xfvT'  ^^  ^^  ^  ^^^^>  '^  doubt  of  his  courfe,  he  hath  always  at 
iz.  xxxvii.  hand  a  moft  fure  guide  to  conduft  or  diredl  him. 
jvii.T*'  ^'^^  '^  ^^^  alking  the  way  of  him,  or  faying,  with  the 
xviii.  .^(^.  Pfalmift,  Shezv  me  thy  ways^  O  Lord,  teach  me  jhy 
Pfov.  XI.  i^p^ifj^  .  q'each  me  to  do  thy  will,  and,  lead  me  in  the 
Pf.xxT.4.  way  tverlajiing 'y  O  let  me  not  wander  from  thy  com- 
xvu.\'*  maudments  :  and  then  his  ears,  as  the  Prophet  faith, 
criiiir  10.  ffjall  hear  a  zvord  behind  him,  faying.  This  is  the  way^ 
V^n!\o^^''^^ik  y^  ^^'  il  y  then  the  words  of  the  Pfalmift  (hall 
27. 33- s.*;- be  verified,  fVhat  man  is  he  that  feareth  the  Lord? 
i{i%xx.%\.  Him  fhall  he  teach  in  the  way  that  hefljall  choofe.  The 
riai.xxv.9.;,;^^^.  will  he  guide  in  judgment,  and  the  meek  be  will 
xlivii.  lyteach  his  zvay. 

Hence  b  the  upright  man  happily  fecured  from 

tiring 
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tiring  pains  in  the  fearch,  from  racking  anxieties  ins  e  r  m, 
the  choice,  from  grating  fcruples  and  galling  regrets  xiii. 
in  the  purfuit  of  his  way.  ' 

II.  The  upright  walker  doth  tread  upon  firm(ProY.xU. 
ground.  He  doth  build  his  praftice,  not  upon  the  50 
perilous  bogs,  the  treacherous  quagmires,  tlie  devour- 
ing quickfands  of  uncouth,  bold,  impious  paradoxes, 
(fuch  as  have  been  vented  by  Epicurus,  by  Machiavel, 
by  others  more  lately,  whofe  infemous  names  are 
too  well  known,  as  the  effefts  of  their  peftilent  no- 
tions are  too  much  felt ;)  but  upon  folid,  fafe,  ap- 
proved, and  well-tried  principles  ;  viz.  thefe,  and  the 
like  coherent  with  them  :  That  there  is  an  eternal 
God,  incomprehenfibly  powerful,  wife,  juft,  and  good; 
who  is  always  prefent  with  us,  and  ever  intent  upon 
us  ;  viewing  not  only  all  our  external  adions,  (open 
and  fecret)  but  our  inmoft  cogitations,  defires,  and 
intentions,  by  the  which  our  aftions  chiefly  are  to  be 
eftimated :  that  he,  as  governor  of  the  world,  and 
judge  of  men,  doth  concern  himfelf  in  all  human  af- 
fairs, difpofing  and  managing  all  events  according 
to  his  righteous  pleafure  j  exafting  pundtual  obedi- 
ence to  his  laws,  and  difpenfing  recompences  anfwer- 
able  thereto ;  with  impartial  juftice  rewarding  each 
man  according  to  the  purpofes  of  his  heart  and  the 
praftices  of  his  life :  that  all  our  good  and  h^pinefe 
doth  abfolutely  depend  on  God's  favour  ;  fo  that  to 
pleafe  him  can  only  be  true  wifdom,  and  to  offend 
him  the  greateft  folly:  that  virtue  is  incomparably  the 
beft  endowment  whereof  we  are  capable,  and  fin  the 
worft  mifchief  to  which  we  are  liable ;  that  no 
worldly  good  or  evil  is  confiderable  in  comparifon 
with  goods  or  evils  fpiritual :  that  nothing  can  be 
really  profitable  or  advantageous  to  us,  which  doth 
not  confift  with  our  duty  to  God,  doth  not  fo'mewife 
conduce  to  our  fpiritual  intereft  and  eternal  welferc : 
yea,  that  every  thing  not  ferviceable  to  thofe  pur- 
pofes is  either  a  frivolous  trifle,  or  a  dangerous 
fhare,  or  a  notable  damage,  or  a  woful  bane  to  lis  : 

that 
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5EiiM.that  content  of  mind,  fpringing  from  innocence  of 
XIII.  life,  from  the  faithfial  difcharge  of  our  duty,  from 

■  fatisfaftion  of  confcience,  from  a  good  hope  in  regard 

to  God  and  our  future  ftate,  is  in.  our  efteem  and 
choice  much  to  be  preferred  before  all  the  delights 
which  any  temporal  poffeffion  or  fruition  can  afford  j 
and,  that  a  bad  mind  is  the  foreft  advcrfity  which 
can  befal  us.  Such  are  the  grounds  of  upright 
pradtice,  more  firm  than  any  rock,  more  unlhakeablc 
than  the  foundations  of  heaven  and  earth  ;  the 
which  are  afllired  by  the  facred  oracles,  and  attefted 
by  many  remarkable  providences  ;  have  ever  been 
avowed  by  the  wifer  fort,  and  admitted  by  the  gene- 
ral confent  of  men,  as  for  their  truth,  moft  agreeablo 
to  reafon,  and  for  their  ufefulnefs,  approved  by  con- 
ftant  experience.  The  belief  of  them  having  appa- 
rently moft  wholefome  influence  upon  all  the  con- 
cerns of  life  both  public  and  private ;  indeed,  being 
abfolutcly  needful  for  upholding  government,  and 
preferving  human  fociety;  no  obhgation,  no  faith 
or  confidence  between  men,  no  friendfliip  or  peace 
being  able  to  fubfift  without  it.  Whence  the  pradtice 
built  onfuch  foundations  muft  be  very  fecure.  And 
if  God  fliall  not  ceafe  to  be,  if  he  will  not  let  go 
the  reins,  if  his  word  cannot  deceive,  if  the  wifeft 
men  are  not  infatuated,  if  the  common  fenfe  of 
mankind  do  not  prove  extravagant,  if  the  main 
props  of  life  and  pillars  of  fociety  do  not  fail;  he  that 
walketh  uprightly,  doth  proceed  on  fure  grounds. 

III.  The  upright  perfon  doth  walk  fteadily,  main- 
taining his  principal  refolutions,  and  holding  his 
main  courfe,  through  all  occafions,  without  flmch- 
ing  or  wavering,  or  defultory  inconfiftence  and 
ficklenefs  ;  his  integrity  being  an  excellent  ballaft, 
holding  him  tight  and  well  poiled  in  his  deportment; 
fo  that  waves  of  temptation  daQiing  on  him  do  not 
make  him  roll  in  uncertainty,  or  topple  over  into  un- 
worthy pradices. 

Luft,  paflion,  humour,  intereft,are  things  very  mu-* 

table. 
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table,  as  depending  upon  temper  of  body,  cafualtles  s  £  r  M. 
of  time,  the  winds  and  tides  of  this  vertiginous  world :   .  xui. 

whence  he  that  is  guided  or  moved  by  them  muft  needs 

be  matty-minded  and  unjiable  in  all  his  ways;  will  rf^/jam.i.s. 
^0  and  fro  like  a  drunken  man^  and  he  at  his  wit's  end  j  ^^*  ^^"*  ^'^ 
never  enjoying  any  fettled  reft  of  mind,  or  obferving 
a  fmooth  tenor  of  aftion.     But  a  good  confcience 
is  very   liable,  and  perfifteth  unvaried  through  all 
circumftances  of  time,  in  all  viciflitudes  of  fortune. 
For  it  fteereth  by  immoveable  pole-ftars,  the  invio- 
lable rules  of  duty ;  it  aimeth  at  marks  which  no  force 
can  ftir  out  of  their  place  ;  its  objedls  of  mind  and 
afFedion  are  not  tranfitory  j  its  hopes  and  confidences 
arc  fixed  on  the  rock  of  ages.    Whence  an  upright 
perfon  in  all  cafes,  and  all  conditions,  (profperous  ornrf&ymr^f:. 
adverfe)  is  the  fame  man,  and  goeth  the  fame  way.  •'"'*"'"  ^' 
Contingences  of  affairs  do  not  unhinge  his  mind  propofm  vi. 
from  its  good  purpofes,  or  divert  his  foot  from  the^"^")"^^' 
right  courfe.     Let  the  weather  be  fair  or  foul,  let 
the  world  fmile  or  frown,  let  him  get  or  lole  by  it, 
let  him  be  favoured  or  croflcd,  commended  or  re- 
proached, (by  honour  and  dijl^onourybyevil  report  and  good  z  Cor.  vi.  i* 
report^)  he  will  do  what  his  duty  requireth  :   the  ex- 
ternal ftate  of  things  muft  not  alter  the  moral  reafon 
of  things  with  him.    This  is  that  which  the  Pfalmift 
obferveth  of  him ;  He /hall  fiot  be  afraid  of  evil  tidings  ^^^^^^  cx"-7» 
for  bis  heart  Jlandeth  fajlj  and  believeth  in  the  Lord.^\o^,i]i^^^ 
His  heart  is  Jiablijhed^  and  will  not  Jkrink.     And  this 
the  Wife  Man  promifeth  to  him  j  Commit  thy  works ^^^"'-^"^'i' 
wito  the  Lordy  and  thy  thoughts  Jhall  be  eJlabliJJjed, 

Hence  a  man  is  fccured  from  diffidence  in  himfelf, 
and  diftraftion  in  his  mind,  from  frequently  being 
off  the  hooks,  from  leading  an  unequal  life,  claihing 
with  itfelf,  from  deluding  and  dilappointing  thofe 
with  whom  he  converfeth  or  dealeth,  and  confe- 
quently  from  the  inconveniences  iffuing  thence* 

IV.  The  way  of  uprightnefs  is  the  furefl  for  dif- 
patch,  and  the  (horteft  cut  toward  the  execution  or 
attainment  of  any  good  purpofe  >  fecuring  a  nun 

from 
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SERM.from  irkfome  C3cpeftations  and  tedious  Tdelays,  the 
XIII,    vdiich,  as  the  Wife  Man  faith^  do  make  the  heart 

ftck. 

Prov.xiii.       ]^  \f^  Scripturc  IS  Called  the  Jlraight  and  the  plain 

L\ieuu5.  w^>.  And  as  in  geortietry,  of  all  lines  or  furfaces 
contained  within  the  fame  bounds,  the  ftraight  line 
and  the  plain  furface  are  the  fhorteft ;  fo  it  is  alfo 
in  morality  :  by  the  right  line  of  juftice  upon  the 
plain  ground  of  virtue,  a  man  fooneft  will  arrive  to 
any  well-chofen  end. 

In  this  way  there  are  no  bewildering  intrigues  and 
mazes,  no  crooked  windings  and  turnings,  no  occa- 
fions  forcing  men  to  dance  hither  and  thither,  to 
fkip  backward  and  forward,  to  do  and  undo ;  which 
courfes  do  protradt  bufinefs,  and  commonly  do  hinder 
from  ever  difpatching  it.  But  a  man  acting  jufljy 
and  fairly,  doth  continually  proceed  On  in  the  diredl 
open  road,  without  retreat,  excurfion,  or  defieftion  ; 

VtovM.ii.not  turning  aftde  (as  the  phrafe  is  in  holy  writ)  to  the 

\^.trighthand.ortothelefL 

To  clamber  over  fences  of  duty,  to  break  through 
hedges  of  right,  to  trefpafs  upon  hallowed  enclofures, 
may  feerii  the  mod  fhort  and  compendious  ways  of 
getting  thither  where  one  would  be  :  but  doth  not  a 
man  venture  breaking  his  neck,  or  fcratching  his  fiice, 
incurring  mifchief  and  trouble  thereby  ?  is  he  not  lia- 

Iccicf.x.  8.  ble  to  the  fate  to  which  the  Preacher  doometh  him,//i? 
that  diggeth  a  fit  Jhall  fall  into  it :  and  whofo  breaketb 
a  MgCy  a  ferpentjhall  bite  him  ?  For  iuftance,  to  grow 
rich,  fraud,  extortion,  corruption,  oppreffion,  over- 
reaching and  fupplariting  may  feem  the  readied  and 
moft  expedite  ways  ;  but  in  truth  they  are  the  far- 
theft  ways  about,  or  rather  no  ways  at  all :  for  that 
which  is  got  by  thofe  means  is  not  our  own  ;  nor  is 
the  poflTcfllon  of  it  truly  wealth,  but  uftirpation,  or 
detention  of  fpoil  and  rapine,  which  we  ought  to 
diigorge.  And  however  to  the  getting  it  there  arc 
often  mighty  difficulties  occurring  from  men,  there 
are  commonly  infupcrable  obftacles  interpoled  by 

God; 
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God;    who  hath  exprefsly  condemned  and  Ciirfed  s  e  r  nT. 
thofe  ways,  declaring  that,  Wealth  gotten  by  vanity  (or   xiii. 

x:oztti2igt)  Jhall  be  dimini/hed ;  that  he  that  opprejfeth 

to  ificreafe  his  richeSyJhallfurely  come  to  want  ;  that  ^  Prov.  xiii. 
ijubo  (thus)  hajleth  to  be  rich^  hath  an  evil  eye^  and  con-  "xvu^llf ' 
Jidereth  not  that  poverty  Jljall  come  upon  him  ;  that  aUQ.xux.e. 
the  partridge  fttteth  on  eggs,  and  hatcbeth  them  not ;  y^J"-*^"-"- 
he  that  getteth  riches,  and  not  by  right,  Jhall  leave  them 
in  the  midft  of  his  days,  and  at  his  end  /hall  be  a  fool. 
Whereas  the  plain  way  of  honeft  harmlefs  induftr}% 
(joined  with  a  pious  regard  to  him  who  is  the  dif- 
penfer  of  all  good  things)  how  flow  foever  it  may 
feem,  is  the  mod  fpeedy,  becaufe  the  only  fafe  way 
to  thrive  ;  having,  befide  all  fecondarj'  advantages, 
the  fecurity  of  thofe  oracles  :  The  hand  of  the  diligent  ?rov,x,i^. 
Jhall  make  rich:  He  that  gathereth  by  labour,  ffjall  /«-^f,|'"j/^' 
creafe :  By  humility  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord  are  riches,  xxiJ.  4/ 
dud  honour,  and  life.  ^^•^*"- 3' 

V.  The  way  of  uprightnefs  is  in  itfclf  very  fafe, 
free  of  danger,  tending  to  no  mifchief ;  according 
to  thofe  fayings  of  the  VVifc  Man;  There fnall  no  rvilprov.xxvnu 
happen  to  the  jufl \  In  the  way  of  right eoufmfs  is  life  \^^^^^^l''^'^' 
and  in  the  path  thereof  there  is  no  death.  29.  xii.  ai. 

He  who  defigneth  only  that   which  is  juft   and**** 
reafonable,  who  innocently  and  fairLy  profecuteth  his 
intent,  can  riin  no  great  hazard,  cannot  fall  into  any 
extreme  difafter,  cannot  irrecoverably  fink  into  mi- 
ferable  difappointment. 

He  probably  will  not  receive  much  harm  from  pf.  xxxvU. 
men,  or  trouble  from  the  world  :  for,  as  he  meaneth^*- 
innocently,  as  he  dealeth  inofFenfively,  (not  violently 
aflailing,  not  fraudulently  circumventing,  not  any  wife 
injurioufly  ormalicioufly  abufing  any  man,)  as  he  doth 
yield  no  juft  provocation  or  .urgent  temptation  to  op^* 
pofe  him  ;  fo  he  is  not  very  likely  to  meet  with  ob« 
ilruftions  or  crofles  thwarting  his  defigns.  He  can 
hardly  raife  up  adverfaries ;  at  leaft  fuch  as  will 
prove  very  formidable,  or  very  fierce  and  implaca- 
ble toward  him. 

He 
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$  E  R  M.     He  may  be  fure  that  few  wife  men,  and  no  good 
XIII.    men,  will  trouble  him  ;  but  that  fuch  rather  will  af- 
'  ford  their  countenance  and  furtherance  to  his  under- 

takings. 

But  afluredly  he  (hall  have  the  favourable  protec- 
tion of  Almighty  God,  who  throughly  knowing  his 
heart,  and  obfervingthe  righteoufnefs  of  his  intentions 
and  proceedings,  will  not  fufFer  him  to  incur  any  not- 
able, deftruftive,  rcmedilefs  calamity.     His  prayer, 
ftw.  XXV.   dictated  by  good  confcience.  Let  integrity  and  upright- 
lrov.xiii.6.^'?/^  P^'^fi^'^<  ^^>  wiU  Certainly  be  heard;  God  having 
xi.  6.        pafled  his  word  for  it  in  numberlefs  places  of  Scrip- 
»vm!  "o.^*  ^^''^  i  particularly  in  thofe  remarkable  words  of  Ifaiah  : 
xxyiii.  18.  *He  that  walketb  rigbteoujly  andfpeaketh  uprightly  ;  be 
Pfahx^'i.  that  defpifeth  the  gain  of  oppr^ionSy  tbatjhaketh  bis  bands 
^'}?'  35-  from  holding  of  bribes^  tbatfloppeth  bis  ears  from  hearing 
xxiv.*^5.  of  bloody  andfbutteth  his  eyes  from  feeing  evil ;  be  jhall 
Job  xi.  14,  dwell  on  high^  bis  place  of  defence  fhall  bt  the  munitions  of 
Mfa-xxxiii.''^^*-^;  his  bread  fhall  be  given  bim^  bis  water  fhqll  be 
i5»  »6'     fure.    That  is,  a  man  who  is  conftantly  upright  in 
his  dealings,  (hall  by  the  divine  providence  be  infal- 
libly and  impregnably  preferved  from  any  grievous 
mifchief,  from  any  fore  want,  from  any  extreme  dif- 
trefs. 

The  way  of  uprightnefs  is  ever  guarded   with 

Angels,  ready  to  promote  the  affairs  of  the  honed 

perfon,  or  at  lead  to  proteft  him  from  evil.  He  may 

hopefully  fay  to  himfelf,  as  Abraham  didto  his  fervan^ 

Gitn.  xxiv.  The  Lordy  before  whom  I  walky  will  fend  his  Angel  with 

^'  thecy  andprofper  thy  way :  or  he  confidently  may  apply 

pfai.xci.u,  to  himfelf  that  of  the  Pfalmift,  He  fhall  give  his  Angels 

'*•  charge  over  thee^  to  keep  thee  in  all  thy  ways  :   They 

fhall  bear  thee  up  in  their  bandSy  left  thou  dafh  thy  foot 

againfl  aflone. 

.  However,  the  fequel  will  be  tolerable:  whatever 
the  fuccefs  of  his  undertaking  be,  it  can  be  no  ruin, 
no  flur,  no  heart-breaking  to  him.  His  confcience  is 
iafe,  his  credit  is  entire,  his  hopes  are  good;  he  is  per* 
fedly  fecure  from  being  tainted  with  foul  guilt,  from 

being 
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being  expofed  to  due  ref)roach,  from  being  ftungsERM, 
with  vexatious  remorfe,  from  being  plunged  into  a   xiii, 
gulf  of  defperation  or  difconfoktenefs.     For,  

VI.  The  way  of  uprightnefs  is  fair  and  pleafant. 
He  that  walketh  in  it  hath  good  weather,  and  a  clear 
fty  about  him ;  a  hopeful  confidence  and  a  cheerful 
Iktisfadion  do  ever  wait  upon  liim.     It  is  joy ,  as  thePiw.xxj. 
Wife  Man  faith,  io  the  juji  to  do  Judgment.  '^* 

Being  confcious  to  himfelf  of^an  honefl  meaning,  (Prov.xxUi. 
and  a  due  courfe  of  profecuting  it,  he  feeleth  no '7» »®) 
check  or  ftruggling  of  mind,  no  regret  or  fling  of 
heart ;  being  throughly  fatisfied  and  pleafed  with 
what  he  is  about,  his  judgment  approving,  and  his 
will  acquiefcing  in  his  procedure,  as  worthy  of  him- 
felf, agreeable  to  reafon,  and  conformable  to  his 
duty. 

He  therefore  brifkly  moveth  forward  with  alacrity 
and  courage;  there  being  within  him  nothing  to  con- 
trol or  countermand  him,  to  pull  him  back,  to  make 
him  halt,  to  diftradt  or  diflurb  him. 

Nor  hardly  can  any  thing  abroad  difmay  or  difcou- 
rage  him.  For  he  may  reafonably  hope  for  the  good 
will  of  men,  and  cannot  hugely  dread  their  oppofition. 
He  may  flrongly  prefume  upon  the  propitious  afpe<5t 
and  favourable  fuccour  of  Heaven,  which  always 
fmileth  and  cafleth  benign  influences  on  honeft  un-Prov.xi.20. 
dcrtalLings. 

He  that  hath  chofen  a  good  way,  may  with  afTur-Jcr.xxxn. 
ance  commend  his  way  to  God's  providence  ;  he  ^^yviow.jixw, 
depend  upon  God  for  his  concurrent  benediction ;  he  14-  . 
with  an  humble  boldnefs  may  addrefs  prayers  to  God"^^*'^'^^' 
for  his  protedion  and  aid.     He  fo  doing  hath  inter- 
efl  in  divers  clear  declarations  and  cxprefs  promifes^^*,*^^"- 
of  good  fuccefs  ;  fuch  as  thefe;  Commit  thy  way  unto  Prov\xv{.^. 
the  Lardy  truft  alfo  in  him,  and  he  Jhall  bring  it  to  /^A.  pSl'xxxiv! 
7he  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  that  call  upon  him  in  truth:  he^i.  xxvi.  1! 
'wUl  fulfil  the  defire  of  them  that  fear  him ;  he  will  hear  ^0^";^^; 
their  cry,  and  willfave  them.  Pf.  ciiv.is^ 

He  may  dare  to  refer  his  cafe  to  the  feverefl  ex-  Jj.'xx^'.Vj. 
.VOL.  II.  Y  amination,Job*xii.i7. 
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s  E  R  M.  amination,  faying  with  Job,  Let  me  be  weighed  in  an 
XIII.    even  balancey  that  God  may  know  mine  integrity  *y  and 

with  the  Plalmift,  Judge  me^  O  Lord^  according  to  my 

^^^^^^.^^f-righteou/ne/s,  and  according  to  mine  integrity  that  is  in 
XX vi.  I,     me. 

He  with  an  humble  confidence  can  ap>peal  to 
*  Kings  XX.  God,  borrowing  the  words  of  Hezekiah,  /  befeecb 
^*  thee^  0  Lord^  remefnber  how  1  have  walked  be/ore  thee 

in  truth  and  with  a  perfeEi  hearty  and  have  done  that 
which  is  good  in  thy  fight. 
Prov.x.28.      Hence,  The  hope  of  the  righteous ^  as  the  Wife  Man 
telleth  us,  is  gladnefs.     He  confidering  the  goodnefs, 
the  juftice,  the  fidelity  of  God,  whereof  his  integrity 
doth  render  him  capable  and  a  proper  objeft,  can- 
not but  conceive  a  comfortable  hope  of  a  good  iflue. 
And  obtaining  fuccefs,  he  doth  not  only  enjoy 
the  material  pleafure  thereof,  but  the  formal  fatis- 
faftion  that  it  is  indeed  good  fuccefs,  or  a  bleffing 
indulged  to  him  by  fpecial  favour  of  God  ;  enabling 
Pfai.  xviii.  ^jJq^  (o  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  The  Lord  rewarded  me 
^^*  *'*       according  to  my  righteoufnefs  ;  according  to  the  cleamtefs  of 
my  hands  hath  he  recompenfed  me.     For  I  have  kept  the 
ways  of  the  Lord^  and  have  not  wickedly  departed  from 
fky  God. 

However,  an  upright  dealer  hath  this  comforta* 
ble  referve,  that  whatever  doth  befal  him,  however 
the  bufinefs  goeth,  he  (hall  not  condemn  and  pu* 
ni(h  himfelf  with  remorfe ;  he  (hall  not  want  a  con- 
folation  able  to  fupport  and  to  ereft  his  mind.  He 
(Prov.xxiv*  (hall  triumph,  if  not  in  the  felicity  of  his  fuccefs,  yet 
*^'^  in  the  integrity  of  his  heart,  and  the  innocence  of  his 

deportment ;  even  as  bleffed  Job  did  under  all  the 
Job  xxvii.  preffures  of  his  adverfity :  for.  Till  I  die^  faid  he,  / 
^'  '         will  not  remove  mine  integrity  from  me.     My  righteouf- 
nefs I  holdfqfiy  and  ivill  not  let  it  go :  my  heart  fhall  not 
reproach  mefo  long  as  1  live. 

So  true  it  is  upon  all  accounts,  that,  according 
pfai.  xcvii.  to  that  aflertion  in  the  Pfalm,  Light  is  fo/vm  fear  the 
*'•  righteous^  and  joyful  gladnefs  for  the  upright  in  heart. 

y  A.  A. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Upright  walking  fure  walking.  323 

VII.  He  that  walketh  uprightly  is  fecure  as  tosERM. 
his  honour  and  credit.     He  is  fure  not  to  come  off  xiii. 
difgracefully,  either  at  home  in  his  own  apprehenfions,  ■ 
or  abroad  in  the  eftimations  of  men.     He  doth  not 
blufh  at  what  he  is  doing,  nor  doth  reproach  himfelf 
for  what  he  hath  done.     No  blemifti  or  blame  can 
ftick  upon  his  proceeding. 

By  pure  integrity  a  man  'firft  maintaineth  a  due 
refpedt  and  efteeni  for  himfelf,  then  preferveth  an 
entire  reputation  with  others  :  he  refledleth  on  his 
own  heart  with  complacence,  and  looketh  upon  the 
world  with  confidence.  He  hath  no  fear  of  being 
detected,  or  care  to  fmother  his  intents.  He  is  con- 
tent that  his  thoughts  fliould  be  founded,  and  his 
adions  fifted  to  the  bottom.  He  could  even  wi(h 
that  his  breaft  had  windows,  that  his  heart  were 
tranfparent,  that  all  the  world  might  fee  through 
him,  and  defcry  the  clearnefs  of  his  intentions.  The 
more  curioufly  his  ways  are  marked,  the  more  ex- 
aftly  his  dealings  are  (canned,  the  more  throughly 
his  defigns  are  penetrated  and  known  j  the  greater 
approbation  he  is  fure  to  receive. 

The  iflue  of  things  affuredly  will  be  creditable  to 
him ;  and  when  the  day-light  hath  fcattered  all 
mifts,  hath  cleared  all  mifprifions  and  miftakes,  his 
reputation  will  (hine  moft  brightly  :  the  event  de- 
claring, that  he  had  no  corrupt  ends ;  the  courfe  of 
his  proceedings  being  juftifled  by  the  very  light  of 
things. 

God  himfelf  will  be  concerned  to  vindicate  his 
reputation,  not  fuffering  him  to  be  confiderably  de- 
famed ;   according  to  that  promife,  He  Jhall  iring^.  xxxvu. 
forth  thy  right eotifnefs  as  the  lights  and  thy  judgment  ^xix?v.  k. 
the  noon-day.     That  in  Job  will  be  made  good  to  >  ?«.  xu'i, 
him,  Thenjhalt  thou  lift  up  thy  face  without  fpet :  and^°^  ""*;  *^- 
he  may  confidently  aver  with   the  Pfalmift,  Then\^^^''^l^' ^' 
fhall  I  not  be  afljonied^  when  I  have  refpe£l  to  all  thy 
commandments. 

If  he  findeth  good  fuccefs,  it  will  not  be  invidi6us, 
Y  2  appearing 
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5  E  R  M.  appearing  well  deferved,  and  fairly  procured  :  it  will 
XIII.   be  truly  honourable,  as  a  fruit  and  recompence  of 
■  virtue,  as  a  mark  and  pledge,  of  the  divine  &vour 

Hal.  XCK15.  toward  him. 

If  he  feemeth  difappointed,  yet  he  will  not  be  dif- 
paraged :    wife  and  candid  men  will  excufe  him ; 
good  men  will  patronize  his  caufe  j  no  man  of  fenfc 
and   ingenuity  will   infult  on  his  misfortune.     He 
Vi,\xT9\\.JhaU  notj  as  the  Pfalmift  affureth,  be  ajhamed  in  at 
'^*  evil  time.     Yea,  often  his  repute  from  under  a  cloud 

will  Ihine,  if  not  with  fo  glaring  fplendor,  yet  with 
a  pleafant  luftre  ;  uprightnefs  difpofing  him  to  bear 
adverfe  events  with  a  graceful  decency. 

VIII.  The  particular  methods  of  afting  which  up- 
rightnefs difpofeth  to  obferve,  do  yield  great  lecurity 
from  troubles  and  crofTes  in  their  tranfaftions. 
prov.xiii.5.     What  is  the  condudt  of  the  upright  man  ?  He  is 
^V.x"iv!clear,   frank,  candid,  harmlefs,  confiflent  in  all  his 
13.  XV.  a.   behaviour,   his    difcourfe,   his   dealing.     His  heart 
commonly  may  be  feen  in  his  face,  his  mind  doth 
ever  fuit  with  his  fpeech,  his  deeds  have  a  jufl  cor- 
refpondence  with  his  profeffions  ;  he  never  faileth  to 
perform  what  he  doth  promife,  and  to  fatisfy  the  ex- 
peftations  which  he  hath  raifed. 

He  doth  not  wrap  himfelf  in  clouds,  that  none 
may  fee  where  he  is,  or  know  how  to  find  him  ;  may 
difcern  what  he  is  about,  or  whither  he  tendeth. 
Prov.x.  x8.  He  difguifeth  not  his  intents  with  fallacious  pre* 
tences  of  confcience,  of  public  good,  of  fpecial  firicnd- 
fhip  and  refped. 

He  doth  ufe  no  difingenuous,  fpiteful,  unjufl  tricks 
or  Heights,  to  ferve  the  prefent  turn, 
jcr.  V.  26.  He  layeth  no  baits  or  fnares  to  catch  men^  alltinng 
}^*g\**/;,^;them  into  mifchief  or  inconvenience. 
vii.i5.x.a.  As  he  doth  not  affedt  any  poor  bafe  ends,  fo  he 
xixv.*7.  will  not  defile  his  fair  intentions  by  fordid  means  of 
cxi.5.     .  compafling  them  ;    fuch  as  are  illufive  fimulations 

27.  Eqclef.  X.  8.)  Pfal.  x.  7.  Iv.  ai.  Ixiv.  6.  x.  9,  10.  Iri.  5.  Rom.  xvi.  18.  Ecdut.  ii«.  x^. 
%  Sam.  XV.  5.  Piiov.  xi.  9,  xxvi.i^. 
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and   fubdolous  artifices,  treacherous  collufions,  fly  s  e  R  M. 
infinuations   and  fycophantic  detraftions,  verfatile   xiii* 
whifflii^  and  dodgihgs,  flattering  coUoguings  and  ■ 

^lozings,  fervilc  crouchings  and  fawnings,  and  the 
hke. 

He  hath  little  of  the  ftrpent,  (none  of  its  lurking 
infidioufnefs^  of  its  furprifing  violence,  of  its  rancorous 
venom,  of  its  keen  mordacity,)  but  much  of  the 
dove,  (all  its  fimplicity,  its  ^ntlenefs,  its  fidelity^ 
its  innocence,)  in  his  converfation  and  commerce. 

His  wifdom  is  ev^r  tempered  with  fincerity,  and 
feafoned  with  humanity,  with  meeknefs,  with  cha-    . 
rity  ;  being  the  wifdom  which  is  from  above^firfl  />iyr^,  Jam,  Ui.  17. 
then  peaceable^  gentle^  eafy  to  be  entreated^  full  of  good 
frUitSy  without  partiality^  and  without  hypocrify. 

He  fometime  may  prudently  referve  his  mind,  Ph>T.xiT. 
not  venting  it  by  foolilh  loquacity:  but  his  wordsj^f^if^*^"' 
do  never  cla(h  with  his  meaning,  fo  as  to  deceive ».  as. 
or  difappoint  any  man.  ^ci^!xx. 

He  may  warily  prevent  harm  and  decline  perils  ly 
but  it  is  without  hurtful  countermining,  or  deriving  3'xxvl^u. 
mifchief  on  his  neighbour.  »»v.  s.  15, 

He  may  difcreetly  pick  out  feafons,  and  embrace  Eccicf.  tIu. 
opportunities  of  righting  or  benefitting  himfelf :  but  5- 
he  never  will  feek  or  lay  hold  of  advant^s  to  preju- 
dice others. 

He  fometimes  may  reprefs  infurreftions  of  anger  ProT.xii. 
or  difguft:  but  he  never  doth  allow  them  to  b^c '^- "*•  "• 
into  rancour  or  malice. 

He  may  be  apt  to  ufe  courteous,  affable,  obliging 
demeanour,  ferving  to  breed  friendfhips,  and  tb  Itifle 
enmities :  but  he  never  thereby  meaneth  to  gull,  in- 
veigle, and  entrap  men  5  or  to  procure  inft?uments 
and  aids  of  any  perveffe  defign. 

He  is  no  enemy  to  himfelf,  but  (according  to  the 
obligations  of  reafon  and  confcience)  he  hath  always 
a  regard  to  the  good  of  others ;  nor  is  ever  fo  felfim, 
as  to  be  unjiail  or  uncharitable  to  any  man. 

The  priACipal  engines  be  doth  employ  for  achicv- 
Y  3  ing 
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s  E  R  M.  ing  his  cntcrprizes  are,  a  careful  and  cautious  provi- 
xni.   dence  in  contriving,  a  fedulous  and  fteady  diligence 

— in  afting,  a  circumfped  heedfulnefs  not  to  provoke 

any  man  by  offenfive  carriage,  by  injury,  by  difcour- 
tely,  to  obftruft  him,  but  rather  by  kind  demonllra- 
tions  and  real  beneficence  to  engage  men  to  further 
him  in  his  proceedings  :  but  efpecially  his  main  in- 
flrument,  wherein  he  moft  confideth,  is  devout  fup- 
plication  to  God  for  his  fuccour  and  bleffing. 

Now  is  not  this  condud:  the  moft  fecure  that  can 
be  ?  doth  it  not  afford  many  great  commodities  and 
advantages?  doth  it  not  exempt  from  manifold  fears, 
and  cares,  and  croffes,  and  flaveries  ? 
Prov.xii.19.  I^  cannot  but  derive  bleflings  from  the  God  of 
Jruth,  the  great  friend  of  fimphcity  and  finccrity,  the 
hater  of  falfehood  and  guile. 

And  humanly   regarding  things,   he    that  ufeth 
thefe  methods,  doth  from  them  obtain  maay  con* 
veniences.    He  doth  not  lie  under  perpetual  con- 
ftraint,  engaged  to  keep  a  conftant  guard  upon  him- 
felf,  to  watch  his  memory,  to  curb  his  tongue,  to 
manage  his  very  looks  and  gefturej,  left  they  betray 
his  intentions,  and  difclofe  his  plots.     He  is  not  at 
the  trouble  of  ftopping  holes,  of  mending  flaws,  of 
patching  up  repugnances   in  his  aftions,  that  his 
mind  do  not  break  through  them.     He  is  not  afiraid 
of  the  difappointment  and  fhame  which  attend  the 
deteftion  of  unworthy  defigns.    He  is  pot  at  pains 
to  obviate  the  jealoufies,  the  furmifes,  the  diffidences, 
the  counterplots,  the  preventive  oppofitions  and  af- 
pmv.  xxvi.  faults^  which  gloomy  clofenefs  and  crafty  diflimula- 
^xi^e]  '    tion  ever  do  raife  againft  the  pradifers  of  them.     In 
Hal.  xxvi.  fine,  m«n  do  not  ftiun  the  converfation  and  the  com- 
*'  merce  of  an  upright  perfon,  but  gladly  do  confort 

and  deal  with  him ;  do  feek  his  acquaintance  and 
alliance  :  they  are  not  apt  to  diftruft  him,  to  fufpeft 
him,  to  be  (hy  and  referved  in  their  intercourfe  with 
him  ;  but  readily  do  place  an  entire  confidence  ia 
him,  and  ufe  a  clear  franknefs  toward  him.    No  man 

doth 
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doth  fcaf  hitn  as  dangerous,  or  will  crofs  him  as  an  s  fi  R  m. 
adverfary.    Whence  as  he  feldom  hath  caufc  to  fear,   xiii. 
or  occafion  to  conteft  with  others ;  fo  he  doth  un-  ■ 
difturbedly  enjoy  the  benefits  of  fociety  with  great 
iafcty,  cafe,  and  comfort. 

IX.  Laftly,  An  upright  walker  hath  perfeft  fecu- 
rity,'as  to  the  final  refult  of  affairs,  that  he  (hall  not 
be  quire  baffled  in  his  expeftations  and  defires.   And 
if  profperity  doth  confifl  in  a  fatisfadion  of  mind 
concerning  events,  he  cannot  fail  of  moft  profperous 
fuccefs.    IVbatJoever  be  doetb,  faith  the  Pfalmift  ofpfai.i.  3. 
him,  itjhall  profper.     How  is  that  ?  Doth  he,  if  he^'^^-'"-*»* 
warretb,  always  get  the  viftory  ?  is  he  perpetually, 
when  he  tradeth,  a  confiderable  gainer  ?  will  he  cer- 
tainly, after  fowing,  reap  a  plentiful  crop?  Probably 
jres  ;  and  perhaps  no.  Yet  afTuredly  he  fhall  profper, 
in  the  true  notion  of  profperity,  explained  by  thofe 
dmne   fayings :    Mark  the  pei'feSi  man^  and  ieho/dpr,  xxi^. 
the  upright ;  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.     The^'J* 
work  of  ngbteoufnefs  fhall  be  peace^  and  the  effe£l  ofijl 
ri^»Uwfnefs  quietnefs  and  ajfurance  for  ever.    Surely  I^^^*^^^^' 
hmw  itjhall  be  well  with  them  that  fear  God. 

He  cannot  be  much  defeated  in  his  purpofes :  for, 
as  to  his  general,  principal,  abfolute  defigns,  (that  is, 
his  deiign  of  pleafing  God,  and  procuring  his  favour ; 
his  defign  of  fatisfying  himfelf,  and  difcharging  his 
confcience ;  his  defign  of  promoting  his  own  fpiritual 
intercfl,  and  javing  his  foul ;  his  defign  of  doing 
good,  of  exercifing  charity  to  his  neighbour,  of 
ferving  the  public,  of  obliging  the  world  by  virtuous 
example,  and  by  real  beneficence ;)  thefe  he  cannot 
fail  throughly  to  accomplish  5  nothing  can  obftruA  * 
him  in  the  profecution,  nothing  can  debar  him  from 
the  execution  of  thefe  undertakings  ;  in  fpite  of  all 
the  world,  by  the  fuccour  of  that  divine  grace  which 
ever  doth  favour  and  further  fuch  defigns,  he  mofl 
happily  will  achieve  them.  And  for  other  inferior 
defigns,  he  can  hardly  be  crofTed  in  regard  to  them  : 
for  it  is  an  efifential  part  of  integrity,  not  otberwife 

Y  4  to 
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s  £  R  M.  to  afied  or  aim  at  private  fecular  interefb,  than  un- 
XIII*  (kr  condition,  and  with  a  rcfervation,  if  it  be  God's 
- — — pleafure,  if  it  fecm  good  to  diyinc  wifijottu  Ho 
knoweth  that  his  pains  employed  on  any  hoheft  pur-« 
pofe,  in  a  fair  way,  (be  it  to  procure  fome  worklly  mL* 
vantage  for  himfeif,  for  his  relations^  or  for  his  friend,) 
are  not  loft,  if  they  have  the  fruit  of  fubmiffion  to 
God's  will,  and  acquiefcence  in  the  event  dilpofed  by 
him.  He  is  afiured  that  it  is  good  luck  to  have  his 
projed  blafled,  and  that  miffing  is  better  than  get* 
ting,  when  by  fovereign  wifdom  ist  is  fo  determined. 
He  therefore  could  not  fo  fix  his  heart,  or  engage 
his  affedion  in  any  fuch  conc^n,  that  his  mind  is 
furprifed,  or  his  paffions  difcompofed  by  a  feeming 
adverfenefs  of  events  to  his  endeavours.  So  that  in 
efFedt  be  can  have  no  bad  fuccefe.  For  bow  can 
that  occurrence  be  deemed  bad,  which  plain  reafon 
didateth  in  certain  judgment  to  be  moft  expedient 
for  him ;  about  which  he  ever  was  very  inditfeient^ 
and  with  which  at  prefent  he  is  not  heartily  dif- 
pleafed  ?  How  can  it  be  taken  for  di^ppointment 
and  misfortune,  which  one  was  prepared  to  embsao^ 
with  fatisfadlion  and  complacence  ? 

Yea,  to  a  perfon  fo  difpofed,  that?  fuccefs  which. 
feemeth  moft  adverfe,  juftly  may  be  reputed  the  beft 
and  moft  happy,  as  promoting  ends  incomparablf 
more  excellent  than  any  worldly  gain ;  as  producing 
fruits,  exceedingly  more  wholcfome  and  more  ia- 
voury  than  any  temporal  commodity ;  as  excrcifing 
and  improving  the  divineft  virtues,  (humility,  pa- 
tience, meeknefs,  moderation,  contentednefs)  a  grain 
whereof  is  worth  all  the  wejdth^  all  the  prefermenty 
all  that  is  defirable  in  the  world. 

Wherefore  let  the  worft  that  can  arrive,  (or  Aat 
which  human  blindnefs  and  fondnefs  do  count  the 
word,)  yet  upright  perfons  do  not  come  off  ill,  or  fo 
(matters  being  rightly  ftated)  as  to  be  lofers  upon  the 
foot  of  the  account. 

If  this  do  Qot  fatisfy^  grofierapprefaenfions^  we  may 

add. 
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tfdd,  that  even  in  thefe  meaner  concerns  Almightf  a  £  r  m» 
God  is  pleafed  comnoonly  to  reward  and  encourage   xiii. 
y^right  perfons  by  the  beft  fuccefs.     For  he  hath  as         i    3 
it  were  a  natural  inclination  to  gratify  tho&  who  de* 
fire  to  pleafe  him ;  and^  as  the  Pfalmift  exprefleth 
it,  bath  pUafitre  in  the  fr^JperUy  of  his  fervatas.     He  PW.  xxjtv; 
may  feem  coocerned  in  honour  to  countenance  thofepj^y^i  .^^ 
who  have  regard  to  his  will,  and  who  iiepofe  coDfi-«»r.f. 
dence  in  his  aid ;  difcriminating  them  from  fuch  as 
prefume  to  ad  againd  or  without  him,  in  defiance 
to  his  will,  with  no  deference  to  his  Providence.    AsproT.xiT.a^ 
they  do  render  him  his  due  refpeft,  by  fubmitting  to 
his  authority,  and  avowing  his  power;  fo  he  will 
acknowledge  them  by  fignally  favouring  their  con- 
cerns.    Even  his  truth  and  fidelity  are  engaged  in  Dcut. 
their  behalf;  feeing  he  very  often  hath  decUred  and"^"-** 
promifed,  that  in  all  matters,  and  upon  all  occafions,  pr.  cxxViii. 
he  will  be  ready  to  blefe  them.  iixiv!^i*io* 

X.  To  conclude;  It  is  an  infinite  advantage  ofixxxiT.'u.* 
upright  dealing,  that  at  the  laft  iflue,whcn  all  things  ^*Jl^J*;3^ 
(hall  be  moft  accurately  tried  and  impartially  de-5- 
cided,  a  man  is  aflured  to  be  fuUy  juftified  in  it,  and^^'i**;;!!: 
plentifully  rewarded  for  it.     As  then  all  the  deceits,  (Prov.  xl' 
which  now  pafs  under  fpecious  maflcs,  fhall  be  laid  **'^ 
bare ;  all  varnifti  of  pretence  (hall  be  wiped  off;  all 
perverfe   intrigues   (hall  be  unravelled ;  all  wicked 
and  bafe  intentions  (hall  be  quite  ftripped  of  the 
veils  which  now  enfold  them  ;  all  (hrewd  contrivers 
and  engineers  of  mifchief,  all  praftifers  of  unjuft  and 
malicious  guile,  (hall  be  expofed  to  (hame,  Jhall  lie 
down  in  fotrow  :  fo  then  the  righteous  man  Jhall  fland 
in  great  boldnejs  ;  his  cafe  will  be  rightly  ftated,  and 
fully  cleared  ftom  flanderous  afper(ions,  firom  odious 
furmifes,   from  unlucky  prejudices  and  miftakes  : 
what  he  hath  done  (hall  be  approved ;  what  he  hath 
fufFered  (hall  be  repaired.    So  that  it  then  evidently 
will  appear,  that  upright  fimplicity  is  the  deepeft 
wifdom,  and  perverfe  craft  the  meereft  Ihallownefs ; 
that  he  who  is  true  and  iuft  to  others,  is  moft  &ith- 

ful 
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s  E  R  M.  ful  and  friendly  to  hjmfelf ;  that  whoever  doth  abuft 
XIII.   his  neighbour,  is  his  own  greateft  cheater  and  foe. 

-^^' For^  Ift  fhg   day  when  God  Jhall  judge  the  fecrets  of 

Rom.ii.i6./7/^;/  by  J^fus  thrifts  every  matCs  work  Jhall  be  made 

1C0r.iu.z3.  manifejl.    The  Lord  will  bring  to  light  the  hidden  things 

'^•^*         ofdarkriefsy  and  will  make  matiifejl  the  comfels  of  the 

hearts  ;   and  then  Jhall  every  man  have  praife  of  Ged. 

iTim.i.iyUnto   which   our  upright  Judge,  the  King  eternal; 

immortal,  invifble,  the  ofily  wife  Gody  be  honour  and  glsry 

for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


SERMON 
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Of  the  Duty  of  Prayer. 


I  Thess.  v.  17. 
J^ray  without  ceqfing. 


IT  is  the  manner  of  St.  Paul  in  his  Epiftles,  after  s  e  r  m. 
that  he  hath  difcuiTed  feme  main  points  of  doc-:     xiv. 

trine  or  difcipline,  (which  occafion  rcqmred  that  he — 

fliould  clear  and  fettle,)  to  propofe  feveral  good  ad- 
vices and  rules,  in  the  obfervance  whereof  the  life  of 
Chriftian  praftice  doth  confift.  So  that  he  thereby 
hath  furnilhed  us  with  fo  rich  a  variety  of  moral  and 
fpiritual  precepts,  concerning  fpecial  matters,  fubor- 
dinate  to  the  general  laws  of  piety  and  virtue  ;  that 
out  of  them  might  well  be  compiled  a  body,  of 
ethics,  or  fyftem  of  precepts  de  officiisy  in  truth  anci 
in  completenefs  far  excelling  thole  which  any  philo- 
fophy  hath  been  able  to  devife,  or  deliver.  Thefe 
he  rangeth  not  in  any  formal  method,  nor  linketh 
together  with  ftrift  connection,  but  freely  fcattereth 
them,  fo  as  from  his  mind  (as  out  of  a  fertile  foil, 
impregnated  with  all  feeds  of  wifdom  and  goodnefs) 
they  did  haply  fpring  up,  or  as  they  were  fuggefted 
by  that  holy  Spirit  which  continually  guided  and 
governed  him. 

Among 
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s  £  R  M.  r\Afnoi%  divei^  fuch  ^cityefed  here^  this  is  one, 
XIV.    which  fhall  be  the  fubjeft  of  my  prefent  difcourfe ; 

■  the  which,  having  no  other  plain  coherence  (except 

by  affinity  of  matter)  with  the  reft  inclofing  it,  I 
(hall  confider  abfolutelv  by  itfelf,  endeavouriqg  fome- 
what  to  explain  it,  and  to  urge  its  praiftice. 

Pray  without  ceajing.  For  underftanding  thefc 
words,  let  us  firft  confider  what  is  meant  by  the  aft 
enjoined,  prayings  then,  what  the  qualification  or 
circumftance  adjoined,  wilbout  ceajing^  doth  import. 

I.  The  word  prayer  doth,  in  its  ufual  latitude  of 
acception,  comprehend  all  forts  of  devotion,  or  all 
that  part  of  religious  praftlce,  wherein  we  do  imme- 
diately addrefs  ourfelves  to  God,  having  by  fpeech 
(oral  or  mental)  a  kind  of  intercourfe  and  converfe- 
tion  with  him.  So  it  includeth  that  praife  which 
^  we  (hould  yield  to  God,  implying  pur  due  efteem  of 
his  moft  excellent  perfedioris,  moft  glorious  works, 
moft  juft  and  wife  difpenfations  of  providence  and 
grace  ;  that  thank%iving  whereby  we  (hould  cxprefs 
an  affe^icnate  reientment  of  owe  obligation  to  him 
for  the  numberlefs  great  benefits  we  receive  firom 
him  J  that  acknowledgment  of  our  entire  depend* 
ence  \xpoti  him,  or  our  total  fubjeftion  to  his  power 
and  pleafure ;  together  with  that  profeffion  of  faith 
in  him,  and  avowing  of  fervice  to  him,  which  we  do 
<ywe  as  his  natural  creatures  and  fubjefts ;  that 
hutnble  confeffion  of  our  infirmity,  our  vilenefs,  our 
*  guilt,  our  mifery,  (joined  with  deprecation  of  wrath 
and  vengeance,)  which  is  due  from  us  as  wretched 
rften,  and  grievous  finners;  that  petition  of  thin^ 
fteedful  or  convenient  for  us,  (of  fupply  in  our  wants, 
of  fuccoar  and  conrrfort  in  out  diftreffes,  of  direction 
and  afliftanoe  in  our  undertakings,  of  mercy  and 
pardon  for  our  offences,)  which  our  natural  ftate  (our 
poor,  weak,  fad,  and  finful  ftate)  doth  engage  us  to 
feck  ;  that  intcrceflBon  for  others,  which  general  cha- 
rky  or  fpccial  relation  do  require  from  usj  as  con- 
cerned  or  obliged  to  defire  and  promote  their  good. 

AU 
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All  thefe  peligiotis  performances  prayer,  m  its  IftTgers  e  r  w, 
notion,  doth  compvife  ;  according  whereto  in  com-    xiv, 
mon  ufe  the  whole  body  of  divine  fervice,  containing  ■ 

ail  fuch  afts,  is  tern^ed  prayer  j  and  temples,  confe- 
crated  to  the  performance  of  all  holy  duties,  are 
ftyled  houfrs  of  prayer  j  and  that  brief  diredory,  or 
pregnant  form  of  all  devotion,  which  our  Lord  dic- 
tated, is  called  his  prayer :  and  in  numberlefs  places 
of  Scripture  it  is  fo  taken. 

In  a  ftrider  fenfe,  it  doth  only  fignify  one  parti- 
cular 2L&  among  thole,  the  petition  of  things  needful 
or  ufeful  for  us. 

But  according  to  the  former  more  comprehenlive 
meaning,  I  choofe  to  underftand  it  here  ;  both  be* 
caufe  it  is  moft  commonly  fo  ufed,  (then,  efpecially, 
when  no  diftindive  hmitation  is  annexed,  or  the  na- 
ture of  the  fubject  matter  doth  not  reftrain  it,)  and 
becaufe  general  reafons  do  equally  oblige  to  per- 
foroiance  of  all  thefe  duties  in  the  manner  here  pre- 
fcribed  :  nor  is  there  any  ground  to  exclude  any  part 
of  devotion  from  continual  ufe  ;  we  being  obliged 
no  l^fs  inceffantly  to  praiie  God  for  his  excellencies, 
and  thank  him  for  his  benefits,  to  avow  his  fovereign 
ma^fty  and  authority,  to  confefs  our  infirmities  and 
mifcarriages,  than  to  beg  help  and  mercy  from  God^ 
All  devotion  therefore,  all  forts  of  proper  and  due 
addrefs  to  God,  (that  v«<ra  ir^ocrsv^/i^  all  prayer  ^7;/i/£pti.tuit. 
fuppHcaiiorif  which  St.  Paul  otherwhere  fpeaketh  of) 
are  here  enjoined,  according  to  the  manner  adjoined, 
wihout  ceafingi  aViotAnVTwc,  that  is,  indefinently,  o? 
continually. 

2.  For  the  meaning  of  which  expreffion,  we  muft 
fuppofe,  that  it  muft  not  be  underftood  as  if  we 
were  obliged  in  every  inftant  or  fingular  point  of 
time  actually  to  apply  our  minds  to  this  praftice ; 
for  to  do  thus  is  in  itfclf  impoffible,  and  therefore 
can  be  no  matter  of  duty ;  it  is  inconfiftent  with 
other  duties,  and  therefore  muft  not  be  pradtifed ; 
yea,  will  not  confift  ^yith  itfelf ;  for,  that  we  inay 

pray. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


334  ^^  ^(y  ^f  Grayer. 

8  E  R  M.  pray,  wc  muft  live  ;  that  we  may  live,  we  muft  cat ; 
XIV.    that  we  may  eat,  we  muft  work ;  and  muft  therefore 
attend  other  matters  :  fo  that  aftual  devotion  nei- 
ther muft  nor  can  fwallow  up  all  our  time  and  care. 
The  deliberate  operations  of  our  mind  are  fometimes 
interrupted  by  fleep,  fometimes  will  be  taken  up  in 
fatisfying  our  natural  appetites,  fometimes  muft  be 
fpent  in  attendance  upon  other  reafonable  employ- 
ments, commanded  or  allowed  by  God ;  whence 
there  can  be  no  obligation  to  this  praftice  according 
to  that  unlimited  interpretation.  This  precept  there- 
fore  (as  divers  others  of  a  like  general  purport  and 
expreffion)  muft  be  anderftood  not  in  a  natural,  but 
moral  fenfe,  according  as  the  exigence  of  things  pcr- 
mitteth,  or  as  the  reafon  of  the  cafe  requireth  ;  fo 
far  as  it  is  conveniently  prafticable,  or  as  it  is  reafon- 
ably  compatible  with  other  duties  and  needs.     But 
we  muft  not  fo  reftrain  it  as  to  wrong  it,  by  pinch- 
Adoro      ing  it  within  too  narrow  bounds^     How  then  it  may 
piTnS  ^^  underftood,  and  how  far  it  fliould  extend,  wc 
ncm.  Tcrt,  ftiall  endeavour  to  declare  by  propounding  divers 
fenfes  whereof  it  is  capable,  grounded  upon  plain 
teftimonies  of  Scripture,  and  enforcible  by  good  rea- 
fon ;    according  to  which  fenfes  we  (hall  together 
prefs  the  obfervance  thereof. 

I.   Fiifl  then,  praying  incejfantly  may  import  the 
maintaining  in  our  fouls  a  ready  difpofition  or  habi- 
tual inclination  to  devotion;  that  which  in  Scripture 
^ch.  xii.  is  termed  the  fpirit  of  fupplication.     This  in  moral 
efteem,  and  according  to  current  language,  derived 
thence,  amounteth  to  a  continual  praftice ;  a  man 
being  reckoned  and  faid  to  do  that,  to  which  he  is 
ever  prompt  and  propenfe  :  as  it  is  faid  of  the  righ- 
Pf.  xxxvii.  teous  man,  that  he  is  ever  merciful^  and  lendetby  be- 
utquamvisC^ufe  he  is  Gonftantly  difpofed  to  fupply  his  neigh- 
ucetHcr.  bour  with  nccdful  relief;  although  he  doth  not  ever 
wm^r  u-  actually  difpenfe  alms,  or  furnifti  his  neighbour  with 
men  aquc  fuppUes  for  his  neceffity.     The  words  piay  fignify 
ifor.  ^*     this;   they  do  at  Jeaft  by  confequence  imply  fo 
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much  :  for  if  we  do  not  in  this,  we  can  hardly  per-s  e  R  m; 
form  the  duty  in  any  fenfe  ;  without  a  good  temper    xiv. 
fitting,  and  a  good  appetite  prompting  to  devotion,         ;"' 
we  fcarce  can  or  will  ever  apply  ourlelves  thereto.  If 
there  be  not  in  our  heart  a  root  of  devotion,  whence 
fliould  it  fpring  ?  how  can  it  live  or  thrive  ?    If  the 
organs  of  prayer  are  out  of  kclter,  or  out  of  tune, 
how  can  we  pray  ?  If  we  be  not  nccincU^  have  not  the  i  pct.  i,  13. 
lorn  ^f  cmr  mind  girty  and  our  feet  fhod  in  preparation^^^"^^^* 
to  the  fervice,  when  (hall  we  fet  forward  thereto  ?  Eph.  vi.  14. 
My  hearty  fald  David,  is  fixed^  I  will  Jing  and  <?^'^^f^*chron'* 
fraife :  fixed^  that  is,  readily  prepared,  and  fteadily  xx«.  19.  * 
inclined  to  devotion.     So  fliould  ours  conftantly  be.  ^''•^"•^©O 
As  a  true  friend  is  ever  ready  to  entertain  his  friend 
with  a  frank  courtefy  and  complacency  ;  as  he  ever 
is  apt  upon  occafion  for  advice  and  affiftance  to  have 
recourfe  to  him  :  fo  fliould  we  be  always  difpofed 
cheerfully  and  decently  to  converfe  with  God,  when 
he  freely  cometh  to  us,  or  we  have  need  to  apply 
ourfelves  to  him.     If  there  be  (from  ftupidity  of 
mind,  from  coldnefs  of  affedtion,  from  •  lluggiflinefs 
of  fpirit,  from  worldly  diftradion)  any  indifpolition 
or  averfenefs  thereto,  we  fliould,  by  ferious  confider- 
ation  and  induftrious  care,  labour  to  remove  them ; 
roufing  our  fpirits,  and  kindling  in   our  afFeftions 
fome  fervency   of  defire   toward   fpiritual   things  : 
otherwife  we  (hall  be  apt  to  (hun,  or  to  flip  the  op- 
portunities inviting  to  devotion  ;  our  hearts  will  be 
fo  refty,  or  liftlefs,  that  hardly  we  Ihall  be  induced 
to  perform  it,  when  it  is  moft  necefl'ary  or  ufeful 
for  us. 

II.  Praying  incejffanth  may  denote  a  vigilant  at- 
tendance (with  earnefl:  regard,  and  firm  purpofe) 
employed  upon  devotion  j  fuch  attendance  as  men 
ufually  befliow  on  their  affairs,  whereof  although  the 
adual  profecution  fometime  doth  (lick,  yet  the  de- 
fign  continually  proceedeth ;  the  mind  ever  fo  di- 
refting  its  eye  toward  them,  as  quickly  to  efpy,  and 
Itadily  to  fnatch  any  advantages  of  promoting  them. 
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%  £  RM.This  is  a  kind  of  continuance  in  pfadicei  land  is 
XIV4    commonly  fo  termed :  as  we  fay,  that  ftich  an  one 
■■  is  building  a  hotife,  is  writing  a  book,  is  occupyii^ 

fuch  land,  although  he  be  at  prefcnt  (leeping,  or  eat- 
ing, or  following  any  other  bufincfs ;   becaufc  his 
main  dcfign  never  fleepeth,  and  his  purpofe  conti- 
nues uninterrupted.     This  is  that  which  is  fb  often 
enjoined  under  the  phrafe  of  watching  about  prayer. 
Uke  xii.  Watch  yt  ihereforty  and  pay  always^  laith  our  Lord* 
CoL  iv.  X.  Continue  in  prayer ^  and  watch  in  thtfamt^  faith  St.  Paul. 
^^plsui'^"  £tf  ye  fober^  and  watch  unto  prayer^  faith  St.  Peter. 
Watt!' «iv!  Which  expreffions  import  a  moft  conftant  and  care- 
41.xxv.15.fui  attendance  upon  this  duty  :  that  we  do  not  tnake 
it  a  irafif yok,  or  byc-^bufinefs  in  our  life>  (a  matter  of 
fmall  confidcration  or  indifference,  of  cliriofity,  of 
chance,)  to  be  tranfafted  drowfily  or  faintly,  with  a 
dcfultorious  and  flight  endeavour,  by  fits,  as  the  hu- 
mour taketh  us  \  but  that,  accounting  it  a  buiineb 
of  the  choiceft  nature  and  weightieft  moment,  we 
do  adhere  thereto  with  unmoveable  purpofe,  regard 
it  with  undiftradted  attention,  purfue  it  with  unwea- 
ried diligence,  being  always  upon  the  guard,  wake- 
ful and  expedite,  intent  upon  and  apt  to  clofe  with 
any  occafion  fuggefting  matter  thereof.    That  we 
Ihould  do  thus  reafon  alfo  doth  oblige  :  for  that,  as 
in  truth,  no  bufinefs  doth  better  deferve  our  utmoft 
refolution  and  care;  fo  none  doth  more  need  them  j 
nature  being  fo  backward,'  and  occafion  fo  flippery, 
that  if  we  do  not  ever  mind  it,  we  (hall  feldom  prac- 
tife  it. 
aptt.1.12.     ^^I*  P^^yi^^S  incejfantly  may  fignify,  that  we  do  ac- 
iiii«nv«;u».tually  embrace  all  fit  feafons  and  emergent  occafions 
«ri»J^*(!,.*of  devotion.     This  in  moral  computation  doth  paft 
^Mcbuu      for  continual  performance ;  as  a  tree  is  faid  to  bear 
that  fruit,  which  it  produceth  in  feafon  ;  and  a  man 
is  accounted  to  work  in  that  trade,  which  he  exer- 
cifeth  whenever  he  is  called  thereto.     This  fenfc  is  in 
feveral  precepts  parallel  to  that  in  hand  plainly  ex- 
Bph.vi.i8.prefled.     Pray^  faith  St.  Paul,  with  all  prayer  and 
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fupplication^  sv  ttavtI   xaifw-   and,    Watch^  faith   ours  E  r  M. 
Lord,  h  ir«m  xaifw  iioiAivoi,  praying  in  every  feafon^  or    xiv. 
upon  every  opportunity.  Devotion,  indeed,  is  rarely    ■ 
unfeafonable,  or  impertinent  :  we  may  offer  it  fJxa/-^^**"*- 
f ftK,  axa»f wf , /«  ySr^/i,  and  out  of  feafon  \  that  is,  notixim.  iv. 
only  taking  opportunities  prefented  for  it,  or  ur-*- 
gently  requiring  it,  but  catching  at  them,  and  creat- 
ing them  to  ourfelves,  when  there  is  no  fuch  appa- 
rent and  preffing  need  of  it.     But  there  are  fome 
fpecial  occafions,  which  more  importunately  and  in- 
di{penfably  do  exadt  it :  fome  feafons  there  are,  (ei- 
ther miniftered  by  extrinfical  accidents,  or  fpringing 
from  internal  difpofitions)  when,  without  both  great 
blame  and  much  damage  to  ourfelves,  we  cannot 
negleft  it :  times  there  be  moft  proper  and  accept- 
able, when  we  do  efpecially  need  to  pray,  and  when 
we  are  likely  to  fpeed  well  therein.     Every  one^  faith ^^ai.  xxxii. 
the  Pfalmift,  that  is  godly  will  pray  unto  thee  in  a  timezQ^uvll'. 
tvhen  thou  mayejl  be  found:  and,  My  prayer ^  faith  he^**- *^*^*- ^• 
again,  is  unto  thee  in  an  acceptable  time. 

Thus,  when  we  have  received  any  lingular  bleffing 
or  notable  favour  from  God,  when  profperous  (uc- 
cels  hath  attended  our  honeft  enterprifes,  when  we 
have  been  happily  refcued  from  imminent  dangers, 
when  we  have  been  fupported  in  difficulties,  or  re- 
lieved in  wants  and  ftraits ;  then  is  it  feafonable  to 
render  facrifices  of  thankfgiving  and  praife  to  the 
God  of  viftory,  help,  and  mercy ;  to  admire  and  ce- 
lebrate him,  who  is  our  flrengthy  and  our  deliverer ^y^^X,  xviu. 
OUT  faithful  refuge  in  trouble,  OMxfortrefSy  and  the  rock^^^\^^^^' 
of  our  falvation.  To  omit  this  piece  of  devotion 
then  is  vile  ingratitude,  .or  ftupid  negligence  and 
floth. 

When  any  rare  objedt  or  remarkable  occurrence 
doth,  upon  this  theatre  of  the  world,  prefeat  itfelf  to 
our  view,  in  furveying  the  glorious  works  of  nature, 
or  the  ftrange  events  of  Providence  j  then  is  a  pro- 
per occafion  fuggefted  to  fend  up  hymns  of  praife  to 
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s  E  R  M.the  power,  the  wifdom,  the  goodnefs  of  the  world's 
*  XIV.    great  Creator  and  Governor. 

When  we  undertake  any  bufinefs  of  fjpecial  mo- 

ttx^i^i  ment  and  difficulty,  then  it  is  expedient  (wifdoni 
Ip'iJIv-  prompting  it)  to  fue  for  God's  aid,  to  commit  9ur 
^  wcunu- affairs  into  his  hand,  to  recommend  our  endeavours 
Aiarc.  to  the  bleffing  of  him,  by  whofe  guidance  all  things 
£rem.  ^re  Ordered,  without  whofe  concourfe  nothing  can 
be  eflfefted,  upon  whofe  arbitrary  dilpolal  all  fuccefs 
dependeth. 

The  beginning  of  any  defign  or  bufinefs  (although 

ordinary,  if  confiderable)  is  a  proper  feafon  of  prayer 

unto  him,  to  whofe  bounty  and  favour  we  owe  our 

ability  to  aft,  fupport  in  our  proceedings,  any  com- 

aCor.iii.s.fortable  iffue  of  what  we  do  :  (for  all  our  fufficiency  is 

John  ^"'S^Qjiiyf^  .  without  him  we  can  do  nothing.)     Whence  we 

.    can  never  apply  ourfelves  to  any.  bufinefs  or  work, 

not  go  to  eat,  to  fleep,  to  travel,  to  trade,  to  ftudy, 

with  any  true  content,  any  reafonable  fecurity,  any  fa- 

tisfaftory  hope,  if  we  do  not  firft  humbly  implore  the 

favourable  protcftion,  guidance, and  affiaance  of  God. 

When  we  do  fall  into  doubts,  or  darkneffes,  (in 

•  the  courfe  either  of  our  fpiritual  or  fecular  affairs,) 

not  knowing  what  courfe  to  fleer,  or  whi(;h  way  to 

turn  ourfelves  j  (a  cafe  which  to  fo  blind  and  filly 

creatures,  as  we  are,  muft  often  happen  j)  then  doth 

jcr.  X.  23.  the  time  bid  us  to  confult  the  great  Oracle  of  truth, 

Prov.  XX.    ^^^  mighty  Counjellor^  the  Father  ofli^htSy  feeking  refo- 

iia.u.*'6r  lution  and  fatisfaftion,  light  and  wifdom  from  him ; 

Pftii'xxV'  faying  with  the  Pfalmift,  Shew  me  thy  ways^  O  Lord, 

4, 5^  8^  '  lead  me  in  thy  truth,  and  teach  me  ;  for  thou  art  the  God 

Uxx\^\\  9f  ^y  f^i'^^^iof^  '  Order  myjleps  in  thy  woid,  and  let  not 

cxriii.  10.  any  iniauity  have  dominion  over  me  ;  following  the  ad- 

"ix"'i2<.  ^^^^  ^^  ^^"  J^"^^s,  If  any  man  lack  wifdom,  let  him  ajk 

»33.         of  God,  that  givetb  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraidetb 

pJ^'.  \\h,  ^^^ »  ^^^  itfhall  be  given  him. 

ifiu  XXX.  I.  When  any  ftorm  of  danger  bluftereth  about  us, 
rxViv!'li.^'  perilouily  threatening,  or  furioufly  affailing  us  with 
xviii.  3.  rjiifchicf. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


T'he  l^ty  of  Prayer.  ^3^ 

mifchief,  (fo  that  hardly  by  our  own  ftrength  or  wits  e  r  m. 
we  can  hope  to  evade)  then  with  the  wings  of  ardent    xiv. 
devotion  we  (hould  fly  unto  God  for  (belter  and  for— ^ — -^ 
relief. 

When  any  anxious  care  diftrafteth,  or  any  heavy 
burthen  prefleth  our  minds,  we  (hould  by  prayer 
cafe  ourfelves  of  them,  and  difcharge  them  upon 
God,  committing  the  matter  of  them  to  his  care  and 
l^rovidence  ;  according  to  that  direftion  of  St.  Paul, 
Be  careful  for  nothing :  but  in  every  thing  by  prayer  and?hil  iv.  ^. 
fupplication  zvtth  tbankfgiving  let  your  requefs  be  made 
hwwn  to  God. 

When  we  do  lie  under  any  irkfome  trouble,  ov 
fore  diftrefs,   (of  want,   pain,   difgrace,)  then,   for 
fuccour  and  fupport,  for  eafe  and  comfort,  we  fliould 
have  recourfe  to  the  Father  of  pities^  and  God  of  all  con-^^^^-  '•  t> 
folatton-,  who  is  nigh  to  all  that  call  upon  him^  will  alfoi^^  \\,  ^*^ 
bear  their  cry,  and  will  fave  them ;  who,  when  the^"^^"^}-  3- 
righteous  cry,  doth  hear  them^  and  deliver  eth  them  out  of^y{u\lz\ 
all  their  troubles 'y  who  is  fo  often  ftyled  the  hiding-place^^^-J:^^ 
from  troubles^  the  help  andflrengthy  thefhield  and  buck-xxxn.'j. ' 
ler^  the  rock^  the  fortrefsy  the  high  towei'^  the  hern  ^^^»iii.  io. 
falvation^  to  all  good  ^nd  difbefled  people.     To  him 
we  Ihould  in  fuch  a  condition  have  recourfe,  imitat- 
ing the  pious  Pfalmift,  whofe  practice  was  this  :  /«Pfai.ixxvii. 
the  day  of  my  trouble  I  fought  the  Lord :  I  poured  out\i^J]^l,\ 
my  complaint  before  him^  Ifhewed  before  him  my  /r<?»-c*viii.5. 
hie  :  I  called  unto  the  Lm*d  in  my  dijrefs  :  the  Lord 
anfwered  me^  andfet  me  in  a  large  place. 

When  any  ftrong  temptation  doth  invade  us, 
with  which  by  our  own  ftrength  we  cannot  grapple, 
but  are  IBce  to  fink  and  feulter  under  it ;  then  is  it 
eipporttrne  and  needful  that  we  (hould  feek  to  God 
for  a  fopply  of  fpiritual  forces,  and  the  fuccour  of 
his  almighty  grace,  as  St.  Paul  did  :  when  there  was  2  Cor.  xii. 
given  ta  him  a  thorn  in  thefe/h^  a  mefenger  of  Satan  /o^'^'^* 
buffet  him  5  then  he  befought  the  Lord  thrice  that  it 
might  depart  fi^m  him:  and  he  had  this  return  from 
God^  JMfygtatt  is  fufficient  f<^  thee. 
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6  E  R  M»  When  alfo  (from  ignorance,  or  miftake,  from  in* 
XIV.    advertency,  negligence,  or  raflinefs,  from  weaknefs, 

from  wantonnefs,  from  prefumption)  we  have  tranf- 

.  greffed  our  duty,  and  incurred  (infill  guilt ;  then, 
(for  avoiding  the  confequent  danger  and  vengeance, 
for  unloading  our  confciences  of  the  burthen  and 
diicomfort  thereof,)  with  humble  confeflion  in  our 
mouths,  and  ferious  contrition  in  our  hearts,  we 
(hould  apply  ourfelves  to  the  God  of  mercy,  depre- 
cating his  wrath,  and  imploring  pardon  from  him ; 

I  John  1.9. remembering  that  promife  of  St.  John,  If  we  confefs 
our  fins  ^  he  h  faithful  andjufi  to  forgive  us  our  fins^  and 
to  cleanje  us  from  allimquity  ^  and  that  declaration  of 

Prov.xxviii.the   Wife   Man,  He  that  covereth  his  fins  fhall  not 

piai.  xxxiuP^pfP^ '  ^^'^  ^^  ^^^^  confejfeth  and  forfaketh  them  fhall 

5.  n.  1.  sec.have  mercy. 

jobvii.  ao.     jj^  ^j^^j^^  ^^^  ^^^  jjj^^  ^^^^^  Q^  j^y  ^^j.  neceffities 

doth  invite  and  fummon  us  to  come  unto  him ;  and 
no  lefs  fooliOi  than  impious  we  are,  if  we  do  then 
llink  away,  or  fly  from  him.  Then  we  (hould  (as 
the  Apoflle  to  the  Hebrews  exhort eth)  come  boldly 
Hcb.  \'''^(>'i4nto  the  throne  of  riace.  that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and 
^y  BiKB,..^y.  find  grace  to  help  m  time  of  needy  (or,  *  for  fealonable 
relief.) 

And  befide  thofe  outwardly  prompting  and  urg- 
ing us,  there  be  other  opportunities,  fpringing  from 
within  us,  which  we  are  no  lefs  obhged  and  con- 
cerned to  embrace.    When  God  by  his  gentle  whif- 
Jcr.  XXXV.  pers  calleth  us,  or  by  his  foft  impulfes  draweth  us 
Prov.  i.  24.^^^^  h^^  prefence  ;  we  (hould  then  take  heed  of  ftop- 
ifa.i'i.ixv.ping  our  ears,  or  turning  our  hearts  from  him,  refuf- 
li.ixvi.  4.-^g  to  hearken,  or  to  comply.    We  muft  not  any 
wile  quench  or  damp  any  fparks  of  devout  affeftion 
kindled  in  us  by  the  divine  Spirit ;  we  muft  not  repel 
or  refift  any  of  his  kindly  fuggeftions  or  motions. 

Whenever  we  find  ourfelves  well  afFeded  to,  or 
well  framed  for  devotion  ;  that  we  have  a  lively  fenfe 
of,  and  a  coming  appetite  to  fpiritual  things  j  that  our  ' 
fpirits  are  brifk  and  pure,  our  fancy  calm  and  clear, 

our 
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our  hearts  tender  and  fupple,  our  afFedions  warms  e  r  m. 
and  nimble  ;  then  a  fair  feafon  ofFereth  itfelf  j  and   xiv. 
when  the  iron  is  fo  hot,  we  Ihould  ftrike.  — — — 

If  at  any  time  we  feel  any  forward  inclinations  or 
good  difpofitions  to  the  praftice  of  this  duty,  we 
fhould  never  check  or  curb  them,  but  rather  Ihould 
promote  and  advance  them  j  puftiing  ourfelves  for- 
ward in  this  hopeful  career ;  letting  out  the  ftream 
of  our  affeftions  into  this  right  channel,  that  it  may 
run  freely  therein,  that  it  may  overflow  and  diffufe 
itfelf  in  exuberance  of  devotion.     Farther, 

IV.  Praying  tncejfantly  may  fignify,  that  we  (hould 
with  affiduous  urgency  drive  on  the  intent  of  our 
prayers,  never  quitting  it,  or  defifling,  till  our  requefts 
are  granted,  or  our  defires  ^re  accompliftied.     Thus 
doing  we  may  be  faid  to  pray  continually :  as  he  that 
goeth  forward  in  his  journey,  (although  he  fometime 
doth  bait,  fometime  doth  reft  and  repofe  himfelf,)  is 
faid  yet  to  be  in  travel  y  or  as  he  that  doth  not  wave 
the  profecution  of  his  caufe,  (although  fome  demurs 
intervene)  is  deemed  ftill  to  be  in  fuit.    This  is  that 
which  our  Lord  did  in  the  Gofpel  prefcribe  and  per- 
fuade,  where  it  is  recorded  of  him,  that  He /pake  apa-tuu  x?iii. 
rable  unto  tbem^  that  men  ought  always  to  pray,  and  not  to^' 
faint.  That /rtf)?///^^/zt;tf)'j  the  enfuingdifcourfe  (hew- 
eth  to  import  reftlefs  importunity,  and  perfeverance  in 
prayer  :  the  fame  which  fo  often  is  commended  to 
us  by  the  phrafes  of  jlm}  cxxaxciV,  not  to  faint  ox  fault  er  ; 
fAii  -cra^itr^ony  not  to  ceafe,  or  give  over ;  ^foo-xaflffirvj^pj;  ':^;^ 
to  continue  infant^  ox  hold  out  ftoutly ;    ayww'^fo-S-ajyRo.  xu.  12. 
to  firive  earneflly,  or  conteft  and  ftruggle  in  prayers ;  ^^^*  *^*  ^* 
v^oa-fAmiy  rm7q  iniciiriy  to  abide  at  fupplications  ;  ayjuTr-  1  Tim.v.5. 
vu¥  IV  'rnitrij  zarj oerxajT£oi)<r«»,  to  watch  with  allpei'feverance,  •  pjai!  x!4! 
That  which  alfo  is  implied  by  thofe  terms,  which  inix.  10.  xiv. 
fcriptural  ftyle  do  commonly  exprefs  devotion  :  by  u  "uxii. 
*feekingGod:  which  implieth,  that  God  doth  not6,3i-}xx.4. 
prefently,  upon  any  flight  addrefs,  difcover  himfelf  in  Jo™||;/^' 
beneficial  eifefts  anfwerable  to  our  defires,  but  after  Pcut.iv.  29. 
a  careful  and  painful  continuance  in  our  applications  ^^^^^'  ^'"' 

Z  3  .  tOFUxxYu.6. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


34^  ^^  -O^/y  of  Prayer. 

s  E  R  M.  to  him  ;  by  *  waiting  upon  God ;  which  fignifieth, 
XIV.    that  if  God  do  ;iot  prefently  appear,  granting  our 
■  requefts,  we  ihould  patiently  ftay,  expcfting  till  he 

•pf.cxxiii.be  pleafed  to  do  it  in  his  own  beft  time,  according 
cixx!*5?  to  that  in  the  Pfalm,  ^  Our  eyes  wait  upon  the  Lord 
xxxvir. 7.  our  God^  until  he  have  mercy  upon  us:  by  knocking y 
xxvii/14/' which  intimateth,  that  the  door  of  grace  doth  not 
iii''*'' rlx^^*  ^^^  ftand  open,  or  that  we  can  have  an  efFeftual  ac- 
cxiv!i5.  cefs  to  God,  until  he,  warned,  and  as  it  were  ex- 
xl's^'.^xUx!^^^^^*  by  our  earneft  importunity,  pleafeth  to  liftcn, 
23.  to  difclofe  himfelf,  to  come  forth  unto  us. 

J^'/[Jj;  ^'  And  this  praftice  reafon  alfo  doth  enforce.  For 
a5>  »^-  there  are  fome  good  things  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
Prov.  XX.  ^^^  fpiritual  life  and  welfare,  (fuch  as  are  freedom 
tPf.cxxHi.from  bad  inclinations,  diforderly  afFeftions,  vicious 
Luke  xii.  habits,  and  noxious  errors ;  the  fanftifying  prefencc 
36.  and  influence  of  God's  holy  Spirit,  with  the  bkfled 

vid"*chiyr  graces  and  fweet  fruits  thereof  j  growth  in  virtue, 
tom.vi.  delight  in  fpiritual  things,  the  lenfe  of  God's  love 
adThcod.  and  favour,  with  the  like,)  which  good  reafon  en- 
*'  gagcth  us  fo  perfeveringly  to  feek,  as  never  to  reft 

or  be  fatisficd  till  we  have  acquired  them  in  perfect 
degree  ;  fince  we  cannot  ever  do  well  without  them, 
or  ever  get  enough  of  them.     In  begging  other  infe- 
rior things,  it  may  become  us  to  be  relerved,  indif- 
ferent, and  modeft  ;  but  about  thefe  matters  (wherc- 
Ai>i'ci«     in  all  our  felicity  is  extremely  concerned)  it  were  a 
rJ^iw    folly  to  be  flack  or  timorous  i  as  we  cannot  be  faid 
i-.^fi  vfo^    immoderately  to  defire  them,  fo  we  cannot  be  (up- 
^'         pofed  immodeftly  to  feek  them  there,  where  only 
they  can  be  found,  in  God's  prefence  and   hand. 
The   cafe   doth  bear,  yea,   doth   require,  that   we 
fhould  be  eager  and  hot,  refolute  and  fl:iff,  free  and 
bold,  yea,  in  a  manner  peremptory  and  impudent 
folicitors  with  God  for  them.     So  our  Saviour  inti- 
mateth, where,  comparing  the  manner  of  God's  pro- 
ceeding with  that  of  men,  he  reprefenteth  one  friend 
yielding  needful  fuccour  to  another,  not  barely  upon 
luicc  xi.  a.  the  fcore  of  friendfhip,  but  $^i  rnp  »v»tin»vy/6r  hit 
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impfudence ;  that  is,  for  his  confident  and  continued  s  e  R  M. 
urgency,  admitting  no  refufal  or  excufe.     So;  doth    xiv. 

God,  in  fuch  cafes,  allow  and  oblige  us  to  deal  with — 

hinfi,  being  inftant  and  pertinacious  in  pur  requefts, 
giving  him  no  refty  (as  the  phrafe  is  in  the  Prophet  ;)if*.ixii.  7^ 
nbt  enduring  to  be  put  off,  or  brooking  any  repulfc : 
never  b^ing  difcouraged,  or  caft  into  defpair,  by  any 
delay  or  fenlblance  of  negleft.     We  may  wrejlle  wUb 
Gody  like  Jacob,  and  with  Jacob  may  fay,  /  will  fwf^^^^^^ 
lei  thee  gOy  except  thou  blefs  me.     Thus  God  fuffereth*  ' 
himfelf  to  be  prevailed  upon,  and  is  willingly  over- 
come :  thus  Omnipotence  may  be  maftered,  and  a 
happy  victory  may  be  gained  over  Invincibility  itfelt. 
Heaven  fometime  may  be  forced  by  ftorm,  (or  by 
the  affaults  of  extremely  fervent  prayer  j)  it  aflured- 
ly  win  yield  to  a  long  fiege.     God  will  not  ever  hold 
out  againft  the  attempts  of  an  obftinate  fuppliant. 
So  the  kingdom  of  heaven  fuffereth  violence y  and  the  vio-^^^-  xi. 
lent  take  it  hy  force.    We  read  in  St.  John's  Gofpel  of  John  v.  ^. 
a  man,  that,  being  thirty-eight  years  difeafed,  did  Vid.  chryf. 
wait  at  the  pool  of  Bethefda  feeking  relief;  him  ourorat.40. 
Lord  pitied  and  helped,  crowning  his  patience  with  ^^ 'J  •'o**? 
miraculous  relief,  and  propofing  it  for  an  example  to    '  ^  ' 
us  of  perfeverance.     It  is  faid  of  the  Patriarch  Ifaac, 
that  he  intreated  the  Lord  for  his  wifcy  becaufe  fhe  wasGen.ttJ/. 
barren ;  and  the  Lord  was  intreated  of  him^  and  Re-  **• 
becca  his  wife  conceived.    Whereupon  St.  Chryfoftom  y'^^o'"^-^ 
doth  obferve,  that  he  had  perfevered  twenty  years  in  " 
that  petition. 

Of  good  fuccefs  to  this  praftice  we  have  many  af- 
furances  in  holy  Scripture.     ^The  Lord  is  good  unto  Lam.  ia. 
ihem  that  wait  for  hiniy  to  the  foul  that  feeketh  him.  J^'.  xxx. 
Bleffed  are  all  they  that  wait  for  him.     None  that  wait  >8.  xUx. 
on   him  fhall  he  ajhamed.     *They  that  wait  upon  /i'^pf.'xxv.  3. 
Lord  fliall  renew  their  flrength  \   they  fhall  mount  «^xxxvii.9. 
with  wings  as  eagles  ;  they  fhall  run,  and  not  be  weary  ;  3,. 
they  fhall  walky  and  notfahit.     So  hath  God  aflured » J[^~°- 

Ezr.  viii.22.  Amos  v.  4.  2  Chr.  xv.  12.  Pf.  ix.  10.  S^tkwg  GW,the  periphnfiaof  a  relisl« 
ous  mao.  Pf.  xiv.  2>  xxiv.  6.  Ixix.  6.  Ixx.  4.  cxix.  2.  x.  4, 
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s  E  R  M.  by  his  word,  and  engaged  himfelf  by  promife,  that 
XIV.    he  will  yield  unto  conftant  and  patient  devotion  ;  fo 

"  that  it  (hall  never  want  good  fuccefs. 

Without  this  praftice  we  cannot  indeed  hope  to 
obtain  thofe  precious  things ;  they  will  not  come  at 
an  eafy  rate,  or  be  given  for  a  fong;  a  lazy  wifli  or 
two  cannot  fetch  th^m  down  from  heaven.  God 
will  not  beftow  them  at  firft  aiking,  or  deal  them 
out  in  one  lump :  but  it  is  upon  affiduous  foliciting* 
and  by  gradual  communication,  that  he  difpenfeth 
them.  So  his  wife  good-will,  for  many  fpecial  rea- 
fons,  difpofeth  him  to  proceed  :  that  we  may  (as  it ' 
hecometh  and  behoveth  us)  abide  under  a  continual 
fenfe  of  our  natural  impotency  and  penury  ;  of  our 
dependence  upon  God,  and  obligation  to  him  for 
the  free  collation  of  thofe  beft  gifts  :  that  by  fomc 
difficulty  of  procuring  them  we  may  be  minded  of 
their  worth,  and  induced  the  more  to  prize  them : 
that  by  earneftly  feeking  them  we  may  improve  our 
fpiritual  appetites,  and  excite  holy  affeftions :  that 
bj^  much  converfing  with  heaven  our  minds  may  be 
raifed  above  earthly  things,  and  our  hearts  purified 
from  fordid  defires :  that  we  may  have  a  conftant 
employment  anfwerable  to  the  beft  capacities  of  our 
fouls,  worthy  our  care  and  pain,  yielding  moft  folid 
profit  and  pure  delight  unto  us  :  that,  in  fine,  by 
our  greater  endeavour  in  religious  praftice  we  may 
obtain  a  more  ample  reward  thereof. 

For  the  fame  reafon  indeed  that  we  pray  at  all, 
we  fhould  pray  thus  with  continued  inftance.  We 
do  not  pray  to  inftruft  or  advife  God ;  not  to  tell 

Matt.  vi.  8. him  news,  or  inform  him  of  our  wants :  {He  knows 
tbem^  as  our  Saviour  telleth  us,  before  we  ajk :)  nor 
do  we  pray  by  dint  of  argument  to  perfuade  God, 
and  bring  him  to  our  bent ;  nor  that  by  fair  fpeech 
we  may  cajole  him  or  move  his  affedions  toward  us 
by  pathetical  orations  :  not  for  any  fuch  purpofe  are 
we  obliged  to  pray.  But  for  that  it  becomcth  and 
behoveth  us  fo  to  do,  becaufe  it  is  a  proper  inftru- 
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ment  of  bettering,  ennobling,  and  perfe£ting  cursERM, 
fouls  ;  becaufe  it  breedeth  moft  holy  afFedtions,  and    xiv. 
pure  fatisfadions,  and  worthy  refolutions ;  becaufe  it- 
fitteth  us  for  the  enjoyment  of  happinefs,  and  lead- 
eth  us  thither  :  for  fuch  ends  devotion  is  prefcribed^ 
and  conftant  perfeverance  therein  being  needful  to 
thofe  purpofes,  (praying  by  fits  and  ftarts  not  fuffic- 
ing  to  accomplilli  them,)  therefore  fuch  perfeverance 
is  required  of  us.     Farther, 

V.  Praying  incejfafitly  may  import,  that  we  do  with 
all  our  occupations  and  all  occurrences  interlace  de- 
vout ejaculations  of  prayer  and  praife ;  lifting  up 
our  hearts  to  God,  and  breathing  forth  expreflions 
of  devotion  fuitable  to  the  objefts  and  occafions 
which  prefent  themfelves.  This  as  it  nearly  doth 
approach  to  the  punftual  accompliOiment  of  what 
our  text  prefcribeth,  fo  it  feemeth  required  by  St. 
Paul,  when  he  biddeth  us  pray  always  iy  -rrniii.otfiy  /«  Eph.vi.it. 
fpirit^  and  to  fine  iy  tJi  xaoSU^  in  /he  heart :  that  is^!;  J^:..  - 
with  very  frequent  elevations  of  fpirit  in  holy 
thoughts  and  defires  toward  heaven ;  with  opportune 
refentments  of  heart,  directing  thanks  and  praife  to 
God.  We  cannot  ever  be  framing  or  venting  long 
prayers  with  our  lips,  but  almoft  ever  our  mind  can 
throw  pious  glances,  our  heart  may  dart  good  wiflies 
upwards  j  fo  that  hardly  any  moment  (any  confider- 
able  fpace  of  time)  fliall  pafs  without  fome  lightfomc 
flaflies  of  devotion  *.  As  bodily  refpiration,  without 
intermiflion  or  impediment,  doth  concur  with  all  our 
a6lions;  fo  may  that  breathing  of  foul,  which  preferv- 
eth  our  fpiritual  life,  and  ventilateth  that  holy  flame 
within  us,  well  confpire  with  all  other  occupations^. 

*  Sed  non  falls  perfpiciunt  quantum  natura  humani  ingenii  va* 
Icat,  quae  ita  eft  agilis  ct  velox,  fic  in  omnem  partem  (ut  Ua  dix- 
crim)  rpc6tat,  ut  nc  pollit  quidem  aliquid  agcre  tan  turn  unum  5  in 
plura  vcro  non  eodem  die  modo,  fed  eodem  temporis  momento^ 
vim  fuam  impendat.  J§«i«/.  i.  12. 

^  MmiAontniQp  yap  Oitf  /xoMoy  n  umwHvri^t'  1^  ii  olof  Ti  tSto  tlwiTf, 
ftjj^i  aMo  TI  i  riro  w^Wor.  Naz,  Or,  33. 

For 
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^  E  RM.F6t  d^irotioh  is  of  a  nature  fo  fpiritual,  fo  fubtili?, 
±\i.  arid  perfetrant,  that  no  matter  can  exclude  or  ob- 
lirr  - ' '  -  ftruft  it.  Our  minds  are  fo  ^^iceedingty  nimble  and 
aftiVe,  that  no  bufinefs  can  hold  pace  with  them,  or 
€3ihauft:  their  attention  and  aftivity.  We  can  never 
be  fb  fully  poflefled  by  any  employment,  but  that 
divers  vacuities  of  time  do  intercur,  wherein  our 
thoughts  and  affections  will  be  diverted  to  other 
-matters.  As  a  covetous  man,  whatever  befide  he  is 
doing,  will  be  carking  about  his  bags  and  treafures ; 
an  ambitious  man  will  be  devifing  on  his  plots  and 
t)i?ojefl:s ;  z  voluptuous  man  will  have  his  mind  in 
his  diflies ;  a  lafcivious  man  will  be  doting  on  his 
amours ;  a  ftudious  man  will  be  mufing  on  his  no- 
vid.  chryf.  tions  J  cvery  man,  according  to  his  particular  iiicli- 
A^im  ^^  i^^tio^j  will  lard  his  bufineft,  and  befprinkle  all  his 
tom.v.p.  ^Aioris  with  cares  and  wifhes  tending  to  the  enjoy- 
78, 79-  ment  of  what  he  moft  efteemeth  and  affefteth  :  fo 
may  a  good  Chriftian,  through  all  his  undertakings, 
wind  in  devout  refledtions  and  pious  motions  of  foul 
toward  the  chief  objedt  of  his  mind  and  afFeftion. 
Moft  bufinefles  have  wide  gaps,  all  have  fome  chinks, 
at  which  devotion  may  flip  m.  Be  we  never  fo  ur- 
gently fet  or  clofely  intent  upon  any  work,  (be  we 
feeding,  be  we  travelling,  be  we  trading,  be  we  ftu- 
dying,)  nothing  yet  can  forbid,  but  that  we  may  to- 
gether wedge  in  a  thought  concerning  God's  good- 
nefs,  and  bolt  forth  a  word  of  praife  for  it ;  but  that 
we  may  refledt  on  our  fins,  and  fpend  a  penitential 
fjgh  on  them  y  but  that  we  may  defcry  our  need  of 
God's  help,  and  difpatch  a  brief  petition  for  it :  a 
God  be  praifedy  a  Lord  have  meYcy^  a  God  blefs^  or  God 
help  me,  will  nowife  interrupt  or  difturb  our  proceed- 
ings ^.  As  worldly  cares  and  defires  do  often  intrude 
and  creep  into  our  devotions,  diftrafting  and  defiling 
them  i  lo  may  fpiritual  thoughts  and  holy  afFedions 

^  E4V1  xeni  hanmfj  'EAiijw  ^f,  0  0i«^,  net)  ti'jrifTtroti  aw  i  i^x'* 
Chr^f.  ibid. 
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infinuate  them  reives  into  and  hallow  our  fecularsERM* 
tranfaftions.    This  praftice  is  very  poffible,  and  it  is    xiv. 
no  lefs  expedient :  for  that  if  our  employments  be  ■ 

not  thus  feafoned,  they  can  have  no  true  life  or  fa- 
vour in  them  ;  they  will  in  themfelves  be  dead  and 
putrid,  they  will  be  foul  and  noifome,  or  at  leaft  flat 
and  infipid  unto  us. 

There  are  fome  other  good  meanings  of  this  pre- 
cept, according  to  which  holy  Scripture  (backed 
with  good  reafon)  obligeth  us  to  obferve  it :  but 
thofe,  (together  with  the  general  inducements  to  the 
praftice  of  this  duty)  that  I  may  not  farther  now 
trefpafs  on  your  patience,  I  fli;^l  refcrve  to  another 
opportunity. 


SERMON 
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SERMON    XV. 

Of  the  Duty  of  Praycn 


I  Thess.  v.  17, 

Pray  without  ceafing. 


TTTHAT  the  prayer  here  enjoined  by  St.  Pauls  BUM. 
VV  ^o^h  import,  and  how  by  it  univerfally  all    xv, 
forts  of  devotion  (hould  be  underftood,  we  did  for-  - 

merly  difcourfe.  How  dfo  according  to  divers  fenfes 
(grounded  in  holy  Scripture,  and  enforced  by  good 
reafon,)  we  may  perform  this  duty  incejfantly^  we  did 
then  declare  j  five  fuch  fenfes  we  did  mention  and 
profecute :  I  (hall  now  add  two  or  three  more^  and 
prefs  them. 

VI.  Praying  then  incejfantly  may  imply,  that  we 
do  appoint  certain  times  conveniently  difltant  for  the 
praftice  of  devotion,  and  carefully  obferve  them. 
To  keep  the  Jews  in  a  conftant  exercife  of  divine 
worfliip,  God  did  conftitute  a  facrifice,  which  was 
called  TamiJby  (ti  J*fl67rarro^  dwla)  the  continual  facrifice jHnyiiuiu 
And  as  that  lacrifice,  being  conftantly  offered  at  fet"^;^"'^; 
times,  was  thence  denominated  ^c>«/i««j/;  fo  may  we, 
by  punftually  obferving  fit  returns  of  devotion,  be 
faid  to  pray  incejfantly. 

And  gr&at  reafon  there  is  that  we  fhould  do  fb. 
For  we  know  that  all  perfons,  who  would  not  lead  a 
loofe  and  flattering  life,  but  defign  with  good  afluranco 

and 
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SERM.and  advantage   to   profecute  an   orderly  courfe  of 
XV.     adtion,  are  wont  to  diftribute  their  time  into  feveral 

■  parcels  \  afligning  fome  part  thereof  to  the  neceffary 

tefeftion  of  their  bodies,  fome  to  the  convenient  re- 
laxation of  their  minds,  fome  to  the  difpatch  of  their 
ordinary  affairs,  fome  alfo  to  familiar  converfation, 
and  interchanging  good  offices  with  their  friends  ^\ 
confidering,  that  otherwifc  they  fhall  be  uncertain, 
and  unjlabk  in  all  their  ways.  And  in  this  diftribution 
of  time  devotion  furely  fliould  not  lack  its  fhare  :  it 
rather  juftly  claimeth  the  choiceft  portion  to  be  al- 
lotted thereto,  as  being  incomparably  the  nobleft 
part  of  our  duty,  and  maineft  concernment  of  our 
lives.  The  feeding  our  fouls  and  nourilhing  our 
fpiritual  life,  the  reffefliing  our  fpirits  with  thofe  no 
lefs  pleafant  than  wholelome  exercifes,  the  driving 
on  oxu"  correfpondence  and  commerce  with  heaven, 
the  improving  otir  frieiidfliip  and  intercft  with  God, 
are  affairs  which  above  all  others  do  befl  deferve,  and 
mofl  need  being  fecured.  They  muft  not  therefore 
be  left  at  random,  to  be  done  by  the  by,  as  it  hitteth 
by  chance,  or  as  the  fancy  taketh  us.  If  we  do  not 
depute  vacant  feafons,  and  fix  periodical  returns  for 
devotion,  engaging  ourfelves  by  firm  refolution,  and 
inuring  *our  minds  by  conflant  ufage  to  the  ftrid 
obfervance  of  them,  fecluding  from  them,  as  from 
fecred  enclofures,  all  other  bufineffcs ;  we  fhall  often 
be  dangeroufly  tempted  to  negleft  it,  we  fliall  be  com- 
monly lifllefs  to  it,  prone  to  defer  it,  eafily  feduced 
from  it  by  the  encroachment  of  other  affairs,  or  en- 
ticement of  other  pleafures.  It  is  requifite  that 
our  fouls  alfo  (no  Icls  than  our  bodies)  fhould  have 
their  meals,  fettled  at  fuch  intervals  as  the  mainte- 
nance of  their  life,  their  health,  their  ftrength  and 
vigour  do  require ;  that  they  may  not  perifh  or 

* 
*  Cur  ipd  aliquid  forenfibus  negotils,  allquid  defideriis  amico* 
rum,  aliquid  rationibus  domefticis,  aliquid  curat  corporis^  nonnihil 
voluptdti  quotidie  damus  ^  ^mt.  i.  la. 
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langulfh  for  w^nt  of  timely  repafts ;    that  a  good  s  e  11  ]^, 
appetite  may  duly  fpring  up,  prompting  and  infti-    xv, 

gating  to  them;    that  a  found  temper  and  robuft - 

conftitution  of  foul  may  be  preferved  by  them. 

Prayers  are  the  bqlwarks  of  piety  and  good  con- 
fcience,  the  which  ought  to  be  placed  fo  as  to  flank 
and  relieve  one  another,  together  with  the  interjacent 
fpaccs  of  our  life  ;  that  the  enemy  {the  fin  which  doihHch.xii  i, 
fo  eafily  befet  us)  may  not  come  on  between,  or  at  any 
time  aflault  us,  without  a  force  fufficiently  near  to 
reach  and  repel  him. 

In  determining  thefe  feafons  and  meafures  of  time 
according  to  juft  proportion,  honeft  prudence  (weigh- 
ing the  feveral  conditions,  capacities,  and  circum- 
ftances  of  each  perfon)  muft  arbitrate.  For  fomei 
difference  is  to  be  made  between  a  merchant  an,d  a, 
monk,  between  thofe  who  follow  a  court  an4 
thofe  who  refide  in  a  cloifter  or  a  college.  Some, 
men  having  great  encumbrances  of  bufinefs  and 
duty  by  neceffity  impofed  on  them,  which  confume 
much  of  their  time,  and  engage  their  thoughts ;  of 
them  in  reafon,  neither  fo  frequent  recourfes  to,  nor 
lb  long  continuance  in  prayer  can  be  demanded,  as 
^rom  thofe  who  enjoy  more  abundant  leifure,  and 
free  fcope  of  thoughts.  But  fome  fit  times  all  may 
and  muft  allow,  which  no  avocation  of  bufineis,  no 
diftraftion  of  care  Ihould  purloin  from  them. 

Certain  feafons  and  periods  of  this  kind  nature  it- 
lelf  (in  correfpondence  to  her  unalterable  revolutions) 
doth  feem  to  define  and  prefcribe  :  thofe  which  the 
royal  Prophet  recommendeth,  when  he  faith,  //  //  ^pfai.xdi.i, 
good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord^  and  to  Jing^'  *^*  *^" 
praifes  unto  thy^  name,  O  thou  moji  high  :  To  Jhew  forth ' 
thy  loving-kindnefs  every  morningy  and  thy  faitbfuhiefs 
every  night.     Every  day  we  do  recover  and  receive, 
a  new  life  from  God ;  every  morning  we  do  com- 
mence bufinefs,  or  revive  it :  from  our  bed  of  reft  and 
(fcurity  we  then  iffue  forth,  expofing  ourfelves  to 
the  cares  and  toils,  to  the  dangers,  troubles,  an4 

temptations 
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s  E  R  M.  temptations  of  the  world ;  then  efpecially  therefore 
XV.     it  is  reafonable,  that  we  fliould  facrifice  thanks  to 

I-  the  gracious  preferver  of  our  life,  and  the  faithful 

reftorer  of  its  fupports  and  comforts ;  that  we  (hould 
crave  his  direftion  and  help  in  the  purfuit  of  our  ho- 
nefl  undertakings ;  that  to  his  proteftion  from  firt 
and  mifchief  we  fhould  recommend  ourfelves  and 
our  affairs;  that,  by  offering  up  to  him  the  firil-fniits 
of  our  diurnal  labours,  we  fhould  confecrate  and 
confign  them  all  to  his  blefiing ;  that  as  we  are  then 
wont  to  falute  all  the  world,  fo  then  chiefly  with 
humble  obeifance  we  Ihould  accofl  him,  who  is  ever 
prefent  with  us,  and  continually  watchful  over  us. 
Then  alfo  peculiarly  devotion  is  mofl  feafonable, 
becaufe  then  our  minds  being  lefs  prepofTefTed  and 
peflered  with  other  cares,  our  fancies  becoming 
lively  and  gay,  our  memories  frefli  and  prompt, 
our  fpirits  copious  and  brifk,  we  are  better  difpoled 
for  it. 

Every  night  alfo  reafon  calleth  for  thefe  duties ; 
requiring  that  we  fliould  clofe  our  bufinefs  and 
wind  up  all  our  cares  in  devotion  j  that  we  (hould 
then  blefs  God  for  his  gracious  prefer  vat  ion  of  xis 
from  the  manifold  hazards  and  the  fins  to  which  we 
flood  obnoxious  ;  that  we  (hould  implore  his  mercy 
for  the  manifold  neglefts  and  tranfgreflions  of  our 
duty,  which  through  the  day  pafl  we  have  incurred  ; 
that  our  minds  being  then  fo  tired  with  fhidy  and 
care,  our  fpirits  fo  wafted  with  labour  and  toil,  that  we 
cannot  any  longer  fuftain  ourfelves,  but  do  of  our 
own  accord  fink  down  into  a  poflure  of  death,  we 
fhould,  as  dying  men,  refign  our  fouls  into  God's 
hand,  depofiting»  ourfelves  and  our  concernments 
into  his  cuflody,  who  alone  doth  never  Jleep  nor  Jlum- 
ber ;  praying  that  he  would  guard  us  from  all  the 
dangers  and  diflurbances  incident  to  us  in  that  flatc 
of  forgetfulnefs,  and  interregnum  of  our  reafon ;  that 
he  would  grant  us  a  happy  refurreftion  in  fafcty  and 
health,  with  a  good  and  cheerful  mind,  enabling  us 

thereafter 
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thereafter  comfortably  to  enjoy  ourfelves,  and  de-SERM^ 
lightfully  to  ferve  him,  xv. 

Thus  if  we  do  conftantly  bound  and  circumfcribc  ■ 
our  days,  dedicating  thofe  moft  remarkable  breaks 
of  time  unto  God's  fervice,  fince  beginning  and  end 
do  comprehend  the  whole,  feeing,  in  the  computa- 
tion and  ftyle  of  Mofes,  evening  and  morning  do  con- 
ftitute  a  day  ;  we  may  with  fome  good  congruity  be 
faid  to  pray  inceflantly. 

Efpecially  if  at  the  middle  diftance  between  thofe 
extremes  we  are  wont  to  interpofe  fomewhat  of  de- 
votion. For  as  then  ufually  our  fpirits,  being  fome- 
what fhattered  and  fpent,  do  need  a  recruit,  ena- 
bling us  to  pafs  through  the  refidue  of  the  day  with 
its  incumbent  bufinefs^  fo  then  it  would  do  well, 
and  may  be  requifite,  in  a  meal  of  devotion  to  re- 
frefli  our  fouls  with  fpiritual  fuftenance,  drawn  from 
the  never-failing  ftorehoufe  of  divine  grace ;  which 
may  fo  fortify  us,  that  with,  due  vigour  and  alacrity 
we  may  perform  the  enfuing  duties  to  God's  honour, 
and  our  own  comfort.  Thus  to  praftife  was  the 
j-efolution  of  the  Pfalmift,  that  great  mafter  of  devo^ 
tion;  Evening  J  faid  he,  and  morning,  and  at  noon  will  /Pfal.  iv.  17. 
pray^  and  cry  alond.  And  this  was  the  cuftom  of  the 
noble  Daniel,  from  which  no  occafion  could  divert, 
jio  hazard  could  deter  him:  He  kneeled^  faith  theOan.Ti.io. 
ftory,  upon  his  knees  three  times  a  day,  and  prayed,  and 
gcwe  thanks  before  his  God. 

Thefc  are  times  which  it  is  neceflary,  or  very  ex- 
pedient, that  all  men  (even  perfons  of  higheft  rank, 
and  grcateft  employment)  fliould  obferve.  Thefe 
even  of  old  were  the  practices  of  religious  perfons, 
not  exprefsly  prefcribed  by  God's  law,  but  aflumed 
by  themfelves  j  good  reafon  fu^efting  them  to  thq 
firft  praftifers,  and  the  confentmg  example  of  pious 
men  afterward  enforcing  them. 

God  indeed  did  himfelf  in  his  Law,  or  by  his  Pro- 
phets, appoint  public  and  Iblemn  celebrations  of 
worlhip  to  himfelf,  in   facrifices  (involving  prayer, 

VOL.  II.  A  a  and 
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6  E  R  M.and  accompanied  therewith)  conftantly  to  be  offered 
•  XV.     every  morning  and  evening :  religious  princes  alfo 

' did  inftitute  lervices  of  thankfgiving  and  praife  to 

%  Chron.  ii.  be  performed  at  thofe  times :  but  there  doth  not  ap- 
t  chron.    P^^^  ^^y  "direft  inftitution  of  private  devotion,  or  its 
xvi.  40,41.  circumftances;  but  the  pradtice  thereof  feemeth  origi- 
Vzum.\.  i^^lly  to  have  been  purely  voIuntar}%  managed  and  mea- 
fured  according  to  the  reafon,  by  the  choice  of  each 
perfon;  yet  fo,  that  the  pradHce  of  eminently  good 
men  leading,  and  others  following,  it  grew  into  a  kind 
of  comtnon  law,  or  (landing  rule,  (feeming  to  carry 
an  obligation  with  it,)  to  obferve  tl;e  times  fpecificd. 
Beiides  thofe  three  times,  there  were  farther  other 
middle  times  obferved  by  devout  people,  who  had 
leifure  and  difpofition  of  mind  thereto ;  once  be- 
tween morning  and  noon,  and  once  between  nooa 
and    evening    were   fequeftered   to  that    purpofe  : 
whence  in  the  Afts  the  ninth  hour  of  the  day  (that 
is,  the  middle  interval  between  noon  and  evening) 
Aasiii.  I.  is  called  the  hour  of  prayer.     Yea,  fome  did  impofc 
on  themfelves  the  obfervation  of  two  other  times, 
one  between  evening  and  midnight,  the  other  be* 
tween  midnight  and  morn.    To  which  praftioe  thofc 
Pf.ixiii.5,6. places  in  the  Pfalms  do  feem  to  allude;  My  mouth 
fhall  praife  thee  with  joyful  lips,  when  1  remember  thee 
Tfai.  cxix.  on  my  hed^  and  meditate  on  thee  in  the  night-watches.     I 
«47»  148-  prevented  the  dawning  of  the  mornings  and  cried :  Mine 
eyes  prevent  the  night-watches ^  that  I  may  meditate  on 
thy  zvord.     And  plainly  the  whole  number  of  thofe 
times,  which  the  Pfalmift  obferved,  is  expreffed  in 
Wai  cxix.  thofe  words :  Seven  times  a  day  will  I  praife  thee,  be- 
caufe  of  thy  righteous  judgments.     Which   examples 
whoever  (hall  choofe  to  follow,  (in  any  meafure)  he 
(hall  do  wifely  and  commendably  ;  he  (hall  certainly 
have  no  caufe  to  repent ;  he  will  find  it  richly  worth 
his  while ;  great  benefit  and  comfort  will  thence  ac- 
crue unto  him. 

If  indeed  Jews  were  fo  liberal  in  a(figning,  fo  punc- 
tual in  affording  fuch  portions  of  time  for  yielding 

praife. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


ne  Duty  of  Prayer.  355 

praife,  and  offering  fupplications  unto  God;    howsERM* 
much  more  free  and  ready,  more  careful  and  diligent,    xv. 

fhouid  we  be  in  this  way  of  practice  ?  we  who  have  a ■. 

religion  fo  far  more  fpiritual,  and  exempt  from  cor- 
poreal incumbrances;  precepts  fo  much  more  exprefs 
and  clear ;  fo  much  higher  obligations  and  ftronger 
encouragements  to  this  duty ;  whom  God  in  efpe- 
cial  manner  fo  gracioufly  doth  invite,  fo  powerfully 
doth  attraft  unto  himfelf  ?  But  farther, 

VII.  More  efpecially  this  precept  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  exadl  from  us  a  compliance  in  carefully 
obferving  the  times  of  devotion  ordained  by  public  ^"i^f*** 
authority,  or  fettled  by  general  cuftom.     This  in  aYc'ihaif 
popular  and  legal  fenfe  is  doing  a  thin^  ^^^^fi^^^^^y*  s^biuhs, 
when  we  perform  it  fo  often  as  is  required  by  law  or  and  reYc' 
cuflom.     So  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  faith  oP^';,';^^^^. 
the  priejisy  that  they  went  always  into  the  taietftacleyi^^-'i^'^* 
accomplijhing  the  fervice  of  God  :  always^  that  is,  at  all 
the  folemn  times  appointed.     And  thus  of  the  Apo- 
ftles  it  is  affirmed  by  St.  Luke,  that  they  were  con-ukcxxiv. 
tinually  in  the  temple^  blejjing  and  praifing  God ;  that  is,  53- 
they  conftantly  reforted  thither  at  the  flated  times  of 
concourfe  for  prayer.     This  good  reafon  alfo  plainly 
doth  injoin  :  for  that  the  negleding  it  is  not  only  a 
difbrderly  behaviour  in  a  matter  of  high  confequence; 
a  criminal  difregard  and  difobedience  to  authority  ;    - 
a  fcandalous  contempt  of  our  neighbours,  from  whofe 
laudable  fafhion  we  difcoft ;  a  wrongful  deferting  the 
pubhc,  to  whofe  good,  mainly  promoted  by  the  pub- 
lic worfhip  of  God,  we  do  owe  the  contribution  of 
our  endeavour ;  but  a  heinous  affront  to  Almighty 
God,  who  thereby  is  plainly  diflionoured,  an^  in  a 
manner  openly  disavowed ;  a  huge  prejudice  to  reli- 
gion, the  credit  and  power  whereof,  without  vifible 
profeflion,  exemplary  compliance,   mutual  confent 
and    encouragement,   cannot    be    upheld.      Were 
there  times  by  law  or  cuftom  defined,  (as  in  fome 
places  indeed  there  are,)  when  all  men  Ihould  "be 
required   in  perfon    folemnly    to  attend    on   their 

A  a  a  prince. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


356  ^e  Duty  of  Prayer. 

SERM. prince,  for  profefTing  their  allegiance,  or  deferring 
XV.      any  homage  to  him ;  would  not  thofc,  who  (hould 

-^ — wilfully  refufe    or    decline    appearance,    be    juftly 

chargeable  as  guilty  of  dilhonouring  and  wronging 
him  ?  would  not  fuch  their  defailapce  pafs  for  fuffi- 
cient  proof,  that  they  do  not  slcknowlcdge  him, 
that  at  leaft  they  do  not  mucii  regard  or  value 
him?  So,  by  not  joining  at  ftated  times  in  celebration 
of  divine  worlhip,  we  may  be  well  conceived  wholly 
to  difclaim  God,  or  greatly  to  difefteem  him  i  to 
flight  religion,  as  a  thing  infignificant  and  unprofit- 
able. Do  we  not  indeed  thereby  more  than  inti- 
mate, that  we  little  believe  God  to  be  our  fovereign 
Lord  and  Governor ;  that  we  ftand  in  no  great  awe 
or  dread  of  him  ;  that  we  are  not  much  fenfible  of 
his  benefits  and  mercies  ;  that  we  repofe  fmall  truft 
or  hope  in  him  ;  that  we  do  not  take  ourfelves  much 
*  to  want  his  proteftion,  his  guidance,  his  afliftance, 
his  favour  and  mercy?  Are  we  not  in  effedt  like 
Job  xxi.  T4.unto  thofe  in  Job>  ysho  fay  unto  God,  Depart  from  us, 
'^-  for  we  defire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways  ?  What  is 

the  Almighty,  that  zve  p^ouldferve  him  ?  or  what  profit 
(hall  we  have,  if  we  pray  unto  him?  Thus  the  ftanders- 
by  commonly  (fome  fo  as  to  be  much  offended  at, 
others  fo  as  to  be  corrupted  by  our  bad  example) 
will  interpret  this  neglect ;  and  fo  affuredly  God 
himfelf  will  take  it  from  us,  and  accordingly  deal 
with  us.  As  he  claimeth  this  public  attendance  on 
vfai.xxix.  him  for  his  due  :  (Give,  proclaimeth  he  by  tho 
I,  i.  ^*v»-2-n)Quth  of  one  of  his  great  Heralds,  Give  nnto  the 
Lord,  O  ye  mighty,  give  unto  the  Lord  glory  and 
flrength:  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  to  his  name: 
worfJnp  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs  :)  fo  if  we  to 
his  wrong  and  difgrace  retu(e  to  yield  it,  we  (hall 
certainly  find  anfwerable  refentment  and  rccom- 
pence  from  him  :  that  as  we  are  carelefs  to  ferve 
him,  fo  he  will  be  unmindftil  to  blefs  us ;  as  wc  are 
backward  to  avow  and  glorify  him,  fo  he  will  not  be 
forward  to  own  and  grace  us ;  as  wc  do  fo  dewf  him 

b^are 
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before  men^  fo  be  will  deny  us  before  them  affo  *.   Wbats  £  R  m. 
other  meafure  indeed  can  we  imagine,  or  expcd  to     xv. 

receive  ?  Will  God,  think  we,  be  fo  partial  and  fond r^ 

to  us,  fo  difregardful  and  injurious  toward  himfelf,  that  *  *  ^im.  u. 
he  will  vouchfafe  to  appear  in  favour  to  us,  when  we  Mitt.  x.  33. 
deign  not  to  appear  in  refpedl  to  him  ?  that  hp  will^)?^*^*^- 
openly  tender  our  repute,  when  we  apparently  difrc-*"**' 
gard  his  honour  ?  that  he  will  employ  his  wifdoip, 
or  exert  his  power,  in  our  behalf,  when  we  fcarqe 
will  think  a  thought,  or  ftir  a  ftep,  for  his  fervice  ? 
Can  we  hope  that  he  will  freely  difpenfe  profperous 
iiiccefs  to  our  enterprifes,  when  we  either  care  not 
or  fcorn  to  implore  his  help  ?  that  he  will  reach  forth 
undeserved  bleffings  to  us,  when  we  fubtradt  due 
praifes  from  him  ?  that  he  will  any  wife  (hew  him- 
iclf  bountiful  and  merciful  toward  us,  when  we  fo 
palpably  are  injuft  and  ingrateful  toward  him  ?  No, 
furely  be  fcorneth  tbe  Jcorners  ;  and,  whojoever  defpifetb^rovAM^i* 
bimyfhall  be  lightly  ejleemed:    fo  he  exprefsly  hath  30^**°' "* 
threatened ;   and   feeing  he  is  both  infallibly  true, 
and  invincibly  able,  we  may  reafonably  prefume  that 
he  will  accomplifh  his  word. 

VIII.  LafUy,  Praying  incejfantly  may  import  at 
large  a  frequency  in  devotion.  This  the  words  at 
ledft  do  exadt  or  neceflfarily  imply,  however  ex- 
pounded. For  doing  incejfantly  cannot  imply  lefs  than 
doing  frequently  :  in  no  tolerable  fenfe  can  we  be  faid 
to  do  that  continually,  'which  we  do  feldom :  but 
it  is  an  ordinary  fcheme  of  fpeech  to  fay  that  a  man 
doth  that  always,  which  he  is  wont  to  do,  and  per- 
formeth  often.  As  of  the  pious  foldier  Cornelius  it 
is  faid,  that  he  gave  much  alms  to  the  people^  and  prayed aBs  x.  2. 
to  God  always  ;  and  of  Anna  the  prophetefs,  that  (he 
departed  not  from  the  temple ^  but  ferved  God  with  Luke  11,17. 
prayers  and  fajlings  flight  and  day ;  that  is,  (he  fre- 
quently reforted  to  the  temple,  and  ferved  God  with 
an  affiduous  conftancy.  As  the  words  may  bear  and 
do  involve  this  fenfe,  fo  doth  the  rcafon  of  the  ca(e 
enforce  it :  for  very  juft,  very  fit,  very  needful  it  is  to 
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8  B  RM.pra6tife  thus.  There  is  ever  at  hand  abundant  rca- 
XV.  Ion  for,  and  appofite  matter  of,  devotion  ;  therefore 
.  no  large  fpace  of  time  fliould  pafs  without  it : 
there  be  perpetually  depending  many  caufes  thereof; 
whence  there  is  not  to  be  allowed  any  long  vacation 
from  it.  As  every  moment  we  from  God's  mercy 
and  bounty  partake  great  favours ;  fo  (hould  we  of- 
ten render  thanks  and  praife  for  them  j  for  perpetu- 
ally to  receive  courtefies,  and  rarely  to  return  ac- 
knowledgments, is  notorious  ingratitude  and  ini- 
quity. We  frequently  (and  in  a  manner  continu- 
ally) do  fall  into  fins  ;  often  therefore  we  are  obliged 
to  confefs  fins,  we  are  concerned  to  deprecate  wrath, 
and  beg  mercy  :  othcrwife  we  muft  long  crouch  un- 
der the  fore  burden  of  guilt,  the  fad  dread  of  punifli- 
xnent,  the  bitter  pangs  of  remorfe,  or  the  defperate 
hazard  of  ftupid  obduration.  Whatever  we  defign 
or  undertake,  toward  the  good  management  and 
happy  fuccefs  thereof,  we  (being  ignorant  and  impo- 
tent creatures)  do  need  the  guidance,  the  afliftance, 
and  the  blefling  of  God ;  fo  often  therefore  it  is  rc- 
quifite  that  we  Ihould  be  leeking  and  fueing  for  them: 
if  not,  we  do  not  only  tranfgrefs  our  duties,  but 
fondly  negle<5t  or  foully  betray  our  own  concern- 
ments. The  caufes  therefore  of  devotion  being  h 
conftant,  the  effefts  in  fome  correfpondence  (houl4 
be  frequent. 

Such  frequency  is  indeed  neceffary  for  the  breed- 
ing, the  nourilhnient,  the  growth  and  improvement 
of  all  piety.  Devotion  is  that  holy  and  heavenly 
fire,  which  darteth  into  our  minds  the  light  of  fpiri- 
tual  knowledge,  which  kindleth  in  our  hearts  the 
warmth  of  holy  defires  :  if  therefore  we  do  continue 
long  abfent  from  it,  a  night  of  darknefs  will  over- 
fpread  our  minds,  a  deadening  coldnefs  will  fcize 
upon  our  aflfeftions.  It  is  the  bed  food  of  our  fouls, 
which  preferveth  their  life  and  health,  which  repair- 
eth  their  ftrength  and  vigour,  which  rendereth  them 
lufty  and  aftiye :  if  we  therefore  long  abftain  from 
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it,  we  fliall  ftarve,  or  pine  away  5  we  (hall  be  faints  e  r  m, 
and  feeble  ip  all  religious  performances  j  we  fliall     xv. 
have  none  at  all,  or  a  very  languid  and  meagre  ■ 
piety. 

To  maintain  in  us  a  conflant  and  fteady  difpofi- 
tion  to  obedience,  to  corredt  our  perverfe  inclina- 
tions, to  curb  our  unruly  paflions,  to  ftrengthen  us 
a^ainfl  temptations,  to  comfort  us  in  anxieties  and 
diftrefles,  we  do  need  continual  fupplies  of  grace 
from  God ;  the  which  ordinarily  are  communicated 
in  devotion,  as  the  channel  which  conveyeth,  or  the 
inftrument  which  helpeth  to  procure  it,  or  the  conr 
dition  upon  which  it  is  granted.  Faith,  hope,  love, 
fpiritual  comfort,  and  joy,  all  divine  graces  are  chief- 
ly elicited,  exprefled,  exercifed  therein  and  thereby  : 
it  is  therefore  needful  that  it  (hould  frequently  be 
ufed  ;  feeing  otherwife  we  fliall  be  in  danger  to  fail 
in  discharging  our  chief  duties,  and  to  want  the  beft 
graces. 

It  is  frequency  of  devotion  alfo  which  maintaineth 
that  friendlhip  with  God,  which  is  the  foul  of  piety. 
As  familiar  converfation  (wherein  men  do  exprefs 
their  minds  and  afFedtions  mutually)  breedeth  ac- 
quaintance, and  cheriflieth  good- will  of  men  to  one 
another ;  but  long-forbearance  thereof  diflblveth  or 
ilackeneth  the  bonds  of  amity,  breaking  their  inti- 
macy, and  cooling  their  kindnefs  :  fo  is  it  in  refpedt 
to  God  y  it  is  frequent  converfe  with  him,  which  be- 
getteth  a  particular  acquaintance  with  him,  a  mipd- 
hil  regard  of  him,  a  hearty  liking  to  him,  a  delight- 
ful tafte  of  his  goodnefs,  and  confequently  a  fmcere 
and  folid  good-will  toward  him ;  but  intermiflioi> 
thereof  produceth  eftrangement  or  enmity  toward 
him.  If  we  feldom  come  at  God,  we  fliall  little 
know  him,  not  much  c^re  for  him,  fcarce  remember 
him,  reft  infenfible  of  his  love,  and  regardlefs  of  his 
favour ;  a  coldnefs,  a  fliynefs,  a  diflafle,  an  anti- 
pathy toward  him  will  by  degrees  creep  upon  us. 
Abftinence  from  his  company  and  prefence  will  caft 
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f  E  R  Af .  us  info  converfations  deftruftive  or  prejudicial  to 
x;v,     otir  friendihip  with  him ;  wherein  foon  we  (hall  con- 

^ ' — -traiSt  familiarity  and  friendftiip  with  his  enemies, 

(the  world  and  the  flefh,)  which  are  inconfiftent  with 
love  to  him,  which  will  difpofe  us  to  forget  him,  or 
to  diflike  and  loathe  him. 

It  is,  in  fine,  the  frequency  of  devotion,  which 
alone  can  fecure  any  praftice  thereof,  at  leaft  any 
praftice  thereof  duly  qualified  ;  fo  hearty,  fo  eafy,  fo 
fweet  and  delightfiil  as  it  fhould  be.  We  have  all  a 
natural  averfcnefs  or  indifpofition  thereto,  as  reauir- 
ing  an  abftraftion  of  thoughts  and  afFedtions  from 
fenfible  things,  and  a  fattening  them  upon  objefts 
purely  fpiritual ;  a  rearing  our  heavy  fpirits  above 
their  common  pitch  ;  a  flaying  and  fettling  our  rov- 
ing fancies  ;  a  compofing  our  vain  hearts  m  a  fober 
and  fleady  frame,  agreeable  to  devotion  :  to  efFeft 
which  things  is  a  matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty  and 
pain ;  which,  therefore,  without  much  ufe  and  excr- 
cife,  cannot  be  accomplifhed  ;  but  with  it,  may ;  fo 
that  by  frequent  praftice  the  bent  of  our  heart  being 
turned,  the  ftrangenefs  of  the  thing  ceaGng,  the  dif 
ficulty  of  the  work  being  furmounted,  we  (hall  ob- 
tain a  good  propenfion  to  the  duty,  and  a  great  (a» 
tisfaftion  therein. 

This  will   render  the  way  into  God*s   prefence 
fmooth  and  pa(rable  ;  removing,  as  all  other  obfta- 
cles,  fo  particularly  thofe  of  fear  and  doubt  in  refpeft 
to  God,  which  may  deter  or  difcourage  us  from  ap- 
proaching to  him.     God  being  moft  holy  and  pure, 
mod  great  and  glorious,  we,  kn(ible  of  our  corrup- 
tion and  vilenefs,  may  be  fearful  and  (hy  of  coming 
near  unto  him.  But  when,  coming  into  his  prefence, 
we  do  find,  that/uch  as  his  majejiy  is,  fucb  is  his  mer- 
Pfai.xxxiv.^  ;  when  we  do  tajie  and  fee  that  the  Lord  is  good  \ 
,'vi.  „.     when  by  experience  we  feel,  that  in  his  prefence  there  is 
Vi.xxxM\.%.fulnefs  of  joy  \  being  abundantly  fatisfied  with  tbefatnefs 
ixiii.  5.      of  his  houfe\  having  our  fouls  ihtxt  fatisfied  as  zvitb 
hxxi?.  10.  marrow  andfatnefs  j  finding,  that  a  day  in  his  courts 
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is  better  than  a  tboufand  fpcnt  otherwhere j  perceivings  e  r  m. 
that  he  biddeth  us  welcome^  that  he  treateth  us     xv. 
Jcindly,  that  he  fcndeth  us  away  refreflied  with  fweet-  .,, 

eft  comforts,  and  rewarded  with  moft  excellent  bene- 
fits ;  this  will  not  only  reconcile  our  hearts  to  devo- 
tion, but  draw  us  into  a  cordial  liking  and  earneft 
defire  thereof;  fuch  as  the  Pfalmift expreffeth,  when 
he  (aith.  My  foul  longethyyea  even  faint  eth  for  the  courts^-  ixxxi?. 
of  the  Lord :  my  heart  and  myfiefh  crietb  out  for  the^' 
living  God.  This  will  engage  us  into  ftrong  refolu- 
tions  of  conftantly  pradtifing  it ;  fuch  as  the  fame 
holy  perfon  again  declareth  in  thefe  words  j  /  love  the^-  cxH.  t. 
Lord  J  becaufe  he  hath  beard  my  voice  and  my  fupplica-^* 
tions:  Becaufe  he  hath  inclined  his  ear  unto  me^  therefore 
will  I  call  upon  him  ds  long  as  I  live.  Hence,  inftead 
erf*  a  fufpicious  eftrangednefs,  a  fcrvile  dread,  or  an 
hoftile  difaffedion  toward  God,  there  will  fpring  up 
an  humble  confidence,  a  kindly  reverence,  a  hearty 
love  toward  him ;  which  will  upon  all  occafions  drive 
us  to  him,  hoping  for  his  friendly  fuccour,  longing 
after  his  kind  embraces.  So  will  the  frequency  of 
devotion  render  it  facile  and  pleafant.  Whereas,  on 
the  contrary,  difufe  thereof  will  make  it  at  any  time 
hard  and  irkfome  ;  ftrengthening  and  increafing  our 
natural  averfenefs  thereto :  performing  it  feldom,  we 
fhall  never  perform  it  well,  with  that  attention,  that 
affeftion,  that  promptitude,  tliat  willingnefs  and  ala- 
crity, which  are  due  thereto. 

According  to  fo  many  fenfes,  in  fo  many  refpefts, 
may  we,  and  fhould  we  obferve  this  precept.  From 
thus  praying  continually  there  can  be  no  good  ex- 
ception or  juft  excufe.  The  moft  common  pleas 
that  will  be  alledged  for  the  omiffion  thereof  are 
two  ;  one  drawn  from  external  avocations,  the  otbef* 
from  internal  indifpofitions  obftniding  it  :  both  of 
which  are  fo  far  from  being  good,  that  being  fcanned, 
they  will  foon  appear  ferving  rather  to  aggravate 
than  to  excufe  or  abate  the  negleft. 

I.  I  cannot^  faith  one,  now  attend  to  prayers,  be- 
caufe 
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s  E  R  M.  caufe  I  am  not  at  liberty,  or  at  leifure,  being  urgent- 
XV.    ly  called  away,  and  otherwife  engaged  by  important 

— affairs.     How  much  a  flam  this  apology  is  we  Ihall 

prefently  defcry,  by  afldng  a  few  queftions  about  it. 

1.  Do  we  take  devotion  itfelf  to  be  no  bufineft, 
or  a  bufinefs  of  no  confideration  ?  Do  we  conceit, 
when  we  pay  God  his  debts,  or  difcharge  our  duties 
toward  him,  when  we  crave  his  aid  or  mercy,  when 
we  folicit  the  main  concernments  of  our  foul,  (yea,  of 
our  body  aifo  and  its  eftate,)  that  we  are  idle  or 
mifemployed  ;  that  we  lavifli  our  time,  or  lofe  our 
pains  ? 

2.  What  other  affairs  can  we  have  of  greater  mo- 
ment or  neccflity  than  this  ?  Can  there  be  any  ob- 
ligation more  indifpenfable  than  is  that  of  yielding 
due  refpeft  and  fervice  to  our  Maker,  our  great  Pa- 
tron, our  moft  liberal  Benefeftor  ?  Can  there  be  any 
intereft  more  clofe  or  weighty  than  this,  of  providii^ 
for  our  fouls'  eternal  health  and  happinefs  ?    Is  not 

tnke  X.  24.  this  indeed  the  great  work,  the  only  necejfary  matter^ 
Job  xxui.  jj^  comparifon  whereto  all  other  occupations  are  mere 
Ai  Ti'xvai  trifling,  or  unprofitable  fiddling  about  nothing?  What 
l^i^T^^  will  all  other  bufinefs  fignify,  what  will  come  of  it,  if 
r.v  fV-v  «this  be  neglefted  ?  Bufy  we  may  be,  we  may  plod, 
^Cofifl.A^ji.^^  may  drudge  eternally;  but  all  to  no  end.  All 
li.  6i.       our  care  is  in  effed:  improvidence,  all  our  induftry 

may  be  well  reckoned  idlenefs,  if  God  be  not  lerved, 

if  our  fouls  are  not  fecured. 

3.  If  we  furvey  and  prize  all  worldly  bufineffcs, 
which  among  them  will  appear  fo  importunate  as  to 
demand,  fo  greedy  as  to  devour,  fo  worthy  at  lead 
as  to  deferve  all  our  time,  that  we  cannot  fpare  a 
few  minutes  for  maintaining  our  moft  pleafant  intcr- 
courfe,  and  moft  gainful  commerce  with  heaven  ? 
What  are  the  great  bufineffes  of  the  world  ?  what 
but  fcraping  and  fcrambling  for  pelf,  contriving  and 
compafling  defigns  of  ambition,  courting  the  fevour 
and  refpeft  of  men,  making  provifion  for  carnal  plea- 
fure^  gratifying  fond  curiofity  or  vain  humour  ?  And 
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do  any  of  thefe  deferve  to  be  put  into  the  fcalesERM* 
againft,  (hall  all  of  them  together  be  able  to  fway  xv. 
down  our  fpiritual  employments  ?  Shall  thefe  images,  ■■ 
thefe  Ihadows  of  bufinefs,  fupplant  or  crowd  our  de- 
votion ;  that  which  procureth  wealth  ineftimably 
precious,  pleafure  infinitely  fatisfaftory,  honour  in- 
comparably noble  above  all  this  world  can  afford  ? 
If  the  expence  of  time  be,  as  the  Philofopher  faid,  Thcophr. 
voXvrixiraroif  dvdxufActy  the  mojl  precious  expence  that  can 
be ;  how  can  it  better  be  laid  out  than  upon  the 
worthieft  things,  fuch  as  devotion  alone  can  afford 
the  purchafe  and  pofTeffion  of  ?  True  virtue,  found 
wifdom,  a  quiet  confcience,  and  fteady  tranquillity  of 
mind,  the  love  and  favour  of  God,  a  title  unto  end- 
Icls  joy  and  blifs,  are  purely  the  gifts  of  heaven; 
and  thence  they  will  not  defcend  of  themfelves,  but 
prayer  muft  fetch  them  down.  If  nothing  then  in 
the  world  be  comparable  to  thofe  things,  how  can 
any  time  be  fo  well  fpent  as  in  prayer,  which  ac- 
quireth  them ;  which  alfo  beft  fecureth  whatever  we 
have,  and  is  the  readieft  way  to  pirocure  whatever  we 
want  ? 

4.  Should  we  not  farther,  honeftly  comparing 
things,  eafily  difcern,  that  it  is  no  fuch  indilpenfable 
bufinefs,  but  rather  indeed  fome  bafe  dotage  on 
lucre,  fome  inveigling  bait  of  pleafure,  fome  bewitch* 
ing  tranfport  of  fancy,  that  crofieth  our  devotion  ? 
Is  it  not  often  a  complimental  vifit,  an  appointment 
to  tattle  or  to  tipple,  a  match  for  fport,  a  wild  ramt^lc 
in  vice  or  folly,  that  fo  deeply  engageth  us  to  put  off 
our  duty  ? 

5.  Yea,  is  it  not  commonly  floth  rather  than  ac- 
tivity, an  averfenefs  from  this  rather  than  an  inclina- 
tion to  any  other  employment,  which  diverteth  us 
from  our  prayers  ?  Is  not,  I  fay,  the  true  reafon  why 
we  pray  lb  feldom,  not  becaufe  we  are  very  bufy, 
but  becaufe  we  are  extremely  idle  ;  fo  idle,  that  we 
cannot  willingly  take  the  pains  to  unfcrew  our  af- 
fedlions  from  fcnfible  things,  to  reduce  our  wander- 
ing 
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9  £  R  M.  ing  tboughtS)  to  compqfe  our  hearts  into  a  right 
%y.     frame,  to  t>en4  our  untoward  inclinations  to  a  com* 

.ii_  ■-  pliance  with  our  duty  ?  Is  it  not  becaufe  we  do  not 
leel  that  favour  and  fatisfadtion  in  thefe,  which  we 
do  in  other  trivial  and  worthlefs  employments,  nor 
will  be  at  the  troubje  to  work  fuch  dilpofitions  in 
our  fouls?  Do  we  not  betake  ourfelves  to  other  con- 
verfations  and  commerces  merely  for  refuge,  ihunning 
this  intercourfe  with  God  and  )yith  ourfelves?  Thefe, 
I  fear,  are  oftener  the  real  caufes  of  our  neglecting 
devotion,  than  any  fuch  rnighty  avocations  which  we 
pretend, 

6.  But  were  there  indeed  not  only  a  counterfeit 
or  imaginary,  but  a  real  comj)etition  between  devo- 
tion and  other  lawful  bufinefs,  which,  in  reafon, 
fhould  carry  it  ?  in  confcience,  which  of  the  two 
fhould  be  forborne  or  fufpended?  Is  it  not  evidendy 
better,  that  the  purfuit  of  our  temporal  intereft^ 
whatever  they  be,  (hould  be  a  little  checked,  than 
that  our  affairs  of  everlafting  confequence  (hould  be 
quite  laid  afide  ?  that  we  Ihould  venture  a  fmall  im- 
pairing of  our  eftate,  than  furely  endamage  our  fouls? 
th^t  we  hazard  to  difappoint  or  difpleafe  a  man, 
than  dare  to  affront  and  offend  the  Almighty  God  ? 

7.  Were  it  not  ftrangely  abfurd  and  unhandfomc 
to  fay,  I  cannot  wait  on  God,  becaufe  I  muft  fpeak 
with  a  friend  ;  I  cannot  go  to  church,  although  God 
calleth  me  thither,  becaufe  I  muft  hafte  to  market ; 
I  cannot  ftand  to  pray,  becaufe  I  am  to  receive  mo- 
ney, or  to  make  up  a  bargain  i  I  cannot  difcharge 
my  duty  to  God,  becaufe  a  greater  obligation  than 
that  doth  lie  upon  me  ?  How  unconceivable  an  ho- 
nour, how  unvaluable  a  benefit  is  it,  that  the  incom- 
prehenfibly  great  and  glorious  Majefty  of  heaven 
doth  vouchfafe  us  the  liberty  to  approach  fo  near 
unto  him,  to  converfe  fo  freely  with  him,  to  demand 
and  derive  from  his  hand  the  fupply  of  all  our  needs, 
and  fatisfaftion  of  all  our  reafonable  defires  ?  and  is 
it  then  juft  or  feemly,  by  fuch  comparifons  to  difpa- 

rage 
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rage  his  favour,  by  fuch  pretences  to  baffle  with  hiss  e  r  m. 
goodnefs?  xv. 

Put  the  cafe  our  prince  fhould  call  for  us  to  fpeak 

with  him  about  matters  nearly  touching  his  fervice 
and  our  welfare  ;  would  it  be  according  unto  duty, 
difcrction,  or  decency,  to  reply,  that  we  are  at  pre- 
fent  bufy,  and  have  no  leifure,  and  muft  therefore 
hold  ourfelves  excufed  ;   but  that,  if  he  will  flay 
awhile,  at  another  time,  when  we  have  lefs  to  do,  we 
(hall  be  perhaps  difpofed  to  wait  upon  him  ?    The 
cafe  is  propounded  by  our  Lord   in  that  parable, 
wherein  God  is  reprefented  as  a  great  man,  that  had 
prepared  a  feafl,  and  invited  many  guefts  thereto  ; 
but  they  excufed  themfelves  :  One  f aid y  that  he  hadMm.xxii 
pur  chafed  land^  and  muft  needs  go  out  to  fee  it  \  another  ^^^^'^-^^^ 
bad  bought  five  yoke  of  oxen,  and  muft  go  to  prove  them  ;  16,  &c.^ 
another  had  married  a  wife^  and  therefore  could  not  come.  ^^^%"^. 
Thefe  indeed  were  affairs  confiderable,  as  this  world  t«  «*2  w^i- 
hathany;  but  yet  the  excufes  did  not  fatisfy;  for,^^'JJr.**^* 
notwithflanding,  the  great  perfon  was  angry^  and -^«'*' o*-^- 
took  the  negleft  in  huge  difdain. 

8.  Moreover,  if  we  refleft  what  vafl  portions  of 
time  we  fquander  away  upon  our  petty  matters,  up- 
on voluptuous  enjoyments,  upon  fruitlefs  paftimes, 
upon  impertinent  talk  ;  how  can  we  fatisfy  ourfelves 
in  not  allotting  competent  time  for  God's  fervice, 
our  own  falvation,  and  the  future  everlafling  ftate  ? 
Doth  not  he,  who,  with  the  continuance  of  our  life, 
Ijefloweth  on  us  all  our  time,  deferve  that  a  pittance 
of  it  fhould  be  referved  for  himfelf  ?  Can  all  the 
world  duly  claim  fo  great  an  allowance  thereof? 
May  not  our  foul  (which  is  far  our  nobleft  part, 
which  indeed  is  all  ourfelves)  juflly  challenge  a  good 
Ihare  of  our  time  to  be  expended  on  it?  or  (hall  this 
mortal  hufk  engrofs  it  all?  Mufl  eternity,  which 
comprehendeth  all  time,  have  no  time  belonging  to 
it,  or  allotted  for  its  concernments  ? 

9,  Again,  is  it  not  great  imprudence  fo  to  lay  our 
bufinefs,  that  any  other  matter  fhall  thwart  or  thrufl 

out 
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s  E  R  M.  out  devotion  ?  Eafily  with  a  little  providence  may 
XV.  things  be  fo  ordered,  that  it,  without  interfering  or 
juftling,  may  well  confift  with  all  other  both  need- 
ful bufinefs  and  convenient  divertifement  j  fo  that  it 
fliall  neither  obftrud  them,  nor  they  extrude  it : 
and  are  we  not  very  culpable,  if  we  do  not  ufe  fo 
much  providence^? 

10.  In  truth,  attending  upon  devotion  can  be  no 
obftacle,  but  will  be  great  furtherance  to  all  other 
good  bufinefs.  It  is  the  moft  fure,  moft  pleafant, 
moft  advantageous  and  compendious  way  of  tranf- 
aiting  affairs,  to  mix  prayers  and  praifes  with  them ; 
it  is  the  beft  oil  that  can  be,  to  make  the  wheels  of 
aftion  go  on  fmoothly  and  fpeedily :  it  not  only 
•  fandlifieth  our  undertakings,  but  much  promoteth 
and  exceedingly  fweeteneth  the  management  of  them. 
For  the  confcience  of  having  rendered  \mto  God  his 
due  refpeft  and  fervice,  of  having  entrufted  our  af- 
fairs to  his  care,  of  having  confequently  engaged  his 
proteftion  and  affiftance  tor  us,  will  difpofe  us  to  do 
things  with  a  courageous  alacrity  and  comfortable 
fatistaftion  ;  wiU  fill  us  with  a  good  hope  of  profper- 
ing  ;  will  prepare  us  however  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
event,  whatever  it  (hall  be ;  will  in  effed  procure  a 
bleffing  and  happy  fuccefs,  fuch  as  we  may  truly  re- 
joice and  triumph  in,  as  conferred  by  God  in  favour 
to  us.  Whereas  neglefting  thefe  duties,  we  can 
have  no  folid  content  or  favoury  complacence  in  any 
thing  we  undertake :  refleding  on  fuch  milbehaviour 
(if  we  be  not  downright  infidels,  or  obdurate  repro- 
bates in  impiety)  will  quafli  or  damp  our  courage : 
having  thence  forfeited  all  pretence  to  God's  luc- 
cour,  and  provoked  him  to  crofs  us,  we  muft  needs 
fufped  difappointment :   as  we  have  no  reafonable 

•  •*  n^arrer  ftir,  avrl  tSto  tyx\yi)j.a.  »  fjnitflof,  to  KVx>S<T^at  roavrtn 
vpayfxuTuv  vX^t^ii,  xoti  toT?  g»*mxoK  ^tu  ir^ocnjXwaSai  ^  va^rU,  MP 
/Ai)^  M»x?*»  «»V  rd  wdrrm  dvayxam^a  Syiir  ^oXir.  Cbryf.  in  ^oh,  i. 
14.  (Or.  11.^ 
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ground  to  hope  for  fuccefs ;  fo  we  cannot,  if  fuccefs  s  £  R  M. 
arriveth,  be  heartily  fatisfied  therein,  or  take  it  for  a     xv. 
blcffing.  ■ 

He  therrfoi^e  that  is  fuch  a  niggard  of  his  time, 
that  he  gnidgeth  to  withhold  any  part  thereof  from 
his  worldly  occafions,  deeming  all  time  caft  away 
that  is  laid  out  in  waiting  upon  God,  is  really  moft 
unthrifty  and  prodigal  thereof:  by  not  fparing  a  lit- 
tle, he  wafteth  all  his  time  to  no  purpofe  ;  by  fo  ea- 
gerly purfuing,  he  effeftually  fetteth  back  his  de- 
figns  J  by  prepofteroully  afFefting  to  difpatch  his  af- 
fairs, he  rendereth  them  endlefs,  or,  which  is  the 
fame,  altogether  unprofitable. 

In  fine,  we  may  be  fure  that  no  time  is  fpent  even 
fo  prudently  and  politicly,  with  fo  great  advantage 
and  fo  real  fruit  to  ourfelves,  as  that  which  is  em- 
ployed upon  devotion.  In  facrificing  his  time,  his 
pains>  his  fubftance,  any  thing  he  hath  or  can  do,  to 
God'^  fervice,  no  man  can  be  a  lofer. 

We  have  alfo  many  examples  plainly  demonftrat- 
ing  the  confiftency  of  this  pradtice  with^all  other  bu- 
fmefs.    Who  ever  had  more  or  greater  affairs  to  ma- 
nage, and  who  ever  mafiaged  them  with  greater  fuc- 
cels  than  David;  upon  whom  did  lie  the  burden  of  a 
royal  eftate^  and  the  care  over  a  moft  populous  na- 
tion; the  which  A^/f J  with  a  faithful  and  true  heart  ^^^u^niU 
and  ruled  prudently  with  all  his  power -y  who  waged'*' 
great   wars,   vanquilhed  mighty  enemies,  achieved 
many  glorious  exploits,  underwent  many  grievous 
troubles  ?    Yet  could  not  fuch  engagements  diftradt 
or  deprefs  his  mind  from  a  conftant  attendance  on 
devotion.    /  will  blefs  the  Lord  at  all  times ;  his  praife^f-  ^^xxiv.  x. 
/hall  be  continually  in  my  mouth.    My  mouth  fhall  jhcw^^x^.^^^ 
forth  thy  righteoufnefs  and  thy  falvation  all  the  day.    h^^-  *3- 
will  abide  in  thy  tabernacle  for  ever.     So  he  declareth  ^*'  '** 
his  refolution  and  his  pradice.     Who  is  more  pref- 
fingly  employed  than  was  Daniel,  firft  prefident  over 
fo  vaft  a  kingdom,  chief  minifter  of  ftate  to  the 
greateft  monarch  on  earth  ?    Yet  conftantly  thrice  ^ Dan.Ti.  10. 

day 
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s  E  R  M.  Jay  did  he  pray  and  give  thanks  unto  his  God.  Who  can 
XV.     be  more  entangled  in  varieties  and  intricacies  of  care, 
of  pains,  of  trouble,  than  was  he  that  prefcribeth 
unto  us  this  rule  of  praying  continually  ?  Upon  him 
aCor.xi.    ^i(\  jJe  the  care  of  all  the  churches  5  night  and  day  with 
aTheff.  \u.labour  and  toil  did  he  work  for  the  luftenance  of  his 
*•  life,  that  he  might  not  (to  the  difparagenient  of  the 

Gofpel)  burden  any  man  j  perpetually,  he  was  engaged 
in  all  forts  of  labour  and  travail,  ever  conflifting  with 
perils,  with  wants,  with  inconveniences  numberlefs: 
yet  did  he  exaftly  conform  his  pradtice  to  his  rule, 
being  no  lefs  indefatigable  and  inceflant  in  his  devo- 
tion than  he  was  in  his  bufinefs.  Who  ever  managed 
a  greater  empire  than  Conftantine  ?  Yet  every  dajy 
as  Eufebius  reporteth,  at  Jlated  times ^fhutting  bimfelf 
upi  be  alone  privately  did  converfe  with  his  God  ^.  The 
moft  pious  men  indeed  have  never  been  idle  or  care- 
lefs  men,  but  always  moft  bufy  and  adkive,  moft  in- 
duftrious  in  their  callings,  moft  provident  for  their 
families,  moft  officious  toward  their  friends,  moft 
ready  to  ferve  their  country,  moft  abundant  in  all 
good  works ;  yet  have  they  always  been  moft  con- 
Itant  in  devotion.  So  that»  experience  clearly  doth 
evidence,  how  reconcileable  much  devotion  is  to 
much  bufinefs  ;  and  that  confequently  the  profecu- 
tion  of  the  one  cannot  well  palliate  the  negleft  of  the 
other. 

II.  No  better  can  any  man  ward  himfelf  from 
blame,  by  imputing  the  negleft  of  devotion  to  fomc 
indifpofition  within  him  thereto.  For  tliis  is  only  to 
cover  one  fault  with  another,  or  to  lay  on  a  patch 
more  ugly  than  the  fore.  It  is,  in  effed,  to  fay  we 
may  fin,  becaule  we  have  a  mind  to  it,  or  care  not 
to  do  otherwife.  Our  indifpofition  itfelf  is  criminal ; 
and,  as  fignifying  fomewhat  habitual  or  fettled,  is 
worfe  than  a  fingle  omiflion :  it  ought  therefore  to 

^   Kflfi^OK  s»f arr?  rui^et;  raxToT;  iavT9¥  lynXgUifj  ^oro?  ixcw  tv  avtif 
I  n^offu'fiiXet  ^iti,  Eiifcb,  dc  Fit  a  &mft.  iv.  32.  .      ' 
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be  correfted  and  cured  ;  and  the  way  to  do  it  is,  bys  e  r  m. 
fetting  prefently  upon  the  practice  of  the  duty,  and     xv. 
perfifting  refolutely  therein :  otherwife  how  is  it  pof-  '  | 

fible  that  it  fliould  ever  be  removed  ?  The  longer 
we  forbear  it,  the  more  feldom  we  perform  it,  the 
ftronger  furely  will  our  indifpofition  grow,  and  the 
more  difficult  it  will  be  to  remove  it.  But  if  (with 
any  •degree  of  ferioufiiefs  and  good  intention)  we, 
come  inidifpofed  to  prayer,  we  may  thereby  be  formed 
into  better  difpolStion,  and  by  continual  attendance 
thereon,  we  (hall  (God's  grace  co-operating,  which 
never  is  wanting  to  ferious  and  honed  intentions) 
grow  toward  a  perfe<5t  fitnefs  for  it :  prayer  by  de* 
grees  will  become  natural  and  delightful  to  us. 


VOL.  II.  Bb  SERMON 
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SERMON    Xyi. 

Of  the  Duty  of  Thankfgiving. 


Ephes.  v.  20. 
Giving  thanks  always  for  all  things  unto  God. 

THESE  words,  although  (as  the  very  fyntax  s  e  r  m. 
doth  immediately  difcover)  they  bear  a  rela-     xvi. 
tion  to,  and  have  a  fit  coherence  with,  thofe  that  ■ 

precede^  may  yet,  (efpecially  confidering  St.  Paul's 
ftyle  and  manner  of  expreflion  in  the  preceptive  and 
exiiortative  part  of  his  Epiftles)  without  any  violence  vw.  Rom. 
or  prejudice  on  either  hand,  be  fevered  from  the*"'^jP^' 
context,  and  confidered  diftinftly  by  themfelves. 
And  (to  avoid  encumbrance  by  farther  comparifon) 
fo  taking  them  we  may  obferve,  that  every  fingle 
word  among  them  carries  with  it  fomething  of  nota- 
ble emphafis  and  efpecial  fignificancy.  The  firft 
\Giving  thanks']  eXpreffes  the  fubftance  of  a  duty,  to 
which  we  are  exhorted.  The  next  (I  mean,  in  order 
of  conftruftion)  [to  God]  denotes  the  objeft  or  term 
to  which  it  is  direfted.  The  following  [ahvays]  de- 
termines the  main  circumftance  of  this  and  all  other 
duties,  the  time  of  performance.  The  laft  \/or  all 
things]  declares  the  adequate  matter  of  the  duty,  and 
how  far  it  fhould  extend.  Thcfe  particulars  I  (hall 
confider  feverally,  and  in  order. 

B  b  2  I.  Firft 
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s  E  R  M.      I.  Firft  then,  concerning  the  duty  itfelf,  to  give 
XVI.    thanks y  or  rather,  to  be  thankful  y  (for  W;^afir«rv  doth 

«— —  not  only  fignify  gratias  agere^  reddere^  dicere^  to  give^ 
render^  or  declare  thanks^  but  alfo  gr alias  habere^  grate 
affeSlum  ejfe^  to  be  thankfully  difpcfedy  to  entertain  a 
grateful  atfeftion,  fenfe,  or  memory  :  in  which  more 
comprehenfive  notion  I  mean  to  confider  it,  as  in- 
cluding the  whole  duty  or  virtue  of  gratitude  due  to 
Almighty  God  for  all  his  benefits,  favours,  and  mer- 
cies;) I  fay,  concerning  this  duty  itfelf,  (abftraftedly 
confidered)  as  it  involves  a  refpedto  benefits  or 
good  things  received  ;  fo  in  its  employment  about 
them  it  imports,  requires,  or  fuppofes-thefe  following 
particulars. 

I.  It  implies  a  right  apprehenfion  of,  and  confe- 
quently  a  confiderate  attention  unto,  benefits  con- 
ferred. For  he  that  is  either  wholly  ignorant  of  his 
obligations,  or  miftakes  them,  or  paffes  them  over 
with  a  flight  and  fuperficial  view,  can  nowife  be 

Pf.  cvii.  43.  grateful.  IVljofo  is  wife,  and  will  obferve  thefe  things^ 
even  they  Jhall  underfland  ihe  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord. 

Pf.  Uiv.  9.  Men  Jhall  fear  J  and  Jhall  declare  ihe  work  of  God ;  for 

pf.  cxL  z.  they  Jljall  wijely  confider  of  his  doings.  The  works  of 
the  Lord  are  greats  foughl  out  of  all  that  have  pkafure 

^•xxx\v,i. therein.  O  tafle  (firft,  and  then)  fee  that  the  Lord  is 
good. 

This  is  the  method  that  great  mafter  of  thankf- 
giving  prefcribes ;  firft  experimental  notice,  then 
wife  confideration,  then  grateful  fenfe,  then  public 
acknowledgment.  And  thofe  we  find  both  by  him 
and  by  the  Prophet  Ifaiah  (in  'the  very  fame  words) 

V{.  xxviii.  reprehended  as  wickedly  ingrateful  perfons,  who  re- 

liL  V.  iz.  garded  not  the  work  of  the  Lord^  nor  conjidered  the  ope* 
ration  oj  his  hands.  'Tis  part  therefore  of  this  duty 
incumbent  on  us,  to  take  notice  of  diligently,  and 
carefully  to  confider,  the  divine  benefits ;  not  to  let 
them  pafs  undifcerncd  and  unregarded  by  us,  as  per- 
fons cither  wofully  blind,  or  ftupidly  Jrowfy,  or  to- 
tally unconcerned, 

Tis 
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'Tis  a  general  fault,  that  the  moft  common  and  s  e  r  m. 
frequent,  the  moft  obvious  and  confpicuous  favours    xvi. 

of  God,  (like  the  ordinary  phsenomena  of  nature, ^ 

which,  as  Ariftotle  obferves,  though  in  themfelves 
moft  admirable,  are  yet  leaft  admired,)  the  conftant 
rifing  of  the  fun  upon  us,  the  defcent  of  fruitful 
Ihowers,  the  recourfe  of  temperate  feafons,  the  con- 
tinuance of  our  life,  the  enjoyment  of  health,  the 
providential  difpenfation  of  wealth,  and  competent 
means  of  livelihood,  the  daily  protedion  from  inci- 
dent dangers,  the  helps  of  improving  knowledge,  ob- 
taining virtue,  becoming  happy,  and  fuch  like  moft 
excellent  benefits,  we  commonly  little  mind  or  re- 
gard, and  confequently  feldom  return  the  thanks 
due  for  them.  Poflibly  fome  rare  accidents  of  pro- 
vidence, fome  extraordinary  judgment,  fome  mira- 
culous deliverance,  may  roufe  and  awaken  our  atten- 
tion :  (as  it  is  faid  of  the  Ifraehtes,  fVhen  he  JlewviAxxvWu 
ihemy  then  they  fought  him^  and  remembei'ed  that  God^"^'^^' 
was  their  rock^  and  the  high  God  their  Redeemer  :)  but 
fuch  advertency  is  not  the  effeft  fo  much  of  grati- 
tude, as  of  curiofity  or  of  neteflity  :  the  notable  ra- 
rity invites,  or  fome  powerful  impulfe  commands  our 
notice.  But  the  truly  grateful  induftrioufly  defign, 
and  are  ftudious  to  know  throughly  their  obligations, 
that  they  may  be  abl^  to  render  anfwcrable  returns 
for  them, 

2.  This  duty  requires  a  faithful  retention  of  bene-'Ax^pr^ 
fits  in  memory,  and  confequently  frequent  refieftions?"*^"'''*^^ 
upon  them.     For  he  that  is  no  longer  affefted  with"  "''**''' 
a  benefit  than  it  incurs  the  fenfe,  and  fufFers  not  it-- 
felf  to  be  difregarded,  is  far  from  being  grateful ; 
nay,  if  we  believe  the  philofopher,  is  ingrateful  in 
the  vvorft  kind,  and  higheft  degree.     For,  Ingratusstn.Wudz 
eft^  faith  he,  qui  beneficium  accepijfe  fe  negate  quod  acce-  ^^"*^-  ^*p- 
pit  J  ittgraius  efl^  qui  dijjimulat ;  ingratuSy  qui  non  reddit: 
ingrattjfimus  omnium^  qui  oblitus  eft.     He  that  falfely  de^ 
nies  the  reception  of  a  benefit ^  and  he  that  dijjernbles  it^ 
and  he  that  doth  not  repay  ity  is  ingrateful  y  but  moft  in- 

B  b  3 '  grateful 
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s  E  R  u.  grateful  of  all  is  he  that  forgets  it.     It  is  a  figa  the  bc- 
XVI.    nefit  made  no  deep  impreffion  on  his  mind,  fincc  it 

■  left  no  difcernible  footftep  there ;   that  he  hardly 

ever  thought  of  making  recompence,  fince  he  hath 
fuffered  himfelf  to  become  altogether  uncapable  of 
doing  it  :  neither  is  there  any  hope  of  his  amending 
the  paft  negleft  ;  no  fliame,  no  repentance,  no  fair 
occafTon  can  redeem  him  from  ingratitude,  in  whom 
the  very  remembrance  of  his  obligation  is  extin- 
guifhed. 

If  to  be  fenfible  of  a  prefent  good  turn  deferved 
the  title  of  gratitude,  all  men  certainly  would  be 
grateful :  the  Jews  queftionlefs  were  fo.  When  Al- 
mighty God,  by  his  wonderful  power  in  extraordi- 
nary ways,  delivered  them  from  the  tyranny  and  op- 
preffion  of  their  prevalent  enemies  j  when  he  caufed 
ftreams  to  gufti  forth  from  the  bowels  of  a  hard  rock, 
to  refrefh  their  thirft ;  when  bread  defcended  from 
heaven  in  (bowers,  and  the  winds  were  winged  with 
flefh,  to  fatisfy  their  greedy  defires ;  then  furely  they 
were  not  altogether  unfenfible  of  the  divine  good- 
nefs ;  then  could  they  acknowledge  his  power,  and 
be  forward  enough  to  engage  themfelves  in  promiles 
of  correfpondent  obfervance  toward  him  for  the  fu- 
ture.    But  the  mifchief  was,  immediately  after,  as 

K.ixxviii.  the  Pfalmift  complains,  Theyforgat  his  worksy  and  the 

"'  ***  wonders  he  had  fhewed  them  :  They  remembered  not  his 
handy  nor  the  day  when  he  delivered  them  from  the  ene- 

Nch.  \x.\y,my.  They  refufed  to  obey^  neither  were  mindful  of  the 
zvonders  that  God  did  among  them^  as  Nehemiah  con- 

DfuLxxxii-fefles  in  their  behalf.  Of  the  rock  that  begat  them  they 
were  unmindful^  andfo)'^ot  the  God  that  formed  them^  as 
it  is  in  Deuteronomy.  They  diftrufted  his  promifcs, 
repined  at  his  dealings,  difobeyed  his  laws,  and  trea- 
cheroufly  apoftatized  from  his  covenant.  Such  were 
the  fruits  of  their  ingrateful  forgetfulncfs ;  which 
therefore  that  people  is  fo  often  charged  with,  and  fo 
Iharply  reproved  for  by  the  Prophets. 

On  the  contrar}',  we  find  that  great  pattern  of 

gra- 
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gratitude,  the  royal  Prophet  David,  continually  re-  s  e  r  m. 
volving  in  his  thoughts,  imprinting  upon  his  fancy,    xvi* 
ftudying  and  meditating  upon,  recolleding  and  re-  . 
newing  in  his  memory,  the  refults  of  divine  favour,  jjl^y  ^o.^'"s 
/  wi//  remember,  faith  he,  ihy  wonders  of  old -y  I  zc'/// ever  before 
meditate  of  all  thy  worh^md  talk  of  thy  doings  :  ^^^^^^^l^^-^^l 
I  remember  the  days  of  old 'y  I  will  meditate  on  all  thy\xx\n.\\'l 
works  ;  /  mufe  on  the  works  of  thy  hands  :  and,  Blejs  ^yl^^'^f^-^i^ 
the  Lordy  O  my  foul y  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits  :  Sy(>,i' 
and.  My  mouth  fhall  praife  thee  with  joyful  lips  y  when  I 
remember  thee  upon  my  bedy  and  meditate  on  thee  in  the 
night -watches  y  becaufe  thou  haft  been  my  help.  No  place 
unfit,  it  feems,  no  time  unfeafonable,  for  the  pradice 
of  this  duty  ;  not  the  place  defigned  for  reft,  not  the 
time  due  to  lleep,  but,  as  David  thought,  more  due 
to  a  wakeful  contemplation  of  the  divine  goodnels. 
Whofe  vigilant  gratitude  we  (hould  ftrive  to  imitate, 
devoting  our  moft  folitary  and  retired,  our  moft  fad 
and  fenous  thoughts  ,(not  the  ftudies  only  of  our 
clofets,  but  the  confultations  alfo  of  our  pillow)  to 
the  prefervation  of  thofe  blefled  ideas ;  that  neither 
length  of  time  may  deface  them  in  our  fancy,  nor 
other  care  thruft  them  out  thence. 

It  was  a  fatirical  anfwer,  (that  of  Ariftotle)  and 
highly  opprobrious  to  mankind  ;  who  being  afked, 
Ti  Tax*5'ov  ytjf aVxf* ;  JVhat  doth  the  fooneft  grow  old  ? 
replied,  Xa^*^,  T^hanks  :  and  fo  was  that  adagial  verfe, 
"A/ia'  lixjTiTa*,  xa»  ri^vmiv  rj  x'^V^'  Nofoqnei'  the  (ourtefy 
boruy  than  the  refentment  thereof  dead.  Such  reproach- 
ful aphorifms  we  (hould  labour  to  confute,  efpecially 
as  they  are  applicable  to  the  divine  favours,  by  fo 
maintaining  and  cherifhing  our  thanks  for  them, 
that  they  neither  decay  with  age,  nor  prematurely 
die,  nor  be  buried  in  oblivion  ;  but  may  refemble 
the  piftures  and  poetical  defcriptions  of  the  graces, 
thofe  goodly  daughters  of  heaven,  fmiling  always 
with  a  never-fading  ferenity  of  countenance,  and 
flourifhing  in  an  immortal  youth. 

The  middle,  we  may  obferve,  and  the  fafeft,  and 
B  b  4  the 
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s  E  R  M.  the  faircft,  and  the  moft  confpicuous  places  in  cities 
XVI.    are  ufually  deputed  for  the  crecftions  of  ftatucs  and 

■i  ■  monuments  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  worthy 
men,  who  have  nobly  deferved  of  their  countries. 
In  like  manner  fhould  we  in  the  heart  and  certtre  of 
our  foul,  in  the  beft  and  higheft  apartments  thereof, 
in  the  places  moft  expofed  to  ordinary  obfervation, 
and  moft  fecure  from  the  invasions  of  worldly  care, 
ereft  lively  reprefentations  of,  and  lafting  memorials 
unto,  the  divine  bounty ;  conftantly  attending  to 
which  we  may  be  difpofed  to  gratitude.  Not  one 
bleffing,  not  the  leaft  favourable  paflage  of  provi- 
dence ought  to  perifh  with  us,  though  long  fincc 
paft,  and  removed  out  of  the  fphere  of  prcfent 
I'enfe. 

Pf.  ixxi.  6.  We  muft  not  in  our  old  age  forget  who  formed 
us  in  the  womb,  who  brought  us  into  the  light,  who 
fuckled  our  infancy,  who  educated  our  childhood, 
who  governed  our  youth,  who  conduced  our  man- 
hood through  the  manifold  hazards,  troubles,  and 
difafters  of  life.    Nor  in  our  profberity,  our  affluence 

Dcut.  yi.  of  good  things,  our  poffeffion  or  Canaan,  (hould  we 
'be  unmindful  of  him  who  relieved  us  in  our  ftraits, 
who  fupplied  our  wants,  fuftained  our  adverfity,  who 
redeemed  us  from  Egypt,  and  led  us  through  the 
wildernefs.  A  fucceflion  of  new  and  frefti  benefits 
(hould  not  (as  among  fome  favages  the  manner  is 
for  the  young  to  make  away  the  old)  fupplant  and 
expunge  ancient  ones,  but  make  them  rather  more 
dear  and  venerable  to  us.  Time  (hould  not  weaken 
or  diminilh,  but  rather  confirm  and  radicate  in  us 
the  remembrance  of  God's  goodnefs ;  to  render  it, 
as  it  doth  gold  and  wine,  more  precious  and  more 
ftrong.  We  have  ufually  a  memory  more  than 
enough  tenacious  of  injuries  and  ill  turns  done  to  us : 
let  it  never  be  faid,  to  the  difgrace  of  that  noble  fa- 
culty, that  we  can  hardly  forget  the  difcourtc(ies  of 
man,  but  not  eafily  remember  the.  favours  of  God. 
But  farther, 

3.  This 
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3.  This  duty  implies  a  due  efteem  and  valuation  s  fi  R  M« 
of  benefits  ;  that  the  nature  and  quality,  the  mea-    xvi. 

fure   and   quantity,    the   circumftances  and   confe-  *- 

quences  of  them  be  well  expended;  elle  the  gratitude 
is  like  to  be  none,  or  very  defedive.  For  we  com- 
tnenfurate  our  thankfulnefs,  not  lb  much  to  the  in- 
trinfic  excellency  of  things,  as  to  our  peculiar  eftima* 
tions  '  them.  A  Cynic  perhaps  would  not  return 
more  thanks  for  a  diamond,  than  for  a  pebble  ;  not 
more  gratefully .  receive  a  talent  of  gold,  than  an 
ounce  of  copper ;  becaufe  he  equally  values,  or  ra- 
ther ahke  contemns  both. 

Wherefore   we   find   our    (never-to-be-forgotten) 
example,  the  devout  thankfgiver,  David,  continually 
declaring  the  great  price  he  fet  upon  the  divine  fa* 
vours;  admiring  and  difplaying  their  tranfcendent 
perfedions,  their  wonderful  greatnefs,  their  bouhdlefs 
extehfion,   their  exceflive   multitude,  their   endlefs 
duration,  their  advantageous  circumftances,  (the  ex- 
cellent needfulnefs,  convenience,  and  feafonablenefs 
of  them ;  together  with  the  admirable  freenefs,  wif- 
dom,  and  power  of  the  Benefactor,  (liining  forth  in 
and  by  them.)     /  wi//  praife  thee^  O  Lord^  faith  he,  Pf.  cviu.  3, 
among  the  people^  I  wil/Jing  unto  thee  among  the  nations :  ^ 
for  thy  mercy  is  great  unto  the  heai^ns^  and  thy  faithful- 
nefs  reacheth  unto  the  clouds.    And,  Remember  the  mar-  Pf.cv.  5. 7. 
vellous  works  that  he  hath  done^  his  wonders^  and  the 
judgments  of  his  mouth.    He  is  the  Lord  our  God^  his 
judgmeyits  are  in  all  the  earth.    And  again,  Thy  mercy ^v^,  xxxvi. 
O  Lordy  is  in  the  heavens^  thy  fail  hfulnefs  reacheth  unio^'^'^' 
the  clouds.   Thy  right eottfnefs  is  like  the  great  mountains  ; 
thy  judgments  are  a  great  deep  :  O  Lord^  thou  prefervefi 
man  and  beafl.    How  excellent  is  thy  loving^kindnefs^  O 
God!  and,  How  precious  are  thy  thoughts  u>ito  me^  O^^-cxxxix. 
Lord!  O  hoiv  great  is  the  fum  of  them  !  If  I  fhould^^' 
count  them,  thev  are  more  in  number  than  the /and.  And 
again.  His  work  is  honourable  and  glorious^  his  righteouf  Pf.  cxi.3. 
nefs  endureth  for  ever  :  and,  The  Lord  is  good  to  tf//,"^^*^' 
and  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works:   and, 

Blejfed 
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s  E  R  M.  BleJJed  be  the  Lordy  who  daily  loadeth  us  whir  bis  be- 

XVI.    nefits. 
.  In  fuch  manner  ought  we  diligently  to  furvey  and 

p^.ixVui.  judiciouily  to  eftimate  the  efFefts  of  divine  benefi- 
'^'  cence,  examining  every  part,  and  defcanting  upon 

every  circumftance  thereof ,  like  thofe  that  contem- 
plate fome  rare  beauty,  or  fome  excellent  pidure ; 
fome  commending  the  ,exa6t  proportions,  fome  the 
graceful  features,  fome  the  lively  colours  difcernible 
therein.  There  is  not  the  lead  of  the  divine  favours, 
which,  if  we  confider  the  condcfcenfive  tendernefs, 
the  clear  intention,  the  undeferved  franknefs,  the 
cheerful  debonairity  exprefled  therein,  hath  not  di- 
menfions  larger  than  our  comprehenfipn,  colours  too 
fair,  and  lineaments  too  comely  for  our  weak  fight 
thoroughly  to  difcern ;  requiring  therefore  our  higheft 
cfteem  and  our  utmoft  thanks. 

*Tis  perhaps  fomewhat  dangerous  to  afEx  a  deter- 
minate value  upon  any  of  God's  benefits :  (for  to 
value  them  feems  to  undervalue  them,  they  being 
really  ineftimable  :)  what  then  is  it  to  extenuate,  to 
vilify,  to  defpife  the  greateft  ?  We  fliould  eflcem 
them,  as  we  meafure  the  heavens  with  our  eye,  as  we 
compute  the  fands  upon  the  fliore,  as  we  would  prize 
inexhauftible  mines  of  gold,  and  treafures  of  pearl ; 
that  is,  by  confelfing  heartily  their  worth  furpaffes 
the  flrength  of  our  imagination  to  conceive,  and  of 
our  fpeech  to  utter;  that  they  are  immenfe,  in- 
numerable, unconceivable,  and  unexpreflible.  But 
ftill, 

4.  Giving  thanks  imports,  that  benefits  be  received 
Vith  a  willing  mind,  a  hearty  ienfe,  a  vehement  af- 
fection. The  forementioned  particulars  are  indeed 
necefTary  properties,  infeparable  concomitants,  or 
prerequifite  conditions  to  :  but  a  cheerful  and  cor- 
dial acceptance  of  benefits  is  the  form,  as  it  were, 
and  foul,  the  life  and  fpirit,  the  principal  and  mofl 
eflential  ingredient  of  this  duty. 

It  was  not  altogether  unreafonable,  though  it  went 

for 
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for  a  paradox,  that  didate  of  the  Stoics,  that  animus  s  e  r  m. 
Jufficit  animoy^ndf  that  qui  libenter  accepii^  beneficium    xvi. 

reddidit:  that  he,  who  with  a  willing  and  well-affefted 

mind  receives  a  courtefy,  hath  fully  difcharged  the 
duty  of  gratitude ;  that  other  endeavours  of  return 
and  compenfation  are  rather  handfome  acceffions  to 
it,  than  indifpenfably  reqvifite  to  the  completion 
thereof.  For  as  in  the  collation,  it  is  not  the  gold  or 
the  filver,  the  food  or  the  apparel,  in  which  the  be- 
nefit confifts,  but  the  will  and  benevolent  intention 
of  him  that  beftows  them  ;  fo  reciprocally  it  is  the 
good  acceptance,  the  fenfiblenefs  of,  and  acquiefcence 
in  the  benefactor's  goodnefs,  that  conftitutes  the 
gratitude ;  which  who  affords,  though  he  be  never 
capable  of  yielding  other  fatisfaftion,  voluntate  vo^ 
luniati  fatisfecit 'y  and  Regum  aquavit  opes  animo--' — • 
It  is  ingenuity  that  conflitutes  (refpedlively)  both  a 
bountiful  giver,  and  a  thankful  receiver.  A  truly 
noble  bqnefadlor  purely  aimeth  at  not  any  material 
reward,  or  advantage  to  himfelf  j  (it  were  trading 
this,  hot  beneficence;)  but  the  good  profit  and 
content  of  him,  to  whom  he  difpenleth  his  favour  : 
of  which  being  afTured,  he  reds  fatisfied,  and  accounts 
himfelf  royally  recompenfed  ^. 

Such  a  benefa6tor  is  Almighty  God,  and  fuch  a  tri- 
bute he  requires  of  us ;  a  ready  embracement  of, 
and  a  joyful  complacency  in  his  kindnefs ;  even  fuch 
as   he  exprefTed,  who   faid,  Becaufe  thy  loving- kind '^<' Un\. %. 
nefs  is  better  than  life^  my  lips  Jhall praife  thee:  and,  -Wy^x'i.^ii. 
foul  Jhall  be  filled  as   with  marrow  and  fat  nefs  ^  ^W  wyixiii.  5.  ix. 
mouth  fhall  praife  thee  with  joyful  lips  :  and,  I  zvill praife^*  *' 
thee  with  my  whole  heart  j  /  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in 

*  Quotics  quod  propofuit  quis  confequitur,  capit  opcris  fui 
fru^lum.  Qui  beneficium  dat,  quid  proponit  iibi  ?  prodefle  ci 
cui  dat,  ct  fibi  voluptati  efle  :  non  Iibi  invicem  reddi  voluit ;  aut 
non  fuit  beneficium,  fed  negotiatio.  Beneficii  proprium  eft,  nihil  de 
reditu  cogitarc.  Senec. 

Nee  eft  dubium  quin  is  qui  liberalis  bcnignufque  dicitur,  offiii- 
um,  non  fni6lum  fcquatur.    CiV.  de  Leg.  i. 

thee : 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC  j 


j8o  The  Duly  of  Tbank/giroing. 

s  E  R  yi.thee  :  and,  Blefs  the  Lord^  O  my  foul  y  and  all  that  b 

XVI,    within  me^  ptaife  bis  holy  name, 
■  '  No  holocauft  is  fo  acceptable  to  God,  as  a  heart 

pf.  ciii.  1.  cnflamed  with  the  fenfe  of  his  goodnefs.     He  loves 
a  Cor.  u.  7' not  Only  IxoL^oy  Utiw,  (a  merry  giver)  but  Ixa^ov  tixh^ 
(a  cheerful  receiver)  alfo.     He  would  have  us,  as  ta 
defire  his  favour  with  a  greedy  appetite,  fo  to  taftc 
it  with  a  favoury  relifh.     He  deligns  not  only  \ofUt 
Aas1iT.x7.our  mouths  with/(?<7^,  but  our  hearts  dXtowitb  gladtufs. 
We  muft   not   feem  to    grudge    or    repine,   to 
murmur  or  difdain,  that  we  are  neceflitated  to  be 
beholden  to  him  ;  left  it  happen  to  us  as  it  did  to 
Pf.ixxvin.  them  of  whom  it  is  faid,  fVhile  the  meat  was  yet  in 
^^'  ^''      their  mouths^  the  wrath  of  God  came  upon  them^  and  flew 
thefattefl  of  them.     Yea,  'tis  our  duty  not  to  be  con- 
tented only,  but  to  be  delighted,  to  be  tranfported, 
to  be  ravilhed  with  the  emanations  of  his  love  :  to 
*       entertain  them  with  fuch  a  difpofition  of  mind,  as 
the  dry  and  parched  ground  imbibes  the  foft  dew 
and  gentle  ftiowers;  as  the  chill  and  darkfomeair  ad- 
mits the  benign  influences  of  heavenly  light  >  as  the 
thirfty  foul   takes  in  the  fweet  and  cooling  ftream. 
He  that  with  a  fullen  look,  a  dead  heart,   a  faint 
fenfe,  a  cold  hand,  embraces  the  gifts  of  heaven,  is 
really  unthankful,  though  with  deluges  of  wine  and 
oil  he  makes  the  altars  to  overflow,  and  clouds  the 
iky  with  the  fteam  of  his  facrifices.  But  yet  farther, 
5.  This  duty  requires  due  acknowledgment  of  our 
obligation,  fignifications  of  our  notice, declarations  of 
our  efteem  and  good  acceptance  of  favours  conferred. 
It  is  the  worft  and  moft  deteftable  of  ingratitudes, 
that  which  proceeds  from  pride  and  fcorn :  and  fuch 
is  he  guilty  of,  who  is  either  unwilling  or  aOiamed  to 
confeft  himfelf  obliged  ;  who  purpolely  diflTembles  a 
benefit,  or  difavows  the  benefaftor;  who  refufes  to 
render  thofe  moft  manifeftly  due,  and  moft  **eafily  dif- 

^  Olli  yu^  Pafv  Ti  »«»  isr«;^Si?  ixt^ijTir  va^  XfiZt,  oM*  5  to  0^- 
XoytTp  fjLOfot  rat  locxvraf  ivtfysffia^,  iteu  rd^  vxl^  rirvp  atrrS  tlx^fins^S 
m,fa.fiftif,     Cbr^f,  tom.  i.  pag.  54. 

charged. 
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charged,  thofe  neither  toilfome  nor  expenfive  oblations  s  e  r  m* 
of  praife  and  acknowledgment.  This  part  of  our  duty   xvi. 
requires,  that  we  offer  to  God,  not  coflly  hecatombs,  — — - 
but  the  calves  only  v/our  lipSy  (as  the  prophet  HofeaHoCxw-2. 
fpeaks;)  not  the  fruit  of  our  lands,  but  xx^iroy  ^^txiav 
only,  (as  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  ftyles  it,)  the  fruit  ii<^nA\A^ 
of  our  lips  ^  <onfeffim  to  his  name ;  that  we  employ  lbme^MXo>iwwir. 
tew  Wafts  of  the  oreath  he  gave  us,  on  the  celebra- 
tion of  his  goodnefs,  and  advancement  of  his  repute. 
/  will  praife  the  name  of  God  with  afong^  and  will  mag-^^^'^^i^ 
nify  him  with  tbankfgiying.     Thisfljall  pleafe  the  Lord^^* 
better  than  an  ox  or  bullock  that  bath  horns  and  hoofs ^ 
faith  David. 

And  furely  it  is  the  leaft  homagie  we  in  gratitude 
owe,  and  can  pay  to  Almighty  God,  to  avow  our 
dependence  upon  and  obligation  to  him  for  the  good 
things  we  enjoy,  to  acknowledge  that  his  favours  do 
defcrve  thanks,  to  publifh  to  the  world  our  experience 
of  his  goodnefs,  to  proclaim  folemnly  with  the  voice 
of  thankfgiving  his  moft  deferved  praife  ;  refembling 
him  who  abounds  in  fuch  expreffions  as  thefe  :  /  willvt.  \%xx\k. 
fing  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  for  ever*,  with  my  mouth  will^^^*^''*'  ^* 
I  make  known  his  faithfulnefs  to  all  generations.     I  wilU\.  10, 
publifh  with  the  voice  of  thankfgivin?,  and  tell  of  all  hisj'^^^^^ 
wondrous  works.     I  willfpeak  of  the  glorious  honour  ofhither,  and 
thy  majefly^  atid  of  thy  wondrous  works.     I  have  not  hid^^^^^^^^ 
thy  righteonfnefs  in  my  hearty  I  have  declared  thy  faith^Oo^  ^lc, 
fulnefs  and  tiy  falvation  :  /  have  not  concealed  thy  lov- 
ing'kindnefs  and  thy  truth  from  the  great  congregation. 

Thus  if  a  grateful  affeftion  live  in  our  hearts,  it 
will  refpire  through  our  mouths,  and  difcover  itfelf 
in  the  motion  of  our  lips.  There  will  be  a  confpi- 
racy  and  faithful  correfpondence  between  our  mind 
and  our  tongue :  if  the  one  be  fenfible,  the  otlier 
will  not  be  filent ;  as  if  the  fpring  works,  the  wheels 
will  turn  about,  and  the  bell  not  fail  to  fpeak.  Nei- 
ther (hall  we  content  ourfelves  in  lonefome  tunes, 
and  private  foliloquies,  to  whifper  out  the  divine 
praifes ;  but  (hall  loudly  excite  and  provoke  others 

to 
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s  E  R  M.to  a  melodious  confonance  with  us.     We  (hall,  with 
XVI.    the  fweet  finger  of  Ifrael,  cite  and  invoke  heaven  and 

earth;    the   celeftial   choir  of  angels;    the   feveral 

eftates  and  generations  of  men,  the  numberiefs  com- 
pany of  all  the  creatures,  to  affift  and  join  in  con- 
cert with  us,  in  celebrating  the  worthy  deeds,  and 
magnifying  the  glorious  name  of  our  moft  mighty 
Creator,  of  our  moft  bountiful  Benefaftor. 

Gratitude  is  of  a  fruitful  and  diffufive  nature,  of  a 
free  and  communicative  difpofition,  of  an  open  and 
fociable  temper :  it  will  be  imparting,  difcover- 
ing,  and  propagating  itfelf ;  it  afFefts  light,  company, 
and  liberty;  it  cannot  endure  to  be  fmothered  in 
privacy  and  obfcurity.  Its  beft  inftrument  therefore 
is  fpeech,  that  moft  natural,  proper,  and  eafy  mean 
of  converfation,  of  fignifying  our  conceptions,  of  con- 
veying, and  as  it  were  transfunding  our  thoughts 
and  our  paflions  into  each  other  ^.  This  therefore 
glory  of  ours^  and  beft  organ  that  we  have,  (as  the 

Pf.  ivii.  8.  Pfalmift  feems  to  call  it)  our  tongue,  we  (hould  in  all 
reafon  devote  to  the  honour,  and  confecrateto  the  praife 
of  him  who  made  it,  and  who  conferves  it  ftill  in  tune. 
And,  the  farther  to  provoke  us,  we  may  confider, 
that  it  hath  been  the  manner  prompted  by  nature,  and 
authorifed  by  general  praftice,  for  men  of  all  nations, 
and  all  times,  and  all  ways,  by  compofed  hymns  and 
panegyrical  elogies,  to  exprefs  their  gratitude  for  the 
gifts  of  nature,  and  for  the  benefits  indulged  by  Pro- 
vidence; in  their  public  facrifices  and  folemn  feflivities 
extolling  the  excellent  qualities  of  their  imaginary 
deities,  and  reciting  the  famous  achievements  of  their 
heroes  and  fuppofed  benefaftors  :  to  whofc  favourable 
help  and  bleffing,  in  their  conceit,  they  owed  the  fruits 
of  the  earth,  the  comforts  of  life,  the  defencef  and  pa- 
tronage of  their  countries  :  being  indeed  miftaken  in 
the  objed:^  but  not  tranfgrefling  in  the  fubftance  of  the 

Xiytt  cjro^df,  &c.  Clem,  Alex.  Strom,  i.  p.  270. 

duty ; 
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duty  ;  paying  a  due  debt,  though  to  falfe  creditors,  s  e  r  u. 
And  I  wi(h  we  were  as  ready  to  imitate  them-  in  the    xvi. 
one,  as  we  are,  perhaps,  prone  to  blame  them  for  the  ■  ■ 

other.  For,  certainly,  acknowledgments  of  the  di- 
vine goodnefs,  and  folemn  teftifications  of  our  thank- 
ful fenfe  thereof,  (whatever  the  abufed  world  may 
now  imagine)  was  always,  is  now,  and  ever  will  be  the 
principal  and  mofl  noble  part  of  all  religion  immedi- 
ately addreflfed  to  "God.    But  moreover, 

6.  This  duty  requires  endeavours  of  real  compen- 
fation,  and  a  fatisfaftory  requital  of  benefits,  accord- 
ing to  the  ability  and  opportunity  of  the  receiver :,  sam.  xa. 
that  we  do  not  only  verbally  dicere^  and  agnofcere  ^  but  h-  onXj 
really  agere,  and  referre gratias :  that  to  him,  who  hathL^Jd,  Ld 
by  his  beneficence  obliged  us,  we  minifter  reciprocal '^"^«'^*™^ 
alfiftance,  comfort,  and  relief,  if  he  need  them,  andaiiyouT* 
be  capable  to  receive  them  -,  however,  by  evident  **"JJ*  ^^ 
teftimonies  to  difcover  our  ready  difpofition  to  makehow  great 
fuch  real  returns ;  and  withal,  to  fuit  our  adions  to{J*^^^5^^^^ 
his  good  liking,  and  in  our  carriage  to  comply  withforyou. 
his  reafonable  defires.  For,  as  tbt  earth  tvhicb  drinketbwth.  vL  7, 
the  rain   often  coming  upon  //,  and  having   been  by^' 
great  labour  tilled,  and  manured  with  txpcncty  yield- 
etb  yet  no  meet  herbagey  ox  fruit  agreeable  to  tbe  eX'*^*^<»^' 
pefiation  of  him  that  drejfeth  ity  but  is  either  wholly'*'***'* 
barren,  or  produceth  only  thorns  and  briars^  is  (as  the 
Apoftlc  to  the  Hebrews  tells  us)  to  be  reprobated,  and 
nigh  unto  cwrfing  ;  that  is,  deferves  no  farther  care  or 
culture  to  be  employed  on  it,  and  is  to  be  reputed 
defperately  worthlefs:  fo  is  he,  (that  we  may  apply 
an  apodqfis  to  the  Apoftle's  comparifon)  who,  daily 
partaking  the  influences  of  divine  providence  and 
bounty,  affords  no  anfwepable  return,  to  be  accounted 
execrably  unthankful,  and  unworthy  of  any  farther 
favour  to  be  (hewed  toward  him. 

*Tis  true,  our  right eoufnefs  (or  beneficence ^  fo  thePf.  xvi.  a. 
word  there  fignifies)  doth  not  extend  unto  God :  His 
benefits  exceed  all  poflibility  of  any  proportionable 
requital !  He  doth  not  need,  nor  can  ever  immedi- 
ately 
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SE  R  M.ately  receive  any  advantage  from  us  :  we  cannot  cn^ 
XVI.    rich  him  with  our  gifts,  who  by  unqueftionable  right, 

• and  in  unalterable  pofleflion,  is  Lord  and  Mafter  of 

all  things  that  do  adtually  or  can  poflibly  exift ;  nor 
advance  him  by  our  weak  commendations,  who  al- 
ready enioyeth  the  fupreme  pitch  of  glory  ;  nor  any 
way  cor>tribute  to  his  in  itfelf  complete  and  indefefti- 
ble  beatitude.  Yet  we  may  by  appofite  fignifications 
declare  our  willingnefs  to  ferve  and  exalt  him  :  we 
may  by  our  obfequious  demeanor  highly  pleafe  and 
content  him  :  we  may,  by  our  charity  and  benignity 
to  thofe  whofe  good  he  tenders,  yield  (though  not  an 
adequate,  yet)  an  acceptable  return  to  his  benefits. 

Vi, cxsx.ii. IV hat  Jhall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  f 
faith  David,  in  way  of  counfel  and  deliberation  :  and 

Pf.c3ivi.i3»thereupon  refolves,  /  will  take  the  cup  offalvation,  and 

^'  call  upMt  the  name  of  the  Lord:  I  will  pay  my  vows  unto 

the  Lord.  Seafonable  benediftions,  officious  addreffes, 
and  faithful  performances  of  vows,  he  intimates  to 
bear  fome  fhadow  at  leaft,  fome  refemblance  of  com- 
penfation.     And  fo  did  his  wife  fon  likewife,  when 

Pkov.  iii.  9-hc  thus  advifcd.  Honour  the  Lord  with  thy  fubfiance^ 
and  with  the  firjl  fruits  of  thy  increafe. 

Almighty  God,  though  he  really  doth,  and  cannot 
otherwife  do,  yet  will  not  feem  to  beftow  his  favoun 
altogether  gratis^  but  to  expe6t  fome  competent  re- 
turn, fome  fmall  ufe  and  income  fron\  them.  He 
will  aflert  his  rightful  title,  and  be  acknowledged  the 
chief  proprietary,  by  fignal  expreffions  of  our  fealty, 
and  the  payment  of  fome  though  inconfiderablc 
quitrent,  for  our  pofleffions  derived  from  him  ;  he 
will  rather  himfelf  be  feemingly  indigent,  than  per- 
mit us  to  be  really  ingrateful.  For  knowing  well 
that  our  performance  of  duty  and  refpedt  toward 
him  greatly  conduceth  to  our  comfort  and  happinefs% 
he  reqi|ireth  of  us  fuch  demonftirations  of  them,  as 

^  aU^»ltf  cUrof,  apToi  Xa/A«r^Tff M  7iro»!ai.  S.Cbryf,  in  ^'cxliv.  p.  885. 

we 
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wc  conveniently  are  able  to  exhibit ;  he  appoints  fer-  s  e  r  M. 
vices  expreflive  of  thankfulnefs,  exa6ls  tributes  and    xvi. 

cuftoms,  demands  loans  and  benevolences,  encourages '— • 

and  accepts  free-will  offerings  from  us.  Thoujhalt  ^o/fxod.xxni. 
appear  empty  before  the  Lordj  was  a  ftatute  to  thc^^- 
Jews,  qualified  and  moderated  by  certain  mcafures  : 
the  firft-fruits  of  their  lands,  the  firft-born  of  their 
cattle  and  of  themfelves,  the  tenths  of  their  annual 
increafe,  and  a  certain  allotment  from  the  fpoils  ac* 
quired  in  wars,  did  God  challenge  to  himfelf,  as  fit- 
ting recompences  due  for  his  bounty  to  and  care  over 
them. 

Neither  did  the  Gentiles  conceive  thenafelves  ex-» 
empted  from  the  hke  obligation.  For  the  dyt^o^ma^ 
the  top  or  chief  of  their  corn-heaps^  they  were  wont  to 
confccrate  unto  him  who  had  bleffed  their  fields  with 
increafe  ;  and  the  axfoX«a,  the  firjl  and  bejl  of  the 
prey^  they  dedicated  to  the  adornment  of  his  temple 
by  whofe  favourable  difpofal  they  had  obtained  the 
viftory.  Neither  would  they  fooner  begin  their 
meal,  and  partake  of  their  neceflary  refre(hment, 
than,  by  pouring  forth  their  gratulatory  hbation, 
they  had  performed  fome  homage  to  heaven  for  it. 

V  ad  fiuem. 

was  the  cuftom,  it  feems,  in  Homer's  time.     I  (hall 
not  infift  upon  their  a»«^iif4«Ta,  their  anniverfary  or 
their  cafual  facrifices  j    but  only  obferve,  (what,  if 
feafonable,  might  by  many  fufficient  teftimonies  be 
evinced,)  that  thofe  men  (at  lead  the  moil  intelligent  vid.pi^to^ 
of  them)  were  not  fo  fenfelefs  as  to  irfiagine,  that  o"  ^^*','t^^^ 
the  Gods,  to  whom  they  performed  thofe  fervices, /"«*.  j^f--^* 
and  devoted  thofe  oblations,  did  any  wife  need,  or^*j^J^/ 
were    truly  benefited    by   them;    but    that    they^-^«^ 


efteemed  it  a  comely   thing,  by   the  mod  fignifi-*^^,^,^^ 


cant    means  they  could   mvent,   to    declare    their  «'r^»,&c. 
VOL.  IT.  •  c  c  grateful 
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s  E  R  M.  grateful  fenfe  of  the   divine  goodnefs  and   indul- 

xvf.    gence  toward  them. 
-  And  though  we  are,  perhaps,  difobliged  now  fix>in 

the  circumftantial  manner,  yet  are  we  no  wife  freed 
•  from  (but  rather  more  ftrongly  er^aged  to)  the  fub- 
ftantial  performance  of  this  fort  of  gratitude.     Wc 
are  to  offer  flill,  not  dead  bulls  and  goatSy  but,  as 
Rom.xii.i.  St.  Paul  faith,  our  ozvn  bodies^  living  facrificeSy  holy  and 
acceptable  to  God,     We  are  excufed  from  material, 
but  are  yet  bound  to  yield  rnvjiAo^mxi;  %a-ttL^,/pirittuil 
1  Pet.  ii.  S'facrifices  unto  God,  as  St.  Peter  tells  us.     We  muft 
burn  incenfe   ftill,   that  of  fervent   devotion;    and 
fend  up  continually  to  heaven  S-uf/ai^  *n)V  aivicHa^j  that 
Hcb.  xiii.  thaftk-cffering  of  praife^  which  the  Apoftle  to  the  He- 
'^*  brews   mentions.      We   muft   confecrate   the    firft- 

born  of  our  fouls,  (pure  and  holy  thoughts)  and  the 
firft-fruits  of  our  ftrength,  (ouv  moft  aAive  endea- 
vours) to  God's  fcrvice.  We  mufl  flay,  our  impure  dc- 
fires,  mortify  our  corrupt  afTcftions,  and  abandon  our 
felfifli  refpefts  for  his  fake.     We  mtiil  give  him  our 
**^*ir**^^  hearts,  and  prefent  our  wills  entirely  to  his  difpofal. 
JlJ^iSfa;;-  We  muft  vow  to  him,  and  pay  the  diaily  oblation  of 
Jir'a^**'™  fincere  obedience.     We  muft  ofRcioufly  attend  Jiis 
i^lti     pleafure,  and  labour  to  content  him  by  an  innocent 
®'^^;  ly/j^  and  unblemiflied  converfatiom     With  thefe  things 
viuji.  514.*  Almighty  God  is  efFeftually  gratified ;  he  approves 
of  and  accepts 'thefe,  as  real  teftimonies  of  our  thank- 
fulnefs,  and  competent  returns  of  his  benefits. 

Efpecially  our  charity  and  beneficence,  cur  ex- 
hibiting love  and  refpcdl  to  good  men,  (his  faithful 
iervants  and  near  relations)  our  affording  help  and 
fuccour  to.perfons  in  need  and  diftrefs,  he  accounts  a 
fuitablfe  retaliation  of  his  kindnefs,  acknowledges  to 
be  an  obligation  laid  upon  himfelf,  and  hath  by  fet- 
tled rules  and  indifpenfable  promifes  obliged  himfelf 
Prov.  xir.  to  fequitc  them.  For,  He  that  hath  pity  on  the  poor^ 
'^"  lendetb  unto  the  Lord ;  and  that  which  he  hath  gtvcn^  hi 

yirb.v\.\o.itill p9y  him  again  :  and,  God  is  not  unrighteous^  tofot'- 
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get  your  work  and  labour  of  love ^  which  ye  haveJloewed%  e  r  m. 
toxvard  his  iiame^  in  that  ye  have  minijlered  to  the  faints^    xvi. 
and  do  minifter :  and.  To  do  good  and  to  communicate ^  ' 
forget  not ;  for  ivith  fuch  facrifices  God  is  well  f leafed :  Heb.xiii. 
and,  I  defirefnit,  faith  St.  Paul  to  the  Philippians,phn.iv.i7, 
that  may  abound  to  your  account.     But  I  have  ally  and^^' 
abound  j  /  am  full,  having  received  of  Epaphroditus  the 
things  which  were  fent  from  you,  an  odour  of  a  fweet 
fmeJl,  afacrifice  acceptable,  well pleafing  to  God.     And, 
Inafmucb  as  ye  have  done  it  to  (that   is,  fed,  and  Matt.  xxr. 
clothed,  and  comforted,)  the  leafl  ofthefe  my  brethren^^' 
^ ye  have  done  it  unto  me,  faith  our  Saviour ;  manifeftly 
declaring,  that  the  good  we  do,  and  the  refpeft  we 
(hew  unto  good  and  needy   men,  God  reckons  it 
done  unto  himfelf. 

And  this  point  I  (hall  conclude  with  the  fayings 
of  the  wife  Hebrew  philofopher  Ben-Sirach,  He  that  EccIms. 
keepetb  the  law  bringetb  offerings  enough  :  He  that  tak-  f^ 
eib  heed  to  the  commandment,  offereth  a  peace-offering. 
He  that  requiteth  a  good  turn,  offer eth  fine  flower :  and 
be  that  giveth  alms,  facrific  eth  praife.  To  depart  from 
wickednefs  is  a  thing  pleafing  to  the  Lord :  and  to  for* 
fake  unrigbteoufnefs,  is  a  propitiation.  To  thefe  I  (hall 
only  add  this  one  particular  ; 

7.  That  true  gratitude  for  benefits  is  always  at* 
tended  with  the  efteem,  veneration,  and  love  of  the 
benefaftor.  Beneficence  is  a  ro)'al  and  godlike 
thing,  an  ai^ument  of  eminent  goodhefs  and  power 
confpiring;  and  neceflarily  therefore,  as  in  them  that 
perceive  and  duly  confider  it,  it  begets  refpeft  and 
reverence;  fo  peculiarly  in  thofe  that  feel  its  benign 
influence,  it  produces  love  and  affeftion  :  like  the 
heavenly  light,  which  to  all  that  behoW  it  appears 
glorious  ;  but  more  powerfully  warms  thole  that  are 
direAly  fubjed  to  its  rays,  and  is  by  them  more  vi- 
goroufly  reflefted. 

And  as  to  thofe  that  are  immediately  concerned 
therein,  it  imports  more  particular  regard  and  good- 
will ;  fo,  if  tliey  be  duly  fcnfiblc  thereof,  it  engager 

c  c  2  them 
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s  E  R  M.  them  in  mutual  correfpondcncc  to  an  extraordinary 
XVI.     efteem  and  benevolence  :  fuch  as  David  upon  this 

account  profefles  to  have  been  in  himfelr  toward 

Pf.  xviii.  I.  God,  and  frequently  excites  others  to.     /  wi/I  love 

^'  ^^'        thcfy  O  Lord  myjlrength.  I  will  call  upon  the  Lardy  who 

is  worthy  to  be  praifed.    The  Lord  Hvetb,  and  blejfed  be 

Pf.  cxvi.  I.  my  rocky  and  let  the  God  of  my  Jalvation  be  exalted.    I 

love  the  Lordybecaufe  he  hath  heard  my  voice  and  my 

Lukevii.  fuppHcations.     And,  (in  the  Gofpel)  Becaufe  berfins^ 

'*^'  being  many^  were  for given^  therefore  fhe  loved  much.    So 

•Er:vx»e.f  true  it  is,  that  fenle  of  favour  indulged  is  naturally 

>=^Xf/' Produftive  of  love.         .  • 

ai..  ^v^.        Thus   have   I  plainly  and  fimply  prefented  you' 

with  what  my  meditations  fuggefted  concerning  the 

nature  and  fubftance  of  this  duty,  with  the  fevcral 

branches  fprouting  from  the  main  ftock  thereof:  I 

proceed  now  to  that  which  will  exceedingly  enlarge 

the  worth,  and  engage  to  the  performance  thereof. 

II.  The  objed  and  term  to  which  it  is  to  be  di- 
redled  ;  we  are  to  give  thanks  to  God.  To  Gvdj  I 
fay ;  that  is,  to  him^  unto  whom  we  are  obliged  not 
for  fome  Imall  and  inconfiderable  trifles,  but  for  the 
mod  weighty  and  valuable  benefits :  from  whom  we 
receive,  not  few  or  fome,  but  all  good  things ;  what- 
ever is  neceflary  for  our  fuftenance,  convenient  for 
our  ufe,  pleafant  for  our  enjoyment ;  not  only  thofc 
that  come  immediately  from  his  hand,  but  what  wc 
obtain  from  others,  who  from  him  receive  both  the 
will  and  the  power,  the  means  and  the  opportunities 
of  doing  us  good  :  to  whom  we  owe,  not  only  what 
we  ever  did  or  do  at  prefent  poflefs,  or  can  hereafter 
hope  for  of  good  ;  but  that  we  .were,  are,  or  Ihall 
ever  be  in  capacity  to  receive  any  ;  to  the  author, 
upholder,  and  preferver  of  our  being ;  without  whofc 
goodnefs  we  had  never  been,  and  without  whofe  care 
we  cannot  fubfift  one  moment. 

To  him  who  is  the  Lord  and  true  owner  of  all 
things  We  partake  of  ^  whofe  air  we  breathe,  whofc 
ground  we  tread  on,  whofe  food  fuftaias  us ;  whofe 

wholly 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


I'he  Duty  ef  Thankfgivbi^.  389 

wholly  we  are  ourfelves,  both  the  body  we  carrysERM. 
about  us,  (which  is  the  work  of  his  hands)  and  the    xvi. 
Ibul  we  think  with,  which  was  breathed  from  his— — — 
mouth. 

To  him  who  hath  created  a  whole  world  to  ferve 
us,  a  fpacious,  a  beautiful,  a  ftately  world  for  us  to 
inhabit  and  to  difport  in ;  who  hath  fiibjedted  fo  fair 
a  territory  to  our  dominion,  and  configned  to  our 
ufe  fo  numerous  a  progeny  of  goodly  creatures,  to 
be  managed,  to  be  governed,  to  be  enjoyed  by  us. 

So  that  wherever  we  direft  our  eyes,  whether  we 
refleft  them  inward  upon  ourfelves,  we  behold  his 
goodncfs  to  occupy  and  penetrate  the  very  root  and 
centre  of  our  beings ;  or  extend  them  abroad  toward 
the  things  about  us,  we  may  perceive  ourfelves  in- 
clofed  wholly,  and  furrounded  with  his  benefits.  At 
home  we  find  a  comely  body  framed  by  his  curious 
artifice,  various  organs  fitly  proportioned,  fituated, 
and  tempered  for  ftrength,  ornament,  and  motion, 
aftuated  by  a  gentle  heat,  and  invigorated  with  lively 
fpirits,  difpofed  to  health,  and  qualified  for  a  long 
endurance  ;  fubfervient  to  a  foul  endued  with  divers 
fenfes,  faculties,  and  powers,  apt  to  enquire  after, 
purfue,  and  perceive  various  delights  and  contents. 
To  the  fatisfaftion  of  which  all  extrinfical  things  do 
minifter  matter  and  help ;  by  his  kind  difpofal,  who 
furnilhes  our  palates  with  variety  of  delicious  fare, 
entertains  our  eyes  with  pleafant  fpedlacles,  raviflies 
our  ears  with  harmonious  founds,  perfumes  our 
noftrils  with  fragrant  odours,  cheers  our  fpirits  with 
comfortable  gales,  ^/A  our  hearts  with  food  and  glad- 
nefs^  fupplies  our  manifold  needs,  and  protefts  us 
from  innumerable  dangers. 

To  him  who  hath  inlpired  us  with  immortal  minds, 
and  imprefled  upon  them  perfpicuous  charafters  of 
his  own  divine  eflence  ;  hath  made  us,  not  in  fome 
fuperficial  lineaments,  but  in  our  moft  intimate  con- 
ftitution,  to  refcmble  himfelf,  and  to  partake  of  his 
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s  E  R  M.  mod,  excellent  perfeftions  j  an  cxtcnfivc  knowledge 
XVI.  of  truth,  a  vehement  complacency  in  good,  a  for- 
'  ward  capacity  of  being  completely  happy,  (according 
to  our  degree,  and  within  our  fphere.)  To  which 
blefled  end  by  all  fuitable  means  (of  external  mi- 
niftry  and  interior  afliftance)  he  faithfully  condufts 
us ;  revealing  to  us  the  way,  urging  us  in  our  pro* 
cefs,  reclaiming  us  when  we  deviate  ;  engaging  us  by 
his  conunands,  fbliciting  us  by  gentle  advices,  en- 
couraging us  by  gracious  promiles ;  inftrufting  us 
by  his  holy  word,  and  admoniftiing  us  by  his  loving 
ipirit. 

To  him  who  vouchfafes  to  grant  us  a  free  accefs 
unto,  a  conftant  intercourfe  and  a  familiar  acqusunt- 
^nce  with  himfelf ;  to  efteem  and  ftyle  us  \{\%  friends 
and  children  ;  to  invite  us  frequently,  and  entertain 
us  kindly  with  thofe  mod  pleafant  delicacies  of  fpiri- 
tual  repaft  ;  yea,  to  vifit  us  often  at  our  home,  and 
(if  we  admit)  to  abide  and  dwell  with  us  ;  indulgii^ 
us  the  enjoyment  of  that  prefence,  wherein  the  life 
of  all  joy  and  comfort  confifts,  and  to  behold  the 
light  of  his  all-cheering  countenance. 

Is  there  any  thing  more  ?  Yes :  To  bim  who,  to 
redeem  us  from  mifery,  and  to  advance  our  eilate, 
hath  infinitely  debafcd  himfelf,  and  eclipfed  the 
brightnefs  of  his  glorious  majefty  ;  not  difdaining  to 
alTume  us  into  a  near  affinity,  yea,  into  a  perfeft 
union  with  himfelf;  to  inhabit  our  frail  and  mortal 
nature,  to  undergo  the  laws  and  conditions  of  hu- 
manity, to  appear  in  our  (l.ape,  and  converfe,  as  it 
were,  upon  equal  terms  with  us,  and  at  laft  to  tafte 
the  bitter  cup  of  a  moft  painful  and  difgraceful  death 
for  us. 

Yea,  to  bim  who  not  only  defcended  from  his  im- 
perial throne,  became  a  fubjeft,  and  (which  is  more) 
a  fervant  for  our  fake;  but  defigned  thereby  to  exalt 
us  to  a  participation  of  his  royal  dignity^  his  di« 
vine  n^tur?,  his  eternal  glory  and  blifs  s  fubmitting 
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crowns  and  fceptres  to  our  choice  ;  crowris  that  can-  s  e  r  m, 
not  fade,  and  fceptres  that  can  never  be  extorted    xvi. 
from  us. 

Farther  yet,  Ti?  himy  the  excellent  quality,  the  no- 
ble end,  the  moft  obliging  manner  of  whofe  benefi- 
cence doth  furpafs  the  matter  thereof,  and  hugely 
augment  the  benefits ;  who,  not  compelled  by  any 
neceffity,  not  obliged  by  any  law,  (or  previous  com- 
padt)  not  induced  by  any  extrinfic  arguments,  not 
inclined  by  our  merits,  not  wearied  with  our  impor- 
tunities, not  inftigated  b^  troublefomc  paffions  of 
pity,  Ihame,  or  fear,  (as  we  are  wont  to  be,)  not 
flattered  with  promifes  of  recompence,  nor  bribed 
with  expeftation  of  emolument,  thence  to  accrue 
unto  himfelf ;  but  being  abfolute  matter  of  his  own 
aftions,  only  both  lawgiver  and  counfellor  to  him- 
felf, all-fufficient,  and  incapable  of  admitting  any 
acxcffion  to  his  perfect  blifsfulnefs ;  moft  willingly 
and  freely,  out  of  pure  bounty  and  good- will,  is  our 
Friend  and  Bencfedbor ;  preventing  not  only  our  dc- 
iires,  but  our  knowledge  -,  furpaflSng  not  our  deferts 
only,  but  our  wifhes,  yea,  even  our  conceits,  in  the 
difpenfation  of  his  ineftimable  and  unrequitable  be- 
nefits ;  having  no  other  drift  in  the  collation  of 
them,  befide  our  real  good  and  welfare,  our  profit 
and  advantage,  our  pleafure  and  content. 

To  him  who  not  lately  began,  or  fuddenly  will 
ccafe,  that  is  either  uncertain  or  mutable  in  his  in- 
tentions, but  from  everlailing  defigned,  continues 
daily,  and  will  (if  we  fuffer  him)  to  all  eternity  per- 
fevere  unmoveabie  in  his  refolutions  to  do  us  good. 

To  him  whom  no  ingratitude,  no  undutiful  car* 
riagc,  no  rebellious  difobedience  of  ours,  could  for 
one  minute  wholly  remove,  or  divert  from  his  fteady 
purpofe  of  caring  for  us:  who  regards  us,  though 
we  do  not  attend  to  him  ;  procures  our  welfare, 
though  we  negleft  his  concernments;  employs  his 
reftlefs  thought,  extends  his  watchful  eye,  exerts  his 
powerful  arm,  is  always  mindful,  and  always  bufy  to 
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s  E  R  M.  do  us  good ;  watching  over  us  when  we  fleep,  and 
XVI.    remembering  us  when  we  forget  ourfelvcs:  in  whom 

■  yet  'tis  infinite  condefcenfion  to  think  of  us,  who 

are  placed  fo  far  beneath  his  thoughts  ;  to  value  us, 
who  are  but  duft  and  dirt ;  not  to  defpife  and  hate 
us,  who  are  really  fo  defpicable  and  unworthy.     For 

Vi.trixui,  though  he  dwelleth  on  high,  faith  the  Pfalmift  truly 

^'  and   emphatically,  he  humbUth  himfelf  to  behold  the 

things  that  are  done  in  heaven  and  earth. 

fo  him  that  is  as  merciful  and  gracious,  as  liberal 
and  munificent  toward  u5;  that  not  only  bcftows  on 
us  more  gifts,  but  pardons  us  more  debts,  and  for- 
gives us  more  fins,  than  we  live  minutes  ;  that  with 
infinite  patience  endures,  not  only  our  manifold  in- 
firmities and  impeifedtions,  but  our  petulant  follies, 
our  obftinate  perverfeneffes,  our  treacherous  infi- 
delities ;  overlooks  our  carelefs  negleAs  and  our  wil- 
ful mifcarriages  ;  puts  up  the  exceedingly  many  out- 
rageous affronts,  injuries,  and  contumelies  continu- 
ally offered  to  his  lupreme  Majefty  by  us  bafe  worms, 
whom  he  hath  always  under  his  feet,  and  can  crafli 
to  nothing  at  his  pleafure. 

am.  i.  5.  ^0  him  yet,  who,  as  St,  James  faith,  gvveth  freely^ 
and  upbraideth  no  man  ;  who  calls  us  neither  very  fi^ 
quently  nor  over  flriftly  to  accounts  ;  who  exads  of 
us  no  impofTible,  no  very  difficult,  no  greatly-bur- 
denfome  or  coftly  returns ;  being  fatisfied  with  the 
cheerful  acceptance  of  his  favours,  the  hearty  ac- 
knowledgments of  his  goodnefs,  the  fincere  perform- 
ance of  fuch  duties,  to  which  our  own  welfare,  com- 
fort, and  advantage  (rightly  apprehended)  would 
otberwife  abundantly  difpofe  us. 

To  hiMj  laftly,  whofe  benefits  to  acknowledge  is 
the  greatefl  benefit  of  all ;  to  be  enabled  to  thank 
whom  deferves  our  greateft  thanks ;  to  be  fcnfiblc 
pf  whofe  beneficence,  to  meditate  on  whofe  good- 
nefs, to  admire  whofe  excellency,  to  celebrate  whofe 
praife,  is  heaven  itfelf  and  paradile,  the  life  of  angels, 
the  quinteflencc  of  joy,  the  fupreme  degree  of  felicity. 

In 
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In  a  word.  To  bim  whofe  benefits  are  immenfely  s  e  r  m. 
great,  innumerably  many,  unexpreffibly  gocxl  and    xvi. 
precious.     For,  fVho  can  utter  the  mighty  alls  of  the  - 


Lord?  who  can  fhew forth  all  his  praife?  faid  he,  who  w.  en. «. 
had  employed  often  his  moft  aftive  thoughts  and  his 
utmoft  endeavours  thereupon,  and  was  incomparably 
better  able  to  do  it. 

To  this  God,  to  this  great,  to  this  only  Benefaftor 
of  ours,  we  owe  this  moft  natural  and  eafy,  this  moft 
juft  and  equal,  this  moft  fweet  and  pleafant  duty  of 
giving  thanks.  To  whom  if  we  wilfully  refufe,  if  we 
carelelsly  negleft  to  pay  it,  I  (hall  only  fay  thus 
much,  that  we  are  not  only  monftroufly  ingrateful, 
and  horribly  wicked ;  but  abominably  foohfh,  and 
deplorably  miferable.  I  (hall  repeat  this  fentence 
once  again,  and  wi(h  it  may  have  its  due  efFeft  uf)on 
us :  To  this  great,  to  this  only  Patron  and  Benefactor 
of  ours,  if  we  do  not  in  fome  meafure  difcharge  our 
due  debt  of  gratitude  for  his  ineftimable  benefits  and 
mercies,  we  are  to  be  adjudged  not  only  moft  prodi- 
gioufly  unthankful,  moft  deteftably  impious,  but 
moft  wofuUy  ftupid  alfo  and  fenfelefs,  moft  defpc- 
rately  wretched  and  unhappy. 

I  ftiould  now  proceed  to  confider  the  circumftance 
of  time  determined  in  the  word  always ;  and  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  the  matter,  implied  in  thofc  words, /(?r  all 
things :  and  then  to  fubjoin  fome  farther  induce- 
ments or  arguments  perfuafive  to  the  praftice  of  this 
duty.  But  the  time  (and,  I  fear,  your  patience) 
failing,  I  fliall  referve  them  to  fome  other  opportu- 
nity. 


SERMON 
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SERMON    XVn. 

Of  the  Duty  of  Thankfgiving. 


EpHES;  V.  20. 

Giving  ibanks  always  for  all  things  unto  God. 

HAVING  formerly  difcourfed  upon  thefe  words^s  e  r  M- 
I  obferved  in  them  four  particulars  confidcr-  xvii. 
able  :  i.  The  fubftance  of  a  duty,  to  which  we  are 
exhorted,  to  give  thanks }  2.  The  term  unto  which 
>it  is  direded,  to  God;  3,  The  circumftance  of  time 
determined  in  that  word  always ;  4.  The  extent  of 
the  matter  about  which  the  duty  is  employed, /(?r 
all  things.  Concerning  the  two  former  particulars, 
wherein  the  duty  confifted,  and  wherefore  efpecially 
related  unto  God,  I  then  reprefented  what  did  occur 
to  my  meditation. 

III.  I  proceed  now  to  the  third,  the  circumftance 
of  time  allotted  to  the  performance  of  this  duty, 
expreffed  by  that  univerfal  and  unlimited  term, 
always. 

Which  yet  is  not  fo  to  be  underftood,  as  if  there- 
by  we  were  obliged  in  every  inftant  (or  Angular 
point  of  time)  adtually  to  remember,  to  confider,  to 
be  affefted  with,  and  to  acknowledge  the  divine  be- 
nefits :  for  the  deliberate  operations  of  our  minds  be- 
ing 
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s  E  R  Mring  fometimes  wholly  interrupted  by  fleep,  other- 
XVII.   while  preoccupied  by  the  indifpenfable  care  of  ferv- 

— ^ ing  our  natural  neceffities,  and  with  attendance  upon 

other  reafonable  employments,  it  were  impoffible  to 
comply  with  an  obligation  to  the  performance  of  this 
duty  fo  interpreted.  And  thofe  maxims  of  law,  /«- 
pqffibilium  nulla  eft  obligation  and,  ^a  rerum  natura 
prohihentur^  nulla  lege  confirmatafunt^  (that  is.  No  law 
or  precept  can  oblige  to  impojjibilities^)  being  evidently 
grounded  upon  natural  equity,  feem  yet  more  valid, 
in  relation  to  his  laws,  who  is  the  Judge  of  all  the 
world,  and  in  his  difpcnfations  moft  tranfcendently 
jufl  and  equal. 

We  may  therefore  obferve,  that  the  Hebrews  are 
wont  (in  way  of  fynecdoche,  or  grammatical  hyper- 
hole)  fo  to  ufe  words  of  this  kind,  that  their  univej- 
fal  importance  ought  to  be  reftrained  by  the  quality 
or  circumftances  of  the  matter  about  which  they 
Matt.x.ai.converfe.  As  when  our  Saviour  faith,  Te  Jball  be 
hated' cf  all  men  for  my  Jake  y  All  is  not  to  be  taken 
for  ever}'  iGngular  perfon,  (fincc  there  were  fomc  that 
loved  our  Saviour,  and  embraced  the  evangelical 
dodtrinc,)  but  for  many,  or  the  moft.  And  when 
Pf.  x\v.  I.  David  faith,  There  is  none  that  doeth  good ;  he  fcemcth 
only  to  mean,  that  in  the  general  corruption  of  his 
times  there  were  few  righteous  perfons  to  be  found. 
And  iofor  ever  is  often  ufed,  not  for  a  perpetual  and 
endlefs,  but  for  a  long  and  lafting  duration  ;  and  al- 
ways,  not  for  a  continual,  unintcrmitted,  ftate  of 
being,  or  adlion,  but  for  fuch  a  perfeverancc  as 
agrees  to  the  condition  of  the  thing  to  which  it  is 
applied. 
Exod.  'Tis,  for  inftance,  prefcribed  in  Exodus,  that  Aa- 

xxviii.  30.  ron  fhould  bear  the  judgment  of  the  children  of  Ijrael 
(the  Urim  and  Thummim)  upon  his  heart  before  the 
Lord  continually^  that  is,  (not  in  abfolute  andf  rigor- 
ous acceptation  continually,  but)  conftantly  ever 
when  he  went  into  the  holy  place  to  difcharge  the 
pontifical  fundion,  as  the  context  declares.    And 
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our  Saviour  in  the  Gofpel  faith  of  himfelf,  'Eyw  Wv-  s  e  r  m. 
TOTi  lA'Jaga,  /  always  taught  in  the  temple  \  that  is,    xvii. 

very  often,  and  ever  when  fit  occafion  was  prefented 

And  the  Apoftles,  immediately  after  Chrift's  afcen-Jo^Q»vni, 
lion,  ?c-ai»  iictttcLyrl^  |p  tw  »if«,  were^  as  St.  Luke  tells  ^ujce  xxiv. 
us,  continually  in  the  temple,  praijifig  and  hlejfing  God  ;53- 
that  is,  they  reforted  thither  conftantly  at  the  ufual 
times  or  canonical  hours  of  prayer.     In  like  manner 
thofe  injunAions  (of  neareft  affinity)  of  rejoicings  of » '^«^-  J- 
giving  thanks  always^  and  particularly  of  praying  with-  Eph?vi!i8. 
out  ceafing^  (as  I  have  (hewn  more  largely  in  another  ^"^«*^'^"- 
difcourfe)  are  to  be  taken  in  a  fenfe   fo  qualified) 
that  the  obfervancc  of  them  may  be  at  lead  morally 
poffible. 

Thus  far  warrantably  we  may  limit  the  extenfion 
^nd  mollify  the  rigour  of  this  feemingly  boundlefs 
term  :  but  we  can  hardly  allow  any  farther  reftric- 
tion,  without  deftroying  the  natural  fignification,  or 
diminilhing  the  due  emphafis  thereof.  As  far  there- 
fore as  it  is  poffible  for  us,  we  muft  endeavour*always 
to  perform  this  duty  of  gratitude  to  Almighty  God : 
and  confequently, 

I.  Hereby  is  required  a  fi-equent  peiformance 
thereof;  that  we  do  often  aAually  meditate  upon, 
be  fenfible  of,  confefs  and  celebrate  the  divine  bene- 
ficence. For  what  is  done  but-feldom  or  never,  (as 
we  commonly  fay)  cannot  be  underftood  done  al- 
ways^  without  a  catacbrefis^  or  abufe  of  words  too 
enormous.  As  therefore  no  moment  of  our  life 
wants  fufficient  matter,  and  every  confiderable  por- 
tion of  time  nlinifters  notable  occafion  of  bleffing 
God ;  as  he  allows  himfelf  no  fpacious  intervals  or 
difcontinuances  of  doing  us  good  :  fo  ought  we  not 
to  fuffcr  any  of  thofe  many  days  (vouchfafed  by  his 
goodnefs)  to  flow  befide  us,  void  of  the  fignal  ex- 
prcffions  of  our  dutiful  thankfulnefs  to  him  ;  nor  to 
admit  in  our  courfe  of  life  any  long  vacations  from 
this  duty.  If  God  inccflantly,  and  through  every 
minute,  dcmonftrates  himfelf  gracious  u;ito  us  \  we 

ia 
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s  E  R  M.  in  all  reafon'are  obliged  frequently  and  daily  to  dc* 
XVII.   clare  ourfelvcs.^teml  unto  him. 

rr-r .  So  at  Icaft  did  David  (that  moft  eminent  example 

in  this  kind,  and  therefore  moft  appofite  to  iUcflratc 
pur  dodrine,  and  to  enforce  the  pradice  thereof); 
pf.  cadv.fu  for,  ^ery  day^  feith  he,  /  ivill  blefs  thee ;  I  will  praife 
thy  name  for  ever  and  ever.  Every  day.    The  heavenly 
bodies  did  not; more  conftantly  obferve  their  courfe, 
than  he  his  diurnal  revolutions  of  praife  :  every  day 
in  his  calendar  was  as  it  were  feftival,  and  confc- 
crated  to  thanksgiving.     Neither  did  he  adjudge  it 
*  fufficient  to  devote  fome  fmall  parcels  of  each  day  to 
pf.  XXXV.    this  feryice ;  for,  My  tongue^  faith  hit^  fball fpeak  of  thy 
**•  rigbteoufnefs  and  of  tby  praife  all  the  day  long  :  and 

Pf.ixxi.  8.  again,  My  mouth  fbaU fhew  forth  thy  rigbteoufnefs  and 
^s-H*  thy  falvation  all  the  day ^  for  I  know  not  the  numbem 
thereof.  The  benefits  of  God  he  apprehended  {o 
great  and  numerous,  that  no  definite  fpace  of  time 
would  ferve  to  confider  and  commemorate  thenii 
He  refolves  therefore  otherwhere  to  beftow  his  whole 
Pf.cxivi.  a.  life  upon  that  employment:  While  I  live  I  ivill  praife 
xxiii^  I.  ^^^  ^^^ '  ^  tJoillfing  praifes  unto  my  God  while  I  have 
Uxi.  i.  4my  being :  and,  /  will  blefs  the  Lord  at  all  times ;  bis 
praife  fhall  continually  be  in  my  month.  No  man  can 
realbnably  pretend  greater  impediments,  or  oftcner 
avocations  from  the  pnuftice  of  this  duty,  than  he, 
upon  whom  the  burden  of  a  royal  eftate,  and  the 
care  of  governing  a  populous  nation,  were  incam- 
bent :  yet  could  not  they  thruft  out  of  his  memory, 
nor  extinguifh  in  his  heart,  the  lively  fenfe  of  divine 
goodnefs ;  which  (notwithftanding  the  company  of 
other  fecular  encumbrances)  w»  always  prefent  to 
his  mind,  and,  like  a  fpirit,  (excluded  from  no  place 
by  any  corporeal  refiftance)  did  mingle  with  and  pe- 
netrate all  his  thoughts,  and  aifeftions,  and  aftions. 
So  that  he  feems  to  have  approached  very  near  io 
the  complete  performance  of  this  duty,  according  to 
the  extremity  of  a  literal  interpretation,  and  to  bive 
been  always,  without  any  intermiffion,  employed  in 
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giving  thanks  to  God.  The  confideration,  methinks,  9  e  r  m« 
of  fo  noble  a  pattern,  adjoined  to  the  evident  reafon-   xvii, 
ablencfs  of  the  duty,  iliould  engage  us  to  the  frequeat      ■  ■    .■ 
praftice  thereof^. 

But  if  the  confideration  of  this  excellent  example 
do  not,  yet  certainly  that  may  botkprovoke  us  to  emu- 
lation, and  confound  us  with  (bame,  of  £pi6ketus,  a 
heathen  man,  whole  words  to  this  purpofe  feem  very 
remarkable  :  £l  yi^  yi¥  tlx'^fxiv,  faith  he  in  Arrian'stib.r.  cap. 
Dlliert.  JbOiO  ti  Ha  tijuac  vonTp^  xa,)x9ivt,xa)  lit»f  ti  Juvny  ro  '^* 

C}i»7t%ilA^f  xai  dfivW^j  xoi   iw^ioila^  oUnif  roi^  ujui^of  top  tU 

7oy  Qiiy  ;  Miyai  i  0ioc,  &c.  that  is  in  pur  l^nguage^ 
If  we  Mftderftood  ourf elves ^  what  other  thing  Jhould  we 
doy  either  pubHtly  or  privately ^  than  fing  hymns  to^  and 
fpeak  welt  of  Godj  and  pa  form  thanks  unto  him  ?  Ought 
we  not,  when  we  were  diggings  or  ploughing^  or  fating^  to 
frig  a  (ftiitablc)  hymn  to  him  ^?  Great  is  God^  in  that  he 
hath  bejlowed  on  us  thofe  infiruments  wherewith  we  till 
the  ground:  Great  is  Gody  hecaufe  he  bath  given  us 
hands  J  a  throaty  a  belly  ^  that  we  grow  infenjiblyy  that 
P^ij^  we  breathe.  Thus  (proceeds  [\c)fbould  we  upon 
^eiy  occurrence  celebrate  God^  and  fuperadd  of  all  the 
mcft  excellent  and  m^  divine  hymny  for  that  he  hath 
given  us  the  fatuity  of  apprehending  and  lifing  thefe 
things  orderly.  Wher^ore  fince  mofl  men  are  blmd  and 
igfnrant  of  this  ^  Jhould  there  not  be  fome  one,  who  Jhould 
difcharge  this  office^  and  who  Jhould  for  the  rejl  utter  this 
hymn  to  God  ?  Afid  what  can  /,  a  lame  (and  decrepit) 
old  man  do  elfe^  than  celebrate  God  ?  IVere  I  indeed  a 
nightingale^  I  would  do  what  belongs  to  a  nightingale  *y  if  a 
fwany  what  becomes  afwan  :  but  fince  now  I  am  endued 

i^f(i»o(,  roamvkuuq  f»»p«M»^  rhf  Sioy*  rUa  at  i;^oi^fr  dmfioyiap  n 

ice.  Cbryf.  torn.  v.  p.76. 

*  lleipla  To»n/f  i"  iS»of  iop*njf  ay^flii,  '^utlri  <&a>?o0i»  va^tTpai  rht  0*of  , 

^nvtifffdhMf  yivfySfAtf  at»«»!ff»  oA^pir  VfjLf^t;,  Kara  Tr»  a?^x*  tPoX«7f/et» 

iHi^^tft  4M«rpif</4fOa.    Ckm,  AUx,  Strom,  via.  p.  5 1 7. 

with 
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«  E  R  M.with  reafoHy  I  ought  to  praife  God.     This  is  my  duty  and 
XVI I .   concernment  y  and  Jo  I  do  \  neither  tvill  I  defert  this  em^ 

'^ ' — p/oynjenty  tvhile  it  is  in  my  power  :  and  to  the  fame  Jong 

I  exhort  you  all.  Thus  that  worthy  philofopber,  not 
inftruding  us  only,  and  exhorting  with  pathetical 
difcourfe,  but  by  his  praftice  inciting  us  to  be  con- 
tinually expreffing  our  gratitude  to  God. 

And  although  neither  the  admonition  of  prophets, 
nor  precepts  of  philofophers,  nor  the  examples  of 
both,  (hould  prevail ;  yet  the  precedents,  methinks, 
of  dumb  and  lenfelefs  creatures  (hould  animate  us 
thereto  ;  which  never  ccafe  to  obey  the  law  impofed 
on  them  by  their  Maker,  and  without  intcrmiffion 

Pfai.  xix.   glorify  him.     For,  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  (^ 

''  *'  ^'  Gody  and  the  firmament  Jheweth  his  bandy -work.  Day 
unto  day  uttereth  fpeech^  and  night  unto  night  Jheweth 
knowledge.  There  is  nofpeech  nor  language y  where  their 
voice  is  not  heard.  It  is  St.Chryfoftom's  argumentation. 

In  Pr.cxllv.  Kat  yoifi  al<rp^«v  av  t^mj  laith  he,  rly  Aoyixo»  ctjf^A^ncov^  xai 
rZv  optcfjiivav  drrccvruv  TifM(at€^ovyi\otT\ovrr\^  KTicrtuq  psPHvxaroi 
rov  rrfc  fu^T}/tAiac  Xiyov'  hk  atlcy^^ov  S\  /caovov,  aXAa  xat  arcTrotr, 
&c.  //  were  an  ugly  things  that  man^  endued  with  reafon^ 
a  fid  the  mofi  honourable  of  all  things  vifible^Jhrnld  in  ren-- 
dering  thanks  and  praife  be  exceeded  by  other  creatures : 
neither  is  it  only  bafe,  but  abfurd.  For  how  can  it  be 
otherwife^fince  other  creatures  every  day  and  every  hour 
fend  up  a  doxology  to  their  Lord  and  Maker  ?  For^ 
The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God,  &c. 

If  the  bufy  heavens  are  always  at  leifure,  and  the 
ftupid  earth  is  perpetually  adiveinmanifefting  the  wif- 
dom,power,andgoodnefs  of  their  Creator;  how  (hame- 
ful  is  it,  that  we  (the  flower  of  his  creation,  the  moft 
obliged,  and  moft  capable  of  doing  it,)  (hould  com- 
monly be  either  too  bufy,  or  too  idle  to  do  it  j  (hould 
fcldom  or  never  be  difpofed  to  contribute  our  en- 
deavours to  the  advancement  of  his  glory  ?  But, 

2.  Giving  thanks  always  may  import  our  appoint- 
ing,  and   pundually   obferving,   certain  convenient 
times  of  performing  this  duty  j  that  is,  of  ferlous  medi- 
tation 
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tation  upon,  and  afFedionate  acknowledgment  of  the  s  e  r  m. 
divine  bounty.     We  know  that  all  perlons,  who  de-    xvii. 
fign  with  advantage  to  profecute  an  orderly  courfe  ■ 

of  aftion,  and  would  not  lead  a  tumultuary  life,  are 
wont  to  diftinguiih  their  portions  of  time,  afligning 
feme  to  the  neceflary  refeftions  of  their  body,  others 
to  the  divertifement  of  their  minds,  and  a  great  part 
to  the  difpatch  of  their  ordinary  bulinefs  :  otherwife 
(like  St.  ^:imt%\  double-minded  man)  they  would  be  Jam.  i.?. 
unjiable  in  all  their  ways  ;  they  would  ever  fluduate 
in  their  refolutions,  and  be  uncertain  when,  and  how, 
and  to  what  •they  fliould  apply  themfelves.  And  fo, 
this  main  concernment  of  ours,  this  mod  excellent 
part  of  our  duty,  if  we  do  not  depute  fome  vacant 
fcafons  for  it,  and  obferve  fome  periodical  recourfes 
thereof,  we  fhall  be  tempted  often  to  omit  it ;  we 
Ihall  be  liftlefs  to  do  it,  apt  to  defer  it,  and  eafily 
diverted  from  it  by  the  encroachments  of  other  lefs- 
behoving  affairs. 

The  Jews,  to  prefervc  them  in  the  conftant  exercife 
of  this  duty,  had  inflitutcd  by  God  a  facrifice  called 
TDD  (jugis)  rendered  by  the  Greek  tranilators  n  J»a-Dan.viii. 
TfOLyjoq  ^McloL^  the  continual  facrifice  \  to  which  the  di- "' 
vine  author  of  the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  feems  to 
allude,  when  in  thefe  words  he  exhorts  :  A*'  auVS  «> 

dvoL^ioufxBu  B'vcixv  amcsio;  JiATravru?  tw  0fw'  By  him  there- ^^^'^'^'^i' 
fore  let  US  offer  the  facrifice  ofpraife  to  God  continually  ^  (or  '^* 
the  continual  facrifice  of  praife)  the  fruit  of  our  lips^ 
giving  thanks  to  his  name.  As  that  facrifice  therefore, 
being  offered  conftantly  at  a  fet  time,  was  thence  de- 
nommated  continual  y  fo  perhaps  may  we,  by  con- 
ftantly obferving  fome  fit  returns  of  praife  and 
thankfgiving,  be  laid  always  to  give  thanks. 

In  determining  thefeafons  and  proportions  of  which, 
what  other  rule  or  ftandard  can  we  better  conform 
to,  than  that  of  the  royal  Prophet :  I  (hall  not  urge 
his  example  fo  much  ;  (according  to  which  wefhould 
be  obliged  to  a  greater  frequency;)  for,  ^even  //WjPf.cxif.54. 
a  dayy  uith  he,  do  I  praife  thee^  bccaufe  of  thy  righteous 
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s  ^KM. judgments  :   but  rather  alled^e  his  general  dircftiott 
XVII.  and  opinion,  propofed  to  us  in  thofe  words  of  his  ; 

■  //  is  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  and  to 

vi,^cyu\yz.jittgpraifes  unto  thy  name^  O  thou  Mojl  High  ;  tojhew 
^'^*  *^*      forth  thy  loving-kindnefs  every  mornings  and  thy  faithful^ 
nefs  every  night.     It  is  a  good  thing  ;  that  is,  a  feemly, 
a  convenient,  a  commendable,  a  due  performance: 
every  morning  ;    that  is,  when  our  fpirits,  being  re- 
created with  flcep,  are  become  more  vigorous,  our 
memories  more  fre(h,  our  fancies  more  quick  and 
adive  :  to  /hew  forth  thy  loving-kindnefs  y  that  is,  from 
a  hearty  fenfe  of  our  obligation,  to  acknowledge  the 
free  bounty  of  him,  who,  in  purfuance  of  his  former 
kindnefs,  hath  been  pleafed  to  accumulate  new  fa- 
vours on  us :  to  guard  us  by  his  watchful  care,  when 
we  were  buried,  as  it  were,  in  a  fenfelefs  ignorance, 
and  total  negledt  of  our  own  welfare;  toraife  us  from 
that  temporary  death,  and  to  confer  a  new  life  upon 
us,  reftoring  us  to  our  health,  to  our  means  of  fub- 
fiftence,  to  all  the  neceffary  fupports,  and  the  defir- 
able  comforts  of  life  :  every  night  alfo  ;  that  is,  when 
our  fpirits  are  exhaufted  with  aftion,  and  our  minds 
tired  with  thoughtfulnefs ;  when  we  are  become  wear}', 
not  of  doing  only,  but  almoft  of  being ;  we  Ihould 
conclude   our  toils,  and  wrap  up  our  cares  in  the 
fweet  fenfe  and  grateful  memory  of  his  goodnefs,  who 
hath  protedled  us  fo  many  hours  from  the  manifold 
dangers,  and  more  fins,  to  which,  by  our  weaknefs,and 
our  folly,  and  our  bad  inclinations,  we  are  through 
every  minute  expofed  ;  and  withal  hath  provided  us 
fo  eafy  and  fo  delightful  a  means  of  recovering  our 
fpent  aftivity,  of  repairing  our  decayed  ftrength. 

Thus  if  we  conftantly  begin^and  thus  clofe  up,  thus 
bound  and  circumfcribe  our  days,  dedicating  thofe 
moft  remarkable  periods  of  time  to  blefling  God, 
pi.  Uv.  8.  and  making  (as  the  Pfalmifl:  fpeaks)  the  outgoings  of  the 
morning  and  evening  to  rejoice  in  him  ;  (fincc  beginning 
and  ending  do  in  a  manner  comprehend  the  whole; 
and  the  morning  and  evening,  in  Mofes's  compu- 
tation 
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tation  and  ftyle,  do  conftitute  a  day  ;)  we  may  (nots  e  r  m. 
incongruoufly)  be  fuppofed  and  faid  to  gvve  thanks  xvii. 
always.     But  yet  farther,  this  may  import,  ■ 

3.  A  vigilant  attendance  upon  this  duty,  fuch  as 
men  beftow  on  their  employments,  whereof  though 
the  aftual  profecution  ceales,  yet  the  defign  con- 
tinually proceeds.     As  we  fay,  fuch  a  one  is  writing 
a  book,  building  a  houfe,  occupying  a  piece  of  land, 
though  he  be  at  that  prefent  peradventure  lleeping, 
or  eating,  or  fatisfying  ibme  other  defire ;   becaule 
his  defign  never  lleeps,  and  his  purpbfe  perfifts  un- 
interrupted. And  thus,  it  fecms,  we  are  to  underftand 
our  Saviour  and  the  Apoftles,  when  they  exhort  us 
TSTf o(rxafT£f£7k,  to  continue  injlant  in  prayer  and  thankfgiv -Tiom.  xU. 
ing  '^  and  xy^MTrviiv  h  zjoicr^  zrjocrxafTfjtjVfi,  tO  ZVatch  zvith^^'      .    - 
a//  perfeverance  y  and  ycnyoftri/,  to  %vake  in  thankfgJv'CoUw.j. 
ing  ;  and  ixn  -sroLxnc^Ai^  not  to  give  over  .giving  thanks  'fJrheff'v" 
and,  to  perform  thefe  duties  uSixXuTrloogy  incejfantly,  ori;.     *  ' 
without  giving  off-,  (Mri  Jxxaxfn/,  not  to  grozv  worfe^  faint ^Y^^^'''^^^' 
ox  fault  er :  (which  is,  in  that  place,  made  equivalent 
to,  explicatory  of  doing  duty  always.)     Which  cx- 
preffions  denote  a  mod  diligent  attendance  on  thefe 
duties  ;  that  we  make  them  not  a  uoc^Boyovj  a  diver- 
lion  or  by-bufinefs  of  our  lives,  allowing  only  a  per- 
fundtory  and  defultorious  endeavour  on  them  ;  but 
efteem  them  a  weighty  bufinefs,  to  be  purfued  with 
fteadfaft  refolution,  and  unwearied  induftry. 

As  our  beings  and  powers  did  proceed  from  the 
goodnefs,  fo  the  relults  of  them  naturally  tend  to  the 
glory  of  God  ;  and  the  deliberations  of  our  will 
ought  to  confpire  with  the  inftinfts  of  our  nature  ; 
it  (hould  be  the  principal  defign  which  our  intention 
(hould  aim  at,  and  our  endeavour  always  drive  on,  to 
glorify  our  Maker.  Which  doing,  we  may  be  re- 
puted to  difchargc  this  duty,  and  in  fome  fcnfe  faid 
atzvays  to  give  thanks.  But  farther, 

4.*  This  term  '\alzvays\  doth  neceflarily  imply  a 
ready  difpofition,  or  habitual  inclination  to  give 
thanks,  ever  permanent  in  us  :  that  our  hearts^  as 

D  d  2  David's 
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s  E  R  M.  David's  was,  be  ^Juxed  always  (that  is,  fittingly  pre* 
XVII.    pared,  and  fteadily  refolved)  to  thank  ^ndpraifeGodi 

that  our  affections  be  like  tinder,  though  not  always 

pf.cviii.  I.  inflamed,  yet  eafily  inflammable  by  the  fenfeofhis 

goodnefs. 
Pf.  xxxvii.       'Tis  faid  of  the  righteous  man,  that  he  is  ever  mer- 
'-'''  ciful^  andlendeth :  not  for  that  he  doth  ever  adlually  dif- 

penle  alms,  or  furnifh  his  poor  neighbour  with  fup- 
plies  :  but  bccaufe  his  mind  is  ever  inclinable  to  do 
it,  when  need  requires.  So  a  grateful  man  doth  al- 
ways  give  thanks^  by  being  difpofed  to  do  it  upon  all 
fit  occafions.  'Tis  the  habit  that  qualifies  and  deno- 
.  minates  a  man  fuch  or  fuch  in  any  kind  or  degree'of 
morality.  A  good  man  is  in  Scripture  frequently  com- 
pared to  ^  tree  bringing  forth  fruit  in  due  feafon\  and  the 
root  thereof  is  this  habitual  difpofition,  which  being 
nourillied  by  the  dew  of  heaven,  and  quickened  by 
the  benign  influence  of  divine  grace,  fprouts  forth 
opportunely,  and  yields  a  plentiful  increafe  of  good 
fruit.  Though  we  cannot  always  fing,  our  organs 
may  be  always  rightly  tuned  for  praife ;  at  lead 
they  (hould  never  be  unfl:rung,  and  wholly  out  of 
kelter. 

We  fliould  maintain  in  ourfelves  a  conftant  good 
temper  of  mind,  that  no  opportunity  furprife,  and 
find  us  unprepared  to  entertain  worthily  the  effeds 
of  divine  favour  ;  otherwife  we  fliall  as  well  lofe  the 
benefit,  as  God  the  thanks  and  glory  due  to  them. 
That  we  be  always  thus  difpofed,  is  not  impoflible, 
and  therefore  requifite.     But  moreover, 

5.  Lafliy,  Giving  thanks  imports,  that  we  readily 
embrace  every  opportunity  of  adually  exprefling  our 
thankfulnefs.  For  fo,  what  in  fome  places  of  Scrip- 
ture is  enjoined  to  be  done  continually^  and  without 
ceafing^  is  ia  others  only  required  to  be  done  upon  all 
opportunities.  Which  Ihews,  that  Ts;LyrS[i  is  to  be 
expounded,  not  fo  much  iy  uavrl  xf ^»'y>  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^ 
fv ^h.  vi.  18.  :;s  «;/ •aravTi  xaifaJ,  in  every  feafon.  So  -crjocrfup^^&^iyei  « 
•srakT*  x;»ifaj  \y  ir^sJ^uaTj,  praying  Upon  every  opportunity 

in 
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ht your  fpirit  :   and,  'AyfUTryaxf  Zy  h  zrotyri  xaijw  J'cojufi/oi^S  E  R  M. 
Be  watchfuly  praying  in  every  feafon.     And  this  Tenfe  xvii. 
feems  probably  to  be  chiefly  intended  by  this  Apoftlc, 
whenever  he  hath  ^as  he  hath  often)  this  expreflion,i^^cxxi. 
TsravToli  rJp^aftrsr;.,  that  we  embrace  every  overture  or^  ' 
fit  occafion  of  giving  thanks. 

'Tis  true,  no  time  is  unfeafonable  to  do  it  :  every 
moment  we  receive  favours,  and  therefore  every  mi- 
nute we  owe  thanks  :  yet  there  are  fome  efpecial  fea- 
fons,  that  do  more  importunately  require  them.  We 
fhould  be  like  thofe  trees,  that  bear  fruit  (more  or 
lefs)  continually  ;  but  then  more  kindly,  and  more 
abundantly,  when  more  powerfully  cherilhed  by  the 
heavenly  warmth. 

When  any  freni,*any  rare,  any  remarkable  benefit 
happens  to  us  ;  when  profperous  fuccefs  attends  our 
honeft  endeavours;  when  unexpected  favours  fall 
as  it  were  of  their  own  accord  into  our  bofoms ; 
(like  the  grain  in  the  golden  age  fpringing  afl-craora 
xal  uyTi^orotj  without  our  care,  or  our  toil,  for  our  ufe 
and  enjoyment ;)  when  we  are  delivered  from  ftraits 
in  our  apprehenfion  inextricable,  furmount  difficlilties 
feeming  infuperable,  efcape  hazards  (as  we  fufpedted) 
inevitable  :  then  is  a  fpecial  feafon  prefented  us  of 
offering  up  the  facrifice  of  praife  to  the  God  of  mercy, 
help,  and  victory. 

When   we   revolve   in   our  minds  (as  we  (hould 
often  do)  the  favourable  paflages  of  providence,  that 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  our  lives  have  befalfen  us  : 
how  in  our*extreme  poverty  and  diftrefs  (when,  per- 
haps no  help  appeared,  and  all  hopes  feemed  to  fail 
us,)  God  hath  raifed  us  up  friends,  who  have  cdm- 
milerated,   comforted,  and   fuccoured  us ;   and  not 
only,  fo,  but  hath  changed  our  forrowful  condition 
into  a  ftate  of  joy;  hath  (to  ufe  the  Pfalmift's  expref- 
fions)  turned  our  mourning  into  dancing ;  hath  put  off'  our pf^j^j^^c,  „. 
fackcloth^  and  girded  us  with  gladnefs  ;  hath  conjidered^^,  xxxi.  7, 
our  trouble^  and  known  our  foul  in  adverfity  ;  hath  fet^- 
our  feet  in  a  large  room^  and  furnifhcd  us  with  plentiful 
D  d  3  means 
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s  E  R  M.  means  of  fubfiftence  :  how  in  the  various  changes, 
XVII.   and  adventures,  and  travels  of  our  life,  upon  fea  and 

■■  land,  at  home  and  abroad,  among  friends,  and  ftran- 

gers,  and  enemies,  he  hath  protefted  us  from  wants 
and  dangers ;  from  devouring  difeafes,  and  the  dif- 
temperatures  of  infedious  air ;  from  the  aflaults  of 
bloody  thieves  and  barbarous  pirates ;  from  the  rage 
of  fire,  and  fury  of  tempeils*;  from  difaftrous  cafual- 
ties ;  from  treacherous  furprifes ;  from  Of>en  mil- 
chiefs,  that  with  a  dreadful  face  approached  and 
threatened  our  deftrudion  :  then  moft  opportunely 
Ihould  we  with  all  thankful  exultation  of  mind  ad- 
mire and  celebrate  our  ftrengih^  and  our  deliverer ;  our 
faithful  refuge  in  trouble ^  and  the  rock  of  our  falvation. 
Alfo  when  the  ordinary  effefts  of  divine  provi- 
dence do  in  any  advantageous  manner  prefent  them- 
felves  to  our  view  ;  when  we  perufe  the  volumes  of 
ftory,  and  therein  obferve  the  various  events  of  hu- 
man aft  ion ;  efpecially  the  feafonable  rewards  of 
virtue,  the  notable  proteftions  and  deliverances  of 
innocence,  and  the  unexpected  pamiftiments  of  ma- 
licious wickednefs  :  then  we  Ihould  with  thankful 
acclamations  celebrate  the  divine  goodnefs  and  juf- 
tice  ;  joining  in  concert  with  that  heavenly  choir, 

Apoc.  xix.  and  faying,  Hallelujah  ;  falvation^  and  glory ^  and  ho- 

^'  -•         noM\  and  power  unto  tke  Lord  our  God :  for  true,  and 
righteous  are  his  judgments. 

Or  when  we  contemplate  the  wonderful  works  of 
nature,  and,  walking  about  at  our  leifure,  gaze  upon 
this  ample  theatre  of  the  world,  conffdering  the 
ftately  beauty,  conftant  order,  and  fumptuous  fur- 
nitbre  thereof;  the  glorious  fplendor  and  uniform 
motion  of  the  heavens  ;  the  pleafant  fertility  of  the 
earth  j  the  curious  figure  and  fragrant  fweetnefs  of 
plants ;  the  exquifite  frame  of  animals  ;  and  all  otlier 
amazing  miracles  of  nature,  wherein  the  glorious  at- 
tributes of  God  (efpecially  his  tranfcendent  good- 
nefs) are  moft  confpicuouily  difplayed ;  (fo  tliat  by 
them  not  only  large  acknowledgments^  but  even  gra- 
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tulatory  hymns,  as  it  were,  of  praife  have  been  ex-  s  e  r  m. 
torted  from  the  mouths  of  Ariftotle,  Pliny,  Galen,   xvii. 

and  fuch  like  men,  never  fufpefted  guilty  of  an  ex • 

ceflive  devotion  ;)  then  (hould  our  hearts  be  affefted 
with  thankful  fenfe,  and  our  lips  break  forth  into  his 
praife. 

Yea,  from  every  objeft  of  fenfe,  from  every  event 
of  providence,  from  every  common  occurrence,  we 
may  extract  fit  matter  of  thankfgiving :  as  did  our 
Saviour,  when,  confidering  the  Itupid  infidelity  of 
thofe  proud  people  of  Chorazin,  Bethfaida,  and  Ca- 
pernaum, (who  were  not  at  all  afFcded  by  his  mira- 
culous works,  nor  moved  to  repentance  by  his  pa- 
thetical  difcourfes,)  and  comparing  it  with  the  pious 
credulity  of  his  meaner  difciples,  he  brake  forth  into 
that  divine  ejaculation  ;  /  thank  ihee^  O  Father^  Lordtwkt  x.zi. 
of  heaven  and  earthy  that  thou  hajl  concealed  thefe  things 
from  the  wife  and  prudent^  and  haji  revealed  them  unto 
babes,  'Ev  ix.itvu  tw  xaifw  XTroycoi^tlg  'Irjcrouf  aTTf,  laith  the 
evangelical  narration  ;  Upon  that  occafton  Jefus  thus 
/pake  :  he  embraced  that  convenient  opportunity  of 
thankfully  acknowledging  God's  wife  and  gracious 
difpenfatioh.  And  frequent  otcafion  is  afforded  us 
daily  (were  our  minds  fuitably  diljpofed)  of  doing  the 
like. 

But  fo  much  concerning  the  time  of  performing 
this  duty. 

IV.  We  proceed  to  the  matter  thereof,  for  all 
things.  St.  Chryfoftom  (in  his  Commentary  upon 
the  145th  Pfalm)  having  enumerated  feveral  parti- 
culars for  which  we  are  bound  to  thank  God  ;  "  Be- 
*^  caufe,*'  (I  recite  his  words  punftually  rendered) 
"  Becaufe,  faith  he,  he  hath  made  us,  who  before 
"  had  no  being,  and  made  us  fuch  as  we  are  ;  be- 
"  caufe  he  upholds  us  being  made,  and  takes  care  of 
*^  us  continually,  both  publicly  and  privately,  fecret- 
"  ly  and  openly,  with  and  without  our  knowledge  ;  . 
"  for  all  vifible  things  created  for  our  fake,  the  mi- 
"  niftry  of  them  afforded  to  us  j  the  conformation 
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s  E  R  M."  of  our  bodies,  the  noblenefs  of  our  fouls  ;  his  daily 
XVII.  "  difpenfations  by   miracles,   by   laws,  by   punifh- 

— -  "  ments ;  his  various  and  incomprehenfible  provi- 
"  dence  ;  for  the  chief  of  all,  that  he  hath  not  fpared 
^'  his  only-begotten  Son  for  our  fake  ;  the  benefits 
"  conferred  on  us  by  baptifm,  and  the  other  holy 
"  myfteries,  (or  facraments  ;)  the  ineffable  good 
*^  things  to  be  beftowed  on  us  hereafter,  the  king- 
"  dom  of  heaven,  the  refurredion,  the  enjoyment  of 
"  perfect  blifs ;''  having,  I  fay,  in  thefe  words  com- 
prifed  the  things  for  which  we  are  obliged  to  thank 
and  praife  God,  he  thus  defpondently  concludes: 

0fv).)  '^  If  any  one  fliall  endeavour  to  recount  parti- 
*'  cularly  every  one  of  thefe  things,  he  will  but 
"  plunge  himlelf  into  an  uncxprefTible  deep  of  benc- 
**  fits,  and  then  perceive  for  how  unexpreffibly  and 
^*  inconceivably  many  good  things  he  flands  engaged 
"  to  God.'*  And  to  the  like  nonplus  doth  the  de- 
vout Pfalmift  fccm  to  be  reduced,  when  he  thus  ex-, 

Pf.  cxxxix.claims,  How  precious  are  thy  thoughts  unto  me^  O  God ! 

'^' V  c  6  ^^^^  S^^^^  ^^  the  fum  of  them  !    If  I  fhould  count  them, 

7.       "'  *  they  are  more  in  number  than  the  f and. 

I  Ihall  not  therefore  confound  myfelf  by  launch- 
ing too  far  into  this  immenfe  ocean,  nor  flrive  mi- 
nutely to  compute  the  incomprehenfible  fum  of  the 
divine  benefits  ;  but  only  obferve,  that  in  grofs,  ac- 
cording to  our  Apoftle's  calculation,  all  things,  which 
however  happen  to  us,  are  ingredients  thereof.  No 
occurrence  (great  or  fmall,  common  or  particular, 
prefent  or  part,  plealant  or  fad,  perpetual  or  tranfi- 
tory)  is  excluded  from  being  the  fubjeft  of  our 
thankfgiving  i  each  one  may  prove  beneficial  to  us ; 
and  we  are  with  a  cheerful  contentednefs  and  a 
grateful  refentment  to  receive  them  all  from  God's 
hand.  But  to  obferve  fome  Httle  diftinftion  :  I  fay, 
I.  We  are  to  give  thanks,  not  only  for  great  and 
notable  benefits,  but  for  the  lead  and  moft  ordinary 
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favours  of  God  :  though  indeed  none  of  God's  fa-  s  e  R  m, 
vours  are   in   themfelves  fmall   and   inconfiderable.    xvii. 
Men  are  wont  to  blefs  themfelves,  if  they  receive  but  1 

a  tranfient  glance  from  a  prince's  eye ;  a  fmile  from 
a  great  peribnage  ;  any  (lender  intimation  of  regard 
from  him  that  is  in  capacity  to  do  them  good.  What 
is  it  then  to  receive  the  leaft  teftimony  of  his  good- 
will, from  whom  alone  every  good  thing  can  be  ex^ 
pefted  ;  upon  whofe  difpoial  ail  happy  Ibccefs  of  our 
wiQies,  our  hopes,  and  our  endeavours  do  entirely 
depend  !  We  repute  him  unjufh,  who  withholds  the 
leaft  part  of  what  is  due  from  the  true  owner :  and 
is  not  he  ungrateful  then,  that  omits  to  render 
thanks  for  the  leaft  of  divine  mercies  ? 

7'bere  is  one  glory  of  the  fun^  another  of  the  moon^  ano- \Cou  xv, 
iher  ofthejiars^  faith  St.  Paul.  Some  works  of  God'^^' 
indeed  excel  in  luftre ;  yet  all  are  glorious,  all  are  to 
be  difcerned,  all  to  be  efteemed  and  thankfully  en- 
tertained by  us.  .The  brightnefs  of  the  one  (hould 
not  wholly  obfcure  the  other ;  if  it  do,  it  argues  the 
weaknefs  of  our  fenfe,  the  dulnefs  of  our  fpiritual  fa- 
culty. For  every  beam  of  light  that  delights  our 
eye,  for  every  breath  of  air  that  cheers  our  fpirits, 
for  every  drop  of  pleafant  liquor  that  cools  our 
thirft,  for  every  minute  of  comfortable  repofe,  for 
every  ftep  we  fafely  take,  for  the  happy  iffue  of  the 
leaft  undertaking,  for  efcaping  the  vengeance  due  to 
an  idle  word  or  a  wanton  thought,  we  owe  a  hymn 
of  praife  to  God.     But, 

2.  We  are  to  render  thanks,  not  only  for  new  and 
prefent  benefits,  but  for  all  we  have  formerly,  all 
that  we  may  hereafter  receive.  We  find  David  not 
only  frequently  acknowledging  the  gracious  dil'penfa- 
tions  of  providence  toward  him  through  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  life,  but  looking  back  in  his  thankful 
devotions  as  far  as  his  very  original  being,  and  praif- 
ing  God  for  favours  conferred  on  him  beyond  his 
memory,  yea  before  his  life.  1  will  praife  thee ^  faith  pf.  cxxiii. 
he,  for  I  am  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made  :  marvel-^^  ^5»  »^« 

lous 
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s  E  R  M.  lous  are  ihy  works^  and  that  my  foul  knoweth  right  zvelL 
XVII.    My  Jubftance  was  not  hid  from  thee^  when  I  was  made 

<■ in  fecrety  and  curicufly  zvr ought  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 

earth.  Thine  eyes  did  fee  my  fuhjlance  yet  being  impei'- 
fed^  and  in  thy  book  all  my  members  were  written^  which 
in  continuance  were  fajhioned^  when  as  yet  there  was 
none  of  them.  And  St.  Paul,  yet  farther  refle<5ling  his 
grateful  confideration,   blefles  God  for  his   favour 

Kph.  i.  3,4.  commenced  before  the  beginning  of  things.  Bleffed^ 
faith  he,  be  God  and  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrijly  who  hath  bleffed  us  with  all  fpiritual  blefjings  in 
heavenly  places  in  Chri/l^  according  as  he  hath  chofen  us 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 

Neitlier  doth  the  memory  only  of  former,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  prefent,  but  rhe  hope  and  forefight 
alio  of  future  bleffings  worthily  claim  our  thanks. 
I  Pet.  i.  3,  For,  laith  St.  Peter,  BleJ]ed  be  God  and  the  Father  oj 
our  Lord  Jefus  ChriJ}^  which,,  according  to  his  abundant 
mercy  ^  hath  begotten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope  bv  the 
refurreSlion  of  J  ejus  Chriji  from  the  dead :  to  an  inherit- 
ance incorruptible  and  undefiled^  referved  in  heaven  for 
you.  Beafts  only,  and  men  not  much  better  than 
they,  are  affefted  with  prefent  good  turns  :  but  men 
of  honeft  and  generous  temper  refent  indifferently 
the  obhgations  of  all  times.  Senfe  doth  not  confine 
their  gratitude,  nor  abfence  remove,  nor  age  wear  it 
out.  What  once  is  done,  is  ever  done  to  them ; 
and  what  of  courtefy  is  purpofed,  leems  to  them 
performed.  But  having  before  difcourfed  fomewhat 
largely  concerning  the  remembrance  of  benefits,  I 
leave  this  point.     Furthermore, 

3.  We  (hould  blcfs  God,  not  only  for  new,  rare, 
extraordinary  accidents  of  providence,  but  for  the 
common  and  daily  benefits  and  indulgences  thereof. 
Thcle  favours  are  ufually  the  greateft  and  moft  va- 
luable in  their  own  nature.  (For  what  can  be  ima- 
gined of  higher  confequence  to  us,  than  the  preferv- 
ation  of  our  lives  and  of  our  eftates,  by  which  they 
are  comfortably  maintained  •,  than  the  continuance 

of 
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of  our  bodies  in  good  health,  and  our  minds  in  their  s  e  r  m. 
right  wits ;  than  the  knowledge  of  heavenly  truth,    xvii. 

the  encouragements  to  virtue  and  piety,  the  affift- . 

ances  of  divine  grace,  and  the  promiies  of  eternal 
blifs  continually  exhibited  to  us<^?)  Shall  the  com- 
monnefs  and  continuance  of  thefe  exceeding  favours, 
that  they  are  not  given  us  once  only,  and  tranfi- 
torily,  but  continued,  (that  is,  given  us  io  often  as 
time  hath  inftants)  and  with  an  uninterrupted  per- 
feverance  renewed  unto  us  •,  (hall  this  abate  and 
enervate  our  gratitude,  which  in  all  reafon  Ihould 
mainly  increafe  and  confirm  it  ?  But  this  point  I 
alfo  touched  before,  and  therefore,  forbearing  to  in- 
fill thereon,  I  proceed. 

4.  We  fhould  give  thanks,  not  only  for  private 
and  particular,  but  for  public  benefits  alfo,  and  for 
fuch  as  befall  others.  /  exhort  therefore^  faith  St.  iTim.ii.i. 
Paul,  before  all  things^  that  fupplications^  prayers^  inter- 
cejfions  and  thankfgivings  be  made  for  all  men  t  not 
prayers  only,  for  good  things  to  be  bellowed  on 
others ;  but  thankfgivings  alfo,  for  the  benefits  re- 
ceived by  others.  (And  iIttej  nctvrm  in  our  text, 
however  otherwife  commonly  interpreted,  may  well 
admit  this  knic  alio ;  and  be  taken  indifferently, 
pro  omnibus i  for  all  perfons^  and  propter  omnia,  for  all 
things.) 

We  are  all  citizens  of  the  world,  and  concerned  in  itsvid.chryf. 
good  conftitution  ;  and  thence  obliged  thankfully  tOQ^^,^^^' 
adore  the  mighty  Upholder  and  wife  Governor  there- 
of, praifing  him  for  all  the  general  benefits  liberally 
poured  forth  upon  mankind.  We  partake  in  the 
commodities  of  civil  fociety ;  and  therefore  (hould 
heartily  thank  him,  by  whofe  gracious  difpofal  order 
is  maintained,  peace  continued,  juftice  adminiftcred. 


^  Qucm  veroaflrorum  ordines,  quern  dicrum  no<5\iumque  vicif- 
fitudines^  qucm  menfium  temperatio,  quemque  ea  quae  nobis  gig- 
nuntur  ad  frucndum  non  gratum  clle  cogant  j  hunc  bominem 
omnino  numerarc  qui  decct  ?  Cic.  de  Leg,  ii, 

plenty 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


^12  The  Duty  of  Thankf giving. 

5  E  R  M.  plenty  provided,  our  lives  made  fafe  and  fvveet  to  us 
XVII.    therein.     We  are  members  of  a  church,  and  highly 

intcrerted  in  the  profperous  eftate  and  well-being 

thereof:  when  unity  therefore  is  preferved,  and  cha- 
rity abounds;  when  knowledge  is  increafed,  and  vir- 
tue encouraged  ;  when  piety  flourilhes,  and  truth 
triumphs  therein  ;  we  are  bound  to  render  all  poflj- 
blc  thanks  to  the  gracious  Beftower  of  thofe  inefti- 
mable  bleflings. 

We  are  much  miftaken  in  our  account,  if  we  ei- 
ther determine  our  own  concernments,  or  meafure 
this  duty,  by  the  narrow  rule  of  our  private  advan- 
tage :  for  fubdufting  either  the  benefits  commonly 
indulged  to  mankind,  or  thofe  which  accrue  from 
the  welfare  of  public  fociety,  what  poflibility  will  re- 
main of  fubfiftence,  of  fafety,  of  content  unto  us? 
what  but  confufion,  want,  violence,  and  difquiet  ? 

As  we  are  concerned  with  our  utmoft  endeavours 
to  promote,  to  wifli  and  pray  for,  to  delight  and  re- 
joice in,  the  public  good  of  mankind,  the  peace  of 
our  country,  the  profperity  of  Sion  ;  fo  we  are  to 
bids  and  thank  him,  by  whofe  gracious  help  and 
furtherance  they  are  attained. 

If  we  confult  all  hiftory,  (facred  and  civil)  we  fhall 
find  it  to  contain  hardly  any  thing  elfe  confiderable, 
but  the  earneft  endeavours  of  good  men  for  public 
benefit,  and  their  thankful  acknowledgments  to  the 
divine  goodnefs  for  it.  Mofes,  David,  Nehemiah, 
St.  Paul,  all  the  Prophets,  and  all  the  Apoftles,  what 
other  things  memorable  did  they  do,,  but  ferve  God 
in  procuring  public  good,  and  blefs  God  for  confer- 
ring it  ? 

Neither  only  as  we  are  combined  with  others  in 
common  interefl:,  but  without  felfilh  refpefts,  purely 
out  of  charity  and  humanity,  and  ingenuous  pity, 
are  we  obliged  to  thank  God  for  the  benefits  he  is 
pleafed  to  impart  to  others.     If  upon  thefe  accounts 

Gal.  vi.  10.  we  are  commanded  to  do  good  to  all  men  ;  to  rejoice 

Mau.'v.^;it7/i?  thofe  that  rejoice  ;  to  love  even  thofe  that  hate  usy 

and 
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Und  ilefs  tbofe  that  curfe  us ;  'tis  (by  fair  confequence)  s  £  R  m. 
furely  intended,  that  we  (hould  alfo  blefs  God  for  xvii. 

the  good  iflue  of  our  honeft  endeavours,  or  of  our • 

good  wifhes  for  them. 

And  verily  could  we  become  endowed  with  this 
excellent  quality  of  delighting  in  others'  good,  and 
heartily  thanking  God  for  it,  we  need  not  to  envy 
the  wealth  and  fplendor  of  the  greateft  princes,  not 
the  wifdom  of  the  profoundeft  dodlors,  not  the  reli- 
gion of  the  devouteft  anchorets,  no,  nor  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  higheft  angels :  for  upon  this  Tuppofition, 
as  the  glory  of  all  is  God's,  fo  the  content  in  all 
would  be  ours.  All  the  fruit  they  can  perceive  of 
their  happy  condition,  of  what  kind  Ibever,  is  to  re- 
joice in  it  themfelves,  and  to  praife  God  for  it :  and 
this  fliould  we  then  do  as  well  as  they.  My  neigii- 
hour's  good  fuccefs  is  mine,  if  I  equally  triumph 
therein  :  his  riches  are  mine,  if  I  delight  to  fee  hiiu 
enjoy  them  :  his  health  is  mine,  if  it  refrclh  my  fpi- 
rits  :  his  virtue  mine,  if  I  by  it  am  bettered,  and 
have  hearty  complacence  therein.  By  this  means  a 
man  derives  a  confluence  of  all  joy  upon  himfelf, 
and  makes  himfelf,  as  it  were,  the  centre  of  all  feli- 
city, enriches  himfelf  with  the  plenty,  and  fatiates 
himfelf  with  the  pleafure,  of  the  whole  world  :  re- 
ferving  to  God  the  praife,  he  enjoys  the  fatisfaftion 
of  all  good  that  happens  to  any. 

Thus  we  fee  IDavid  frequently  thanking  God,  not 
for  his  favour  only  and  mercy  fliewed  particularly  to 
himfelf,  but  for  his  common  munificence  toward  all ; 
for  (to  ufe  his  own  phrafes)  bis goodnefs  to  all^  and  his^-  cxW.  ^. 
tender  mercies  over  alibis  zvorks  -,  for  executing  judgmeut^^^^''''  ^*  ^* 
in  the  behalf  of  the  opprejjed  j  for  feeding  the  hungry  ; 
for  loofening  the  prifoners  ;  for  opening  the  eyes  of  the 
blind  y  for  raifing  them  that  are  bowed  down  ;  for  />rc- 
ferving  the  fir  anger  s^  and  relieving  the  fatbeilefs  and  zvi-  ^^'  ^*^^"* 
dow  ;  for  Iffing  up  the  meek  y  for  loving^  and  caring  I'pct.y.  7. 
/or,  and  def endings  the  righteous ;  for  opening  his  hand^^l^^'J^' 
and  fatisfying  the  defire  of  every  living  thing ;  for  giving  cxiv.  li. 

/^cxlvii.^. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


41 4  21&^  Duty  of  Thank/giving. 

s  E  R  M.  /o  fhe  beajl  his  food^  and  to  the  young  ravens  when  they 
XVII.    cry  unto  him  ;  in  a  word,  for  his  goodnefs  to  every 

-: particular  creature,  not  excluding  the  mod  con- 
temptible nor  the  moft  favage  of  all.  And  how  af- 
feftionately  doth  St.  Paul  every  where  thank  God 
for  the  growth  in  grace  and  fpiritual  wifdom,  for  the 
patience  in  afflidion,  and  perfeverance  in  faith,  of 
'  thofe  good  Chriftians  he  writes  unto  !  So  fliould, 
with  an  unreftrained  exuberance,  both  our  charity 
to  men,  and  our  gratitude  to  God,  abound.  But 
moreover, 

5.  We  are  obliged  to  give  thanks,  not  only  for 
pleafant  and  profperous  occurrences  of  providence, 
but  for  thofe  alfo  which  are  adverfe  to  our  defire, 
and  diftafteful  unto  our  natural  fenfe ;  for  poverty, 
ficknefs,  difgrace  ;  for  all  the  forrows  and  troubles, 
the  difafters  and  difappointments,  that  befal  us.  We 
are  bound  to  pay  thanks,  not  for  our  food  only,  but 
for  our  phyfic  alfo :  (which,  though  ingrateful  to 
our  palate,  is  profitable  for  our  health  :)  we  are 
obliged,  in  the  fchool  of  providence,  not  only  for 
the  good  inftruclions,  but  for  the  leafonable  correc- 
tions alfo  vouchfafed  unto  us,  (whereby,  though  our 
fenfes  are  offended,  our  manners  are  bettered**.) 
Whatever  proceeds  from  good  purpofe,  and  tends  to 
a  happy  end,  that  is  gracioufly  defigncd,  and  effec- 
tually conduces  to  our  good  ;  is  a  fit  fubjeft  of 
thankfgiving:  andfuch  may  all  adverfities  prove  unto 
us.  They  proceed  ufually  from  love  and  kind  in- 
Hcb.  xii.6.tention  toward  us  :  for,  JVhom  God  loveth  he  chafien- 

TLcxSx.-^S'eth^  and  fcourgeth  every  f on  whom  he  receheth  :  and,  / 
knoWy  O  Lordy  faith  David,  that  thy  judgments  are 
rights  and  that  thou  in  faithfuhiefs  haft  afflihedme:  in 
faith/u/nefs^  that  is,  with  a  fincere  intention  of  doing 
me  good. 

•*  Top  $iov  ofjLoitJi  diVfj^i/uv  y^^r,,  kx)  xo^ut^orra,  xeif  drntTa  xoXaurii/;' 
dfjL^Ti^oc.  yup  Ktih^oAau  dfA^ijtpK  dy»^0Tr,T^,  &C.  Cbryfojt.  in 
PJal.  cxlviii. 

God 
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God  thoroughly  knows  our  conftitution,  what  iss  e  r  m. 
noxious  to  our  health,  and  what  may  remedy  our  xvii. 
diftempers  ;  and  therefore  accordingly  dii'pofeth  to  — _— 
us 

■         pro  jucundis  aptiHima  qnaequc  ; 

inftead  of  pleafant  honey,  he  fometimes  prefcribes 
wholefome  wormwood  for  us.  We  are  ourfelves 
greatly  ignorant  of  what  is  conducible  to  our  real 
good,  and,  were  the  choice  of  our  condition  wholly 
permitted  to  us,  (hould  make  very  foolidi,  very  dif- 
advantageous  eledions. 

We  iliould  (be  fure)  all  of  us  embrace  a  rich  and 
plentiful  eftate ;  when  as,  God  knows,  that  would 
make  us  flothful  and  luxurious,  fwell  us  with  pride 
and  haughty  thoughts,  encumber  us  with  anxious 
cares,  and  expole  us  to  dangerous  temptations ; 
would  render  us  forgetful  of  ourfelves,  and  neglect- 
ful of  him.  Therefore  he  wifely  difpof^^th  poverty 
unto  us ;  poverty  the  mother  of  Ibbriety,  the  nurfe 
of  induftry,  the  miftrels  of  wifdom;  which  will  make 
us  undeifland  ourfelves  and  our  dependence  on  him, 
and  force  us  to  have  recourle  unto  his  help.  And  is 
there  not  reafon  we  fliould  be  thankful  for  the  means 
by  which  we  are  delivered  from  thofe  defperate  mif- 
chiefs,  and  obtain  thefe  excellent  advantages  ? 

We  Ihould  all  (certainly)  choofe  the  favour  and 
applaufe  of  men  :  but  this,  God  alfo  knows,  would 
corrupt  our  minds  with  vain  conceit,  would  intox- 
icate our  fancies  with  fpurious  pleafure,  would  tempt 
us  to  afcribe  immoderately  to  ourfelves,  and  facri- 
legioufly  to  deprive  God  of  his  due  honour.  There- 
fore he  advifedly  fuffers  us  to  incur  the  difgrace  and 
difpleafure,  the  hatred  and  contempt  of  men  ;  that 
fo  we  may  place  our  glory  only  in  the  hopes  of  his 
favour,  and  may  purfue  more  earneftly  the  purer 
delights  of  a  good  confcience.  And  doth  not  this 
part  of  divine  providence  highly  merit  our  thanks? 
We  would  all  climb  into  high  places,  not  confi- 

dering 
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s  E  R  M.  dering  the  precipices,  on  which  they  (land,  nor  the 
xvn.    vertiginoufnefs  of  our  own  brains  :  but  God  keeps 
us  fafe  in  the  humble  valleys,  allotting  to  us  em- 
ployments which  we  are  more  capable  lo  manage. 

We  Ihould  perhaps  infolently  abufe  power,  were 
it  committed  to  us  :  we  Ihould  employ  great  parts 
on  unwieldy  projefts,  as  many  do,  to  the  difturbance 
of  others,  and  their  own  ruin  :  vaft  knowledge  would 
caufe  us  to  over-value  ourfelves,  and  contemn  others: 
enjoying  continual  health,  we  fhould  not  perceive 
the  benefit  thereof,  nor  be  mindful  of  him  that  gave 
it.  A  fuitable  mediocrity  therefore  of  thefe  things 
the  divine  goodnefs  allotteth  unto  us,  that  we  may 
neither  ftarve  for  want,  nor  furfeit  with  plenty. 

In  fine,  the  advantages  arifing  from  affliftions  are 
fo  many  and  fo  great,  that  (had  I  time,  and  were  it 
feafonable  to  infift  largely  on  this  fubjecl,)  it  were 
eafy  to  demonftrate,  that  we  have  great  reafon,  not 
only  to  be  contented  with,  but  to  rejoice  in,  and  to 
be  very  thankful  for,  all  the  crofles  and  vexations 
we  meet  with  :  to  receive  them  cheerfully  at  God*s 
hand,  as  the  medicines  of  our  foul,  and  the  condi- 
ments of  our  fortune  ;  as  the  arguments  of  his  good- 
will, and  the  inftruments  of  virtue  ;  as  folid  grounds 
of  hope,  and  comfortable  preiages  of  future  joy  un- 
to us. 

6.  Laftly,  we  are  obliged  to  thank  God,  not  only 
for  corporeal  and  temporal  benefits,  but  alfo  (and 
that  principally)  for  fpiritual  and  eternal  bleflings. 
We  are  apt,  as  to  defire  more  vehemently,  to  rejoice 
more  heartily  in  the  fruition,  and  more  paffionately 
to  bewail  the  lofs  of  temporal  good  things ;  fo  more 
fincerely  and  ferioufly  to  exprefs  our  gratitude  for 
the  reception  of  them,  than  for  others  relating  to 
our  fpiritual  good,  to  our  everlafting  welfare.  Where- 
in we  misjudge  and  milbehave  ourfelves  extremely. 
For,  as  much  as  the  reafonable  foul  (that  goodly 
image  of  the  divine  eflence,  breathed  from  the 
mouth  of  God)  doth  in  dignity  of  nature,  and  purity 

of 
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of  fiibftahce,  excel  this  feculent  lump  of  organized  s  E  r  m. 
clay,  our  body  j  as  the  blifsful  ravifliments  of  fpirit  xvii. 
furpafs  the  dull  fatisfaftions  of  fenfe;  as  the  bottom-—^ 
kfs  depth  of  eternity  exceeds  that  (hallow  furface  of 
time,  which  terminates  this  tranfitory  life ;  in  fuch 
proportion  Ihould  our  appetite  unto,  our  compla- 
cence in,  our  gratitude  lor  fpiritual  bleflings  tran* 
fcend  the   affeftions  (refpeftively)   engaged  about 
thefe  corporeal  accommodations. 

Confider  that  injunftion  of  our  Saviour  to  his 
difciples  j  In  this  rejoice  not,  that  the  fpirits  are  fubje£luktx.  ao. 
tttUo  you  ;  hut  rather  rejoice^  becaufe  your  names  are 
written  in  heaven.  Rejoice  noty  that  is,  be  not  at  all 
affedted  with  this  (although  in  itfelf  very  rare  ac- 
complifliment,  eminent  privilege,  glorious  power  of 
working  that  indeed  greateft  of  miracles,  fubjefting 
devils ;  that  is,  baffling  the  Ihrewdcft  craft,  and  fub* 
duing  the  ftrongeft  force  in  nature)  in  comparifon 
of  that  delight,  whifch  the  confideration  of  the  di- 
vihe  favour^  in  order  to  yoiir  eternal  felicity,  doth 
afford.  '•' 

We  are^  *tis  true,  greatly  indebted  to  God  for  our  . 
creation,  for  that  he  bath  extracted  us  from  nothing, 
and  placed  us  in  fo  lofty  a  rank  among  his  crea- 
tures ;  for  the  excellent  faculties  of  foul  and  body, 
wherewith  he  hath  endued  us ;  and  for  many  moft 
admirable  prerogatives  of  our  outward  eftate  *.  but 
much  more  for  oiir  redemption,  and  the  wonderful 
circumftances  of  uneXprefEble  love  and  grace  therein 
declared ;  for  his  defcending  to  a  conjunction  with 
our  nature,  and  elevating  us  to  a  participation  of 
his ;  for  dignifying  us  with  more  iliuftrious  titles, 
and  inflating  us  in  a  fure  capacitynof  a  much  fupe- 
rior  happinefs.  Our  daily  food  deferves  well  a  grace 
to  be  faid  before  and  after  it :  but  how  much  more 
that  conflant  provifion  of  heavenly  manna,  the  evan- 
gelical verity  -,  thofe  favoury  delicacies  of  devotion, 
whereby  our  fouls  are  nourifhed  to  eternal  life  ?  *Tis 
a  laudable  cuftom,  when  we  are  demanded  (joncern- 

VOL.  II.  EC  .  ing 
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s  B  RM.ihg  bur  health;  to  anfwer,  fVeti^  I  thank  God-y  but 
XVII.   much  more  rcafon  have  we  to  fay  fo,  if  our  confci- 

■  exice  can  att^ft  concerning  that  found  conftitution  of 

mind,  whereby  we  are  dilpofed  vigoroufly  to  perform 
thofc  virtuous  fun<9:ions,  due  from  reafonable  na- 
ture, and  confornuble  to  the  divine  law.  If  for  the 
profperous  fuccefe  of  our  worldly  attempts ;  for 
avoiding  dangers,  that  threatened  corporal  pain  and 
damage  to  us ;  for  defeating  the  adverfaries  of  our 
fccular  quiet,  we  make  Te  Deum  laudamus  our  cti- 
wxjov,  (our  fong  for  viftory ;)  how  much  more  for 
the  happy  progrcfs  of  our  fpiritual  affairs,  (aiffeirs  of 
incomparably  higheft  confequenceO  for  efcaping 
thofe  dreadfol  hazards  of  utter  ruin,  of  endlefs  tor- 
ture; for  vanquilhing  fin  and  hell,  thofe  irrecon- 
cileable  enemies  to  our  everlafting  peace ;  are  we 
obliged  to  utter  triumphal  anthems  of  joy  and  thank- 
ftilhefs  ? 

This  is  the  order  obferved  by  the  Pfalmift :  in- 

pf.  cUi.  I,  citing  his  foul  to  hlefs  God  for  aU  his  heneJiiSj  he  be- 

*c.  gins  with  the  confideratioiHir  God's  mercy  in  par- 

doning  his  fins ;  theh  proceeds  to  his  goodnefs  in 
beftowing  temporal  favours.  Who  forpvetb  nil  thy  fmSj 
leads-  the  van;  Who  fatisfieth  thy  mouth  with, good 
things^  brings  up  the  rear  in  the  enumeration  and 
acknowledgment  of  God's  benefits.  That  our  minds 
are  illuftrated  with  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  his 
glorious  attributes,  of  Chrift,  and  his  bleffed  Gofpcl, 
of  that  ftraight  path  which  conduAeth  to  true  happi- 
'  nefs ;  that .  by  divine  afliftance  we  are  enabled  to 
'  elude  the  allurements,  to  withftand  the  violence  of 
temptation,  to  aflTuage  immoderate  defires,  to  bridle 
exorbitant  paflionlf;  to  correct  vicious  inclinations  of 
mind ;  requires  more  our  hearty  thanks,  than  for 
that  we  were  able  by  our  natural  wit  to  penetrate 
the  abftrufeftmyfteries,  or  to  fubjugate  empires  by 
our  bodily  ftrength.  The  forgivenefe  of  our  fins 
doth  more  oblige  us  to  a  grateful  acknowledgment 
of  the  divine  goodnefs,  than  (houW  God  ennch  uS-, 

with 
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with  all  the  treafures  contained  in  the  bowels  of  thes  E  R  m. 
earth,  or  bottom  of  the  ocean.     One  glimpfe  of  his  xvii. 
favourable  countenance  fhould  more  enflame  our  af-  ■ 

feftions,  thaa  being  invefted  with  all  the  imaginable 
iplendor  of  worldly  glory. 

Of  thefe  ineftimable  benefits,  and  all  the  advan- 
tageous circumftances  wherewith  they  are  attended, 
we  ought  to  fnaintain  in  our  hearts  conftant  refent- 
mentsi  to  excite  our  thankfulnefs,  to  kindle  our 
love,  to  quicken  our  obedience,  by  the  frequent  con- 
templation of  them. 

Thus  have  I  (though,  I  confefs,  much  more  (light- 
ly than  fo  worthy  a  fubjedl  did  require)  profecuted 
the  feveral  particulars  obfervable  in  thefe  words,  I 
fhould  conclude  with  certain  inducements  perfuafive 
to  the  praftice  of  this  duty ;  whereof  I  have  in  the 
tenor  both  of  the  former  and  prefent  difcourfe  infi- 
nuated  divers,  and  could  propound  many  more  :  but 
(in  compliance  with  the  time)  I  (hall  content  my- 
felf  briefly  to  confider  only  thefe  three  very  obvious 
ones. 

Firft  therefore,  we  may  confider,  that  there  is  no  I- 
difpofition  whatever  more  deeply  radicated  in  the 
original  conftitution  of  all  fouls  endued  with  any 
kind  of  perception  or  paflion,  than  being  fenfible  of. 
benefits  received  ;  being  kindly  afFefted  with  love 
and  relpeft  toward  them  that  exhibit  them  ;  being 
ready  with  fuitable  expreflions  to  acknowledge  them, 
and  to  endeavour  competent  recompences  for  them. 
The  worft  of  men,  the  moft  devoid  of  all  not  only 
piety,  but  humanity  and  common  ingenuity,  the  moft 
barbarous  and  moft  wicked,  (whom  neither  fenfe  of 
equity  nor  refped:  to  law,  no  promife  of  reward  or 
fear  of  vengeance,  can  anywife  engage  to  do  things 
juft  and  fitting,  or  reftrain  from  enormous  aftions,) 
retain  notwithftanding  fomething  of  this^  natural  in- 
clination, and  are  ufually  fenfible  of  good  turns  done 
unto  them.  Experience  teaches  us  thus  much  ;  and 
fo  doth  that  fure  oracle  of  our  Saviour  :  If^  faith  he, Luke  vi.  33. 

E  e  2  ye 
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s  E  R  M.ye  do  good  to  thofe  who  do  good  to  yoUj  what  thanks  is 
XVII.   it  ?  for  evenjinners  (that  is,  men  of  apparently  lewd 

■■  and  diflblute  convcrfation)  do  the  fame. 

Yea  even  beafts,  and  thofe  not  only  the  moft  gen- 
tie  and  fociable  of  them,  (the  officious  dog,  the  trac- 
table hoife,  the  docile  elephant,)  but  the  wildeft  alfo 
and  fierceft  of  them  (the  untameable  lion,  the  cruel 

Vid.  Cell,  tyger,  and  ravenous  bear,  as  dories  teH  us,  and  ex- 

libiv.  c.i4.perience  attefts,)  bear  fome  kindnefs,  (hew  fome  grate- 
ful afFeftion  to  thofe  that  provide  for  them. 

Neither  wild  beafts  only,  but  even  inanimate  crea- 
tures feem  not  altogether  infenfible  of  benefits,  and 
lively  reprefent  unto  us  a  natural  abhorrence  of  in- 
gratitude. The  rivers  openly  difcharge  into  the  fca 
thofe  waters,  which  by  indifcernible  conduits  thcjr 
derived  thence;  the  heavens  remit  in  bountiful  fhow- 
ers  what  from  the  earth  they  had  exhaled  in  vapour; 
and  the  earth  by  a  fruitful  increafe  repays  the  cul- 
ture beftowed  thereon ;  if  not,  (as  the  Apoftlc  to 

Hcb.  vi;  8.  the  Hebrcws  doth  pronounce)  it  deferves  curfing  and 
reprobation.  So  monftrous  a  thing,  and  univerfally 
abominable  to  nature,  is  all  ingratitude.  And  how 
execrable  a  prodigy  is  it  then  toward  God,  from 
whom  alone  we  receive  whatever  we  enjoy,  whatever 
we  can  expeft  of  good  ? 
IL  The  fecond  obligation  to  this  duty  is  moft  juft 

•  Ubcriu$.and  equal.  For,  (as  he*  ftid  well)  Betieficium  qui  dare 
nefcityinjujie  petit  y  He  unjujlly  requires  (much  morciin- 
juftly  receives)  a  benefit ^  who  is  not  minded  to  requite  it. 
In  all  reafon  we  are  indebted  for  what  is  freely  given, 
as  well  as  for  what  is  lent  unto  us.  For  the  freenefe 
of  the  giv^r,  his  not  exading  fecurity,  nor  expreffing 
conditions  of  return,  doth  not  diminifli,  but  rather 
increafe  the  debt.  He  that  gives,  indeed,  according 
to  human  (or  political)  law,  (which,  in  order  to 
prefervation  of  public  peace,  requires  only  a  punc- 
tual performance  of  contrafts,)  transfers  his  right, 
and  alienates  his  pofleflion  :  but  according  to  that 
more  noble  and  perfect  rule  of  ingenuity,  (the  law 

which 
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which  God  and  Angels  and  good  men  chiefly  ob-SKRM. 
ferve,  and  govern  themfelvcs  by,)  what  is  given  is   xvn. 

but  committed  to  the  faith,  depofited  in  the  hand, 9 

treafured  up  in  the  cuftody  of  him  that  receives  it :  wA  K  3%. 
and  what  more  palpable  iniquity  is  there,  than  to^[J]||2JJ^^ 
betray  the  truft,  or  to  detain  the  pledge,  not  of  fomef»c. 
inconfiderable  trifle,  but  of  ineftimable  good-will  ? 
Except  a  Macedonum  gente,  faith  Seneca,  noti  ejl  ulla^^*mf, 
data  adva'fus  ingratum  a£lio :  In  no  nation  ( excepting  l^j^ 
the  Macedonians)  an  aSfion  could  be  preferred  againjt 
ingrateful  perfonSy  as  Jo,     (Though   Xenophon,  no 
mean  author,  reports,  that  among  the  Perfians  alfo 
there  were  judgments  afligned,  and  punilhments  ap- 
pointed for  ingratitude.)     However,  in  the  court  of 
heaven,  and  at  the  tribunal  of  confcience,  no  of- 
fender is  more  conftantly  arraigned,  none  more  fure- 
ly  condemned,  none  more  feverely  puniflied,  than 
the  ingrateftil  man. 

Since  therefore  we  have  received  all  from  the  di- 
vine bounty ;  if  God  fliould  in  requital  exadt,  that 
we  facrifice  our  lives  to  the  teftimony  of  his  truth  5 
that  we  employ  our  utmoft  pains,  expend  our  whole 
cftate,  adventure  our  health,  and  proftitute  all  our 
earthly  contents  to  his  fervice  ;  fince  he  did  but  re- 
voke his  own,  it  were  great  injuflice  to  rcfufe  com- 
pliance with  his  demands :  how  much  more,  when 
he  only  expefts  from  us  and  requires  fome  few  ac- 
knowledgments of  our  obligation  to  him,  fome  little 
portions  of  our  fubftance,  for  the  relief  of  them  that 
need,  fome  eafy  obfervances  of  his  mofl  reafonable 
commands  ? 

Thirdly,  This  is  a  moft  fweet  and  delightful  duty.     III. 
Praifethe  Lord^  faith  the  moft  experienced  Pfalmift,Pf.cjuLxir. 
for  the  Lord  is  good ;  fng  praifes  to  his  name ^  for  it  is^' 
plea/ant:  and  otherwhere,  Prai/e  the  Lor d^  for  it  /jPf.cxifU.f. 
good  tojing  praifes  to  our  God'y  for  it  is  pleafanty  and^^'  '* 
praife  is  comely.     The  performance  of  this  duty,  as  it 
efpecially  proceeds  from  good  humour,  and  a  cheer- 

£  e3  ful 
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SERM.ful  difpofition  of  mind;    fo  it  feeds  and  foments 

xyii.  them;  both  root  and  fruit  thereof  are  hugely  fwect 

■  and  fapid.     Whence  St.  James ;  If  any  man  be  af'^ 

Jam.  V.  n^jliaed^  let  him  pray  ;  is  any  merry ^  let  him  faig  pfalms. 

(Pfalms,  the  proper  matter  of  which  is  pnufe  and 

thank{giving,) 

Other  duties  of  devotion  have  fomething  labo- 
rious in  them,  fomething  difguftful  to  our  fenfe. 
Prayer  minds  us  of  pur  wants  and  impcrfedions ; 
confeflion  induces  a  fad  remembrance  of  our  mif- 
deeds  and  bad  deferts :  but  thankfgiving  includes 
nothing  uneafy or  unpleafant ;  nothing  buc  theme- 
p3,ory  and  fenfe  of  exceeding  goodnefs. 

All  love  is  fweet  ;  but  that  efpecially  which  ai-ifcs, 
not  from  a  bare  apprehenfion  only  of  the  objcft's 
worth  and  dignity,  but  from  a  feeling  of  its  Angular 
beneficence  and  ufefulnefs  unto  us.  And  what 
thought  can  enter  into  the  heart  of  man  morfe  com* 
fortable  and  delicious  than  this,  that  the  great  Maf- 
ter  of  all  things,  the  moft  wife  and  mighty  King  of 
heaven,  and  earth,  hath  entertained  a  gracious  re- 
gard, hath  exprefled  a  real  kindnefs  towards  lis? 
that  we  are  in  capacity  to  honour,  to  pleafe,  to  prc- 
fent  an  acceptable  facrificc  to  him,  who  can  render 
us  perfedUy  happy  ?  that  we  are  admitted  to  the 
praftice  of  that  wherein  the  fupreme  joy  of  paradifc, 
and  the  perfeftion  of  angelical  blifs  confifts  ?  For 
praife  and  thankfgiving  are  the  moft  delegable  bu- 
finefs  of  heaven ;  and  God  grant  they  may  be  our 
greateft  delight,  our  moft  frequent  employment  upoa 
earth. 
Vid.Pfti.  To  thefe  I  might  add  fuch  farther  confiderations; 
i^iVn-^'That  this  duty  is  of  all  moft  acceptable  to  God,  and 
23.  '  moft  profitable  to  us.  That  gratitude  for  benefits 
procures  more,  difpofing  God  to  beftow,  and  quali- 
fying us  to  receive  them.  That  the  ferious  perform- 
ance of  this  duty  efficaciouHy.  promotes  and  facili- 
tates the  pradice  of  other  duties  ;  fince  the  more  we 
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are  ft^fiblc  of  oiar  obligatiaiis  to  God,  the  mores smi^ 
ready  nve  ihall  be  to  pleafe  faim,  by  obedience  to  his  xrii. 
commandments.      Wbat  St,  Chryfo&om  (aith  of 
prayer,  It  is  imjpoffiblc  that  he,  who  with  competent  yi^^K 
profuf)titude  of  nmid  doth  tohftawly  apply  htmfelfi?  ' 


thereto,  (hould  ever  fin,  is  moft  efpecially  true  of^-P»7«. 
this  part  of  devotion  :  for  how  can  we  at  the  fame 
time  be  fenfible  of  God's  goodnefs  tp  us,  and  wil- 
lingly offend  him  ?  That  the  memory  of  paft  bene- 
fits, and  fenfe  of  prefent,  confirms  our  faith,  and 
nourifhes  our  hope  of  future.  That  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  divine  beneficence  mightily  ftrengthen 
the  obligation  to  this  duty ;  efpecially  his  ablolute 
freenefs  in  giving,  and  our  total  unworthinefs  to  re- 
ceive ;  our  very  ingratitude  itfelf  affording  ftrong  in- 
ducements to  gratitude.  That  giving  thanks  hath 
defaSfo  been  always  the  principal  part  of  all  religion; 
(whether  inflituted  by  divine  command,  or  prompted 
by  natural  reafon,  or  propagated  by  general  tradi- 
tion ;)  the  Ethnic  devotion  confifling  (as  it  were  to-  , 
tally)  in  the  praife  of  their  gods,  and  acknowledg- 
ment of  their  benefits*;  the  Jewifh  more  than  half 
in  euchariftical  oblations,  and  in  folemn  commemo- 
rations of  providential  favours  ;  and  that  of  the  an- 
cient Chriftians  fo  far  forth,  that  bye-ftanders  could 
hardly  difcern  any  other  thing  in  their  religious  prac- 
tice, than  that  they  fang  hymns  to  Chrift,  and  bypun.  Epift. 
mutual  facraments  obliged  themfelves  to  abftain 
from  all  villainy.  But  I  will  rather  wholly  omit  the 
profecution  of  thefe  pregnant  arguments,  than  be 
farther  ofFenfive  to  your  patience. 

Now  the  buffed  Fountain  of  all  goodnefs  and  mercy  in- 
fpire  our  hearts  with  his  heavenly  grace^  and  thereby  ena* 
hie  us  rightly  to  apprehend,  diligently  to  confider^faith^ 
fully  to  remember,  worthily  to  ejleem,  to  be  heartily  af- 
feSed  with,  to  render  all  due  acknowledgment,  pratjfe, 
love,  and  thankful  obedience  for  all  his  (infinitely  peat 
_  and  innumerable  many)  favours^  mercies,  and  benefits 
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4^4  ^*^  ^^^y  ^f  ^batdtf^hmg. 

8  E  R  VL.friely  cotrferred  upon  us ;  and  let  us  fay  with  DavU^ 
XVII.   Blejed  be  the  Lord  Gad  of  Ifraely  who  only  doth  won- 
■  drom  things :  and  bleffed  be  his  glorious  name  for  ever^ 

i^baii.    and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  glory.    Blejed 
f{.  cTi.48.  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifraelfrork  everlafiing  to  everlq^^: 
and  Ut  all  the  people  fay^  Amen, 
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SERMON    XVm. 

Of  Quietneis,  and  doing  oiir  own  Builnefs, 


I  Thess.  iv.  II. 


^nd  that  ye  Jludy  to  be  quiet y  and  to  do  your  own   Chyf.  in 

l^.n^^fj  *  Cor.  Or. 

V  pujinejs.  ,^^ 

As  frequently  between  neighbouring  Hates  there  seem. 
do  rife  diflenfions  and  contefb  about  the  juft  xviii. 
limits  of  their  territories ;  fo  doth  it  frequently  hap- 
pen  between  virtue  and  vice,  right  and  wrong,  duty 
and  mifcarriage  in  practice :  for  although  the  ex* 
treme  degrees,  and  even  the  middle  regions  of  thefe 
things  are  very  diftant,  yet  the  borders  of  them  do 
lie  very  clofe  together,  and  are  in  a  manner  contigu- 
ous ',  a  certain  ridge  of  feparation  running  between 
them,  which  commonly  (being  very  narrow,  thin, 
and  obfcure)  it  is  not  eafy  to  difcern.  So  it  parti- 
culajply  falletii  out  in  the  matter  before  us,  wherein- 
our  text  is  concerned.  Duty  and  offence  do  nearly 
confine,  and  almofl  indifcerniby  differ  one  from  the 
other ;  for  there  are  about  this  cafe  precepts  which 
feem  to  contradict;  there  are  duties  appearing  to 
thwart  one  another. 

St.  Paul  here  biddeth  us  to  be  ftudious  or  ambi- 
tious of  quiet;  otherwhere  he  enjoineth  us  to  be  ear- 
ncftly  adive^  (to  he  n^f}  ^i  Um^h  nqtJlothj%l  in  bufi-^  Rom.  xii. 

nefsiY^* 
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8  £RM.JK)f&^)^ef«bewoii)dlmf«i»tofln»ltmro^ 

XVIII.  otherwhere  he  prefcribeth,  that  we  Ihould  not  look 
— — —  every  man  to  his  own  things^  but  every  man  alfo  to  the 
W»il-  "•  4-  things  of  others. 

According  to  the  ^cnepj  drift  of  Scripture,  and 
the  tenor  t)f  our  religion,  wfe  arc  in  charity  obliged 
to  concern  ourfelves  heartily  for  the  good  of  our 
neigh bour,^  and  to  ftrive  earneftly  in  promoting  it ; 
weareenjiiincd  fo  far  to  im^^pofe  and  meddle  in  the 
affairs  of  others,  as  to  watch  over  them  for  their 
good  ;  to  inftruft  and  advife  them,  to  admonifti  and 
excite  them,  to  check  andTeprove  them  upon  occa- 
fion ;  to  offer  and  yield  them  fuccour,  to  compofc 
differences  between  them  ;  to  promote  their  edifica- 
fiaia.^'fxn  tion  and  peace:  Z^  «j,  faith  the  Apoftle  to  the 
Hcb..x!24.  Hebrews,  confidei'  one  another ^  to  provoke  unto  love^  and 
^°'^';^*^»^-  ^0  good  works.    Let  uSy  faitK  St.  Paul  to  the  Romans, 
I  Theff.  ^.  follow  after  the  things  which  make  for  peace  j  and  things 
">H-       wherewith  one  may  edify  another  \  and,  comfort  your* 
'  '  fehes  together,  and  edify  ims  another*,'  warn  them  that 
(tre  unrtuy^  comfort  I  he  feehte^minded^  fupport  the  weak, 
faith  he  to  the  TheflMonidns  in  this  Epiille. 

To  be  zealous  ahd  eameft  ih  the'maintenance  and 
propagation  of  truth,  of  virtue,  of  piety,  is  a  duty 
incumbient  on  us,  which  implieth  care  and  aftivity 
concerning  others ;  that  we  offer  to  inftrud  them. 
Jit.  J.  11.  that  we  enter  into  conteft  with  them,  that  we  ex* 
amme  their  words  and  aftions,  that  we  prefume  to  tax 
and  opppfe  them. 

In  fine ;  our  religion  doth  feem  by  the  bands  of 
mutual  relation^  and  obligations  of  charity,  fo  to 
unite  ut  together,  fo  td  endear  us  to  one  another, 
and  to  all  men,  that  all  things  belonging  to  our 
brethren  do  nearly  touch'  us,  and  (hould  anfwcrably 
affe<5t  u$  ;  fo  that,  by  intermeddling  with  any  thing 
relating  to  their  welfare,  we  can  hardly  be  faid  to 
meddle  with  what  doth  not  concern  us. 

The  condition  of  things  alfo  may  feem  to  req^uire, 
that  we  fo  intermeddle ;  for  the  duties  and  affairs  of 

men 
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men  are  fo  entangled  or  interwoven,  that  wt  cansERM, 
hardly  profecute  any  concernments  of  our  own,  xviir. 
without  being  engaged  in  the  nnatters  of  others  :  < 

in  difcharging  all  offices  of  fociety,  in  purfuance  of 
any  traffic  or  commerce,  in  all  intercourfe  and  con- 
verfation,  while  we  tranfadk  our  own  bufinefs,  we 
cannot  avoid  the  furthering  or  obflxuftmg  the  bufi* 
nefs  of  others,  who  are  engaged  in  the  fame,  or  con- 
trary defigns.  Society  doth  fubfift  by  combinations 
of  care  and  pain,  regarding  common  interefts,  fo  that 
it  feemeth  impoffible  fo  to  mind  our  own  bufinefs, 
as  not  to  meddle  with  the  bufinefs  of  others. 

Yet  nowithftanding  St.  Paul  cnjoineth  us  fb  to 
aiFeft  quiet,  as  fimply  to  mind  our  own  bufinefs,  or 
not  to  be  meddlefome  in  the  concernments  of  others; 
for  that  doing  our  own  bufinefs  is  meant  exclufively  to 
meddling  with  the  affairs  of  others,  is  plain  enough 
by  the  importance  of  t»  ?^ta,  which  is  emphatical, 
and  fignifieth  only  our  own,  or  our  proper  bufinefs ; 
and  becaufe  it  is  joined  with  being  quiets  which  re* 
fpefteth  others,  and  importeth  not  ftirring  beyond 
our  own  bounds  ;  to  be  fo  meddfefome,  being  al(b 
a  praAice  exprefsly  condemned  by  St.  Peter,  in  that 
prohibition,  But  let  none  of  you  fuffh'  as  a  murderefy  xftt.  if.15, 
or  as  a  thief  ^  or  as  a  malefaSory  or  as  n  bufy-body  in 
other  metis  matters:  where  pragmaticalnefs  is,  we  fee, 
not  only  forbidden,  but  is  coupled  with  the  moft 
heinous  offences. 

How  then  (hall  we  reconcile  thefe  things  ?  How 
ihall  we  in  the  cafe  fever  between  the  bounds  of 
duty  and  blame  ?  It  is  indeed  fomewhat  difficult  to 
do  it  precifely,  and  with  diflinftions  which  fhall 
reach  all  cafes.  But  fomewhat  I  (hall  endeavour  to- 
ward it,  by  propounding  fome  rules  and  direftions, 
which  (hould  commonly  be  obferved  in  our  dealing 
and  intercourfe  with  others  :  but  firft  let  us  a 
little  refleft  upon  the  terms  in  which  the  precept  is 
couched. 

Study  to  be  quiet ;  Study;  the  word  is  f »XoI»nx«<r^«i, 

which 
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SERM. which  fignifieth  to  be  ambitious,  that  is,  to  affcft 
xviii,  quiet  with  the  like  vehemency  of  defire  and  care,  as 

• — . men  are  wont  to  purfue  reputation,  dignity,  and 

power,  the  objefts  of  ambition  :  the  expreilion  con- 
taineth  a  remarkable  emphafis,  or  a  grave  aamen; 
for  whereas  ambition  commonly  doth  prompt  men  to 
be  reftlefsly  bufy,  and  engageth  them  in  the  concern- 
ments proper  to  others,  St.  Paul  biddeth  them  to  be 
ambitious  the  contrary  way,  in  affedbing  quiet,  and 
abftinence  from  other  aff^iirs  befide  their  own. 

To  he  quiet :  This  doth  fignify  not  a  phyfical,  but 
a  moral  reft  j  not  a  total  forbearance  of  adion ;  not 
a  faftidious  or  drowfy  liftleffnefs  to  do  any  things  not 
a  fcnfelels  indifferency  concerning  the  matters  of 
others ;  not  an  abfolute  fequtftering  ourfelves  from 
common  affairs  :  this  is  not  quiet  or  tranquillity, 
the  Tp  »i<rvx«C«*'  ^^^^»  ^^^  ^  naughty  floth,  ftupidity, 
or  favagenefs :  the  quiet  here  meant  is  oppofed  to 
diforderly  motion,  to  turbulency,  to  contention,  to 
pragmatical  curiofity,  to  all  fuch  exorbitant  beha- 
viour, whereby  the  right  of  others  is  infringed,  their 
peace  difturbed,  their  juft  intcreft  or  welfare  anywifc 
prejudiced.  This  quiet  is  a  calm,  fteady,  regular 
w?iy  of  proceeding,  within  the  bounds  and  mealiires 
prefcribed  by  reafon,  juftice  and  charity,  modefty 
and  fobriety  :  fuch  a  motion  as  the  heavenly  bodies 
do  keep,  which  fo  move  that  they  feem  ever  to  ftand 
ftill,  and  never  difturb  one  another :  in  fine,  what  a 
quiet  is  meant,  the  fubfequent  words  and  the  con- 
text do  (hew  :  it  followeth, 

And  ^(9t<r(Tetif  roi  liia^  to  doouY  own  bufinejsj  or  to  ad 
things  proper  and  pertinent  to  usj  things  which  fuit 
to  our  condition,  our  ftation,  our  vocation  ;  whereby 
we  may  difpharge  our  own  duties,  and  fupply  our 
own  needs  j  may  work  benefit  to  others,  or  however 
avoid  being  anywife  burthenfome  or  troublefomc  to 
them;  an  inftance  of  which  pradice  is  immediately 
fubjoined  ;  to  ivork  with  our  owtt  bands  — that  we  maj, 
have  lack  of  nothing  \  in  another  place  St.  Paul  callcth  it 
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^vri  rt^x^^^  ffyo6^i«p^aij  to  work  with  (jttiet^  oppofing  s  E  R  M. 
It  to  tyfp»«fy»^f<r3^«i,  being  over-bufy,  or  pragmatically   xviir. 

curious,  and  to  walking  diforderly  ;  that  is,  beyond 

the  bounds  of  our  calhhg,  or  the  rules  of  our  duty  ;  *Thc(r.  iii. 
fo  as  to  encroach  upon  the  rights,  or  moleft  the'*' 
quiet  of  others. 

The  words  then,  as  they  do  imply  an  obligation 
Iving  upon  us  to  be  induftrious  in  our  own  bufmefs, 
lo  they  chiefly  defign  to  prohibit  our  meddling  with 
the  concernments  of  othen  :  but  how  to  fettle  the 
limits  between  this  quiet  minding  our  own  bufinefs, 
and  a  culpable  negleft  of  the  duties  concerning 
others  y  how  to  diftinguifh  between  meddling  inno- 
cently, from  being  blameably  meddlefome,  bic  labor ^ 
hoc  opus  ejl^  this  is  that  hard  tafk  which  I  am  to  un* 
dertake,  but  I  cannot  hope  thoroughly  to  perfortii. 
However,  the  method  toward  it,  which  I  fhall  ob- 
ferve,  is  this :  Firft,  I  fhall  touch  fome  cafes,  in  which 
it  is  allowable  or  commendable  to  meddle  with  the 
affairs  of  others j  then  I  (hall  propound  fome  general 
rules,  according  to  which  fuch  meddlefomenefs  is  com- 
monly blameable  :  in  the  next  place,  I  fhall  aflTign 
fome  direftions  proper  to  fome  chief  and  mofl  obvi- 
ous kinds  of  meddling :  and  laflly,  offer  fome  con- 
fiderations  to  diffuade  men  from  this  pragmatical 
humour. 

I .  Superiors  may  intermeddle  with  the  bufinefs  of 
their  inferiors,  (that  is,  of  fuch  as  are  fubjeft  to  their 
care  and  charge)  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  need- 
ful execution  of  their  office.  Magiflrates  may  in- 
fpe(5t  the  carriage,  may  examine  the  doings,  may  re* 
prehend  and  punifh  the  offences  of  their  fubjefts: 
parents  may  advife,  rebuke,  and  correft  their  chil- 
dren :  fpiritual  guides  and  paflors  may  admonifh  and 
reprove  their  flock.  Thefe  things  while  (with  due 
prudence,  equity,  and  moderation)  they  perform,  thejr 
do  indeed  wfa<r<r«if  roi  tha,  do  their  own  bufinefs  j  it  is 
their  proper  work,  to  which  God  hath  defigned 
them^  and  which  rcafon  exaftcth  of  them  y  they  are 

appomted 
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%t%  M.  appointed  (to  ufe  St.  Paxil's  expfeffion)  to  attend  cmui- 
XVIII.  nuallyupon  this  very  things  their  proceedings  therefore 

• are  not  to  be  charged  with  culpable  pragmaticalnefe. 

Roin.xm.6*  2.  In  any  cafe,  wherein  the  honour  and  intereft  of 
God  is  much  concerned,  we  may  interpofe  in  vindi- 
cation and  maintenance  of  them.  If  any  man  dareth 
to  blafpheme  God's  name,  we  may  and  ought  to 
ftand  up  in  its  defence ;  if  any  man  difparageth  reli- 
gion, we  (hould  ftrive  to  clear  its  repute ;  if  any 
man  impugneth  any  divine  truth  of  moment,  we 
(hould  endeavour  to  affert  it ;  if  any  man  noto- 
riouily  tranfgreffeth  God's  law,  we  may  difcounte- 
'  nance  his  prefumption,  and  reprove  him  for  it :  every 
man  in  fuch  cafes,  as  God's  fubje<5t,  hath  not  only 
a  commiffion,  but  an  obligation ;  is  indeed  by  his  al- 
legiance bound  to  ferve  God,  in  maintaining  the  ho- 
nour and  intereft  of  his  empire  j  it  is  foul  difloyalty, 
it  is  pitiful  bafenefs  to  forbear  meddling  in  fuch 
cafes  *•  Thus  have  good  men,  without  fear  or 
fhame,  defended  religion  and  truth,  againft  the 
mightieft  powers  and  n>oft  dangerous  oppofitions 

vu  cTi.  50.  that  could  be :  thus  Jiood  up  PbineaSy  and  executed 
jud^menty  not  only  checking,  but  avenging  that 
heinous  fcandal :  thus  Elias  maintained  the  tme 
worfliip  of  God,  againft  all  the  corrupters  of  it,  the 
kings  and  whole  nation  of  Ifrael :  thus  the  Prophets 
did  not  forbear  to  tax  the  wicked  manners  of  the 
princes,  the  priefts  and  the  people  in  their  times : 
thus  St.  John  Baptift  did  not  ftick  to  reprove  king 
Herod  for  his  unlawful  pradice  :  fo  our  Saviour 
cenfured  the  fuperftitious  and  hypocritical  fcribes, 
and  he  chaftifed  the  profanefs  of  God's  houfe :  fo. 


■   Kai>9»  in  TO  tyKy-fiixot^  aHf/A^iot  to  aJ»jt>5/xat*  i^tr^*  uaVa'  tZb  ffdK^" 
vvf  xotirtyofiXv.    Chryj.  'Arj^.  a. 

^\/iy^i.    &:c.  Cbnf.  ibid. 

in 
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in  fine,  the  holy  Apoftks  refolutely  did  affert  God's  s  e  r  m. 
truth  ^amft  iall  the  world.  xviil 

3.  When  the  public  weal  and  fafety  are  mani*  ■ 
feftly  concerned,  we  may  alfo  intermeddle  to  fupport 
or  fecurc  them  :  fo  may  we  rebuke  him  that  (lander- 
eth  or  reproacheth  our  prince ;  we  may  check  him 
that  would  break  the  peace,  we  may  impeach  him 
that  violateth  the  laws,  conducing  to  public  welfare  : 
cv«y  man  is  a  foldier  againft  traitors  and  enemiesTcrtuiu 
of  his  country:  eivery  man  is  born  with  a  commiffion 

to  defend  the  public  againft  thofe  which  plot  its 
ruin  or  harm  :  every  man  is  a  party  for  his  prince 
againft  rebels,  for  the  church  againft  fchifmatics,  for 
tlie  law  againft  lawlefs  tranfgreffors,  for  common 
peace  againft  thofe  who  outrageoufly  difturb  it  : 
duty  to  our  fuperiors,juftice  and  charity  to  mankind, 
juft  regard  to  our  own  welfare,  allow  and  oblige  us 
to  ftich  meddling. 

4.  We  may  ^fo  meddle  for  the  fuccour  of  right 
againft  palpable  wrong  and  outrage  :  we  may  help 
an  honeft  man  againft  a  thief  affaulting  him:  we  may 
guard  the  life  of  any  man  againft  an  aflaffin;  we  may 
vindicate  the  reputation  of  an  innocent  perfon  af- 
perfed  by  a  (landerous  tongue  ;  as  Mofes  — - — feeing kbmvu.z^ 
one  of  his  brethren  fuffer  wrongs  defended  him\  andavaiged 

him  that  was  oppreffedy  andfmote  the  Egyptian  ;  as  the 
penitent  thief  rebuked  his  companion,  unjuftly  rail-^"^*'^"»« 
ing  upon  our  Saviour.    The  common  intereft  of  juf-"^ ' 
tice  and  charity  do  not  only  excufe,  but  commend 
meddling  in  fuch  cafes. 

5.  We  may  likewife  meddle  with  the  proceedings 
of  others,  when  our  own  juft  defence  requireth  it : 

we  may  repel  thofe  who  attack  our  fafety  or  peace,Cum  mode 
who  invade  or  rifle  our  goods,  who  traduce  ourcu^p^fj^*"". 
good  name :  we  may  endeavour  to  defeat  their  plots, tela, 
and  to  reftrain  their  violence.     This  is  indeed  do- 
ing our  own  bufinefs ;  for  to  preferve  our  life  with  its 
conveniences  and  comforts,  to  maintain  our  right  and 
juft  intereft,  to  keep  our  honour  and  reputation  clear 

from 
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s  E  R  M.  from  fcandal,  is  incumbent  upon  us :  we  are  naturally 

XVIII.  the  patrons,  advocates,  and  guards  of  thofe  confidcr- 

able  goods  affigned  orentrufted  to  us  by  Providence* 

6.  When  the  life  or  welfare  (either  fpiritual  or 
temporal)  of  our  neighbour  is  deeply  concerned,  and 
cannot  otherwife  than  by  our  aid  be  fupported  or 
relieved,  we  may  lawfully  interpofe  to  yield  it :  if 
we  fee  him  expofing  his  life  to  any  great  hazard,  or 
engaging  his  foul  into  any  great  fin,  we  may  m  any 
fair  way,  (by  admonition,  advice,  reproof,  politic  de- 
vice, harmlefs  force)  without  any  invitation  or  li- 
cence, with  or  againft  his  will,  prefume  to  reclaim  or 
reftrain  him.  We  may  ftop  him  in  his  career  to 
ruin  or  grievous  mifchief,  we  may  withhold  him  from 
running  into  a  fnare,  or  tumbling  down  a  precipice, 
or  drinking  in  poifon;  we  may,  as  St.  Jude  fpeaketh, 

judc  23.   fnatch  him  out  of  the  fire.     In  fuch  cafes  we  may  rea- 
**  "7,^^  fonably  fuppofe,  that  our  neighbour,  being  himfelf, 
«^«^wi..  ^.jj  allow  us  to  meddle,  or  will  not  be  difpleafed 
Invito  non  therewith ;  if  he  hath  not  his  wits  about  him,  we 
Qu^c^n-  "^^y  f^pply  him  with  ours  in  fuch  exigence:  his 
que  pro  CO  prcfent  confent  and  approbation  are  not  then  requi- 
^rT^^^T'  fite^  he  not  being  in  condition  to  yield  them;  be 
Furiofis     needeth  guardians,  and  opportunity  conftituteth  us 
himL'dft.  in  that  office:  extreme  and  evident  need  will  not 
i^^  J'        only  excufe  the  liberty  we  fhall  affume,  but  it  oblig- 
eth  us  to  ufe  our  power  to  fave  him  i  in  cafe  of  neg- 
ocn.  iv.  9.  led:,  that  furly  anfwer.  Am  I  my  brother  5  keeper  / 
will  not  ferve  our  turn  **.     We  may,  we  fliould,  it  is 
not  only  innocent,  but  juft  and  laudable  for  us  to  be 
watchful  over  our  neighbour's  concernment  and  de- 
portment, if  we  do  it  out  of  pure  charity,  in  adifcrcct, 
quiet,  and  gentle  manner. 

7.  In  fine,  if  any  fignal  opportunity  of  doii^  our 

Mi  /ixft»  X/yi  TO  ^/txfo*  t5to  ^^fta*  Tl  ^i  uoi  /aiX#<  ;  «^f  t-^fi  «»»>^ 
«rpj  uvroty  &^c.  Vid.  Cbryf.  *A»^p,  1.  torn.  ii.  Ot.  59.  in  Mat,  Orat, 
77,  78.  in  Job,  Or.  M.  in  Eph.  Or.  19.  Cbryf.  in  Tit,  Or.  j.  « 
H€br.  Or.  30. 

neigh- 
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neighbour  confiderable  good,  efpecially  to  his  foul,s  E  r  m. 
doth  offer  itfelf,   we   may  lawfully,  we  fliould  in  xviii. 
charity  embrace  it :  we  may  then  even  obtrude  upon  - 

him  our  direftion  and  fuccour ;  if  he  be  fo  blind  as 
not  to  difcern  our  good-will,  fo  peevifli  as  to  diilike 
our  proceeding,  fo  mgrateful  as  not  to  thank  us  for 
our  pains,  yet  our  good  intent  will  juftify  us  before 
God,  and  at  the  bar  of  reafon  :  and  we  have,  to 
countenance  us  therein,  the  common  example  of 
good  men,  who,  for  doing  thus,  have  worthily  been 
accounted  the  friends  and  benefad:ors  of  manland. 

In  thefe  and  the  like  cafes  we  may,  without 
offending,  intermeddle ;  in  doing  fo,  we  may  indeed 
truly  be  faid  to  be  quiet,  and  to  do  our  own  bufinefs ; 
becaufe  there  is  no  exorbitancy  or  diforder  in  fuch 
proceeding,  becaufe  God's  law  and  found  reafon 
have  appropriated  thefe  things  to  us,  and  made 
them  our  concernment.  There  is  no  bufinefs  more 
proper  or  pertinent  to  us  than  that  wherein  we  la- 
bour to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  or  to  procure 
the  good  of  men  5  this  is  the  principal  defign  of  our 
being,  and  therefore  employment  therein  dannot 
mifbccome  us  :  but  we  muft  however  in  fuch  cafes 
take  heed  that  our  pretences  are  real  and  well 
grounded,  that  our  proceedings  are  regular  and  fair  : 
we  muft  not  take  or  ufe  fuch  liberty  malicioufly ;  we 
muft  never,  out  of  hypocritical  pretence  to  the 
maiatenance  of  God's  honour,  of  public  good,  of 
juftice,  truth  or  peace,  be  irregularly  pragmatical  or 
turbulent.  This  is  to  be  doubly  bad,  adding  to 
the  irre^larity  of  offence  the  wickednefs  of  fraud 
and  mahc^. 

I.  We  ftiould  never  (out  of  ambition,  covetous 
defire,  or  felf-conceit)  fo  meddle  as  to  invade  any  ^ 
man's  office,  or  to  affume  the  exercife  of  it.  A  pri- 
vate man  fhould  not  prefume  to  aft  the  prince,  or 
the  ftatefman,  offering  to  control  thofe  who  are  - 
not  under  him,  to  deliberate,  debate,  determine  or 
pafs  cenfure  about  political  affairs  or  occurrences.  A 

VOL.  II.  F  f  layman 
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SERM. layman   Ihould  not  intrude   himfelf  to  adminifter 
XVIII.  the  (acred  functions  of  authoritative  teaching,  of  dif- 

penfing  the  facraments,  of  exerciiing  fpiritual  cea- 

fures,  of  defining  theological  controverfies,  which 
are  committed  to  the  guides  and  paftors  of  the 
church.  No  man  (hould  fet  himfelf  upon  the  tri- 
bunal to  judge,  or  undertake,  without  licence  or  in- 
vitation, to  arbitrate  the  caules  of  others  ;  doing 
thus,  is  to  encroach  upon  God,  and  to  ufurp  upon 
man :  we  encroach  upon  God,  affuming  to  our- 
felves  powers  not  derived  from  his  order,  and  defert- 
ing  the  ftation  affigned  us  by  his  providence  j  we 
ufurp  upon  man,  exercifing  ailthority  over  him, 
which  he  is  not  bound  to  ftoop  unto. 

a.  We  (hould  not,  without  call  or  allowance, 
meddle  with  our  fuperiors,  fo  as  to  advife  them,  to 
reprehend  them,  to  blame  or  inveigh  ^ainft  their 
proceedings ;  for  this  is  to  confound  the  right  order 
of  things,  to  trefpafs  beyond  the  bounds  of  our  call- 
ing and  ftation,  to  do  wrong,  not  only  to  them,  but 
to  the  public,  which  is  concerned  in  the  upholding 
their  power  and  refpeft  :  it  is  indeed  a  worfe  fault 
than  aflTumin^  the  cnfigns  of  their  dignity,  or  coun- 
terfeiting their  (lamps  ;  for  that  is  but  to  borrow  the 
femblance,  this  is  to  enjoy  the  fubftance  of  their  au- 
thority. 

Nothing  in  this  bufy  and  licentious  age  is  more 
ufual,  than  for  private  men  to  invade  the  office,  to 
exercife  the  duties,  to  canvafs  and  control  the  ac- 
tions of  their  fuperiors ;  difcu(fing  what  they  ought 
to  do,  and  prefcribing  laws  to  them ;  taxing  what  is 
done  by  them ;  murmuring  at  their  decrees,  and  in- 
veighing againft  their  proceedings:  every  one  is  find- 
ing holes  in  •the  date,  and  picking  quarrels  with  the 
conduft  of  political  affairs :  every  one  is  reforming 
and  fettling  the  public  according  to  models  firamcd 
in  his  own  conceit.  Things,  faith  one,  are  out  of  or- 
der; the  conftitution  is  very  defeftive,  and  ought  to 
be  corrcifted  ^  fuch  a  law  in  all  reafon  fhould  be  re- 
pealed^ 
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pealed,  and  fuch  an  one  enaded  :  here  our  ftatefmen  s  E  R  M, 
were  out  of  their  politics,  and  there  our  lawgivers  xviii. 
failed  in  point  of  equity  or  prudence.  No,  clamors 
another  no  lefs  eagerly,  all  things  ftand  as  well  as 
can  be;  nothing  can  be  amended,  or  ought  to  be  al* 
tered  ;  our  eftablifliment  in  all.  refpefts  is  more  per- 
fect than  Plato's  commonwealth,  or  the  ftate  of  Uto- 
pia. Thus  doth  each  man  appoint  himfelf  counfelbr 
of  ftate,  and  turns  legiilator  without  any  call  from 
the  king,  or  choice  of  the  country!  every  one  fnatch- 
eth  at  the  fceptre,  and  invefts  himfelf  with  the  fena- 
tor*s  robe  :  every  one  afteth  a  prince  and  a  biftiop, 
or  indeed  \t  rather  a  cenfor  and  controller  of  both 
orders;  not  confidering  the  wrong  he  committeth, 
nor  the  arrogance  he  praftifeth,  nor  the  mifchiefs 
which  naturally  enfue  upon  fuch  demeanour  :  for  to 
diredt  or  to  check  governors,  is  in  efFeft  to  exaucto- 
rate  or  depofe  them,  fubftituting  ourfclves  in  their 
room  :  and  what  greater  injury  can  we  do  them  or 
the  public  ?  To  fix  or  reverfe  laws,  belongeth  to  the 
higheft  authority  and  deepeft  wifdom,  which  it  is 
enormous  prefumption  for  us  to  arrogate  to  our- 
felves  :  by  attempting  fuch  things  we  confound  the 
ranks  of  men,  and  courfe  of  things;  we  ruffle  the 
world,  we  fupplant  public  tranquillity ;  and  what 
greater  mifchief  than  this  can  we  do  among  men  ? 

It  is  the  bufinefs  and  duty  of  thofe  whom  God 
hath  conftituted  his  reprefentatives  and  minifters  to 
deliberate  and  conclude  what  is  to  be  done ;  and  for 
the  due  performance  of  their  charge,  they  are  ac- 
countable to  their  maftcr,  not  to  us  ;  Nobis  obfequii 
gloria  reliSia  ejl^\  our  <1uty  and  our  privilege  (for  fo 
It  is,  if  we  could  underftand  it,  it  being  far  more  eafy 
and  fafe,)  it  is  to  fubmit  and  obey  with  quiet  and  pa-  ^ 
tience  ;  if  we  do  more,  we  are  therein  irregular,  and 
no  lefs  undutiful  to  God  than  to  our  fuperiors  ;  wc 

^   Tibi   fummum  renim  judicium  dli  dedere ;  nobis  obfequil 
gloria  rcli^^a  ctt.  M.  Tcrcnt,  afud  Tac,  Ann,  V,  C, 

V  f  2  for- 
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s  E  R  M.  forget  thofe  divine   rules  and  precepts ;  Where  the 
XVIII.  word  of  a  king  ss^  there  is  power  ;  and  who  may  fay  to 

himy  IVhat  dofl  thou  f    Submit  yourfelves  to  every  ordi* 

^c,c\ci,Vm.  fiance  of  man  for  the  Lord's  fake:  ]jo  all  things  without 
t?tt,\\,\i,.mur,mirings  and  difputings  :  we  confider  not  what 
Phil  ii  I  judgments  are  denounced  upon  thofe  whofe  charac- 
I  Pet. ii. loiter  it  is  /(?  defpife  government^  to  be  prefumptuous  and 
f elf  willed y  not  to  be  afraid  tofpeak  evil  of  dignities. 

We  do  not  weigh   the  nature  of  the  things  wc 
meddle   with,   nor   the  advantages  of  the  perfons 
whom  we  tax,  nor  our  own  incapacity  to  judge  right- 
ly about  them.     There  is  a  kind  of  facrednefs  in  the 
myfteries  of  ftate  :  as  the  myfteries  of  faith  do  fur- 
pafs  natural  reafon,  fo  do  thofe  of  ftate  tranfcend 
vulgar  capacity  :  as  pricfts  by  fpecial  grace  are  qua- 
lified beft  to  underftand  the  one,  fo  are  princes  by 
like  peculiar  affiftance  enabled  to  penetrate  the  for- 
mer.    He  that  employeth  them  in  that  great  work 
of  governing  the  world,  and  makcth  them  inftru- 
ments  of  his  providence,  is  not  wanting  in  affording 
to  them  diredion  and  aid  needful  for  the  difcharge 
of  their  duty  ;  whence  their  judgments  of  things  are 
fomewhat  more  than  human,  and  their  words  may 
Prov.  xvi.  with  us  pals  for  oracular  ;  A  divine  fentencey  the  wife 
king  faid,  is  in  the  lips  of  the  king ;  his  mouth  tranfgrejf- 
eth  not  in  judgment.   According  to  the  ordinary  reafon 
of  things,  they  are  beft  able  to  judge  of  fuch  things, 
being,  by  reafon  of  their  eminent  ftation,  able  to 
difcern  more  and  farther  than  others ;   having  by 
experience  and  conftant  praftice  acquired  a  truer  in- 
fight  into  things,  and  a  better  fkill  to  manage  them: 
whereas  we  being  placed  beneath  in  a  valley,  can 
have  no  good  profpedk  upon  the  grounds  and  caufes 
of  their  refolutions  and  proceedmgs :  we,  for  want 
of  fufficient  ufe  and  exercife,  cannot  fkill  to  balance 
the  contrary  weights  and  reafons  of  things ;  to  fur- 
mount  the  difficulties  and  rubs,  to  unfold  the  knots 
and  intrigues,  which  occur  in  affairs  of  that  kind : 
we  cannot  expcft  thofe  Ipecial  influences  of  light  and 

ftrength 
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ftrength  from  heaven  toward  judging  of  affairs,  which  s  E  r  m. 
do  not  properly  concern  us:  wherefore  we  are  alto-  xviii. 
gether  incompetent  judges,  and  impertinent  dealers  ^ 

about  thole  things  ;  it  is  great  odds,  that  in  doing 
fo  we  (hall  miftake  and  mifbehave  ourfelves  :  we 
coniequently  do  vainly  and  naughtily  to  meddle  with 
them.  If  the  love  of  public  good  doth  tranfport  us, 
let  us  reftrain  ourfelves. 

3.  We  fliould  not  indeed  fo  much  as  meddle  with 
the  affairs  of  our  equals,  (thofe  I  mean  not  who  do 
equal  us  in  dignity  or  worth,  but  all  fuch  who  are 
not  fubjedl  to  our  command  or  charge,  however 
otherwife  inferior  to  us  :  thofe,  I  fay,  we  Ihould  not 
meddle  with)  fo  as  to  control  or  crofs  them  ;  to  di- 
reft,  or  check,  or  cenfure  their  proceedings  againft 
their  will,  or  without  fpecial  reafon  engaging  us 
thereto :  for  this  is  alfo  to  ulurp  an  undue  authority, 
this  argueth  felf-conccit,  this  containeth  immodefty 
and  arrogance. 

4.  We  (hould  not,  without  the  defire  or  leave  of 
parties  concerned,  intermeddle  in  the  fmaller  tempo- 
ral interefts  of  others,  upon  pretence  to  further  them, 
or  with  defign  to  crofs  them  ;  for  every  man  (hould 
be  left  to  himfelf  to  choofe  and  to  manage  his  own 
bufinefs,  profecuting  it  in  the  method  he  beft  liketh, 
(con(iftent  with  law  and  juftice  toward  others)  with- 
out interruption  or  control :  every  man  hath  a  right 
to  do  fo,  every  man  defireth  it,  every  man  commonly 
hath  a  capacity  fufficient  for  it ;  for  each  man  is  apt 
to  ftudy  his  own  bufinefs,  to  weigh  his  cafe,  to  poife 
his  abilities  with  the  circumftances  in  which  he 
ilandeth  ;  and  thence  is  likely  to  get  righter  notions 
concerning  the  ftate  of  his  affairs,  to  defcry  better 
ways  of  accompli(hing  them,  than  others  lefs  regard- 
ing them  can  do :  every  man  is  beft  acquainted  with 
his  own  humour  and  temper,  and  thence  can  pick 
his  bu(inefs,  and  wind  the  management  of  it  fo  that 
it  (hall  comply  with  them,  or  not  grate  upon  them. 

F  f  3  How* 
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s  E  R  M.  However,  as  every  man  in  point  of  intereft  and  ho- 
XVIII.  nour  is  moft  concerned  in  the  fuccefe,  and  fufFcreth 

moft  by  fruftration  of  his  endeavours,  fo  it  is  equal 

that  a  free  choice  of  his  proceedings  (hould  be  aU 
lowed  him,  without  impediment  or  difturbance; 
which  enjoying,  he  will  more  contentedly  bear  any 
difappointment  that  (hall  happen.  This  efpecially 
we  fay,  in  refpeft  to  matters  of  leffer  confequencc, 
(fuch  as  moft  worldly  interefts  are)  by  the  ill  fuccels 
whereof  our  neighbour  is  not  extremely  damaged  or 
hurt ;  for  in  fuch  cafes  the  immodefty  and  arrogancy 
of  meddling,  with  the  vexation  and  trouble  it  is  apt 
to  work,  do  commonly  much  outweigh  any  benefit 
we  can  prefume  by  our  meddling  to  procure. 

5.  We  (hould  not  indeed  ever  in  matters  of  indif- 
ferent  and  innocent  nature  fo  far  meddle,  as,  without 
confiderable  reafon  or  need,  to  infringe  any  man's  li- 
berty, to  crofs  his  humour,  to  obftrud  his  pleafure, 
however  difcordant  thefe  may  be  to  our  judgment 
and  palate.  Evfcry  man  hath  a  particular  guft  for 
diet,  for  garb,  for  divertifements  and  difports,  (arif- 
ing  from  particular  complexion,  or  other  unaccount* 
able  caufes,)  and  fit  it  is  that  he  fhould  fatisfy  it ;  it 
is  epough  that  what  he  doth  feemeth  good,  and  re- 
lifheth  to  himfelf :  if  we  check  him  therein,  we  (hall 
feem  impertinent  and  troublefome,  and  therefore  we 
fhall  really  be  fo  j  for  it  is  not  our  office  to  be 
tafters,  to  be  dreflers,  to  be  matters  of  the  fports  to 
all  men :  we  in  fuch  matters  would  pleafe  our  own 
fancy,  and  therefore  we  (hould  not  about  them  of-* 
fend  othei-s  j  'tis  incivility,  'tis  injuftice  to  do  it. 

6.  We  (hould  never  offer  to  put  a  force  upon  any 
man's  inclination,  or  ftrive  to  bend  it  unto  a  compli- 
ance with  ours  ;  in  attempting  that  we  (hould  com- 
monly be  difappointed,  and  we  (hall  never  come 
fairly  off:  for  fome  are  fo  tou|h  they  will  never  yield 
to  us ;  none  will  comply  ^amft  the  grain,  without 
regret  and  difpleafure :  if  you  extort  a  compliance 

with 
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with  your  defire,  you  thereby  do  lofe  their  good  opi-  s  e  r  m. 
nion  and  good-will ;  for  no  man  liketh  to  be  over-  xviii. 
borne  with  violence  or  importunity. ^- 

7.  We  (hould  not  in  converfation  meddle  fo  as  to 
impofe  our  opinions  and  conceits  upon  others  :  in 
converfation  with  our  equals,  we  have  a  liberty  to 
propound  our  judgment,  and  dedare  our  reafon^  for 
It ;  but  if  our  judgment  doth  not  take,  nor  our  rea- 
fpns  perfuade,  we  (hould  have  done ;  to  prefs  farther 
is  rude,  to  be  difpleafed  for  it  is  vain,  to  be  angry  or 
violent  is  unjuft ;  for  by  the  law  of  converfation 
every  man  taketh  himfelf  to  have  an  abfolute  right 
to  ufe  and  follow  his  own  rcafon  -,  and  he  that  afFefts 
to  deprive  any  man  thereof,  will  pafs  for  a  p)etty  ty- 
rant, a  clown,  or  an  idiot.  To  retain  the  fatisfaftion 
which  our  own  perfuafion  affordeth,  is  enough  tp 
content  a  juft  and  fober  mind,  without  triumphing 
over  the  underftandings  of  others. 

8.  We  (hovild  not  ordinarily  in  converfe  afFeft  or 
undertake  to  teach  ;  for  this  implies  a  pretence  to  a  , 
kind  of  fuperiority,  and  a  preferring  ourfelves  to 
others  in  wifdom  ;  which  argue th  vanity,  and  is  of- 
fenfive  to  thofe  with  whom  we  converfe,  who  care 
not  to  be  dealt  with  as  difciples  or  underlings.  We 
may  with  our  equals  modeftly  difpute  the  cafe  upon 
even  ground,  as  fellow-ftudents  of  knowledge,  or 
advocates  of  truth;  but  we  muft  not  peremptorily 
dictate,  or  pronounce  with  authority,  hke  mafters  or 
judges. 

9.  We  fliould  indeed  be  cautious  of  interrupting  Nee  quid 
any  man's  difcourfe,  or  of  taking  his  words  out  of  X^Uomus 
his  mouth  :  for  this  is  a  rude  way  of  difpoffeffingaiiapcrtc 
men  of  that  which  by  common  law  of  fociety  theyj^^"^*  ^^ 
fuppole  themfelves  to  enjoy,  fpeaking  their  mind 
through,  and  perfecting  their  difcourie  ;  'tis  an  im- 
plicit accufation  of  impertinency  pr  weaknefs  in  their 
fpeech,  'tis  an  argument  that  we  deem  ourfelves  wifer 

than  they,  or  able  to  fpeak  more  to  the  purpofe;  it  is 
therefore  an  unlbciable  and  diftafteful  pradlice. 

F  f4  10.  We 
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$  E  R  M.  lo.  We  (hould  be  careful  of  intrenching  upon  any 
XVIII.  man's  modefty  in  any  way,  either  of  commendation 
■  or  difpraife,  fo  as  to  put  him  to  the  blulh,  or  to  ex- 

pofe  him  unto  fcorn.  Sober  men  care  not  to  be  the 
fubjefts  of  talk ;  no  man  can  endure  to  be  the  object 
of  fport :  we  (hould  not  therefore  thruft  any  man 
upon  the  ft^ge  j  'tis  vexatious,  and  therefore  always 
difcourteous,  fometimes  very  injurious. 

1 1.  It  is  good  to  be  ver>'  ftaunch  and  cautious  of 
talking  about  other  men  and  their  concernments,  in 
way  of  pafling  charafters  on  them,  or  defcanting 
upon  their  proceedings  for  want  of  other  difcourfe  : 
this  is  the  common  refuge  of  idlenefs,  and  the  prac- 
tice  of  fiddling  goffips,  who,  becaufe  they  will  do  no- 
thing themfelves,  muft  be  reflefting  upon  the  doings 
of  others ,  and  that  they  may  not  fay  nothing,  wfll 
talk  impertinently  :  ipxia^o^  xal  in^it^yoi,  St.  Paul 
well  coupleth  together,  that  is,  frivolous  tattlers  and 
bufyrhodies ;  and  withal  (faith  he  of  fuch  goffiping 
women,  i  Tim.  v.  13.)  they  learn  to  be  idle,  wander- 
ing about  from  houfe  to  houfe  ;  and  not  only  idle,  but  tat- 
lers  alfo,  and  bujy- bodies,  [peaking  things  which  they  ought 
not.  To  affba  talking  about  others,  is  indeed  a  great 
temptation  to  fpeaking  things  which  we  ought  not 
to  fpeak,  words  of  unjuft  and  uncharitable  obloquy. 

12.  Farther,  we  (hould  not  be  inquifitive  into  the 
de(igns  of  men,  for  this  (befide  the  vain  curio(ity  and 
inipertmency  of  fo  doing)  is  to  aflTail  their  modefty, 
and  an  adventure  to  vex  both  them  and  ourfelvcs ; 
thy  neighbour  perhaps  (as  moft  advifed  men  are)  is 

fcmfuX?^^.'''''^^''  keep  his  purpofe  clofe  to  himfelf;  then 
by  mquiry  thou  either  forceft  him  unwilHngly  to  dif- 
clofe  what  he  would  not,  or  to  give  thee  a  repulfc, 
which  he  liketh  not  to  do  ;  and  which  whenever  he 
doth  he  is  difpleafed  :  what  is  pumped  out  cbipes  up 
♦;x»wiur^  againft  nature,  and  bringeth  regret  with  it;  and  if 
r:^..a^o.  ^^  caniiot  get  any  thing  out,  we  yet  caufe  difturb- 
ance  within  ;  and  ourfelves  are  not  well  (atisfied  in 
the  difappointment.    * 

13.  Wc 
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13.  We  fhould  not  prefs  into  the  retirements  oFserm, 
men  ;  to  do  fo  is  not  only  immodeft  and  rude,  but  xviii. 
unjuft  :  'tis  immodeft  to  defire  to  know  from  any  ■ 
man  what  he  is  afliamed  or  unwilling  to  (hew :  *tis 

rude  to  difturb  any  man  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
lawful  freedom,  to  interrupt  him  in  his  converfationArcanum 
with  himfelf,  to  obftruft  his  private  fatisfaftions  :?cr«ab^« 
'tis  unjuft  to  bereave  a  man  of  that  leifure  and  op-uUiusun- 
portunity  which  he  poffefleth,  of  doing  that  whichc^^ic 
he  beft  liketh,  and  perhaps  is  greatly  concerned  in  ;fuinquctc- 
of  enjoying  his  own  thoughts,  of  meditating  uponf"^^J"^ 
his  concerns,  of  examining  his  ways,  of  compofing*'** 
his  paffions,  of  ftudying  truth,  of  devotion  and  in- 
tercourfe  with  his  God,  of  contriving  and  carrying 
on  in  any  wife  the  welfare  of  his  own  foul.     Why 
doth  he  retircybut  to  (liun  diverfion,  or  that  he  may 
be  mafter  of  his  time  and  thoughts  ?  Why  then  are 
we  fo  unkind,  or  fo  unjuft,  as  to  deprive  him  of 
thofe  contents  and  advantages  ? 

14.  We  ftiould  not  pry  or  peep  into  men's  fe- 
crets  J  it  is  a  pradlicc  upon  many  accounts  blame^ 
able. 

It  is  commonly  impertinent  curiofity  ;  for  men 
hide  things,  becaufe  they  do  not  think  others  con- 
cerned to  know  them ;  the  concealment  argueth  their 
opinion  to  be  fuch,  and  confequently  that  he  is 
fondly  curious  who  would  fearch  into  them :  fVhy 
(faid  he  well  to  one,  who,  feeing  him  carry  a  bafket 
covered,  did  afk  what  was  in  it)  dojl  thou  feek  to  knowy 
when  thoufeeji  it  cover ed^  that  thou  mayeft  fiot  know  *^  ? 

It  is  foully  difcourteous,  becaufe  offenfively  de- 
priving men  of  the  fatisfaftion  they  take  in  conceal- 
ing their  matters ;  encroaching  upon  the  innocent 
freedoms  which  they  would  enjoy,  without  rendering 
account  to  any  ;  trefpaffing  upon  their  balhfulnefs, 
or  fruftrating  their  difcretion ;    for  therefore  men 

choof« 
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s  E  K  M.  choofc  to  keep  things  clofe,  becaufe  they  like  not,  or 

XVII I.  judge  it  not  expedient  to  declare  them.  Take  no  heed 

• unto  all  words  that  arefpoken^  left  thou  hear  thyfervatU 

Ecdef.  ni.  ^i^yj^  thee^ 

^'*  It  is  alfo  grofsly  injurious  to  deal  thus,  for  it  is  a 

robbery  of  what  is  moft  dear  to  men ;  which  they 
with  more  care  referve  and  guard,  than  they  do  their 
gold  or  their  jewels  ;  fo  that  to  break  open  the  clo- 
fet  of  a  man's  breaft,  to  ranfack  his  mind,  to  pilfer 
away  his  thoughts,  his  affections,  his  purpofes,  may 
well  be  deemed  a  worfe  fort  of  burglary  or  theft, 
than  to  break  open  doors,  to  rifle  trunks,  or  to  pick 
pockets. 

It  is  a  prat5tice  in  the  common  opinion  of  men 
worthily  efteemed  very  diftioneft  and  treacherous; 
for  men  generally  do  fuppofe  each  other  to  be  under 
a  tacit,  but  well-undcrftood  compad,  obliged  mutu- 
ally (as  they  tender  greatly  the  retaining  their  own 
fecrets,  fo)  to  abftain  from  attempting  to  difcovcr 
the  fecrets  of  others ;  to  do  otherwife  is  therefore 
taken  for  an  aft  of  perfidious  enmity,  and  a  violation 
of  mutual  confidence. 

In  fine,  to  peep  into  chinks,  to  liften  at  doors  ot 
windows,  to  mind  whifpers,  to  dive  into  letters  and 
papers,  and  the  like  pradices,  are  the  pradlices  of  in- 
fidious  eves-droppers,  fpies,  and  fycophants,  which 
common  humanity  will  not  endure. 

Yea,  if  the  knowledge  of  what  our  neighbour 
would  conceal  doth  cafually  arrive  to  us,  it  is  advif- 
able  to  fmother  it,  'tis  inhumanity  to  reveal  it  to  his 
prejudice.     To  reveal  fecrets^  is  a  practice  condemned 

i»rov.xx.i9.m  Scripture  as  odious  and  bafe.    He  that  goeth  (dmt 

Vioi.xuj  I.  as  a  tale-bearer  J  revealeth  fecrets  :  J  tale-bearer  reveal- 
eth  fecrets;  but  he  that  is  of  a  faithful  fpiiit  concealetb 
the  matter. 

Mo^iirDTi         ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^P'  ^^  fcatter  reports  prejudicial 

tnrt%tir^     EccluS.  xix.   7.    lO. 

i^TTynt"     ^  ^^^^  ^^^  would  not  willingly  any  wife  know 
rwxvoSra^i  the  fccrets  of  others,  but  gladly  would  Ihun  them, 

although 
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although  oiFering  themfelves  to  his  knowledge  ;  thats  E  R  Mp 
he  may  be  freed  from  the  burden  of  keeping  them^  xvm, 
and  the  danger  of  venting  them,  to  the  diftafte, 
wrong,  or  prejudice  of  others :  and  he  is  commended 
for  his  difcretion,  who,  to  a  prince  afking  him.  What 
of  bis  he  fhould  impart  to  him  ?  replied,  Whatever,  you 
pleafey  except  your  fecrets  ^  Them  he  well  thought  un- 
fafe  to  keep,  and  dangerous  to  utter.  How  fooliQi 
then  is  it  voluntarily  to  intrude,  or  carefully  to  fearch 
into  them  ! 

15.  We  ihould  not  lie  in  wait  to  furprife  or  catch 
any  man  at  advantage,  to  overthrow  him  when  he 
trips,  to  infult  upon  his  miftake  or  his  difafter;  to  do 
thus  is  always  ill  manners,  'tis  fometimes  barbarous 
inhumanity.  Goodnefs  in  fuch  cafes  would  difpofe 
a  man  to  fupport,  relieve,  and  comfort  another,  if  he 
demandeth,  or  his  cafe  needeth  fuch  meddling. 

16.  Laftly,  we  (hould  never,  at  leaft  with  much 
earneftnefs,  meddle  with  affairs  more  properly  be- 
longing to  others,  and  which  we  do  not,  or  may  not 
handfomely  pretend  to  underftand  fo  well  as  others  : 
fuch  are  affairs  belide  our  profeflion,  which  if  we  un- 
derftand not,  *tis  a  folly,  in  a  peremptory  manner,  to 
treat  of  them  ;  if  we  dp  underftand  them,  'tis  yet  in- 
decent to  conteft  or  didate  about  them,  in  the  pre- 
fence  at  leaft  of  thofe  who  profefs  them  :  thus  ftiould 
private  men  beware  (at  leaft  in  that  magifterial  or 
eager  way)  to  meddle  with  political  affairs,  illiterate 
men  with  fcholaftical,  laymen  with  theological,  un- 
experienced men  with  any  fuch  matters,  the  compre- 
henfion  whereof  dependeth  upon  ikill  and  exercife  : 
no  man  (hould  be  forward  to  meddle  with  things 
extraneous  to  his  way  and  calling  :  doing  fo  is  wont 
to  create  much  offence,  it  hath  ufually  much  im- 
modefty  and  much  folly  in  it ;  often  it  containeth 
much  injuftice, 

'  Philippidcs  apud  Plut.  in  Apoph.  ad  Lyfimach.  T»>^  aoi,  J- 

Thefc 
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Thefe  are  fome  more  general  rules  concerning  the 
matter  in  hand :  I  (hould  now  (if  time  did  permit) 
infift  upon  fome  particular  kinds  of  meddling,  (ad- 
viccy  reproof  interpofing  in  contefts  :)  but  in  reg^  to 
your  patience,  I  Ihall  proceed  no  farther  at  pre- 
fent. 


SERMON 
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Of  Quietnefs,  and  doing  our  own  Bulinefs. 


1  Thess,  ivi  II. 


And  that  yejludy  to  be  quiets  and  to  do  your  own 
bufiiujs. 

IN  a  former  difcourfe  upon  thefe  words,  I  have  al-s  e  R  M. 
ready  (hewed,  xix. 

I.  In  what  cafes  it  is  allowable  or  commendable  to  > 
meddle  with  the  affairs  of  others.  ^ 

II.  Next,  I  propounded  (bme  general  rules  con- 
cerning this  matter,  according  to  which  we  may  dif- 
cern  in  what  cafes  meddling  with  the  affairs  of  others 
is  commonly  blameable.  Thus  far  I  have  pro- 
ceeded. 

III.  I  (hall  now  give  fome  dire6tions  concerning 
particular  kinds  of  meddling.  And  becaufe  they  are 
many,  I  (hall  at  prefent  only  infift  upon  three ;  (re- 
ferring others  to  other  occafions ;)  they  are,  advice^ 
reproof,  interpojing  in  coniejis,  and  contentions. 

I.  As  to  meddling  in  advice,  we  may  do  well  to 
obferve  thefe  diredtions. 

I.  Advife  not  (except  upon  call)  a  fuperior,  or 
one  more  eminent  than  thyfelf  in  authority,  in  dig- 
nity, or  in  age  :  for  he  that  offereth  to  advife,  doth 

thereby 
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s  E  R  M.  thereby  claim  to  himfelf  a  kind  of  fupcriority,  or  ex-* 
XIX.    cellence,  above  another  ;  and  it  is  not  well  confiftent 

■  —  with  the  reverence  and  refpeft  due  to  our  betters  to 
feem  to  do  fo.  They  (hould  be  wifer  than  we ;  at 
lead  it  becometh  us  not  to  declare  we  think  they  arc 
not.  If  they  a(k  advice,  we  may  without  prefump- 
tion  give  it,  fuppofing  it  to  be  not  fo  much  their  dc* 
feft  of  knowledge  as  prudent  caution,  which  makcth 
them  willing  to  hear  what  any  man  can  fay  to  the 
cafe  :  but  to  obtrude  it  on  them  argueth  we  think 
them  to  need  it,  and  ourfelves  able  to  diredt  them; 
which  is  prefumption,  and  will  pafs  for  arrogance. 

2.  We  fliould  not  indeed,  with  any  violence  or 
importunity,  thruft  advice  upon  our  equals,  or  upon 
any  man  not  fubjedt  to  our  charge,  who  is  unwilling 
to  receive  it ;  for  this  is  alfo  an  exalting  ourfelves  ia 
ikill  and  wifdom  above  him,  and  implieth  a  con- 
temptuous opinion  concerning  his  knowledge ;  that 
he  is  fo  weak  as  to  need  advice,  and  yet  more  weak 
in  not  feeking  it  when  needful  from  us  ;  which  prac- 
tice confifteth  not  with  modefty,  and  needs  muft 
breed  offence  :  it  is  indeed  unjuft  ;  for  every  man  of 
right  is  to  be  allowed  to  aft  by  his  own  advice,  and 
to  choofe  his  own  counfellors. 

3.  Be  not  obftinate  in  preffing  advice  :  if  he  that 
alketh  thy  counfel  do  not  like  it,  defift  ftx)m  urging 
farther,  and  reft  content.  If  thou  haft  performed  tl^ 
part  of  a  fiiithful  friend,  of  a  good  man,  of  a  chari- 
table Chriftian,  in  advifing  what  feemeth  bcft  to 
thee,  that  may  abundantly  latisfy  thee  ;  for  the  reft, 
ipfe  videritj  'tis  his  concernment  more  than  thine :  if 
thou  pretendeft  that  he  muft  follow  thy  advice,  or 
art  difpleafcd  becaufe  he  doth  not  fo,  thou  makeft 
thyfelf  a  commander,  not  a  counfellor ;  the  which  to 
appoint  thee,  was  befide  his  intention ;  he  meant  to 
feek  thy  help,  not  to  forfeit  his  own  liberty ;  and 
thou  art  not  juft  in  pretending  to  fo  much. 

4.  Affeft  not  to  be  a  counlellor,  nor  let  any  con- 
fiderations  (except  of  friendOiip,  humanity,  or  cha- 
rity,) 
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rity,)  eafily  difpofe  thee  to  accept  the  office:  it  is  not  s  E  r  m. 
worth  the  while  to  undertake  it  as  a  matter  of  repu-    xix. 
tion,  or  becaufe  it  feeineth  to  argue  a  good  opinion  ■    ■ 
concerning  thy  fkill  and  ability  ;  for  it  is  a  critical 
and  dangerous  thing  to  advife,  becaufe  if  the  bufinefs 
fucceedeth  well  according  to  thy  advice^  the  princi- 
pal ufually  carrier h  away  the  profit  and  the  praife  ; 
his  judgment,   his  induftry,  his    fortune    are  ap- 
plauded ;    little  commendation   or  benefit  acrueth 
to  the  counfellor.  But  if  it  profper  not,  the  main 
weight  of  blame  is  furely  laid  upon  him  that  ad- 
vifed  the  courfe.   If  you  (faith  the  party,  and  lay 
the  lookers  on)  had  not  thus  direfted,  it  had  not  thus 
fallen  out. 

5.  Wherefore  it  is  commonly  expedient  not  to  ad- 
vife otherwife  than  with  refervation  and  diffidence  : 
it  is,  we  may  fay,'  the  moft  probable  courfe  I  know, 
but  I  queflion  whether  it  will  fucceed  ;  I  hope  well 
of  it,  but  do  not  thoroughly  confide  therein.  This 
modeft  and  difcreet  way,  whatever  the  event  (hall 
be,  will  flielter  thee  firom  blame  j  yea,  will  advance 
the  reputation  of  thy  fagacity ;  for  if  it  fail,  thy  rea- 
fon  to  fulpeft  will  be  approved ;  if  it  profper,  the . 
goodnefs  of  thy  judgment  will  be  applauded : 
whereas  the  confident  diredtor,  if  fuccefs  croffeth  his 
advice,  is  exclaimed  upon  for  his  rafhnefs ;  if  fuc- 
cefe  favoureth,  he  is  not  yet  admired  for  his  wifdom, 
becaufe  he  feemed  to  be  fure  5  it  being  more  ad- 
mirable to  guefs  the  bed  among  doubtful  things^ 
than  to  determine  that  which  is  certain.  So  much 
for  meddling  about  advice. 

II.  For  reproof y  (which  is  neceflary,  and  a  duty 
upon  fome  occafions,)  we  may  do  well  to  follow  thefe 
diredtions. 

I.  Reprove  not  a  fuperior ;  for  it  is  exercifing  aicvie.  xix^ 
power  over  him,  and  a  punifhing  him  ^  we  thereby  ^^.^^^^'^^ 
therefore  do  foar  above   our  pitch,  we  confound 
ranks,  and  pervert  the  order  fettled  among  men;  the 
praftice  containeth  irreverence  and  prefumption,  it 

feemeth 
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sERM.feemeth  injurious,  and  is  ever  odious.     What   the 

XIX.   minifters  of  God,  or  fpiritual  paftors,  do  in  this  kind, 

they  do  it  by  fpecial  commiifion,  or  inftinft,  (as  the 

prophets  in   reprehending  princes    and    priefts,   as 

St.  John  Baptift  in  reproving  Herod;)  or  as  ordinary 

iieb.  xiii.  Superiors  in  the  cafe  of  fpiritual  guidance,  being  Jet 

17.  over  us  for  that  purpofe,  and  watching  for  our  foids^ 

for  which  they  mufi  render  an  account :  yet  they  miift 
do  it  with  great  moderation  and  difcretion :  n^fo-Cur^tt 

iTim.v.i.ju.^  €iri7rAiig*jc,  Rebulce  not  an  elder y  (or  one  more  aged 
than  thyieif )  hut  intreat  him  as  a  father  j  (that  is,  advife 
him  in  the  moft  refpedful  and  gentle  manner,)  is  the 
charge  of  St.  Paul  to  biftiop  Timothy.  In  cafe  of 
grievance  or  fcandal,  it  becometh  inferiors  not  proudly 
or  peremptorily  to  criminate  and  tax,  but  humbly  to 
remonftrate  and  fupplicate  for  redrefs. 
.  2.  Reprove  not  ralhly,  and  without  certain  cogni- 
zance of  the  faft ;  for  to  reprove  for  things  not  done, 
or  (which  in  moral  reckoning  is  the  fame)  for  things 
not  apparent,  is  both  unjuft,and  argueth  a  malignant 
difpofition  :  it  is  unjuft  to  punilh  fo  much  as  the 
modefty  of  any  man,  without  clear  evidence  and 
proof;  it  is  malignity  to  fufpedt  a  man  of  ill,  it  is 
calumny  to  charge  blame  on  him  upon  flender  pre- 
tences, or  doubtful  furmifes. 

3.  Reprove  not  alfo  ralhly  as  to  the  point  of 
right,  or  without  being  able  to  convince  the  matter 
to  be  afluredly  culpable  :  to  reprove  for  things  not 
bad,  or  not  unqueftionably  fuch  (for  things  that  are, 
or  perhaps  may  be  indifferent  and  innocent)  is  alfo 
unjuft,  and  fignifieth  a  tyrannical  difpofition:  'tis 
unjuft  any  wife  to  punifti  a  man  without  clear  war- 
rant of  law  :  'tis  tyrannical  to  impofe  upon  men  our 
conceit,  or  to  perfecute  them  for  ufing  their  liberty, 
following  their  judgment,  or  enjoying  their  humour; 
which  in  effed:  we  do  when  we  reprove  them  for 
that  which  we  cannot   prove  blaqieable  :    'tis,  St. 

Jam.iv.  1  I.James  i^Aihy  a  judging  the  lazv^  or  charging  it  with  de- 
fed,  when  we  condemn  perfons  for  things  not  prohi- 
bited 
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bited   by  it :  He^  faith    the  Apoftle,  that  fpeakeih^  e  rm. 
againjl  his   brother^  and  judgeth  his  brother ^  fpeaketh    xix. 
againft  the  law^  and  judgeth  the  law.  ■ 

Both  thefe  kinds  of  rafh  reproof  are  very  inconve-  ' 
nient,  as  breeding  needlefs  offence  and  endlefs  con- 
tention ;  for  whoever  is  thus  taxed,  will  certainly 
take  it  ill,  dnd  will  contend  in  his  own  defence  :  no 
man  patiently,  for  no  fufficient  caufe  or  fure  ground, 
will  lie  under  the  ftroke  of  reproof,  which  always 
fmarteth,  but  then  enrageth  when  it  is  fuppofed  to 
be  inflifted  unjuftly  or  malicioufly  :  even  thofe  who 
contentedly  will  bear  friendly  reproof,  can  worfe 
brook  to  be  caufelefsly  taxed. 

4.  Reprove  not  for  flight  matters,  for  fuch  faults 
or  defefts  as  proceed  from  natural  frailty,  from  inad- 
vertency, from  miftake  in  matters  of  fmall  confe- 
quence;  for  it  is  hard  to  be  juft  in  fuch  reproof,  Mitcm  ani- 
or  fo  to  temper  it  as  not  to  exceed  the  meafure  of^J^J^j^^^^ 
blame  due  to  fuch  faults  :  they  occur  fo  often,  that  dicis  crron- 
we  fliould  never  ceafe  to  be  carping,  if  we  doit  upon  j"^^^^^"^^^^^^ 
fuch  occafions  ;  it  is  not  worth  the  while,  it  is  not 
handfome  to  fcem  difpleafed  with  fuch  little  things ; 

it  is  fpending  our  artillery  upon  a  game  not  worth 
the  killing.  Reproof  is  too  grave  and  (lately  a  thing 
to  be  proftituted  upon  fo  mean  things;  to  ufe  it 
upon  fmall  caufe,  derogateth  from  its  weight,  when 
there  is  confiderable  reafon  for  it;  friend  (hip,  charity, 
and  humanity  fhould  cover  fuch  offences.  In  fine, 
it  is  unfeemly  to  reprove  men  for  fuch  things  as  all 
men,  as  themfelves  are  fo  continually  fubjeft  unto: 
it  is  therefore  better  to  let  fuch  things  pafs  without 
any  mark  of  difpleafure  or  diflike. 

5.  Reprove  not  unfeafonably  ;  not  when  a  pcr- 
fon  is  indifpofed  to  bear  reproof,  or  unfit  to  profit 
thereby  ;  not  when  there  is  likely  to  be  no  good 
effeft  come  from  it ;  when  thou  (halt  only  thereby 
conjure  up  an  evil  fpirit  of  difpleafure  and  enmity 
againd  thyfelf.  Reproof  is  a  thing  of  itfelf  not  _ 
good  or  pleafant,  but  fometimes  needful,  becauie 

VOL.    II.  G  g  whole- 
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s  E  R  M.wholefome  and  good,  in  order  to  the  end  ;  it  fhouW 
XIX.   therefore  be  adminiftered  as  phyfic,  then  only  when 

• the  patient  is  fit  to  receive  it,  and  it  may  lerve  to 

correft  his  diftemper ;  othcrwife  you  will  only  make 
him  more  fick,  and  very  angry. 

It  is  ever  almoft  unfeafonable  to  reprove  fome 
perfons,  as  (corners,  impudent,  incorrigibly  profligate 
perfons,  who  will  hate  the  reprover  without  regard- 

prov.ix.  7,ing  the  reproof:  He  that  reproveth  a  f corner  getteth  to 

$.xr.  xa.  hiffijeij^ Jhame  \  and  be  that  rebuketh  a  wicked  man  get • 
reth  bimfelf  a  blot.  Repro've  not  a  /corner j  left  be  hate 
thee.  To  be  maligned,  to  be  derided,  to  be  afperfcd 
with  reproach  and  flander,  is  all  one  (hall  get  by  re- 
proving fuch  perfons  ;  it  is  both  proftituting  good 
advice,  and  expofing  one's  felf  to  mifchief,  as  our 

M»tt.¥ii.6.Saviour  intimateth  m  that  prohibition  :  Give  not 
that  which  is  holy  unto  dogSy  neither  caft  your  pearls  be* 
fore  Jwine^  left  ihey  trample  them  under  their  feet^  and 
turn  agaht  and  rend  you. 

As  fuch  men  ever,  fo  mod  men  in  fome  feafons 
are  uncapable  of  reproof;  fo  are  men  in  calamity, 
who  are  difcompofed  by  grief,  the  which  is  rather 
to  be  mitigated  by  comfort  than  increafed  and  exaf- 
perated  by  blame ;  fo  are  men  in  a  paflTion,  who  have 
no  ears  to  hear,  no  reafon  to  judge,  no  will  to  com« 
ply  with  advice  :  reproof  is  apt  to  produce  rather 
anger  and  ill-blood,  than  any  contrition  or  kindly 
remorfe  in  perfons  fo  a(fefted. 

It  is  alfo  ufually  not  feafonable  to  reprove  mea 
publicly,  when  their  modeily  is  highly  put  to  it,  and 
their  reputation  grievoufly  futfereth ;  for  this  is  an 
extreme  fort  of  puni(hment,  and  is  taken  for  needlefs; 
it  is  extreme,  becaufe  men  had  rather  fuflfer  any  way 
than  in  their  honour ;  it  is  deemed  needlefs^  becaufe 
it  may  be  adminiftered  privately. 

6.  Reprove  mildly  and  fweetly,  in  the  calmcft 
manner,  in  the  gentleft  terms;  not  in  a  haughty 
or  imperious  way,  not  haftily  or  fiercely  ;  not  with 
four  looks,  or  in  bitter  language ;  for  thefe  ways  do 

beget 
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beget  all  the  evil,  and  hinder  the  beft  effcdts  of  rc-s  e  r  m. 
proof:  they  do  certainly  enfiame  and  difturb  the    xix. 

perfon   reproved;   they   breed  wrath,  difdain,  and — 

hatred  againft  the  reprover;  but  do  not  fo  well  en- 
lighten the  man  to  fee  his  error,  or  affeft  him  with 
kmdly  fenfe  of  his  mifcarriage,  or  difpofe  him  tp 
corred  his  fault  :  fuch  reproofs  lot)k  rather  hke  the 
waunds  and  perfecutions  of  enmity,  than  as  remedies 
miniftered  by  a  friendly  hand;  they  harden  men  with 
flomach  and  fcorn  to  mend  upon  fuch  occafion. 
If  reproof  doth  not  favour  of  humanity,  it  fignlfieth 
nothmg;  it  muft  be  like  a  bitter  pill  wrapped  in  gold, 
and  tempered  with  fugar,  otherwife  it  will  not  go 
down,  or  work  efFeftually. 

7,  AfFeft  not  to  be  reprehenfive ;  feem  not  wil- 
lingly to  undertake  the  place  of  a  reprover ;  appear 
to  be  merely  drawn  thereto  by  fenfe  of  duty,  or  ex- 
igency of  friendlhip,  or  conftraint  of  charity  and 
good- will.  For  to  affeft  reproving,  is  a  fign  of  ill- 
nature  and  arrogance,  that  we  delight  to  obferve  the 
faults,  that  we  love  to  infult  upon  the  infirmities  and 
infelicities  of  other  men  ;  which  is  the  part  of  a  do- 
mineering and  cruel  humour.  A  truly  good  man  ^ 
indeed  would  be  glad  to  be  excufed  from  the  office; 
it  is  the  moft  unpleafant  thing  he  can  do  to  be 
raking  in  men*s  fores,  and  caufing  fmart  to  his  neigh- 
bours ;  far  more  gladly  therefore  would  he  be  com- 
mending their  good  deeds,  and  cherifhing  their  vir- 
tue* Nothing  therefore  but  confcience  and  charity 
can  put  him  on  this  employment.  But  fo  much  for 
meddling  in  reproof. 

III.  Another  kind  of  meddling  is,  interpojing  in  the 
contefts  and  contentions  of  others.  As  to  this,  we 
may,  briefly,  do  well  to  obferve  thefe  diredtions.  ♦ 
I .  We  fliould  never  meddle,  fo  as  to  raife  dif- 
fenfions,  or  to  do  fuch  things  as  breed  them  :  we 
fliould  by  no  means  create  mi funder (landings,  or 
diftaftes,  between  our  neighbours :  wc  (hould  not  in- 
fill jealoufies,  or  furmifes :  we  fliould  not  mifcon- 
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s  E  R  M.ftrue  words  or  aftions,  to  an  offenfive  fenfc  or  confc* 
XIX.    quence :    we  (hould  not  convey  fpiteful  tales :    wc 

■  fhould  not  difclofe  the  fecrets  of  one  to  another. 

Thefc  praftices  engender  enmity  and  ftrife  among 
men ;  and  are  therefore  inhuman,  or  rather  dia- 
bolical i  for  the  devil  is  the  great  make-bate  in  the 
world. 

2.  We  (hould  not  foment  diffenfions  already  com- 
menced, blowing  up  the  coals  that  arc  kindled,  by 
abetting  the  llrife,  or  aggravating  the  caufes  thereof; 
it  is  not  good  to  ftrengthen  the  quarrel,  by  fiding 
with  one  part,  except  that  part  be  notorioufly  op- 
prefled  or  abufed:  in  fuch  a  cafe  indeed,  whenjuflicc 
callcth  for  them,  we  may  lend  our  advice  and  aflift- 
ance;  and  may  bear  the  inconvenience  of  being  en- 
gaged, as  Mofes  honeftly  and  generoufly  did,  when  he 
fuccoured  his  brother  that  fuffered  wrong ;  otherwife 
it  is  advilable  to  keep  ourfelves  out  of  the  fray,  that 
we  do  not  encourage  it  by  our  taking  part,  and  in- 
volve ourfelves  in  the  mifchiefs  of  it. 

3.  Er|)ecially  we  fhould  not  make  ourfelves  parties 
in  any  faction,  where  both  fides  are. eager  and  paf- 
fionate  ;  for  then  even  they  who  have  the  jufter  caufe 
are  wont  to  do  unjuft  things,  in  which  it  is  hard  for 
any  man  engaged  not  to  have  (hare,  at  leaft  not 
to  undergo  the  imputation  of  them  ;  it  is  wifdom 

^         therefore  in  fuch  cafes  to  hold  o(F,  and  to  retain  a 
kind  of  indifferency;  to  meddle  with  them  is,  (as  the 
ProT.xxvi.  Wife  Man  faith)  to  take  a  dog  by  the  ears  ;  which  be 
'''  that  doth,  can  hardly  take  care  enough  of  his  fin- 

gers. 

4.  We  (hould  not  interpofe  ourfelves  (without  in- 
vitation) to  be  arbitrators  in  points  of  difference  ; 
•we  may  cautioufly  mediate  perhaps,  or  advife  to 
agreement  ;  but  not  pretend  as  judges  with  autho- 

oiirftfrra.  Hty  to  dccide  the  controverfy  :  this  favoureth  of  ar- 

^•*^"^*|rogance,  this  will  work  trouble  to  us,  and  bring  the 

^^•^.Anj,  difpleafure  of  both  (ides  upon  us;  it  is  hard,  in  doing 

fo,  to  avoid  becoming  parties,  and  offending  one  (5dc. 

Our 
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Our  Lord  therefore  did,  we  fee,  wave  this  office,  and  s  e  r  m. 
put  off  the  invitation  with  a,  IVho  made  me  a  divider^    xix. 
iff  a  judge  between  you  ?  " 

5.  If  we  would  at  all  meddle  in  thefe  cafes,  it 
fhould  be  only  in  endeavouring,  by  the  moft  fair 
and  prudent  means,  to  renew  peace,  and  reconcile 
the  diffenters  ^  if  we  can  by  exhortation  and  perfua* 
iion  to  peace,  by  removing  mifprifions,  by  reprefent- 
ing  things  handfomely,  by  mitigating  their  paffions, 
bring  them  to  good  terms,  this  is  a  laudable  med- 
dling, this  is  a  bleffed  praftice.  So  I  leave  this  parti- 
cular, and  finifli  the  direftive  part  of  my  difcourfe. 

IV.  I  (hall  now  farther  only  briefly  propofe  fome 
confiderations  inducing  to  quietnefs,  and  difluafive 
from  pragmatical nefs ;  fuch  as  arife  from  the  na- 
ture, properties,  caufes,  and  effects  of  each ;  ferving 
to  commend  the  one,  and  difparage  the  other. 

1 .  Confider  that  quietnefs  is  juft  and  equal,  prag- 
maticalnefs  is  injurious.  When  we  contain  ourfelves 
quiet,  and  mind  only  our  own  bufinefs,  we  allow 
every  man  his  right,  we  harm  no  man's  repute  ;  we 
keep  ourfelves  within  our  bounds,  and  trefpafs  not  on 
the  place  or  intereft  of  our  neighbour ;  we  difturb 
not  the  right  order  and  courfc  of  things  :  but  in  be- 
ing pragmatical,  we  do  wrongfully  deprive  others  of 
their  right  and  liberty  to  manage  their  bufinefs  ;  we 
prejudice  their  credit,  imphcitly  charging  them  with 
weaknefsand  incapacity  to  difpatch  their  affairs  with- 
out our  diredlion  ;  we  therefore,  upon  our  own  un* 
equal  and  partial  judgment,  do  prefer  and  advance 
ourfelves  above  them  ;  we  affume  to  ourfelves  in 
many  refpeds  more  th^ln  our  due,  withdrawing  it 
from  others.  In  fine,  no  man  loveth  that  others 
Ihould  invade  his  office,  or  intrude  into  his  bufinefs  ; 
therefore  in  juftice  every  man  (hould  forbear  doing 
fo  toward  others. 

2.  Quietnefs  fignifieth  humility,  modefty,  and  fo- 
briety  ot  mind  ;  that  we  conceit  not  ourfelves  more 
wife  than  our  neighbour;  that  we  allow  every  man 
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s  E  R  M.his  (hare  of  difcretion  ;  that  wc  take  others  for  aWe 
XIX.  and  ikilfiil  enough  to  underftand  and  manage  their 

i-- — ^  own  affairs :  but  pragmaticalnefs  argueth  much  over- 
weening and  arrogance ;  that  we  take  ourfelves  for 
the  only  men  of  wifdora,  at  leaft  for  more  wife 
than  thofe,  into  whofe  bufinefs  we  thruft  ourfelves. 

3.  Quietnefs  is  beneficial  to  the  world,  preferving. 
the  general  order  of  things,  difpofing  men  to  keep 
within  their  rank  and  ftation,  and  within  the  fpherc 
of  their  power  and  ability,  regularly  attending  to  the 
work  and  bufinefs  proper  to  them;  whereby  as 
themfelves  do  well,  fo  the  public  doth  thrive:  but 
pragmaticalnefs  difturbeth  the  world,  confounding 
things,  removing  the  diftinftion  between  fuperior, 
inferior,  and  equal,  rendering  each  man's  bufinefs  un- 
cer4:ain ;  while  fome  undertake  that  which  belongeth 
not  to  them  :  one  bufy-body  often  (as  we  find  by 
experience)  is  able  to  difturb  and  pefter  a  whole  fo- 
ciety. 

4.  Quietnefs  preferveth  concord  and  amity :  for 
no  man  is  thereby  provoked,  being  fufFered  undif- 
turbedly  to  proceed  in  his  courfe,  according  to  his 
mind  and  pleafure :  but  pragmaticalnefs  breedeth 
diflenfions  and  feuds  :  for  all  men  are  ready  to  quar- 
rel with  thofe,  who  offer  to  control  them,  or  crofe 
them  in  their  way ;  every  man  will  be  zealous  in 
maintaining  his  privilege  of  choofing,  and  afting  ac- 
cording to  his  choice  ;  and  cannot  but  oppofe  thofc, 
who  attempt  to  bereave  him  of  it ;  whence  between 
the  bufy-body  alTailing,  and  others  defending  their 
liberty,  combufl:ions  muft  arife. 

5.  Quietnefs  to  the  perfon  endued  with  it,  or 
praftifing  it,  beget teth  tranquillity  and  peace ;  for 
he  that  letteth  others  "alone,  and  cometh  in  no  man's 
way,  no  man  will  be  apt  to  difquiet  or  crofs  him ; 
he  keepeth  himfelf  out  of  broils  and  faftions  :  but 
the  buiy  body  createth  vexation  and  trouble  to  him- 
felf; others  will  be  ready  to  moleft  him  in  his  pro- 
ceedings, becaufe  he  difturbeth  them  in  theirs :  he 

that 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Of  Quieinrfs^  and  dmtg  o»r  own  Bufinefi.  455 

that  will  have  a  fickle  in  anotheFs  com,  or  an  oar  in  s  S  it  M. 
every  man's  boat,  no  wonder  if  his  fingers  be  rap-     xix. 
ped  ;  men  do  not  more  naturally  brufli  off  flies,  ■ 

which  buz  about  their  ears,  fit  upon  their  faces  or 
hands,  and  fling  or  tickle  them,  than  they  flrive  to 
drive  away  clamorous  and  encroaching  bufy -bodies. 
Let  J  faith  St.  Peter,  none  of  yo^fuffer  as  a  hufy-body  in  lPet.^f.l5. 
other  mens  matters ;  it  is,  he  intimateth,  a  pratftice 
whereby  a  man  becomcth  liable  to  fuflfer,  or  which 
men  are  apt  to  punifli  foundly  :  and  fo  the  Wife 
Man,  implying  the  fondnefs  and  danger  of  it,  //i?,  Prov.  xjw, 
faith  he,  that  fajfeth  by^  and  meddUtb  with  frife  not  *^* 
belongmg  to  bim^  is  like  otte  that  taketh  a  dog  by  the  ears ; 
that  is,  without  any  probable  good  effeft,  he  pro- 
voketh  a  creature  that  will  fnarl  at  him,  and  bite 
him. 

6.  Quietnefs  is  a  decent  and  lovely  thing,  as  fig- 
nif}'ing  good  difpolition,  and  producing  goodeffeft^; 
but  pragmaticalnefs  is  ugly  and  odious.  Every  map 
gladly  would  be  a  neighbour  to  a  quiet  perfpn,  as 
who  by  the  fteady  calmnefs  and  fmoothnel's  of  his 
humour,  the  inofFenfive  flillnefs  and  fweetnefs  of  his 
demeanour,  doth  afford  all  the  pleafure  of  converfa- 
tion,  without  any  crofs  or  trouble.  But  no  man 
willingly  would  dwell  by  him,  who  is  apt  ever  to 
be  tnfefting  him  by  his  turbulent  humour,  his  ob- 
flreperous  talk,  his  tumultuous  and  furious  carriage; 
who,  upon  all  occafions,  without  invitation  or  con- 
fent,  will  be  thrufling  in  his  eyes,  his  tongue,  his 
hand  ;  prying  into  all  that  is  done,  dilating  this  or 
that  courfe,  taxing  all  proceeding,  ufurping  a  kind 
of  jurifdiftion  over  him  and  his  aftions:  no  man 
will  like,  or  can  well  endure  fuch  a  neighbour.  It 
is  commonly  obferved,  that  pride  is  not  only  abomi- 
nable to  God,  but  loathfome  to  man ;  and  of  all 
prides,  this  is  the  moft  offenfive  and  odious :  for  the 
pride  which  keepeth  at  home,  within  a  man's  heart  ^ 

or  fancy,  not  ifluing  forth  to  trouble  others,  may  in- 

G  g  4  deed 
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S  E  R  M.deed  well  be  defpifed,  as  hugely  filly  and  vain  ;  but 
XIX.    that   which  breaketh  out   to  the  difturbance  and 
.  ■■  vexation  of  others,  is  hated  as  moleftful  and  mif- 

chievous, 

7.  Quietnefs  adorneth  any  profeffion,   bringing 
credit,  refpcft,  and  love  thereto ;  but  pragmatical- 
nefs  is  fcandalous,  and  procureth  odium  to  any  party 
or  caufe  :  men  ufually  do  cloak  their  pragmatical 
behaviour  with  pretences  of  zeal  for  public  good,  or 
of  kindnefs  to  fome  party,  which  they  have  elpoufed; 
but  thereby  they  do  really  call  reproach,  and  draw 
prejudice  upon  their  fide  :  if  it  be  a  good  caufe, 
they  do  thereby  wrong  it,  making  it  to  partake  of 
the  blame  incident  to  fuch  carriage,  as  if  it  did  pro- 
duce or  allow  diforder ;  if  it  be  a  bad  caufe,  they 
wrong  themfelves,  a^avating  the  guilt  of  their  ad- 
herence thereto  ;  for  it  is  a  lefs  fault  to  be  calm  and 
remifs  in  an  ill  way,  than  bufy  or  violent  in  pro- 
moting it.     Nothing  hath  wrought  more  prejudice 
to  religion,  or  hath  brought  more  difparagement 
upon  truth,  than  boifterous  and  unfeafonable  zeal; 
pretending  in  ways  of  paflion,  of  fiercenefs,  of  rude- 
nefs  to  advance  them  :  a  quiet  feftary  doth  to  moft 
men*s  fancy  appear  more  lovely,  than  he  that  is  fu- 
iPct.ui.4.rioufly  and  fadioully  orthodox:  the  ornament  of  a 
meek  and  quiet  fpirit  isy  faith  St.  Peter,  in  God's  f^bi^ 
of  ^rec^t  price  \  and  it  is  alfo  very  eftimable  In  the 
opinion  of  men. 
T«Sm<)it».     8.  Quiet  is  a  fafe  praftice,  keeping  men  not  only 
^^/J^'y^'JJ,'' from  needlefs  encumbrances  of  bufinefs,  but  from 
/Sof  ixivSu»(>vthe  hazards  of  it,  or  being  charged  with  its  bad  fuc- 
Ii*F;!^*y?*  cefs :  but  pragmatical nefs  is  dangerous  ;  for  if  things 
ckryf.  apuJg,)  ill,  the  meddler  furely  will   be  loaded  with  the 
°'"'         blame  ;  the  profit  and  commendation  of  profperitics 
will  accrue  to  the  perfons  immediately  concerned ; 
but  the  difafter  and  damage  will  be  imputed  to  thofe 
who  meddled  in  the  bufinefs  ;  to  excufe  or  eafethem- 
f^lves^  men  will  call  the  dif^race  on  thofe  who  did 

pro- 
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projeft  or  further  the  undertaking :  he  therefores  that  s  e  r  m, 
would  be  fecure,  let  him  be  quiet ;  he  that  loveth    xix. 
peril  and  trouble,  let  him  be  pragmatical.  ■■ 

9.  It  is  confequently  a  great  point  of  difcretion  to 
be  quiet,  it  yielding  a  man  peace  and  fatety  without 
any  trouble ;  and  it  is  a  manifeft  folly  to  be  pragma- 
tical, it  being  only  with  care,  pains,  and  trouble,  to  / 
feek  diflatisfadion  to  others,  and  danger  to  himfelf ; 

it  being  ajfo  to  affeft  many  not  only  inconveniences,  « 

but  impoflibilities. 

Is  it  poflible  for  any  man  to  grafp  or  compafs  an 
infinity  of  bufinefs  ?  Yet  this  the  pragmatical  man 
feemeth  to  drive  at ;  for  the  bufinefles  of  other  men 
are  infinite,  and  into  that  abyfs  he  plungeth  himfelf, 
who  paffeth  beyond  his  own  bounds  ;  by  the  fame 
xeafon  that  he  meddleth  with  any  befide  his  own,  he 
may  undertake  all  the  affairs  in  the  world ;  fo  he  is 
fure  to  have  work  enough,  but  fruit  furely  little 
enough  of  his  pains. 

Is  it  imaginable,  that  we  can  eafily  bring  others 
to  our  bent,  or  induce  men  to  fubmit  their  bufinefs 
to  our  judgment  and  humour  ?  Will  not  he  that  at- 
tempteth  fiich  things,  aflTuredly  cxpofe  himfelf  to 
difappointment  and  regret  ?  Is  it  not  therefore  wif- 
dom  to  let  every  man  have  his  own  way,  and  purlue 
his  concernments  without  any  check  or  control 
from  us  ? 

10.  We  may  alfo  confider,  that  every  man  hath*oyxB>t 
bufinefs  of  his  own  fufficient  to  employ  him  ;  to  ex-^JJf/y 
crcife  his  mind,  to  exhauft:  his  care  and  pains,  to  iakc^j^u 
up  all  his  time  and  leiiure.    To  fl:udy  his  own  near£^' 
concernments,  to  provide  for  the  neceffities  and  con- 
veniences of  his  life,  to  look  to  the  interefl^  of  his 

foul,  to  be  diligent  in  his  calling,  to  difcharge  faith-.^^^.^^^^^ 
fully  and  carefully  all  his  duties  relating  to  GodiTwiKxx/fiw 
and  man,  will  abundantly  employ  a  man  ;  well  it  isj^/*  **^ 
if  fome  of  them  do  not  encumber  and  diftradt  him  :  ^^"ow.  afuj 
he  that  will  let'himfelf  with  all  his  might  to  perform c^r^^y?. 
thefe  things,  will  find  enough  to  doj  he  need  not  feeki'^^.  ii. 

farther^'**- ^^ 
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»BR  Hf.farlh^r  fdr  work,  he  need  not  draw  more  trouble  oh 
xtx.    him. 

— — —  Seeing  then  every  man  hath  burthen  enough  on 
his  flioulders,  impofed  by  God  and  nature,  it  is  vain 
lo  take  on  him  more  load,  by  engaging  himfclf  in  the 
affeirs  of  others ;  he  will  thence  be  forced,  either  to 
Ihakeoffhis  own  bufinefs,  or  to  become  over-bur- 
thened  and  oppreflcd  with  more  than  he  can  hear. 
It  is  indeed  hence  obfervable,  and  it  needs  muft  hap- 
pen, that  thofe  who  meddle  with  the  bufinefs  of 
€)thers  are  wont  to  negle6t  their  own  ;  they  that  are 
much  abroad  can  feldom  be  at  home ;  they  that 
know  others  mofl  are  lead  acquainted  with  them- 

EccTof.     felves  :    And   the  wife  Hebrew,  ^he  wifdom  of  d 

xxx\m.i6. learned  man  comes  by  opporttmity  of  leifure^  (iro^loi  cn- 
f  »r«  hf  tCxxi^U  (T^oXii^i)  and  he  that  bath  little  bufinefi 
fhall  he  wife  ;  (?  iXot^a^fMy^  -^fot^et  »JtS  o^itrdwcroii.) 
Whence  it  is  fcarce  poffible  that  a  pragmatical  man 
fhould  be  a  good  man  ;  that  is,  fuch  an  one  who 
honeftly  and  carefully  performeth  the  duties  incum- 
bent on  him. 

Philofophers  therefore  generally  have  advifed 
men  to  (hun  needlefs  occupations,  as  the  certain  im- 
pediments of  a  good  and  happy  life ;  they  bid  us 
endeavour  aVxSv  iaura?,  to  Jlmpitfy  onrfelves,  or  to  get 
into  a  condition  requiring  of  us  the  leaft  that  can 
be  to  do  :  St.  Paul  intended  the  fame  when  he  ad- 

zTim.  ii.  VI fed  US,  fxvi  i[jL7r\i)it(rB'»i  t«k  t»  (3i»  wfixyfx%Titcti^  not  tO 

^'  be  entangled  in  the  negotiations  of  life:  and  our  Saviour, 

^^*-^':when  he  touched  Martha  for  being  troubled  about 
7ix^  ^*^'ntany  things.  So  far  therefore  we  fliould  be  from 
taking  in  hand  the  affairs  of  other  men,  that  we 
ihould  labour  to  contraft  our  own,  and  reduce  them 
to  the  feweft  that  we  can ;  otherwife  we  (hall 
hardly  attain  wifdom,  or  be  able  to  perform  our 
duty*. 

■  *0  ^Tj^of,  Ihvm^tlyyMft  *««  aw^yiJMp,     Democ,  Sen,  Ef.  /it  23 • 
TertuUian  callcth  Stoicifm,  Quictis  magiderium.  De  Pall.  v. 

II.  But 
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^    II.  But  fuppofe  us  to  have  much  fyart  time,  and  s^  e  r  m. 
to  want  bufinels,  fo  that  we  arc  to  feck  for  divert! fe-    xix. 
ment,  and  muft  for  relief  fly  to  curiofity ;  yet  it  is         ■  i. 
not  advifeable  to  meddl^  with  the  affairs  of  other Tacitu* 
men:  there  are  divers  other  ways  more  innocent, swicsfeft 
more  fafe,  more  pleafant,  more  advantageous  to  di--:J'^  ^^'' 
vert  ourfelves,  and  fatisfy  curiofity  K  godonii^ 

Nature  offereth  herfelf,  and  her  inexhauftible  ftoreJPP^^^'* 
of  appearances  "to  our  contemplation;  we  may,  with- 
out any  harm,  and  with  much  delight,  furvey  her 
rich  varieties,  examine  her  proceedings,  pierce  into 
her  fecrets.  Every  kind  of  animals,  of  plants,  of  mine- 
rals, of  meteors  prefenteth  matter,  wherewith  inno- 
cently, pleafantly,  and  profitably  to  entertaiii  our 
minds.  There  are  many  noble  fciences,  by  applying 
our  minds  to  the  ftudy  whereof,  we  may  not  only 
divert  them,  but  improve  and  cultivate  them :  the 
hiftories  of  ages  paft,  or  relations  concerning  foreign 
countries,  wherein  the  manners  of  men  are  de- 
fcribed,  and  their  aftions  reported,  may  afford  us 
ufeful  pleafure  and  paftime ;  thereby  we  may  learn  as 
much,  and  underftand  the  world  as  well,  as  by  the 
mod  curious  enquiry  into  the  prefent  adtions  of 
men  ;  there  we  may  obferve,  we  may  fcan,  we  may 
tax  the  procee3ings  of  whom  we  pleafe,  without 
any  danger  or  offence  :  there  are  extant  numberlefs 
books,  wherein  the  wifeft  and  moft  ingenious  of  men 
have  laid  open  their  hearts,  and  expofed  their  moft 
fecret  cogitations  unto  us ;  in  purfuing  them  we 
may  fufficiently  bufy  ourfelves,  and  let  our  idle  hours 
pafs  gratefully;  we  may  meddle  with  ourfelves, 
ftudy iQg  our  own  difpofitions,  examining  our  princi- 
ples and  purpofes,  refle<5Ving  on  our  thoughts,  words, 
and  aftions ;  ftriving  thoroughly  to  underftand  our- 
felves ;  to  do  this  we  have  an  unqueftionable  right,. 


^  Omniuin  occupatoniin  conditio  mifera  e(l.  eonim  tamen 
miferrima,  qui  ne  fuis  quidexn  occupationibus  laborant.  Sat.  di 
Brev^  V'liay  xix. 

and 
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s  E  R  M.and  by  it  we  (hall  obtain  vaft  benefit,  much  greater 
XIX.    than  we  can  hope  to  get  by  puddering  in  the  defigns  or 

, doings  of  others.    Pragmaticalnefs  then,  as  it  is  very 

dangerous  and  troubletome^fo  it  is  perfeftly  needlefs; 
i^  is  a  kind  of  idlenefs^ibut  of  all  idlenefs  the  moft 
unreafonable '^ :  it  is  at  leaft  worfe  than  idlenefs,  in 
St.  Gregory  Nazyanzen's  opinion.  For,  /  had  rather^ 
ikid  he,  be  idle  more  than  I/hould^  than  over-hufy^.  Other 
confiderations  might  be  added:  but  thefe,  I  hope, 
may  be  fufficient  to  reftrain  this  practice,  lb  unpro- 
fitable and  uneafy  to  ourfelves,and,  for  the  moft  part, 
lo  injurious  and  troublefonie  to  others. 

Nozv  the  God  of  peace  make  us  perfeEl  in  every  good 
word  •and  worky  through  Jefus  Chri/iy  to  whom  be  glory 
for  ever.    Amen. 

apad  Suidupi, 

^  *Ap<yc5  tlvoci  ^a^Xc»  t5  oiotlo^y  n  wi^M^/oj.Ji^o^flM.    Greg.  iVtfs.  Or, 
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If  it  be  pojjiblfy  as  much  as  lieth  in  yon^  live  peaceably 
wilb  all  men. 

THIS  chapter  containetli  many  excellent  pre-  s  e  r  M. 
cepts  and  wholefome  advices  (fcarce  any  por-     xx. 

tion  of  holy  Scripture  fo  many  in  fo  little  compafs). • 

From  among  them  I  have  felected  one,  alas,  but  too 
feafonable  and  pertinent  to  the  unhappy  condition  of 
our  diftradled  age,  wherein  to  oblerve  this  and  fucli 
like  injunctions,  is  by  many  eilcemed  an  impoflpH 
bility,  by  others  a  wonder,  by  ibme  a  crime.  It 
hath  an  apt  coherence  with,  yet  no  necelFary  depend- 
ence upon,  the  parts  adjoining ;  \y hence  I  may  pre- 
fume  to  treat  upon  it  diftinctly  by  itfelf ;  and  with- 
out farther  preface  or  circumflance  we  may  confider  . 
fcveral  particulars  therein. 

I.  And  firft,  concerning  the  advice  itfelf,  or  the 
fubftance  of  the  duty  charged  on  us,  Eifinyfuftv,  (to  be 
hi  peace^  or  live  peaceably^)  we  may  take  notice,  that 
whether,  according  to  the  more  ufcal  acception,  it 
be  applied  to  the  public  eftate  of  things,  or  as  here 
doth  relate  only  to  private  converfation,  it  doth  im- 
port, 

i.  Not 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  ^ 


46z  Of  a  peaceable  temper  and  Carriage. 

s  £  R  M.     t*  ^ot  barely  a  negation  of  doing,  or  fuff^ring 
XX.     harm,  or  an  abftinence  from  ftrife  and  violence,  (for 

■  ■  a  mere  ftrangenefs  this  may  be,  a  want  of  occafion, 

or  a  truce,  rather  than  a  peace,)  but  a  poiitive  amity, 
and  difpofition  to  perform  fuch  kind  offices,  without 
whidh  good  correfpondence  among  men  cannot  fub- 
fift.  For  they  who  by  reafon  of  diftance  of  place, 
non-acquaintance,  or  defedt  of  opportunity,  maintain 
no  intercourfe,  cannot  properly  be  faid  to  be  in  peace 
with  one  another  :  but  thofe  who  have  frecjuent  oc- 
cafion  of  commerce,  whofe  conditions  require  inter-  . 
changes  of  courtefy  and  relief,  who. are  fome  way 
/  obliged  and  difpofed  to  afford  needful  fuccour,  and 

fafe  retreat  to  each  other  \  thefe  may  be  faid  to  live 
in  peace  together,  and  tltefe  only,  ir  being  in  a  man- 
ner impoffible,  that  they  who  are  not  difpofed  to  do 
good  to  others  (if  they  have  power  and  opportunity) 
fliould  long  abftain  from  doing  harm. 

2.  Living  peaceably  implies  not  fome  few  tranfi- 
tory  performances,  proceeding  from  cafual  humour, 
or  the  like ;  but  a  conftant,  liable,  and  well-fettled 
condition  of  being ;  a  continual  ceffation  from  in- 
jury, and  promptitude  to  do  good  offices.  For  as 
one  blow  doth  not  make  a  battle,  nor  one  fkirmifh  a 
war,  fo  cannot  (ingle  forbearances  fix>m  doing  mif- 
chief,  or  fome  few  particular  ads  of  kindncfs,  (fuch 
as  mere  ftrangcrs  may  afford  each  other)  be  worthily 
ilyled  a  being  in  peace :  but  an  habitual  inclination 
to  thefe,  a  firm  and  durable  eflate  of  innocence  and 
beneficence. 

3.  Living  in  peace  fuppofes  a  reciprocal  condition 
of  being  :  not  only  a  performing  good,  and  forbear- 
ing to  do  bad  offices,  but  a  receiving  the  like  treat- 
ment from  others.  For  he,  that  being  aflaultcd  is 
conftrained  to  ftand  upon  his  defence,  may  not  be 
faid  to  be  in  peace,  though  his  not  being  io  (invo* 
lunfarily)  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  him. 

4.  Being  in  peace  imports  not  only  an  outward 
Reflation  of  violence  and  feeming  demonfUation  of 

amity, 
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amitf,  but  an  inward  will  and  refolutlon  to  continue  s  £  r  M4 
therein.     For  he  that  intends,  when  occafion  is  pre-     xx* 

fented,  to  do  mifchief  to  another,  is  neverthelefs  an. 

enemy,  becaufe  more  fecret  and  dangerous  :  an  am- 
bufcado  is  no  lefs  a  piece  of  war,  than  confronting 
the  enemy  in  open  field.  Proclaiming  and  denounc- 
ing fignify,  but  good  and  ill  intention  conftitute,  and 
are  the  Ibuls  of  peace  and  war.  From  tbeie  confidcr* 
ations  we  may  infer  a  defcription  of  being  in  peace, 
viz.  that  it  is,  to  bear  mutual  good-will,  to  continue 
in  amity,  to  maintain  good  correfpondence,  to  be 
upon  terms  of  mutual  courtefy  and  benevolence  ;  to 
be  difpofed  to  perform  reciprocally  all  offices  of  hu- 
manity ;  affiftance  in  need,  comfort  in  forrow,  relief 
in  diftrefs  ;  to  pleafe  and  fatisfy  one  another,  by  ad- 
vancing the  innocent  delight,  and  promoting  the  juft 
advantage  of  each  other;  to  converfe  with  confi- 
dence and  fccurity,  without  fufpicion,  on  either  hand, 
of  -any  fraudulent,  malicious,  or  hurtful  pradices 
againft  either  :  or  negatively ;  not  to  be  in  a  ilate  of 
enmity,  perfonal  hatred,  pertinacious  anger,  jeaioufy, 
env}s  or  ill-will ;  not  to  be  apt  to  provoke,  to  re* 
proach,  to  harm  or  hihder  another,  nor  to  have  rca- 
fonable  grounds  of  expeding  the  fame  bad  ulage 
from  others ;  to  be  removed  from  danger  of  vexa- 
tious quarrels,  intercourfe  of  odious  language,  offend* 
ing  others,  or  bein^;  difquieted  one's  felf.  This  I 
take  to  be  the  meanmg  of  living  or  being  in  peace, 
differing  only  in  degree  of  obligatioix,  and  latitude  of 
objeA,from  the  ftate  of  friendlhip  properly  lo  called, 
and  oppofed  to  a  condition  of  enmity,  defiance,  con- 
tention, hatred,  fufpicion,  animofity. 

II.  In  the  next  place  we  may  confider  the  object 
of  this  duty,  fignified  in  thofe  words,  IVith  all  men. 
We  often  meet  in  Scripture  with  exhortations  di- 
reded  peculiarly  to  Chriftians,  to  be  at  peace  among 
themfelves  ;  as  our  Saviour  lays  this  injundion  uponMiikix.50. 
his  diiciples,  «»f>»^fu«Tf  cv  aAXi(Ao»f,  Have  peace  one  tvith 
another',  inculcated  by  St.  Paul  upon  the  Theffalo- ',3.^  ^   ^' 

niaas 
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SERM^nians  in  the  fame  words  :  and  the  like  we  have  in 
XX.     the  fecond  Epiftle  to  Timothy,  chap.  ii.  ver.  22. 

' —  Follozv  right eoufnefs^  faith ^  charity^  peace  with  them  that 

call  upon  the  Lord  oitt  of  a  pure  heart :  and  to  the  Ro- 

Vid.  Eph*   mans,  (xiv.  19.)  Let  us  therefore  follow  after  the  things 

*^'  ^'        that  make  for  peace  y  and  things  wherewith  one  may  edfy 
another.     But  here  the  duty  hath  a  more  large  and 
comprehenfive  objedt ;  wdvrti  av3-f»To»,  all  men :  as 
likewife  it  hath  in  the  Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  ch.  xii^ 
ver,  14.  Purfue  peace  with  all  men:  with  all  men,  with- 
*   out  any  exception,  with  men  of  all  nations,  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  Greeks  and  Barbarians  j  of  all  fedts  and  re- 
ligions ;  perfecuting  Jews  and  idolatrous  Heathens ; 
(tor  of  fuch  confifted  the  generality  of  men  at  that 
time;)  and  fo. St.  Paul  exprefsly  in  a  like  advice, 
(i  Cor.  X.  32,  33.  Give  no  offence^  neither  to  the  JewSy 
nor  to  the  G entiles ^  nor  to  the  Church  of  God  \  even  as  I 
pleafe  all  men.)     And  I  may  add  by  evident  parity  of 
realon,  with  men  of  all  degrees  and  eftates,  high  and 
low,  noble  and  bafe,  rich  and  poor ;  of  all  tempers 
and  difpofitions,-  meek  and  angry,  gentle  and  fro- 
ward,  pliable  and  perverie  ;  of  all  endowments,  wife 
and  foolilh,  virtuous  and  vicious ;  of  all  judgments 
and  pcrfuafions,  orthodox  and  heretical,  peaceable 
and  fchifmatical  perfons :  this  univerfally  vaft  and 
boundlefs  term,  jlll  men,  contains  them  all.    Neither 
is  there  any  evading  our  obligation  to  this- duty,  by 
pretending  about  others,  that  they  differ  from  us  in 
humour  and  complexion  of  foul,  that  they  entertain 
opinions  irreconcileably  contrary  to  ours ;  that  they 
adhere  to  fedls  and  parties  which  we  diflike  and  dif- 
avow;  that  they  are  not  fo  virtuous,  fo  religious,  (o 
holy  as  they  (hould  be,  or  at  leaft  not  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  we  would  have  them  ;  for  be  this  allegation 
true  or  falfc,  it  will  not  excufe  us ;  while  they  are  not 
divcfted  of  human  nature,  and  can  truly  lay  claim 
to  the  name  and  title  of  men,  we  are  by  virtue  of 
this  precept  obliged  to  live  peaceably  with  them, 
III.  We  may  confider  the  qualification  of  the  duty 

here 
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here  exprefled,  and  what  thofe  words  mean  ;  I/it  tesERU. 
poffible,  as  much  as  lieth  in  you.  To  which  purpofe  we  xx. 
may  advert,  from  our  defcription  of  living  peaceably,—— 
that  it  confifts  mainly  of  two  parts :  one  jl%'^,  or 
proceeding  from  us,  and  terminated  on  others — to 
bear  good-will,  to  do  good  offices,  to  procure  the 
profit,  delight,  and  welfare,  to  abftain  from  the  dif- 
pleafure,  damage,  and  difturbance  of  others :  the 
other  pajjive,  ifTuing  from  others,  and  terminated  oA 
ourfelves — that  they  be  well  afTefted  toward  us,  incli- 
nable to  do  us  good,  and  nowife  difpofed  to  wifh,  de* 
(ign,or  bring  any  harm,  trouble,  or  vexation  upon  us. 
Whereof  the  former  is  altogether  in  our  power,  con- 
fifting  of  afts  or  omiflions  depending  upon  our  free 
choice  and  counfel ;  and  we  are  direcflly  obliged  to 
it,  by  virtue  of  thofe  words,  to  sg  ujuwi/,  as  much  as  lieth 
in  you:  the  latter  is  not  fully  fo,  yet  commonly  there 
be  probable  means  of  effefting  it,  which  we  are  hence 
bound  to  ufc,  though  fometimes  they  may  fail  of 
fuccefs.  For  the  words  t\  Juyaroi^,  if  it  be  poffibk^  as 
they  fignify  the  utmoQ:  endeavour  is  to  be  employed, 
and  that  no  difficulty  (beneath  the  degree  of  imoof* 
Ability)  can  difcharge  us  from  it ;  fo  they  intmate 
plainly,  that  fometime  our  labour  may  be  loft,  and 
our  purpofe  defeated  ;  and  that  by  the  default  of 
others  it  may  be  impoffible  we  fhould  arrive  to  a 
peaceable  condition  of  life  with  all  men.  However, 
by  this  rule  we  are  direfted  not  only  ourfelves  not 
to  infringe  the  terms  of  peace  toward  others,  but  to 
endeavour  earneflly  by  all  honeft  and  prudent  means 
to  obtain  the  good-will,  favour,  and  refpecl  of  others, 
by  which  they  may  be  difpofed  to  all  friendly  cor- 
refpondence  with  us,  and  not  to  diflurb  the  quiet 
and  tranquillity  of  our  lives. 

Having  thus  by  way  of  explication  fuperficially 
glanced  upon  the  words,  we  will  proceed  to  a  more 
large  and  punftual  review  of  them ;  and  fhall  con- 
fider  more  diftindtly  the  particulars  grofsly  men- 
tioned :  and, 
.    VOL.  11,  H  h  I.  What 
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s  E  R  M.  I.  What  thofc  efpecial  duties  arc,  included  in  this 
XX.    more  comprehenfive  one  of  living  peaceably  with  all 

■■  men ;  both  thofe  which  are  diredly  required  of  us, 

as  the  neceffary  caufes  or  immediate  refults  of  a  peace- 
able difpofition  in  us  toward  others;  and  alfo  thofc 
which  are  to  be  performed  by  us,  as  juft  and  reafona- 
ble  means  conducible  to  beget  or  preferve  in  others 
a  peaceable  inclination  toward  us  :  thefe  I  fliall  con- 
lider  promifcuoufly  :  and, 

1,  We  are  by  this  precept  direftly  obliged  heartily 
to  love,  that  is,  to  bear  good- will  to,  to  wifli  well  to, 
to  rejoice  in  the  welfare,  and  commiferate  the  advcr- 
fities  of  all  men :  at  leafl:  not  to  hate,  or  bear  ill-will  to, 
to  defire  or  defign  the  harm,  to  repine  at  the  happy 
fuccefs,  or  delight  in  the  misfortunes  of  any  :  for  as  it 
is  very  hard  to  maintain  peace  and  amicable  corrc- 
fpondence  with  thofe  we  do  not  truly  love ;  fo  it  is  ab- 
folutely  impoflible  to  do  it  long  with  thofe  we  hate; 
this  fatanic  paffion  (or  difpofition  of  foul)  always 
prompting  the  mind  polfefled  therewith  to  the  con- 
trivance and  execution  of  milbhief ;  whence  he  that 

I  Joh.  iii.   liates  his  brother  is  faid  to  be  a  murderer,  as  having  in 
*^'  him  that  bitter  root,  from  whence,  if  power  and  oc- 

cafion  confpire,  will  probably  ipring  that  mod  ex- 
treme of  outrages,  and  capital  breach  of  peace. 
Love  is  the  only  fure  cement,  that  knits  and  com- 
bines men  in  friendly  focieiy;  and  hatred,  the  certain 
fountain  of  that  violence,  which  rends  and  diffolvcs 
it.  We  cannot  eafily  hurt  or  ftrive  with  thofc  wc 
love  and  wifh  well  to :  we  cannot  poffibly  long  agree 
with  thofe  we  hate  and  malign.  Peace  without 
love  can  be  efteemed  little  more  th^n  politic  diffi- 
raulation ;  and  peace  with  hatred  is  really  notbiog 
lefs  than  an  artificial  difguife,  or  an  infidious  covert 
of  enmity. 

2.  We  arc  hence  obliged  to  pcxforai  all  kind 
offices  of  humanity,  which  the  condition  of  any  man 
can  require,  and  may  by  us  be  performed  without  con* 
fiderablc  inconvenience  or  detriment  to  ourfclvcs  or 

others* 
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ethers.    When,  for  the  prefervation  or  comfortables  e-rm. 
accommodation  of  life,  they  need  our  help  or  our     xx. 
advice,  we  are  readily  to  afford  them  ;  when  they  are  ■ 

in  want  or  diftrefs,  we  are  to  minifter  to  them  what 
comfort  and  relief  we  can.  We  are  (upon  this  very* 
fcore)  to  obey  that  injunftion  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Oa- 
latians,  j4s  we  have  opportunity y  let  us  do  good  to  ^3r//Gai.vi.  !•♦ 
men.  For  without  this  beneficence  a  man's  carriage 
(though  otherwife  harmlefs  and  inoffenfive)  appears 
jather  a  fufpicious  ftrangenefs,  than  a  peaceable  de- 
meanour, and  naturally  produces  an  enmity  in  thofe 
that  are  concerned  in  it.  For  he  to  whom,  being 
prefied  ^^ith  n€ceffity,  requifite  affiftance  is  denied, 
will  infallibly  b^  apt  to  think himfeif  not  only  neglefted 
and  difefteemed,but  affronted ^fo  and  injured;  (need, 
in  the  general  conceit  of  men,  and  efpecially  of  thofe 
that  feel  it,  begctteth  a  kind  of  tiil^  to  fome  compe- 
tent relief;)  and  confequently  will  beinoufly  refent, 
and  complain  bitterly  of  fuch  fuppofed  wrong,  and, 
if  ever  he  become  able,  repay  it  with  advantage. 
And  much  more  are  we  upon  the  fame  account  not 
to  perform  ill  offices  toward  any  man;  not  to  difturb 
him  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  innocent  pleafure;  nor 
to  hinder  him  in  the  advancing  his  lawful  profit,  nor 
to  interrupt  him  in  the  profecution  of  his  reafonable 
defigns ;  nor  any  wife  to  vex  and  grieve  him  need- 
lefsly ;  and  (above  all)  not  to  detain  him  in,  nor  to 
aggravate  his  affliftion.  For  thefe  are  aftual  viola- 
tions of  peace,  and  impediments  of  good  correfpon- 
dence  among  men.     Farther, 

3.  In  this  duty  of  living  peaceably  is  included  an 
obligation  to  all  kind  of  juft  and  honeft  dealing  with 
all  men;  punftually  to  obferve  contracts, impartially 
to  decide  controverfies,  equally  to  diftribute  rewards, 
to  injure  no  man  either  in  his  eftate,  by  violent  or 
fraudulent  encroachments  upon  his  juft  poffeflions, 
or  in  his  reputation,  by  raifing  or  difperfing  ilan- 
derous  reports  concerning  him  :  for  thefe  courfes  of 
all  others  arc  moft  deftrudlivc  to  peace,  and  upon 

H  h  2  the 
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s  E  R  M.  the  pretence  of  them  moft  quarrels  that  ever  were 
XX.     have  been  commenced. 

■  Juftice  in  its  own  nature  is,  and  by  the  common 

agreement  of  men  hath  been  defigned  the  guardian 
of  peace  and  fovereign  remedy  of  contention.  But 
not  to  inCft  long  upon  fuch  obvious  fubjefts, 

4.  It  much  conduceth  to  the  prefervation  of 
peace,  and  upholding  amicable  correfpondence  in  our 
dealings  and  tranfaftions  with  men,  liable  to  doubt 
and  debate,  not  to  infift  upon  nice  and  rigorous 
points  of  right,  not  to  take  all  advantage  offered 
us,  not  to  deal  hard  meafure,  not  to  ufe  extremities, 
to  the  damage  or  hindrance  of  others,  efpecially  when 
no  comparable  benefit  will  thence  accrue  to  ourfelves. 

yidc  Tit.  For  fucli  proceedings,  as  they  difcover  in  us  httlc 
!?il^y»c  i7-  kindnefs  to,  or  tendernefs  of  our  neighbours  good, 
•i«,tT«iwHr.  fo  they  exceedingly  exafperate  them,  and  perfiiadc 
them  we  are  their  enemies,  and  render  them  ours, 
and  fo  utterly  deftroy  peace  between  us.  Whenas 
abating  fomething  from  the  height  and  ftriftnefs  of 
our  pretences,  and  a  favourable  receflion  in  fuch  cafes 
will  greatly  engage  men  to  have  an  honourable  opi- 
nion, and  a  peaceable  affeftion  toward  us. 

5.  If  we  would  attain  to  this  peaceable  eftate  of 
life,  we  mufl:  ufe  toward  all  men  fuch  demonftrations 
of  refpeft  and  courtefy,  which  according  to  their  de- 
gree and  flation  cuftom  doth  entitle  them  to,  or 
which  upon  the  common  fcore  of  humanity  they 
may  be  reafonably  deemed  to  expeft  from  vis;  re- 
fpedive  geftures,  civil  falutations,  free  accefs,  affable 
demeanour,  cheerful  looks,  and  courteous  difcourfe. 
Thefe,  as  they  betoken  |;ood-will  in  them  that  ufe 
them,  fo  they  beget,  chenQi,  and  incrcafe  it  in  thofc, 
whom  they  refer  to  :  and  the  neceflary  fruit  of  mu- 
tual good-will  is  peace.  But  the  contrary  carriages, 
contemptuous  or  difregardful  behaviour,  difficulty 
of  admiffion  to  converfe,  a  tetrical  or  fuUen  afpeft, 
rough  and  faftidious  language,  as  they  difcover  a 
mind  averfc  from  friendly  commerce,  fo  they  beget 

^  a  more 
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a  more  potent  difdain  in  others  :  men  generally  (efpe-s  e  R  M. 
daily  thofe  of  generous  and  hearty  temper)  valuing      xx 
their  due  refpeft  beyond  all  other  interefts,  and— — — 
more    contentedly    brooking  injury  than    negleft. 
Whence   this  fkill    and    dexterity   of  deportment 
(though  immediately,  and  in  its  own  nature,  of  no 
great  worth,  and  regulating  aft  ions  of  fmall  impor- 
tance, geftures,  looks,  and  forms  of  fpeech,)  yet  be- 
caufe  it  is  a  nurfe  of  peace,  and  greatly  contributes  to 
the  delightfulnefs  of  fociety,  hath  been  always  much 
commended,  and  hath  obtained  a  confpicuous  place 
in  the  honourable  rank  of  virtues,  under  the  titles 
of  court efy,  comity,  and  affability  ;  and  the  oppo- 
lites  thereto,  rudenefs  and  rufticity,  have  been  de- 
fervedly  counted  and  called  vices  in  morality. 

6.  This  precept  direftly  prohibits  the  ufe  of  all 
reproachful,  fcornful,  and  provoking  language;  thefe 
being  the  immediate  refults  of  enmity,  and  aftual 
breaches  of  peace.     Whence  St.  Paul  conjoins,  Mu-Tit.  ui.a« 
iivK  (3xafl-^n/Airv,  and  a/x«;^«?  ni^ai,  To /peak  evil  of  no  man^ 
io  be  no  quarrellerSy  (or  fighters)  but  gent  ley/hewing  allmeek- 
nefs  unto  all  men.    For  war  is  managed  (and  that  with 
more  deadly  animofity)  with  the  tongue,  as  well  as  with 
the  hand.    (There  is  that  fpeaketh  like  the  piercings  of  a^^<f^'  "• 
fivord^  faith  Solomon;  and  whofe  teeth  are  fpears  <?«^P(aKWii.4. 
arrows^  and  their  tongue  a  Jharp  fwmd^  faith  David.)»3tiv.  3.  ^ 
Words  are  with  more  anguiOi  felt  than  blows ;  their  g^^^'  *^"*' 
wounds  are  more  incurable,  and  they  leave  a  deeper 
fear  *.     Men  ufually  dread  more  the  lofs  of  their  ho- 
nour than  their  lives,  and  take  more  grievoufly  the 
ravifhing  of  their   credit  than  the  depredation  of 
their  eftate.     Living  peaceably  therefore  implies  as 
much  abftaining  from  opprobrious  words  as  injurious 
aftions;. yea  more;  for  reviling  is  not  only  a  viola- 
tion of  peace,  but  a  dilhonourable  waging  of  war ;    . 
like  (hooting  arrows  dipt  in  p(Jifon,  and  difcharging 

fA«XXoy,  J  ^iJugos  y^iokt  juU  2.  Oral, 

H  h  3  '  flugs 
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SERM.flugs  againft  our  neighbour's  reputation;  prafticcs 
XX.    condemned  by  all  as  l^fe  and  inhuman,  and  contrary 
•— ^p— -^  to  the  laws  of  a  noble  warfare  ;  being  arguments, 
we  affeft  rather  our  adverfary's  utter  ruin,  than  a 
gallant  viftory  over  him.     There  be  fair  ways  of 
difputing  our  caufe,  without  contumelious  reflec- 
tions upon  perfons ;  and  the  errors  of  men  may  be 
fufficiently  refuted  without  fatirical  virulency^.    One 
good  realbn  modeftly  propounded  hath  in  it  natu- 
rally more  power  and  efficacy  to  convince  him  that 
is  in   a  miftake,  or  to  confound  him  with  fhame 
that  is  guilty  of  a  fault,  than  ten  thoufand  fcoflFs  and 
Vid.cgrc-  ignominious  taunts.     When  we  are  to  exprefs  thofe 
ni^n^U^ deeds  of  nature  (the  performance  of  which  is  con- 
lib.  xi.       cealed,  as  containing  in  it  fomething  of  fuppofcd 
liolri^/     turpitude,)  we  are  wont  to  veil  them  in  fuch  mo- 
deft  circumlocutions,   that  by  the   hearers  without 
offence  to  their  baflifulnefs  may  fufficiently  be  un- 
dcrftood.     So  when  it  is  needful  or  expedient  t(5 
confute  the    opinions,  or   reprove   the    a6tions  of 
men,  if  we   either   charitably  defign  their  amend- 
ment, or  defire  to  maintain  peaceable  correfpondencc 
with  them,  it  behoves  that  we  do  not  by  ufing  the 
moft  broad  and  diftafteful  language  immoderately 
trefpafs  upon  their  modefty  and  patience ;  that  (to 
ufe  Seneca's  phrafe)  we  do  agcre  curam  non  tantumfa^ 
lutiSy  fed  et  honefia  cicatricis.  De  Clem.  lib.  i.  c.  17. 
Have  a  care  not  only  to  cure  the  wounds  but  to  leave  a 
comely  fear ^  and  not  to  deform  him,  whom  we  endea- 
vour to  reform;  for  no  fore  is  the  eafilier  cured  for 
being  roughly  handled,  and  leaft  of  all  thofe  in 
manners  and  opinion.     A  foft  hand,  and  a  tender 
Prov.  xY.  1. heart,  and  a  gentle  tongue,  are  moft  convenient  qua* 
lities  of  a  fpiritual  Chirurgeon.     But  farther  to  this 
purpoie. 


*  Z^X0«  yap  ffvyytufiyii  ain rt^ft/v^  w  fnAof ,  oXXa  St^9(  iAa>JM  ifw* 
icat  yovfijaU  f »Xaidpsri«»  ttK  txfivca,  ffaattofia  TK  fiMy  h/M*  Ctfjf* 
torn.  V.  p.  3  a. 

7.  If 
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7.  If  we  defire  to  live  peaceably  with  all  men,  wes  e  r  m« 
are  to  be  equal  in  ccnfuring  men's  aftions,  candid  in  xx. 
interpreting  their  meanings,  mild  in  reprehending,  and  ' 
Iparing  to  relate  their  mifcarriages,  to  derive  their 
aftions  from  the  beft  principles,  (from  which  in  the 
judgment  of  charity  they  may  be  fuppofed  to  pro- 
ceed ;  as  from  cafual  miftake  rather  than  from  wil- 
ful prejudice,  from  human  infirmity  rather  than  from 
malicious  defign,)  to  conftrue  ambiguous  expreffions 
to  the  mod  favourable  fenfe  they  may  admit ;  not  to 
condemn  men*s  practices  without  diftinft  knowledge 
of  the  cafe,  and  examining  the  reafons,  which  poflibly 
may  abfolve  or  excufe  them  :  to  extenuate  their  ac* 
knowledged  faults  by  fuch  circumftances  as  aptly 
ferve  that  purpofe,  and  not  to  exaggerate  them  by 
ftrained  confe^uences,  or  uncertain  conjectures  :  to 
rebuke  them  (if  need  be)  fo  as  they  may  perceive  we 
fincerely  pity  their  errors,  and  tender  their  good,  and 
wifli  nothing  more  than  their  recovery,  and  do  not 
defign  to  upbraid,  deride,  or  infult  over  them  being 
follen;  and  finally,  not  to  recount  their  mifdeedsProv.xni. 
over  frequently,  unfeafonably,  and  with  complacence.^" 
He  that  thus  demcaneth  himfelf,  manifeftly  fliew- 
eth  himfelf  to  prize  his  neighbour's  good-will,  and  to 
be  defirous  to  continue  in  amity  with  him  ;  and 
affuredly  obliges  him  to  be  in  the  fame  manner  af- 
fefted  toward  him.  But  he  that  is  rigidly  fevere  and 
cenforious  in  his  judgments,  blaming  in  them  things 
indifferent,  condemning  actions  allowable,  detrafting 
from  qualities  commendable,  deducing  men's  doings 
from  the  worft  caufes,  and  imputing  them  to  the 
worft  ends,  and  reprefenting  them  under  the  moft 
odious  appellations ;  that  calls  all  impolitions  of  fu* 
periors,  which  he  diflikes,  tyranny,  and  all  manners  of 
divine  worlhip,  that  fuit  not  to  his  fancy,  fuperftition, 
and  all  pretences*to  confcience  in  thole  that  diflent 
from  him,  hypocrify,  and  all  opinions  different  from 
his,  herefy;  that  is  fufpicious  of  ill  intention  without 
fufficient  ground,  and  prejudicates  men's  meanings 

H  h  4  before 
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^  E  RM, before  he  well  apprehends  them,  and  captioufly  per- 
XX.     verts  fayings  capable  of  good  conftruftion  ;  that  is 

i^^ curioufly   inquifitive  into  his  neighbour's  life,  and 

mt  flics   gladly  obferveb  failings  therein,  and  upon  all  occa- 
ture  to  car-iions  Tccites  ftorics  to  his  difgrace  and  difadvantage ; 
«?" Tl>'; that  is  immoderately  bitter,  fierce,  and  vehement  in 
cap.  €x     accufing  and  mveighmg  agamlt  others,  pamtmg  luch, 
Prov'  xvii  ^^  ^^  aflumes  to  impugn,  with  the  blacked  colours, 
j.xxiv.  i7.in  the  mofl  horrid  fhape  and  ugly  drefs,  converting 
^11  matter  of  difcourfe  (though  never  fo  unfeafonably 
and   impertinently)   into   declamation,  and  therein 
copioufly  expatiating:  in  fine,  employing  his  utmoft 
might  of  wit  and  eloquence  and  confidence  in  render- 
ing them  to  others  as  hateful,  as  he  fignifies  they  are 
to  himfejf  J  fuch  men,  what  do  they  elie  but  loudly 
proclaim  that  they  defpife  their' neighbour's  good- 
will, purpofely  provoke  his  anger,  and  defy  his  ut- 
pioft  enmity  ?    For   it   is  impofTible   fuch   dealing 
fliould  not  by  them,  who  are  therein  concerned,  be 
accounted  extrernely  unjuft,  and  to  proceed  from 
defperate  hatred. 

8.  He  that  would 'effeftually  obferve  this  apofto-? 
Jic  rule,  muft  be  difpofed  to  overlook  fuch  leffer 
faults  committed  againft  him,  as  make  no  great 
breach  upon  his  intereft  or  credit,  yea  to  forget 
or  forgive  the  greateft  and  moft  grievous  injuries  j 
to  excufe  the  miftakes,  and  connive  at  the  neglefts, 
and  bear  patiently  the  hafty  paflions  of  his  neigh- 
bour, and  to  embrace  readily  any  feafonable  over- 
ture, and  accept  any  tolerable  conditions  of  recon- 
cilement *".  For  even  in  common  life  that  obferva- 
tion  of  our  Saviour  moft  exadly  holds,  //  is  impoJjihU 
that  offences  Jhould  not  come  j  the  air  may  fooner  bci 

^  Sen,  Ben,  vii.  31.  Vincit  malos  pertinax  bpnita^.  N»««  •»  tJ 

p^ycc^Z  TO  xaxoy.      Roni.  xii.  21.  • 

Irafcitur  aliquis  ?  tu  contra  bencficiis  provoca ;  cadit  ftatim 
fimultas  ab  altera  parte  defcfta  ;  ni(i  par  non  pugnat:  fi  utrinquc 
pertabitur,  illc  eft  mcHor,  qui  prior  pcdem  retuiit  3  vi6tui  eft  qui 
yidUS^Tudelra/iu^^, 

come 
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come  wholly  fixed,  and  the  fea  continue  in  a  perfefts  e  r  m. 
reft,  without  waves  or  undulations,  than  human  con-    xx. 
verfation  be  altogether  free  from  occafions  of  diftafte,— — — 
which  he  that  cannot  either  prudently  diflemble,  or 
patien.'ly  digeft,  muft  renounce  all  hopes  of  living 
peaceably  here.     He  that  like  tinder  is  inflammable 
by  the  leaft  fpark,  and  is  enraged  by  every  angry 
word,  and  refents  deeply  every  petty  affront,  and 
cannot   endure  the  memory  of  a  paft'  unkindnefs 
fliould  upon  any  terms  be  defaced,  refolves  furely  to 
live  in  eternal  tumult  and  combuftion,  to  multiply 
daily  upon  himfelf  frelh  quarrels,  and  to  perpetuate 
all  enmity  already  begun.     Whenas  -by  total  pafling 
by, thofe  little  caufes  of  dlfguft,  the  prefent  conten- 
tion is  altogether  avoided,  or  inftantly  appeafed,  our 
neighbour'^  pafliori   fuddenly  evaporates   and  con- 
fumes  itfelf ;  no  remarkable  footfteps  of  diflenfion 
remain  ;  our  neighbour  refleding  upon  what  is  paft, 
fees  himfelf  obliged    by   our  difcreet   forbearance, 
however  all  pofTible  means  are  ufed  to  prevent  trou- 
ble and  preferve  peace.     To  this  purpofe,  The  dif'VToy.x\%* 
cretion  of  a   man   deferreth  his    anger ^  and  it  is  his^^' 
glory  to  pafs  over  a  traufneffion^  faith  Solomon  :  and, 
Jie  that  cover eth  a  tranfgrejfion  feeketb  love^  faith  theProv.xvu. 
fame  wife  prince      But  farther,  9- 

9.  If  we  would  live  peaceably  with  all  men,  we  muft 
not  over  highly  value  ourfelves,  nor  over  eagerly  pur-p 
fue  our  own  things.    We  muft  not  admire  our  own 
endowments,  nor  mfift  upon  our  defertsj  for  this  will 
make  us  apt  to  depreciate  others,  and  them  to  loath 
us.     We  muft  not  be  over  tender  of  our  credit,  and 
covetous  of  refpedt ;  for  this  will  render  us  apt  to  . 
take  exceptions,  and  engage  us  in  troublefome  com- 
petitions for  fupefiority  of  place,  and  pre-eminence  in 
the  vain  opinions  of  men.     He  that  is  of  a  proud  heartvtoi.Txxm. 
Jirreth  up  firife  :  And,  Only  (/.  e.  chiefly) /row  prideis- 
Cometh  contention^  faith  Solomon.     We  muft  not  beijr***** 
much  addifted  to  our  own  interefts,  for  this  will  difr 
pofe  us  to  encroach  upon  the  concernments  of  others, 

and 
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s  E  R  M.amJ  them  to  refift  our  attempts,  whence  conflid:  and 
XX.     enmity  will  ncceflarily  arife.     We  muft  not  prefer 
■• — our  own  judgments,  and  imperioufly  obtrude  them 
upon  others;  nor  be  pertinacious  in  perfuading  them 
to  embrace  our  private  opinions,  nor  violently  ur- 
gent to  a  compliance  with  our  humour.     For  thefc 
things  are  intolerably*  faftidious  in  converfation,  and 
obnoxious  to  be  charged  with  ufurpation  and  ini- 
quity ;  all  men  naturally  challenging  to  themfelves 
an  equal,  or  at  leaft  a  proportionable  fliare  of  reafon, 
together  with  the  free  conduct  of  their  lives  uncon- 
trollable by  private  diftatcs.     If  therefore  we  define 
to  live  quietly,  and  not  needlefsly  to  difoblige  ordif. 
pleafe  others,  we  fliould  be  modeft  in  efteeming  our 
own  abilities,  and  moderate  in  purfuing  our  own  ad- 
vantages, and  in  our  converfe  not  lefs  complacent  to 
others  than  we  defirc  they  fliould  be  to  us;  and  as  li- 
beral in  allowing  leave  to  diffent  from  us,  as  we  are  bold 
in  taking  freedom  to  abound  in  our  own  fenfe.  And  if 
in  debate  a  modeft  declaration  of  our  opinion,  and  the 
reafons inducing  us  thereto,  will  not  prevail,  it  behoves 
us  to  give  over  fuch  a  fuccefslefs  combat,  and  to  retire 
into  the  filent  enjoyment  of  our  own  thoughts.  From 
not  obferving  which  rule,  difcourfe  grows  into  conten- 
tion, and  contention  improves  into  feud  and  enmity. 
TO.  If  we  would  live  peaceably,  it  concerns  us  to 
abftain  from  needlefs  contefts  about  matters  of  opi- 
nion, and  queftions  either  merely  vain  and  frivolous, 
of  little  ufe  or  concernment,  or  over  nice  and  fubtilc, 
and   thence  indeterminable  by  reafon;  or  that  are 
agitated  with  extraordinary  eagernefs  and  heat  of 
paffion,  or  fuch  as  are  already  defined  by  general  con- 
fent,  or  fuch  upon  the  decifion  of  which  the  public 
peace  and  fafety  do  depend.     There  are  fomc  con- 
troverfies  prickly  like  brambles,  and  apt  to  fcratch 
thofe  that  handle  them,  but  yielding  no  favoury  or 
wholefome  fruit  :  fuch  as  concern  the  confequenccs 
of  imaginary  fuppofitions,  the  ftate  and  circumftanccs 
of  bemgs  to  us  unknown,  the  right  application  of 

artificial 
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artificial  terms,  and  the  like  impertinent  matters,  s  e  r  m. 
which  ferve  to  ho  other  purpofe  but  the  exercife  of     xx. 
curious  wits,  and  exciting  emulation  among  them.  - 

Others  there  be  concerning  matters  of  more  weighty 
moment,  yet  having  the  refolution  depending  upon 
fecrets  unfearchable,  or  the  interpretation  of  ambigu- 
ous words  and  obfcure  phrafes,  or  upon  fome  other 
uncertain  conjectures,  and  are  yet  rendered  more  diffi- 
cult by  being  entangled  with  inextricable  folds  of  fub-Nonamplu 
tilty,  nice  diftinftions,  and  crafty  evafions,  devifed  byj|cc?q^m 
the  parties  engaged  in  them  for  the  maintenance  ofquodaDeo 
their  caufes  refpeftively ;  whence  it  hath  happened,  ^^/wZ'^/e 
though  with  immcnfe  care  and  diligence  of  both -^'»''*- , 
parts  they  have  been  long  canvafled,  that  yet  they^*^'** 
do,  and  in  all  probability  will  for  ever  remain  unde- 
cided. So  that  now  to  engage  in  conteft  about 
them,  may  be  reafonably  deemed  nothing  more  than 
a  wilful  mifpenfe  of  our  time,  labour,  and  good  hu-- 
mour,  by  vainly  reciprocating  the  faw  of  endleft 
contention.  Oth^r  queftions  there  be  in  themfelves 
of  more  eafy  relolution,  and  of  confiderable  impor- 
tance, which  yet  by  extreme  oppofition  of  parties 
are  fo  clouded  and  overgrown  with  infuperable  pre- 
judices, that  the  diiputing  them  is  feldom  attended 
with  other  fuccefs,  than  an  inflaming  ourfelves  and 
others  with  paffion.  Others  are  by  fmall  and  obfcure 
parties  managed  againft  the  common  confent,  and 
againft  the  politive  decrees  of  the  moft  venerable 
authorities  among  men,  by  ventilating  which  as 
truth  is  like  to  gain  little,  fo  peace  is  fure  to  fuffer 
much.  For  as  it  is  nowife  a  fafe  or  advifed  courfe  (ex- 
cept in  cafe  of  neceflary  defence)  to  fubjeft  received 
opinions  to  the  hazardous  trial  of  a  tumultuary  con- 
flift,  their  credit  being  better  upheld  by  a  (lately 
refcrvednefs,  than  by  a  popular  forwardnefs  of  dif- 
courfe ;  as  buildings  ftand  fafteft  that  are  never 
(haken,  and  thofe  pofleffions  remain  moft  fecure 
that  are  never  called  in  queftion ;  fo  on  the  other 
hand,  to  countenance  new  and  uncouth  paradoxes, 
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SE R  M.as  it  argues  too  much  arrogance  and  prefumption  m 
XX.    confronting  our  fingle  apprehenfions  againft  the  de- 

— liberate  fenfe  and  -fuffrage  of  fo  many  men,  yea  fo 
many  ages  of  men;  and  is  likely  to  prove  a  fuccefslefs 
attempt,  like  fwimming  againft  the  current,  accom- 
panied with  much  toil  and  little  progrefs,  fo  it  ierves 
no  good  end,  but  only  foments  divifions,  and  difturbs 
both  our  private  and  the  public  peace.  But  moft  of 
all  we  are  to  be  cautelous  of  meddling  with  contro- 
verfies  of  dangerous  confequence,  wherein  the  pub- 
lic weal  and  quiet  are  concerned,  which  bare  the 
roots  of  facred  authority,  and  jproftitute  the  myfteries 
of  government  to  vulgar  inipedion.  Such  points 
ought  to  be  fubjefts  of  law,  not  of  fyllogifm,  and 
the  errors  in  them  to  be  correfted  by  punifhment, 
rather  than  confuted  by  argument  :  neither  can  it 
be  thought  realbnable  that  the  intereft  of  public 
peace  (liould  depend  upon  the  event  of  private  dif- 
putation  ^.  It  concerns  us  therefore,  if  we  wouW 
live  peaceably  in  fuch  difputable.  matters,  referring 
all  due  reverence  to  the  judgments  of  the  moft,  the 
beft  and  wifeft  perfons,  to  be  content  in  a  modeft 
privacy,  to  enjoy  the  refults  of  a  ferious  and  impar- 
tial difquifition,  patiently  enduring  others  to  diffent 
from  us,  and  not  attempting,  by  needlefs,  fruitlefs, 
and  endlefs  contentions,  to  gain  others  to  our  perfua- 
fions ;  efpecially  fince  the  truth  contended  for  may 
not  be  worth  the  paffion  employed  upon  it,  and  the 
benefits  of  the  victory  not  countervail  the  prejudices 
fuftained  in  the  combat.  Forgoodnefs  and  virtue  may 
often  confift  with  ignorance  and  erijor,  feldom  with 
ftrife  and  difcord.  And  this  confideration  I  ftiall  con- 
clude with  thefe  exhortations  of  St.  Paul;  Butfoolifh 

Tit.  Hi.  9.  queJlioHSy  and  genealogies  y  and  content  ions  ^  and  law-contefli 
decline^  for  they  are  unprofitable  and  vain.  And  in  2  Ep. 

i.  8. 
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to  Tim.  ii.  23 — 25.  But  fmlijh  and  unlearned  quejionss  e  r'm. 
avoid y  knowing  that  they  gender  Jlrifes  ;  and  the  ftrvant      xx. 
of  the  Lord  (that  is,  a  minifter  of  religion)  mujl  not 
ftrive^  hut  be  gentle  to  all  men^  apt  to  teachy  patient^  in 
meeknefs  injirucfing  thofe  that  are  ^  contrarily  difpofed.*^"^'^' 
And  in  the  fame  chapter,  ver.  14,  Of  thefe  things  put ^m  *'**' 
them  in  remembrance^  charging  them  before  the  Lordy 
that  theyjirive  not  about  ivords  to  no  profit,  to  the  fub^ 
'verting  of  the  hearei's :  of  fo  pernicious  confequence 
did  St.  Paul  efteem  unneceflary  wrangling  and  dif- 
puting  to  be.     But  farther, 

II.  If  we  defire  to  live  peaceably,  we  muft  re- 
ftrain  our  pragmatical  curiofit^  within  the  bounds 
of  our  proper  bufinefs  and  concernment,  not  [being 
curiofi  in  alietia  republ.]  invading  other  men's  pro- 
vinces, and  without  leave  or  commiffion  intermed- 
dling with  their  affairs^;  not  rufliing  into  their  clo- 
lets,  prying  into  their  concealed  defigns,  or  dictating 
counfel  to  them  without  due  invitation  thereto; 
not  controlling  their  aftions,  nor  fubjedlipg  their 
proceedings  to  our  cenfure,  without  competent  au- 
thority. For  thefe  coiirfes  men  ufually  look  upon 
as  ra(h  intrufions,  both  injurious  and  reproachful  to 
them,  ufurping  upon  that  freedom  of  choice,  which 
all  men  paflionately  afFeft  to  preferve  entire  to  them- 
felves,  and  arguing  them  of  weaknefs  and  incapacity 
to  manage  their  own  bufinefs  :  neither  do  men  more 
naturally  drive  away  flies  that  buz  about  their  ears, 
and  moled  them  in  their  employments,  than  they 
with  difdain  repel  fuch  immodeft  and  unfeafonable 
meddlers  in  their  affairs.  Let  no  man  fuffer,  faith 
St.  Peter,  as  a  bufy-body  in  other  mens  matters :  irtti-iPct.iv.is.^ 
mating,  that  thofe  who  are  impertinently  inquifitive 
into  other  men*s  matters,  make  themfelves  liable  to 
fuffer  (and  that  defervedly)  for  their  fond  curiofity 

•  According  to  St.  PauVs  advice,  i  ThefT.  iv.   11.  Strive"  (or 
be  ambitious)  to  he  qukt;  and  to  mind  your  own  bufinefs.     (<|)i?.»t*- 
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s  E  R  M.  and  bold  prefumption.     And,  He  that  pajfeth  hy^  and 

XX.     meddleth  whbftrtfe  belmgin^  not  to  hinij  is  like  one  thai 

^^taketh  a  dog  by  the  ears^  faith  Solomon ;  that  is,  he 

Pfov.xxvi.  catcheth  at  that  which  he  cannot  hold,  and  vainly 

^^'  aims  at  that  which  he  cannot  effeft,  and  raflily  irri- 

tates thofe  which  will  turn  upon  him  and  bite  him. 
If  therefore  we  would  neither  moled  others,  nor  be 
difquieted  ourfelves,  we  muft  be  like  natural  agents, 
never  working  aught  beyond  our  proper  fphere  of 
aftivity.     But  efpecially,  if  we  defire  to  live  peace- 
ably, we  muft  beware  of  affuming  to  ourfelves  a  li- 
berty to  cenfure  the  defigns,  decrees,  or  tranfadlions 
of  public  authority,  and  of  faying  to  our  fuperiors, 
What  doeft  thou  ?   and  much  more,  by  querulous 
murmurings,  or  clamorous  declamations,  of  bringii^ 
envy  and  odium  upon  them.     Few  private  men  are 
capable  of  judging  aright  concerning  thofe  things,  as 
bemg  placed  beneath  in  a  valley,  and  wanting  a  due 
profpedl  upon  the  ground  and  caufes  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, who  by  reafon  of  their  eminent  ftation 
can  fee  more  and  farther  than  they ;  and  therefore 
are  incompetent  judges,  and  unjuftly  prefume  to  in- 
terpofe  their  fentence  in  fuch  cafes.     But  fuppofe 
the  aftions  of  fuperiors  notorioufly  blaraeaWe  and 
fcandalous,  and  that  by  infallible  arguments  we  are 
perfuaded  thereof;  yet  feeing  neither  the  taxing  of, 
nor  complaint  againft  them  doth  in  any  wife  regular- 
ly belong  to  us,  nor  the  difcovery  of  our  mind  there- 
in can  probably  be  an  ejfficacious  means  of  procuring 
redrefs,  and  immediately  tends  to  diminilh  the  repu- 
tation and  weaken  the  affeftion  due  to  government, 
and  confequently  to  impair  the  peaceable  cftate  of 
things,  which  by  them  is  fuftained,  we  are  whdly  io 
abftain  from  fuch  unwarrantable,  unprofitable,  and 
turbulent  praftices ;  and  with  a  fubmifs  and  difcrect 
filence,  pafling  over  the  mifcarriages  of  our  fuperiors, 
to  wait  patiently  upon  the  providence,  and  implore 
the  affiftance  of  bim,  who  is  the  only  competent 

Pr«f.x«i.T.  Judge  of  fuch,  and  fovereign  difpofcr  of  all  thifags, 

who 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Of  a  peaceaik  Temper  and  Carriagf.  479 

who  hath  their  hearts  in  his  hands,  and  fafliioneth  s  e  r  m. 
them  as  he  thinks  gocxl.     Farther,  xx. 

12.  If  we  would  hve  peaceably  with  all  men,  it 
behoves  us  not  to  engage  ourfelves  fo  deeply  in  any 
fingular  friendthip,  or  in  devotion  to  any  one  party 
of  men,  as  to  be  entirely  partial  to  their  interefts^ 
and  prejudiced  in  their  behalf,  without  diftindt  con- 
fideration  of  the  truth  and  equity  of  their  pretences 
in  the  particular  matters  of  difference ;  not  to  ap- 
prove, favour,  or  applaud  that  which  is  bad  in  fome; 
to  dillike,  diicountenance,  or  difparage  that  which  is 
good  in  others  :  not,  out  of  exceffive  kindnefs  to 
fome,  to  give  juft  caufe  of  diftafte  to  others:  not,  for 
the  fake  of  a  fortuitous  agreement  in  difpofition, 
opinion,  intereft,  or  relation,  to  violate  the  duties  of 
juftice  or  humanity.  For  he  that  upon  fuch  terms 
is  a  friend  to  any  one  man,  or  party  of  men,  as  to 
be  refolved,  with  an  implicit  faith,  or  bhnd  obedi- 
ence, to  maintain  whatever  he  or  they  (hall  affirm  to 
be  true,  and  whatever  they  (hall  do  to  be  good,  doth 
in  a  manner  undertake  enmity  againft  all  men  be- 
fide,  and,  as  it  may  happen,  doth  oblige  himfclf  to 
contradift  plain  truth,  to  deviate  from  the  rules  of 
virtue,  and  to  offend  Almighty  God  himfelf.  This 
unlimited  partiahty  we  owe  only  to  trufh  and  good- 
ncfs,  and  to  God,  (the  fountain  of  them)  in  no  cafe 
to  fwerve  from  their  dictates  and  prefcriptions.  He 
that  followed  Tiberius  Gracchus  in  his  feditious  Cic.  in  La^ 
pra&ices,  upon  the  bare  account  of  friendfhip,  and^*^* 
alleged  in  his  excufe,  that,  if  his  friend  had  required 
^t  of  him,  he  (hould  as  readily  have  put  fire  to  the 
capitol,  was  much  more  abominable  for  his  difloyalty 
to  his  country,  and  horrible  impiety  againft  God, 
than  commendable  for  his  conftant  fidelity  to  his 
friend.  And  that  foldier  which  is  faid  to  have  told  ^"c.  Ub.  i. 
Caelar,  (in  his  firft  expedition  againft  Rome)  that  in 
obedience  to  his  commands  he  would  not  reftife  to 
ijieath  his  fword  in  the  breaft  of  his  brother,  or  in 
the  throat  of  his  aged  father,  or  in  the  bowels  of  his 

preg^     . 
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s  E  R  M.  pregnant  mother,  was  for  his  unnatural  barbarity 
XX.     rather  to  be  abhorred,  than  to  be  efteemed  for  his 

loyal  afFeftion  to  his  General.     And  in  like  manner, 

prov.  xiiv.  t,e  that,  to  pleafe  or  gratify  the  humour  of  his  friend, 

24.  He  that  ,  .  ,^       .    ,      P  J      ^  ,  '11 

faith  to  the  can  be  either  injurious,  or  treacherous,  of  notably 
wicked,  difcourteous  to  any  man  elfe,  is  very  blameable,  and 
rightlous,  renders  himfelf  defervedly  odious  to  all  others.  Lse- 
^he*  cok  ^^^^'  ^^^  incomparably  well  both  underftood  and 
cu^fcf^a-  pradifcd  the  rules  of  friendfhip,  is  by  Cicero  re- 
tionsmaii  ported  to  have  made  this  the  firft  and  chief  law 

abhor  him.  r^  r       tt  /•     • 

cic.  in  La- thereof.  Ut  neque  rogemus  res  turpes^  nee  factamus  r<h 
^^'  gati ;  That  zve  neither  require  of  our  friends  the  perform* 

ance  of  bafe  and  naughty  things:,  nor^  being  requefted of 
them^  perform  fu^h  ourfelves.  And  in  the  heraldry,  or 
comparifon  of  duties,  as  all  others  muft  give  place 
to  thofe  of  piety,  verity,  and  virtue,  fo  after  them 
the  duties  of  humanity  juftly  challenge  the  next 
place  of  refpeft,  even  above  thole  which  belong  to 
the  higheft  degree  of  friendfhip  (due  to  our  nearcft 
relations,  yea  to  our  country  itfelf,)  precifcly  taken, 
abftrafted  and  diftinguithed  from  thofe  of  humanity. 
For  the  world  is  in  nature  the  firft,  the  moft  com- 
prehenfive  and  deareft  country  of  us  all;  and  our 
general  obligations  to  mankind  are  more  ancient, 
more  fundamental,  and  more  indifpenfable,  than 
thofe  particular  ones  fuperadded  to,  or  fuperftrudcd 
on  them.  The  peace  therefore  of  the  world,  and 
.  the  general  welfare  of  men  its  citizens,  ought  to  be 
more  dear  to  us,  and  the  means  conducing  thereto 
more  carefully  regarded  by  us  in  our  aftions,  than 
either  the  love,  favour,  or  fatisfadion  of  any  parti- 
cular perfons  is  to  be  valued'  or  purfued.  And  the 
not  obferving  this  rule  may  reafonably  be  efteemed 
to  have  a  great  influence  upon  the  continuance  of 
thofe  implacable  feuds  and  dilTenfions,  wherewith  the 
world  is  fo  miferably  torn  and  (battered.  Men's  be* 
ing  peremptorily  refolved-to  extol,  countenance,  or 
excuic  promifcuoully  all  the  principles  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  party  to  which  they  have  addidcd  ihcm- 

felvcs. 
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ielves^  and  to  fee  no  error,  &ult,  or  abufe  in  them ;  s  e  r  m« 
but  by  all  means  to  deprefs,  vilify,  and  condemn  (if    xx. 
not  to  reproach,  calumniate,  and  perfecute,)  the  opi-  ■. 

nions  and^  practices  of  others,  and  not  to  acknow- 
ledge in  them  any  thing  confiderably  good  or  com- 
mendable; whence  commonly  all  apprehend  tbejir 
adverfaries  extremely  unjuft  and  difingenuous  to- 
wards them,  and  are  alienated  from  all  thoughts  (or 
however  difcouraged  from  all  hopes)  of  friendly  ac- 
commodation and  reconcilement.  But  he,  that 
would  live  peaceably  with  all  men,  muft  be  free  in 
his  judgment,  impartial  in  his  dealing,  and  ingenu- 
ous in  his  carriage  toward  all :  not  ^aujub^^wk  ir^ oo-ott^^  Jud.  i^ 
admiring  or  wondering  at  fome  men,  (as  if  they  were 
impeccable,  or  infallible,)  nor  having  the  truth  in 
refped  of  perfons,  abetting  in  his  friends  only  what  Jam.  h.  i. 
is  juft  and  true,  and  allowing  the  fame  in  others, 
but  in  neither  by  fignal  approbation  countenancing 
any  thing  falfe  or  evil ;  for  fo  demeaning  himfelf,  he 
giveth  no  man  juft  occafion  of  difpleafure  or  eiunity 
againft  him. 

13.  If  we  would  live  peaceably  ourfelves,  we 
(hould  endeavour  to  preferve  peace,  and  prevent 
differences,  and  reconcile  diffenfions  among  others, 
by  doing  good  offices,  and  making  fair  reprefenta- 
tions  of  intercurrent  palfagcs  between  them ;  by 
concealing  caufes  of  future  difguft,  and  removing 
prefent  mifunderftandings,  and  excufing  paft  miU 
takes  ;  by  allaying  their  paflions,  and  rightly  inform- 
ing their  minds,  by  friendly  interceffions,  and  pacific  , 
advices.  For  the  fire  that  devoureth  our  neigh- 
bour's houfe  threateneth  and  endan^ereth  ours  ;  and 
it  is  hard  to  approach  contention,  without  being  en- 
gaged therein.  'Tis  not  eafy  to  keep  ourfelves  in- 
different or  neutral ;  and  doing  fo  we  (hall  in  likeli- 
hood be  maligned  and  perfecutcd  by  both  the  con- 
tending parties.  Blejfed  are  the  peace-makers y  faith  Mate.  ▼.  9, 
our  Saviour,  for  theyjhall  be  called  the  Jons  of  God ; 
that  is,  they  (ball  be  highly  efteemed  and  reverenced 

vol*.  II.  1  i  for 
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SERM.for  this  divine  quality,  wherein  they  fo  nearly  re- 
XX.     femble  the  God  of  peace,  and  his  bleffed  Son  the 
— « — great  Mediator.     But  farther,   without  refpeft   to 
other  recompencc,  and  from  the  nature  of  their  em- 
ployment, fuch  arc  immediately  happy,  and  in  this 
their  virtuous  pracflice  rewards  itlelf,  that  by  appeaf- 
iiig  others'  quarrels,  they  fave  themfelves  from  trou- 
ble,  and   enjoy  themfelves   that  tranquillity  which 
To  the       they  procure   to  others.     But  thofe  informing  fy- 
of  peace  is  cophants,  thofc  internuncios  of  pcftilent  tales,  and 
joy.  Prov.  incendiaries  of  difcord,  that    (from  bad  nature,  or 
upon  bafe  defign)  by  the  ftill  breath  of  clandeftinc 
-^^        whifpers,  or  by  the  more  violent  blafts  of  impudent 
calumnies,  kindle  the  flames  of  diflfenfion,  or  foment 
them  among  others;  that,  by  diflfeminating  infamous 
tumours,  and  by  malicious  fuggeftions,   inftil  jea- 
loufies  into,  and  nourilh  malevolent  furraifes  in  the 
?rov.  xvi.    minds  of  mtn,  feparath^j  ^s  it  is  in  the  Proverbs, 
*^*  between  chief  friends^  and  widening  the  diftance  bc- 

twee«  others :  thefe,  I  fay,  from  the  feeds  of  variance 
they  fcatter  among  others,  reap  in  the  end  mifchief 
and  difturbance  to  themfelves ;  nor  can  expeft  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  that  quiet,  which  they  labour 
Prov.  xTii.  to  deprive  others  of.  "The  beginning  offirife^  faith  So- 
'*•  lomon,  is  as  when  one  letteth  out  water ;  and  he  that, 

to  the  intent  his  neighbour's  lands  (hould  be  over- 
flown with  a  torrent  of  diflenfion,  doth  unloofe  the 
dams,  and  cut  the  banks  of  former  friend  (hip,  may 
Prov.  XXV.  ^jf  j^^  j^^  ^jf^j  expeft  the  mercilefs  flood  (bould  at 

length  reach  himfelf,  and  that  his  own  habitation 
vid.  Prov.  fliould  be  at  laft  furrounded  therewith.  For  when 
He  that  di  "^^^  ^^  length  begin  to  be  weary,  and  to  repent  of 
ligentiy  their  needlefs  quarrels,  and  the  mifchievous  confc- 
cc^d^^o-  qu^^ces  attending  them,  and  to  be  inquifitive  into 
curcthfii-  the  caufes  and  inft'jments  of  their  vexation,  they 
hrthit^"^  will  certainly  find  out,  deteft,  and  invert  the  edge  of 
fockcth  their  difpleafure  upon  thefe  wretched  makebates; 
o.aii^comc  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  poifou  they  mingled  for  others  they  thcm- 
upon  him.  felves  drink  up  \  the  cataftrophc  of  the  tragedy  (be- 
gun 
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gun  by  them)  is  afted  upon  themfelves  ;  they  finks  e  r  m. 
down  into  the  pit  they  made  for  others,  and  in  the     xx. 
net  which  they  hid  is  their  own  foot  taken :  Et  de- 
lator habet  quod  dedit  exitium. 

Laflly,  if  we  would  efFeftually  obferve  this  pre- 
cept, we  mufl  readily  comply  with  the  innocent  cuf- 
toms,  and  obey  the  eftablifhed  laws  of  the  places 
where  we  live.  I  fay  firft  comply  with  the  cuftoms  ; 
which  alfo  are  in  effeft  inferior  laws  enabled  by  the 
tacit  agreement  of  the  generality  of  men  ;  the  non- 
obfervation  of  which  is  upon  many  accounts  very 
prejudicial  to  peaceable  life.  For  to  thofe  concerned 
m  it,  it  will  always  feem  to  intimate  a  fqueamifti 
nicenefs,  a  froward  perverfenefs,  an  arrogant  felf-con- 
ceitednefs,  a  manifeft  defpifing  other  men's  judg- 
ments, and  a  virtual  condemning  their  practices  of 
fault  or  folly,  and  confequently  a  monopolizing  all 
goodnefs,  and  appropriating  all  wifdom  to  himlelf ; 
qualities  intolerably  odious  to  men,  and  produftive 
of  enmity.  It  incenfes  the  people  (hugely  fufcep- 
tive  of  provocation)  with  a  fenle  of  notable  injury 
done,  and  contempt  caft  upon  it.  For  the  only  au- 
thority, which  the  commonalty  can  lay  claim  to, 
confifts  in  prefcribing  rules  of  decency  in  language, 
habit,  gefture,  ceremony,  and  other  circumftances  of 
aftion,  declared  and  ratified  by  ordinary  pradlice ; 
non-conformity  to  which  is  by  them  adjudged  a 
marvellous  irregularity,  contumacy,  and  rebellion 
againft  the  majefty  of  the  people,  and  is  infallibly 
revenged  and  punilhed  by  them. 

There  is  no  preferving  peace,  nor  preventing  broils 
and  ftirs,  but  by  pundually  obferving  that  ordinary 
rule  of  equity,  that  in  cafes  of  doubtful  debate,  and 
points  of  controverted  pradtice,  the  feweft  fhoukl 
yield  to  the  moft,  the  weakeft  bend  to  the  ftrongeft, 
and  that  to  the  greateft  number  fliould  be  allowed 
at  leaft  the  greateft  appearance  of  reafon.  To  which 
purpofe  we  may  oblerve,  that  the  beft  and  wifeft 
men  (not  to  difpleafe  thofe  with  whom  they  con- 

I  i  %  verfed, 
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s  E  R  M.  vcrfcd,  as  far  as  their  duty  to  God,  and  their  con- 
XX.     fcience  would  permit)  have  commonly  in  their  man- 
*■  ■  ners  of  life  followed  not  what  in  their  retired  judg- 

ment they  moft  approved,  but  what  fuited  to  the 
cuftoms  of  their  times  and  places,  avoiding  a  morofc 
fingularity,  as  offenfive  to  others,  and  produftivc  of 
AtMib^ii  ^^^^^^^^   *o  themfelves  ^.     You  know   how  '  Cicero 
Ep.  I.     *  cenfured  Cato  for  endeavouring,  a^ainft  the  grain 
and  predominant  genius  of  thofe  times,  to  reduce 
things  to  a  ftri<fb  agreement  with  his  private  notions: 
I//e  Optimo  animo.  utens,  et  fumma  fide^  nocet  inierdum 
reipublicte.      Dicit  enim  tanquam  in  Platonis  woXirtU, 
non  tanquam  in  Romuli face  fententiam.     But  a  more 
clear  and  pertinent  inftance  we  have  in  St.  Paul, 
1  Cor.  ix.  who  thus  reprefents  his  own  praftice  :  /  have  made 
xo,^ii,22.  yf^yj^ij ^  j^^^^^i  iQ  ^ji .  jjy^iQ  the  Jews  I  became  as  a 

Jew ;  to  them  that  are  without  law^  as  without  law : 
To  the  weak  became  I  as  weak :  I  am  made  all  thin^  to 
vid.  A£b    all  men^  that  1  might  by  all  means  favefome.     St.  Faul 
"**  wifely  knew,  that,  by  a  prudent  compliance  with 

men's  cuftoms,  and  condefcenfion  to  their  capaci- 
ties, he  engaged  to  him,  or  at  leaft  did  not  alienate 
from  him,  their  affeftions ;  and  thereby  became 
more  capable  of  infiifing  good  doftrine  into  their 
minds,  and  promoting  their  fpiritual  good.  And 
the  fame  courfe  was  generally  taken  by  the  primitive 
Chriftians,  who  in  all  things  (not  inconfiftent  with 
the  rules  and  principles  of  their  religion)  did  induf- 
trioufly  conform  their  converiation  to  the  ufual  prac- 
tices of  men  j  thereby  (hunning  thofe  fcandalous  im- 
putations of  pride  and  perverfenefs,  which  then  ren- 
dered the  Jews  fo  odious  to  the  world,  as  appears  by 
divers  pafTages  in  the  ancient  apologifts  for  Chriftian 
religion  :  particularly  Juftin  Martyr  (in  his  Epiftlc 

'  Id  agamus,  ut  mcllorcm  vitam  fequamur  qnam  vulgus,  noa 
ut  contrariam  ;  alioqui  quos  emendari  volumus  fiigamus  ct  a  no- 
bis avert!  mus. 

Temperetur  vita  inter  bonoi  mores  et  publioos,  &fc.  Sen.  Bf.  j. 

to 
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to  Diognetus)  hath  thefe  words :  Xf jr»«vo»  yx^  in  yf,  s  e  R  m. 

HTi  fwkt?,  an  i^ici  iioLittK^ifAivoi  rSv  KoiirSv  ficnv  dy^fdiruv*  XX. 
»T£  yaf  TiTH  TriXnq  ISix^  xaloixSflrtv,  UTf  J'totXcxTb)  riki  xafnX-  — — — 
XayfMvy  Xf**^*''*'***  ^''''^  P*'^*'  vA^ottrnfjLOp  aVxSciv— —  xaloixSyrif 
^£  woXwC  EXXnyixAf  tj  xal  jSiXfSafsc,  w;  ixar©*  cxXtifwSu, 
iy  TOK  iy^^wfioi?  i^ztny  axoX«S'apTf?,  &C.  7*^^  Chrtftians 
neither  in  dwellings  language^  or  cufioms  differ  from  the 
rejl  of  men  ;  they  neither  inhabit  towns  proper  to  them^ 
felves^  nor  tife  any  peculiar  dialeSly  nor  exenife  an  uncouth 
manner  0/ living  ;  but^  as  by  chance  it  is  allotted  to  them^ 
inhabiting  cities  belonging  both  to  Greeks  and  Barbarians^ 
comply  with  the  cujloms  of  the  country.  And  much 
more  hath  he  there  ;  and  much  TertuUian  likewife 
in  his  Apologetic,  to  the  fame  purpofe.  Neither  do 
we  find  in  the  hfe  of  our  Saviour,  that  exaft  pattern 
of  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  that  in  any  thing  he  did 
affedt  to  differ  from  the  received  cuftoms  of  his  time 
and  country,  except  fuch  as  were  grounded  upon 
-vain  conceits,  extremely  prejudicial  to  piety,  or  di- 
rcftly  repugnant  thereto. 

And  I  cannot  except  from  this  rule  the  compli- 
ance with  religious  cuftoms  ufed  in  the  worfhip  and 
fcrvice  of  God  :    fince   a  wilful  difcrepancy  from 
theiTi  doth  much  more  deftroy  peace,  and  kindle  the 
flame  of  contention,  in  as  much  as  men  are  apt  to 
apprehend  themfelves  much  more  flighted  and  more 
condemned  by  a  difagreement  in  thofe,  than  in  mat- 
ters of  leffer  concernment.     And  it  cannot  reafon- 
ably  be  imagined,  that  the  God  of  love  and  peace, 
who  queftionlefs  delights  to   fee  men  convcrfe  in 
peace  and  amity,  and  who  therefore  in  general  terms 
enjoins  us  to  purfue  the  things  that  make  for  peace,  Rom.  xir. 
(whereof  certainly  in  reafon  and  to  experience,  fol-  '^• 
lowing  indifferent   and  harmlefs  cuftoms,  not  ex- 
prefsly  repugnant  to  his  law,  nor  to  the  diftates  of 
natural  reafon,  is  one  thing,  and  not  the  leaft,)  in 
our  addreffes  to  himfelf  (partly  defigned  and  mainly 
fcrving  more  ftriftly  to  unite,  not  to  diflbciate  men 
in  affcdion)  ihould  diflike  or  difapprove  the  ufe  of 

I  i  3  this 
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SE  R  M.this  courfe  fo  expedient  and  conducible  to  peace: 
XX.     efpecially  fince  Jie  infinitely  more  regards  the  fub- 

■  fiance  of  the  duty,  and  the  devotion  of  the  heart 

therein,  than  the  manner,  or  any  circumftantial  ap- 
pendages thereof:  'tis  certain  however,  that  St.  Paul 
intimates  a  wilful  departure  from  ordinary  prafticc 
in  fuch  cafes,  to  proceed  from  a  contentious  difpo- 

1  Cor.  xi.    fition  :   But  if  any  man^  faith  he,  have  a  mind  to  be 

^'  contentious^  (fo  Jokh  ^iXimv.^  iiyxi  imports,)  we  have  no 

fuch  cufiom,  nor  the  churches  of  God. 

But  yet  much  more  is  peaceable  converfation  im- 
peached by  difobedience  to  eftabliflied  laws,  thofc 
great  bulwarks  of  fociety,  fences  of  order,  and  fup- 
ports  of  peace ;  which  he  that  refufes  to  obey,  is  fo 
far  from  living  peaceably  with  all  men,  that  he  may 
reafonably  be  prefumed  unwilling  to  have  peace  with 
any  man ;  fince  in  a  manner  he  defies  all  mankind, 
vilifies  its  moft  folemn  judgments,  endeavours  to  dif- 
folve  thofe  facred  bands  by  which  its  union  is  con- 
tained, and  to  fubvert  the  only  foundations  of  pub- 
lic tranquillity.  He  declares  himfelf  either  to  affeft 
an  univerfal  tyranny  over,  or  an  abhorrency  from  fo- 
ciety with,  other  men,  to  be  unwilling  to  live  with 
them  upon  equal  terms,  or  to  fubmit  to  any  fair  ar- 
bitration, to  defire  that  fl:rifes  (hould  be  endlefs,  and 
controverfies  never  decided,  who  declines  the  verdift 
of  law,  the  moft  folemn  iflue  of  deliberate  advice, 
proceeding  from  the  moft  honourable,  moft  wife, 
moft  worthy  and  feledt  perfons,  and  involving  in  it 
the  confent  of  the  whole  commonwealth.  St.  Paul, 
direfting  that  prayers  ftiould  be  made  for  princes 

I  Tim.  ii.  2.  and  thole  in  authority,  affigns  the  reafon, /ij/  we 
may  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life^  in  all  godlinefs  and 
honejly  :  and  certainly  if  we  are  to  pray  for,  we  arc 
alfo  obliged  to  obey  them  in  order  to  the  fame  end, 
which  to  do  is  abfolutely  in  our  power,  and  more 
immediately  requifite  to  that  purpofe.  For  as  no 
peace  can  be  prefcrved  without  the  influence  of  au- 
thority ;  fo  no  authority  can  fubfift  without  obedi- 
ence 
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cncc  to  its  fandions.     He  that  is  defirous  to  enjoy  s  e  R  M. 
the  privileges  of  this  happy  eftate  of  peace,  muft  in     xx. 

reafon  be  content  to  perform  the  duties  enjoined, • 

and  bear  the  common  burthens  impofed  by  thofe 
who  are  the  proteftors  of  it. 

Thus,  as  plainly  as  I  could,  have  I  defcribed  what 
it  is  to  live  peaceably,  and  what  the  means  are  that 
principally  conduce  thereto  :  1  (hould  now  proceed 
to  confider  the  objedl  of  the  duty,  and  the  reafons 
why  it  refpeds  all  men ;  as  alfo  whence  it  comes, 
that  fometimes  we  may  fail  in  our  endeavour  of  at- 
taining this  defirable  condition  :  and  laftly,  to  pro- 
pound fome  inducements  perluafive  of  its  pradice. 
But  1  muft  not  ferther  encroach  on  your  patience, 
and  fliall  therefore  referve  thefe  things  to  the  next 
opportunity. 

Noiv^  the  peace  of  Gody  which  pajfeth  all  underjland* 
tng,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  knowledge  and 
love  of  Gody  and  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrijl  our  Lord ;  and 
the  bleffmg  of  God  Almighty^  the  Father ^  Son,  and  Holy 
Gbqfiy  be  among  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 


114  SERMON 
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SERMON    XXI. 

Of  a  peaceable  Temper  and  Carriage. 


Rom.  xii,  i8. 


If  it  be  poffiblCy  as  much  as  lieth  in  youy  Uve  piaceahly 
with  all  men. 

T  HAVE  very  lately  confidered  what  it  is  to  live  s  e  R  M. 
X  peaceably^  and  what  are  the  duties  included  there-    xxi. 
in  ;  and  what  means  conduce  thereto.  • 

II.  I  proceed  now  to  confider  the  objeft  thereof, 
and  why  the  duty  of  living  peaceably  extends  to  all 
menj  that  is,  why  we  are  bound  to  bear  good-will, 
and  do  good  offices,  and  (hew  civil  refpeifts  to  all 
men ;  and  to  endeavour,  that  all  men  reciprocally  be 
well-afFeded  toward  us.  For  it  might  with  fomc 
colour  of  reafon  be  objected,  and  faid,  Why  (hould 
I  be  obliged  heartily  to  love  tbofe,  that  defperately 
hate  me  j  to  treat  them  kmdly,  that  ufe  me  defpite- 
fully ;  to  help  them,  that  woiild  hinder  me  ;  to  fe* 
lieve  them,  that  would  plunge  me  into  utter  diflrefs; 
to  comfort  them,  that  delight  in  my  affliftion;  to  be 
relbedtive  to,  and  tender  of,  their  reputation,  who 
deipife,  defame,  and  reproach  me ;  to  be  indulgent 
and  favourable  to  them,  who  are  harfh  and, rigorous 
in  their  dealings  with  mei  to  fpare  and  pardon 
them,  who  with  implacable  malice  perfecute  me  ? 

Why 
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s  E  R  M.  Why  (hould  I  fcek  their  friendfhip,  who  difdainftiHy 
xxr.  rejedt   mine;    why  prize   their  favour,   who  fcorn 

.  mine  ?    why  ftrive  to  pleafe  them,  who  purpofely 

offend  me  ?  Or  why  (hould  I  have  any  regard  to 
men,  void  of  all  faith,  goodnefs,  or  defert?  And 
moft  of  all,  why  (hould  I  be  bound  to  maintain 
amicable  correfpondence  with  thofe,  who  are  pro- 
fefled  enemies  to  piety  and  virtue,  who  oppugn 
truth,  and  difturb  peace,  and  countenance  vice, 
error,  and  faftion  ?  How  can  any  love,  confent  of 
mind,  or  communion  of»  good  offices,  intercede  be- 
tween perfons  fo  contrarily  difpofed  ?  I  anfwer,  they 
may,  and  ought,  and  that  becaufe  the  obligation  to 
thefe  ordinary  performances  is  not  grounded  upon 
any  peculiar  refpedls,  fpecial  qualifications,  or  fingu- 
lara(flionsofmen,( which  are  contingent  and  variable) 
but  upon  the  indefeftible  fcore  of  common  huma- 
nity.  We  owe  them  (as  the  philofopher  alleged,  when 
he  difpenfed  his  alms  to  an  unworthy  perfon)  i  t&J  aV 
•jwTM,  flJxxa  rw  avOjftwrnrw*  not  to  the  men,  but  to  hu- 
man nature  refident  in  them.  There  b«  indeed  di- 
vers other  forts  of  love,  in  nature  and  objeft  more 
reftrained,  built  upon  narrower  foundations,  and  re- 
quiring more  extraordinary  afts  of  duty  and  refped, 
(not  competent  to  all  men ;)  as  a  love  of  friendfhip, 
founded  upon  long  acquaintance,  fuitablene(s  of  dif- 
po(ition,  and  frequent  exchanges  of  mutual  kind- 
nefs;  a  love  of  gratitude  due  to  the  reception  of  va- 
luable benefits;  a  love  of  efteem  belonging  to  perfons 
endued  with  worth  and  virtue ;  a  love  of  relation  rc- 
fulting  from  kindred,  affinity,  neighbourhood,  and 
other  comnton  engagements.  But  the  love  of  bene- 
volence, (which  is  precedent  to  thefe,  and  more 
deeply  rooted  in  nature,  more  aacient,  more  un- 
confined,  and  more  immutable)  and  the  duties  men- 
tioned confequent  on  it,  are  grounded  upon  the 
natural  conftitution,  neceflfary  properties,  and  un- 
alterable condition  of  humanity,  and  arc  upon  (c- 
veral  accounts  due  thereto. 

I.  Upon 
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t.  Upon  account  of  univerfal  cognation,  agree-sERM. 
ment,  and  fimilitude  of  nature.    For  oUfrov  a-Tra?  ay-    xxi. 
S-f WTT^  avS-f wTTw  jcai  ^t'xov  All  men  naturally  are  of  kin  ■ 

md  friends  to  each  other ^  faith  Ariftotle.  Et  fratres^-^^'^-^v* 
etiam  veflri  fumus  jute  natura  matris  unius  ;  IVe  are^* 
alfo  your  brethren  in  the  right  of  nature y  our  common  mo- 
thefy  faid  Tertullian  of  old,  in  the  name  of  the  Chrif-inApoiof. 
tians  to  the  Heathens.  We  are  but  feveral  dreams 
ifluing  from  one  primitive  fource ;  feveral  branches 
Iprouting  from  the  fame  ftock ;  feveral  ftones  hewed 
out  of  the  fame  quarry :  one  fubftance,  by  mira- 
culous efficacy  of  the  divine  benediftion  difFufed 
and  multiplied.  One  element  affords  us  matter, 
and  one  fire  aftuates  it,  kindled  at  firft  by  the 
breath  of  God.  One  blood  flows  in  all  our  veins  ;Aasx¥ru 
one  nourifhment  repairs  our  decayed  bodies,  and^^' 
one  common  air  refreflies  our  languifliing  fpirits*. 
We  are  cohabitants  of  the  fame  earth,  and  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  fame  great  commonwealth  ;  Unam 
remp.  omnium  agnofcimus  mimdum,  faid  the  foremen- 
tionedapologiftfor  Chriftianity.  We  \Verc  allfafhioned 
according  to  the  fame  original  idea,  (refembling  God 
our  common  father)  all  endowed  with  the  fame  fa- 
culties, inclinations,  and  afFedlions ;  all  confpire  in 
*the  eflential  and  more  notable  ingredients  of  our 
conftitution ;  and  are  only  diftinguifhed  by-fome 
accidental,  inconfiderable  circumftances  of  age,  place, 
colour,  ftature,  fortune,  and  the  like ;  in  which  we 
differ  as  miich  from  ourfelves  in  fuccefTions  of  time. 
So  that  what  Ariftotle  faid  of  a  friend  is  applicable 
to  every  man  :    every  man  is  »x>j^  «Jtoc,  amtber 


kc.Epuff.l  13. 

Nemo  eft  in  gcnerc  huinano>  cui  non  dile£Uo,  ctfi  non  pro  mu- 
tua  charitate,  pro  ipfa  tamen  commuDis  naturae  focietate  debeatun 
Aug,  Ep,  121,  ad  Probam, 
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»  E  R  u.ourfelf^:  and  he  that  hates  another,  detefts  his  own 
XXI.    moft  lively  pifture;  he  that  harms  another,  injures 

? his  own  nature;  he  that  denies  relief  toanothcr,  ftarves 

a  member  of  his  own  body,  and  withers  a  branch  of 
Frov.xi.  17.  his  own  tree.     The  merciful  man  doetb  good  to  bis  own 
fouhy  but  be  that  is  cruel  troubleth  bis  own  fleJJj.   Neithef 
can  any  perfonal  demerit  of  vicious  habit,  erroneous 
opinion,  enormous  praftice,  or  fignal  difcourtefy  to- 
seeDort^  wards  us,  diflblve  thefe  bands  :  for  as  no  unkindnefs 
"ft  thy     of  a  brother  can  wholly  refcind  that  relation,  or  dif- 
brothcr     oblige  US  from  the  duties  annexed  thereto  :  fo  nei- 
unto  thee,  ther  upon  the  faults  or  mjunes  of  any  man  can  we 
.   ground  a  total  difpenfation  from  the  offices  of  huma- 
nity, efpecially  if  the  injuries  be  not  irreparable,  nor 
the  faults  incurable. 

2.  We  arc  indifpcnfably  obliged  to  thefe  duties, 
becaufe  the  bed  of  our  natural  inclinations  prompt 
us  to  the  performance  of  them  j  efpecially  thofe  of 
pity  and  benignity,  which  are  manifeftly  difcernible 
in  all,  but  moft  powerful  and  vigorous  in  the  bed 
natures;  and  which,  queftionlefs,  by  the  moft  wife 
and  good  Autlxx  of  our  beings  were  implanted 
therein  both  as  monitors  to  diredt,  and  as  fpurs  to 
lincite  us  to  the  performance  of  our  duty.  For  the 
Tame  bowels,  that  in  our  want  of  neceflary  fufte* 
nance,  do  by  a  lively  fenfe  of  pain  inform  us  thereof, 
and  inftigate  us  to  provide  againft  it,  do  in  like 
manner  grievoully  relent  the  diftrefles  of  another, 
and  thereby  admonifli  us  of  our  duty,  dnd  provoke 
us  to  relieve  them.  Even  the  ftories  of  calamities, 
that  in  ages  long  fince  paft  have  happened  to  perfons 
no  wife  related  to  us,  yea,  the  fabulous  reports  of 
tragical  events,  do  (even  againft  the  bent  of  our 
wills,  and  all  refiftance  of  reafon)  melt  our  hearts 
with  compaffion,  and  draw  tears  from  our  eyes; 

*  Nihil  cR  cnim  unum  uni  tarn  (imilc,  tarn  par,  quam  omnes 
inter  nofmetipfos  futnus^  &c.  Cic,  de  Legit,  i.  p.  i6i. 

and 
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and  thereby  evidently  fignify  that  general  fympathy  s  e  r  m. 
which  naturally  intercedes  between  all  men,  fince    xxi. 

we  can  neither  fee,  nor  hear  of,  nor  imagine  another's 

grief,  without  being  afflided  ourfelves.     Antipathies-:^*^  ^^' 
may  be  natural  to  wild  beafts;  but  to  rational  crea-timafenius, 
tures  they  are  only  unnatural.     And  on  the  other  ~™*^ 
fide,  as  nature  to  eating  and  drinking,  and  fuch  aiftsrcauspc- 
requifite  to  the  prefervation  of  our  life,  hath  adjoined  ^^^  ^^ 
a  lenfible  pleamre  and  fatisfaftion,  enticing  us  to,ftarcjubc- 
and  encouraging  us  in  the  performance  of  them ;  fo,'^  '(^^ 
and  doubtlefs  to  the  fame  end,  hath  (he  made  re- 
lieving the  neceffities  of  others,  and  doing  good  of- 
fices to  them,  to  be  accompanied  with  a  very  con- 
tentful and  delicious  relifli  to  the  mind  of  the  doer. 
Epicurus,  that  great  mafter  of  pleafure,  did  himfelf 
confefs,  that  to  beftow  benefits  was  not  only  more 
brave,  but  more  pleafarit,  than  to  receive  them; 

(*E7r/)touf 0?,  faith  ^  Plutarch,  t«  iu  siocir^uyj  TO  fu  uoitTv^ 

i  fjLwo^  xaXAiov,  uxxoi  x»\  ^hoif  i7vot\  ^no'u)  And,  Cer- 
tainly, no  kind  of  aft  ions  a  man  Xan  perform  are 
attended  with  a  more  pure,  more  perfedl,  more  fa- 
voury  delight,  tlian  thofe  of  beneficence  are.  Since 
nature  therefore  hath  made  our  neighbour's  mifery 
our  pain,  and  his  content  our  pleaftire ;  fince  with 
indiffoluble  bands  of  mutual  fympathy  (he  hath 
concatenated  our  fortunes  and  affeftions  together ; 
fince  by  the  difcipline  of  our  fenfe  (he  infl:ruds  us, 
and  by  the  importunity  thereof  folicits  us  to  the  ob- 
fervance  of  our  duty,  let  us  follow  her  wife  direc- 
tions, and  confpire  with  her  kindly  motions  ;  let  us 
not  ftifle  or  weaken  by  difufe,  or  contrary  praftice, 
but  by  conformsdDle  aftion  cherifti  and  confirm  the 
good  inclinations  of  nature. 

3.  We  are  obliged  to  thefe  duties  upon  account 
of  common  equity.  We  have  all  (the  moft  four 
and  ftoical  of  us  all)  implanted  in  us  a  natural  am- 
bition, and  a  defire  (which  we  can  by  no  means  era- 

'  De  Philof.conTifhicutn  Prlncip.  Evffttlnv  li  tvtfyirtTt,  M.Ant. 

dicate. 
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$  E  R  Medicate)  of  being  beloved  and  rcfpefted  by  all;  and 
XXI.    are  difpofed  in  our  need  to  demand  affiftance,  com- 

miferation  of  our  misfortunes,  and  relief  in  our  dif- 

trefs  of  all  that  are  in  capacity  to  afford  them  ;  and 
are  apt  to  be  vehemently  difpieafed,  to  think  our- 
felves  hardly  dealt  with,  and  to  complain  of  cruelty 
and  inhumanity  in  thofe  that  refufe  them  to  us  :  and 
therefore  in  all  reafon  and  equity  we  Qiould  readily 
pay  the  fame  love,  refped,  aid,  and  comfort  to 
others,  which  we  expert  from  others  ;  for,  Beneficium 
qui  dare  nefcitj  injujle  petit -y  nothing  is  more  unreafon- 
ablc,  or  unequal,  than  to  require  from  others  thofe 
good  turns,  which  upon  like  occafion  we  are  unwil- 
ling to  render  to  others. 

4.  We  are  obliged  to  thefe  duties  of  humanity 
upon  account  of  common  intereft,  benefit,  and  ad- 
vantage. The  welfare  and  fafety,  the  honour  and 
reputation,  the  pleafure  and  quiet  of  our  lives  are 
concerned  in  our  maintaining  a  loving  correfpon- 
dence  with  all  men.  For  fo  uncertain  is  our  condi- 
tion, fo  obnoxious  are  we  to  manifold  neceffitics, 
that  there  is  no  man  whofe  good-will  we  may  not 
need,  whofe  good  word  may  not  ft  and  us  in  ftead, 
whofe  helpful  endeavour  may  not  fometimes  oblige 
us.  The  great  Pompey,  the  glorious  triumphcr 
over  nations,  and  admired  darling  of  fortune,  was 
beholden  at  laft  to  a  flave  for  the  compofing  his 
allies,  and  celebrating  his  funeral  obfequies.  The 
.  honour  of  the  grcateft  men  depends  on  the  eftima- 
tion  of  the  leaft  ;  and  the  good-will  of  the  meaneft 
peafant  is  a  brighter  ornament  to  the  fortune,  a 
greater  acceffion  to  the  grandeur  of  a  prince,  than 
the  moft  radiant  gem  in  his  royal  diadem.  How- 
ever the  fpite  and  enmity  of  one  (and  him  the  moft 
weak  otherwife  and  contemptible)  perfon  may  h^ 
pen  to  fpoil  the  content  of  our  whole  life,  and  de- 
prive us  of  the  moft  comfortable  enjoyments  there* 
of;  may  divert  our  thoughts  from  our  delightful 
employments  to  a  folicitous  care  of  felf-prefervation 

and 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


Of  a  peaceable  'Temper  and  Carriage.  495 

auid  defence  ;  may  difcompofe  our  minds  with  vex*  s  e  r  m. 
atious  paffions  ;  may  by  falfe  reports,  odious  fuggef-    xxi. 

tions,  and  llanderous  defamations  blaft  our  credit, 

laife  a  ftorm  of  general  hatred,  and  conjure  up  thou- 
lands  of  enemies  againft  us  ;  may  by  infidious  prac- 
tices fupplant  and  undermine  us,  prejudice  our  wel- 
fere,  endanger  oureftate,  and  involve  us  in  a  bottom- 
lefs  gulf  of  trouble  :  it  is  but  reafonable  therefore,  if 
we  defire  to  live  fecurely,  comfortably,  and  quietly, 
that  by  all  honeft  means  we  fliould  endeavour  to 
purchafe  the  good-will  of  all  men,  and  provoke  no 
man's  enmity  needlefsly  ;  fince  any  man's  love  may 
be  ufeful,  and  every  man's  hatred  is  dangerous. 

$.  We  are  obliged  to  thefe  duties  by  a  tacit  com- 
paft  and  fundamental  conftitution  of  mankind,  in 
purfuance  of  thofe  principal  defigns,  for  which  men 
were  incorporated,  and  are  ftill  continued  in  civil 
fociety.  For  to  this  purpofe  do  men  congregate, 
cohabat,  and  combine  themfelves  in  fociable  com- 
munion, tliat  thereby  they  may  enjoy  a  delightful 
converfation,  void  of  fear,  ito^  from  fufpicion,  and 
free  from  danger ;  promote  mutual  advantage  and 
latisfaftion ;  be  helpful  and  beneficial  each  to  other : 
abftrading  from  which  commodities  the  retirements 
of  a  cloifter,  or  the  folitudes  of  a  defert,  the  life  of 
a  reclufe,  or  of  a  wild  beaft,  would  perhaps  be  more 
defirablc  tlian  thefe  of  gregarious  converfe :  for  as 
men,  being  pleafed  and  well  afFeded  to  each  other,  arc 
ih^  mod  obliging  friends,  and  pleafant  companions  ; 
(d  being  enraged,  they  are  the  moft  mifchievous  and 
dangerous  neighbours,  the  moft  fierce  and  favagc 
enemies.  By  negledling,  therefore,  or  contravening 
thefe  duties  of  humanity,  we  fruftrate  the  main  ends 
of  Ibciety,  difappoint  the  expedations  of  each  other, 
fubvert  the  grounds  of  ordinary  civility,  and  in  the 
commonwealth  deal  as  unpoliticly,  as  the  members 
in  the  body  Ihould  aft  unnaturally,  in  fubtrafting 
mutual  afliflance,  or  harming  each  other  j  as  if  the 
eye  (hould  deny  to  the  hands  the  direction  of  light, 
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9  E  K  M.  and  the  hands  in  revenge  (hould  pluck  out  the 
XXI.    eyes. 

.^ 6.  We  are  by  obferving  tbefe  rules  to  oblige  and 

render  men  well-affefted  to  us,  becaufe  being  upon 
fuch  terms  with  men  conduceth  to  our  living  (not 
only  delightfully  and  quietly,  but)  honeftly  and  re- 
ligioufly  in  this  world.  How  peace  and  edification, 
fpiritual  comfort  and  temporal  quiet  do  concur  and 
co-operate,  we  fee  intimated  Adbs  ix.  31.  Then  bad 
the  churches  peace  throughout  all  Judaa,  and  Galilee^ 
and  Samaria^  and  zvere  edified^  and  walking  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord  J  and  in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Gbofi,  ix^re 
multiplied.     St.  Paul  advifed  the  Chriftians  of  his 

I  Tim.  ii.   time,  liable  to  perfecution,  to  make  prayers  for  all 

''  *•  men^  (and  efpecially  for  thofe  in  emifient  power)  that  they 
might  lead  ^  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life  in  all  godlinefs 
and  honejly ;  to  pray  for  them,  that  is,  to  pray  that 
they  might  be  fo  difpofed,  as  not  to  moleft,  interrupt, 
or  dtfcourage  them  in  the  exercife  of  virtue,  and 
practice  of  piety.  For  thefe  by  a  tranquillity  (rf 
mind,  a  fedatenefs  of  affedtions,  a  competency  of 
reft,  and  leifure,  and  retirement,  a  freedom  from 
amazing  fear,  diftrafting  care,  and  painful  fenfe,  are 
greatly  advanced  ;  of  which  advantages  by  conten- 
tious broils  ^nd  enmities  we  are  deprived  and  en- 
cumbered with  the  contrary  impediments.  They 
breed  thorny  anxieties,  and  by  them  choak  the  feeds 
of  good  intention  :  they  raife  dufky  fumes  of  me- 
lancholy, by  them  intercepting  the  beams  of  fpiri- 
tual light,  and  ftifling  the  flames  of  devout  affedtion. 
By  them  our  thoughts  are  affixed  upon  the  bafcfl, 
and  taken  off  from  the  moft  excellent  objedls  ;  our 
fancies  are  difordered  by  turbulent  animofitics ;  our 
time  is  fpent,  and  our  endeavour  taken  up  in  the 
moft  ungrateful  and  unprofitable  emplojrments,  of 
defeating  the  attempts,  relifting  the  aflaults,  di(piT>v- 


"H^/xor  x«i  iicrv^9  glof,  (*  retired  and  quiet  life.) 

ing 
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ing  the  calumnies,  countermining  the  plots  of  ad-  s  E  R  M. 
verfaries ;  they  bring  u^  upon  the  ftage  againft  our    xxr. 
will,  and  make  us  aft  parts  in  tragedies,  neither  be-  ■ 

coming,  nor  delighting  us.  They  difturb  often  our 
natural  reft,  and  hinder  us  in  the  difpatch  of  our  or- 
dinary bufinefs  ;  and  much  more  impede  the  fteadi- 
nefs  of  our  devotion,  and  obftruft  the  courfe  of  reli- 
gious pradice.  They  tempt  us  alfo  to  omiffions  of 
our  duty,  to  unfeemly  behaviour,  and  to  the  commif- 
fions  of  grievous  fin ;  to  harfli  cenfure,  envious  de- 
tradion,  unwarrantable  revenge,  repining  at  the 
good  fuccefles,  and  delighting  m  the  misfortunes  of 
others.  Many  examples  occur  in  hiftory,  like  thofe 
of  Hanno  the  Carthaginian,  and  Quint.  Metellus, 
(Pompey*s  antagonift)  who,  in  purfuance  of  fome 
private  grudges,  have  not  only  betrayed  their  own 
mterefts,  and  fuUied  their  own  reputations;  but  no- 
tably diflerved,  and  damnified  the  public  weal  of 
their  country  :  and  fo  will  our  being  engaged  in  en- 
mity with  men  caufe  us  to  negleft,  if  not  to  contra- 
di6t,  our  deareft  concernments ;  whence  we  Ihould 
carefully  avoid  theoccafions  thereof,  and  byari  inno- 
cent and  beneficent  converfation  oblige  men  to  a 
friendly  correfpondence  with  us. 

7.  We  are  obliged  to  perform  thefe  duties  of  huma- 
nity, becaufe  by  fo  doing  we  become  more  capable 
of  promoting  goodnefs  in  others,  and  fo  of  fulfilling 
the  higheft  duties  of  Chriftian  charity ;  of  fuccelsfully 
advifingand  admonifhing  others;  of  inftrufting  their 
ignorance,  and  convincing  their  miftakes ;  of  re- 
moving their  prejudices,  and  fatisfying  their  fcru- 
ples ;  of  reclaiming  them  from  vice,  error,  fadtion ; 
and  reconciling  them  to  virtue,  truth,  and  peace. 
For  by  no  force  of  reafon,  or  ftratagem  of  wit,  are 
men  fo  eafily  fubdued,  by  no  bait  fo  thoroughly  al- 
lured and  caught,  as  by  real  courtefy,  gentlenels,  and 
affability ;  as  on  the  other  fide,  by  a  four  and  pee- 
vifti  humour,  fupercilious  looks,  bitter  language,  and 
harlh  dealing,  men  are  rendered  indocile  and  intrac- 

voL.  !!•  K  k  table, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


49^  Of  a  peaceable  "temper  and  Carriage,. 

9ERM. table,  averfe  from  better  inftruftion,  obftinate  ia 
XXI.    their  ways,  and  pertinacious ^in  their  conceits,     Eafi- 

'  ly  do  men  fwallow  the  pill  gilded  with  fair  carnage, 

and  fweetened  by  kind  fpeech  ;  readily  do  they  af- 
ford a  favourable  ear  to  the  advice  feeming  to  pro- 
ceed from   good-will,  and  a  tender  care  of  their 
good  :  but  the  phyfic  of  wholefome  admonition  be- 
ing fteeped  in  the  vinegar  of  reproach,  and  tem- 
pered with  the  gall  of  pailion,  becomes  diftaftefiil 
and  loathfomQ  to  the  patient :  neither  will  men  wil- 
lingly liften  to  the  reafonings  of  thofe,  whom  they 
apprehend  difaffe&ed  to  their  perfons,  and  more  de- 
firous  to  wound  their  reputations,  than  to  cure  their 
diftempers.     The  flighteft  argument,  the  moft  Am- 
ple and  unpoliQied  oration,  ifiuing  from  the  mouth 
of  a  friend,  is  wonderfully  more  prevalent,  than  the 
ftrongeft  demonftration,  than  the  moft  powerful  elo- 
quence of  an  enemy.     For  obliging  ufa^  and  cour- 
teous fpeech  unlock  the  afFe<5tions,  and  by  them  infi- 
nuate  into  the  reafon  of  men :  but  furly  deportment 
and  froward  expreflions  dam  up  the  attention  with 
prejudice,  and  interclude  all  avenues  to  the  under- 
ftanding.    An  illuftration  of  which  difcourfe  we  have 
from  comparing  the  different  praftice  of  the  Jews, 
and  the  ancient  Chriftians,  with  the  contrary  fuc- 
ceffes  thereof.    The  Jews,  by  their  feditious  and  tur- 
bulent praftices,  by  their  infolent  contempt,  and 
implacable  hatred  of  others  (for  you  know  what  Ta- 
Hift.ub.v.citus  faith  of  them  :  Apud  ipfos  fides  obfiinatay  miferi- 
cordia  in  promptu^fed  adverfus  omnes  alios  bojlile  odium;) 
by  their  perverfe  and  unfociable  humours,  declining 
all  intercourfe,  and  refufing  ordinary  offices  of  hu- 
manity (fo  much  as  to  fliew  the  way,  or  to  direft  the 
thirfty  traveller  to  the  fountain)  to  any  not  of  their 
own  fed,  did  procure  an  odium,  fcorn,  and  infamy 
upon  their  religion,  rendered  all  men  averfe  from 
enquiring  into,  or  entertaining  any  good  opinioa 
thereof,  and  fo  very  little  enlarged  its  bounds,  and 
gained  few  profelytes  thereto.    But  the  Chriftians, 
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by  a  mild,  patient,  and  peaeeable  behaviour;  b^sERM^ 
obedience  to  laws,  and  compliance  with  harmlefs  cuf-    xxi. 
tomsj  by  perfedfe  innocence,  and  abftinence  from  ■  * 

doing  injury  ;  by  paying  due  refpefts,  and  perform- 
ing civil  offices  and  demonftraticms  of  benevolence  $ 
by  loving  converfation,  and  friendly  commerce  with 
aU,  commended  their  doftrihe  to  the  regard  of 
men*;  and  by  this  only  piece  of  rhetoric  (without 
terror  of  arms^  or  countenance  of  power,  or  plaufibi- 
lity  of  difcourfe,  or  promife  of  temporal  reward)  fub- 
dued  the  faith  of  men,  and  perfuaded  a  great  part  of 
the  world  to  embrace  their  excellent  profeffion. 

"We  converfe  with  you  like  men,  we  ufe  theTertui.A* 
**  famie  diet,  habit,  and  rieeeffary  furniture  :  we  haveP°** 
*^  recourfc  to  your  tribunals;  we  frequent  your  mar* 
**  kets,  your  fairs,  your  (hops,  your  ftalls,  your 
*'  fhambles,  your  baths:  we  cohabit,  we  fail,  we  war, 
^^  we  till,  we  trade,  we  hiaintain  all  manner  of  com- 
*«  merce  with  you,*'  faith  the  Chriftian  apologift  to 
the  Pagans,  in  behalf  of  the  ancient  Chriftians. 
Which  kind  of  pradtice  they  derived  not  only  from 
the  fweet  temper  and  noble  genius  of  their  religion, 
but  from  the  exprefs  inftitution  of  the  firft  teachers 
thereof,  and  from  their  exemplary  pradice  therein. 
For  both  by  dodrine  did  the  Apoftles  exhort,  and 
by  their  example  incite  them  to  adorn  the  Gofpel^ 
and  render  the  difcipline  of  Chrift  amiable  by  their 
meek,  gentle,  compliant,  and  inofFenfive  converfa- 
tion ;  and  thereby  to  allure  others  to  a  willing  en- 
tertainment thereof.  To  this  purpofe  are  thole  ex- 
hortations, Phil.  iv.  5.  Let  your  moderation  (ro  Iwinxk 
J/uMJi^,  your  equity  J  or  gentlenejs)  be  known  to  all  men  : 
and,  I  Their,  v.  14, — Comfort  the  '^ affiiEiedi  fupport^^^ahipy^ 
the  weaky  be  long-fuffei'lng.  toward  all.     Be  ye  all  cdre-^^"^* 

*  Thus  the  ancient  ChrHlians :  but  when  religion  dcclirtcd, 
diiTendoiY  and  ilkwill  did  grow;  fo  that  the  heathen  hiftoriah 
(Am.  Mar.  lib.  xxii.)  could  fay  of  Julian  :  Nullas  rnfJlAs  bom'mt^. 
iuj  beftias,  utfunt  Jibi  fir  ales  fterique  .Cbrlfi'tanorum,  expertus. 
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s  E  R  M./ui  not  to  render  evil  for  evil^  but  always  purfue  goodnefs 
XXI.   toward  each  other ^  and  toward  all:  and,  Gal.  vi.  lo. 

■  As  we  have  opportunity^  let  us  do  good  to  all  men :  and. 

Tit.  iii.  I,  2.  Put  them  in  mind  to  befubjeQ  to  principali- 
ties and  powaSy  to  be  ready  to  every  good  work ;  to  re^ 
proach  no  man ;  not  to  be  contentious^  but  gentle ^fhewing  all 
meeknefs  to  all  men:  and,  2  Tim.  ii.  24,  25.  The  minifter 
of  the  Lord  mufi  not  f  rive ^  but  be  gentle  unto  all  men^  apt 
to  teacby  patient :  in  meeknefs  inflruSIing  thofe  that  oppofe 
tbemfelves :  (or  thofe  that  are  otherwife  difpofed,  T«c 
(liyr^iiCK\i^tii.irdf;)  if  peradventure  God  will  give  them  re- 
pehtance  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  truth :  where  gen- 
tlenefs  toward  all,  and  meeknefs  toward  adverfaries, 
are  oppofitely  conjoined,  with  aptnefs  to  teach  and 
inftrud ;  the  one  qualification  lo  effeftually  predif* 
pofing  to  the  other :  and  it  is  befide  intimated,  that 
gentle  and  meek  treatment  are  fuitable  inftruments 
ordinarily  employed  by  God  to  convert  men  fix)m 
error  to  truth. 

8.  We  are  bound  hereto  in  compliance  and  con- 
formity to  the  beft  pattern's,  God,  Chrift,  the  Apo- 
ftles,  the  primitive  Saints :  this  illuftrious  doftor  of 
Chriftian  religion,  St.  Paul,  did  not  fail  to  fecond 

I  Cor.  X.   this  his  doftrine  with  Jiis  own  example.     For,  Give 

^**^^'  none  ofence^  faith  he,  neither  to  the  Jezvs  nor  to  the 
Gentiles  y  nor  to  the  Church  of  God ;  even  as  I  pleafe  all 
men  in  all  things,  not  feeking  mine  own  profit ,  but  the 
profit  of  many  J  that  they  may  be  faved  :  Pleafe  all  men 
in  all  things :  what  could  St.  Paul  fay,  or  what  do 
I  Cor.  ii.  more  ?    And  again.  For  though^  faith  he,  /  be  free 

I  *^'  *^'  f'om  all  men^  yet  have  I  made  myfelf  a  fervant  unto  alk 
that  I  might  gain  the  more :  to  the  weak  became  I  as 
weaky  that  I  might  gain  the  weak :  I  am  made  all  things 
to  all  men^  that  by  all  means  I  might  fave  fome.  Sec 
how  far  this  chantable  defign  of  doing  good  to  others 
tranfported  him :  he  parted  with  his  own  freedom, 
that  he  might  redeem  them  from  the  (lavery  of  a 
wicked  life ;  he  denied  his  own  prefdtit  fatisfeftion, 
that  he  might  procure  them  a  lading  content;  he 
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defpifed  his  own  profit,  that  he  might  promote  theirs  e  R  m. 
fpiritual  advantage ;  he  proftituted  his  own  repu-    xxi. 
tation,  that  he  might  advance  them  to  a  condition  '  " 

of  true  glory.  He  underwent  grievous  affliftions 
for  their  comfort,  fuftained  reftlefs  pains  for  their 
cafe,  and  hazarded  his  own  fafety  for  their  falvation. 
He  condefccnded  to  their  infirmities,  fuited  his  de- 
meanour to  their  tempers,  complied  with  their  va- 
rious humours,  and  contrary  cuftoms :  he  differed 
from  himfelf,  that  he  might  agree  with  them,  and 
transformed  himfelf  into  all  fhapes,  that  he  might 
convert  them  into  what  they  fliould  be,  reform  their 
manners,  and  tranflate  them  into  a  happy  eflate. 
But  above  all  is  the  praftice  of  our  Lord  himfelf 
mofl  remarkable  to  this  purpofe ;  and  difcovers 
plainly  to  him  that  obferves  an  univerfally  large  and 
unreftrained  philanthropy.  For  having  from  a  won- 
derful confpiracy  of  kindnefs  and  good-will  (between 
him  and  his  eternal  Father)  toward  the  world  of 
men,  defcended  willingly  from  the  throne  of  his  ce- 
leftial  Majefly,  and  enveloped  his  divine  glory  in  a 
cloud  of  mortal  frailty,  and  that^  as  the  Apoftle  faith, Coioff.i.ao. 
he  might  reconcile  all  things  in  heaven  and  earth,  con- 
join God  and  man  by  a  nearer  alliance,  and  unite 
men  together  by  the  more  facred  bands  of  common 
relation  to  himfelf:  having  afTumed  not  only  the 
outward  fhape  and  corporeal  refemblance  of  man, 
but  the  inward  frame,  and  real  paflions  of  human 
fouls ;  he  difdained  not  accordingly  to  obey  the 
laws,  to  follow  the  inclinations,  to  obferve  the  du- 
ties of  the  befl  and  mofl  perfedt  humanity  ;  with  an 
equal  and  impartial  bounty  imparting  free  admit- 
tance, familiar  c;pnverfe,  friendly  aid  and  fuccour  un- 
to all,  even  the  worfl  of  men  in  all  appearance,  (and 
that  fo  far,  that  fome  rigorous  cenfurers  thence  pre- 
fumed  to  tax  him  as  a  gluttony  and  a  good-fellow,  dPMatt.  xi. 
friend  to  publicans  andfinners^  diflributing  liberally  to'^* 
all  the  incomparable  benefits  of  his  heavenly  doc- 
trine, of  his  holy  example,  of  his  miraculous  power ; 
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s  £  fi  M.inftrpding  the  ignorances,  detefting  the  erron,  dif- 
xxr.    poffefTing  the  devils ;  fuftaining  the  weakneffes,  over- 
t  looking  the  injuries,  comforting  the  affliftions,  fup- 

plying  t\\p  neocflities,  healing  the  difeafes,  and  remc* 
dying  all  the  miferies  of  all,  that  did  not  wilfully  rc- 
Aasx.38.  jed  their  own  welfare:  He  went  abouty  faith  St.  Peter 
in  the  Adls,  doing  good^  and  healing  all  that  were  op- 
Matt.ix.    prejfed of  the  devil:  and,  He  went  about  all  the  cities 
^^*  and  villages^  teaching  in  their  fynagogueSy  and  preaching 

the  Gofpel  of  the  kingdom^  and  healing  every  Jicknefi 
and  evoy  difeafe  among  the  people^  faith  St.  Matthew's 
GofpeL  He  defpifed  not  the  meaneft,  either  in  out- 
ward eftate,  or  fpiritual  improvement.  He  invited 
all  ufito  \\\m^  repellfsd  or  difcouraged  none ;  nor  rc- 
fufed  to  any  that  came  unto  him  his  counfel  or  his 
Jielp.  He  was  averfe  from  no  man's  fociety  (and  if 
in  any  degree  from  any,  chiefly  from  thofe,  who  con- 
Luke  xTiii.  fidently  pretended  to  extraordinary  fanftity,  and 
^'  propdly  contejnncd  others.)   Meek  and   gentle  he 

was,  miW  and  patient  j  courteous  and  benign;  low- 
}y  anc}  condelcenfive  j  tender  and  compaffionatc  in 
his  converfation  ynto  all.  And  for  a  complement  of 
his  tr^nlcendent  charity,  and  for  an  enforcement  un- 
to ours,  he  laid  down  his  life  for  us  all,  as  a  common 
price  to  purchafe  remiflion  of  fins  :  a  general  ranfom 
to  redeem  the  human  creation  from  the  captivity  of 
hell  and  flavery  of  coniaption,  into  the  glorious  li- 
i^erty  of  the  fons  of  God;  demoliftiing  by  his  pacific 
death  all  partition-walls,  and  laying  open  all  indo- 
fures  of  the  divine  favour ;  reconciling  God  to  man, 
^nd  copi^Dining  man  to  himfelf  by  the  freth  cement 
of  his  precious  blood  :  fo  that  now  not  only  as  fel- 
low creatures ;  but  (which  is  exceedingly  more)  t$ 
partakers  of  the  lame  common  redemption,  as  ob- 
je6ts  of  the  fame  mercy,  as  obliged  in  the  fame  com- 
mon debt,  and  as  capable  of  the  fame  eternal  happi- 
nefs,  by  new  and  firmer  engagemei^ts  we  are  bound 
to  all  mutual  kindnefs  and  benevolence  toward  all. 
Kom.  »iT.  For,  Deflroy  not^  faith  St.  Paul,  and  by  like  rcafon  I 
»5-  0137 
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may  fay,  harm  not,  vex  not,  be  not  unkind  to)  hm^%  e  r  m. 
for  whom  Chriji  died.  xxi. 

Nay,  farther,  we  have  the  example  of  Almighty  » 

God  himfclf  direfting,  and  by  our  Saviour's  exprefe 
admonition  obliging  us  to  this  univerfal  beneficence, 
compaffion,  and  patience  towards  all :  who  by  ex- 
prefs  teftimony  of  facred  writ,  and  by  palpable  figns 
of  continual  experience,  declareth  himfelf  to  be  a 
lover  of  mankind  ;  to  be  good  to  all,  and  tenderlyTit.  lii.  2. 
merciful  over  all  his  works  ;  not  to  afflicl  willingly, ^*^'^**^* 
nor  grieve  the  children  of  men ;  to  compaffionate 
the  miferies,  and  fupply  the  needs,  and  relieve  the 
diftreffes  j  to  defire  the  falvation,  and  to  delight  in 
the  happinefs  of  men  :  who  with  an  indifferent, 
unlimited  munificence  difpenfes  his  bleffings,  extends 
his  watchful  providence,  and  imparts  his  loving  care 
unto  all ;  caufing  his  fun  with  comfortable  beams 
to  fliine,  and  the  refreftiing  fhowers  to  defcend,  the 
earth  to  yield  her  pleafant  fruits,  the  temperate  fea- 
fons  to  recur,  and  all  the  elements  to  minifter  fuc- 
cour,joy,  and  fatisfaftion  even  to  the  mod  impious  vid.  ac- 
and  ungrateful  toward  him  :  who  with  immenfe  ™*^"^-Ep'^- 
clemency  and  long-fufFerance  overlooks  the  facrilegi-a;.  ^^^^^ 
ousafFronts  offered  daily  to  hismajefty,  the  outrageous 
violations  of  his  laws,  and  the  contemptuous  neglefts 
of  his  unexpreffible  goodnefs  :  who  patiently  waits 
for  the  repentance,  and  incefTantly  folicits  the  recon- 
cilement, courts  the  amity,  and  in  a  manner  begs 
the  good-will  of  his  moft  deadly  enemies  ;  whom 
he  hath  always  in  his  hand,  and  can  crufli  to  nothing 
at  his  pleafure.  For,  fVe  are  embaffadors  for  Chrifi, 
as  if  God  by  us  did  entreat  you :  PVe  befeecb  you  in 
ChrifTs  behalf  \  be  reconciled  to  God^  laith  St.  Paul. 

Since  therefore  upon  account  of  natural  confan- 
guinity,'of  our  befl  inclinations,  of  common  equity, 
and  general  advantage,  and  an  implicit  compaft  be- 
tween men;  of  fecuring  our,  and  promoting  others 
virtue  and  piety  j  from  the  exhortations  of  Scripture 
mentioned,  and  many  more  tending  to  the  fame  pur- 

K  k  4    .  pofe. 
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s  E  R  M.pofe,  from  the  example  of  the  ancient  Chriftians, 
XXI.    the  leaders  and  champions  of  our  religion,  of  the 

— — — Apoftles,  the  matters  and  patriarchs  thereof,  of  our 
blefled  Redeemer,  and  of  Almighty  God  himfelf,  we 
are  obliged  to  this  univerfal  benevolence  and  bene- 
ficence toward  all ;  no  mifapprehenfions  of  judg- 
ment, no  mifcarriages  in  praftice,  no  ill  difpofi- 
tions  of  foul,  no  demerits  in  himfelf,  no  difcourtefics 
toward  us,  ought  wholly  to  alienate  our  affedtions 
from,  or  to  avert  us  from  doing  good,  or  to  incline  us 
to  render  evil  for  evil  unto  any  perfon :  efpecially 
confidering,  that  the  omiffions  of  others  cannot  ex- 
cufe  us  from  the  performance  of  our  duty;  that 
no  man  is  to  be  prefumed  incorrigible,  nor  (like  the 
lapfed  Angels)  concluded  in  defperate  impenitence  ; 
and  that  our  loving  and  gentle  demeanor  toward 
them  may  be  inftrumental  to  their  amendment,  and 
the  contrary  may  contribute  to  their  progrefe  and 
continuance  in  offences ;  that  God  hath  promifed 
to  us  a  reward  of  our  patiepce,  and  hath  referved  to 
them  a  fcafon  of  judgment  and  punilhment,  if  they 
perfift  obftinate  in  their  diforderly  courfes ;  that  to 
avenge  their  trefpafles  belongs  not  to  us,  but  toi  Al- 
mighty God,  whoismore  nearly  concerned  in,and  more 
injured  by  them,  and  is  yet  content  to  endure  them,  to 
prolong  their  lives,  to  continue  his  benefits  to  them, 
and  to  expeft  their  converfion  :  that  our  differing 
from  them  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  ourfelves,  but 
wholly,  or  chiefl)^  to  the  goodnefs  of  God;  that  we 
always  were,  are,  and  (hall  be  liable  to  the  (amc 
errors,  vices,  and  mifdemeanors :  that,  lalUy,  the 
faults  and  follies  of  others,  like  the  maims  of  body, 
diftempers  of  foul,  or  crofles  of  fortune,  (being  their 
own  greateft  unhappinefles)  require  rather  our  pity 
than  our  hatred,  to  be  eafed  by  our  help,  than  ag- 
gravated by  our  unkindnefs.  *Tis  too  fcant  there- 
fore and  narrow  a  charity  that  is  limited  by  corrc- 
fpondence  of  courtefy,  or  by  the  perfonal  merits  of 
others.    We  are  bound  to  live  peaceably  with,  that 


IS, 
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is,  to  be  innocent,  beneficial,  refpeftive  to  all,  and  tos  e  r  m. 
feek  the  reciprocal  good-will,  love,  and  amity  of  all.    xxi. 
But  I  have  infifted  too  long  upon  this  particular,  » 

concerning  the  objeft  of  this  duty,  and  its  cxtenfion. 
III.  1  proceed  briefly  to  confider  whence  it  comes, 
that  (as  I  before  obferved  was  intimated  in  thefe 
words.  If  it  be  poj/tble^  as  much  as  lieth  in  you y)  though 
we  do  our  parts,  and  perform  carefully  the  duties 
incumbent  on  us,  though  we  bear  good- will,  and  do  ' 
good  offices,  and  yield  due  refpefts,  and  abflain  from 
all  not  only  injurious,  but  rigorous  dealings  toward  all; 
though  we  revile  none,  nor  cenfure  harflily,  nor  pre- 
fumptuoufly  intermeddle  with  others'  affairs;  though 
we  obey  laws,  and  comply  with  received  cufloms,  and 
avoid  all  occalions  of  contention;  though  our  tem- 
pers  be   meek,  our  principles  peaceable,  and  our 
converfations   inoffenfive,  we  may   yet   prove  fuc- 
cefslefs  in  our  endeavours  to  live  peaceably,   and 
may  be  hated,  harmed,  and  difquieted  in  our  courie 
of  life.     That  it  fo  happens,  we  find  by  plain  expe- 
rience, and  manifold  example.    For  Mofes^  the  meek^ 
ejl  man  upon  earthy  and  commended  befide  by  all  cir- 
cumflances  of  divine  favour,  and  human  worth,  was  ' 
yet  often  envied,  impugned,  and  molefted  by  thofe, 
whom  by  all  manner  of  benefits  he  had  mofl  highly 
obliged.  And  we  find  David  frequently  complaining,  vid.pf.w. 
that  by  thofe,  whofe  good  will,  by  performing  all  of-***' 
fices  of  friendly  kindnefs  and  brotherly  afTeftioh,  he 
had  fludioufly  laboured  to  defcrve,  whofe  maladies 
and  calamities,  he  had  not  only  tenderly  commifer- 
ated,  but  had  prayed  and  humbled  his  foul  with 
fafting  for  their  recovery  and  deliverance  from  them, 
was  yet  recompenfed  by  their  treacherous  devices 
againfl  his  fafety,  by  grievous  reproaches,  and  fcorn- 
ful  infultings  over  hkn  in  his  affliftion ;  as  wc  fee  at 
large  in  Pfalms  xxxv.  and  Ixix.    And  in  Pfalm  cxx. 
he  thus  lamentably  bemoans  his  condition :  IVo  is 
me^  that  Ifojourn  in  Mefech^  that  I  dwell  in  the  tents  of 
Kedar :  My  foul  batb  long  dwelt  with  him  that  hatetb 

peace  : 
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5  E  R  M.  peace :  I  am  for  peace ;  but  when  Ifpeak^  they  are  for 
XXI.    war.    And  our  bleflcd  Saviour  himfelf,  though  in 

.— —  the  whole  tenor  of  his  life  he  demonflrated  an  in- 
comparable mceknefe  and  fweetnefs  of  difpofition, 
and  exercifed  continually  all  manner  of  kindnefs  and 
beneficence  toward   all   men,  was  notwithftanding 
loaded  with  all  kinds  of  injuries  and  contumelies, 
was  bitterly  hated,  ignominioufly  difgraced,  andma- 
licioufly  perfecuted  unto  death.     And  the  fame  lot 
befel  his  faithful  difciples,  that  although  their  defign 
was  benign  and  charitable,  their  carris^e  blamelefs 
and  obliging  toward  all,  they  were  yet  purfued  con- 
ftantly  both  by  the  outrageous  clamours  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  cruel  ufages  from  thofe  in  eminent  power. 
Now  though  it  feem  ftrange  and  almoft  incredible, 
that  they  who  are  truly  friends  to  all,  and  are  ready 
to  do  to  all  what  good  they  can  ;  who  willin^y  dif- 
plcafe  none,  but  induftrioufly  ftrive  to  acquire  (not 
with  glozing  (hews  of  popularity,  but  by  real  ex* 
preffians  of  kindnefs)  the  good -will  and  favour  of  all, 
fhould  yet  be  maligned,  or  molefted  by  any;  yet 
feeing  it  fo  happens,  if  we  enquire  into  the  r^on, 
we  (hall  find  this  miracle  in  morality  to  proceed  (to 
omit  the  negledt  of  the  duties  mentioned  in  our 
former  difcourfe)  chiefly  from  the  exceeding  variety, 
difference,  and  contrariety  of  men's  difpofitionsjoined 
with  the  morofity,  aptnefs  to  miflake,  envy,  or  un- 
reafonable  perveifenefs  of  fome ;   which  necelTarily 
render  the  means  of  attaining  all  men's  cood-wiU  in- 
fufficient,  and  the  endeavours  unfuccefsful.  For  men 
feeing  by  feveral  lights,  relilhing  with  divertely  dif- 
pofed  palates,  and  meafuring  things  by  diflferent  ftan- 
dards,  we  can  hardly  do  or  fay  any  thing,  which,  if 
approved  and  applauded  by  fome,  will  not  be  dif- 
liked  and  blamed  by  others ;  if  it  advance  us  in  the 
opinion  of  fome,  will  not  as  much  deprcfs  us  in  the 
judgment  of  others  ;  fo  that  in  this  irreconcileaWe 
diverfity  and  incon(i(lency  of  men's  apprehen(ions, 
it  is  impoffible  not  to  difpleafe  many ;   elpecially 

(ince 
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fince.fome  men  either  by  their  natural  temper,  or  from  s  e  r  m* 
the  influence  of  fon^e  four  principles  they  have  im-  xxi. 
bibed,  are  fb  morofe,  rigid,  and  felf-willed ;  fo  impa-  ■  „ 
tient  of  all  contradiftion  to,  or  difcrepancy  from 
their  fentiments,  that  they  cannot  endure  any  to  dif- 
fent  in  judgment,  or  vary  in  pradice  from  them, 
without  incurring  their  heavy  difdain  and  cenfure. 
And,  which  makes  the  matter  more  defperate  and 
remedilefs,  fuch  men  commonly  being  leaft  able 
either  to  manage  their  reafon,  or  to  command  their 
paflion,  as  guided  wholly  by  certain  blind  impulfes 
of  fancy,  or  groundlefs  prejudices  of  conceit,  or 
by  a  partial  admiration  of  fome  men's  perfons, 
examples,  and  authorities,  are  ufually  moft  refo- 
lute  and  peremptory  in  their  courfes,  and  thence 
hardly  capable  of  any  change,  mitigation,  or  amend- 
ment. Of  which  fort  there  being  divers  eng^ed 
in  feveral  ways,  it  is  impoffible  to  pleafe  fome, 
without  difgufting  the  other;  and  difficult  altogether 
to  approach  any  of  thefe  wafps,  without  being  flung 
or  vexed  by  them.  Some  alfo  are  fo  apt  to  mifun* 
derftand  men*s  meanings,  to  mifconftrue  their  words, 
and  to  make  ill  defcants  upon,  or  draw  bad  confe- 
quences  from  their  aftions,  that  it  is  not  podible  to 
prevent  their  entertaining  ill-favoured  prejudices 
againfi:  even  thofe  that  are  heartily  their  friends,  and 
wi(h  them  the  beft.  To  others  the  good  and  prof- 
perous  eflate  of  their  neighbour,  that  he  flourifhes 
in  wealth,  power,  or  reputation,  is  ground  fufficientof 
hatred  and  enmity  againft  him;  for  fo  we  fee  that  Cain 
hated  his  innocent  brother  Abel,  becaufe  his  bro- 
ther's works  were  more  righteous,  and  his  facrifices 
\>etter  accepted,  than  his  own :  that  Jofeph's  brethren 
were  mortally  offended  at  him,  becaufe  his  father  • 
cfpecially  loved  and  delighted  in  him  :  that  Saul 
was  enraged  againft  David,  becaufe  his  gallant  deeds 
were  celebrated  with  due  praifes  and  joyful  acclama- 
tions of  the  people :  and  that  the  Babylonian 
princes  upon  no  other  fcore  maligned  Daniel,  but 
becaufe  he  ei^oyed  the  favovr  of  the  king,  and  a 

dignity 
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^ERM. dignity  anfwerable  to  his  deferts.    And  who,  that 
XXI.    loves  his  own  welfare,  can  poflibly  avoid  fuch  en- 

'«  mities  as  thefe  ?    But  the  fatal  rock,  upon  which 

peaceable  defigns  are  moft  inevitably  fplit,  and 
which  by  no  prudent  fleering  our  courfe  can  fomc- 
timcs  be  evaded,  is  the  unreafonable  perverfenefs  of 
men's  pretences,  who  fometimes  will  upon  no  terms 
be  friends  with  us,  or  allow  us  their  good-will,  but 
upon  condition  of  concurring  with  them  in  diflioneft 
and  unwarrantable  praftices ;  of  omitting  fome 
duties,  to  which  by  the  exprefs  command  of  God, 
or  evident  diftates  of  right  reafon,  we  are  obliged, 
or  performing  fome  adion  repugnant  to  thofe  indif- 
penfable  rules.  But  though  peace  with  men  is 
highly  valuable,  and  poffeffing  their  good-will  in 
worth  not  inferior  to  any  other  indifferent  accom- 
mo^dation  of  life,  yet  arc  thefe  nothing  compara- 
ble to  the  favour  of  God,  or  the  internal  fatisfac- 
tion  of  confcience ;  nor,  though  we  were  aflured 
thereby  to  gain  the  entire  love  and  favour  of  all 
men  living,  are  we  to  purchafe  them  at  fo  dear  a 
rate,  as  with  the  lofs  of  thefe.  We  muft  not,  to 
pleafe  or  gratify  men,  commit  any  thing  prohibited, 
or  omit  any  thing  enjoined  by  God,  the  leaft  glimpfc 
of  whofe  favourable  afpeft  is  infinitely  more  to  be 
prized,  than  the  moft  intimate  friendOiip  of  the 
mighticft  monarchs  upon  earth;  and  the  leaft  fpark 
of  whofe  indignation  is  more  to  be  dreaded,  than 
the  extremeft  difpleafure  of  the  whole  world.     In 

Gal.  i.  10.  cafe  of  fuch  competition,  we  muft  refolve  with  St. 

•  nii5«.  paul^  ])o  I  yet  conciliate'*  God^  or  do  I  endeavour  to 
foothe  men?  For  if  1  yet  foothed  (or  flattered)  men^  (fo 
you  know  d^itrxHy  fignifies)  /  were  not  the  fervant  of 
Chrijl.  Nor  are  wc,  that  we  may  fatisfy  any  man's 
pleafure,  to  contravene  the  diftates  of  reafon,  (that 
iubordinate  guide  of  our  aftions)  to  do  any  diflio- 
nourable  or  uncomely  aftion,  unworthy  of  a  man, 
mifbefeeming  our  education,  or  incongruous  to  our 
ftation  in  human  fociety,  fo  as  to  make  ourfelvcs 
worthily  deipicable  to  the  moft  by  contenting  fome: 

nor 
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nor  are  we  bound  always  to  defert  our  own  confider-  s  £  R  m; 
able  intereft,  or  betray  our  juft  liberty,  that  we  may    xxi. 
avoid  the  enmity  of  fuch  as  would  violently  or  frau-  ■ 

dulently  encroach  upon  them.  Nor  are  we  in  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  diftribution  of  rewards,  or 
arbitration  of  controverfies,  to  refpeft  the  particular 
favour  of  any,  but  the  merits  only  of  the  caufe,  or 
the  worth  of  the  perfons  concerned.  Nor  are  we  by 
feeding  men's  diftempered  humours,  or  gratifying 
their  abufed  fancies,  to  prejudice  or  negled  their 
real  good  ;  to  encourage  them  in  bad  praftices,  to 
foment  their  irregular  paffions,  to  applaud  their  un- 
juft  or  uncharitable  cenfures,  or  to  puff  up  their 
minds  with  vain  conceit  by  fervile  flattery  :  but  ra- 
ther, like  faithful  phyficians,  to  adminifter  whole- 
fome,  though  unfavoury,  advice  j  to  reveal  to  them 
their  miftakes,  to  check  their  intended  progrefs  in 
bad  courfes,  to  reprove  their  faults  feafonably,'  and 
when  it  may  probably  do  them  good,  though  poflibly 
thereby  we  may  provoke  their  anger,  and  procure 
their  ill-will,  and,  as  St.  Paul  faith,  become  their  Gal.  »▼.  »<t 
enemies,  for  telling  them  the  truth.  Nor  are  we 
ever  explicitly  to  aflent  tofalTehoods  (fo  apprehended 
by  us,)  to  belie  our  confciences,  or  contradift  our 
real  judgments  5  (though  we  may  fometimes  for  peace 
fake  prudently  conceal  them  ;)  nor  to  deny  the 
truth  our  defence  and  patronage,  when  in  order 
to  fome  good  purpofe  it  needs  and  requires  them, 
though  thereby  we  may  incur  the  diflike,  and  for- 
feit the  good-will  of  fome  men.  Nor  are  we  by 
entertaining  any  extraordinary  friendlhip,  intimate 
familiarity,  or  frequent  converfe  with  perfons  no- 
torioufly  diflblute  m  their  manners,  diforderly  in 
their  behaviour,  or  erroneous  in  weighty  points  of 
opinion,  to  countenance  their  mifdemeanors,  dillio- 
nour  our  profeflion,  render  ourfelves  juftly  fufpefted, 
run  the  hazard  of  contagion,  or  hinder  their  reforma- 
tion. And  efpecially  we  are  warily  to  decline  the 
particular  acquaintance  of  men  of  contentious  dif- 

pofitions. 
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8  £  R  M.pofitions,  mifchievous  principles,  and  fadious  de- 
XXI.    figns  J  a  bare  keeping  company  with  whom  looks 
like  a  confpiracy,  an  approving  or  abetting  their 
proceedings ;   the  refilling  any  encouragement,  fig- 
nification  of  efteem,  or  vouchfafing  any  peculiar  rc- 
fpeft  to  fiich,  we  owe  to  the  honour  of  virtue,  which 
they  difgrace,  to  the  love  of  truth,  which  they  op- 
pugn, to  the  peace  of  the  world,  which  they  difturb, 
and  to  the  general  good  of  mankind,  which  they  im- 
1  Cor.  T.  ii.pgach.     And  fo  St.  Paul  warns  us  not  to  mingle  or 
confort,  not  to  diet  or  common  (pn  ^}f»voLiMy^\xr^a%^  and 
pii  fFMytcbiety)  with  men  of  a  diffolute  and  difcnderly 
'AT«J«c     con  ver  fat  ion  :  and,  to  mark  them  which  caufe /editions^ 
j«f»'''    .   and  fcandals^  contrary  to  Chrijlian  do^rine,  and  tojhun  or 
^m.  ivi.  j^^j^^  .^^^  (iKxx/v«y  aV  auVwy)  and  to  repudiate,  deprc- 
Tit.  iii.  10.  cate  the  familiarity  of  heretics  (Aif  rrjxov  m^^ohfw  w«f«i- 
1  Job.  10.  T«(r3'ai.)  And  St.  John  forbids  us  to  wijhjoy^  or  to  al- 
low the  ordinary  refpefts  of  civil  falutation  to  apo* 
ftates  and  impoftors  jlejl  [hy  fuch  demonftration  of  fa- 
vour) we  communicate  with  them  in  their  wicked  works. 
None  of  which  precepts  are  intended  to  interdiA  to 
us,  or  to  difoblige  us  from  bearing  real  good- will,  or 
difpenfing  needful  benefits  to  any,  but  to  deter  us 
from  yielding  any   fignal  countenance  to  vice  and 
impiety ;  and  to  excite  us  to  declare  fuch  diflikc  and 
deteftation  of  thofe  heinous  enormities,  as  may  confer 
to  the  reclaiming  of  thefe,  and  prevent  the  fcduftion 
aTheff.iiJ.of  others.     So  St.  Paul  exprefsly.  But  if  any  man 
^*  ^^'      oheyetb  not  our  injunSion  by  epijlle^  do  not  confort  with 
him  J  that  he  may  by  fhame  be  reclaimed  {%a  Im^airi): 
And,  Account  him  not  an  enemy,  but  admonifh  him  as  a 
brother.     Nor  ought,  lafl:ly,  the  love  of  j)eace,  and 
defire  of  friendly  correfpondence  with  any  men,  avert 
us  from  an  honeft  zeal,  (proportionable  to  our  abi- 
lities  and  opportunities)  of  promoting  the  concern- 
ments of  truth  and  goodnefs,  though  againft  power- 
ful and  dangerous  oppofition  :  I  fay  an  honeft  zeal, 
meaning  thereby  not  that  blind,  heady  paffion,  or 
inflammation  of  fpirit,  tranfporting  men  beyond  the 
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bounds  of  reafbn  and  difcretion,  upon  fome  fuperfi-  s  e  r  m, 
cially  plaufible  pretences,  to  violent  and  irregular    xxi. 
praftices  ;  but  a  confiderate  and  fteady  refolution  of 
mind,  eSedually  animating  a  man  by  warrantable 
and   decent   means  vigoroufly   to   profecute   com- 
mendable defigns;  like  that  St.  Jude  mentions,  of 
Jlriving  earnejily  for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faint  sJ^^^  3. 
For  this  zeal  may  be  very  confident  with,  yea,  great- 
ly conducible  to,  the   defigns  of  peace.     And  'tis 
not  a  drowfinefs,  a  flack  remiffhefs,  a  hcartlefs  diifi* 
dence,  or  a  cowardly  flinching  from  the  face  of  dan- 
ger and  oppofition,  we  difcourfe  about,  or  plead  for; 
but  a  wife  and  wary  declining  the  occafions  of  need- 
lefs  and  unprofitable  difl;urbance  to  ourfelves  and 
others. 

To  conclude  this  point,  (which,  if  time  would 
have  permitted,  I  ftiould  have  handled  more  fully 
and  diftinftly,)  though  to  preferve  peace,  and  pur- 
chafe  the  good-will  of  men,  we  may  and  ought  to 
quit  much  of  our  private  intereft  and  fatisfadion, 
yet  ought  we  not  to  facrifice  to  them  what  is  not 
our  own,  nor  committed  abfolutely  to  our  difpofal, 
and  which  in  value  incomparably  tranfcends  them, 
the  maintenance  of  truth,  the  advancement  of  juf- 
tice,  the  practice  of  virtue,  the  quieC  of  our  confci- 
.  ence,  the  favour  of  Alaiighty  God.  And  if,  for  be- 
ing dutiful  to  God,  and  faithful  to  ourfelves  in  thefe 
paiticulars,  any  men  will  hate,  vex,  and  defpite  us  1 
fruftrate  our  dcfires,  and  defeat  our  purpofes  of  liv-^ 
ing  peaceably  with  all  men  in  this  world ;  we  may 
comfort  ourfelves  in  the  enjoyment  of  eternal  peace 
and  fatisfedtion  of  mind,  in  the  aflurance  of  the  di- 
vine favour,  in  the  hopes  of  eternal  reft  and  tran-* 
quillity  in  the  world  to  come. 

Now  briefly  to  induce  us  to  the  praftice  of  this 
duty  of  living  peaceably,  wc  may  confider, 

1.  How  good  and  pleafant  a  thing  it  iSy  as  David  W- cxxxiii, 
bXth^for  brethren  (and  fo  we  are  all  at  leaft  by  na-*' 
ture)  to  live  together  in  uni/jf.    How  that,  as  Solomon 

iaitb. 
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s  E  R  M.  faith,  Better  is  a  dry  morfel,  and  quietne/s  tberewitbj 
XX  [.    than  a  houje  full  offacrifices  withjirtfe.  How  delicious 

. that  converfation  is,  which  is  accompanied  with  a 

prov.  xvii.  mutual  confidence,  freedom,  court efy,  and  compla- 
'•  cence  :  how  calm  the  mind,  how  compofed  the  af- 

feftions,  how  ferene  the  countenance,  how  melodious 
the  voice,  how  fweet  the  lleep,  how  contentful  the 
whole  life  is  of  him,  that  neither  devifeth  mifcluef 
againft  others,  nor  fufpefts  any  to  be  contrived 
againft  himfelf ;  and,  contrariwife,  how  ingrateful 
and  loathfome  a  thing  it  is  to  abide  in  a  ftate  of  en- 
mity, wrath,  diffenfion ;  having  the  thoughts  dif- 
trafted  with  folicitous  care,  anxious  fufpicion,  envi- 
ous regret ;  the  heart  boiling  with  choler,  the  face 
overclouded  with  difcontent,  the  tongue  jarring  and 
out  of  tune,  the  ears  filled  with  difcordant  noifes  of 
cOntradidion,  clamour,  and  reproach ;  the  whole 
frame  of  body  and  foul  diftempered  and  difturbed 
with  the  worft  of  paffions.  ^How  much  more  com- 
fortable it  is  to  walk  in  fmooth  and  even  paths,  than 
to  wander  in  ru^ed  ways,  overgrown  with  briars, 
obflruded  with  rubs,  and  befet  with  fnares ;  to  fail 
fteadily  in  a  quiet,  than  to  be  toffed  in  a  tempeftu- 
ous  fea  y  to  behold  the  lovely  face  of  heaven  fmiling 
with  a  cheerful  ferenity,  than  to  fee  it  frowning  with 
clouds,  or  raging  with  florms ;  to  hear  harmonious 
confents,  than  difTonant  janglings ;  to  fee  objeds 
correfpondent  in  graceful  fymmetry,  than  lying  dif- 
orderly  in  confufed  heaps ;  to  be  in  health,  and  have 
the  natural  humours  confent  in  moderate  temper, 
than  (as  it  happens  in  difeafes)  agitated  with  tumul- 
tuous commotions :  how  all  fenfes  and  faculties  of 
man  unanimoufly  rejoice  in  thofe  emblems  of  peace, 
order,  harmony,  and  proportion  :  yea,  how  nature 
univerfally  delights  in  a  quiet  (lability,  or  undifturbed 
progrefs  of  motion;  the  beauty,  flrength,  and  vigour 
of  every  thing  requires  a  concurrence  of  force,  co- 
vid.  cicm.  operation,  and  contribution  of  help;  all  things  thrive 
ad  Cor.  p.  and  flourilh  by  communicating  reciprocal  aid v  and 
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the  World  fubfifts  by  a  friendly  confpiracy  of  itssERM. 
parts ;  and  efpecially  that  political  fociety  of  m^n    xxi. 
chiefly  aims  at  peace  as  its  end,  depends  on  it  as  its  ■ 

caufe,  relies   on  it  as  its  fupport.     How  much  a 
peaceful  ftate  refembles  heaven,  into  which  neither 
complaint  y  pain  J  nor  clamour  (in  «-f»S(^,  ire  ttok^,  afn  Apoc.  xxi. 
xfotvyvi,  as  it  is  in  the  Apocalypfe)  do  ever  enter  j 
but  blefled  fouls  converfe  together  in  perfeft  love, 
and  in  perpetual  concord  ;  and  how  a  condition  of 
enmity  reprefents  the  ftate  of  hell,  that  black  and 
difmal  region  of  dark  hatred,  fiery  wrath,  and  horri- 
ble tumult.     How  like  a  paradife  the  world  would  Better  is  a 
be,  flouriftiing  in  joy  and  reft,  if  men  would  cheer- ^^JJjJ^'^^ 
folly  confpire  in  afFeftion,  and  helpfully  contribute  lovci^, than 
to  each  other's  content :  and  how  like  a  favage  wil  aild^h^f^cST 
dernefs  now  it  is,  when,  like  wild  beafts,  they  vex  therewith. 
and  perfecute,  worry  and  devour  each  other.     How  ^^"^  *^' 
not  only  philofophy  hath  placed  the  fupreme  pitch 'At«f«g«. 
of  happinefs  in  a  calmnefs  of  mind,  and  tranquillity 
of  life,  void  of  care  and  trouble,  of  irregular  paffions 
and  perturbations  ;  but  that  holy  Scripture  itfclf  in 
that  one  term  of  peace  moft  ufually  comprehends  all 
joy  and  content,  all  felicity*  and  profperity  :  fo  that 
the  heavenly  confort  of  angels,  when  they  agree  moft 
highly  to  blefs,  and  to  wi(h  the  greateft  happinefs  to 
mankind,  could  not  better  expreis  their  fenfe,  than 
by  faying.  Be  on  earth  peace^  and  good -will  flW(?;/gLukcn.  14, 
men. 

2.  That  as  nothing  is  more  fweet  and  delightful, 
fo  nothing  more  comely  and  agreeable  to  human 
nature  than  peaceable  living,  it  beins?,  as  Solomon 
faith,  an  honour  to  a  man  to  ceafe  fromjlrife  ;  and  con-Pfor.  xi.3. 
fequently  alfo  a  difgrace  to  him  to  continue  therein  : 
that  rage  and  fury  may  be  the  excellencies  of  beafts, 
and  the  exerting  their  natural  animofity  in  ftrife  and 
combat  may  become  them  ;  but  reafon  and  difcre- 
tion  are  the  Angular  eminencies  of  men,  and  the  ufe 
of  thefe  the  moft  natural  and  commendable  method 
of  deciding  controverfies  among  them :  and  that  it 

VOL.   \\.  L  1  ex- 
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s  E  R  M.  extremely  mifbecomes  them  that  are  endowed  with 
XXI.    thofe  excellent  faculties  fo  to  abufe  them,  as  not  to 

■■  apprehend  each  other*s  meanings,  but  to  ground  vex- 

atious quarrels  upon  the  miftake  of  them  ;  not  to  be 
able  by  reafonable  expedients  to  compound  differ- 
ences, but  with  mutual  damage  and  inconvenience 
to  prorogue  and  increafe  them  :  not  to  difcern  how 
exceedingly  better  it  is  to  be  helpful  and  beneficial, 
than  to  be  mifchievous  and  troublefome  to  one  an- 
other. How  foolifhly  and  unikilfuUy  they  judge,  that 
think  by  unkind  fpeech  and  har(h  dealing  to  aUay 
men's  diftempers,  alter  their  opinions,  or  remove 
their  prejudices ;  as  if  they  (hould  attempt  to  kill 
by  miniftering  nourifhment,  or  to  extinguilh  a  flame 
by  pouring  oil  upon  it.  How  childifli  a  thing  it  is 
eagerly  to  contend  abqut  trifles,  for  the  fupcriority 
in  fome  impertinent  conteft,  for  the  fatisfaftion  of 
fome  petty  humour,  for  the  poflfeflion  of  fome  in- 
confiderable  toy  :  yea,  how  barbarous  and  brutifli  a 
thing  it  is  to  be  fierce  and  impetuous  in  the  purfuit 
of  things  that  pleafe  us,  fnarling  at,  biting,  and  tear- 
ing all  competitors  of  our  game,  or  oppofers  of  our 
un4ertaking.  But  how  divine  and  amiable,  how 
worthy  of  human  nature,  of  civil  breeding,  of  pru- 
dent confideration  it  is,  to  refl:rain  partial  defires,  to 
condefcend  to  equal  terms,  to  abate  from  rigorous 
pretences,  to  appeafe  difcords,  and  vanquifli  enmi- 
ties by  courtefy  and  difcretion ;  like  the  befl:  and 
wifefl:  commanders,  who  by  fltilful  conduft,  and  pa- 
tient attendance  upon  opportunity,  without  (bik- 
ing of  flroke,  or  Ihedding  of  blood,  fubdue  their 
enemy. 

3.  How  that  peace  with  its  near  alliance  and  con- 
comitants, its  caufes  and  effecfts,  love,  mcekncls, 
gentlenefs,  and  patience,  are  in  facred  writ  reputed 

^'  ^-  the  genuine  fruits  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  iflues  of  divine 
grace,  and  offsprings  of  heavenly  wifdom ;  producing 
like  themfelves  a  goodly  progeny  of  righteous  deeds. 
But  that  emulation,  hatred,  wrath,  variance,  and 

ftrifc 
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ftrifc  derive  their  extradtion  from  flefhly  luft,  hdlifti  s  e  r  m. 
craft,  or  beaftly  folly  ;  propa^ting  themlelves  alfo    xxi. 

into  a  like  ugly  brood  of  wicked  works.     For  fo ■ 

faith  St.  James,  If  ye  have  bitter  zeal  and  Jlrife  /wJam.  iii. 
your  hearts, glory  not,  ^hor  be  deceived  untruly:  Thisl^^^'^^*^' 
wifdom  defcendeth  not  from  above ,  but  is  earthly  ^  fenfual^\^^<f^^^^^ 
and  devilifh  :  For  where  emulation  and  firife  are^  there'^J^'^ '^'^ 
is  -jf  tumult  y  and  every  X  naughty  thing  :  but  the  wsfdomf'^^rac^^ 
that  is  from  above  is  firfl  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle^f^!^^* 
%obfequious,full  of  mercy ^  (or  beneficence)  andofgood^^f'^ 
fruits^  without  partiality  ayid  dijfimulation :  And  the  fruit  §'til^^. 
of  righteoufnefs  is  fowed  in  peace  to  thofe  that  make 
peace :  And  from  whefice  are  wars  and  quarrels  among 
you  ?  Are  they  not  hence,  even  from  your  lufts,  that  war 
in  your  members  ?     Likewife,   He  loveth  tranfgreffion 
that  loveth  firife  \  and,  A  fool's  lips  enter  into  conten* 
tion,  and  his  mouth  calleth  for  flrokes,  faith  Solomon; 
That  the  moft  wicked  and  miferable  of  creatures  is 
defcribed  by  titles  denoting  enmity  and  difcord  :  the 
hater  (Satan),  the  enemy  (0  iyP^oi;  iy^^<air^),  the  ac- 
cufer  (0  xaTuyof®*),  the  flanderer  (0  iii^aht^),  the  de^ 
flroyer  (0  ctTroXXvm),  the   furious  dragon,  and  mif- 
chievoufly  treacherous  fnake :  and  how  fad  it  is  to 
imitate  him  in  his  pradices,  to  refemble  him  in  his 
qualities*^.    But  that  the  beft,  moft  excellent,  and 
moft  happy  of  beings  delights  to  be  ftyled,  and  ac- 
cordingly to  exprefs  himfelf.  The  God  of  love,  mercy i 
and  peace*,  and  his  bleffed  Son  to  be  called,  and  to 
be,  The  Prince  of  peace,  the  great  Mediator^  Raonciler, 
and  "Peace-maker  -,  who  is  alfo  faid  from  on  high  to 
have  vifited  us,  To  give  light  to  them  that  fit  in  dark- 
nefs,  and  in  thefhadow  of  death  \  and  to  guide  our  feet 
in  the  ways  of  peace.     That,  laftly,  no  devotion  is 

*  ProV.  xvii.  19.  xViii.  6.  Qui  pofuit  in  coelo  bellum,  in  pa- 
radifo  fraudcm^  odium  inter  primos  fratres.  Aug,  Matt.  ziii.  28, 
*AmJMi#>  I  Pet.  v.  8.  A  murderer,  John  viii.  44, 

JL  1  2  pleafing, 
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s  fe  R  M.plcafmg,  no  oblation  acceptable  to  God,  conjoined 
XXI.    with  hatred,  ot  proceeding  firom  an  unitconcikd 

. mind :  for,  If  thou  hring  thy  gift  to  the  attaty  and 

M^tuT.M^f  there  remerH^refi  that  thy  brother  bath  aught  agmnfi 
*^  thee  ;  leave  there  thy  gift  before  the  altar y  and  go  thy 

way ;  firfl  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother j  and  then  come 
and  offer  thy  gift^  faith  our  Saviour  *.  ^ 

I  clofe  up  all  with  this  corollary  :  that  if  we  muft 
live  lovingly  and  peaceably  with  all  men,  then  much 
more  are  we  obliged  to  do  fo  with  all  Chriftians  : 
to  whom  by  nearer  and  firmer  bands  of  holy  al- 
liance we  are  related  ;  by  more  precious  commu- 
nions in  faith  dnd  devotion  we  are  endeared ;  by 
more  peculiar  and  powerful  obligations  of  divine 
commands,  facramental  vows,  and  formal  profef- 
fions  we  are  engaged  :  our  fpiritual  brethren,  mem- 
bers of  the  fame  myftical  body,  temples  of  the  fame 
holy  Spirit,  fervants  of  the  fame  Lord,  fubjefts  of 
the  fame  Prince,  profeflbrs  of  the  fame  truth,  par- 
takers of  the  fame  hope,  heirs  of  the  fame  pro- 
mife,  and  candidates  of  the  fame  everlafting  happi- 
nefs. 

Now  Almighty  God,  the  mofi  good  and  beneficent 
Maker y  gracious  Lord^  and  merciful  Preferver  of  all 
thi^igSy  infufe  into  our  hearts  thofe  heavenly  graces  of 
meeknefsy  patience^  and  benignity^  grant  us  and  his 
whole  churchy  and  all  his  creation,  to  ferve  him  quietly 
hercy  and  in  a  blifsful  refi  to  praife  and  magnify  him  for 
ever :  to  whomy  with  his  hleffed  Sony  the  great  Mediator 
and  Prince  of  peace,  and  with  his  holy  Spirit  y  the  rjer- 
flowing  Spring  of  all  lovcy  joy y  comfort  y  and  peacey  be  ali 
honour y  glory y  and  praife.     And, 

•  a  Cor.  xiii.  ii.  Philip,  iv.  p.  i  Theff.  v.  23.  a  Tb<ff.  5L 
16.  Heb.  vii.  Luke  i.  79.  Xti\fH  yof  t?  ovfAfufitt  A«7ixw»  fwr 
^v6f»  0  Si^,  1^  UrfiirtTM  ri»  hafurmr.    Orig.  c,  Celf,  8«  (p.  434*) 

The 
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The  peace  of  Gody  which  paffeth  all  underfandingy  s  E  R  M. 
keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  knowledge  and  love    xxi. 
of  Gody  and  of  his  Sonjefus  Chrijl  our  Lord  ^  and  the 
blejjing  of  God  Almighty j  the  Father ^   Son^  and  Holy 
Ghojiy  be  among  yoUy  and  remain  with  you  for  ever. 
Amen. 


L  1  3  SERMON 
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SERMON    XXn*. 

The  Duty  and  Reward  of  Bounty  to  the  Poon 


PsAL.  cxii.  9. 


He  bath  difperfed^  he  hath  given  to  the  poor  ;  his  right* 
eoufnefs  endureih  for  ever^  his  horn  Jhall  he  exalted 
with  honour. 

AS  this  whole  Pfalm  appears  to  have  a  double  in-  s  e  r  m. 
tent ;  one  to  defcribe  the  proper  adlions  and  af-   xxii. 
fedions  of  a  truly  religious  or  pious  man  ;  (of  a  man  — — 
who  fear eth  the  Lordy  and  delighteth  greatly  in  his  com--^- «. 
mandments\)  the  other  to  declare  the  happinefs  of 
fuch  a  man*s  ftate,  confequent  upon  thofe  his  affec- 
tions and  adions,  whether  in  way  of  natural  refult, 
or  of  gracious  recompence  from  God  :  fo  doth  this 
verfe  particularly  contain  both  a  good  part  of  a  pious 
man's  charafter,  and  fome  confiderable  inftances  of 
Jiis  felicity.     The  firft  words  {He  hath  difpejfed^  he 
hath  given  to  the  poor)  exprefs  part  of  his  charadler  ; 
the  latter  (His  right  eoufnefs  endureth  for  ever^  his  horn 
Jhall  be  exalted  with  honour)  aflign  inftances  of  his  fe- 
licity.    So  that  our  text  hath  two  parts,  one  afford- 
ing us  good  information  concerning  our  duty,  the 
other  yielding  great  encouragement  to  the  perform- 
ance thereof ;  for  we  are  obliged  to  follow  the  pious 
man's  praftice^  and  fo  doing  we  (hall  afluredly  par- 

•  This  Sermon  was  preached  at  the  Spittal  upon  Wcdncfday 
inEafter  Week,  A.  D.  1671. 
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s  E  R  M,  take  of  his  condition.     Thefe  parts  we  fhall  in  order 
XXII.   profecute,  endeavouring  (by  God's  affiftance)  fomc- 

what  to  illuftrate  the  wordjs  thcmfelves,  to  confirm 

the  truths  couched  in   them,  and  to  inculcate  the 
duties  which  they  imply. 

For  the  firft  part,  He  hath  difperfed^  he  bath  giveu 
to  the  poor ;  thefe  words  in  general  do  import  the  li- 
beral bounty  and  mercy  which  a  pious  man  is  wont 
to  exercife  ;  doing  which  doth  in  good  part  confti- 
tute  him  pious,  and  fignally  declareth  him  fuch  ;  is 
,  a  neceflary  ingredient  of  his  piety,  and  a  confpicuous 
mark  thereof.  But  particularly  they  infinuate  fome 
things  concerning  the  nature,  the  matter,  the  man- 
ner, and  the  objeft  of  thofe  adbs. 

He  hath  difperfedy  he  hath  given.     Thofe  words  be- 
ing put  indefinitely,  or  without  determining  what  is 
difperfed  and  given  by  him,  may  be  fuppofed  to  imply 
a  kind  of  univerfality  in  the  matter  of  his  beneficence; 
that  he  beftoweth  whatever  he  hath  within  compals  of 
Lukcxu.3j.his  poireflion,or  his  power;  K\SToii'rroi^x^i[x^{iht  things 
^'•+i-       which  he  hath)  and  his  ra  ii/oi/la,  (the  things  which 
he  may)  according  to  the  prefcriptions  of  our  Lord 
in  the  Goi'pcl.     Every  thing,  I  fay,  which  he  hath 
in  fubflance,  or  can  do  by  his  endeavour,  that  may- 
conduce  to  the  fupport  of  the  life,  or  the  health,  or 
the  welfare  in  any  kind  of  his  neighbour,  to  the  fuc- 
cour  or  relief  of  his  indigency,  to  the  removal  or 
eafement  of  his  afflidion,  he  may  well  here  be  under- 
flood  to  difperfe  and   give.     Feeding  the  hungry, 
clothing  the  naked,  vifitingthe  fick,  entertaining  the 
ftranger,  ranfoming  the  captive,  eafing  the  opprefled, 
comforting  the  forrowful,  affifting  the  weak,  inftruft- 
ing  or  advifing  the  ignorant,  together  with  all  fuch 
kinds  or  inftanccs  or  beneficence,  may  be  conceived 
either  meant  diredtlyas  the  matter  of  the  good  man's 
difperfing  and  giving,  or  by  juft  analogy  of  reafon 
reducible  thereto  :  fubftantial  alms,  as  the  moft  fen- 
fible  and  obvious  matter  of  bounty,  was  ('tis  probable) 
elpecially  intended,  but  thence  no  manner  of  cx- 

prefling 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


X^i  Duty  and  Rezvard  of  Bounty  to  the  Poor.  521 

preffing  it  is  to  be  excluded  ;  for  the  fame  reafons  s  e  r  m. 
which  oblige  us,  the  iame  affeftions  which  difpofe  us   xxii. 
to  beftow  our  money,  or  deal  our  bread,  will  equally  ■ 

bind  and  move  us  to  contribute  our  endeavour  and 
advice,  for  the  fuftenance  and  comfort  of  our  poor  ,    - 

neighbour.  Anfwerably  our  dilcourfe  will  more  ex- 
preisly  regard  the  principal  matter,  liberal  communi- 
cation of  our  goods  i  but  it  may  be  referred  to  all 
forts  of  beneficence. 

Fai  ther,  the  word  djfperfed  intimateth  the  nature  of 
his  bounty,  in  exclufion  of  practices  different  from 
it.  He  difperfethy  and  is  therefore  not  tenacious, 
doth  not  hoard  up  his  goods,  or  keep  them  clofe  to 
himfl^lt,  for  the  gratifying  his  covetous  humour,  or 
nourifhing  his  pride,  or  pampering  his  fenfuality ;  but 
fendeth  them  abroad  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of 
others.  He  difperfetb  his  goods,  and  therefore  doth 
not  fling  them  away  altogether,  as  if  he  were  angry 
with  them,  or  weary  of  them,  as  if  he  loathed  or 
defpifed  them;  but  fairly  p.nd  foftly,  with  good  con- 
fideration  he  diipofeth  of  them  here  and  there,  a$ 
realon  and  need  do  require.  Ht  difperfetb  them/o  the 
poor^  not  diflipateth  them  among  vain  or  lewd  perfons 
in  wanton  or  wicked  profufions,  in  riotous  excefles, 
in  idle  divertifements,  in  expenfiye  curiofities,  in  ha- 
zardous gamings,  in  any  fuch  courfes  which  fwallow 
whole  all  that  a  man  hath,  or  do  fo  cripple  him, 
that  he  becomes  unable  to  difperfe  any  thing:  oi^r 
good  man  is  to  be  underfliood  wifely  provident,  ho- 
neftly  induftrious,  and  foberly  frugal,  th*t  he  may 
have  wherewith  to  be  jufl:  firfl,  and  then  liberal  *. 

His  difperjing  alfo  [ox  fcattering^  fo  the  *  He-Eph.iv.28. 
brew  word  here  ufed  is  otherwhere  rendered  :  There  ^'^p  * 
^,  faith  the  Wife  Man,  that  fcatteretby  md  yet  in-  '°^'  **'^ 
creafetb:   where  we  may  remark,  that   this  word 

Eib.  iv.  I. 
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s  E  R  M.  finely  by  itfelf,  without  any  adjunft  matter  to  limit 
XXII.  or  mterpret  it,  is  ufed  to  fignify  this  kind  of  prac- 
»  tice.     This  his  difperfing^  I  fay  alfo)  denotes  the  ex- 

tent of  the  pious  man's  bounty,  that  it  is  very  large 
and  diffufive,  and  in  a  manner  unreftrained  ;  that  it 
reacheth  to  many  places,  and  is  withheld  from  no 
perfons  within  the  verge  of  his  power,  and  opportu- 
nity to  do  good.  This  praftice  commonly  by  a  like 
phrafe  (unto  which  perhaps  this  word  refers)  is  termed 
I  Cox,  ix.6.Ji)wsng :  He^  faith  St.  Paul,  which  foweth  fparhgly^ 
Gi\,y\.»j,%JhaH  alfo  reap  fparingly\  and  he  which  foweth  bountifully^ 
Yto^.xu\%,fhall  alfo  reap  bountifully.  Now,  he  that  foweth, 
having  chofen  a  good  foil,  and  a  fit  feafon,  doth  not 
regard  one  particular  fpot,  but  throweth  all  about  fo 
much  as  his  hand  can  hold,  fo  far  as  the  ftrength  of 
his  arm  doth  carr}\  It  is  likewife  called  waterings 
Frcnr.1t.25.  fUe  that  water eth^  faith  Solomon, yZ^^?//  be  watered 
himfelf :)  which  expreflion  alfo  feemeth  to  import  a 
plentiful  and  promifcuous  efFufion  of  good,  dropping 
in  fliowers  upon  dry  and  parched  j5aces;  that  is, 
upon  perlpns  dry  for  want,  or  parched  with  affliftion. 
So  the  good  man  doth  not  plant  his  bounty  in  one 
fmall  hole,  or  fpout  it  on  one  narrow  fpot,  but  with  an 
open  hand  diffeminates  it,  with  an^impartial  regard 
diftills  it  all  about.  He  ftints  it  not  to  his  own  fii- 
mily  or  relations ;  to  his  neighbours  or  friends,  or 
benefaftors ;  to  thofe  of  his  own  fed  and  opinion,  or 
of  his  humour  and  difpofition ;  to  fuch  as  ferve  him, 
or  oblige  him,  or  pleafe  him ;  whom  fomc  private 
intereft  ti«i,  or  fome  particular  afFe6tion  endears  him 
to  :  but  fcatters  it  indifferently  and  unconfinedly 
toward  all  men  that  need  it ;  toward  mere  ftrangers, 
yea,  toward  known  enemies;  toward  fuch  who  never 
did  him  any  good,  or  can  ever  be  able  to  do  any ; 
yea,  even  toward  them  who  have  done  evil  to  him, 
and  may  be  prefumed  ready  to  do  more.  Nothing 
in  his  neighbour  but  abfence  of  need,  nothing  in 
hiipf^lf  but  defed  of  ability,  doth  curb  or  limit  hb 

beneficence. 
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beneficence  **.     In  that  TB-foS^/xia  (that  proclivity  and  s  e  r  m. 
promptitude  of  mind)  which  St.  Paul  fpeaketh  of,    xxii. 

he  doth  good   every    where  :  wherever   a   man  is, 

there  is  a  room  for  his  wifhing  well,  and  doing  good,  *  Corvm. 
if  he  can:  he  obferves  that  rule  of  the  Apoftle,  -^^ubicunque 
we  have  opportunity^  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men.  So  thejj^'^jo^*^' 
pious  man  hath  difperfed..    It  follows,  cioiocu« 

He  hath  riveti  to  the  poor.    Thefe  words  denote  the^;  f'"-  ^ 
freenels  of  his  bounty,  and  determirie  the  prmcipal24. 
objed  thereof:    he  not   only  lendeth   (though   he^^;^^V^'°- 
alio  doth  that  upon  reafonable  occafion;  for,  A  good i^, 
man^  as  it  is  faid  before  in  this  VidXm^Jljeweth  ;w<?rry,^^-""*^' 
and  lendeth',   and  otherwhere,  ^he  righteous  is  evervfBi.xxx^ 
mercifuly  and  lendeth ;  he,  I  fay,  not  only  fome times  ^'^• 
willingly  lendeth)  to  thofe  who  in  time  may  repay, 
or  requite  him ;  but  he  freely  giveth  to  the  poor, 
that  is,  to  thofe  from  whom  he  can  exped:  no  retri- 
bution back.     He  doth  not  (as  good  and  pious,  he 
doth  not)  prefent  the  rich  :  to  do  fo  is  but  a  cleanlyQui  dmti 
way   of  begging,  or  a  fubtile  kind  of  trade ;    'tisJ^°^"*^;^J: 

.  hardly  courtefy  ;  'tis  furely  no   bounty ;   for  fuchvcth  to  the 
perfons  (if  they  are  not  very  fordid  or  very  Garelefs,fJi^^^n,c 
and  fuch  men  are  not  ufually  much  troubled  withtowam. 
prefents)  will,  it  is  likely,  over-do  him,  or  at  lead  willf^^^'  "*^ 
be  even  with  him  in  kindnefs.     In  doing  this,  there 
is  little  virti}^ ;  for  it  there  will  be  fmall  reward. 
For,  If  you  do  good  to  them  who  do  good  to  you,  (or^^^^^'^-zit 
whom  you  conceive  able  and   difpofed  to  requite^*' 
you,)  votx  x*'f  *^'  ^e;Aj/  thanks  are  due  to  you  ?  For 
that,  faith  our  Saviour,  evenjinners  (even  men  noto- 
rioufly  bad)  do  the  fame :  Atid  if  you  lend  to  them  from 
whom  you  hope  to  receive,  what  thanks  have  you  ?  For 

Jitmers  even  lend  to  finne\'4,  to  receive  as  much  again. 
All  men  commonly,  the  bad  no  lefe  than  the  ^od, 
wt  apt  to  be  fuperfluoufly  kind  in  heaping  favours 


iatm*.  ChryJ,  m  Heb,  Orat.  lo. 
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5  E  R  M.  on  thofe  whom  fortune  befriends,  and  ^^ofe  condi- 
XXII.   tion  requires  not  their  courtefy ;  every  one  almofl  is 

— ready    to   adopt  himfelf  into   the   kindred,  or  to 

fcrew  himfelf  into  the  friendftiip  of  the  wealthy  and 

profperous  *:  but  where  kindred  is  of  ufe,  there  it  is 

feldom  found ;  it  is  commonly  fo  deaf,  as  not  to 

hear  when  it  is  called ;  fo  blind,  as  not  to  difcern 

Prov.xvji.  its  proper  objeft,  andl  natural  feafon,  (the  time  of  ad^ 

^'  verfityyfor  which  a  brother  is  born.)     Men  difclaim 

alliance  with  the  needy,  and  (hun  his  acquaintance  ; 

Prov.  xix.  fo  the  Wife  Man  obferved,  All  the  brethren  of  the 

^^^^<rv  poor  do  hate  him ;  how  much  more  do  his  friends  go  far 

•^  ^  *'  from  him  ?  Thus  it  is  in  vulgar  praAice :  but  the  pious 

>i!^^7     man  is  more  judicious,  more  juft,  and  more  gene- 

^•"''/-      ,rous  in  the  placing  of  his  favours ;  he  is  courteous  to 

purpofe,  he  is  good  to  thofe  who  need.   He,  as  fuch, 

Luke  xiv.   ^Qih  not  make  large  entertainments  for  bis  friends j 

"'  '^'  '^  his  brethrett^  his  kindred^  his  rich  neighbours  5  but  ob- 

fcrves  that  precept  of  our  Lord,  fVhai  thou  makefi  a 

feafi^  call  the  poor^  the  maimed,  the  lame^  the  blind,  and 

thou  Jhalt  be  blejfed :  for  they  cannot  recompenfe  thee  ; 

ihoujhalt  be  recompenfe d  at  the  refurreQion  of  the  juji. 

Thus  the  pious  man  giveth,  that  is,  with  a  free 

heart  and  pure  intention  beftoweth  his  goods  on  the 

indigent,  without  defigning  any  benefit,  or  hoping 

for  any  requital  to  himfelf;  except  from  God,  in 

confcience,  refpeft,  and  love  to  whom  he  doth  it. 

It  may  be  alfo  material  to  obferve  the  form  of  Ipcech 
here  ufed,  in  reference  to  the  time:  He  hath  difperfed, 
and  he  hath  given ;  or,  He  doth  difperfe^  he  doth  give, 
(for  in  the  Hebrew  language  the  paft  and  prefcnt 
times  are  not  diftinguiftied :)  which  manner  of  fpeak- 
ing  may  feem  to  intimate  the  reality,  or  the  cer- 
tainty, and  the  conftancy  of  his  praftice  in  thb 
kind ;  for  what  is  paft  or  prefent,  we  are  infellibly  fe- 

^l\u9.  Eur'ip.  in  Orefl, 
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cure  of;  and  in  morals,  what  one  is  faid  to  haves  e  r  m* 
done,  or  to  do,  is  always  underftood  according  to  xxii. 
habit  or  cuftom.     It  is  not,  He  will  difperfe^  he  will —        ' 
give ;  that  were  no  fit  defcription  of  a  good  man  ; 
to  pretend  to,  would  be  no  argument  of  piety,  thofc 
words  might  import  uncertainty,  and  delay  in  his 
pra6kice.  He  that  faith,  /  will  ^ive^  may  be  fallaci- 
ous in  his  profeffions,  may  be  mconfiftent  with  his 
refolutions,  may  wilfully  or  negligently  let  flip  the 
due  feafon  of  performing  it.   Our  good  man  is  not  a 
Doforij  or  IVill-givey  (like  that  king  of  Macedon,'Eww>^.» 
who  got  that  name  from  often  fignifying  an  inten-fyj-^jty^ 
tion  of  giving,  but  never  giving  m  effeft  ;)  he  not^^»f -"^ 
only  purpofes  well,  and  promifes  fairly  for  the  fu- i^^j„.,I^ 
ture,  but  he  hath  effeftually  done  it,  and  perfeveres^'*'';'*    „ 
domg  It  upon  every  fit  occauon.     He  puts  not  his 
neighbour  into  tedious  cxpeftations,  nor  puts  him  off 
with  frivolous  excufes,  faying  to  him, as  it  is  in  the  Pro- 
verbs, Go,  and  come  agaifiy  and  to-morrow  I  will  ^/i^f  Prov.  m.tS, 
when  he  hath  it  by  him  :  He  bids  him  not  have  pati- 
ence, or  fays  unto  him.  Depart  in  peace,  when  his  need 
is  urgent,  and  his  pain  impatient,  when  hunger  or 
cold  do  then  pinch  him,  when  ficknefs  incelfantly 
vexethhim,  when  prefent  ftraits  and  burthens  opprefs 
him;  but  he  affordeth  a  ready,  quick,  and  feafonable 
relief. 

He  hath  difperfedj  and  given^  while  he  lives,  not 
referring  the  difpofal  of  all  at  once  upon  his  death, 
or  by  his  laft  will  ;  that  unwilling  will,  whereby 
men  would  feem  to  give  fomewhat,  when  they  can 
keep  nothing  ;  drawing  to  themfelves  thofe  com- 
mendations and  thanks,  which  are  only  due  to  their 
mortality  ;  wlienas  were  they  immortal,  they  would 
never  be  liberal :  No  ;  it  is,  he  hath  freely  difperfed\ 
not  an  inevitable  neceffity  will  extort  it  from  him  ; 
it  cannot  be  faid  of  him,  that  he  never  does  well,Avanis,nifi 
but  when  he  dies  ;  fo  he  hath  done  it  really  and^^^Jj^;^; 

(urely.  '^aclt.  labn^ 

He  alfo  doth  it  conftantly,  through  all  the  courfe 

of 
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$  E  K  M.of  his  life,  whenever  good  opportunity  prcfents  itfelf. 
XXII,  He  doth  it  not  by  fits,  or  by  accident,  according  to 

»  unliable  caufes  or  circumftances  moving  him,  (when 

bodily  temper  or  humour  inclineth  him,  when  a  fed 
objedt  makes  vehement  impreffion  on  him,  when 
fhame  obligeth  him  to  comply  with  the  pradice  of 
others,  when  he  may  thereby  promote  fome  defign, 
or  procure  fome  glory  to  himfelf,)  but  his  practice  is 
conftant  and  uniform,  being  drawn  from  fteady  prin- 
ciples, and  guided  by  certain  rules,  proceeding  from 
reverence  to  God,  and  good-will  toward  man,  fol- 
lowing  the  clear  dictates  and  immutable  laws  of  con- 
fcience.  Thus  hath  the  pious  roan  difperjed,  and 
given  to  the  poor :  and  let  thus  much  fuffice  for  ex- 
plicatory rcfleclion  upon  the  firft  words. 

The  main  drift  and  purport  of  which  is,  to  repre- 
fent  the  liberal  exercifing  of  bounty  and  mercy,  to 
be  the  neceffary  duty,  the  ordinary  pra6bice,  and  the 
proper  character  of  a  truly  pious  man  ;  fo  that  per- 
forming fuch  adts  is  a  good  fign  of  true  piety ;  and 
omitting  them  is  a  certain  argument  of  ungodlinefs. 
For  the  demonftration  of  which  points,  and  for  excit- 
ing us  to  a  praftice  anfwerable,  I  (hall  propound  feveral 
confiderations,  whereby  the  plain  reafonablenefs,  the 
great  weight,  the  high  worth  and  excellency  of  this 
duty,  together  with  its  ftrift  connedion  with  other 
principal  duties  of  piety,  will  appear.  And  firft,  1  will 
fliew  with  what  advantage  the  holy  Scripture  repre- 
fents  it  to  us,  or  prefles  it  upon  us. 

I.  Head  of     i.  We  may  confider,  that  there  is  no  fort  of  duties 

diicourfc.  ^hich  God  hath  more  exprefsly  commanded,  or 
more  earneftly  inculcated,  than  thefe  of  bounty  and 
mercy  toward  our  brethren :  whence  evidently  the 
great  moment  of  them,  and  their  high  value  in 
God's  efteem  may  be  inferred.  Even  in  the  ancient 
law,  we  may  obferve  very  careful  provifions  made  for 
engaging  men  to  works  of  this  kind,  and  the  per- 
formance of  them   is  with  huge  life  and  urgency 

DcBt.K?.7.prefcribed.     Thou  Jhalt  not  harden  thy  hearty  nor  Jhut 

thine 
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thine  band  from  thy  poor  brother. — Thoujha/t  open  thy  s  e  r  m, 
hand  wide  unto  thy  brothery  unto  thy  poor ^  and  to  thy    xxn. 
needy  in  the  land.  So  did  Mofes,  in  God's  name,  with  m 

language  very  fignificant  and  emphatical,  enjoin  to^«««v,ii. 
the  children  of  Ifrael.     The  holy  prophets  alio  do 
commonly  with  an  efpecial  heat  and   vigour  prefs 
thefe  duties,  mod  fmartly  reproving  the  tranfgreffion 
or  negleft  of  them  ;   efpecially  when  they  reclaim 
men  from  their  wicked  courfes,  urging  them  ferioully 
to  return  unto  God  and  goodnefs,  they  propofe  this 
praAice  as  a  fingular  inftance  moft  e^^preflive  of  their 
converfion,  moft  apt  to  appeafe  God's  wrath,  moft 
effedlualto  the  recovery  of  his  favour.  /^^^^(?«,  faith  ifa.i,  i6, 
God  in  \{dA^y'makeyou  clean ;  put  away  the  evil  of  your  ^^' 
doings  from  before  mifie  eyes  j  ceafe  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do 
well.   So  in  general  he  exhorts  to  repentance :  then 
imftiediately  he  fubjoins  thefe  choice  inftances  thereof : 
Seek  judgment  y  relieve  the  oppreffed^  judge  the  father lefs^i^^ri.  i% 
plead  for  the  widow. — Come  nowy  then  he  adds,  let  wj.j^^  ^. 
reafon  together  :  though  your  Jins  be  as  fcarlety  theyJhaU 
he  as  white  as  fnow  j  though  they  be  red  like  crimfony 
theyfhall  be  as  wool.     When  Daniel  would  prefcribe 
to  king  Nebuchadnezzar  the  beft  way  of  amendment 
and  the  furcft  means  of  averting  God's  judgments 
impendent  on  him,  he  thus  fpeaks  :  fFherejforey  OThin.^r.i?. 
kingy  let  my  counfel  be  acceptable  unto  thee ;  break  off 
thy  fins  by  righteoufnefsy  and  thine  iniquities  by  fheiving 
mercy  to  the  poor  ^.    This  he  culled  out  as  of  all  pious 
adts  chiefly  grateful  to  God,  and  clearly  teftifying 
repentance;  and,yZ?  very  impious  a  per/on  was  alms 
able  tojufifyy  fays  the  Father  thereupon  ^     So  alfo 
when  God  himfelf  would  declare  what  thofe  afts  are 
which  render  penitential  devotions  moft  agreeable 


^  Taf  aixafliat  vh  IXi9j/A09i/raf;  Xt^^awai*    {o   the  LXX  render 
thofc  words,  reading,  it  fecms,  niD  for  pnr. 

*  NaCH;^o^ow^otf,  rov  toiot-o*  ctcti^,  Hc^tatt  i  iAf»j^at«j  hxanuaai. 

Atban,  adjntioci.  ^ajl.  87. 

to 
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SERM. to  him,  and  moft  efFe<5tual,  he  thus  expreflcth  his 
xxii.   mind :  Is  not  this  the  f aft  which  I  have  chofen?  To  loofe 

— the  bands  ofwickednefs^  to  undo  the  heavy  burthens^  to  let 

ifa.  ViWut^the  opprejjedgofree^  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke?  Is  it 
not  to  deal  thy  bread  fo  the  hungry ^  and  that  thou  bring  the 
poor  that  are  caft  out  to  thine  houfe  ?  when  thou  feeft  the 
naked  J  that  thou  cover  him  -,  and  that  thou  hide  not  tbyfelf 
from  thine  own  fiejh  ?  Of  fo  great  confideration  and 
moment  was  this  fort  of  duties,  even  under  that  old 
difpenfation  of  weaknefs,  fervility,  and  fear;  fo  much 
tcndernefs  of  compaffion  and  benignity  did  God  exad 
even  from  that  hardhearted  and  worldly  people,  who 
were  fo  little  capable  of  the  beft  rules,  and  had  en-, 
couragements,  in  comparifon,  fo  mean  toward  per- 
formances of  this  nature.  The  fame  we  may  well 
conceive,  under  the  more  perfedt  difcipline  of  uni- 
verfal  amity,  of  ingenuity,  of  fpiritual  grace  and 
gdodncfs  in  a  higher  flrain,  with  more  force  and 
greater  obligation  to  be  impofed  on  us,  who  have  fo 
much  ftronger  engagements,  and  immenfely  greater 
encouragements  to  them.  And  fo  indeed  it  is  :  for 
Lukcxii.  thofe  precepts  delivered  by  our  Lord,  Sell  all  that  yon 
33  ;|»-3o-  havey  and  giv^  alms  ;  If  thou  wilt  be  perfeEi^fell  all 
Matt.  xix.  that  thou  hafly  and  give  to  the  poor  ;  Give  to  every  man 
««.▼»•» 9-  /^^/  ajketh  thee  ;  Treafure  not  np  to  yourf elves  treafures 
upon  the  earthy  do  indeed  found  high,  but  are  not  in- 
fignificant  or  impertinent.  They  cannot  fignify  or 
defign  lefs,  than  that  we  fhould  be  always,  in  affedion 
and  difpofition  of  mind,  ready  to  part  with  any  thing 
we  have  for  the  fuccour  of  our  poor  brethren  ;  that 
to  the  utmoft  of  our  ability  (according  to  moral 
eftimation  prudently  rated)  upon  all  occafions  wc 
Ihould  really  exprefs  that  difpofition  in  our  praftice; 
that  we  are  exceedingly  obliged  to  the  continual  ex- 
ercife  of  thefe  duties  m  a  very  eminent  degree.  Thefe 
indeed  were  the  duties  which  our  Lord,  as  he  did 
frequently  in  his  difcourfe  commend  and  prefcrrbe, 
fo  he  did  moft  fignally  exemplify  in  his  pradlice; 
his  whole  life  being  in  effed  but  one  continual  ad 

of 
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of  moft  liberal  bounty  and  mercy  toward  mankind ;  s  e  r  m- 
in  charity  to  whom  he  outdid  his  own  fevcreft  rules,   xxii. 
being  content  never  to  poffefs  any  wealth,  never  to  » 

enjoy  any  eafe  in  this  world.     And  therein  (both  as 
to  dodrine  and  praftice)  did  the  holy  Apoftles  clofely 
follow  their  Mafter  :  As  poor ^  yet  enriching  many  \  ji^Cor.vi. 
having   nothingy  yet  pojfejjing   all   things.      So   they'^' 
throughly  in  deeds  pradtifed  thefe  duties,  which  in 
words  they  taught,  and  earneftly  preffed  j  admonifh- 
ing  their  converts  to  ^dijlribute  to  the  necejfities  of  the  ^  ^^">-  *»• 
faints y  to  ^do  good  to  all  men ;  ^to  do  good^  and  to  com-  b  cai.  vi. 
municate  not  to  forget ;  to /hew  mercy  %vith  cheeffulnefs^l^^^^  ^j.. 
to  ^put  on  bowels  of  mercy  -^  to  ^  be  kind  and  tender- iS. 
hearted  one  toward  another ;  to  abound  in  the  grace  of^^f^"^^^' '"' 
libei'ality.     Such  are  their  diredtions  and  injun6tiohs«  Eph.  iv. 
to  all  Chriftian  people  ;  fo  did  they  preach  them-  J*^^  ^^j 
felves,  and  fo  they  enjoined  others  to  preach.  Charge i. 
the  rich  in  this  world,  faith  St.  Paul  to  his  fcholar  Ti-  J  J\"J/'- . 
mothy,  that  they  do  good^  that  they  be  rich  in  good 
works y  ready  to  dijiribute,  willing  to  communicate  :  and, 
Thefe  things,  faith  he  likewife,  advifing  bifliop  Titus, Tit.  Hi.  8. 
/  will  that  thou  affirm  conjfantly^  that  they  which  believe 
in  God  may  be  careful  to  maintain  good  works  :  what 
good  works  he  meaneth,  the  reafon  adjoined  doth 
fhew  ;  For  thefe  things,  faith  he,  are  good  and  profitable 
unto  men. 

2.  It  is  indeed  obfervable,  that  as  in  every  kind 
that  which  is  moft  excellent  doth  commonly  affume 
to  itfelf  the  name  of  the  whole  kind  ;  fo  among  the 
parts  of  righteoufnefs,  (which  word  is  ufed  to  com- 
prehend all  virtue  and  goodnefs)  this  of  exercifing 
bounty  and  mercy  is  peculiarly  called  righteoufnefs ; 
fo  that  righteoufnefs  and  mercifulnefs,  (or  alms-deeds) 
the  righteous  and  bountiful  perfon,  are  in  Scripture  , 
expreffion  ordinarily  confounded,  as  it  were,  or  un- 
diftinguifhably  put  one  for  the  other ;  it  being 
often,  when  commendations  are  given  to  righteouf- 
nefs, and  rewards  promifed  to  righteous  perfons, 
hard  to  difcern,  whether  the  general  pbfervance  of 

VOL.  II.  M  m  God's 
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§  I  R  M.  God's  law,  or  the  fpecial  praftice  of  thefc  duties, 

^%n.   are  concerned  in  them.    Likcwife  works  of  this  qa- 

*'    '    - —  ture  are  in  way  of  peculiar  excellency  termed  good 

works ;  and  to  perform  them  is  ufually  ftyled,  to  di 

•A£lsix.  goody  and  to  do  well ;  (^dya^ov  ifyjt^£(r5«i,  ^JcaXot 
iTim.  V.    "^onTvf  ^  dya^oipyiTv,  ^  dyx^oiroimy  ^  iiirohuyy  ^fuffyfrm, 

lo.  yi.  i8.  are  words  applied  to  this  purpofe)  which  manners  of 
J4^/  "''  '  expreflion  do  argue  the  eminent  dignity  of  thefe  per- 
2  Cor.  ix.  8.  formances. 

*^o/''  ^'     3«  We  may  alfo  confequently  mark,  that  in  thofe 
*  Lukcvi.  places  of  Scripture  where  the  divitie  law  is  abridged, 
fc  Hcb.  xiii.and  religion  fummed  up  into  a  few  particulars  of 
4"A6isx  8  ^^^^   importance,  thefe  duties   conftantly  make  a 
**^   part :  fo  when  the  Prophet  Micah  briefly  reckons  up 
thofe  things  which  are  beft  in  the  law,  and  chiefly 
required  by  God,  the  whole  catalogue  of  them  con- 
lifting  but  of  three  particulars,  mercy  comes  in  for 
Micah ti.8. one;  He  hath  Jloewed  thee^  O  man,  faith  he,  what  is 
good :  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee^  but  to  do 
jujllyj  and  to  love  mercy ^  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy 
God?     Likewife  of  thofe  (jSafjTffa  rjt  >o|uih,   thofe) 
more  fubftantial  and  weighty  things  of  God's  law^  the 
negledt  of  which  our  Saviour  obje(fleth  as  an  argu- 
ment of  impiety,  and  a  caufe  of  woe,  to  thofe  pre- 
Matt.  xxiii.  tending  zealots,  this  is  one:  Woe  unto  you  ^  Scribes  and 
^^'  Pharifees^  hypocrites  \  for  ye  pay  tithe  of  mint  and  at- 

miuj  and  hjve  omitted  the  weightier  matters  of  the  laWy 
judgment^  mercy  ^  and  faith.     The  fum  of  St.  John  the 
Baptift  s  inftrudion  of  the  people  is  by  St.  Luke  re- 
Luke  iu.io,duced  to  this  point ;  The  people  ajked  himy  faying^ 
"•  What  (hall  we  do  ?    He  anfwering  laith  unto  them. 

He  that  hath  two  coatSy  let  him  impart  to  him  that  bath 
none  ;  and  he  that  hath  meat^  let  him  do  like  wife.     St. 
Jam.  i.  27.  James's  fyftem  of  religion  is  this ;  Pure  and  undefiled 
religion  before  God  and  the  Father  is  thisy  to  vijit  the 
father lefs  and  widow  in  their  affliSiiony  (that  is,  to  com- 
fort and  relieve  all  diftrefTed  and  helplefs  pqrfons) 
and  to  keep  himfelf  unf potted  from  the  world.     St.  Paul 
Gal.  vi.  2.  fecms  to  be  yet  more  compendious  and  clofe  :  Bear 
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yty  faith  he,  one  another's  bur  dens  j  and  fo  fulfil  the  laws  E  R  m, 
of  Cbrift.     Yea,  God  himfelf  comprifeth  all  the  fub-    xxii. 
ftantial  part  of  religion  herein,  when  comparing  it  — — — 
with  the  circumftantial  part,  he  faith^  /  will  have  Hof.  vi  6, 
mercy,  and  not  facrifice. 

4.  It  is  in  like  manner  coafiderable,  that  in  the 
general  defcriptions  of  piety  and  goodnefs,  the  prac* 
tice  of  thefe  duties  is  fpecified,  as  a  grand  ingredient 
of  them.     In  this  Pfalm,  where  fuch  a  defcription  is 
intended,  it  is  almofl  the  only  particular  inftance ; 
and  it  is  not  only  mentioned,  but  reiterated  in  di- 
vers forms  of  expreffion.     In  the  37th  Pfalm  it  is 
affirmed   and   repeated,  that  The  righteous  floewethvi,xxvi'\\, 
mercy  ;  he  fheweih  mercy ^  andgweth ;  hefheiveth  ^w^-Thc*righte- 
cy,  atid  lendetb.     In  the  Proverbs,  'tis  a  commenda-  om  givctb, 
tion  of  the  virtuous  woman,  whofe  price  is  far  ^^^w^no?.  Pro^!^ 
rubies  J  ih^Xfhe  firetcheth  out  her  hand  to  the  pooryyea,^^'^-  a^- 
firetcheth  forth  both  her  hands  to  the  needy.     And  in  ^o/'  ***** 
Ezekiel,  (which  is  efpecially  remarkable)  the  i8th 
chapter,  where  the  principal  things  conftituting  a 
pious  man  are  more  than  once  profeffedly  enume- 
rated, this  among  a  very  few  other  particulars  is  ex- 
preffed,  and  taketh  up  much  room  in  the  account ; 
of  fuch  a  perfon  {who  fhall  fur ely  live ^  and  not  die, 
that  is,  who  certainly  fhall  abide  in  God's  favour, 
and  enjoy  the  happy  confequences  thereof)  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  that  he  neither  hath  opprejfed  any,  nor  hath  with-  Ezck.  xviii. 
holden  the  pledge,  nor  hathfpoiled  by  violctue  ;  but  hath'^*  '^' 
given  his  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  hath  covered  the  naked 
with  a  garment,  and  hath  taken  off  his  hand  from  the 
poor. 

5.  Alfo  in  the  particular  hiftories  of  good  men 
this  fort  of  praftice  is  fpecially  taken  notice  of,  and 
expreffed  in  their  characters.  In  the  ftory  of  ourHcb.xiii.i. 
fether  Abraham,  his  benignity  to  ftrangers,  and  hof- 
pitablenefs,  is  remarkable  among  all  his  deeds  of 
goodnefs,  being  propounded  to  us  as  a  pattern  and 
encouragement  to  the  like  praftice.  In  this  the 
confcience  of  Job  did  folace  itfelf,  as  in  a  folid  ar- 
id m  2  furance 
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s  fe  R  M.  furance  of  his  integrity  :    /  delivered  the  poor  that 
XXII;    cried^  and  the  father lefs^  and  him  that  had  none  to  help 

' him.     The  blejfing  of  him  that  was  ready  to  perifh  came 

Job  xxix.  ^^pQyi  fne^  and  I  caufed  the  widow's  heart  tofing,  I  was 
\l\  '^'  '^'  eyes  to  the  blindy  and  feet  I  was  to  the  lame  j  /  was  a 
Job  XXX.  father  to  the  poor.  Did  not  I  weep  for  him  that  was  in 
*^*  trouble  ?  fVas  not  my  foul  grieved  for  the  poor  ?  Hence 

alfo  did  the  good  publican  recommend  himfelf  to 
the  favour  and  approbation  of  our  Saviour,  faying, 
Luke  xix.   Behold  J  Lord,  half  of  my  goods  I  give  to  the  poor  : 
**  ^"         hence   did  falvation  come  to  his  houfe  :  hence  he  is 
proclaimed,  afon  of  Abraham.    Of  Dorcas,  that  good 
woman,  who  was  fo  gracious  and  precious  among 
the  Difciples,  this  is  the  commendation  and  charac- 
Aas  ix.  36.  ter  ;  She  was  full  of  good  works  and  alms-deeds^  which 
flie  did  'f  fuch  praftice.made  her  capable  of  that  fa- 
vour^  fo  great  and  extraordinary,  the  being  reftored 
to  life ;  at  leaft  in  St.  Chryfoftom's  judgment  :  The 
force  of  her  alms,  faith  he,  did  conquer  the  tyranny  of 
deathK     Cornelius  alfo,  that  excellent  pcrfon,  who 
was,  though  a  Gentile,  fo  acceptable  to  God,  and 
had  fo  extraordinary  graces  conferred  on  him,  is  thus 
AOsx.  %.   reprefented;  He  was  a  devout  man,  and  one  that  feared 
God,  with  all  his  houfe  ;  who  gave  much  alms  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  prayed  to  God  alway.     We  may  add,  that  to 
iTim.iii,  be  hofpitable  (one  branch  of  thefe  duties,  and  infer- 
Tit.  i.  8.     ""g  ^^e  reft)  is  reckoned  a  qualification  of  thofc 
who  are  to  be  the  guides  and  patterns  of  goodnefs 
unto  others.     And  particularly,  one  fit  to  be  pro- 
moted to  a  widow's  office  in  the  church  is  thus  de- 
I  Tim.  T.    fcribed  ;  JVell  reported  of  for  good  zvorks ,  if  fhe  have 
brought  up  children  ;  if  fhe  have  lodged  fir ango's ;  if  fhe 
have  wajhed  the  faints^  feet ;  if  fhe  have  relieved  the 
affli£led  -,    if  fhe  have  diligently  followed  every  good 
work, 

6.  So  near  to  the  heart  of  piety  doth  the  holy 

^  *H  T?;  iXft}juo0i/n}(  SitoifAii  iAxfiO'i  damrov  rnr  rvfrnffHa,    Chiyf  '» 
Gen.  Orat,  55, 

Scrip- 
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Scripture  lay  the  praftice  of  thefe  duties  :  and  no  s  e  r  m. 
wonder  ;  for  it  often  exprefsly  declares  charity  to  be   xxii, 
the  fulfilling  of  God's  law,  as  the  beft  expreffion  of— — 
all  our  duty  toward  God,  of  faith  in  him,  love  and^*^-^-.'> 

^r  t  '  1  •   1  r  11  •     •  Rom.  XIII. 

reverence  or  him,  and  as  either  tormally  containing,  9, 10. 
or   naturally  producing;  all   our   duty  toward   our  i/'™- ?;  5* 
neighbour.     And  of  charity,  works  of  bounty  and  la. 
mercy  are  both  the  chief  inftances,  and  the  plaineft 
figns  :  for  whereas  all  charity  doth  confift  either  in 
mental  defire,  or  in  verbal  fignification,  or  inefFeftual 
performance  of  good  to  our  neighbour ;  this  laft  is 
the  end,  the  completion,  and  the  aflurance  of  the  reft. 
Good-will  is  indeed  the  root  of  charity;  but  that'Eir;V«#»ci- 
lies  under  ground,  and  out  of  fight;  nor  can  weJJ^^^ 
conclude  its  being  or  life  without  vifible  fruits  oiNjff.m 
beneficence.     Good  words  are  at  beft  but  fair  leaves  ^'^''  ^'  ^' 
thereof,  fuch  as  may  (and  too  often  do)  proceed  from 
a  weak  and  barren  difpofition  of  mind.     But  thefe 
good  works  are  real  fruits ^  (fo  St.  Paul  calls  them  ;Tit.  in.  14. 
Let  ours  alfo,  faith  hc^/earn  to  maintain  good  works  for^'^^'^^' 
necejfary  ufes,  that  they  be  not  unfruitful,)  which  declare  PhU.  iv.  17. 
a  true  life,  and  a  good  ftrength  of  charity  in  the 
bearer  of  them :  by  them  To'yv^V*oy  tIj?  ayaVw?,  the  fin- » cor.Tiii. 
cerity  (or  genuinenefs)  of  our  charity  is  proved.    For  as  ' 
no  man  ever  doth  imprefs  a  falfe  ftamp  on  the  fineft 
metal  ;  fo  coftly  charity  is  feldom  counterfeit.    It  is 
to  decline  fpending  their  goods,  or  their  pains,  that 
men   forge   and  feign  ;  pretending  to  make  up  in 
wifhing  well,  the   defeft  of  doing  fo,  and  paying 
words  inftead  of  things :  but  he  that  freely  imparts 
what  he  hath,  or  can  do  for  his  neighbour's  good, 
needs  no  other  argument  to  evince  that  he  loves  in 
good  earneft,  nor  can  indeed  well  ufe  any  other :  for 
words,  if  adlions  are  wanting,  feem  abufive;  and  if 
aftions  are  prefent,  they  arc  fuperfluous.     Where- 
fore St.  John  thus  advifes ;  My  little  childreny  let  us  i  Johq  iii. 
not  love  in  word^  or  in  tongue,  {ihh!  ijyw)  but  in  work  '^• 
and  in  truth.     To  love  in  work,  and  to  love  in  truthy 
he  fignifies  to  be  the  fame  thing ;  and  to  pretend 
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s  ER  M.Iove  in  fpeech,  without  praftifing  it.  in  deed,  he  im- 
XXII.  plies  not  allowable.     And  St,  James  in  way  ofcom- 

parifon  fays,  that  as  faith  without  works  is  dead,  fo 

James  ii.  lovc  without  beneficcncc  is  ufelefs.  For,  If  a  bro" 
i5>  i^*  '7.  ffjgjr  orjfjier  be  naked ^  and  dejiitute  of  daily  food^  and 
one  of  you  fay  unto  hiniy  Depart  in  peace  y  be  you  warmed 
and  filled  y  notwithfianding  ye  give  them  not  thofe  things 
which  are  needful  to  the  body^  what  doth  it  profit  ?  Even 
fo  faith  zvithout  works  is  dead.  Cold  wifhes  of  good, 
working  no  real  benefit  to  our  neighbour,  and  a  faint 
aflent  unto  truth,  producing  no  conftant  obedience 
to  God,  are  things  near  of  kin,  and  of  like  value ; 
both  of  little  worth  or  ufe.  Charity  then  being  the 
main  point  of  religion,  mercy  and  bounty  being  the 
chief  parts  of  charity,  well  may  thefe  duties  be  placed 
in  fo  high  a  rank,  according  to  the  divine  heraldry  of 
Scripture. 

7.  To  enforce  which  obfervations,  and  that  wc  may 
be  farther  certified  about  the  weight  and  worth  of 
thefe  duties,  we  may  confider,  that  to  the  obfervancc 
of  them  mod  ample  and  excellent  rewards  are  afligned ; 
that,  in  return  for  what  we  beftow  on  our  poor  bre- 
thren, God  hath  promifcd  all  forts  of  the  beft  mercies 
and  bleffings  to  us.     The  beft  of  all  good  things, 
Vf.  ixiii.  3.  (that  which  in  David's  opinion  was  better  than  life 
itfelf)  the  fountain  of  all  bleffings,  (God's  love  and  fa- 
vour, or  mercy)  is  procured  thereby,  or  is  annexed 
2  Cor  ix.7.  to  it.  For,  God  loveth  a  cheerful givtr^  faith  St.  Paul; 
Matth.v.7.and,  The  merciful fhall  obtain  mercy ^  faith  our  Saviour: 
jtmcsu.13.and,  Mercy  rejoiceth  agaivjl  judgment ^   (or  boafteth, 
and    triumpheth  over  it  j  fAf(^  xaIaKau;^aT*4  xfiVrw?* 
that  is,  it  appeafeth  God's  wrath,  and  prevents  our 
condemnation  and  puni(hment)  faith  St.  James;  God 
will  not  continue  difpleafed  with  him,  nor  will  with- 
Matih.  ▼!.  hold  his  mercy  from  him,  who  is  kind  and  merciftil 
E^cius.m.  to  his  neighbour.     'Tis  true,  if  rightly  underftood, 
30-  what  the  Hebrew  Wife  Man  faith,  IVate)-  will  quench 

vcftias,  tc-  afiamingfirey  and  alms  r,iaketh  an  atonement  for  fins.  For 
ipfum  in-   ^j^js  pradice  hath  the  nature  and  name  of  a  facrificc, 

GUIS  juni>  *  J 

tiani.^4(^r.  O^c.  i.  1 1.  HUr,  in  P/alm,  czzxiii.  Chrjf,  torn.  vi.  Ontt.  $$.  aod 
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and  is  declared  as  fuch  both  in  excellency  and  effi-s  e  r  m. 
cacy  to  furpafs  all  other  facrifices  ;  to  be  moft  ac-    xxjt. 
ceptable  to   God,  moft  available   for  expiation   of 
guilt,  moft  effedua!  in  obtaining  mercy  and  favour. 
Other  facrifices  performed  in  obedience  to  God's  ap- 
pointment (on  virtue  of  our  Lord's  perfeft  obedience, 
and  with  regard  to  his  pure  facrifice  of  himfelf)  did 
in   their  way  propitiate  God,  and  atone  fin  :    but 
this  hath  an  intrinfic  worth,  and  a  natural  aptitude 
to  thofe  purpofes.     Other  obligations  did  fignify  a 
wiUingnef*  to  render  a  due  homage  to  God;  this 
really   and   immediately   performs  it.     They  were 
(hadows  or  images  well  refembling  that  duty,  (part- 
ing with  any  thing  we  have  for  the  fake  of  God,  and 
for  purchafing  his  favour,)  whereof  this  is  the  body 
and   fubftance.     This  is  therefore  preferred  as   in 
itfelf  excelling  the  reft,  and  more  eftimable  in  God*s 
fight ;  fo  that  in  comparifon  or  competition  there- 
with, the  other  feem  to  be  flighted  and  reiefted.     / 
w///,  faith  God,  have  mercy y  and  not  facrifice  :  and,Hof.vi.  5. 
IVill  the  Lord  be  pleafed  with  thoifands  oframs^  or  zvith  JJ'^  '*" 
ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil?  Will  he?  that  is,  he  will 
not  be  pleafed  with  fuch  facrifices,  if  they  be  ab- 
ftrafted  from  the  more  delightful  facrifices  of  bounty 
and  mercy.     God  never  made  an  exception  againft    ^ 
thefe,  or  derogated  from  them  in  any  cafe ;  they 
abfolutely  and  perpetually  are,  as  St,  Paul  fpeaketh. 
Odours  of  a  fweet  fmell^  facrifices  acceptable  and  well-ffiiU  i>.  it. 
pleafmg  to  God.     And  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews 
feconds  him :  To  do  good^  faith  he,  and  to  communicate^  Hcb.  xiii. 
forget  not ;  for  with  fuch  facrifices  God  is  well  pleafed.  By  *^* 
thefe,  all  other  works  and  all  enjoyments  are  fanfti- 
fied  ;  for,   Give  almsj  faith  our  Lord,  of  what  ^f  Lukcxi.4i, 
have^  and  behold  all  things  are  pure  unto  you.     Such 
charitable  perfons  are  therefore  frequently  pronounced 
bleffed,  that  is,  in  effedt  inftated  in  a  confluence  of 
all  good  things,     Bleffed  is  be  that  confidereth  the  poor,  Pfai.  xii.  1. 
fays  the  Plalmift ;  and,  He  that  hath  a  bountiful  eye  /j^'7i;"f; 
hlejjedy  faith  Solomon  j  and  He  that  hath  mercy  on  th^' 
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SERM.poor^  happy  is  hcj  faith  the  Wife  Man  again;  and, 
XXII.    Blejfed  are  the  merciful^  faith  our  Lord  himfelf.    So  in 

grofs  and  generally.    Particularly  alfo,  and  in  retail, 

Matth.v.7.  the  greateft  bleffings  are  exprefsly  allotted  to  this 
praftice  ;    profperity  in  all  our  affairs  is  promifed 
Dcut.  XV.    tliereto.     ThoUy  faith  MofcSy  Jha/t  fure/y  give  thy  poor 
irotha',  and  thine  heart  Jhall  not  be  grieved  that  thou 
givefi  unto  him ;  becaufe  that  for  this  thing  the  Lord 
'  thy  God  fhall  blefs  thee  in  all  thy  zvorks^  and  in  all  that 
thou  putt eji  thine  hand  unto.    Stability  in  a  good  con- 
dition   is    ordinarily   confequent    thereon :    fo    the 
prophet  Daniel  implies,  when  advifing  kitig  Nebu- 
pan.iv.z^chadnezzar  to  thefe  works,  he  adds,  If  it  may  be  a 
lengthening  of  thy  tranquillity.     Deliverance  from  evil 
incumbent,  prote6tion  in  imminent  danger,  and  fup- 
port  in  affliftions,  are  the  fure  rewards  thereof:  fo 
Pfai.xri.  I.  the  Pfalmift  afllires  us  :  Blejfed^  faith  he,  is  he  that 
*'  3'  conjtdereth  the  poor  :  the  Lord  will  deliver  him  in  time 

of  trouble.     The  Lord  will  preferve  him  and  keep  bim 
alive i  and  he  fhall  be  blejfed  upon  earth  ;  and  thou  wilt 
not  deliver  him  unto  the  will  of  his  enemies.     The  Lord 
will  Jirengthen  him  upon  the  bed  of  languijhing;  thou 
wilt  make  all  his  bed  in  hisficknefs.    Security  from  all 
want  is  likewife  a  recompence  proper  thereto  :  for, 
pror.xxviii. //^  that  giveth  to  the ^  poor  Jhall  not  lack,  faith  the 
111*,  iviii.io  wife  Man.      ff  thou  draw  out  thy  foul  to  the  hungry^ 
II,  I*.       and  fatisfy  the  affliBed  foul^  then  jhall  thy  light  arife  in 
ohjcurityy  &c.     Thriving  in  wealth  and  eilate  is  an- 
ProY.xi.25.  other  I'pecial  reward :  for,  The  liberal Jouljkall  be  made 
fat ;  the  fame  author  gives  us  his  word  for  it.    Even 
of  the  good  things  here  below,  to  thofe  who  for  his 
Mattxix.  fake  in  this  or  any  other  way  do  let  go  houfes  or  lands^ 
*^'  our  Lord   promifeth  the  return   01  a  hundred-fold^ 

either  in  kind,  or  in  value.  So  great  encourage- 
ipents  are  annexed  to  this  praft ice  even  in  relation 
to  the  concernments  of  this  tranfitory  life :  but  to 
them  befide  God  hath  deftinated  rewards  incompara* 
bly  more  confiderable  and  precious,  fpiritual  and 
eternal  rewards,  treafures  of  heavenly  wealth,  crowns 
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of  endlefs  glory,  the  perfeftion  of  joy  and  blifs  to  bes  e  R  M* 
dKpcnkd  at  the  refurreSf  ion  of  the  jujl.    He  that  for  piy  xxii. 
fake  hath  left  houfes  or  lands  ^  fhall  receive  a  hundred- 


fold now  at  this  time^  (or  in  this  prefent  life)  ayid  /«Lukexiv. 
the  world  to  comejhall  inherit  everlafting  life  ;  fo  infal-  Matt.  xix. 
lible  truth  hath  affured   us.     They   who   perform  jj. 
thefe  duties  are  faid  to  make  themfelves  bags  which ^^  ^'^^' 
wax  not  oldy  a  treafure  that  fail eth  not  in  the  heavens  ;^"^^  ^"-' 
to  make  themfelves  friends  of  the  unrighteous  mammon^ 
who^  zvhen  they  faily  (when  they  depart,  and  leave 
their  earthly  wealth)  will  receive  them  into  everlafling 
habitations  \    to  lay  up  in  fiore  for  themfelves  a  goodiTim.vi 
foundation  againjl  the  time  to  come^  that  they  may  lay  '^' 
hold  on  eternal  life.   Such  rewards  are  promifed  to  th^ 
obfervers. 

8.  And  correfpondently  grievous  puniftiments  are 
defigned  and  denounced  to  the  tranfgreflbrs  of  thefe 
duties ;  the  worft  of  miferies  is  their  portion  and 
doom  :  they,  for  being  fuch,  do  forfeit  God's  love 
and  favour ;  they  lofe  his  blefling  and  protedlion  ; 
they  can  have  no  fure  pofleffion,  nor  any  comfort- 
able enjoyment  of  their  eftate  ;  for,  He^  faith  St.ja1ncsu.13, 
]2in\t%/fhall  have  judgment  wi/hout  mercy  ^  zvhpjheweth 
no  mercy.     And  of  fuch  a  perfon  it  is  laid  in  Job, 
That  which  he  labour  eth  for  heflmll  rejlore^  and  fhall  not  joh  %%.  18, 
fallow  it  down  :  according  to  his  fubjlance  fhall  the  re-  '^* 
flitution  bey  and  he  fhall  not  rejoice  therein  j  becaufe  he 
haih  opprejfedy  andforfaken  the  poor.  (Not  only  becaufe 
he  hath  unjuftly  oppreffed,  but,  becaufe  he  hath  un* 
charitably  forfaken  the  poor.)     If  by  the  divine  for- 
bearance fuch  perfons  do  feem  to  enjoy  a  fair  por/Zo// Pf.  xfii.  14. 
in  this  life^  (profpering  in  the  world  and  increafing  />/ !»*»"•«*• 
riches)  they  will  find  a  fad  reckoning  behind  in  the 
other  world ;  this  will  be  the  refult  of  that  audit ; 
Woe  be  unto  you^  rich  men^for  ye  have  received  your  ^(?«- Lukeyi,  34, 
folation-y  (fuch  rich  men  are  meant,  who  have  got,  or 
kept,  or  ufed  their  wealth  bafelyj  who  have  detained 
all  the  confolation  it  yields  to  themfelves,  and  im- 
parted none  to  others  y)  and,   Remember,  fon,  thou  Luke  xri, 
' '  didjl^i' 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


538  ^he  Duly  and  Reward  of  Bounty  to  the  Poor. 

s  E  R  M.  didjl  receive  thy  good  things  in  this  life ;  (fo  didft  re- 
XXII.  *ceive  them,  as  to  fvvallow  them,  and  fpend  them 

here,  without  any  provifion  or  regard  for  the  future 

Matt.. XXV.  in  the  ufe  of  them  ;)  and,  Caf  that  unprofitable  fer- 

^°'  vant  (who  made  no  good  ufe  of  his  talent)  into  utter 

takex'u.iudarknefs.    Such  will  be  the  fate  of  every  one  that  trea^ 

fures  tip  to  himfefy  and  is  not  rich  unto  God ;  not  rich 

in  pieiy  and  charity,  not  rich  in  performing  for  God's 

fake  works  of  bounty  and  mercy. 

9,  It  is  indeed  mod  confiderable,  that  at  the 
final  reckoning,  when  all  men's  aftions  Ihall  be 
ftriftly  fcanned,  and  juftly  fentenced  according  to 
their  true  defert,  a  fpecial  regard  will  be  had  to  the 
difcharge  or  negleft  of  thefe  duties.  It  is  the  boun- 
tiful and  merciful  perfons,  who  have  relieved  Chrift 
in  his  poor  members  and  brethren,  who  in  that  day 
will  appear  to  be  the  (heep  at  the  right  hand,  and 
(hall  hear  the  good  (hepherd's  voice  uttering  thofe 
Matt.  XXV.  joyful  words,  Come ^ ye  blejj'cdofmy  Father^  enter  vUo  the 
54. 35>  36.  ^i^jgjQjj^  prepared  for  you  jrom  the  foundation  of  the 
luorld:  For  I  xvas  an  hunger  edy  and  ye  gave  me  meat;  I 
was  thirjy,  and  ye  gave  me  drink  ;  /  was  a  flranger^ 
and  ye  took  me  in  ;  /  %vas  naked^  and  ye  clothed  me  ; 
/  was  ficky  and  ye  vifited  me ;  /  was  in  prifon^  and  ye 
came  unto  me.  He  doth  not  fay,  becaufe  you  have 
made  goodly  profeflions,  becaufe  you  have  been  or- 
thodox in  your  opinions,  becaufe  you  have  frequented 
religious  excrcifes,  (have  prayed  often  and  long,  have 
kept  many  fafts,  and  heard  many  fermons,)  becaufe 
you  have  been  (launch  in  your  con verfat ions,  be- 
caufe you  have  been  punftual  in  your  dealings,  be- 
caufe you  have  maintained  a  fpecious  guile  ot  piety, 
fobriety,  and  juflice  ;  (although,  indeed,  be  that 
will  come  off  well  at  that  great  trial,  muftbe  refpon- 
fible,  and  able  to  yield  a  good  account  in  refpeft  to 
all  thofe  particulars;)  but  becaufe  you  have  been 
charitably  benign  and  helpful  to  perfons  in  need  and 
diftrefs,  therefore  bleffcd  are  you,  therefore  enter 
into  the  kingdom  of  glorious  blifs  prepared  for  fuch 

per- 
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perfons.   This  proceeding  more  than  intimates,  that,  s  e  r  m. 
in  the  judgment  of  our  Lord,  no  fort  of  virtue  or    xxii. 
good  praftice  is  to  be  preferred  before  that  of  chari-  >. 

table  bounty  ;  or  rather  that,  in  his  efteem,  none  is 
equal  thereto  :  fo  that  if  the  queftion  were  put  to 
him,  which  is  one  of  them  to  Antiochus,  (in  Atha- Athmifiw, 
nafius's  works)  which  is  the  moft  eminent  virtue?  ^™-*- 
our  Lord  would  refolve  it  no  otherwife  than  is  done 
by  tliat  father,  affirming,  that  mercifulnefs  is  the 
queen   of  virtues  ;   for  that,  at  the  final  account, 
the  examination  chiefly  proceeds  upon  that  5  it  is 
made  the  fpecial  touchftone  of  piety,  and  the  pecu- 
liar ground  of  happinefs.     Oi>  the  other  fide,  thofe 
who  have  been  deficient  in  thefe  performances  (un- 
charitable and  unmerciful  perfons)  will  at  the  laft  trial 
appear  to  be  the  wretched  goats  on  the  left  hand, 
unto  whom  this  uncomfortable  fpeech  fhall  by  the 
great   Judge  be  pronounced;  Depart  from  me^  ^^Mat. x»v. 
curfed^  into  everlafing  fire y  prepared  for  the  devil  and^^'^^*^^' 
his  angels:  For  I  was  hungry ^  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat ; 
/  was  ihirfty^  and  ye  gave  me   no  drink ;  /  was  a 
fir  anger  y  and  ye  took  me  not  in  ;  naked^  and  ye  clothed 
me  not ;  fick  and  in  prifon^  ayidye  vifited  me  not.     It  is 
not,  we  may  fee,  for  having  done  that  which  in  this 
world  is  called  rapine  oj:  wrong,  for  having  pillaged 
or  cozened  their  neighbour,  for  having  committed 
adultery  or  murder,  or  any  other  thing  prohibited, 
that  thefe  unhappy  men  are  faid  to  be  formerly  im- 
peached, and  finally  condemned  to  that  miferable 
doom  ;  but  for  having  been  unkind  and  unmerciful 
to  their  poor  brethren  8:  this  at  that  high  tribunal 
will  pafs  for  a  moft  enormous  crime,  for  the  capital 
offence  \  for  this  it  is  that  they  (hall  be  curfed,  and 
caft  down  into  a  wretched  confort(hip  with  thofe 
malicious  and  mercilefs  fiends,  unto  whofe  difpofition 
they  did  fo  nearly  approach. 

•T»  uh  Xwri»  ^d  w  hotUpnf  7tdt0a%iC%afftt.  Greg,  Naz.  Orat.  16. 

Thus. 
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s  E  R  M.     Thus  it  appears  how  mighty  a  flrefs  God  in  the 
XXII.   holy  Scripture  doth  lay  upon  thefe  duties,  fo  peremp- 

torily  commanding  them,  fo  vehemently   preffing 

them,  fo  highly  commending  them,  fo  gracioufly 
by  promifes  alluring  us  to  the  performance,  fo  dread- 
fully by  threatenings  deterring  us  from  the  negleft 
of  them.     What  an  affront  then  will  it  be  to  God's 
authority,  what  a  diftruft  to  his  word,  what  a  con- 
tempt of  his  power,  his  juftice,  his  wifdom,  what  a 
defpite  to  his  goodnefs  and  mercy,  if,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  thefe  declarations  of  his  will  and  purpofes,  wc 
{hall  prefume  to  be  uncharitable  in  this  kind!  There 
are  alfo  confideratio'ns,  (very  many,  very  clear,  and 
very  ftrong,)  which  difcover  the  great  reafonablenefs 
and  equity  of  thefe  laws,  with  our  indifpenfable  ob- 
ligation to  obey  them;  the  which  indeed  with  greater 
force  do  exaft  thefe  duties  from  us,  and  do  more 
earneftly  plead  in  the  poor  man's  behalf,  than  he  can 
beg  or  cry.  If  we  either  look  up  unto  God,  or  down 
upon  our  poor  neighbour,  if  we  refleft  upon  our- 
felves,  or  confider  our  wealth  itfelf,  every  where  we 
may  difcern  various  reafons  obliging  us,  and  various 
motives  inducing  us  to  the  praftice  of  thefe  duties. 
In  regard  to  God. 
JL  Head       I.  We  may  confider,  that,  by  exercifing  of  bounty 
of  Dif-    and  mercy,  we  are  kind  and  courteous  to  God  him- 
courfc.     ^^j^.  ]^y  neglefting  thofe  duties,  w^e  are  unkind  and 
rude  to  him  :  for  that  what  of  good  or  evil  is  by  us 
done  to  the  poor,  God  interprets  and  accepts  as  done 
to  himfelf.     The  poor  have  a  peculiar  relation  to 
God  ;  he  openly  and  frequently  profeiTeth  himfelf 
their  efpecial  friend,  patron,  and  protestor ;  he  is 
much  concerned  in,  and  particularly  chargeth  his  pro- 
vidence with  their  fupport.     In  cffeft  therefore  they 
Pf.  xxii.2«.fhall  furely  be  provided  for,  one  way  or  other,  (The 
xviii.  ti.    poor  JImll eat,  a7id  be  Jathfied:  God  willfave  the  afflicted 
iLyjxu  ii^people :  The  Lord  preferveth  thejirangers^  he  relievetb  the 
father lefs  and  zvidow.  When  the  poor  and  needy  feek  water ^ 
and  there  is  none,  and  their  tongue  faiJeth  for  tbirft^  I  the 
Lord  will  hear  them^  I  the  God  of  Ifrael  %vill  not  forjake 

them  :) 
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them :)    But  out  of  goodncfs  to  us,  he  choofeth,  (if  it  s  e  r  m. 
may  be,  we  freely  concurring  therein)  and  beft  liketh,    xxii. 

that  it  (hould  be  done  by  our  hands ;  this  conducing 

no  lefs  to  our  benefit,  than  to  theirs;  we  thereby  hav- 
ing opportunity  to  (hew  our  refped  to  himfelf,  and  to 
lay  an  engagement  on  him  to  do  us  good.  God  there- 
fore lendeth  the  poor  man  his  own  name,  and  allow- 
eth  him  to  crave  our  fuccour  for  his  fake.  (When 
the  poor  man  aiketh  us  in  God's  name,  or  for  God's 
fake,  he  doth  not  ufurp  or  forge,  he  hath  good  au- 
thority, and  a  true  ground  for  doing  fo  :)  God  gives 
him  credit  from  himfelf  unto  us  for  what  he  wants, 
and  bids  us  charge  what  he  receiveth  on  his  own  ac- 
count; permitting  us  to  reckon  him  obliged  thereby, 
and  to  write  him  our  debtor;  engaging  his  own 
word  and  reputation  duly  to  repay,  fully  to  fatisfy 
us.  He  that  hath  pity  on  the  poor^  lendeth  to  the  Lord  ;vrov.  Hi. 
and  that  which  he  hath  given,  will  he  pay  him  again,  *''• 
faith  the  Wife  Man  :  and,  Inafmuch  as  ye  have  done  Mztt.  xtr. 
i/  to  the  leaji  of  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me,^'  ^^' 
(aith  our  Saviour  :  and,  God  is  not  unrighteous  tofor-i^th.^ijo. 
gel  your  work  and  labour  of  love,  which  ye  have  Jhewed 
toward  his  name,  in  that  ye  have  minijiered  to  the  faints, 
and  do  minifler,  faith  the  Apoftle.  What  therefore 
we  give  to  the  poor,  God  accepteth  as  an  expreflion 
of  kindnefs  to  himfelf,  being  given  to  one  of  his 
friends  and  clients,  in  refped:  to  him  ;  he  regards  it 
as  a  teftimony  of  friendly  confidence  in  him,  fig- 
nifying  that  we  have  a  good  opinion  of  him,  that  we 
take  him  for  able  and  willing  to  requite  a  good 
turn,  that  we  dare  take  his  word,  and  think  our 
goods  fafe  enough  in  his  cuftody.  But  if  we  flop 
our  ears,  or  fhut  our  hands  from  the  poor,  God  in- 
terprets it  as  a  har(h  repulfe,  and  an  heinous  affront 
put  upon  himfelf:  we  doing  it  to  one  who  bears  his 
name,  and  wears  his  livery,  (for  the  poor  man's  rags 
are  badges  of  his  relation  unto  God,)  he  thereby 
judges,  that  we  have  little  good-will,  little  refped:, 
little  compaffion  toward  himfelf:  fince  we  vouch- 

fafe 
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s  E  R  M.  fafe  not  to  grant  him  fo  mean  a  favour,  fincc  wc 
XXII.   refufe  at  his  requeft,  and  (as  it  were)  in  his  need,  to 
.  accommodate  him  with  a  fmall  fum,  he  juftly  re- 

putes it  as  an  argument  of  unkindly  diffidence  ia 
him,  that  we  have  forry  thoughts  of  him,  deeming 
him  no  good  correfpondent,  little  valuing  his  word, 
fufpefting  his  goodnefs,  his  truth,  or  his  mfficiency. 
2.  We   by  praftifing  thofe  duties   are  juft,  by 
omitting  them  are  very  unjuft  toward  God.     For 
our  goods,  our  weahh,  and  our  eftate,  are  indeed 
none  of  them  fimply  or  properly  our  own,  fo  that  wc 
have  an  abfolute  property  in  them,  or  an  entire  dif- 
pofal  of  them  :  no,  we  are  utterly  incapable  oi  fuch 
a  right  unto  them,  or  power  over  them  :  God  nc- 
ceffarily  is  the  true  and  abfolute  proprietary  of  them. 
Bccicf.v.   They  are  called  the  gifts  of  God  :  but  we  muft  not 
1^.  VI.  a.   uQderftand  that  God,  by  giving  them  to  us,  hath 
parted  with  his  own  right  to  them :  they  are  depofited 
with  us  in  truft,  not  alienated  from  him  ;  they  arc 
committed  to  us  as  fte wards,  not  transferred  upon 
us  as  mafters :  they  are  fo  ours,  that  we  have  no  au- 
thority to  ufe  them  according  to  our  will  or  fancy, 
but  are  obliged  to  manage  them  according  to  God's> 
diredtion  and  order.     He,  by  right  immutable,  js 
Lord  paramount  of  all  his  creation  ;  every  thing  un- 
alienably  belongs  to  him  upon  many  accounts.     He 
out  of  nothing  made  all  things  at  firft,  and  to  every 
creature  through  each  moment  a  new  being  is  con- 
ferred by  his  preferv-ative  influence  :  originally  there- 
fore he  is  Lord  of  all  things,  and  continually  a  new 
title  of  dominion  over  every  thing  fpringeth  up  unto 
him  :  it  is  his  always^  becaufe  he  always  maketh  it. 
We  ourlelves  are  naturally  mere  Haves  and  vaffals  to 
him  :  as  we  can  never  be  our  own,  (mafters  of  our- 
ielves,  of  our  lives,  of  our  liberties,)  fo  cannot  we 
tver  properly  be  owners  of  any  thing  j  there  are  no 
poflible  means,  by  which  we  can  acquire  any  abfolute 
title  to  the  leafl  mite  j  the  principal  right  to  what 
v,e  feem  to  get,  according  to  all  law  and  reafon,  ac- 

crueth 
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crueth  to  our  mafter.  All  things  about  us,  by  which  s  e  r  m. 
we  live,  with  which  we  work  and  trade,  the  earth    xxii. 

which  fupports  and  feeds  us,  and  furnifheth  us  with . 

all  commodities,  the  air  we  breathe,  the  fun  and  j'^-  *''*»^-  '• 
ftars  which  cherifli  our  life,  are  all  of  them  his,  hisixxx'ix.  u. 
produdions  and  his  pofTeffions,  fubfifting  by  his  plea-  *^^-  5- 
fure,  fubjed:  to  his  difpofal.     How  then  can  any 
thing  be  ours  ?    How  can  we  fay,  with  the  foolifh 
churl  Nabal,  Shall  I  take  my  breads  and  my  water ^  iSam.xxT. 
end  my  fiejhy  and  give  it?    Thine?  O  inconfiderate  *^' 
man !  How  earned  thou  by  it  ?  How  doft  thou  hold 
it  ?  Didft  thou  make  it  ?  or  doft  thou  preferve  it  ? 
Canft  thou  claim  any  thing  by  nature  ?  No ;  thou  • 
broughteft  nothing  with  theq  into  the  world  ;  thou 
didft  not  bring  thyfelf  hither*^.  Canft  thou  challenge 
any  thing  to  thyfelf  from  chance  ?    No,  for  there  is 
no  fuch  thing  as  chance,  all  things  being  guided  and 
governed  by  God's  providence.    Doft  thou  conceive 
thy  induftry  can  entitle  thee  to  any  thing  ?    Thou 
art  miftaken  ;  for  all  the  wit  and  ftrength  thou  ap- 
plieft,  the  head  thou  contriveft  with,  and  the  hands 
thou  workeft  with,  are  God's ;  all  the  fuccefs  thou 
findeft  did  wholly  depend  on  him,  was  altogether  de- 
rived from  him  ;  all  thy  projefts  were  vain,  all  thy 
labours  would  be  fruitlefs,  did  not  he  aflift  and  blel's 
thee.    Thou  doft  vainly  and  falfely  lift  up  thine  heart yTytni.vm. 
and  forget  the  Lord  thy  God^  whenas  thy  herds  and\l*/^*  ^"^^ 
Jldcks  multiply  y  and  thy  ftlver  and  gold  is  multiplied^  and 
all  that  thou  hajl  is  multiplied  j  if  thou  fayefl  in  thy 
hearty  My  power  and  the  might  of  my  hand  hath  gotten 
me  this  wealth.     But  thou  mujl  remember  the  Lord  thy 
Godyfor  it  is  he  that  giveth  thee  power  to  g£t  wealth. 
[  fVho  am  /,  faith  David,  and  what  is  my  peopUy 

that  wejhould  be  able  to  offer  fo  willingly  after  this  fort? 
For  all  things  come  of  thee  \  and  of  thine  own  have  we 

**  Sed  ais,  Quid  injuftum  eft,  ii  cum  alicna  non  invadam,  pro- 
pria diligentius  lervem  ?  O  impudcns  di6hini !  propria  dicis  ? 
quar  ?  ex  quibus  recondltb  in  bunc  mundum  detuUQi  ?  AmhroJ, 

given 
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s -E  KM. given  thee,  i  Chron.  xxix.  14.]  Since  then  upon 
XXII.  all  fcores  every  thing  we  have  doth  appertain  to 

— -.  God,  he  may  without  any  injury  recal  or  reftime 
whatever  he  pleafeth  ;  and  while  he  letteth  any 
thing  abide  with  us,  we  cannot  juftly  ufe  it  other- 
wife  than  he  hath  appointed,  we  cannot  duly  apply 
it  otherwife  than  to  his  intereft  and  fervice  *.  God 
then  having  enjoined,  that  after  we  have  fatisfied  our 
neceflities,  and  fupplied  our  reafonable  occafions,  wc 
ftiould  employ  the  reft  to   the  relief  of  our  poor 

Lukcm.ii.  neighbours ;  that  if  we  have  two  coats y  (one  more 
than  we  need)  we  Jhould  impart  one  to  him  that  hath 
none ;  if  we  have  meat  abundant,  that  we  likewife 
communicate  to  him  that  wants  it*^:  God,  by  the 
poor  man*s  voice,  (or  by  his  need  and  mifery)  de- 
manding his  own  from  us,  we  are  very  unjuft  if  wc 
prefume  to  withhold  it ;  doubly  unjuft  we  are,  both 
toward  God,  and  toward  our  neighbour :  we  are  un- 
faithful ftewards,  mifapplying  the  goods  of  our  Maf- 
ter,  and  crofling  his  order  * :  we  are  wrongful  ufurp- 
ers,  detaining  from  our  neighbour  that  which  God 
Jiath  allotted  him;  we  are  in  the  court  of  confcience; 
we  (hall  appear  at  the  bar  of  God's  judgment  no 
better  than  robbers^  (under  vizards  of  legal  right  and 
pofleffion)  fpoiling  our  poor  brother  of  his  goods  ; 
his,  I  fay,  by  the  very  fame  title  as  any  thing  can  be 
ours,  by  the  free  donation  of  God,  fully  and  fre- 
quently exprefled,  as  we  have  feen  in  his  holy  word. 
(He  cannot  take  it  away  by  violence  or  furreption 
againft  our  will,  but  we  are  bound  willingly  to  yield 


*  Aliena  rapcre  convincitur,  qui  ultra  ncccfTaria  fibi  retmeic 
probatur.  Hleron, 

^  Quicquid  Deus  plufquam  opus  eft  dederit,  non  nobis  fpcci- 
aliter  dedit,  fed  per  nos  aliia  erogandum  tranfmiiit ;  quod  fi  noa 
dcderimus,  res  alienas  invafimus,  Aug,  Serm.  219.  de  Temp. 

Proprium  nemo  dicat  quod  commune  ;  plus  quam  fu£5ceret 
fumptui  violcnter  obtentum  eft.  Amhrof. 

v^a-^  ;  Bqf,  M* 

it 
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it  up  to  him ;  to  do  that,  were  diforder  in  him  ;  to  s  e  r  m. 
rcfufe  this,  is  wrong  in  us.)     *Tis  the  hungry  man*s   xxii. 
bread  which  we  hoard  up  in  our  barns,  'tis  his  meat  ■ 

on  which  we  glut,  and  his  drink  which  we  guzzle "" : 
'tis  the  naked  man's  apparel  which  we  (hut  up  in 
our  preffes,  or  which  we  exorbitantly  ruffle  and 
flaunt  in  :  'tis  the  needy  perfon's  gold  and  filver 
which  we  clofely  hide  in  our  chefts,  or  fpend  idly,  or 
put  out  to  ufelefs  ufe.  We  are  in  thus  holding,  or 
thus  fpending,  truly  wXtoygxraj,  not  only  covetous^ 
but  wrongful,  or  havers  of  more  than  our  own, 
againft  the  will  of  the  right  owners ;  plainly  violat- 
ing that  precept  of  Solomon  ;  Withhold mt good fromViovSiuni, 
them  to  whom  it  is  due^  when  it  is  in  the  power  of  thy 
band  to  do  it.  If  we  are  ambitious  of  havinc  a  pro- 
perty in  fomewhat,  or  afFeft  to  call  any  thmg  our 
own,  'tis  only  by  nobly  giving  that  we  can  accom- 
plilh  our  defire  5  that  will  certainly  appropriate  our 
goods  to  our  ufe  and  benefit :  but  from  bafely  keep- 
mg,  or  vainly  embezzling  them,  they  become  not 
our  polTeflion  and  enjoyment,  but  our  theft  and  our 
bane  ".  (Thefe  things,  fpoken  after  the  holy  fathersr, 
wife  inftrudors  in  matters  of  piety,  are  to  be  under- 
ftood  with  reafonable  temperament,  and  pradtifed 
with  honeft  prudence.  I  cannot  ftand  to  difculs 
cafes,  and  remove  fcruples  ;  a  pious  cbarity  will  ea- 
fily  difcern  its  due  limits  and  meafures,  both  declin- 
ing perplexity,  and  not  evading  duty.  The  fum  is, 
that  juftice  towards  God  and  man  obligeth  us,  not 
to  fuffer  our  poor  brother  to  perifli,  or  pin©  away  for 
want,  when  we  furfeit  and  fwim  in  plenty,  or  not  to 
fee  him  lack  neceflaries,  when  we  are  well  able  to  re- 
lieve him.) 

3,  Shewing  bounty  and  mercy  are  the  moft  pro- 

™  Noilnim  eft  (pauperes  clamant)  quod  effunditis;  nobis 
cradeliter  fubtrahitur,  quod  inaniter  expcnditur.  Bern,  Ep.  42. 

°  Omne  quod  male  podidetur  alienum  eft ;  male  autem  pofll- 
dct,  qui  male  utitur.  Augvfi,  Ep,  54. 

VOL.  ir,  N  n  per 
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5  fi  R  M.  per  and  the  principal  eXpreffions  of  our  gratitude 
XXII.  unto  God;  fo  that  in  omitting  them,  we  are  no( 
-  only  very  unjuft,  but  highly  ingrateful.  Innume- 
rable are  the  benefits,  favours,  and  mercies,  (both 
common  and  private)  which  God  hath  beftowed  on 
us,  and  doth  continually  beftow :  he  inceffantly. 
K.Uviii.  (howers  down  bleffings  on  our  heads  ;  he  daily  load- 
19-  c»"-4«  ^^^  ^j  ^y^^  ^y^  benefits  \  he  perpetually  crownetb  m 
with  loving'kindnefs  and  tender  mercies  :  all  that  we 
are,  all  that  we  have,  all  that  we  can  hope  for  of 
good,  is  alone  from  his  free  bounty  :  our  beings  and 
lives,  with  all  the  conveniences  and  comforts  of 
them,  we  entirely  owe  to  him  as  to  our  Maker,  our 
Preferver,  our  conftant  Benefaftor  :  all  the  excellent 
privileges  we  enjoy,  and  all  the  glorious  hopes  wc 
have  as  Chriftians,  we  alfo  ftand  indebted  for  purely 
pf.cxvi.ia.to  his  undeferved  mercy  and  grace.  And,  Whatjhall 
we  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  toward  us  f 
Shall  we  render  him  nothing  ?  Shall  we  refufe  him 
any  thing  ?  Shall  we  boggle  at  making  returns  fo  in* 
confiderable,  in  regard  to  what  he  hath  done  for  us  ? 
What  is  a  little  gold,  or  filver,  or  brafs  perhaps, 
which  our  poor  neighbour  craveth  of  us,  in  compa- 
rifon  to  our  life,  our  health,  our  reafon  ;  to  all  ac- 
commodations of  our  body,  and  all  endowments  of 
our  mind  ?  What  are  all  the  goods  in  the  world  to 
the  love  and  favour  of  God,  to  the  pardon  of  our 
(ins,  to  the  ^ifts  of  God's  Spirit,  to  the  dignity  of 
being  the  children  of  God,  and  heirs  of  falvation ; 
to  the  being  freed  from  extreme  miferies,  and  made 
capable  of  eternal  felicity  ?  And  doth  not  this  un- 
expreffible  goodnefs,  do  not  all  theft  ineftimable  be- 
nefits require  fome  correfpondent  thankfulneft  ?  Arc 
we  not  obliged,  (hall  we  not  be  willing  to  exhibit 
fome  real  teftimony  thereof  ?  And  what  other  can 
we  exhibit  befide  this  ?  We  cannot  diredtly  or  im- 
mediately requite  God,  for  he  cannot  fo  receive  any 
thing  from  us ;  he  is  not  capable  of  being  himfetf 
enriched  or  exalted,  of  being  any  wife  pleafured  or 

bet- 
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bettered  by  us,  who  is  in  himfclf  infinitely  fufficient,  s  E  R  M, 
glorious,  joy  fulj  and  happy:  Our  goodnefs  extends  not  xxir. 
to  him  ;  a  man  cannot  be  profitable  to  bis  Maker.  All  ■■  m 
that  we  can  do  in  this  kind  is  thus  indireftly,  in  thej*^- '^^':.*- 
perfons  of  his  poor  relations,  to  gratify  him,  impart-  ^  ""'** 
ing  at  his  defire,  and  for  his  fake,  fomewhat  of  what 
he  hath  bcftowcd  on  us  upon  them.  Such  a  thank- 
ful return  we  owe  unto  God,  not  only  for  what  he 
hath  given  us,  but  even  for  the  capacity  of  giving  to 
others  ;  for  that  we  are  in  the  number  of  thofe  who 
can  afford  relief,  and  who  need  not  to  demand  it. 
Our  very  wealth  and  profperous  ftate  (hould  not 
fe«n  to  us  fo  contemptible  things,  that  we  fhould 
be  unwilling  to  render  fomewhat  back  in  grateful  re- 
fentment  for  them  :  the  very  aft  of  giving  is  itfelf 
no  mean  benefit ;  (having  fo  much  of  honour  in  it, 
fo  much  of  pleaiure  going  with  it,  fo  much  of  re- 
ward following  it ;)  we  receive  far  more  than  we  re- 
turn in  giving ;  for  which  therefore  it  is  fit  that  we 
fhould  return  our  gratitude,  and  confequently  that 
we  (hould  perform  thefe  duties  ®.  For  indeed  with- 
out this  pradice,  no  other  expreflion  of  gratitude 
can  be  true  in  itlelf,  or  can  be  acceptable  to  God. 
We  may  feem  abundantly  to  thank  hipj  in  words; 
but  a  fparing  hand  gives  the  lie  to  the  fuHeft  mouth: 
we-may  fpare  our  breath,  if  we  keep  back  our  fub- 
ftancc  :  for  all  our  praifing  God  for  his  goodnefs, 
and  blelTing  him  with  our  lips,  if  we  will  do  nothing 
for  him,  if  we  will  not  part  with  any  thing  for  his 

*   Aoff  Ti  Sift;  ;^apir»!f»or,  ot»  tui  iv  Taii»r  Svtafxituv  tyiva,  dx\*  i  ru9 

— ^^  ^lAft^Spft^w^r  IfApno'Ui  ^ffWOTfit,   oTi   TOM;  u>7iolfioif  fifxaif  eruf^o^ 

i9/xrrf^(  eb\>Mi  iyayi  ^v^et^.    Tbcod,  Ef.^O, 

E»  }fk  /ui  ro^ifiK  T^fjiSafHf  fiaXXot,  n  h^ovahf  fxi/i  wapa^jj;.    ChryfoJ}. 

torn.  V.  Or  at,  54. 

Ncc  cnim  homo  I>o  praftat  beneficmm  in  his  quae  dedcrit, 
U^  DeuB  bis  bomini  qu9  acceperit.  Salvian, 

N  n  2  fake. 
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s  £  R  Mi  r^ke,  appears  mere  compliment,  is,  in  truth,  plain 

XXII.  mockery,  and  vile  hypocrify. 
■■  ■■  ■  4.  Yea,  which  we  may  farther  confider,  all  our 
devotion  fevered  from  a  difpofition  of  pra6kifing 
thefe  duties,  is  no  lefs  fuch  ;  cannot  have  any  true 
worth  in  it,  (hall  not  yield  any  good  effeft  from  it. 
Our  prayers,  if  we  are  uncharitably  difpofed,  what 
arc  they  other  than  demonftrations  of  egregious  im- 
pudence and  folly  ?  For  how  can  we  with  any  fece 
prefume  to  a(k  any  thing  from  God,  when  we  deny 
him  requefting  a  fmall  matter  from  us  ?  How  can 
we  with  any  reafon  cxpeft  any  mercy  from  him, 
when  we  vouchfafe  not  to  Ihew  any  mercy  for  his 
fake  ?  Can  we  imagine  that  God  will  hearken  unto, 
or  mind  our  petitions,  when  we  are  deaf  to  his  en- 
prot.  xxi.  treaties,  and  regardlefs  of  his  delires  ?  No ;  IVbofo 
'^*  Jioppeth  his  ears  at  the  cry  of  the  poor^  be  alfoJhaU  cry 

himfelfy  but  Jlmll  not  be  heard.     'Tis  his  declaration  to 
ifa.  i.  15.    fuch  bold  and  unreafonable  petitioners.  When  you 
fpread  forth  your  hands ^  I  zvill  not  hear  you  ;  when  you 
Jam.  V.  4.  make  many  prayers,  I  will  not  bear.     No  imp)ortunity, 
^Ts^l'  *^'  ^o  frequency  of  prayers  will  move  God  in  fuch  a 
cafe  J    the  needy  man's  cries   and  complaints  will 
drown  their .noife  ;  his  fighs  and  groans  will  obftruft 
their  paflage,  and  ftop  the  ears  of  God  againft  them. 
Likewife  all  our  femblances  of  repentance,  all  our 
corporal  abftinenccs  and  aufterities,  if  a  kind  and 
merciful  difpofition  are  wanting,  what  are  they  truly 
but  prefumptuous  dallyings,  or  impertinent  triflings 
with  God  ?    For  do  we  not  grofsly  collude  with  fin, 
when  we  reftrain  the  fenfual  appetites  of  the  body, 
but  foment  the  foul's  more  unreafonable  defircs  ? 
when  we  curb  our  wanton  flefli,  and  give  licence  to 
T.  h  u^cc,  a  bafe  fpirit  ?    Do  we  not  palpably  baffle,  when  in 
I'JtrTirL.  refped  to  God  we  pretend  to  deny  ourfelves,  yet 
^sfflpir.*?;     upon  urgent  occafion  allow  him  nothing?    Do  we 
t^m.^/or. ^^^  ftrangely  prevaricate,  when  we  would  feem  to 
55-  appeafe  God's  anger,  and  purcbafe  his  fiivour  by  our 

ftjb- 
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fubmiflions,  yet  refufe  to  do  that  which  he  dedaress  erm. 
mod  pleafing  to  him,  and  moft  ncceffary  to  thofe  xxii. 
purpofes  ?  It  is  an  ordinary  thing  for  men  thus  to  '■ 

ferve  God,  and  thus  to  delude  themfelves :  /  have 
lifiown   many,   faith  St.  Bafil,  who  have  fajied,   and 
prayedy  and  groaned,  and  exprejfed  all  kind  of  cojilefs 
piety,  who  yet  would  not  part  with  one  doit  to  the  of- 
JliEled^.     Such  a  cheap  and  eafy  piety,  which  coftsiSam. 
us  little  or  nothing,  can  furely  not  be  worth  much  ;"*^'  ^ 
and  we  mud  not  conceit,  that  the  all-wife  God  (/i&tfiSaio.u.3. 
God  of  knowledge^  by  whom  aElions  are  weighed,  as 
Anna  fang,  and  who  weighed  the  fpirits  alfo,  as  the 
Wife  Man  faith)  will  be  cheated  therewith,  or  takcPfo^*  »▼»•*• 
it  for  more  than  its  juft  value.     No ;  he  hath  ex- 
prefsly  fignified,  that  he  hath  not  chofen  fuch  fervices, 
nor  dbth  take  any  plcafure  in  them  :  he  hath  called 
thtvci  vain  and  impertinent  oblations -,  not  fweet  or  (7f-Ka.lviii.  5. 
ceptable,  but  abominable  and  troublefome  to  him,  fuchJiJc.'vi.'^i, 
as  he  cannot  away  with,  and  is  zveary  to  bear.     'Tis7. 
religious  liberality  that  doth  prove  us  to  be  ferious  "*  ^*'  *^' 
and  earneft  in  other  religious  performances ;  which  af- 
fures  that  we  value  matters  of  piety  at  a  confidcrable 
rate  ;  which  gives  a  fubftance  and  folidity  to  our  de- 
votions; which  fanftifies  our  fafts,  and  verifies  our 
penances ;  which  renders  our  praifes  real,  and  our 
prayers  effedual ;  fo  that  thefe  being  combined,  we 
may  reafonably  expedt  acceptance  and  recompence  ; 
and  in  effeft  to  hear  that  from  God,  which  by  him 
was  returned  to  good  Cornelius,  Thy  prayers  and  thine f^^^-  4- 
alms  are  come  up  for  a  memorial  before  God. 

5.  The  confcionable  pra6kice  of  thefe  duties  doth 
plainly  fpring  from  thofe  good  difpofitions  of  mind 
regarding  God,  which  are  the  original  grounds  and 
fountains  of  all  true  piety  ;  and  the  negleft  of  them 
iffucth  from  thofe  vicious  difpofitions  which  have  a 

naf9  tvKoiQsiaf  U^titLtv^iw^f  eCoXev  3  ''^  i*-^  WfoCsiilnti  ret;  Sxibo/A/»oic. 
Baf,  M,  in  Luc.  xii.  8. 

N  n  3  pecu- 
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8  E  R  M*  peculiar  inconliftency  with  piety,  being  deftruftive 
XXII.  thereof  in  the  very  foundation  and  root.     Faith  in. 
r  God  is  the  fundamental  grace  upon  which  piety  is 

grounded  •,  love  and  fear  of  God  are  the  radical  prin- 
ciples from  which  it  grows :  all  which  as  the  chari- 
table man  difcovers  in  his  praftice^  fo  they  are  appa- 
rently banifhed  from  the  heart  of  the  illiberal  and 
unmerciful  perfon. 

As  for  faith,  the  good  man,  in  (hewing  bounty, 
exercifeth  the  chief  aft  thereof;   he  freely  parteth 
with  his  goods,  becaufe  he  trufteth  on  God's  provi- 
dence more  than  them,  and  believeth  God  raore 
ready  to  help  him,  than  any  creature  can  do,  in  his 
need :    becaufe  he  is  perfuaded  that  God  is  moft 
good  and  benign,  fo  as  never  to  fufFer  him  to  be  op- 
prefled  with  want ;  becaufe  he  taketh  God  to  be 
Jl^^^-T^-^S-juft  and  faithful,  wfio,  having  charged  him  to  care  for 
I  Pet.  V.  7.  nothingy  but  to  cafl  his  care  and  burden  upon  the  Lord^ 
n^  T\\  h^v'^S  promifed  to  care  for  him^  to  fujlain  himy  never 
to  leave  or  forfake  hiniy  having  alfo  engaged  himfelf 
to  repay  and  recompence  him  for  what  he  giveth  to 
his  poor  neighbour,  will  not  fail  to  make  good  his 
word :  becaufe  he  thinks  God  abundantly  folvent, 
and  himfelf  never  the  poorer  for  laying  out  in  his 
behalf;  becaufe,  in  fhort,  he  is  content  to  live  in  a 
dependence  upon  God,  and  at  his  difpofal.     It  is 
rnentioncd  by  the  Apoftle  to  the  Hebrews,  as  a  Ipe- 
cial  inftance  of  a  refolute  and  conftant  fiuth  in  the 
Hcb.  X.  34.  firft  Chriftians,  that  they  took  joyfully  the  fp^ilmg  of 
their  goods ^  knowing  in  themfelves^  that  they  bad  in  bea^ 
ven  a  better'  and  an  enduring  fubflance.     He  that  not 
forcibly  by  the  violent  rapacity  of  others,  but  volun- 
tarily by  his  own  free  refignation  for  the  fervioe  of 
God,  delivereth  them  up  with  the  fame  alacrity,  opi- 
nion, and  hope,  thereby  demonftrates  the  fame  faith. 
But  the  gripple  wietchy  who  will  beflow  nothing  on 
his  poor  brother  for  God's  fake,  is  evidently  an  infi- 
del, having  none  at  all,  or  very  heathenifti  conceits 
of^God.     He  muft  be  either  a  mere  Atheift,  diil^e* 

lieving 
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Kcving  the  exiftence  of  God ;  or  an  Epicurean,  in  s  e  r  m* 
his  heart  denying  God's  providence  over  human  af-   xxn. 

fairs  ;  (for  did  he  conceive  God  to  have  any  reganl . 

unto,  or  any  influence  over  what  pafles  here,  how 
could  he  be  afraid  of  wanting  upon  this  fcore^? 
how  could  he  repofe  any  confidence  in  thefe  poflef- 
iions  ?  how  could  he  think  himfelf  fecure  in  luch  a 
negleft  or  defiance  of  God  ?)  or  he  muft  be  exceed- 
ingly profane,  entertaining  moft  diOionourable  and 
injurious  apprehenfions  of  God.  He  cannot  but 
imagine  God  very  unkind,  not  only  in  neglefting 
men  that  want  his  help,  but  in  making  them  to  fu^ 
fer  for  fpending  upon  his  account ;  very  unjuft,  in 
not  repaying  what  he  borrows ;  very  unfaithful,  in 
breaking  his  word  ;  very  deceitful,  in  gulling  us  of 
our  things  by  fair  promifes  of  reftitution  and  re^ 
quital :  or  he  muft  apprehend  God  forgetful  of  what 
we  do,  and  himfelf  fays ;  or  that  he  is  needy  and 
impotent,  not  having  wherewith  to  make  fatisfac- 
tion,  not  being  able  to  make  good  what  he  pretends. 
He  muft  in  his  conceit  debafe  God  even  beneath 
the  vileft  creatures,  thinking  a  fenfelefs  lump  of  clay 
iliore  apt  in  his  need  to  help  him,  than  God  can  be 
with  all  his  power  and  care  ;  fuppofing  his  money 
fafer  in  his  own  coffers  than  in  God's  hands,  and  that 
iron  bars  will  guard  it  more  furely  than  divine  pro- 
teftion  ;  efteeming  his  neighbour's  bond  for  much 
better  fecurity  than  God's  word,  and  that  a  mortal 
man  is  far  more  able  or  more  true  than  the  eternal 
God.  He  certainly  cannot  think  one  word  true  that 
God  fays,  being  loth  to  truft  him  for  a  penny,  for  a 
piece  of  bread,  or* for  an  old  garment.  All  God's 
promifes  of  recompence,  and  threatenings  of  punifh- 
ment,  he  takes  for  idle  fidtions  :  heaven  and  hell  arc 
but  Utopia's  in  his  conceit ;  the  joys  of  one,  offered 
to  the  charitable  perfon,  are  but  pleafant  fancies ; 

rovTO  riyQifum,  xaf  tv  tu/Tu  wivoi^fli^.    Conji,  Afoft.  iv.  4. 

N  n  4  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


55^  ^he  Duty  and  Reward  of  Bounty  to  the  Poor. 

s  E  R  M.  the  torments  of  the  other,  denounced  to  the  uncha- 
XXII.  ritable,  but  fearful  dreanis.    All  other  things  are  but 

p  names  ;  money  and  lands  are  the  only  real  things 

unto  him  :  all  the  happinefs  he  can  conceive  or  wifli 

Hab.  ii.  9.  is  contained  in  bags  and  barns ;  thefe  are  the  fole 
points  of  his  faith,  and  objefts  of  his  confidence. 

Job  xxxi.    He  makes  gold  his  hope^  and  faith  to  the  fate  goldy  Thou 

^h^S'  ^jr(  ^jy  confidence.  He  rejoices  becaufe  his  wealth  is 
greats  and  becaufe  his  hand  hath  gotten  much^  as  Job 
fpeaketh,  difclaiming  that  practice  in  himfelf,  and 
tacitly  charging  it  on  the  perfons  we  fpeak  of.  He 
doth,  in  fine,  afFe6b  a  total  independency  upon  God, 
and  cares  to  have  no  dealing  with  him ;  he  would 
truft  to  himfelf,  and  live  on  his  own  eftate  :  fo  grofs 
infidelity,  and  horrible  profanenefs  of  mind,  lie 
couched  under  this  fort  of  vices. 

As  for  the  love  of  Gpd,  the  liberal  man  declares 
it,  in  that  for  God's  fake  he  is  wiUing  to  part  with 
any  thing,  that  he  values  God's  love  and  favour 
above  all  other  goods ;  that  he  deems  himfelf  rich 
and  happy  enough  in  the  enjoyment  of  God.     But, 

1  John lii.  fVho  bath  this  world's  goods^  and feeth  his  hotber  have 

'^'  need^  a>idjhuttetb  up  his  bowels  from  him^  how  dweUetb 

the  love  of  God  in  him?  faith  St.  John  :  that  is,  it  is 
impojQible  he  fliould  love  God ;  'tis  a  vain  conceit 
to  think  he  does  ;  'tis  a  frivolous  thing  for  him  to 
pretend  it.  For  how  poflibly  can  he  bear  in  bis 
heart  any  affeftion  to  God,  who  will  not  for  his  fake, 
and  at  his  inftance,  part  with  a  little  worthlefs  tra(h, 
and  dirty  pelf  ?  who  prizes  fo  inconfiderable  mat- 
ters beyond  God's  favour  and  friendfhip  ?  who  pre- 
fers the  keeping  of  his  wealth  befbre  the  enjoyment 
of  God ;  and  choofes  rather  certainly  to  quit  his 
whole  intereft  in  God,  than  to  adventure  a  fmall 
parcel  of  his  eftate  with  God  ?  His  pradlice  indeed 
fufficiently  difcovers,  that  his  hard  and  ftupid  heart 
is  uncapable  of  any  love,  except  of  a  corrupt,  inor- 
dinate, and  fond  love,  or  dotage  toward  himfelf, 
fmce  fo  prefent  and  fenfible  objefls  cannot  affed 

him. 
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him.     He  that  loveth  not  bis  brother^  whom  he  baths  erm. 
feefiy  bow  can  he  love  God^  whom  he  hath  not  feen  ^?         xxir. 

And  as  to  the  fear  and  reverence  of  God,  the  li-  ■ 

beral  man  exprefles  it  in  fubmiflion  to  God's  com-' » Johnir. 
mands,  although  with  his  own  prefent  feeming  di*^°' 
minution  and  lofs  ;  in  preferring  the  difcharging  of 
his  confcience  before  the  retaining  his  money  ;  in 
cafting  overboard  his  temporal  goods,  that  he  may 
fecure  bis  fpiritual  and  eternal  concernments.     He 
can  fay  (his  pradtice  attefting  to  his  profeffion)  with 
David,  I  love  thy  commandments  above  gold :  and,  Thevtcx\x,   • 
law  of  thy  mouth  is  dearer  to  me  than  thoufands  of  gold^^''' 
and  fiver  :  he  fhews  that  he  is  a  man  of  truths  fearing^xoA,  xviii. 
God^  and  bating  covetoujnefs  \  which  difpofitions,  as^*' 
having  much  affinity  and  conneftion,  are  well  joined 
together  by  Jethro.     But  the  uncharitable  man  can 
have  little  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes ;  fince  the 
commands  of  God  have  no  efficacy  on  his  confci* 
ence  ;  fince  he  dreads  not  the  effefts  of  divine  power 
and  juftice,  provoked  by  hij  difobedience  ;  fince  he 
deems  an  imaginary  danger  of  want  firom  giving, 
worfe  than  a  certain  commiffion  of  fin  in  withhold- 
ing; and  is  more  afraid  of  penury  here,  than  of  dam- 
nation hereafter. 

The  truth  is,  the  covetous  or  illiberal  man  is 
therefore  uncapable  of  being  truly  pious,  becaufe  his 
heart  is  poflTeffed  with  vain  devotion  toward  fome- 
what  befide  God,  which  in  efFed:  is  his  fole  divinity ; 
he  is  juftly  ftyled  an  idolater,  for  that  he  direfts  andcoi.iii.  5. 
employs  the  chief  afFeftions  of  his  mind  upon  an  idol^P***  ^'  5' 
of  clay,  which  he  loves  with  all  his  heart,  and  all  his 
foul,  which  he  entirely  confides  in,  which  he  efteems 
and  worships  above  all   things.     It   is   Mammon, 
which  of  all  the  competitors  and  antagonifts  of  God, 
invading  God's  right,  and  ufurping  his  place,  is  (as 
our  Lord  intimates)  the  moft  dangerous,  and  defpe- 
rately  repugnant :  where  he  becomes  predominant, 
true  religion  is  quite  excluded ;  Ye  cannot  ferve  GodMm,y\.i^, 
and  Mammon*     Other  vicious  inclinations  combat 

rea- 
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s  E  »  M.reafon,  and  often  baffle  it,  but  feldom  fo  vanqui(h 
XXII.  it,  as  that  a  man  doth  approve  or  applaud  himfelf  in 
■  I  his  mifcaniages  :  but  the  covetous  humour  leizeth 

on  our  reafon  itfelf,  and  feateth  itfeif  therein ;  in- 
ducing it  to  fevour  and  countenance  what  is  done 
amifs.  The  voluptuous  man  is  fwayed  by  the  vio- 
lence of  his  appetite;  but  the  covetous  is  feduced  by 
the  didate  of  his  judgment :  he  therefore  fcrapes 
and  hoards;^  and  lets  go  nothing,  becaufe  he  cfteems 
wealth  the  beft  thing  in  the  world,  and  then  judges 
PfOT.xxiH-  himfelf  moft  wife,  when  he  is  moft  bafe.  Labour  not 
^'  to  be  rich ;  ceafe  from  thine  own  wifdom^  faith  Solo- 

mon ;  intimating  the  judgment  luch  pcrfons  are 
wont  to  make  of  their  riches  :  whence,  of  all  difpo- 
fitions  oppofite  to  piety,  this  is  the  moft  pernicious. 
But  farther, 

6.  Let  us  confider,  that  nothing  is  more  con- 
formable  to  God's  nature,  or  renders  us  more  like 
to  him,  than  beneficence  and  mercy ;  and  that  con- 
fequently  nothing  can  .be  more  grateful  to  him  : 
that  nothing  is  more  difagreeable  and  contrary  to 
the  effential  difpofition  of  God,  than  illiberality  and 
unmercifulnefs ;  and  therefore  that  nothing  can  be 
more  diftafteful  to  him.     What  is  any  being  in  the 
world,  but  an  efflux  of  his  bounty,  and  an  argument 
of  his  liberality  ?     Look  every  wRere  about  nature, 
Exod.       confider  the  whole  tenour  of  providence,  furvey  all 
j(S^f  ii'.^.  ^^^  works,  and  fcan  all  the  aftions  of  God,  you  will 
Mic.Yii.ii.find  them  all  confpiring  in  atteftation  to  thofe  fwect 
Rom*xv!^*charafters  and   elogies   which    the  holy    Scripture 
5- 15-..33.   afcribeth  to  God,  reprefenting  him  to  be  merciful 
aCorlxitr.  ^^^  gTjiciouSy  longfuffertH^^  and  abundant  in  goodnefii 
"•»-3.     to  ht  forty  for  evily  (incident  to,  or  inflifted  upon, 
iPct/v.Vo.any  creature)  to  delight  in  mercy y  to  wait  that  be  may 
he  gracious  ;  ft  y  ling  him  the  God  of  love ^  of  peace ^  of 
bope^  of  patieficCy  of  all  grace,  and  of  all  conjblation^  the 
Father  ofpitiesy  rich  in  mercy  y  and  full  of  iowels  ;  af- 
firming of  him,  and  by  manifold  evidences  demon- 
Luke  vi.  35.  ftrating,  that  he  is  benign  even  uttto  the  ingrateful  and 

evil*^ 
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w/ ;  that  he  is  good  to  all^  and  his  tender  mercies  aresEK  m. 
over  all  his  works.     Nature,  I  fay.  Providence,  and    xxn. 

Revelation,  do  all    concur  in  teftifying  this,   that 1 

there  is  nothing  in  God  fo  peculiarly  admirable,  no-P^*^*iv-i>- 
thing,  as  it  were,  fo  godlike,  that  is,  fo  highly  vene- 
rable and  amiable,  as  to  do  good  and  (hew  mercy '. 
We  therefore  by  liberal  communication  to  the  needyDeuseii 
do  moft  approach  to  the  nature  of  God,  and  moftJ!J°^^^,{^ 
exaftly  imitate  his  praftice ;  acquiring  to  ourfelves^cm-  ''''«: 
thereby  fomewhat  of  divinity,  and  becoming  little^' ^*^"' 
gods  to  our  neighbour.     Nothings  faith  St.  Chry- 
loftom,  maketh  us  fo  near  equal  to  God  as  beneficence^: 
and,  Be^  faith  St.  Gregory  Nazianzen,  a  God  to  the 
unfortunate^  imitating  the  mercy  of  God ;  for  a  man  hath 
nothing  of  Godfo  much  as  to  do  good^.   That  fuch  hath 
always  been  the  common  apprehenfion  of  men,  the 
praftice  of  all  times  (heweth,  in  that  men  have  been 
ever  apt  to  place  their  benefactors  among  their  gods, 
deferring  that  love  and  veneration  unto  them  in  de- 
gree, which  in  perfeftion  do  appertain  to  the  fu- 
preme  Benefaftor".    Be  merciful ^  as  your  heavenly  i^z-Lu*evi.35, 
tber  is  merciful  \    fo  our  Saviour  propofeth  God's  ^^' 
mercy  to  us,  both  as  a  pattern  directing,  and  as  an 
argument  inducing  us  to  mercifulnefs :  implying  it 
alfo  to  be  a  good  fign,  declaring  us  the  children  of 
God,  the  genuine  offspring  of  the  all-good  and  all* 
merciful  Father ;  yea,  that  it  even  renders  and  con- 
ftitutes  us  fuch,  (we  thereby  coming  moft  truly  to 


Iharetiof,  Naz.  Orat,  26. 

•  Ov^v  yaj  ^fjuif  lans  Si«  woitT,  uf  to  tvt^vt,  Chryf  in  Matt, 
Orat.sS.  ^ 

^  TiM  TV  drvx'^^  ^*^«  ''^^'  *^0'  ^^  ^'^  jtAifui^fl»^y^*  m^»  y»f  *fTtif 
ii  f9  iZ  vcuTw  af$p&Mroc  i^i*  Sw-  Naz.  Or,  16. 

"  Hie  eft  vetuftiflimus  referendi  bene  merentibus  gratlam  mos, 
ut  tales  numinibus  adfcribantur.  Plhi,  ii.  7. 

Sufcepit  vita  hominum,  confuetudoque  communis,  ut  beneficiis 
♦xcellentes  Tiros  in  ocdum  fama  ac  voluntate  toUcrent.  Gc.  d$ 
^.  D.  2. 

repre- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC      ^ 


556  The  Duty  and  Reward  of  Bounty  to  the  Poor. 

s  E  R  M.  reprefent,  and  moft  nearly  to  refemblc  him.)     Our 
XXII.   Lord  farther  teaches  us,  faying,  Love  your  enemies^ 

hlefs  them  that  cttrfe  you^  do  good  to  thofe  that  hate  you 

Matt.  T.  44, that  ye  may  be  the  fons  of  your  Father  which  is  in 

^^'  heaven.   And  they  who  thus  are  God*s  children  muft 

confequently  be  very  dear  to  him,  and  moft  gracious 
in  his  fight ;  he  cannot  but  greatly  like  and  love 
himfelf  (the  beft  of  himfelf)  in  them  ^  he  cannot  but 
cherilh  and  treat  them  well,  who  are  the  faireft  and 
trueft  images  •  of  himfelf ;  no  fpe6tacle  can  be  fo 
pleafant  to  him,  as  to  fee  us  in  our  practice  to  ad 
coi.iii.  12,  himfelf,  doing  good  to  one  another ;  as  the  eleR  cf 
*^*  God^  holy  and  beloved^  putting  on  bowels  of  mercies  and 

hindnefs^  humblenefs  of  mind^  meeknefsy  long-fuffering ; 
forbearing  one  another ^  and  forgiving  one  another^  even 
Epii.v.T,2.tfJ  Chrift  forgave  us  y  being  followers  of  God  as  dear 
children^  and  walking  in  love^  even  as  Chrift  alfo  Ufved 
us.  But  on  the  other  fide,  there  is  not  in  nature 
any  thing  fo  remotely  diftant  from  God,  or  fo  ex- 
tremely oppofite  to  him,  as  a  greedy  and  griping 
niggard  :  hell  is  fcarce  fo  contrary  to  heaven,  as  iuch 
a  man's  difpofition  to  the  nature  of  God :  for  'tis 
goodnejs  which  fits  gloriouily  triumphant  at  the  top 
of  heaven ;  and  uncharitahlenefs  lieth  miferably  grovel- 
ling under  the  bottom  of  hell:  heaven  defcends  from 
the  one,  as  its  principal  caufe ;  hell  is  built  on  the 
other,  as  its  main  foundation  ;  as  the  one  approx- 
imates the  blelfed  angels  to  God,  and  beatifies 
them ;  fo  the  other  removeth  the  curfed  fiends  to 
fuch  a  diftance  from  God  and  happinefs  :  not  to 
wifh,  not  to  do  any  good,  is  that  which  renders 
them  both  fo  bad,  and  fo  wretched  \  and  whoever 
in  his  conditions  is  fo  like  to  them,  and  in  his  prac- 
tice fo  agrees  with  them,  cannot  but  alfo  be  very 
odious  to  God,  and  extremely  unhappy.  God  can- 
hot  but  abhor  fo  bafe  a  degeneration  from  his  like- 
nefs  in  thofe  who  by  nature  are  his  children,  and 
fhould  be  farther  fuch  according  to  his  gracious  de- 
fign  y  neither  can  any  thing  more  offend  his  eyes, 

than 
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than  feeing  them  to  ufe  one  another  unkindly.     Sos  E  R  m. 
that  if  obtaining  the  certain  favour  of  the  great  God,  xxii. 
with  all  the  benefits  attending  it,  feem  confiderable  ■ 

to  us  ;  or  if  we  think  it  advilable  to  fliun  his  dif- 
pleafure,  with  its  fad  effefts  ;  it  concerns  us  to  prac- 
tife  thefe  duties.  So  I  conclude  that  fort  of  consi- 
derations, enforcing  thefe  duties,  which  more  imme- 
diately regard  God. 

Farther,  before  we  deny  our  relief  to  our  poorlH.Hcad 
neighbour,  let  us  with  the  eyes  of  our  mind  look  on^^^^^' 
him,  and  attentively  confider  who  he  is,  what  he  is^^^""^* 
in  himfelf,  and  what  he  is  in  relation  unto  us.  \The 
righteous  confider eth  the  caufe  of  the  poor  j  but  the  wicked 
regardeth  not  to  know  it.  Prov.  xxix.  7.     Biejfed  is  he 
that  confidereth  the  poor.  Pfal.  xli.  i.] 

I .  He  whofe  need  craves  our  bounty,  whofe  mi- 
fery  demands  our  mercy,  what  is  he  ?  He  is  not 
truly  fo  mean  and  forry  a  thing,  as  the  difguife  of 
misfortune,  under  which  he  appears,  doth  reprefent 
him.  He  who  looks  fo  deformedly  and  difmally, 
who  to  outward  fight  is  fo  ill  beftead,  and  fo  piti- 
fully accoutred,  hath  latent  in  him  much  of  admira- 
ble beauty  and  glor)\  He  within  himfelf  containeth 
a  nature  very  excellent ;  an  immortal  foul,  and  an 
intelligent  mind,  by  which  he  nearly  refembleth  God 
himfelf,  and  is  comparable  to  angels  :  he  invifibly 
is  owner  of  endowments,  rendering  him  capable  of 
the  greateft  and  beft  things.  What  are  money  and 
lands  ?  What  are  filk  and  fine  linen  ?  What  are 
horfes  and  hounds,  in  companion  to  reafon,  to  wif- 
dom,  to  virtue,  to  religion,  which  he  hath,  or  (in 
defpite  of  all  misfortune)  he  may  have  if  he  pleafe  ? 
He  whom  you  behold  fo  dejectedly  fneaking,  in  fo 
defpicable  a  garb,  fo  deftitute  of  all  convenience  and 
comfort,  (lying  in  the  duft„  naked,  or  clad  with  rags, 
meagre  with  hunger  or  pain)  he  conies  of  a  moft 
high  and  heavenly  extraction  :  he  was  born  a  prince, 
the  fon  of  the  greateft  King  eternal ;  he  can  truly 
call  the  fovereign  Lord  of  all  the  world  his  father, 

having 
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s  E  R  M.  having  derived  his  foiil  from  the  mouth,  having  had  his 
XXII.  body  formed  by  the  hands  of  God  himfelf.    (In  this, 

■  The  rich  and  poor ^  as  the  Wife  Man  faith^  do  meet  to- 

ProT.  xxu.  ggfh^r ;  the  Lord  is  the  maker  of  them  all.)  That 
fame  forlorn  wretch,  whom  we  are  fo  apt  to  defpifc 
and  trample  upon,  was  framed  and  conftituted  lord 

Gen.  i.  a8.  of  the  vifible  world  ;  had  all  the  goodly  brightneflcs 
of  heaven,  and  all  the  coftly  furnitures  of  earth  cre- 

K.vHi.  6.  ated   to   ferve  him.     (Thou  madefi  him^   faith    the 
Pfalmift  of  man,  to  have  dominion  over  the  works  of 
thine  hands ;  thou  haji  put  all  things  under  his  feet.) 
Yea,  he  was  made  an  inhabitant  of  paradifc,  and 
pofleffor  of  felicities  fuperlative ;  had  immortal  life 
and  endlefs  joy  in  his  hand,  did  enjoy  the  entire  fa- 
vour and  friendQiip  of  the  mod  High.     Such  in 
worth  of  nature  and  noblenefs  of  birth  he  is,  as  a 
man  :  and  highly  more  confiderable  he  is,  as  a  Chrif- 
tian.     For,  as  vile  and  contemptible  as  he  looks, 
God  hath  fo  regarded  and  prized  him,  as  for  his  fake 
to  defcend  from  heaven,  to  clothe  himfelf  with  flefli, 
to  aflume  the  form  of  a  fervant ;  for  his  good  to  im- 
dertake  and  undergo  the    greateft  inconveniences, 
infirmities,  wants,  and  difgraces,  the  moft  grievous 
troubles  and  moft  fliarp  pains  incident  to  mortal 
nature.     God  hath  adopted  him  to  be  his  child  j 
the  Son  of  God  hath  deigned  to  call  him  brother  : 
he  is  a  member  of  Chrift,  a  temple  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  a  free  denizen  of  the  heaVenly  city,  an  heir 
of  falvation,  and  candidate  of  eternal  glory.     The 
greateft  and  richeft  perfonage  is  not  capable  of  bet- 
ter privileges  than  God  hath  granted  him,  or  of 
higher  preferments  than  God  hath  defigned  him  to. 
He  equally  with  the  mightieft  prince  is  the  objeft  of 
God's  efpecial  providence  and  grace,  of  his  continual 
regard  and  care,  of  his  fatherly  love  and  afFeftion  ; 
Job  xxxiT.  ffTho^  as  good  Elihu  faith,  accepteth  not  the  perfons  of 
princes i  nor  regardeth  the  rich  more  than  the  poor  ;  for 
they  are  all  the  work  of  his  hands.     In  fine,  this  poor 
creature  whom  thou  feeft  is  a  man,  and  a  Chriflian, 

thine 
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thine  equal,  whoever  thou  art,  in  nature,  and  thy  s  e  rm. 
peer  in  condition  :  I  fay  not,  in  the  uncertain  and    xxii. 
tinftable  gifts  of  fortune,  not  in  this  worldly  ftate,  ■ 
which  is   very  inconfiderable ;    but  in  gifts  vaftly 
more  precious,  in  title  to  an  eftate  infinitely  more 
rich  and  excellent*.      Yea,  if  thou  art  vain  and 
proud,  be  fober  an4  humble ;  he  is  thy  better,  in 
true  dignity  much  to  be  preferred  before  thee,  far  in 
real  wealth  furpaffing  thee  :  Better  is  the  poor  that  eccIus.  t. 
walketb  in  his  uprightnefs^  than  he  that  is  perverfe  in  his  JJ^^  ^^... 
waySy  though  he  be  rich.         •  6.    *       ' 

-  i.  That  diftinftion  which  thou  ftandeft  upon, 
and  which  feemeth  fo  vaft  between  thy  poor  neigh- 
bour and  thee,  what  is  it  ?  whence  did  it .  come  ? 
whither  tends  it  ?  It  is  not  any  wife  natural,  or  ac- 
cording to  primitive  defign :  for  as  all  men  are  in 
feculties  and  endowments  of  nature  equal, To  were 
they  all  originally  equal  in  condition,  all  wealthy  and 
happy,  all  conftituted  in  a  moft  profperous  and  plen- 
tiful eftate;  all  things  at  firft  were  promifcuoufly 
expofed  to  the  ufe  and  enjoyment  of  all,  every  one 
from  the  common  ftock  afluming  as  his  own  what 
he  needed.  Inequality  and  private  intereft  in  things 
(together  with  ficknefles  and  pains,  together  with  all 
other  infelicities  and  inconveniences)  were  the  by- 
blows  of  our  fall  y :  fin  introduced  thefe  degrees  and 
diftances ;  it  devifed  the  names  of  rich  and  poor ;  it 
begot  thefe  ingroffings  and  inclofures  of  things ;  it 
forged  thofe  two  I'mall  peftilent  words,  mcum  and 
tuum^  which  have  engendered  fo  much  ftrife  among 

X  \fUnc%f,  9n  o^oiftf?  ov»  iXitJSipif  fr»,  xa<  t^i  avrln^  eta  xfniuvu 

ilytHia^f  Kut  vcirra,  cro»  xo(»£t  KtKTnietf.   Cbryf.  m  nib.  Or  at,  2. 

Oi  To(»vir  h  T^Ti  mfV/ttaTixoK  rtcat\'ryif  i;^orrtf  iiroTifAietv,  vo^ev  fxiyet 
ffotirn  }  dTi  0  ^Iirfli  irX»<n^,  xa«  o  hTtn  »V;^vpo?  5  Cbryf,  in  Epb.  iv.  4. 
in  Job.  Or  at,  15. 

'H  S  vnvixocr^  %*^K  ofxari^i  'troitT  rtf  ojota^pota?.   Naz.  Or.  23. 

y  Tltpia  >^  waSt©-,  fArwSf^ia  ri,  if  ^atAt>,  y^  hiMla,  n^  ra,  rotavra  ^ 

zaxU  cvnimicoyra,  nammi  S>t«  iTiwi/A*)*-   Greg.  Naz,  Orat.  6. 

men. 
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s  E  R  M.  men,  and  created  fo  much  mifchief  in  the  world : 
XXII.   thefe  preternatural  diftindions  were,  I  fay,  brooded 

. by  our  fault,  and  are  in  great  part  foftered   and 

maintained  thereby  ;  for  were  we  generally  fo  good, 
fo  juft,  fo  charitable  as  we  (hould  be,  they  could 
hardly  fubfift,  efpecially  in  that  meafure  they  do. 
God  indeed  (for  promoting  fome  good  ends,  and  for 
prevention  or  fome  mifchiefs,  a*pt  to  fpring  from  our 
ill-nature  in  this  our  lapfed  ftatej  particularly  to 
prevent  the  ftrife  and  diforder  which  fcrambling 
would  caufe  among  men,  prefuming  on  equal  right 
and  parity  of  force,)  doth  fuffer  them  in  fome  man- 
ner to  continue,  and  enjoins  us  a  contented  fubmif- 
lion  to  them  :  but  we  miftake,  if  we  think  that  na- 
tural equality  and  community  are  in  efFed  quite 
taken  away  \  or  that  all  the  world  is  fo  cantonized 
among  fome  few,  that  the  reft  have  no  fhare  there- 
in ^  No,  every  man  hath  ftill  a  competent  patri- 
mony due  to  him,  and  a  fufficient  provifion  made 
for  his  tolerable  fubfiftence.  God  hath  brought  no 
man  hither  to  be  neceffarily  ftarved,  or  pinched  with 
extreme  want ;  but  hath  affigned  to  every  one  a 
child's  portion,  in  fome  fair  way  to  be  obtained  by 
him,  cither  by  legal  right,  or  by  humble  requeft, 
which  according  to  confcience  ought  to  have  effect. 


*   To  yap  l//9a,  xxi  to  crov,  to^to   to  ^I'X^ov  pjAa,  xstl   fivpU*^  «^x/atfr 

%U  T>j»  olKtifxivnt  tijuyayo9,  ksfc.  ChryJ.  tom.  5*  ^y^  >^»  et  in  A61.  ii. 

47- 

Natura  omnia  omnibus,  in  tommune  profudit;  fie  cnim  Dcus 
generari  juiTit  omnia,  iit  paflus  omnibus  communis  eflet,  et  terra 
foret  omnium  qudedam  communis  poileflio.  Natura  igitur  jus 
commune  generavit,  ufurpatio  jus  fecit  privatum.  Amh,  Qffu.  i. 
28. 

Kcc/  "^j  E»  fj^rttx  ccK^iQila^  t^to  t^tXaTliTo,  &  oa\^,  »k  iXiudt^^  ^f,  ant 

UP  iytu&n  TToli.   Cbryf.  in  1  Cor,  Orat.  32. 

ioiot  savin  K^ifuif  to  xoitot  vuo-i  xcQci  T>!>  X^^*"  7rfoxii/*t»of"   rot^rti  sin 

Bjfil.  M. 

No 
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No  man  therefore  is  allowed  to  detain,  or  to  deftroy  s  e  r  M, 
fuperfluoufly  what  another  man  apparently  wants;   xxii. 
but  is  obliged  to  impart  it  to  him*;  fo  that  r^ch 
men  are  indeed  but  the  treafurers,  the  Rewards,  the 
caterers  of  God  for  the  reft  of  men,  having  a  ftrift  Matt.  xxir. 
charge  to  difpenje  unto  every  one  his  meat  in  due  feafon,^^^  ^^^ 
and  no  juft  privilege  to  withhold  it  from  any  :  the 4** 
honour  of  diftribution  is  conferred  on  them,  as  a  re- 
ward of  their  fidelity  and  care ;  the  right  of  enjoy- 
ment is  referved  to  the  poor,  as  a  provifion  for  their 
ncceffity.     Thus  hath  God  wifely  projefted,  that  all 
his  children  ihould  both  efFeftually  and  quietly  be 
provided  for,  and  that  none  of  them  (hould  be  op- 
preffed  with  penury  ;  fo  that,  as  St.  Paul  hath  it, 
<One  marCs  abundance  Jhall  fuffly  another  marfs  w^w/,  *  ^'' ^"»- 
that  there  may  be  an  equality :  for  fince  no  man  can^^' 
^oy  more  than  he  needs,  and  every  man  ftiould 
have  fo  much  as  he  needs,  there  can  be  really  no 
great  inequality  among  men ;  the  diftindion  will 
Scarce  remain  otherwhere  than  in  failcy.     What  the 
philofopher  faid  of  himfelf,  What  I  have  is  fo  ^'^'^^J^bw  ^t^**^ 
that  it  is  every  man^s,  is  according  to  the  pradice  ot omnium 
each  man,  who  is  truly  and  in  due  meafure  chari-^""^-  ^^"'^' 
table;  whereby  that  feemingly  enormous  ^AxtcnmX' Sen.de Bin. 
nation  among  men  is  well  moderated,  and  the  equity^"*  *®' 
of  divine  Providence  is  vindicated.     But  he  that  ra- 
venoully  ^fps  for  more  than  he  can  well  ufe,  and 
gripes  it  taft  intohis  clutches,  fo  that  the  needy  in 
their  diftrefs  cannot  come  by  it,  doth  pervert  that 
equity  which  God  hath  eftablifhed  in  things,  defeats 
his  good  intention,  (fo  far  as  he  can)  and  brings  a 
fcandal  on  his  providence ;  and  fo  doing  is  highly 
both  injurious  and  impious. 

3,  It  was  alfo  (which  we  (hould  confider)  even 

^  IncafTum  ie  innocentes  putant^  qui  commune  Dei  munus  iibi 
privatum  vindicant.  Greg,  M. 

^  'O  dyairit  r  wXiiiaio9  if$  iavror,  &^9  mpicvoTifOf  icixTi»rati  S  irXinriof . 
Ba/iL  M, 

VOL.  II.  o  o  one 
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5  E  R  M.one  main  end  of  this  difference  among  us,  permitted 
XXII.  and   ordered  by    God's   providence,  that  as    feme 

— — —  men's  induftry  and  patience  might  be  exercifed  by 
their  poverty,  fo  other  men  by  their  wealth  (hould 
have  ability  of  praftifing  juftice  and  charity  ;  that 
fo  both  rich  and  poor  might  thence  become  capable 
of  recompences,  fuitable  to  the  worth  of  fuch  virtu- 
ous performances.  IVhy  art  theu  ricb^  faith  St.  Baiil, 
and  he  poor  ?  Surely  for  this  ;  that  thou  may  eft  attain 
the  reward  of  benignity^  and  faithful  difpenfation  ;  and 
that  he  may  be  honoured  with  the  great  prize  of  pa* 
tience^.  God,  in  making  thee  rich,  would  have 
thee  to  be  a  double  benefaftor,  not  only  to  thy 
poor  neighbour,  but  alfo  to  thyfelf,  whilft  thou 
beftoweft  relief  on  him,  purchafing  a  reward  to 
thyfelf.  God  alfo  by  this  order  of  things  de- 
figns,  that  a  charitable  intercourfe  (hould  be  main- 
tained among  men,  mutually  pleafant  and  benefi- 
cial ;  the  rich  kindly  obliging  the  poor,  and  the  poor 
gratefully  ferving  the  rich.  Wherefore  by  negled- 
mg  thefe  duties  we  unadvifedly  crofs  the  good  pur- 
pofe  of  God  toward  us,  depriving  ourfelves  of  the 
chief  advantages  our  wealth  may  atford. 

4-  We  (hould  alio  do  well  to  confider,  that  a 
poor  man,  even  as  fuch,  is  not  to  be  difregarded, 
and  that  poverty  itfelf  is  no  fuch  contemptible  thing 
as  we  may  be  prone  to  imagine.  There  are  confider- 
ations,  which  may  qualify  poverty  even  to  difpute 
the  place  with  wealth,  and  to  claim  precedence  to 
it.  If  the  world  vulgarly  doth  account  and  call  the 
rich  man  happy,  a  better  author  hath  pronounced 

Lukcvi.2o.the  poor  man  fuch  :  Blejfed  are  the  poor j  doth  march 
in  the  van  of  the  beatitudes  j  and  a  reafon  gocth 

T^  y^  irir^t  otxoroftiac  fA»c5^a»  tiroJlff*},  icaxi5^  Tor?  ft.%yaXMi  aSXoi;  "nt 
vir6/*o»?f  T»fAn$S.  Baftl.  M. 

wafi^u9T  vitiruif  Tfit  tf^f*ei9,   Theod,  EpiJI.  23. 
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along  therewith,  which  affertcth  its  right  to  the  s  e  r  m. 
place, /or  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven  -,  for  that  xxii. 

they  are  not  only  in  an  equal  capacity  as  men,  but 

in  a  nearer  difpofition  as  poor,  to  the  acquifition  of 
that  blifsful  ftate ;  for  that  poverty  (the  miftrefs  of 
fobriety  and  honefl  induftry,  the  mother  of  humility 
and  patience,  the  nurfe  of  all  virtue,)  renders  men 
more  willing  to  go,  and  more  expedite  in  the  way 
toward  heaven  :  by  it  alfo  we  conform  to  the  Son  of 
God  himfelf,  the  heir  of  eternal  majefty,  the  Saviour 
of  the  world,  who  for  our  fake  became  poor^  [SC  ^'/xafaCor.vUi. 
lirTw'x^ua-i,  for  our  fake  became   a  beggar)  that  we^- 
through  his  poverty  (or  beggary)  might  become  rich :  he 
willingly  chofe,  he  efpecially  dignified  and  iandtified 
that  depth  of  poverty,  which  we  fo  proudly  flight 
and  loath.     The  great  eft  princes  and  potentates  inDcdipiamr 
the  world,  the  moft  wealthy  and  haughty  of  us  all,Saicmr 
but  for  one  poor  beggar  had  been  irrecoverably  mi-cujusum 
ferable  :  to  poverty  it  is,  that  every  one  of  us  dothgln^f^*"? 
owe  all  the  poffibility  there  is,  all  the  hopes  we  can^-  ^^^fi^- 
have  of  our  lalvation  :  and  (hall  we  then  ingratefully'' 
requite  it  with  fcorn,  or  with  pitilcfs  neglect  ?    Shall 
we  prefume,  in  the  perfon  of  any  poor  man,  to  abhor 
or  contemn  the  very  poor,  but  moft  holy  and  moft 
happy  Jesus,  our  Lord  and  Redeemer  ?  No  ;  if  we 
will  do  poverty  right,  we  muft  rather  for  his  dear 
fake  and  memory  defer  an  efpecial  refped  and  vene- 
ration thereto. 

5.  Thus  a  due  refleftion  on  the  poor  man  him- 
felf, his  nature  and  ftate,  will  induce  us  to  fuccour. 
But  let  us  alfo  confidcr  him  as  related  unto  our- 
felves  :  every  fuch  perfon  is  our  near  kinfman,  is  our 
brother,  is  by  indiflbluble  bands  of  cognation  in 
blood,  and  agreement  in  nature,  knit  and  united  to 
us.  We  are  all  but  feveral  ftreams  ifTuing  from  one 
fource,  feveral  twigs  fprouting  from  one  ftock;  o^^AasxvH. 
bloody  derived  through  feveral  channels;  one  fub-^^' 
ftance,  by  miraculous  efficacy  of  the  divine  benedic- 
tion, multiplied  or  dilated  unto  feveral  times  and 

002  places. 
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SE  R  M.  places.  We  are  all  faftiioned  according  to  the  fame 
XXII.   original  idea,  rcfembling  God,  our  common  Father; 

■  wc  are  all  endowed  with  the  lame  faculties,  inclina- 

tions, and  afFedlions ;  we  all  confpire  in  the  fame  ef- 
fential  ingredients  of  our  conftitution,  and  in  the 
more  notable  adjunfts  thereof;  it  is  only  fome  in- 
confiderable  accidents,  (fuch  as  age,  place,  figure, 
ftature,  colour,  garb,)  which  diverfify  and  diftinguifh 
us  ;  in  which,  according  to  fucceflions  of  time  and 
chance,  we  commonly  no  lefs  differ  from  ourfelves, 
than  we  do  at  prefent  from  them  :  fo  that  in  cffeft 
and  reafonable  efteem,  every  man  is  not  only  our 
brother,  but  (as  Ariftotle  faith  of  a  friend)  aA^0»  «o- 
Yof,  another  one's  felf\  is  not  only  our  mod  lively 
image,  but  in  a  manner  our  very  fubftance ;  another 
ourfclf  under  a  fmall  variation  of  prefent  circtim- 
ftances  :  the  moft  of  diftinftion  between  us  and  our 
poor  neighbour  confifts  in  exterior  (how,  in  mov- 
able attire,  in  cafual  appendages  to  the  nature  of 
man ;  fo  that  really  when  we  ufe  him  well,  wc  arc 
kind  to  ourfelves  ;  when  we  yield  him  courteous  re- 
gard, we  bear  refpeft  to  our  own  nature  ;  wh^n  wc 
feed  and  comfort  him,  we  do  fuftain  and  cherifh  a 
member  of  our  own  body^.  But  when  we  are  cruel 
or  harfh  to  him,  we  abufe  ourielves  ;  when  we  fcorn 
him,  we  lay  difparagement  and  difgrace  on  mankind 
itfelf ;  when  we  withhold  fuccour  or  fuftenance  from 

lfa.i?iu.  7.  him,  we  do,  as  the  Prophet  fpeaketh,  bide  ourfehes 
from  our  oivnflejh  ;  we  flarve  a  part  of  our  own  body, 
and  wither  a  branch  of  our  flock  ;  immoderate  fcljf- 
ifhnefs  fo  blindeth  us,  that  we  overfee  and  forget  our- 


^  Nemo  ed  in  genere  humano^  oii  non  di1e6lio,  et(i  non  pro 
mutua  charitate,  pro  Ipfa  tamen  communis  naturs  focietatc  de- 
betur.  ^ug.  Ef.  lai. 

'E»   fl^A^OTp»OK   VoSlffl   dl^«7lt/T/0»    to    WYf*»Ui    t^     2/M^lkXoV.       Qft^' 

Naz, 

Nihil  ell  unum  uni  tarn  (imile,  tarn  pao  quam  omnes  inter 
nofmetipfos  fumus.     C'tc,  dc  Leg.  i. 

fdves  : 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 


The  Duty  and  Reward  of  Bounty  to  the  Poor.  565 

felves  :  it  Is  in  this,  as  it  is  in  other  good  fenfes,  trues  e  r  m. 
what  the  Wife  Man  faith,  The  merciful  man  doth  good  xxii. 
to  his  own  foul  *y  but  be  that  is  cruel  troubkth  his  own 
flejh.  Prov.xi.17, 

6.  Farther,  as  the  poor  man  is  fo  nearlj^  allied  to 
us   by  fociety   of  common  nature,  fo  is  he  more 
ftriclly  joined  to  us  by  the  bands  of  fpiritual  confan- 
guinity.     All   Chriftians   (high  and   low,    rich  and 
poor)   are  children   of  the   i'ame  heavenly  Father, 
jpring  from  the  fame  incorruptible  feed,  are  regene- 
rated to  the  fame  lively  hope,  are  coheirs  of  the 
lame  heavenly  inheritance  ;  are  all  members  of  oneRom.xii.5. 
body,  [members^  faith  St.  Paul,  one  of  another^)  and^^*^^.°^|* 
animated  by  one  holy  Spirit :  which  relation,  as  it  isn^imc  yi^ ' 
the  moft  noble  and  mod  clofe  that  can  be,  fo  '^^Zx^^'ll^ 
(hould  breed  the  greateft  endearments,  and  fliouldiii  ^cltyf. 
exprefs  itfelf  in  correfpondent  effefts  j  it  (hould  ren-^'^'**-  ^'■' 
der  us  full  of  affedion  and  fympathy  one  toward^tWyif 
another;  it  (hould  make  us  to  tender  the  needs,  ^^'^^l^^^^' 
feel  the  fufferings  of  any  Chriftian  as  our  own  ;  \ti^^-n%^' 
fhould  difpofe  us  freely  to  communicate  whateverJI^^'j^^ 
we  have,  how  precious  foevcr,  to  any  of  our  bre-T«  £««>. 
thren  j  this  holy  friendlhip  Ihould  eftabliih  a  chari-'^*''''*- 
table  equality  and  community  among  us,  both  in 
point  of  honour  and  of  eftate :  for  fince  all  things 
con(iderable  are  common  unto  us,  fince  we  are  all 
purchafed  and  purified  by  the  fame  precious  blood, 
fince  we  all  partake  of  the  fame  precious  faith,  of 
the  fame  high  calling,  of  the  fame  honourable  privi- 
leges, of  the  fame  glorious  promifes  and  hopes ;  (ince 
we  all  have  the  fame  Lord  and  Saviour ;  why  (hould 
thefe   fecular   trifles   be   fo    private   and  particular 
among  us  ?    Why  (hould  not  fo  huge  a  parity  in 
thofe  only  valuable  things  not  wholly,  (I  fay,  not  in 
worldly  ftate,  or  outward  appearance,  fuch  as  the 
prefervation  of  order  in  fecular  affairs  requireth,  but) 
in  our  opinion  and  affeftion,  extingui(h  that  flight 
diftinftion  oi  rich  zwdpoor^  in  concernments  tempo-Coi.  Hi.  n. 
ral  ?    How  can  we  flight  fo  noble,  fo  gre;tt  ^  perfon- 
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s  E  R  M.  age  as  a  Chriftian,  for  wanting  a  little  drofs  ?    How 
XXII.   can  we  deem  ourfelves  much  his  fuperior,  upon  fo 

— petty  an  advantage,  for  having  that,  which  is  not 

worth  fpeaking  or  thinking  of,  in  comparifon  to 
what  he  enjoyeth  ?  Our  Lord  himfelf  is  not  afliamed 
Heb. ii.  II. to  call  the  leaft  among  us  his  brother  and  his  friend: 
Matt.  XXV.  ^j^j  Q^^w  ^g  ^\^^^  difdain  to  yield  to  fuch  an  onp  the 
John XV.  14. regard  and  treatment  fuitable   to  fuch  a  quality? 
Shall  we  not  honour  any  brother  of  our  Lord  ?  Shall 
we  not  be  civil  and  kind  to  any  friend  of  his  ?  If  we 
do  not,  how  can  we  pretend  to  bear  any  true  refpeft 
Matt.  XX.    or  afFedion  unto  himfelf?    It  is  his  exprefs  precept, 
2^-  that  the  greateft  among  us  (hould,  in  imitation  of 

his  mod  humble  and  charitable  felf,  be  ready  to  ferve 
Rom.  xii.    the  meaneft;  and,  that  we  (hould  in  honour  prefer  one 
Phil  ii       ^^other^  and  in  lozvlinefs  of  mind  ejieem  others  better  than 
ourfelves^  are  apoftolical  rules,  extending  indifferently 
to  rich  and  poor,  which  are  plainly  violated  by  difre- 
garding  the  poor.    Yea,  this  relation  (hould,  accord- 
ing to  St.  John's  doftrine,  difpofe  us  not  only  freely 
to  impart  thefe  temporal  goods,  but  even,  if  occafioa 
be,  willingly  to  expofe  our  very  lives  for  our  bre- 
1  John  xii.  thren  :  Hereby ^  faith  he,  %ve  perceive  the  love  of  GoJy 
'6.  becatife  he  laid  down  his  life  for  us  ;  and  we  ought  to 

lay  down  our  lives  for  our  brethren.     How  greatly  then 
are  they  deficient  from  their  duty,  how  little  in  truth 
are  they  Chriftians,  who  are  unwilling  to  part  with 
the  very  fuperfluities  and  excrements  of  their  fortune 
for  the  relief  of  a  poor  Chriftian  !    Thus  confidcring 
our  brother,  may  breed  in  us  charitable  difpofitions 
toward  him,  and  induce  us  to  the  prad:ice  of  thefe 
duties. 
IV.  Head      Moreover,  if  we  reflecl  upon  ourfelves,  and  con- 
of  dif-      fljer  either  our  nature,  or  our  flate  here,  we  cannot 
courfc.      j^^^j.  Qbferve  many  ftrong  engagements  to  the  fame 
praftice. 

I.  The  very  conftitution,  frame,  and  temper  of 
our  nature  direfteth  and  inclineth  us  thereto; 
whence,  by^  obfer.ving  thofe  duties^  w^  obfcrve  our 

own 
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own  nature,  we  improve  it,  we  advance  it  to  the  befts  e  r  m. 
perfection  it  is  capable  of;  by  neglefting  them,  we   xxii, 
thwart,  we  impair,  we  debafe  the  fame hac  nqflri- 


pars  optima  fenfus  y   the  beft  of  our  natural  inclina--'"^*^"''^**- 
tions  (thofe  facred  relicks  of  God's  image  originally  ^^'  ^-^sa- 
ftamped  on  our  minds)  do  fenfibly  prompt,  and  ve- 
hemently urge  us  to  mercy  and  pity  :  the  very  fame—mutuus 
bowels,  which  in  our  own  want  do  by  a  lively  fenfe  Tc^i^ptf^ 
of  pain  inform  us  thereof,  and  inftigate  us  to  provide '•cauxiiium, 
for  its  relief,  do  alfo  grievoufly  refent  the  diftreffes  oi]]^^^^^'^ 
another,  admonifliing  us  thereby,  and  provoking  us*^««"«-»5- 
to  yield  him  fuccour.    Such  is  the  natural  fympathy^i^jt^^ 
between  men,  (difcernible  in  all,  but  appearing  moft»^*<^/^**- 
vigorous  in  the  beft  natures)  that  we  cannot  kt^iH^S 
cannot  hear  of,  yea,  can  hardly  imagine  the  calami- ^'^^^ ^''**- 
ties  of  other  men,  without  being  fomewhat  difturbed852.  "** 
and  afflifted  ourfelves.     As  alfo  nature,  to  the  afts 
requifite  toward  prefervation  of  our  life,  hath  an- 
nexed a  fenfible  pleafure,  forcibly  enticing  us  to  the 
performance  of  them :  fo  hath  (he  made  the  coiximu- 
nication  of  benefits  to  others    to  be  accompanied 
with  a  very  delicious  relidi  upon  the  mind  of  him 
that  pradtifes  it  ;  nothing  indeed  carrying  with  it  a 
more  pure  and  favoury  delight  than  beneficence.    A 
man  may  be  virtuoufly  voluptuous,  and  a  laudable 
Epicure  by  doing  much  good  ;  for  to  receive  good, 
even  in  the  judgment  of  Epicurus  himfelf,  (the  great 
patron  of  pleafure)  is  no  wife  fo  pleafant  as  to  do  it^: 
God  and  nature  therefore  within  us  do  folicit  the 
poor  man's  cafe  :  even  our  own  eafe  and  fatisfaftion 
demand  from  us  compafTion  and  kindnefs  towards 
him  ;  by  exercifing   them,  we  hearken  to  nature's 
wife    difciplines,   and  comply  with   her  kindly  in- 
ftinfts ;  we  cherifh  good  humour,  and  fweeten  our 
complexion ;  fo  ennobling  our  minds,  we  become 
not  only  more  like  to  God,  but  more  perfeAly  men; 

tlfof  fnai,  PJut,  di  Pbilof,  cOTtv,  cum  Princ, 
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SEEM,  by  the  contrary  praftice  wc  rebel  againft  the  laws^ 
XXII.  and  pervert  the  due  courfe  of  our  nature ;  we  do 
.  weaken,  corrupt,  and  ftifle  that  which  is  beft  in  us ; 
we  harden  and  ftupify  our  fouk  ;  fo  monftroufly  de- 
generating from  the  perfeftion  of  our  kind,  and  be- 
coming rather  like  favage  beads  than  fociable  men  ; 
yea,  fomewhat  worfe  j)erhaps  than  many  beafts ;  for 
commonly  brutes  will  combine  to  the  fuccour  of 
pne  another,  they  will  defend  and  help  thofe  of  the 
fame  kind. 

2.  And  if  the  fenfitive  part  within  us  doth  fuggeft 
fo  much,  the  rational  diftates  more  unto  us  :  that 

'  heavenly  faculty,  having  capacities  fo  wide,  and  fo 
mighty  energies,  was  furely  not  created  to  ferve  mean 
or  narrow  defigns ;  it  was  not  given  us  to  fcrape 
eternally  in  earth,  or  to  amafs  heaps  of  clay  for  pri- 
vate enjoyment ;  for  the  fervice  of  one  puifne  crea- 
ture, for  the  fuftenance  or  fatisfadtion  of  a  fingle  car- 
cafe  :  'tis  much  below  an  intelligent  perfon  to  weary 
himfelf  with  fervile  toils,  and  diftraft  his  mind  with 
ignoble  cares  for  concernments  fo  low  and  (canty  : 
but  to  regard  and  purfue  the  common  good  of  men  j 
to  difpenfe,  advife,  and  aid,  where  need  requires  ;  to 
diffufe  its  virtue  all  about  in  beneficial  effefts  ;  thefe 
^re  operations  worthy  of  reafon,  thefe  are  employ- 
ments congruous  to  the  native  excellenby  of  that  di- 
vine power  implanted  in  us  ;  fuch  performances  den 
clare  indeed  what  a  man  is,  whence  he  fprang,  and 
whither  he  tends. 

3.  Farther,  examining  ourfelves,  we  may  alfo  ob- 
fervc,  that  we  are  in  reality,  what  our  poor  neighbour 
appears  to  be^  in  many  refpedts  no  lefs  indigent  and 
impotent  than  he  :  we  no  lefs,  yea  far  more,  for  our 
fubfiftence  depend  upon  the  arbitrary  bounty  of  an- 
other, than  he  feemeth  to  rely  upon  ours.  We  as  de- 
fe^ible  creatures  do  continually  want  fupportj  wc 
as  grievous  finners  do  always  need  mercy ;  every 
moment  we  are  contracting  huge  debts,  far  beyond 
our  ability  to  difcharge  j  debts  of  gratitude  for  be- 
nefits 
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nefits  received,  debts  of  guilt,  for  offences  committed;  s  e  r  m. 
we  therefore  perpetually  (land  obliged  to  be  craving    xxii. 
for  mercy  and  relief  at  the  gates  of  heaven.  We  all  from  ■ 

prince  to  peafant  live  merely  upon  alms,  and  are  moft 
really  in  condition  be^ars  :  to  pray  always^  is  a  duty 
incumbent  on  us  from  the  condition  of  our  nature, 
as  well  as  by  the  command  of  God.    Such  a  likenefs 
in  ftate  (hould  therefore  difpofe  us  to  fuccour  our 
fellows,  and,  i»vii^u¥  3"iw  Ixtov  sAi»  x?V^^^'^^^9  ^^  lend  Greg,  Nax^ 
mercy  to  Gody  who  need  mercy  from  him,  as  the  good 
Father  fpeaketh.     We  (hould  (as  the  Apoftle  ad^ 
vifes  and  argues)  remember  them  that  are  in  bonds ^  ^wHcb.xiii.3. 
bound  with  them  ;  and  them  which  fuffer  adverjtty,  as 
being  ourfelves  alfo  in  the  body ;  as  being  companions 
in  neceffity,  or  fubjeft  to  the  like  diftfefs.     If  we 
daily  receive  mercy  and  relief,  yet,  unmindful  of  our 
obligation  to  God,  refufe  them  to  others,  fliall  we 
not  deferve  to  hear  that  dreadful  exprobration,  O  ^'*"- »^*"*»* 
thou  wicked  fervanty  I  forgave  thee  all  that  debt,  becaufe^^'  ^^' 
thou  defiredjl  me  :  Jhoulde/i  not  thou  alfo  have  had  com- 
pajfion  on  thy  felloivfervaniy  even  as  I  had  pity  on  thee  ? 

4.  The  great  incertainty  and  inftability  of  our  con-'^^^^f *'««-« 
dition  doth  alfo  require  our  confideration.  We,  that^y^'L'!';'**" 
now  flourifli  in  a  fair  and  full  eftate,  may  foon  be  in\*<^«;'"^^ 
the  cafe  of  that  poor  creature,  who  now  fues  for  our  re-  Jl^Htlx? 
lief;  we,  that  this  day  enjoy  the  wealth  of  Job,  may  the  r*^-  ^M* 
piorrow  need  his  patience  :  there  arc  Sabeans,  which"* 
rpay  come,  and  drive  away  our  cattle;  there  are  tem? 
pefts,  which  may  arife,  and  finite  down  our  houfes  ; 
there  is  a  fire  of  God,  which  may  fall  from  heaven, 
and  confume  our  fubftance  ;  a  meffenger  of  all  thefe 
mifchiefs  may,  for  all  we  know,  be  prefently  at  our 
doors ;  it  happened  fo  to  a  better  man  than  we,  as 
unexpeftedly,  and  with  as  fmall  ground  to  fear  it,  as 
it  can  arrive  to  us :  all  our  wealth  is  furrounded  with 
dangers,   and  expofed   to   cafualties  innumerable : 
violence  may  fnatch  it  from  us,  treachery  may  cheat 
ys  of  it ;    mifchance  ip^y  feije  thereon,  4  fecret 

moth 
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s  E  R  M.moth  may  devour  it  ;  the  wifdom  of  Providence  for 
XXII.   our  trial,  or  its  juftice  for  our  punifliment,  may  be- 

'  reave  us  thereof ;  its  own  light  and  fluid  nature  (if 

no  other  accountable  caufes  were  apparent)  might 

Prov.  xxiii.eafily  ferve  to  waft  it  from  us ;  for,  Riches^  faith  the 
Wife  Man,  make  them/elves  wings ^  (they,  it  feems,  do 
need  no  help  for  that,)  and  fly  away  like  as  an  eagle 
tozvard  heaven ;  that  is,  of  their  own  accord  they  do 
fwiftly  convey  themfelves  away,  out  of  our  fight,  and 

Eccief.  V.  beyond  our  reach  ;  they  are  but  wind  :  fVhat  profit^ 
fays  the  Preacher,  hath  he  that  labour eth  for  the  wind? 
For  wind  ;  that  is,  for  a  thing  which  can  nowife  be 
fixed  or  fettled  in  one  corner  :  which,  therefore,  *tis 
a  vanity  to  conceive  that  we  can  furely  appropriate, 
or  long  retain.  How  then  can  we  think  to  ftand 
firm  upon  a  place  fo  flippery  ?  how  can  we  build  any 
confidence  on  a  bottom  fo  loofe  and  brittle  ?  how 
can  we  fufier  our  minds  to  be  fwelled  up  like  bub- 
bles with  vain  conceit,  by  the  breath  of  fuch  things, 
more  fleeting  and  vertiginous  than  any  air  ?  againft 

Pfai.  ixii.  the  precepts  of  the  wifeft  and  befl:  men  :  If  riches 
increafe^  faith  the  Pfalmift,y^/  not  your  heart  on  them: 

Prov.  xz'ni.ff/'j/f  ffjQ^  f^i  iki^iQ  cygs  jfpofi  fh^f  which  is  not  ?  faith 

the  Wife  Man  :  (that  is,  w  ilt  thou  regard  that  which 
is  fo  tranfitory  and  evanid,  that  it  hardly  may  be 
deemed  real ;  vvhich  we  can  fcarce  look  on,  before  it 
is  goner)  And,  Charge  them^  faith  St.  Paul,  that  are 
rich  in  this  worlds  that  they  be  not  high  minded y  nor 
trujl  in  uncertain  riches  :  (Itti  •crXaTs  aJViXoTtjn,  in  the 
obfcurity,  or  inevidence  of  riches  ;  things,  which  we 
can  never  plainly  difcern  how  long  we  fliall  keep 
them,  how  much  we  can  enjoy  them;)  what  fliould 
make  us  unwilling,  with  certain  advantages  to  our- 
felves,  freely  to  let  that  go,  which  prefently  without 
our  leave  may  forfake  us  ?  How  can  we  reafonably 
judge  our  cafe  much  different  from  that  of  the  poor* 
efl:  body,  whenas  in  a  trice  we  may  perhaps  change 
places  and  perfons ;   when,  the  Icene  turning,   he 

may 
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may  be  advanced  unto  our  wealth,  we  may  be  de-s  e  r  m. 
prefled  into  his  want^?  Since  every  age  yieldeth  in-   xxii. 
fiances  of  fome  Croefus,  fome  Polycrates,  lome  Pom- 
pey,  fome  Job,  fome  Nebuchodonofor,  who  within 
a  fmall  compafs  of  time  doth  appear  to  all  men  the 
objeft  both  of  admiration  and  pity,  is  to  the  lefs 
wife  the  mark  both  of  envy  and  fcorn  5 ;  feeing  every 
day  prefenteth  unexpcfted  viciffitudes,  the  fea  of 
human  affairs  continually  ebbing  and  flowing,  now 
rolling  on  this,  now  on  the  other  (hore,  its  reftlefs 
waves  of  profit  and  credit ;  fince  efpecially  there  is  a 
God,  who  arbitrarily  difpofeth  things,  and  with  a 
turn  of  his  hand  changeth  the  (late  of  men ;  who, 
as  the  Scripture  faith,  maketb  rich  and  poor^  bringeth  Sam.  ii. 
loWy  and  Itfteth  up;    poureth  contempt  upon  />n«r^j  Jobxii.  21. 
raifeth  the  poor  out  of  the  dujl^  and  lifteth  the  beggarvu\,  cvii. 
from  the  dunghill^  tofet  them  among  princes^  and  to  make^-  ^^"-  ^» 
them  inherit  the  throne  of  glory  :  feeing,  I  fay,  ap- 
parently fuch  is  the  condition  of  things  here,  that 
we  may  foon  need  his  pity  and  help,  who  now  requefl:- 
eth  ours,  why  fhould  we  not  be  very  ready  to  afibrd  , 
them  to  him  ?  Why  (hould  we  not  gladly  embrace 
our  opportunity,  and  ufe  our  turn  well ;  becoming 
aforehand  with  others,  and  preventing  their  recipro- 
cal contempt  or  negledl  of  us  hereafter:    Caji  thyZccXtUxu 
bread  upon  the  waters ;  for  thou  Jhalt  find  it  after  many^'  ^' 
days.    Give  a  portion  to  feven^  and  alfo  unto  ^ight ;  for 
thou  knoweji   not  what  evil  fljall  be  upon  the  earth : 
that  is,  confidering  the  inconftancy  and  uncertainty 
of  affairs  here,  and  what  adverfity  may  befal  thee,  be 
liberal  upon  all  occafions,  and  thou  Ihalt  (even  a 
good  while  after)  find  returns  of  thy  liberality  upon 
thee  :  fo  the  Wife  Man  advifes,  and  fo  wifdom  cer- 
tainly dictates  that  we  fhould  do. 

'  KflcJ  yap  i<7%aT»)?  arojflt?  ity  i^tj  Zt  >^  aHoms  t^kVaw^flW  /^lAXo/xiy  iri- 
^oK,  TkiTUf  fjLVi  fjLiTix^efah  iKorras  to»;  ^tofAJ»o^;.    CbryJ,  toni.  v.  Orat.  55« 

8  Sejaniis — ^qiio  die  ilium  Senatus  dcduxcrat^  populiw  in  fn^fta 
divifu.     Sen.  de  Tranq.  a. 

5.  And 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC        > 


57 1  The  Duty  and  Reward  of  Bounty  to  the  Poor. 

s  £  R  M.      5.  And  equity  doth  exaft  no  Icfs  :  for  were  any 
XXII.  of  us  in  the  needy  man's  plight,  (as  eafily  we  may  be 
reduced  thereto)  we  Ihould  believe  our  cafedeferved 
commifefation  ;  we  fhould  importunately  demand  re- 
lief;  we  (hould  be  grievoufly  difpieafcd  at  a  repulfc; 
we   Ihould   apprehend   ourfelves   very  hardly   dealt 
with,  and  fadly  we  fliould  complain  of  inhumanity 
Bcneficiumand  crucltv,  if  luccour  were  refufed  to  us.     In  all 
ScfdtVin-  equity  therefore  we  fliould  be  apt  to  minifter  the 
juflc  petit,  fame  to  others  \  for  nothing  can  be  more  unreafon- 
^Uiml       able,  or  unjuft,  than  to  require  or  expeft  that  from 
another,  which  in  a  like  cafe  we  are  unwilling  to 
render  unto  him  :  it  is  a  plain  deviation  from  that 
fundamental  rule,  which  is  the  bafe  of  all  juftice, 
and  virtually  the  fum,  as  our  Saviour  telleth  us,  of 
Matt.  vu.   whatever  is  prefcribed  us  :  All  things  whatfoever  ye 
'*•  would  that  men  Jl.wuld  do  to  you^  do  ye  even  Jo  to  them, 

for  this  is  the  Law  and  the  Prophets.  I  add,  that  upon 
thefe  confiderations,  by  unmerciful  dealing,  we  put 
ourfelves  into  a  very  bad  and  ticklilh  condition, 
wholly  depending  upon  the  conftancy  of  that  which 
is  mod  inconftant ;  fo  that  if  our  fortune  do  fail, 
we  can  neither  reafonably  hope  for,  nor  juftly  pre- 
Eccicf.Ki,  tend  to,  any  relief  or  comfort  from  others  :  He  that 
3««  doeth  good  turns  is  mindful  of  that  which  may  come  here- 

after y  and  when  he  falleth^  he  fh  all  find  a  flay. 

6.  We  Ihould  alio  remember  concerning  our- 
felves, that  we  are  mortal  and  frail.  Were  we  im- 
mortal, or  could  we  probably  retain  our  pofleffions 
for  ever  in  our  hands,  yea,  could  we  forefee  fome 
definite  fpacc  of  time,  confiderably  long,  in  which 
we  might  afluredly  enjoy  our  (lores,  it  might  feem 
fomcwhat  excufable  to  fcrape  hard,  and  to  hold  fail ; 
to  do  fo  might  look  like  rational  providence:  but 
Prov.  xxyii.fince  viches  are  not  for  ever^  nor  doth  the  crown  endure 
^4-  to  all  generations s  as  the  Wile  Man  fpeaketh  ;  fince 

they  mud  infallibly  be  foon  left,  and  there  is  no  cer- 
tainty of  keeping  them  for  any  time,  it  is  very  unac- 
countable why  we  Ihould  ib  greedily  fcek  them,  and 

hug 
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hug  them  fo  fondly.  The  rich  mctn^  faith  St.  James,  ^i  s  E  R  M* 
the  flower  of  the  grafs  flja/l  pafs  azvay  ;  it  is  his  fpeciai   xxn. 

doom  to  fade  away  fuddenly  :  it  is  obvious  why  in        

many  refpefts  he  is  fomewhat  more  than  others  ob- J*"***  »•  >o» 
noxious  to  the  fatal   ftroke,  and  upon  fpeciai  ac* "' 
counts  of  juftice  he  may  be  farther  more  expofed 
thereto  :  confidering  the  cafe  of  the  rich  fool  in  the  Luke  xu. 
Gofpel,  we   may  eafily  difcern   them ;    we   (hould  ^' 
reckon,  that  it  may  happen  to  us  as  it  did  there  to 
him ;    that  after  we   have   reared  great  barns,  and 
ftored  up  much  goods  for  many  years ^  our  fotd  this  very 
mght  may  be  required  of  us :  however,  if  it  be  uncer- 
tain when,  it  is  mod  certain,  that  after  a  Very  fhort 
time  our  thread  will  be  fpun  out ;  then  (hall  we  be 
rifled,  and  quite  ftript  of  all ;  becoming  ftark-naked,  i  nm.  vu 
as  when  we  came  into  the  world  :  we  fhall  not  carry  7- 
with  us  one  grain  of  our  gliftering  metals,  or  one  15. 
rag  of  our^audy  (luff;  our  ftately  houfes,  our  fine-'^^*-*^* 
gardens,  and  our  fpacious  walks,  muft  all  be  ex- 
changed for  a  clofe  hole  under  ground ;  we  muft 
for  ever  bid  farewell  to  our  pomps  and  magnificences,  if.  xiv.  u. 
to  our  feafts  and  joHitieSj  to  our  fports  and  paftimes; 
not  one  of  all  our  numerous  and  fplendid  retinue, 
no  companion  of  our  pleafure,  no  admirer  of.  our 
fortune,  no  flatterer  of  our  vices  can  wait  upon  us ; 
defolate  and  unattended  we  muft  go  down  to  the 
chambers  of  darknefs :  then  (hall  we  find,  that  to 
die  rich,  as  men  are  wont  improperly  to  fpeak,  is 
really  to  die  moft  poor;  that  to  have  carefully  kept 
our  money,  is  to  have  loft  it  utterly  ;  that  by  leav- 
ing much,  we  do  indeed  leave  worfe  than  nothing : 
to  have  been  wealthy,  if  we  have  been  illiberal  and 
unmerciful,  will  be  no  advantage  or  fatisfadiion  to 
us  after  we  are  gone  hence ;  yea,  it  will  be  the  caufe 
of  huge  damage,  and  bitter  regret  unto  us.     All  our 
trcafures  will  not  procure  us  any  favour,  or  purchafe 
one  advocate  for  us  in  that  impartial  world ;  yea,  it 
fhall  be  they  which  will   there  profecute  us  with 
clamorous   accufations,   will    bear    fore    teftimony 

againft 
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s  E  R  M.  againft  us,  {^he  rujl  of  them^  faith  St.  ]zmtSy  fball  be 
XXII.  a  witnefs  againfl  us,  lignifying  our  unjufl  or  uncha- 
— —  ritable  detention  of  them,)  will  obtain  a  moft  heavy 
James  V.  3-fentence  upon  us  -,  they  will  render  our  audit  more 
25^ vi.  24,  difficult,  and  enflame  our  reckoning  ;  they  will  ag- 
Mat^**  V  ^'"^^'^^^  ^h^  S^^'^  of  our  fins  with  imputations  of  un- 
30.  '      *  taithfulnefs  and  ingratitude  ;  fo  with  their  load  they 
irTm  vi^^*^'^^  prefs  us  deeper  into  perdition:  to  omit,  that 
having  fo  ill  managed  them,  we  (hall  leave  them 
behind  us  as  marks  of  obloquy,  and  monuments  of 
infamy  upon  our  memories ;  for  ordinarily  of  fuch 
jobxxTii.  a  rich  perfon  it  is  true,  that  Job  fays  of  him.  Men 
»9.a3.      fhall  clap  their  hands  at  him^  and  fhall  hifs  him  out  of 
his  place ;  like  one  who  departs  from  off  this  ftage, 
after  having  very  ill  afted  his  part.     Is  it  not  there- 
fore infinitely  better  to  prevent  this  being  neceiTarily 
and  unprofitably  deprived  of  our  goods,  by  feafon- 
ably  difpofing  them  fo  as  may  conduce  to  our  bene- 
fit, and  our  comfort,  and  our  honour^;  being  very 
indifferent  and  unconcerned  in  our  affeftion  toward 
them ;  modeft  and   humble  in  our  conceits  aloout 
them  \   moderate  and  fpber  in  our  enjoyments  of 
them  ;  contented  upon  any  reafonable  occafion  to 
lofe  or  leave  them  ;  and  efpecially  moft  ready  to  dif- 
penfe  them  in  that  beft  way,  which  God  hath  pre- 
icribed,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  humanity  and 
charity  ?  By  thus  ordering  our  riches,  we  fhall  ren- 
LukcxvLp.der  them  benefits  and  bleffings  to  us  ;  we  Ihall  by 
them  procure  fure  fricndfliip  and  favour,  great  wor- 
fliip  and  refpeft  in  the  other  world ;  having  fo  lived, 
(in  the  exercife  of  bounty  and  mercy)  we  (liall  truly 
die  rich,  and  in  effed:  carry  all  our  goods  along  with 
us,  or  rather  we  have  thereby  fent  them  before  us ; 
having,  like  wife  merchants,  traufmitted  and  drawn 


Tttt-va,  r,f/.u9  ixiH^v  vft^ot  [/.t>\\o*TU>  hrivBi*  wjTcorifxtTt'  y^  yot^  Sm^f  airo- 
>ift^S*7  ^yifjLiot  yiuTon'  ^urtx  roUvv  ly.u  lar^o'rrtfxvia-^u,  tt^a  iC  hfMtq  ^• 
Tf .Ciiir /*«Xao^i>  ^oiaroi'.     Cl'r}f.  tom.v.  Orat,  54. 
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them  by  a  moft  fafe  conveyance  into  our  country  and  s  e  r  m, 
home  ;  where  infallibly  we  fhall  find  them,  and  with    xxii. 
everlafting  content  enjoy  them.    So  confidering  our-  ■ 

felves,  and  our  ftate,  will  diipofe  us  to  the  pradice  of 
thefe  duties. 

Farthermore,  if  we  contemplate  our  wealth  itfelf,V.ITead 
we  may  therein  dcfcry  great  motives  to  bounty.         otT^\(' 

I.  Thus  to  employ  opr  riches  is  really  the  beft 
ufe  they  are  capable  of;  not  only  the  moft  inno- 
cent, moft  worthy,  moft  plaufible,  but  the  moft  fafe, 
moft  pleafant,  moft  advantageous,  and  confequently 
in^all  reipefts  moft  prudent  way  of  difpofing  them. 
To  keep  them  clofe  without  ufing  or  enjoying  them 
at  all,  is  a  moft  fottifli  extravagance,  or  a  Itrangc 
kind  of  madnefs  ;  a  man  thence  affeding  to  be  rich 
quite  impoveriftieth  himfelf,  difpofleiieth  himl'elf  of 
all,  and  ahenateth  from  himlelf  hiseftate  ' :  his  gold  is 
no  more  his  than  when  it  was  in  the  Indies,  or  lay- 
hid  in  the  mines  ;  his  corn  is  no  more  his  than  if  it 
ftood  growing  in  Arabia  or  China  ;  he  is  no  more 
owner  of  his  lands  than  he  is  mailer  of  Jerufalem,  or 
Grand  Cairo  :  for  what  difference  is  there,  whether 
diftance  of  place,  or  bafencfs  of  mind,  fever  things 
from  him  ?  whether  his  own  heart,  or  another 
man's  hand  detain  them  from  his  ufc  ?  whether  he 
hath  them  not  at  all,  or  hath  them  to  no  purpofe  ? 
whether  one  is  a  beggar  out  of  neccffity,  or  by 
choice  ?  is  preffed  to  want,  or  a  volunteer  thereto  ? 
Such  a  one  may  fancy  himfelf  rich,  and  others  as 
wife  as  himfelf  may  repute  him  lb  :  but  fo  diftracl- 
ed  pcrfons  to  themfelves,  and  to  one  another,  do 
feem  great  princes,  and  ftyle  themfelves  iuch  ;  with 
as  much  reafon  almoft  he  might  pretend  to  be 
wife,  or  to  be  good.  Riches  are,  yj^i'^(/.rx^  things, 
whofe  nature  confifts  in  ulefulnefs  ^  i  abllrad  that, 

*   Xxo^i^d/xfyo;  0  fvAtfro;  mtpvxi  teotfocftniktt  cvtr^oufvof  aXXulfiUTOci, 

Bjfil  M, 

Tam  deed  avaro  quod  habet,  quam  quod  non  habtt. 

^    Ka»  yap  yj^fxara  ^»a  tolro  T^iyilxi,  tf^  \\kx,  nccrofC^b-yif,  aM   itx  1*5 
^'oF  uvToTq  xi^a-v{jLt^a.     CbryJ,  in  Mat,  Oral,  49, 

they 
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s  E  R  M.  they  become   nothing,  things  of  no  confideration 
XXII.    or  value  ;  he  that  hath  them  is  no  more  concerned 

in  them  than  he  that  hath  them  not :  it  is  the  art 

Dcfunt  ino-^Jwl  fkiU  to  ufe  afflucncc  of  things  wifely  and  nobly, 
pi  rauita,  which  makes  it  wealth,  and  conftitutes  him  rich  that 
l\^!%^€^'  hath  it ;  otherwife  the  chefts  may  be  crammed,  and 
Ep'ifi,  io8.  the  barns  fluffed  full,  while  the  man  is  miferably 
poor  and  beggarly  :  it  is  in  this  fenfe  true,  which  the 
Prov.  xiii.  Wife  Man  fays,  There  is  thai  maketh  himfelf  rubj  yet 
^'  hath  nothing.     But  the  very  having  riches  (will  fuch 

a  man  fay)  is  matter  of  reputation  ;  men  do  eftcem 
and  honour  him  that  hath  them.  True,  if  he  knows 
how,  and  hath  the  mind  to  ufe  them  well :  otherwife 
all  the  credit  they  yield  confifts  in  making  their  maf- 
ter  ridiculous  to  wife  men,  and  infamous  among  all 
men.  But,  putting  cafe  that  any  Ihould  be  fo  fool- 
ifli  as  to  refpeft  us  merely  for  feeming  rich,  why 
fliould  we  accommodate  our  pradice  to  their  vain 
opinion,  or  be  bafe  ourfelves,  becaufe  others  are  not 
wife  ?  But,  however,  (may  he  fay  again)  it  is  a  plea- 
fant  thing  to  fee  them  ;  a  heap  of  gold  is  the  moft 
lovely  fpeftacle  that  one  can  behold ;  it  does  a  man's 
heart  good  to  view  an  abundance  of  good  things 
about  him.  For  this  plea,  indeed,  he  hath  a  good 
author  r  this,  it  fhould  feem,  was  all  the  benefit  the 
Wife  Man  obferved  in  them,  accruing  to  fuch  per- 
Eccicf.  V.  fons  :  IVhat  goody  faith  he,  is  there  to  the  owners  there* 
o/i  faving  the  beholding  of  them  with  their  eyes  ?  But  if 
this  be  all  they  are  good  for,  it  is,  one  would  think, 
a  very  llim  benefit  they  afford,  little  able  to  balance 
the  pain  and  care  requifite  to  the  acquift  and  cufto- 
dy  of  them  ;  a  benefit  indeed  not  proper  to  the  pof- 
feffor  ;  for  any  one  may  look  on  them  as  well  as  he, 
or  on  the  like ;  any  one  at  pleafure  may  enjoy  better 
fights ;  all  the  riches  and  ornaments  of  nature,  the 
glorious  fplendours  of  heaven,  and  the  fweet  beauties 
of  the  field,  are  expofed  to  common  view;  the 
choiceft  magnificences  and  gallantries  of  the  world 
do  ftudioufly  prefent  themfelves  to  every  man's  eye; 
thefe  in  part  every  man  truly  may  appropriate  to 

himfelfi 
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himfelf;  and  by  imagination  any  man  can  as  wells  erm. 
take  all  that  he  fees  for  his  own,  as  the  tenacious   xxii. 
mifer  doth  fancy  his  dear  pelf  to  be  his.  ■ 

But  mine  heir  (perhaps  he  will  farther  fay)  will 
thank  me,  will  praife  me,  will  blefs  me  for  my  great 
care  and  providence  :  If  he  doth,  what  is  that  to 
thee  ?  Nothing  of  that  will  concern  thee,  or  can 
reach  thee  :  thou  (bait  not  hear  what  he  fays,  or 
feel  any  good  from  what  he  does :  and  moft  proba- 
bly thou  art  miftaken  in  thy  opinion  concerning 
him ;  as  thou  knoweji  not  who  he  (hall  be,  that  7Z?^//Pfal.3ixxix. 
gather  all  thou  heapeji  up^  or  Jfjall  rule  over  all  thy  la-  £^.^.1^^  ^u 
bour^  {whethej-  hejhall  be  a  wife  man^  or  afooly  2l  kinf- 19- 
man,  or  a  ftranger,  a  friend,  or  a  foe,)  fo  thou  canft  as 
little  guefs  what  he  will  think  or  fay  :  if  he  hath  wit, 
he  may  fweetly  laugh  at  thee  for  thy  fond  wifdom  j 
if  he  hath  none,  his  commendations  will  little  adorn 
thy  memory;  he  will  to  thy  difgrace  fpend  what  thou 
leaveft,  as  vainly  as  thou  didft  get  or  keep  it.  But 
(this  to  be  fure  he  will  in  the  end  fay  for  himfelf)  mo- 
ney is  a  good  referve  againft  neceflary  occafions,  or 
bad  times  that  may  come ;  againft  the  time  of  old 
age,  of  ficknefs,  of  adverfity  ;  it  is  the  fureft  friend  a 
man  can  have  in  fuch  cafes,  which,  when  all  fails,  will 
be  ready  to  help  him :  The  rich  mans  wealth  is  his  Jlrongvtov.  x.  15. 
city:  the  Wife  Man  he  thinks  never  fpakemore  wife- 
ly ;  he  therefore  will  not  difmantle  this  fortrefs,  but 
will  keep  it  well  ftored,  letting  therefore  his  wealth 
lie  dead  and  ufelefs  by  him.  But  (to  let  pafs  now 
the  profane  infidelity  of  this  plea,  excluding  all  hope 
in  God,  and  fubftituting  our  providence  in  the  room 
of  his)  what  a  folly  is  it  thus  to  anticipate  evil,  and  to 
create  to  ourfelves  a  prefent  adverfity  from  a  fufpicion 
of  one  future ;  to  pinch  ourfelves  now,  left  we  Ihould 
fuffer  hereafter;  to  pine  to-day,  becaufe  we  can  imagine 
it  poflible  that  we  may  ftarve  to-morrow;  to  foregocer- 
tainoccafions  of  enjoying  our  goods,for  that  perchance 
the  like  occafions  may  happen  one  day,  we  know  not 
when;  not  to  ufe  things  now,  when  reafon  bids  us,  be-  . 
caufe  they  may  be  ufeful  at  another  time !  Not  confider- 

VOL,  II.  p  p  ing 
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s  E  R  M.  ing  alfo,  that  many  intervenient   accidents,  more 
xxri.  probably  than  a  moderate  and  handfome  ufc  of  our 
wealthy  may  crop  the  excrefcences  thereof. 

2.  But  fetting  afide  thefe  abfurd  excufes  of  pc- 

nurioufnefs,  we  may  confider,  that,  fecluding  the 

good  ufe  of  them  in  beneficence,  riches  arc  very 

impertinent,  very  cumberfome,  very  dangerous,  very 

mifchievous  things  ;  either  fuperfluous  toys,  or  trou- 

blefome  clogs,  or  treacherous  fnares,  or  rather  all 

thefe  in  combination,  produftive  of  trouble,  forrow, 

and  fin.     A  fmall  pittance  will  and  muft  fuffice,  to 

all  reafonable  purpofes,  to  fatisfy  our  neceffities,  to 

procure  conveniences,  to  yield  innocent  delight  and 

eafe  :   our  nature  doth  not  require,  nor  can   bear 

tuke xii.    much  :   {"Take  heed  and  bewme  of  covetoufnefs^  fiuth 

1  Tim.  vi.  our  Lord ;  foi'  a  maris  Ufe  conjijleth  not  in  the  abundance 

»•  of  the  thingSy  which  he  pojfejfeth  ;  that  is,  a  man  may 

live  well  without  it :)  all  the  reft,  fetting  beneficence 

apart,  can  only  ferve  vanity  or  vice,  will  make  us 

I  Tim.  ti.  9.  really  fools  and  flaves^     {They  that  will  be  richy  faith 

the  Apoftle,  fall  into  temptations  and  a  fnare^  and  into 

many  foolifh  and  hurtful  lufls^  which  drown  men  in  de- 

flruRion  and  perdition.)     They  puff  up   our  minds 

with  vain  and  falfc  conceits;  making  us,  as  if  we  were 

in  a  dream  or  frenzy,  to  take  ourfelves  for  other  per- 

fons,  more  great,  more  wife,  more  good,  more  happy 

than  we  are ;  for  conftantly  as  the  Wife  Man  ob- 

Prov.        ferved,  Tl^e  rich  man  is  wife  in  his  own  conceit :  Great 

"^*"*  \}'  men  are  not  always  wife.     And  Agar  thus  intimates 

9.  m  his  prayer.  Remove  far  from  me  vanity  and  Ites;  gtve 

Prov.  XXX.  ^^  neither  poverty  nor  riches.  They  render  us  infcnfiblc 

and  forgetful  of  God,  of  ourfelves,  of  piety  and  virtue, 

Proy.xxx.  of  all  that  is  good  and  worthy  of  us  :  {Left  I  be  fuU^ 

5-  faid  that  good  man  again,  afligning  a  reafon  why  he 

deprecated  being  rich,  and  deny  thee^  and  fay  ^  Who  is  the 

Lord?)  they  fwallowup  our  thoughts,  our  affedtions. 


'  Corporis  exigua  defideria  funt}  frigus  fubmoverc  Tult,  aK- 
mentis  famem  ac  litim  cxtingucre ;  quicquid  extra  concuptlcitur, 
vltils,  non  ufibus^  laboratur.    Sm.  Omf.  ad  Utlv.  9. 

our 
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our  endeavours,  our  time  and  leifure,  pofleffing  ours  e  r  m. 
hearts  with  a  doting  love  unto  them,  (excluding  xxii. 
other  good  afFeftions)  diftrafting  our  minds  with  ■ 
anxious  cares  about  them,  (choaking   other  good  ^ia«-  ^i. 
thoughts,)  encumbering  all  our  life  with  bufinefsEtcicf. 
about  them,  (inconfiftent  with  due  attention  to  our??**- ': 
other  more  weighty  and   neceffary  concernments,)  22! 
filling  our  heads  with  fufplcions  and  fears,  piercing^;j*«  ^:.4t. 
our  hearts  with  troubles  and  forrows  ;  they  immerle  jam?T.%^' 
our  fouls  in  all  the  follies  of  pride,  in  all  the  filthsj-"^*^*^*- 
of  luxury,  in  all  the  mifchiefs  emergent  from  floth ,  Tim.  vi, 
and  ftupidity  J  they  are  the  root  of  all  evils  unto  us,>o- 
and  the  greateft  obftruftions  of  our  true  happinefs,  23^  h**'* 
rendering  falvation  almoft  impoffible,  and  heaven  in 
a  manner  inacceflible  to  us  :  fo  that  to  be  rich,  (jf 
fevered  from  a  fober  mind,  and  a  free  heart)  is  a  great 
difeafe,  and  the  fource  of  many  grievous  diftempers 
both  of  body  and  mind,  from  which  we  cannot  well 
otherwifc  fecure  or  refcue  ourfelves,  than  by  liberally  •A«)^fV4^ 
fpending  them  in  works  of  bounty  and  mercy  :  (oVJl^^ 
(hall  we  eafe  ourfelves  of  the  burthens,  fo  (hall  wc«i*^ti^. 
elude  the  temptations,  fo  (ball  we  abandon  the  vices, ^"l**  ^* 
and  fo  Ihall  we  efcape  all  the  fad  mifchiefs  incident 
to  them  :   thus  to  ufe  wealth  (hall  turn  it  into  a 
convenience  and  an  ornament  of  our  lives,  into  a 
confiderable  ble(fing,  and  a  ground  of  much  comfort 
to  us.     Excluding  this  ufe  of  wealth,  or  abftrading 
a  capacity  of  doing  good  therewith,  nothing  is  more 
pitiful  and  defpicable  than  it ;  it  is  but  like  the  load 
or  the  trappings  of  an  afs  :  a  wife  man  on  that  con- 
dition would  not  choofe  it,  or  endure  to  be  peftered 
with  it  ;  but  would  ferve  it  as  thofe  philofophers  did, 
who  flung  it  away,  that  it  might  not  di(turb  their 
contemplations  :  'tis  the  power  it  aflfords  of  benefit- 
.  ing  men,  which  only  can  feafon  and  ingratiate  it  to 
the  reli(h  of  fuch  a  perfon  \  otherwife  it  is  evidently 
true,  which  the  Wife  Man  affirms,  Prov.  xv»  16. 
Better  is  a  little  with  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  than  great 
treafure^  and  trouble  therewith. 

3.  Again  :  wc  may  confider,  that  to  difpenfe  our 
p  p  2  wealth 
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5  E  R  M.  wealth  liberally,  is  the  befl  way  to  preferve  it,  and  to 
xxii.  continue   maflers   thereof  j    what   we  give,  is  not 

I  thrown  away,  but  faved  from  danger"*:  while  we* 

detain  it  at  home  (as  it  feems  to  us)  it  really  is 
abroad,  and  at  adventures ;  it  is  out  at  fea,  failing 
periloufly  in  ftorms,  near  rocks  and  (helves,  amongft 
pirates ;  nor  can  it  ever  be  fafe,  till  it  is  brought  into 
this  port,  or  enfured  this  way :  when  we  have  beftowed' 
it  on  the  poor,  then  we  have  lodged  it  in  unquef- 
tionable  fafety ;  in  a  place  where  no  rapine,  no  de- 
ceit, no  mifhap,  no  corruption  can  ever  by  any 
means  come  at  it  "•  All  our  doors  and  bars,  all 
our  forces  and  guards,  all  the  circumfpeftion  and 
vigilancy  we  can  ufe,  are  no  defence  or  fecurity 
at  all  in  comparifon  to  this  difpofal  thereof:  the 
poor  man's  ftomach  is  a  granary  for  our  corn,  which 
never  can  be  exhaufted  y  the  poor  man's  back  is  a 
wardrobe  for  our  clothes,  which  never  can  be  pil- 
laged ;  the  poor  man's  pocket  is  a  bank  for  our  mo- 
ney, which  never  can  difappoint  or  deceive  us  :  all 
the  rich  traders  in  the  world  may  decay  and  break; 
but  the  poor  man  can  never  fail,  except  God  him- 
felf  tura  bankrupt ;  for  what  we  give  to  the  poor, 
we  deliver  and  entruft  in  his  hands,  out  of  which  no 
force  can  wring  it,  no  craft  can  filch  it ;  it  is  laid  up 
in  heaven,  whither  no  thief  can  climb,  where  no 
moth  or  ruft  do  abide.  In  defpite  of  all  the  fortune, 
of  all  the  might,  of  all  the  malice  in  the  world,  the 
liberal  man  will  ever  be  rich  ;  for  God's  providencc^ 
is  his  eftate  ;  God's  wifdom  and  ^ower  are  his  de- 


varnt,  ttKhec  'TTfayiAUTiUtp,  fjui^u  y»f  ^a/xioattK>  i  iihts,  bcc,      ChryJ, 
torn.  V.  p.  208. 

tU  t3v  acv\o9  ^aeiv^v  xeu  >Krir»^i  xa»  oitttraK  Kott  avKo(pairTcus  xaMt^fo*^, 
^  veia-at^  ipi^on  el»uXbfT09,      C^^f-  tom.  V.  Or  at,  53, 

Multt  San6li,  et  San6be  omnicnodo  caventes  ipfas  velut  matres 
deliciarura  divitias  difpergendo  pauperibus  abjecerunt,  et  tali  mo* 
do  in  coeledibus  the&uros  tutius  condiderunt.     A^tg,  Ef.  121. 

fence ; 
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fence ;  God's  love  and  favour  are  his  reward ;  God*s  s  e  r  m. 
word  is  his  aflurance  ;  who  hath  faid  it,  that  He  xxii, 
which  giveth  to  the  poor^Jhall  not  lack  :  no  viciffitude  - 

therefore  of  things  can  furprife  him,  or  find  him  un-^^Tr. 
fumilhed  ;  no  difafter  can  impoverifh  him;  no  ad-**^"***''' 
verfity  can  overwhelm  him  ;  he-  hath  a  certain  re- 
ferve  againft  all  times  and  occafions:  he  that  devifeth\£,xxx\u^. 
liberal  things^  by  liberal  things  Jhall  he  Jiandy  faith  the 
Prophet.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  being  niggardly 
is  the  likelieft  courfe  we  can  take  to  lofe  our  wealth 
and  eftate  ;  we  thereby  expofe  them  to  danger,  and 
leave  them  defencelefs ;  we  fubjedt  them  to  the  en- 
vious eye,  to  the  flanderous  tongue,  to  the  ravenous 
and  infidious  hand  ;  we  deprive  them  of  divine  pro- 
tedion,  which  if  it  be  away.  The  watchman  wakethvas. 
hut  in  vain :  we  provoke  God  irrecoverably  to  take"*^"'  ** 
it  from  us,  as  he  did  the  talent  from  that  unprofit- 
able fcrvant,  who  did  not  ufe  it  well.     We  do  in- 
deed thereby  yield  God  juft  caufe  of  war  and  en- 
mity againft  us ;   which  being.  Omnia  dat  qui  jujld 
negat ;  we  do  forfeit  all  to  divine  juftice,  by  denying 
that  portion  which  belongs  to  him,  and  which  he 
claims.     Can  we  hope  to  live  in  quiet  poffeflion  of 
any  thing,  if  we  refufe  to  pay  our  due  tributes  and 
taxes  impofed  upon  us  by  our  almighty  Sovereign ;  if 
we  live  in  fuch  rebellion  againft  his  authority,  fuch 
violation  of  his  right,  fuch  diffidence  to  his  word  ? 
No  :  He  that  trtijieth  in  his  riches  Jhall  fall ;  but  theVtoy.  xu 
righteous  Jhall  Jlourijh  as  a  branch :  fuch  is  the  differ-*'* 
ence  between  the  covetous  and  the  liberal,  in  point 
of  fecurity  and  fuccefs  concerning  their  eftate. 

Even  according  to  the  human  and  ordinary  way 
of  efteeming  things,  (abftradting  from  the  fpecial 
providence  of  God)  the  liberal  perfon  hath,  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  bounty,  more  real  fecurity  for  his 
wealth,  than  this  world  hath  any  other  :  he-  thereby 
gets  an  intereft  in  the  gratitude  and  affeftion  of 
thofe  whom  he  obligeth,  together  with  the  good- 
will and  refpedl  of  all  men,  who  are  fpedtators  of  his 

P  P  3  virtu- 
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8  E  R  M  virtuous  and  generotts  dealing :  the  hearts  and  me- 
XXII.   itiories  of  men  are  repofitories  to  him  of  a  treafure, 

■  ■  ■■■■■  which  nothing  can  extort  from  him,  or  defnlud  him 
of.  If  any  mifchance  (hould  arrive,  or  any  want 
come  near  him,  all  men  would  be  ready  to  commit 
ferate  him,  every  man  would  haften  to  his  fuccour. 

Mirari*      ^g  when  a  haughtVj  a  greedv,  or  a  gripple  man  do 

cumtu  ar-   -  ,,  .  ,        •  "^     j-r  /-  o    rr 

gcnto  poft  fall  mto  calamity  or  dilgrace,  fcarce  any  one  regard- 
Tus'^si  n't  ^^^  ^^  pitieth  him  :  fortune,  deferting  fuch  a  perfon, 
nio'prdfftet  carHcs  all  with  it,  few  or  none  (lick  to  him;  his  moft 
I'lT.r"  zealous  flatterers  are  commonly  the  firft  that  forfakc 
amorcm.  him  ;  contcmpt  and  neglect  are  the  only  adherents 
Hot,  serm.  ^^  j^j^  ^^^dition  ;  that  of  the  Wife  Man  appears  ve- 
Prov.xxviii.  rifled.  He  that  hidetb  his  eyes  from  the  poor  ^ /hall  have 
*^'  many  a  curfe.  So  the  courteous  and  bountiful  perfon, 

when  fortune  feems  to  frown  on  him,  hath  a  fare  re- 
fuge in  the  good-will  and  efteem  of  men  •,  all  men, 
upon  the  accounts  of  honour  and  honefty,  take 
themfelves  to  be  concerned  in  his  cafe,  and  engaged 
to  favour  him ;  even  thofe,  who  before  were  ftran- 
gers,  become  then  his  friends,  and  in  eflfeft  difcover 
their  affeftion  to  him  ;  it,  in  the  common  judgment 
of  people,  appears  an  indignity  and  a  difgrace  to 
mankind,  that  fuch  a  man  (hould  want  or  fuffer. 

4.  Nay  farther,  we  may  con(ider,  that  exercifing 
bounty  is  the  moft  advantageous  method  of  improv- 
ing and  increafing  an  eftate  5  but  that  being  tena- 
cious and  illiberal,  doth  tend  to  the  diminution  and 
decay  thereof.  The  way  to  obtain  a  great  incrcafc, 
is  to  fow  much  :  he  that  fows  little,  how  can  he  ex- 
pert a  good  crop?  It  is  as  true  in  fpiritual  huf- 
Gal.  Yj. 7i  bandry, as  in  the  others;  that  zvhat  a  manfowetb^  that 
*•  hefhall  reapj  both  in  kind,  and  according  to  propor- 

tion :  fo  that  great  hufbandman  St.  Paul  a(rureth 
a  Cor.ix.6.us,  He  that  foweth  fparingly  fhall  reap  fparingly  5  but 
*°-  he  that  foweth  bountifully  fhall  alfo  reap   boimtifulh  : 

prov.xi.i8.  and  Solomon  means  the  fame,  when  he  faith,  To  bim 
that  foweth  right eoufnefs ^  floall  he  afure  reward.  The 
way  to  gain  abundantly  is,  you  know  well,  t6  trade 

boldly; 
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boldly;  be  that  will  not  adventure  any  thing  con-sERM. 
liderable,  how  can  he  think  of  a  large  return  ?  Ho-  xxii. 
nour  the  Lord  with  thy  fubjiance^fojhall  thy  barm  be 
filled  with  plenty y  and  thy  prejfesjhall  burft  out  with  new 
wine.  Prov,  iii.  9,  10.  *Tis  fo  likewife  in  the  evan- 
gelical negociations ;  if  we  put  out  much  upon 
Icore  of  confcience  or  charity,  we  (hall  be  fure  to 
profit  much.  Liberality  is  the  moft  beneficial  traf- 
fick  that  can  be;  it  is  bringing  our  wares  to  the 
beft  market ;  it  is  letting  out  our  money  into  the 
bed  hands;  we  thereby  lend  our  money  to  God^ 
who  repays  with  vaft  ufury ;  an  hundred  to  one  is 
the  rate  he  allows  at  prefent,  and  above  a  hundred 
millions  to  one  he  will  render  hereafter ;  fo  that  if 
you  will  be  merchants  this  way,  you  fliall  be  fure  to 
thrive,  you  cannot  fail  to  grow  rich  moft  eafily  and 
fpeedily  :  The  liberal  foul  Jhall  be  made  fat  y  and  he  that  J^^-  *»-»5* 
waterethyfhaU  be  watered  himfelf :  this  is  that  which 
St.  Paul  again  argues  upon,  when,  commending  the 
Philippians'  free  kindnefs  toward  him,  he  fays,  iV^/Phii.iv.«^ 
becaufe  I  defire  a  gift,  but  I  defire  fruit  that  may  abound 
to  your  account.  Bounty  yields  xaf  wiv  irXtoydl^ovroc,  a 
fruit  that  multiplies,  and  abundantly  turns  to  good 
account ;  it  indeed  procuring  God's  benediftion, 
the  fountain  of  all  defirable  plenty  and  profperity ; 
for.  The  blejfmg  of  the  Lord  it  maketh  rich^  and  he^ov.x.zi. 
addeth  no  forrow  with  it.  It  is  therefore  the  greateft 
want  of  policy,  the  worft  ill-hulbandry  and  unthrifti- 
nefs  that  can  be,  to  be  fparing  this  way ;  he  that 
ufeth  it  cannot  be  thriving;  he  muft  fpend  upon 
the  main  ftock,  and  may  be  fure  to  get  nothing  con- 
fiderable.  God  ordinarily  fo  proceeds,  as  to  recom- 
penfe  and  retaliate  men  in  the  fame  kind,  wherein 
tliey  endeavour  to  pleafe  him,  or  prefume  to  offend 
him ;  fo  that  for  them  who  freely  offer  him  their 
goods,  he  in  regard  thereto  will  profper  their  deal- 
ings, and  blefs  their  eftates  :  {For  this  very  thing  theDeuu  i?. 
Lord  thy  God  Jhall  blefs  thee  in  all  thy  works  ^  and  in  all  *^* 
that  thou  putteft  thine  hand  unto^  (ays  Mofes :)  but  they 
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s  E  R  M.  who  will  not  lay  out  any  thing  for  him,  he  will  not 

XXII.  concern  himfelf  in  their  fuccefs  otherwife  than  to 

crofs  it,  or,  which  is  worfe,  to  curfe  it:   for  if  he 

Pf.ixxiii.  feem  to  favour  them  for  a  time  with  fome  profperity 
in  their  affairs,  their  condition  is  much  worfe  there- 
by, their  account  will  be  more  grievous,  and  their 
fate  more  difaftrous  in  the  end. 

5.  Farther,  the  contributing  part  of  our  goods  to 
the  poof  will  qualify  us  to  enjoy  the  reft  with  fatif- 
faftion  and  comfort.  The  oblation  of  thefe  firft- 
fruits,  as  it  will  fanftify  the  whole  lump  of  our 
eftate,  fo  it  will  fweeten  it  ;  having  offered  this  well- 
pleafing  facrifice  of  pi^ty,  having  difchar^ed  this  debt 
of  juftice,  having  paid  this  tribute  of  gratitude,  our 
hearts  being  at  reft,  and  our  confcience  well  latisfied, 

Aa8ii.46.  we  Ihall,  like  thofe  good  people  in  the  A6ts,  eat  our 
meat  with  gladnefs^  and  Jinglenefs  of  heart ;  to  fee  the 
poor  man  by  our  means  accommodated,  eafed,  and 
refreflied,  will  give  a  delicious  relifh  to  aU  our  en- 
joyments. But  withholding  his  portion  from  the 
poor,  as  it  will  pollute  and  profane  all  our  eftate,  (b 
it  will  render  the  fruition  thereof  four  or  unfavoury  to 
us :  for  can  we  with  any  content  tafte  our  dainties, 
or  view  our  plenties,  while  the  poor  man  fl^nds  in 
fight  pining  with  hunger''?  Can  we  v/ithoyt  great 
regret  fee  our  walls  clothed  with  tapeftry,  bur  horfes 
decked  with  golden  trappings,  our  attendants  ftrutting 
in  wanton  gaiety,  while  our  honeft  poor  brother  ap- 
pears  half  naked,  and  trembling  with  cold  ?  Can  we 
carry  on  one  finger  enough  to  furnilh  ten  poor  peo- 
ple with  neceffaries  ;  and  have  the  heart  within  us, 
without  (hame  and  difpleafure,  to  fee  them  want  ? 
No;  the  fenfe  of  our  impiety  and  ingratitude  toward 
God,  of  our  inhumanity  and  unworthinefs  toward 
our  neighbour,  will  not  fail  (if  ever  we  confideratcly 

pafVHit,  tea}  iri^  irifiTctTroaii^  vocu}  Naxiun.  Otat.  %'f» 
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refleft  on  our  behaviour)  to  fting  us  with  cruel  re-  s  e  r  m. 
morfe  and  felf-condemnation  ;  the  clamours  of  want    xxii. 
and  mifery  furrounding  us,  will  pierce  our  ears,  and  ■ 

wound  our  hearts  ;  the  frequent  objedVs  of  pity  and 
mercy,  do  what  we  can  to  banifh  them  from  our 
profped  or  regard,  will  fo  aflail,  and  fo  purfue  us,  as 
to  difturb  the  freedom  of  our  enjoyments,  to  qualh 
die  brifknefs  of  our  mirth,  to  allay  the  fweetnefs  of 
our  pleafure ;  yea,  rather,  if  ftupidity  and  obdura- 
tion  have  not  feizcd  on  us,  to  imbitter  all  unto  us, 
we  fhall  feel  that  true,  which  Zophar  fpeaks  of  the 
cruel  and  covetous  oppreffor,  Surely  he  Jhall  not  feel  iohvL,iZ^ 
quietnefs  in  his  belly  ^ — he  Jhall  not  rejoice  in  his  fuhjlaiue^^^*  *'• 
— in  the  fulnejs  of  his  fufficiency  he  fhall  be  inflraights. 

6,  I  fhall  touch  but  one  confideration  more,  per* 
fuafive  of  this  practice ;  it  is  this :  The  peculiar  na- 
ture of  our  religion  fpecially  requires  it,  and  the  ho- 
nour thereof  exacts  it  from  us ;  nothing  better  fiiits 
Chriftianity,  nothing  more  graces  it,  than  liberality; 
nothing  is  more  inconfiftent  therewith,  or  more  dif-  ' 
parageth  it,  than  being  miferable  and  (brdid.  A 
Chriftian  ni^ard  is  the  verieft  nonfenfe  that  can  be ; 
for  what  is  a  Chriftian?  what,  but  a  man,  who 
adores  God  alone,  who  loves  God  above  all  things, 
who  repofes  all  his  truft  and  confidence  in  God  ? 
What  is  he,  but  one  who  undertaketh  to  imitate  the 
moft  good  and  bountiful  God;  to  follow,  as  the  beft 
pattern  of  his  pradlice,  the  moft  benign  and  charita- 
ble Jesus,  the  Son  of  God  ;  to  obey  the  laws  of 
God,  and  his  Chrift,  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  which 
is  charity  ;  half  whole  religion  doth  confift  in  loving 
his  neighbour  as  himfelf  ?  What  is  he,  farther,  but 
one  who  hath  renounced  this  world,  with  all  the  vain 
pomps  and  pleafures  of  it ;  who  profefles  himfelf  in 
difpofition  and  affeftion  of  mind  to  forfake  all  things 
for  Chrift's  fake  ;  who  pretends  little  to  value,  affeft, 
or  care  for  any  thing  under  heaven ;  having  all  his 
main  concernments  and  treafures,  his  heart,  his  hopes, 
and  his  happinefs,  in   another  world  ?    Such   is  a 

Chrif- 
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5  £  R  M.  Chridian.  And  what  is  a  niggard  ?  All  things  quite 
XXII.  contrary  :  one,  whofe  praftice  manifeftly  (hews  him 

■'■  to  worfliip  another  thing  befide,  and  before  God  j  to 

love  Mammon  above  God,  and  more  to  confide  in 
it,  than  in  him;  one  who  bears  fmall  good-will, 
kindnefs,  or  pity  toward  his  brother;  who  is  little 
afFefted  or  concerned  with  things  future  or  celeftial ; 
whofe  mind  and  heart  are  rivetted  to  this  world ; 
whofe  hopes  and  happineffcs  are  fettled  here  below ; 
whofe  foul  is  deeply  immerfed  and  buried  in  earth ; 
one  who,  according  to  conftant  habit,  notoriouily 
breaketh  the  two  great  heads  of  Chriftian  duty. 
Loving  God  with  all  bis  hearty  and  his  neighbour  as  him- 
JelJ  \  it  is  therefore,  by  comparing  thole  things,  very 
plain,  that  we  pretend  to  reconcile  grofs  contradic- 
tions and  inconfiftencies,  if  we  profefs  ourfelves  to 
be  Chriftians,  and  are  illiberal.  It  is  indeed  the 
fpecial  grace  and  glory  of  our  religion,  that  it  con- 
fifteth  not  in  barren  fpeculations,  or  empty  formali- 
ties, or  forward  profeffions  ;  not  in  fancying  curiouf- 
ly,  or  fpeaking  zealoufly,  or  looking  demurely ;  but 
in  really  producing  fenfible  fruits  of  goodnefs ;  in 

Tit.ui.  8.  doing,  as  St.  Paul  fignifies,  things  good  and  profitabk 
unto  men^  fuch  as  thofe  chiefly  are,  of  which  we  (peak. 
The  moft  gracious  wifdom  of  God  hath  fo  modelled 
our  religion,  that  according  to  it  piety  and  charity 
are  the  lame  thing  ;  that  we  can  never  exprefs  our- 
felves more  dutiful  toward  him,  or  bettjer  pleafe  him, 
or  more  truly  glorify  him,  than  when  we  are  kind 
and  good  to  our  poor  brother.  We  grofsly  miftake, 
if  we  take  giving  of  alms  to  be  a  Jewilh  or  Popifli 
pradice,  fuitable  to  children  and  dullards  in  religion, 
beneath  fo  refined,  fo  improved,  fo  loftily  fpiritual 
gallants  as  we :  no,  'tis  a  duty  moft  prof>erly  and 
moft  highly  Chriftian,  as  none  more,  a  moft  goodly 
fruit  of  grace,  and  a  moft  faithful  mark  thereof: 

a  Cor.  ix.   2y  the  experiment  of  this  minifiration,  we^  as  St.  Paul 

'^'  faith,  glorify  God  for  our  profejfed  fubjeSlion  unto  the 

Gofpel  of  Cbri/l^  and  for  our  liberal  dijiribution  unto  our 

bre- 
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bretbren^  and  unto  aH  men  :  without  it  our  faith  is  s  e  r  M, 
dead  and  fenfelefs,  our  high  attainments  are  fond  xxii. 
prefumptions,  our  fine  notions  and  delicate  fpiritu-  ■'■ 
alities  are  in  truth  but  filly  dreams,  the  iflues  of  a 
proud  and  ignorant  fancy  :  he  that  appears  hard- 
hearted and  dofe-fifted  towards  his  needy  brother, 
let  him  think  or  call  himfelf  what  he  pleafeth,  he 
plainly  is  no  Chriftian,  but  a  blemifli,  a  reproach, 
and  a  fcandal  to  that  honourable  name. 

7.  To  all  thefe  confiderations  and  reafons  induc- 
ing to  the  praftice  of  this  kind  of  charity,  I  might 
fubjoin  examples,  and  fet  before  you  the  feireft  co- 
pies that  can  be  imagined  thereof.     We  have  for  it 
the  pattern  of  God  himfelf,  who  is  infinitely  muni- 
ficent and  merciful ;  from  whom  every  good  and  perfect  J'^m.  i.  5, 
gift  defcefideth ;  who  giveth  life^  and  breathy  and  alC^Ba,  xtil 
things  unto  all\   who  giveth  liberally^  and  upbraideth^s- 
not.    We  have  the  example  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  \^''  '"^'' 
out  of  pure  charity  did  freely  part  with  the  riches 
and  glories  of  eternity,  voluntarily  embracing  ex- 
treme poverty  and  want  for  our  fake,  that  we  who 
were  poor  might  be  enriched,  we  that  were  mife- 
rable  might  become  happy;  who  went  about  doingAaix.it. 
goodj  fpent  all  his  life  in  painful  difpenfation  of  be- 
neficence, and  relieving  the  needs  of  men  in  every 
kind.     We  have  the  blefTed  Patriarchs  to  follow, 
who  at  God's  pleafure  and  call  did  readily  leave  their 
country,  their  friends,  their  goods,  and  all  they  had. 
We  have  the  pradice  of  the  holy  Apoftles,  who 
freely  Jet  go  all  to  follow  their  Lord ;  who  cheerfully  Matt.  nx. 
fuftained  all  forts  of  lofTes,  difgraces,  and  pains,  for  *^* 
promoting  the  honour  of  God,  and  procuring  good 
unto  men  :    we  have  to  move   and  encourage  us 
hereto  the  firft  and  beft  Chriftians,  mofl  full  of  grace 
and  holy  zeal,  whoyb  many  as  were  pojjeffors  of  lands  Aeisir.^^, 
and  houfes^  did  fell  them^  and  did  impart  the  price  of  35- 
them  to  the  community,  yc>  that  there  was  none  poor 
among  them^  and  that  difiribution  was  made  to  every  one 
as  he  had  need.    We  have  all  the  faints  and  emment 
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s  E  R  M.fervants  of  God  in  all  times,  who  have  been  high 
XXII.   and  wonderful  in  the  performance  of  thefc  duties.    I 

could  tell  you  of  the  blefled  martyr  St.  Cyprian, 

Pontius  in  vvho  was  liberal  by  wholefale,  beftowing  all  at  once, 
Grig/Naz.  a  fair  eftate,  on  God  and  the  poor ;  of  the  renowned 
orat.  40.  bifhop  St.  Bafil,  who  conftantly  waited  on  the  fick, 
up.  ^v<^^-^j^^  kiffed  their  fores ;  of  the  moft  pious  confeflbr 
St.  Martin,  who  having  but  one  coat  left,  and  feeing 
a  poor  man  that  wanted  clothes,  tore  it  in  two 
pieces,  and  gave  one  to  that  poor  man :  and  many 
like  inftances  out  of  authentic  hiftory  might  be  pro- 
duced, apt  to  provoke  our  imitation.  I  might  alfo, 
to  beget  emulation  and  Ihame  in  us,  reprefent  ex- 
emplary pradtices  of  humanity  and  charity  even  in 
Jews,  Mahometans,  and  Pagans,  (fuch  as  ih  thefe 
cold  days  might  pals  for  more  than  ordinary  among 
us ;)  but  I  (hall  only  propound  one  prefent  and  fenfi- 
ble  example;  that  of  this  noble  city,  whofe  public 
bounty  and  charity  in  all  kinds  (in  education  of  or- 
phans, in  curing  the  difeafed  both  in  body  and 
mind,  in  provifion  for  the  poor,  in  relieving  all  forts 
of  ncceflities  and  miferies)  let  me  earneftly  entreat 
and  exhort  us  all  for  God's  fake,  as  we  are  able,  by 
our  private  charity  to  imitate,  to  encourage,  and  to 
affift  y  let  us  do  this  fo  much  the  more  willingly  and 
freely,  a§  the  fad  circumftances  of  things,  by  God's 
judgments  brought  upon  us,  do  plainly  require,  that 
the  public  charity  itfelf  (lying  under  fo  great  impe- 
diments, difcouragements,  and  diftrefles)  fliould  be 
fupported,  fupplied,  and  reheved  by  particular  libe- 
rality. No  words  that  I  can  devife  will  be  fo  apt 
to  afFcft  and  move  you,  as  the  cafe  itfelf,  if  you 
pleafe  to  confider  it :  hear  it  therefore  fpeaking,  and, 
I  pray,  with  a  pious  and  charitable  difpofition  of 
mind  attend  thereto : 

J  true  report^  &c. 
For   this   excellent   pattern   of  pious  bounty  and 
mercy,  let  us  heartily  thank  Almighty  God  :  let  us 
humbly  implore  God's  blefling  on  the  future  ma- 
nagement 
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nagement  of  it  ;  let  us  pay  due  refpecls  to  the  wor-s  e  r  m. 
thy  promoters  thereof,' and  pray  for  rewards  upon  xxix. 
them,  anlWerable  to  their  charitable  care  and  induf-  — 
try  employed  therein  ;  let  us  alfo  according  to  our 
ability  perform  our  duty  in  following  and  furthering 
it :  for  encouragement  to  which  praftice,  give  me 
leave  briefly  to  refleft  upon  the  latter  part  of  my 
text  ;  which  reprefents  fome  inftances  of  the  felicity 
proper  to  a  bountiful  perfon,  or  fome  rewards  pecu- 
liar to  the  exercifing  the  duties  of  bounty  and  mercy. 
,  The  firft  is,  His  righteoufnefs  endureih  for  ever. 
Thefe  words  are  capable  of  various  fenfes,  or  of  di- 
vers refpefts ;  they  may  import,  that  the  fame'  and 
remembrance  of  his  bounty  is  very  durable,  or  that 
the  effefts  thereof  do  laftingly  continue,  or  that  eter- 
nal rewards  are  defigned  thereto  ;  they  may  refpeift 
the  bountiful  man  himfelf,  or  his  pofterity  here  ; 
they  may  fimply  relate  to  an  endurance  in  God's  re- 
gard and  care ;  or  they  may  with  that  alfo  compre- 
hend a  continuance  in  the  <^ood  memory  a^nd  ho- 
nourable  mention  of  men.  Now  in  truth,  according 
to  all  thefe  interpretations,  the  bountiful  man's  righ- 
teoufnefs doth  endure  for  ever,  that  is,  very  laftingly, 
(or  fo  long  as  the  fpecial  nature  of  the  cafe  doth 
bear)  in  any  fenfe ;  or  for  an  abfolute  perpetuity  in 
fome  fenfe  :  the  words  in  their  plenitude  do  natu- 
rally and  without  ftraining  involve  fo  many  truths  ; 
none  of  which  therefore  we  think  fit  to  exclude,  but 
(hall  briefly  touch  them  all. 

i^  As  for  future  reputation  and  fame,  (which 
that  it  in  part  is  intended  here,  that  which  precedes. 
The  righteous  fhall  be  had  in  ever  Inf.  ing  remembrance^ 
doth  argue)  it  is  evident,  that  it  peculiarly  attends 
upon  this  praftice :  the  bountiful  porlbn  is  elpecially 
ihdXjuf}  man,  whofe  memory  is  b/efjed^  (is  iJ.iT  fyxij^/wv,  Prov.  x.  7. 
as  the  Greek  renders  it ;  that  is,  is  profecuted  with 
commendations  and  praifes.)  No  fpices  can  fo  em- 
balm a  man,  no  monument  can  fo  preferve  his  name 
and  memory,  as  works  of  beneficence  3    no  other 

fame 
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s  BR  M.fame  is  comparably  fo  precious,  or  truly  glorious,  a$ 
XXII.  that  which  grows  from  thence  :  the  renown  of  power 

-^^ — -— ^  and  prowefs,  of  wit  or  learning,  of  any  wifclom  or 
fkill,  may  dwell  in  the  fancies  of  men  with  fome  ad- 
miration :  but  the  remembrance  of  bounty  reigns  in 
their  hearts  with  cordial  efteem  and  affedion  ;  there 
erefting  immoveable  trophies  over  death  and  obli- 
vion, and  thence  fpreading  itfelf  through  the  tongues 
of  men  with  fincere  and  fprichtly  commendations. 
The  bountiful  man's  very  dull  is  fragrant,  and  bis 
grave  venerable ;  his  name  is  never  mentioned  with- 
out refpedl;  his  aftions  have  always  thefebeft  echoes, 
with  innumerable  iterations  refounding  after  them  : 
His  goods  Jhall  be  eftablijhed^  and  the  congregation  Jhall 
declare  bis  alms.  Ecclus.  xxxii.  1 1.  This  was  a  true 
friend  to  mankind  ;  this  was  a  real  benefaftor  to  the 
world  ;  this  was  a  man  good  in  earned,  and  pious  to 
good  purpofe. 

2.  The  efFcfts  of  his  righteoufnefs  are  likewife 
very  durable :  when  he  is  departed  hence,  and  in 
perfon  is  no  more  feen,  he  remains  vifible  and  fenii- 
ble  in  the  footfteps  and  fruits  of  his  goodnefs ;  the 
poor  ftill  beholds  him  prefent  in  the  fubfiftence  of 
himfelf,  and  his  family ;  the  fick  maii  feels  him  in 
the  refreftiment,  which  he  yet  enjoys  by  his  provi- 
fion ;  he  fupervives  in  the  heart  of  the  afflifted, 
which  ftill  refents  the  comfort,  and  rejoices  in  the 
eafe,  which  he  procured  him';  all  the  world  derives 
benefit  from  him  by  the  edification  it  receiveth  from 
his  example  5  religion  obtaineth  profit  and  ornament, 
God  himfelf  enjoyeth  glory  and  praife  from  his  righ- 
teoufnefs. 

3.  His  righteoufnefs  alfo  endureth  in  refpeft  to 
his  pofterity.  It  is  an  ufual  plea  for  tenacity  and 
parfimony,  that  care  muft  be  had  of  pofterity,  that 
enough  muft  be  provided  and  laid  up  for  the  family: 
but  in  truth  this  is  a  very  abfurd  excufe  ;  and  dqing 
according  thereto,  is  a  very  prepofterous  method  ch 
proceeding  toward  that  eiTd  \  it  13  really  th«  greateft 
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improvidence  in  that  refpeft,  and  the  trueft  negled  s  £  r  m. 
that  can  be  of  our  children  :  for  fo  doing,  together  xxii. 
with  a  feeming  eftate,  we  entail  a  real  curfe  upon 
them  ;  we  diveft  them  of  God's  prote6lion  and  be- 
nedidion,  (the  only  fure  prefervatives  of  an  eftate) 
we  leave  them  heirs  of  nothing  fo  much  as  of  pu- 
nilhments  due  to  our  ingratitude,  our  infidelity,  our 
impiety  and  injufticeboth  toward  God  and  man  : 
whereas  by  liberally  beftowing  on  the  poor,  we  de* 
mife  unto  them  God's  bleffing,  which  is  the  bcft  in- 
heritance ;  we  recommend  them  to  God's  fpecial 
care,  which  is  the  beft  tuition ;  we  leave  them  God's 
protedtion  and  providence,  which  are  a  wealth  indc- 
fedlible  and  inexhauftible  ;  we  conftitute  God  their 
guardian,  who  will  moft  faithfully  man;^e,  and  moft 
wifely  improve  their  fubftance,  both  that  which  we 
leave  to  them,  and  that  which  we  gave  for  them  to 
the  poor  ;  we  thereby  in  good  part  entitle  them  to 
the  rewards  appropriate  to  our  pious  charity,  our 
faith,  our  gratitude,  our  felf-denial,  our  juftice,  to 
whatever  of  good  is  virtually  contained  in  our  a6l$ 
of  bounty ;  to  omit  the  honour  and  good-will  of 
men,  which  conftantly  adhere  to  the  bountiful  man's 
houfe  and  family.  Prov.  xiii.  22.  A  good  man  leavetb 
031  inheritance  to  his  children  s  children.  It  is  therefore 
exprefsly  mentioned  in  Scripture  as  a  recompence 
peculiar  to  this  virtue,  that  fecurity  from  want  and 
all  happinefs  do  attend  the  pofterity  of  the  bountiful 
perfon  :  He  is  ever  merciful  and  lendeth^  and  his  feed  /jPf.xx«^u. 
bleffedy  faith  David  of  him  generally  :  and  David*  * 
alio  particularly  obferved,  that  in  all  the  courfe  of 
his  long  life,  he  could  find  no  exception  to  the  rule : 
/  have  been  youngs  and  now  am  old\  yet  have  I  not  ye'^^Pf.xxxviu 
the  righteous  forfaken^  nor  his  feed  begging  their  bread.      *^* 

4.  His  righteoufnefs  alio  endureth  for  ever  in  the 
perpetual  favour  of  God,  and  in  the  eternal  rewards 
which  God  will  confer  upon  him,  who,  out  of  con- 
fcience  and  reverence  toward  God,  out  of  good -will 
and  kindnefs  toward  his  brother,  hath  dilpcrfed,  and 
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s  E  R  M.  given  to  the  poor.     God  will  not,  as  the  Apoftlc 
XXII.   faith,  he  unjujl  to  forget  his  labour  of  charity  in  minifier* 

ing  to  his  poor  brother :  from  the  feed  which  he  bath 

Hcb.  y\'io  fozm  to  the  Spirit,  he  (hall  afluredly  reap  a  moft  plen- 
Gal.  VI.  8.  ^.^^j  ^^^p  ^^  bleffings  fpiritual;  he  (hall  effeftuaUy 
iTim.vi.  tn]oy  the  good  foundation  that  he  h^ith  fored  up:  for 
*9'  the  goods  he  hath  fold  and  delivered,  he  (hall  hona 

Matt.  xiii.  fde  reccive  his  bargain,  the  hidden  treafure  and  pre^ 
4^-  cious  pearl  of  eternal  life  j  for  this  beft  improvement 

Matt.  XXV.  of  his  .talent  of  worldly  riches,  he  (hall  hear  the  Euge 
ai.a6.       i^Qjig  ferve^  JVell  done^  good  and  faithful  fervant^  enter 
into  thy  majler'sjoy  :  he  (hall  at  laft  find  God  infi- 
nitely more  bountiful  to  him,  than  he  hath  been 
unto  the  poor. 

Thus  when  all  the  fla(hes  of  fenfual  pleafure  arc 
quite  extinft  ;  when  all  the  flowers  of  fecular  glory 
are  withered  away;  when  all  earthly  treafures  arc 
buried  in  darknefs ;  when  this  world,  and  all  the 
fafliion  of  it,  are  utterly  vaniflied  and  gone,  the 
bountiful  man's  ftate  will  be  ftill  firm  and  fiourifh- 
ing,  and  His  righteoufnejs  Jhall  endure  for  ever. 

It  follows,  His  hornffjall  be  exalted  with  honour.  A 
horn  is  an  emblem  of  power ;  for  in  it  the  beads* 
ftrength,  offenfive  and  defenfive^  doth  confift  ;  and 
of  plenty,  for  it  hath  within  it  a  capacity  apt  to  con- 
tain what  is  put  into  it ;  and  of  fanftity^  for  that  in 
iSam.xvi.it  was  put  the  holy  oil,  with  which  kings  were  con- 
13- .  .  fecrated  ;  and  of  dignity,  both  in  confequence  upon 
1^  ingsj.  ^^^  reafons  mentioned,  (as  denoting  might,  and  in- 
fluence, and  facrednefs  accompanying  fovereign  dig- 
nity>)  and  becaufe  alfo  it  is  an  efpecial  beauty  and 
ornament  to  the  creature  which  hath  it ;  fo  that  this 
expreflion  {His  horn  Jhall  be  exalted  with  honour)  may 
be  fuppofed  to  import,  that  an  abundance  of  high 
and  holy,  of  firm  and  folid  honour  (hall  attend  upon 
the  bountiful  perfon.  And  that  fo  it  truly  (hall, 
may  from  many  confiderations  appear. 

I.  Honour  is  infeparably  annexed  thereto,  as  its 
natural  companion  and  fhadow.     God  hath   im- 
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prefled  upon  all  virtue  a  majeily  and  a  beauty,  which  s  e  r  m. 
do  command  refpe<ft,  and  with  a  kindly  violence  ex-    xxii. 
tort  veneration  from  men  :  fuch  is  the  natural  con-  ■ 
ilitution  of  our  fouls,  that  as  our  fenfe  neceflarily 
Uketh  what  is  &ir  and  fweet,  fo  our  mind  unavoid- 
ably will  efteem  what  is  virtuous  and  worthy ;  all 
good  afbions  as  fuch    are  honourable  :  but  of  all 
virtues  beneficence  doth  with  moft  unqueftionable 
right  claim  honour,  and  with  irrefiftible  force  pro- 
cures it  5  as  it  is  indeed  the  moft  divine  of  virtues, 
fo  men  are  moft  apt  to  venerate  them,  whom  they 
obferve  eminently  to  pradife  it.    Other  virtues  men  ♦rf^^^r.i 
fee,  and  approve  as  goodly  to  the  fight;  but  this  they  ""^'^'J^^^^ 
tafte  and  feel ;  this  by  moft  fenfible  experience  they  hi^ur^"** 
find  to  be  plealant  and  profitable,  and  cannot  there- f*jj^^*'f^' 
fore  but  highly  prize  it.    They,  who  do  their  almsyaf.Ariji. 
before  w^»,  although  out  of  an  unworthy  vain-glo- ^^^^  ^** '• 
nous  defign,  have  yet,  as  our  Saviour  intimates,  their 
reivard ;  they  fail  not  to  get  honour  thereby  j  and 
even  fo  have  no  bad  pennyworth  :  for,  in  the  Wife 
Man's  judgment,  A  good  name  is  rather  to  be  chofen^TOY.  xxiu 
than  great  riches;  they  receive  at  leaft  fine  air,  for'* 
grofs  earth ;  and  thmgs  very  fpiritual,  for  things 
moft  material ;  they  obtain  that  which  every  man 
doth  naturally  defire  and  prize,  for  that  which  only 
fattiion  in  fome  places  endeareth  and  commendeth  : 
they  get  the  end  for  the  means ;  for  fcarce  any  man  ai /if  >t/i«- 
feeketh  wealth  for  itfelf,  but  either  for  honour,  or  fot'^!^^^ 
virtue's  fake,  that  he  may  live  creditably,  or  may  do  •'^  •»••/**» 
good  therewith:    neceflity  is  ferved  with  a  Yittlc^  a^J!^^  * 
pleafwe  may  be  fatisfied  with  a  competence  ;  abun- 
dance is  required  only  to  fupport  honour,  or  pro- 
mote good;  and  honour  by  a  natural  connexion 
adbereth  to  bounty.     He  that  followeth  after  righte^ 
wfnefs  and  mercyjf  findeth  life^  righteoufnefs^  and  honour. 
Prov.  xxi.  21. 

2.  But  farther,  an  acceflion  of  honour,  according 
to  gracious  promife,  (grounded  upon  fomcwhat  of 
fpecial  reafon,  of  equity  and  decency  in  the  thing 
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s  E  R  M.  itfclf)  is  due  from  God  unto  the  bountiful  perfon, 
XXII.   and   is   by  fpecial   providence  fureljr  conferred  on 
■"  him.     There  is  no  kind  of  piety,  or  inftance  of  obe- 

dience, whereby  God  himfelf  is  more  fignally  ho- 
Matt.v.i6.noured,  than  by  this.     Thefe  are  chiefly  t\io(Q  good 
works y  the  which  men  feeing^  are  apt  to  glorify  our  Fa- 
ther  which  is  in  heaven.     Phil.  i.  1 1.  Being  filled  with 
the  fruits  of  right  eoufnefs^  which  me  by  Chrifi  JefuSj  to 
the  glory  and  praife  of  God.     To  thefe  fruits  that  is 
John  XV.  8.  moft  applicable  which  our  Lord  faith.  Hereby  is  my 
Prov.  XIV.    p^ii^^y  glorified^  if  ye  bear  much  fruit :  for,  as  He  that 
opprejfeth  the  poor^  reproacheth  his  Maker ;  fo  be  bo- 
noureth  bim^  that  hath  mercy  on  the  poor.     The  com- 
fortable experience  of  good  in  this  fort  of  a6i:ions 
will  moft  readily  difpofe  men  to  admire  and  com- 
mend the  excellency,  the  wifdom,  the  goodnefs  of 
the  divine  laws,  will  therefore  procure  God  hearty 
praife  and  thanks  for  them:  for,  as  St.  Paulteacheth 
2  Cor.  IX.   us,  The  adminijlration  of  this  fervice  not  only  fupplieib 
'^''^'       the  zvant  of  the  faints ^  but  is  abundant  alfo  by  many 
thankfgivings  unto  God  ;  whiljl  by  experiment  of  this  mi^ 
niflration^  they  glcrify  God  for  your  profejjed  fubjeHion 
unto  the  Gofpel  of  Chrijl,  and  for  your  liberal  difiribution 
unto  them,  and  unto  all  men.    Since  then  God  is  fo  pe- 
culiarly honoured  by  this  praAice,  it  is  but  equal 
and  fit,  that  God  (hould  remunerate  it  with  honour: 
God's  noble  goodnefs  will  not  let  him  feem  defedivc 
in  any  fort  of  beneficial  correfpondence  toward  us ; 
we  (hall  never  be  able  to  yield  him  any  kind  of  good 
thing  in  duty,  which  he  will  not  be  more  apt  to  rcn- 
Prov.  iii.9.der  US  in  grace  •,  they  who,  as  Solomon  fpeaketh,  bo^ 
nour  God  zvi/h  their  fubfiance^  (hall  by  God  certainly 
be  honoured  with  his  ble(ling :  reafon  intimates  fo 
much,  and  we  befide  have  God's  exprefs  word  for  it: 
I  sam.ii.   Thcm^  faith  he,  who  honour  me^  I  will  honour.     He 
'°'  that  abfolutely  and  independently  is  the  fountain  of 

xx?x^7"'  ^'^  honour, /re w  whoniy  as  good  king  David  faith, 
riches  and  honour  cometh^  for  that  be  reignetb  over  all, 
he  will  affuredly  prefer  and  dignify  thofe,  who  have 
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been  at  Ipecial  care  and  coft  to  advance  his  honour,  s  e  r  m. 
He  that  hath  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his  hands ^  and   xxii. 

fafhioneth  them  as  he  pleafeth,  will  raife  the  bountiful 

man  in  the  judgments  and  afFeftions  of  men.     He^^-^^j.'- 
that  ordereth  all  the  events  of  things,  and  difpofeth  ,5*  "*"'' 
fuccefs  as  he  thinks  fit,  will  caufe  the  bountiful  per- 
fon's  enterprifes  to  profper,  and  come  off  with  credit. 
He  will  not  fuffer  the  reputation  of  Xo  real  an  ho- 
nourer  of  himfelf  to  be  extremely  flurred  by  difafter, 
to  be  blafted  by  flander,  to  be  fupplanted  by  envy 
or  malice  ;  but  will  bring  forth  his  righteoufnefs  as  the?c.  xxx?u. 
light,  and  his  judgment  as  the  noon-day.  ^' 

3.  God  will  thus  exalt  the  bountiful  man's  horn 
.  even  here  in  this  world,  and  to  an  infinitely  higher 
pitch  he  will  advance  it  in  the  fiiture  ftate  :  he  mall 
there  be  fet  at  the  right  hand,  in  a  moft  honourable 
place  and  rank,  among  the  chief  friends  and  fevour- 
Jtes  of  the  heavenly  King,  in  happy  confortfhip  with 
the  holy  angels  and  bleffed  faints ;  where,  in  re- 
compence  of  his  pious  bounty,  he  Ihall,  from  the 
bountiful  hands  of  his  moft  gracious  Lord,  receive 
an  incorruptible  crown  of  right eoufnefs^  and  an  unfading 
crown  of  glory.  The  which  God  of  his  infinite  mercy 
grant  unto  us  all,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord  j 
to  whom  for  ever  be  all  praife.     Amen. 

Now  J  the  God  of  peace  y  that  brought  again  from  tbeYith.xnu 
dead  our  Lord  Jefus^  that  great  Shepherd  of  the  fheep^  *®>  **• 
through  the  blood  of  the  everlafling  covenant^  make  us 
perfeh  in  every  good  work  to  do  his  zvill^  working  in  us 
that  which  is  well-pleafing  in  his  fights  through  Jefus 
Chri/l :  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 


FINIS. 
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